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CENTENNIAL 



Cass Scenic 


The Town of Cass was founded in 
IQOO by the West Virginia Pulp and Paper 
Company. The town was started by William 
Luke and his sons. The company had a large 
paper mill in Luke, Maryland and planned 
another one for Covington Virginia. In 
order for these mills to have the red spruce 
wood for paper, they purchased almost 
70,000 acres of timber west and north of 
Cass. To cut the huge trees into lumber, a 
large sawmill was erected and a town was 
started to house the workers. Nearly 100 
Italian, Austrian and Hungarian immigrants, 
using hand tools and horses built a railroad 
to the top of Cheat Mountain. The railroad 
extended for about 81 miles and would uti¬ 
lize 14 steam locomotives. Sam F. Slay- 
maker and Emory P. Shaffer supervised the 
early work. Shaffer remained as general 
superintendent for 34 years. The town was 
then named for Joseph K. Cass, vice presi¬ 
dent and investor in the company. By 1920 
the towns population was 2,000 people. In 
1943 the town, mill and woods operations 
were sold to Mower Lumber Company who 
operated the mill until 1960. In 1961 the 
Sutr of West Virginia purchased the rail¬ 
road and locomotives In 1976 the State 
then purchased the town which is now 
kixnm as Cass Scenic Railroad State Park 
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Railroad State Park 


May 26, 2000 
EVENTS 

10am -12pm Opening Ceremonies 

Variety of speakers giving history on the town of 
Cass. Location: near or at the Depot. 

12pm-lpm Music 

Mike Bing and the Brown Baggers will perform 
traditional Mountain Music. 

lpm Train Ride 

The Shay Locomotive will pull out from the 
depot for a trip to Whittaker Station. Replica 
of a loggers camp will be set up by Mountain 
State Logging. To reserve your train ride call 
800-336-7009. 


^P m I ree & Log C hopping 

Cougar Family and Mcl Lantz (world champion 
»<**d chopper*) will demonstrate traditional 
■hopping technique Location: Front Street past 
Ihc Rarhct Shop 



Up Coming 
Events 
for the year 



June 21 -25 

Cass Homecoming begins 

July 4 

Logger Dinner Train 
August 13 

Square Dance with an extra square 
September 15 

Author’s Day to sign & sell books 

October 28 

Haunted House - Town ghost stories 

November (TBA) 

Town Thanksgiving Dinner 

Ottrmkrr 2 

i hutnut Titr lighting 4k caroling 



—Cass Scenic Railroad Memory— 
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t«u)rv. Itir i ani|'lx-|U of 
I Una. hikI Birch Valley 
Ltimber Company, as well 
■* hrdrr-Curtln Lumber 
Company of Webster 
County. The WV Midland 
Rjilro.iil out of Webster 
Springs with George 
Jackson as depot agent, 
Wamck Gum as engineer 
and Porter Cochran as 
conductor on the daily 
passenger train out of 
Web6tcr Springs meeting 
the passenger train out of 


of blowing the whistle foi 
railroad crossings, cows or 


\ - 

UX-. ,a3df«w«. V 

• j . ^Company ul UnraMton. 

grind, the wheels grab the Virginia iWomcM .bo 
trucks, and it was to birch, oak, beech and 


the railroad tracks, as they Clarksburg, Richwood. number of oaks covered 

passed their girlfriend's Holly Junction or Webster Cheat Mountain A 

house, and a super whistle Springs. Seventy-five years standard gauge railroad to 

ns they passed grandma's or ago, this sort of scene was Leatherback Creek, and 

grandpa's house. commonplace, steam over Cheat Mountain to 

The steam locomotive. engines were everywhere, Shavers Fork, complete 
the high wheel, high speed passenger trains, log trains, with the present two 
steam passenger engines coal trains, branch lines, on switchbacks to achieve 
always spun their wheels schedule, carrying Kansas 1,600 feet elevation gjun. a 

when pulling out of the wheat, coal, lumber and rail connection between 

station in Cowen, Rich- excursions to ball games, Dr. Coffer’s town of old 

wood, and Camden, as world fairs, inaugurations spruce and new spruce, and 


Richwood on its way to Bloomer Green said all 
Clarksburg; the people aboard and the black 
gathered at the depots at smoke billows 100 feet 
Holly Junction, Cowen, into the air, it puffs and 

The West Virginia 
Midland Railroad 

May 6, 1965 pulls out of the yard at 

For those who love Palmer (now Sutton Dam) 
trains such as the old Shay headed for Webster 
and Climax and those who Springs, WV. 
knew the West Virginia Continued On Page 3 


of presidents, governors, Cass, 
state and other events. So, Spruce, the coldest and 
Cass Scenic Railroad still the highest town (3,853 
carries sounds, scents and feet) in the eastern U S. in 
sights of steam powered 1909, 36 million board feet 
transportation which has of lumber went throu^t the 
yielded to airports and big band sawmill of Spruce 
super highways. Cass and 40 railroad cars of 
revives memories of-steam peeled pulp wood, left Cass 
railroad transportation. for the paper mill in 
The history of the Cass Covington, Virginia and 
Railroad is tightly the paper mills of the 
entwined, with local paper eastern VJ.S. 
and lumber industries. A As the timber supply 
century ago, massive stands Continued On Page 3 


i35sx£!£& 86 Miles From Flatwoods 


along the old right of way 
up and down Holly River 
on a misty night and 
imagine hearing an engine 
whistle or a signal echoing 
down from the years that 
are long gone. As the years 
go on, fact and* fiction 
blend into one indispen- 
sible mass of pleasant 
memories of chugging 
engines, neatly kept 
passenger cars, the familiar 
"all ' aboard” by Porter 
Cochran as the train finally 


To Cass Scenic Railroad 


by Sheriff Given 
Going north, going 
south on Interstate 79 to 
get to Cass, you get off the 
interstate, exit 67, take 4 
and 19 north !4 mile to Bill 
Squires Mountain Lanes 
Convention Hall, and 
Lloyd's Restaurant and 
Motel. When leaving 
Interstate 79, you turn 


south on 4 and 19, 
McDonalds and Dairy 
Queen, and the screaming 
eagles and Braxton County 
High School, pass Laurel 
Court Motel, Marlowe's 
Restaurant, to the Go-Mart 
and country convenience 
store. Buy, or they will give 
von a Sheriff Given Cass 
Scenic Railroad Special 


Newspaper. Take State 
Route #15, mile to 
Cogpr's Restaurant, where 
you can get something to 
eat at a reasonable price. If 
you have ever been 
connected with the logging 
or timbering industry, you 
should feel at home. You 
may think they aw rsiking 
Continued On Psge |4 
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The Cass (West Virginia) Scenic Railroad 


bcxJ. dwth, >nd 



m «.!*•«• IW4 on the mill jxxid 

fcfcarf *r* • V pax IV htg •crracnon »» rfir 

„«•. ixLv .v Jbi!« (««mijrf mm and 

~1Ukn X ?V FVuJL '■ • (*>> the wr»r>|frr» might he 

Hm tm m Toot Im . at tbc company boarding 
mU »■ i» «Vt ~OI Mm h> >u*c 
wJ IVn li«Mw" Al Can »i> uworptwatcd in 
*r t r—«M V a v» 1910, and formed a city 
rrnifi and hit (he government, a busy town 
••own .» tV Cam with 60 houses, city water, 

(trait Mailrond and although owned and 
i%mnm* a •tkiitSr muarum i^-eratrd by West Virginia 
•Wfe baa 4«a« a •eiecnon Pulp and Paper Company. 

A t ^ n a ^i I it oar my oaarn Wages were seventeen 
mprt a mtmkl have hem cents for an eleven-hour 
' t a a a a hie • ithour the day and fifty cents a day for 
tefp at ifr Sack hura and hoard and room. There was 
dtrnood pm pie of Cans no checkoff from your 
TV year 190Z Wear wages such as social 
and Paper security, income tax, and in 
arter ,* a fact, the men who worked 

of viqpn ar the camps usually didn't ___... 

draw their pny only every the process of rebuilding 
six months. Company the track to Spruce and 
__ houses in Cass were renting Bald Knob, along with a 

TVs portable for $ 10 per month with no lodge and possibly wall to 

ail! r , ■— chargr for water or electric, wall carpets and modern 

all was considered a part of lodge facilities far flung 
the rent. During peak from graybacks, bedbugs, 
production, it t>ok twelve long tables, 5:00 a.m., 
Shay engines to log the breakfasts, waiting for 
mill, the run from Spruce daylight in the winter 
to Caas was approximately before going to work 
12 miles on 11-per cent harvesting the tall virgin 
grade, run daily by Shay spruce. 

! 90 ' to !l» consider ' Why not restore the 
camp to 

them 


fireman, c undue. _ 

four hrakrmen one for 
every three car*. It has been 
taxi that No. 12 could have 
handled more cars hut I 3 
was the limit through the 
switchbacks, two of which 
are in operation today on 
the Cass Scenic Railroad. 
Three of those engines are 
sail in operation today- 
Nos. 1,4, 5, and recently 
purchased No. 7 from 
Meadow River Lumber 
Company at Rainelle. 

Although the Cass 
Scenic Railroad is only 
four miles long, the steel 
remains intact to Bald 
Knob and Spruce. The last 
engine to Bald Knob was in 
1961 and a motor car 
makes it yet today. The 
West Virginia Department 
of Natural Resources is ' 


out the 
arriMsi’y lumber for the 
ammrmjam of a double 

barvdaug ,»d peak day, 

both ssdea and a double 10- 
bour staff would saw 250 
« nd requ ired 3 XXX) 
operate, including 
•} engines, and 
«de» of tradt 


«- 1^-., r o ™ ■“.ww».consider- Why not rest 

riinmaia *.~- ^ *!“ h,,a *V SKa V original logging < 

—. - c.;.Acity 13 two camps and c 


Witcomc Cc 


Camp No. 5 or No. 29; 
build them Jenny Lynn 
type, stripped with 
creosote (coal tar process) 
to preserve the wood and 
dilute the bedbugs and 
graybacks, use roll roofing 
with a 6 or 12 roof slope, 
steel wall pipe for a 
chimney, a couple of pot 
barrel stoves, a coal fired 
cook stove about 12 feet 
long, iron skillets, big thick 
cups for coffee that holds a 
half pint, thick plates, a 30- 
foot-Iong table with gallon 
buckets of molasses, 
honey, jellies, real 
buckwheat from Preston 
County, about three kinds 
of meat and biscuits. 
Benches for chairs, a 
regular eating time or you 
wait for the next meal, 
build the bunks against the 
wall, one over top of the 
other and make everything 
original as far as possible. 
Have a bam with two pairs 
of horses about 2,000 
pounds each. Proper 
harness hoods over hames 
(Webster shows no such 
word, but that is what 
everybody calls them), 
grabs, grab maul on lett 
name, good long check 
lines, J-grabs, log hicks 
with real caulked shoes, 
stagged pants, John Ritchie 
green and black or red and 
black checkered shirts, 

suspender*, a log Jump 


with rail logs about one- 
half mile from camp clow 
to the railroad You must 
have a siding with the 
original log cars- 
londed—some half 
to make it look real 


sail 


i r ■ ■ ta) 

The cxily virgin timber 
main mg from this tract t. 


remaining from this tract u 
130 acres known as the 
Hamilton Wedge. j n 
dispute for years, fim))., 

__ settled, and is now a pan of 

_pulls up to Camp No. the National Forest located 

5 or 29. Have the wood just off State Route 25C 
hicks and horses in the real near Gavineer fire toner 
act, tt might be well to have and is held in reserve for 
the hicks stay around at people to view nature at is 
night to tell tall tales about best, 
logging train wrecks, how Cass, like Tioga, Diana, 
to file a saw, champion Bet goo, Holly Junction, 

hicks, and lobby log JerryvtUe, Three Forks.and 


stories. You could let the 
kids ride the log horses if 
they weren’t too tired from 
putting on a 15-minute 
audition each day. 

The year 1940 saw West 
Virginia Pulp and Paper sell 
the assets of Cass to Mower 
Lumber Company, but 


Cherry River, yielded t 
automation or lack 
timber. The West Virginia 
Legislature, under the 
guidance of W.W. Barton, 
and now Governor Smith, 
is trying to give the Town 
of Cass new life with an old 
time scenic railroad. Last 


only a part of the quarter of year 33,000 people plus 
a million acres in the the politicians, took the 
original tract. In fact, 65 four-mile trip through the 
thousand acres on the switchbacks,getting hot 
upper end of Cheat River cinders in their hair The 
(river on top of a rush, the Shay engines, new 
mountain), the remainder faces have given hope to a 


of the quarter million acres 
was acquired by the 
government and is now 
part of the National Forest. 
West Virginia Pulp and 
Paper also sold to the 
Western Maryland Rail¬ 
road, 93 miles of track 
intact from Spruce to Slate 
Fork down Elk to Bergoo. 

A part of tbu c-.illr.wxi tm 


Pocahontas County and 
it’s Many Attractions... 



dying town. The Cass 
Scenic Railroad tully 
developed to the original 
style of logging such as 
existed at Camp No. 5 or 
29, could be the biggest 
tourist attraction West 
Virginia has ever known. It 
must be original and 
someth ini 
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The Cass (West Virginia) Scenic Railroad 


whrrr v»«u could buy 
I «=- (TMrfW lu U> intttvn^ from a tooth pick 
« iSjf.i kijpinr tor Siavrngtnr, a 

lanlinr i< uia good school. church, and 
■kj tmAm oS Ea^fah and m the winter time, ice 
;**- « r»m Aani H«h cLanne on the mill pond. 
W»C tor ;hr paat 32 The big attraction was die 
wart, abo author of duty pawengrr train and 
"Ubt dt Ac Fhxxl’ who the arrangers might be 
•■Sew s-a« n Yo*ir fHe» ". at the comping boarding 
and i.iw aawaher "Of Mm house 

■ai n^rri hLwintui" At Cass was incorporated in 
•jw ma ent hr is semi- 1910. and formed a city 
retired aad hit the government, a busy town 
anrva.-s.eT an the Caw with 60 houses, city water, 
Svtin' Ka11road and although owned and 


k* < 


with i 


cgvracsa wild)item 
•mch has qsatr a sdeetton. 
AJAca^i I create my own 
*-’0 it would have been 
■apoaathle without the 
help at Mr Black hurst and 
fhr food people of Cast. 


operated by West Virginia 
Pulp and Riper Company. 
Wages were seventeen 
cents for an eleven-hour 
day and fifty cents a day for 
board and room. There was 


seven-man crew, engineer, 
fireman, conductor, anJ 
four brakemm one for 
every three enrs. It has been 
said that No. 12 could have 
handled more cars but 13 
was the limit through the 
switchbacks, two of which 
are in operation today on 
the Cass Scenic Railrond. 
Three of those engines arc 
sail in operation today- 
Nos. 1,4, 5, and recently 
purchased No. 7 from 
Meadow River Lumber 
Company at Rainelle. 

Although the Cass 
Scenic Railroad is only 
four miles long, the steel 
remains intact to Bald 
Knob and Spruce. The last 


1902 West wages such as social _ __ __________ 

• f - I Mr and Paper security, income tax, nndin makes it yet today. The 
t*y&* tax-quarter ai a fact, the men who worked Wesr Virginia Department 
sm of virgin ar the camps usually didn't of Natural Resources is in 
later aad bran mmed i- draw their pay only every the process of rebuilding 
six months. Company the track to Spruce and 
houses in Cass were renting Bald Knob, along with a 
for $10 per month with no lodge and possibly wall to 
charge for water or electric, wall carpets and modern 
lumber far the all was considered a part of lodge facilities far flung 
' ut a double the rent During Deak from uravharlrc 


arc! > to mow down 
aarwv » outdoor splendor 
7V> fmt ter up a portable 
•til to saw out the 



, ' +** the rent. During peak from graybacks. bedbugs! 

• , rxl ,P r .. dj T* production, it took twelve long tables, 5:00 a.m., 

Shay engines to log the breakfasts, waiting for 

mill, the run from Spruce daylight in the winter 
to Cass was approximately before going to work 

12 miles on 11-pcr cent harvesting the tall virgin 

grade run daily by Shay spruce. 

Np.12, 190-t°n, consider- Why not restore the 


hoch Sides and a double 10- 
fa*" shrfr would saw 250 
*d Srrt aid required 3.000 
tu operate, including 


track. 

big 


_ u, .he world. 


i , -- ""y restore tne 

CO me biggest Shay engine original logging camp to 


Witcome to 


Camp No. 5 or No. 29; 
build them Jenny Lynn 
type, stripped with 
creosote (coal tar process) 
to preserve the wood and 
dilute the bedbugs and 
graybacks. use roll roofing 
with a 6 or 12 roof slope, 
steel wall pipe for a 
chimney, a couple of pot 
barrel stoves, a coal fired 
cook stove about 12 feet 
long, iron skillets, big thick 
cups for coffee that holds a 
half pint, thick plates, a 30- 
foot-long table with gallon 
buckets of molasses, 
honey, jellies, real 
buckwheat from Preston 
County, about three kinds 
of meat and biscuits. 
Benches for chairs, a 
regular eating time or you 
wait for the next meal, 
build the bunks against the 
wall, one over top of the 
other and make everything 
original as far as possible. 
Have a bam with two pairs 
of horses about 2,000 
pounds each. Proper 
harness hoods over hames 
(Webster shows no such 
word, but that is what 
everybody calls them), 
grabs, grab maul on lett 
name, good long check 
lines, J-grabs, log hicks 
with real caulked shoes, 
stagged pants, John Ritchie 
green and black or red and 
black checkered shirts, 
suspender*. a lag dump 


with real logs about one- 
half mile from camp close 
to the railroad. You must 
have a siding with the 
original log cars—some 
loaded—some half loaded, 
to make it look teal as the 
train pulls up to Camp No. 

5 or 29. Have the wood 
hicks and horses in the real 
act, it might be well to have 
the hicks stay around at 
night to tell tall tales about 
logging train wrecks, how 
to file a saw, champion 
hicks, and lobby log 
stories. You could let the 
kids ride the log horses if 
they weren’t too tired from 
putting on a 15-minute 
audition each day. 

The year 1940 saw West 
Virginia Pulp and Paper sell 
the assets of Cass to Mower 
Lumber Company, 


still in use today 

The only virgin timber 
remaining from this tract u 
130 acres known as the 
Hamilton Wedge, m 
dispute for years, final!-, 
sealed, and is now a part ot 
the National Forest located 
just off State Route 250 
near Gavincer fire tow 
and is held in reserve 
people to view nature at its 

Cass, like Tioga, Diana. 
Bcrgoo, Holly Junction, 
Jerryville, Three Forks. and 
Cherry River, yielded to 
automation or lack of 
timber. The West Virginia 
Legislature, under the 
guidance of W .W. Barron, 
and now Governor Smith, 
is trying to give the Town 
of Cass new life with an old 
time scenic railroad. Last 


only a part of the quarter of year 33,000 people plus 
a million acres in the the politicians, took the 
original tract. In fact, 65 four-mile trip through the 
thousand acres on the switchbacks,getting hot 

upper end of Cheat River cinders in their hair The 
(river on top of a rush, the Shay engines, new 
mountain), the remainder faces have given hope to a 
of the quarter million acres dying town. The Cass 
acquired by the Scenic Railroad fully 


government and 
part of the National Forest. 
West Virginia Pulp and 
Paper also sold to the 
Western Maryland Rail¬ 
road, 93 miles of track 
intact from Spruce to Slate 
Fork down Elk to Bcrgoo. 

A parr of this r.llromf U 


Pocahontas Countu and 

it's Manu Attractions 



developed to the original 
style of logging such as 
existed at Camp No 5 or 
29, could be the biggest 
tourist attraction West 
Virginia has ever known. It 
must be original and 
somethin! 
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with real caulked '.linen, Wcnrcrn Maryland Rad- tourut atrr 

Mugged punt*, lohn Ritchie road, 93 milen of track Virginia han, 

green and black or red and intact from bprucc to Slate must he . 

black checkered »hiru, Fork down Elk to iicrguu. something 

.suspenders, a log dump A parr of this railroad i» nrrra.t riie rr 
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Cass Scenic Railroad Memory 


equipped with drive vhafti A tnp >m t> 

and reducing iparv instead Railroad, a 
of aide rod* Every wheel museum, thi 
on the engine and tender » the railroad 
a dnve wheel. gmtv the cinders, the 
Shay tremendous traction on top of G 

_,_ The Shays climb an 11% the sweater 

s well as the grade. 11 feet for each ICC will be a v 
-Maryland rail- feet—a grade of 2% :s die future. 

Cass Scenic Rai 
Dinner Train 5 

Cass Scenic Railroad has outings 
announced the schedule and Si: 
for its 1989 series of reservai 
popular dinner train rides ~ 
to Whittaker Station. . , 
These special runs will be ?* “5* 
made on Saturday evenings « 
r at 6 p.m. beginning June \ 
10. and will be offered June . ® 

' 17. July 1. 15 and 29 

August 5 and 19, and . . 

September 2. sur| 

After an exhilarating ride ., 
to Whittaker Station, 
walks and company passengers will be treated ^ 
houses. Cass is a real to an old-fashioned West ^ 
tourist attraction with Virginia barbeque with live va< . 
houses to rent. It is no entertainment from ev{ 
longer merely a fast various performers. ^ 
railroad ride. It is a Entertainers will offer a 
complete stopover. A variety of programs 
wildlife museum, nine including old-time rail- 
modernized company roading songs, folk, tc 
houses for rent furnished country and traditional 
with everything but food, music. Prices for these 
and can accommodate 
eight people. 

The Cass Showcase, a 
10x40 scale model of the 
town (.complete with scale 
trains^ as il appeared Vn its 


iiurvhuM from Midwest 
Junk Yard. ThcWl Mower 
Lumber Company railroad 
engine was later painted, 
stripped and relcttered and 

traded to the Western- ___,__ 

Maryland Railroad Mu- road from Elkins to 
scum in Baltimore for the Parsons, Thomas and 
biggest Shay in the world; Davis. The politicians of 
the #6 190 ton Western- WV never did have any 
Maryland Shay used to long range planning. AU the 
haul logs from the railroads in WV are 
headwaters of Elk and potential scenic railroad 
Bergoo Creek to Old attractions. The railroad in 
Spruce and pulpwood that my town of Webster 
went to Spruce transferred Springs to Bergoo and Slaty 
to Mower Lumber Com- Fork would be an excellent 
pany Railroad down Cheat scenic railroad for WV, 
Mountain, through both and a business boom or re¬ 
switchbacks and transfer- birth of business for 
red to the mainline railroad Webster County, 
from Durbin to Ronce- The West Virginia 
verte, and re-routed to Department of Natural 
Covington, VA, which was Resources has purchased 
used in the pulp and paper the town of Cass and are 
mills in Covington. The rebuilding wooden side- 


WViittaker Station 
P>aVd Knob . 














nory 

vvcvti C*v% «nd IXirbin. 
c ,m*truf politician* of 
V let the railroad from 
rbm ,0 Junction 

1^ jiv well as t* H ‘ 
.*tcrn Maryland r«il- 
j from Elkins to 
Thomas and 
t« T^hc pvhnoans ot 
r^ver did have anv 
.,r*f planning All the 
JTX m WV are 

rvesa» accrue ratlrcud 
The railroad in 
of Webster 
>in Brr^iv' and Slaty 
»-H he an excellent 
f rmirtmJ foe W*V . 
Sjianru hom or PC- 
ot business for 
•re Oomttf 
t West Virginia 
rtmm< of Natural 
has purchased 
,» n of Caw and are 
, «fr^ «oadm side 

• and (ompinv 
» Com m a real 
u ittfactual with 
» ro rrm U m 00 
re acit: % a »a*t 
»wi *4r l« a* a 
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about 11 tnph, are 
v\i 111 pped with drive shafts 
... 1 aears. instead 


of side rtxls. Every wheel 
on the engine and tender is 
a drive wheel, giving the 
Shay tremendous traction. 
Hie Shays climb an 11% 
grade, 11 feet for each 100 
feet—a grade of 2% is 


standard for rod engines. 

A trip on the Cass Scenic 
Railroad, a visit to the 
museum, the memory of 
the railroad buff, the hot 
cinders, the shrill whistle 
on top of Cheat Mountain, 
the sweater you forgot—it 
will be a great memory for 
the future. 


Cass Scenic Railroad 


Dinner Train Set 


Cass Scenic Railroad has 
announced the schedule 
for its 1989 series of 
popular dinner train rides 
to Whittaker Station. 
These special runs will be 
made on Saturday evenings 
at 6 p.m. beginning June 
10. and will be offered June 

17. July 1, 15 and 29, 
August 5 and 19, and 
September 2. 

After an exhilarating ride 
10 Whittaker Station, 
passengers will be treated 
to an old-fashioned West 
Virginia barbeque with live 
entertainment from 
various performers. 
Entertainers will offer a 


outings are $22 for adults 
and $15 for children, and 
reservations are required. 

Cass, West Virginia, site 
of the scenic railroad, was a 
lumber boon> town of the 
early 1900s, and the 
original Shay steam 
locomotives, which now 
haul passengers, once 
hauled lumber from the 
surrounding mountain 
ridges. Lodging is now 
available from any of the 
12 restored "company 
houses" in the town. These 
vacation cabins offer 
everything needed for 
housekeeping except for 
food and personal items. 




To make reservations or 
for additional information, 
call toll tree 1'800- 
CALL-WV A. 





has taken away from Caaa, 
the Showcase haa returned. 
Shay engines, and the #5 

Hyster, cruising speed 


ikthank v and a Cheat Mountain, 
of legislators, The floods of 1965 
week before the destroyed the railroad 


GROUP RATES 

Minimum 15 Persons 

Vhrttaker Station. Adult $7.00; Child $3.50 

bid Knob ....Adult 510.00; Child $4.50 

No group rates on weekends 

SPECIAL SATURDAY 
NIGHT TRAIN RIDES 

Includes; 

West Virginia Barbecue 
Live Entertainment 
Train Ride 

June 10 and 17 
luly 1. 15 and 29 
August 5 and 19 
September 2 

**BY RESERVATIONS ONLY** 

Adult.$22 

Child.$15 

SPECIAL TRAINS 

SENIOR TRAIN-September 9 .$1 

HALLOWEEN TRAIN - October 28 
Adults $10; Children $5.00 


fourth round of their 
championship fight at 
Toledo, Ohio, July 4, 

1919, and all this 
information was furnished 
left our town of to Mr. Gib6on, the Sutton 

-->n at 7:20 a.m. for baseball team and band at 

the 31-mile journey and Holly Junction by radio on 
for connected with the B&O Jul 5, 1919 on their return 
908; steamer out of Richwood to Sutton, 
it in at Holly Junction at 9:30 Mr. Jackson, the Depot 
our a.m. The passenger train Agent who got $100 per 
Mr consistedofanarrowgauge month for his services said 
gent (36 in.) Shay or Climax Warrick Gumm could 
108. Engine with three passen- blow a mean whistle when 

. .. was ger cars that would seat 35 he had customers lined up 

appointed postmaster at people to the car and for buying tickets of any man 

W ebster Springs, WV. years they stood in the he ever seen. For that 62- 

Th West Vireini From the start the mile round trip. Mr. 

. j n j rgt nia nosec j jts way around Gumm got the full amount 

Midland was owned and curves up and down hills of $2.25. 

* rated , by . •' ohn over the trestles, the Yes, the West Virginia 

McGraw who ako owned CIjfton was 8? feet Midland Rai l road and the 

High, built out of chestnut Webster Springs Hotel, 

wood 265 Poles in a 45 degree angle promoted by Senator 

. c and as you crossed the Johnson N. Camden and 

£ first elevators m Wesf “*** y ° u could look Col. John I. McGraw, who 
down and see the fire in believed in advertising and 
Virginia with excellent Mike Hiner’s chimney. If placed pictures of the 
dining service and porters the train was overloaded on famous hotel and railroad 
and busies (horse drawn the return trip in the scenes in all subways in 
buggies j coming and going evening they would stick New York City; a self 
jkc a working bee hive—a on the trestle and the promoer with imagination 
b»g ballroom with all the up passengers had to get off who promoted his dreams 
to date dance bands and walk across, so my into reality and carved a 
nightly The days were good friend Mr. Ernie railroad through moun- 

spent taking hot salt Bogson tells me, and astory tains and scenic beauty 

sulphur baths and traveling that has to be true because which showed a panorama 
over our then famous it was the day before Jack of rural life at its best, as 

boardwalks known as Dempsey became world cattle, sheep and horses - 

lover's lane. champion by knocking out could be seen grazing in the today 

The famed steam chug "Jess” Willard in the fields and according to the attract!* 


season, farmers could be 
seen plowing, planting or 
harvesting from spring 
until the first snowfall. 

On June 20, 1925, with 
many guests there with the 
famed hotel open for 
summer, a fire originated in 
the south wing, quickly 
reduced the famed hotel to 


Midland Railroad 


Contmuni From Page I 

The Ur,t Virgt— 
Midland Railroad u 
into operati 


O Pittsburgh 
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ti > ()!d Cherry River Boom And Lumber Company 

a i ..only -«'> Mr Rod Engine. «WU«lto “'"u ""^,11 v Md. gTric d^Lu^cT^ W t^ C ««m the dnvrr’s vat «A 


• brfcs. 



(rnrud 

A-wrAi rulrcaJ engineer 
Jr*tlv loved the old 
Ju,, anti rod* and at one 
nmc or ameher during hi* 
ik*tw tarter a» an engineer 
haJ command o» the 
throttle ot about every 
engine on the Cherry River 
Line from 1906 to 
retirement in 1954. 

When Mr. Cumin 
starred working lor Cherry 
„ River Lumber Company, 
„r oTerhe.d June I. 1906. on the South 
•trr Top* in Fork of Cherry under the 
men pulled guiding hand of Captain 
-■ tr, 10 horn Charley Armstrong, the 
"rheir muwie* miroad consisted of 150 
■rriT beds aifh miles of track with Shay 
up tai 1 1 > ktrp engines No 1,2, 4. 6, 7, 8. 
from thriving 10. 11. and 12 (cosr about 
rprfu» Wood. 54,000 each), and all used 

umitriif to gather and haul logs 
re* whether loaded with Barnhart 
< to work ar Steam Loaders, considered 
5J Ves, tops ar thar time. They had 
mrheae are in use ar that time 
radii Mv approximately 200 rattler 
rhu storv log cars, 100 pulp and 
rwr. a local ran hark rack cars—they 
traveled over South Fork 
of Cherry, North Bend, 
Little Laurel, up Hills 
Creek to Kcnison Moun¬ 
tain, to Cranherry Bottoms 
and Dog way Dogway at 
one time had a church, 
*chool, big store and 75 
houses. We must mention 
Rod Engine No. 3, 5, 19 
M>d 13 which were much 
The 


Rod Engines were used 
shift the yard and make the 
daily run from Richwood 
to Gauley Mills to supply a 
double band mill with 75- 
M Kurd feet dnily. All the 

engines mentioned above 
were standard gauge—the 
railroad grading was done 
by hand with picks and 
shovels and crews of 25 
and .30 men who ca rved out 
a mile of railroad grade 
with good luck in five 
working weeks. 

The different forks of 
Cherry, Cranberry and 
Dog way covered with 
virgin timber was really on 
the move from 1906 to 
1914 and at one time had 
seven camps with at least 
100 men each with plenty 
of work, excellent food and 
plenty of bedbugs. The 
shrill whistle of the steam 
engine, the chugging of the 
Barnhart loader, the visit of 
the supply train which 
visited each camp once a 
week with supplies, feed 
and hay for the horses as 
well as clothing, tobacco 
and food for the men. 
Wood hicks have been 
known to stay in one camp 
as long as six months 
before going to town. 
Many, after working six 
months have gone to town 
and blown six months 
wages in one weekend. 

Tales of teams of horses 
thrown in log dumps still 


survive and a few I 
wreck* arc still vivid. Elzic 
Bailey wrecked the No. 2 
shay. 65 ton engine on 
Little Laurel and was going 
up a steep grade with one 
load of steel and the engine 
flew up with wheels 
springing forward.went 
Kick down the hill, rolled 
over in a curve and killed 
him. Another wreck on 
BaTnashee Run on 
Cranberry No. 7, 70 ton 
shay with six loads, six 
empties, a Barnhart Loader 
on eight percent grade, run 
X mile, wrecked and killed 
Frachier Adams, engineer 
Joe Taylor, conductor, 
Russell Berry, brakeman. 

One would have to 
remember the Company 
Doctor, Jim McClung, who 
rode engines, motor cars, 
horseback, and helped and 
aided the sick, as the quest 
for virgin timber made 
Richwood the hardwood 
capital of the nation. 

During the 20’s Rich¬ 
wood was really on the 
move with the largest 
tannery in the world, and a 
clothes pin factory 
consuming 24-M feet of 
logs daily and the virgin 
timber of all forks of 
Cherry gone and the old 
Shays and Rods on the 
move to a new field and a 
new territory of Williams 
and Gauley Rivers. During 
± -* r- new names 


and new ways 
developed and the steam 
shovel, the great earth 
mover, was making great 
strides and the days of 
making railroad grades by 
hand would soon disap¬ 
pear. New names—Jim 
Sarrani, Lew Lombard and 
Dick Palmer—had appear¬ 
ed on the scene as railroad 
gradir*} contractors. The 
first Thew steam shovel 
had rails but no pads; they 
had four mats to move on 
made out of 6x6 wood— 
the two surplus mats were 
moved as the shovel 
advanced. The shovel had 
its own water pump and 
pumped water to make 
steam from a nearby river 
or creek and on occasions, 
water was hauled in a tank 
on a sled pulled by horses. 
The coal (usually about 
four tons daily) was 
wagoned from the closest 
available supply. 

The .y*ar 1921 saw 
Cherry River Boom &. 
Lumber Company reach 
Three Forks of Williams 
River and the hub of town 
and the railroad shops were 
built and the work of 
Sarrani, Lombard and 
Palmber had seen progress 
move on. Appearing on the 
scene were new names— 
Billy Hawks, trainmaster; 
Joe Greer, assistant; Webb 
Hoilifield, woods superin 

tendenr; 


y O'Bfifn *nd 


—-f &»dgen , n 

the driver s icat and agrew 
trader. I remember buying 
stacks of lumber from 
him—so much for thu one 
and so much for than one 
(no scale). Charley 
Hanrahan (scaler) used to 
ask me, "Did you cheat 
him today’" 

Cherry River, during the 
20’s and 30’s had two 
trains a day, six days a week 
to Richwood. They had 
acquired new Rod Engines 
Nos. 15, 18, and 26 which 
were used to make the runs 
from Three Forks to 
Richwood. Their usual run 
consisted of about 50 cars 
of logs. They always 
dropped off about 10 or 12 
cars at Gauley Mills, 
although George Gumra, 
on one occasion pulled 63 
from Three Forks t > 
Gauley Mills. During tl 
30's Three Forks had 
grown to quite a town, a 
three-room school, 
church, big store and about 
75 houses, boardinghouse, 
a dentist, Dr. George Dyer 
(now at Beckley), a daily 
railroad bus that carried 
the mail and passengers 
The virgin forest ot 
Williams’ lasted approxi¬ 
mately 16 years and the 
year 1963 saw Three Forks 
become a ghost town. The 
quest for hardwood was 
moved tothchi 


Stables 

• Pool 

•Tennis 
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Skiing • 
Fishing# 
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The Pardee And Curtin Lumber Company Railroad 

,, . _nneratinn from 1888 to connection with the West Hine*. all still living.) I 

•rr: ** G . k ■« n J ' V It ’R,vcf tt, ?o 1WcUtcr County a, an early approximately 1900 Vimnia-Pittsbur^ Rail- opec. to do a complete 


in Lumber concern 

properly dn the vlrgii 

< trll oi thr the lino 

( operation* pud the 


Ctllfean. who floated lens* began operations i 
Jown l it River to the Webster County at an earl 
c harleston Mills. This dale. The Pardee Curb 
concern had the pick from Company cut thousands i 
the virgin forest*, cut only acre* on Back Fork, Gras! 


Creek. Holly and Laurel. 
This timber was floated 
down Elk to Sutton during 


as In operation from 1888 to 
in early approximately 1900. 

Curtin It is not clear which of 
ands of the major companies was 
Grassy the first to establish a mill 
Laurel. in Webster County, 
floated however, the one at Gauley 


ipanies was operation was taken over operation 
iblish a mill by the Cheny River Boom No. 33 ai 
County, and Lumber Company. Charley ! 
neat Gauley The mill was operated by cut- Th 


In Webster L-ounty, i.- T 

t K,. one at Gaulev The mill was operated by cut The engine with 

Min, Wjl built 65 y«at» ago STS iTSLifSi tt3?“SJSSS. 


vr -.o.‘ ir hv Nniih and urncrai uunm L ’ - ” ' 

Cherry River Boom And Lumber Company 

nmber was cone. the and Barnhart loaders were Erie, * yards shov 


cmtinued ^«e - w ^ hfld ^ 

k.vk »tcvk R and made at that time. Jerryv.ll. 
tl to ferrrvdle Obulev bad a four-r.xim school 


*had been either sold o 

.Jerry ville scrap pile. 


aders were Erie, W yards shovel or 
dded to the ditcher built on a log car It 
upset and scalded him to 
,o*o death.One could go on and 
n > ,n one about Ray Maust, the 


The mill, at its peak, cut Leek Clevenger, fireman, 
125,000 feet per day. Logs Stuck Hall, conductor, and 
were hauled from Williams Dick Siiemore. brakeman, 
and Gauley Rivers, over its hit a cow and the engine 
own private railroad, with and five loads of logs 
terminals at Three Forks landed in Holly River Yes. 
and Jerry ville. WV. there is a lot to the Diana 

Another mill of import- story, but it’s tough to 
ance was built at Atcola55 thread the needle and 


turrri to Jerrrvillc Gauley bad a four-room school. George Gumra, in 1948, one a b OU t Ray Maust, the Tcnr&'ago which cut more 
Mlfe had laded awai with church, railroad yard. 100 mOW;d the big Shay, 100 blowing of a bridge at Slaty 150 million feet of 

thr fVaxi 1ST 1952—their houses, store, board mg tons No . 17 from ForU , lhc strike at 3^ during lts opera . 


assemble. 

Skylcs. neat the Braxton- 


od 0 * 1932—thetr nouscs, sic.*, - 
■ a* ipncandthebig bouse and a new 
mguic had broken town in Straight 


Y° r " *3S tons? P17 'from ^The sTri^ Jt du“ o^m- nSSEcWv U*. 

and a nevv rruni & Richwood to Tusculusa, J crr y V ille, and the Gauley ^his mill w.is owntrd the site oi a\argem\\i % 

m Straight ^reek. Alabama, where it was sold R iver dynamiting of No. V ODerale d by the capacity of ^O.COC 

Levin Mining Company. 432 i n October 1954. Talk H oward 


Although the great Badgett 
was gone, his shoes were 
ably filled by Carl 


7*tLt disappear- Umbargcr. A ne 
had appeared 


irar 1943, during scene—Ray Maust, and ||| __ _I 

U'crid War II saw Charley the present time he is one '”3 t o make" sure" old yc >u are really interested, Ga U l e y River and was Mill. 

Bwdgrn CO the way we shall of the biggest operators of 1? W as in good here are five men still living hauled from Bolair over a Wainvill 

go jt the endot our allotted coal in the United Slates of ki order . who started with the old narrow gauge railroad. (See lhe Web 

nme The B6cO Railroad America. He is a stripper. ^ N os. 3 and 26 Cherry River Line in 1906. Charley Sandy, Bolair. tor Catapsn 'i 
_. in gutter and a man who really _. ____ _ T - « a le. 1 om sure anyone of the information pertaining to . 


er <: Mr. Gumm was with the 

ar ' big engine 22 days on the 
the railroad to see that it was 
ar properly greased and 
one stayed two weeks after 


about many wrecks such 
rod engine No. 18 out 


1 k Howard Lumber C 
pany. At its peak 
of employed 150 to 200 


;harley the present time he is one r 
re shell of the biggest operators of 


rod engine No. 18 out ot employed 150 to 200 men 
Straight Creek. In fact, a t ^ eir capacity was 

book could be compiled 35 0 OO feet per day. Their 
worthy of anyone's time. If t jmber stood principally on 
e really interested, Gauley River and v 


jnng us opctu- —--- — 

mill was owned the site of a large mill with a 
rated by the capacity of 50,000 feet 
Lumber Com- daily. A narrow gauge 
t its peak they railroad connected with the 

[ 150 to 200 men B&.O and old Pittsburgh 
ir capacity was Railroad at Erbao*».Ui* 

ret per day. Their was known as the Davis- 

ood principally on Eakm Lumber Company 

River and was Mill. 


made major changes in 
thetr railroad in order to 
nv w the coal from this 
wcticei The shops were 


; men still living hauled from Bolair over a Wainville was the site of 
d with the old narrow gauge railroad. (See \jy c bster Lumber 

er Line in 1906. Charley Sandy, Bolair, for Company Mill. To thread 

anyone of the information pertaining to th# n eedlc here is 


,-T ’ ‘ When Nos. Jana go cnerry tuver u.k «■ .ynaricy , —. Cotnpar 

gutter and a man whoreally d to the scrap or sale, I am sure anyone of the information pertaining to the n 

T^aldoSrf lSw Ly purchased a steam following, Earl Webster, railroad engines and * 

JT cT- Malley, No. 482 for Richwood, retired shop loaders.) hands 

„.,rrh«ed bv a haulage of coal from man; Ray Bryon, engineer, H B N ichols, White's Btooks 1 


Kr«££TndX «-P“ r K:; f Jerry vUle° and Straight ^wo^W^eV Stray 

■pur to Donaldson w as wddcaneir by tlie natneot gm^ 1 c on , somewhere m the west 

buit Trre old Cherry River Rudolph, who latex sold Cree man tQ yield „ Artenler Ramsey engineer 

imr from Donaldson to ^death on the old Cherry Richwood; /nd Georg 


the netaie " 

impossible. It changed 

hands frequently—from 


line from Donaldson to me mm to f urt h er death on the old Cherry 

Gauley .Mills by way of Compaavand was further deam cm ^ 

Gauley River was discon- transferred to the present River n ^ ^ 

rinuecJ Jerrywille, by 1950 owner. Georgta^f $ of Cherry, September 

“TiiifsCr— 4 . i^ 4 - ■■ - - -■- 


hau age of coal trom man; Ray Dryou, ■ u u Nichols, Whites diows ^ 

jerryville and Straight Richwood; Wtdt« and Henrv Cool operated frie sence 

Creek to Cowen. on. somewhere in the west. ^ ml ll and narrow gauge ( \3b en ~ by Henry 

The last man to yield to Artenier Ramsey.engmeer^ taiko ad at Diana, with a W his son 

death on the old Cherry Richwood; and Geo ? capacity of 25.000 feet pet Wag*y hither -nd 

SSS SLstEs a-:Si -gsygir 


ming comntun- Most ot rnc nuuou - was a steam information. _ 

rfrmo.ro/-rfir gone. The old Shay engines 4. _—---- ^ 

DU¥CH 7 S RESTA URANT 

(First Restaurant on Rt. 15) 


n RAN 


Pardee And Curtin 
Lumber Railroad 


r* k «*' 1 u g " -o, , a»» The loader man 

■* , , 53 , day. conductor 

' P l '‘.ix ui >u i >2 V\ u*w hooker $2.25. 

tor hrrnun $1.75. Each man 
* T ’“" * f.yed from 45 cent, to 50 

Ktf1 » ccncs a day for board and 

'vTehrter rvxxn However, the train 
‘ , (umbering crews could stop and eat at 
, «,ounu^itfuBv any log camp with no 
u . f -he F.rdee charge All log camps had 
tu.too making the finest of food, long 


^.wraoc* of Wetwer about anything you 
CoJm . micr on sens wanted. Sleeping condi- 

TVse propie ire deeply tions were always poor. 
•mbbmI m ratonr* the Bedbugs and gray backs 
*.** and Icgcni of made the using of lamp oil 


made rhe using of lamp oil 
ag Shiv engines, to spray your bed necessary 
I 'hfc and living for a good night’s sleep. 
UXM in the rugged The long winter evenings 
•V earl; sawmill were spent spinning tall 
Linl rales of every description. 

173. Taylor County. Lee Gadd and others used 
Gfafror.. WV. the Pardee to make the rounds to the 
CiMTtr. Company starred a camps selling clothing, 

- — ill which watches, etc. Some have 
mro one of the been known to peddle 
lumbering and "George" (a high powered 


unhurt. Jim Smith, one of 
the finest In W>” 
railroad building, gathered 
the engines und (oodcrupln 
one day and shipped them 
luck to the Curtin shop, 
where they were repaired 
and put back in operation. 

The No. 4 engine, tun by 
Tildcn Brown, fireman, 
Walt Good, conductor, 
Bob Mullins failed to take 
sand on the head of Anglers 
Creek and the engine and 
12 loads k-ft the track and 
upset. All men jumped 
from the train to safety. 

The No. 5 engine, tun by 
Von Clark and fireman 
John Petit and No. 7. run 
by Lee Cole and Roy 
Sparks and Bob War but¬ 
ton and Joe Roberts, loader 
men, and Flem Wilson, 
conductor, had a run away 
in the hollow above 
Leivasy on Meadow Creek. 
Von Clark jumped from 
the No. 5 engine, hit a tree 
and killed himself. The 
others made it to safety. 

The Curtin operation in 
Nicholas was big, employ¬ 
ment good, wages cheap, 
living conditions also 
cheap. Old General Curtin 


,ead;ng lumbering and "George" (a high powered 
■tang companies in the snuffj that make the hicks' 
•rate ,(WestVirginia The imagination wander to 
Curtin assets moved from dreamland, known as they 
Try lor County to Sutton, U-Pine-Inn in Richwood, 
Bnr ,a County in 1886 the Greasy Front in 
wtth portable mills About Webster Springs, or Hell’s 


"mm 


The last part of 1929 and 
early 30's saw Flem Wilson 
and Ed Cochrad sent to 
Duma with the No. 1 
engine and Bill Skidmore, 


ihr.r to ari, the challenge and coal production Th. 

rebuild the mill The mil population h» dro^ 

n .1 - uimi so well wwfmlkd from a "Hth «* apptoxm-,*. 

urt under'theguideline*of Mr. tely l.HOO to 2V; 

n o Gorkin that liwy had a people Coal product^ 
‘J.Vmnl'cut the first day and still alive with Ike Lr-*. . , 
j w C a S » m E. than 120 daya. both former fotttb.il c«ch 

sides were running. c °*' stripper, from 

>n i The mill ran from 1942 Pickens. How much 
S": to 1945, mainly from production he ge-, „ 

^ to timber on the Back Fork of unknown to this write,. 

1 Elk and Pointa Mountain, but 1 would estimate 

No. 1 tlK ana I «__ 1U , ^ 4 ln a pp rox i ma tely 700 tons 


engineer to pull the steel erf to Harrison Lumber Bcrgoo No. 4, from 

the West Virginia Midland sold to Harri Arkansas 1935 t „ 1959. was a rather 
to Webster Sprint. A Mr. Co^nP^Y soW good min e with a lifetime 

Coa shaw, who laid the Th and Junk production of 6.498.554 

Virgirfia Midland Railroad! o°f cfteston. WV. The tor* U wasi. frmving 

WaSt | ,ere .nd& Bl rn 3ed .TddfcSTo* houses, company sum 

tearT'as ^history of a Mine. It was indeed a *d schoo^hutch.and unit. 


day in the history of hall. The taxis out of 
narrow gauge railroads Webster Spring kept the 


,d. when Ross Roy ran old No. road hot bringing the 

The Pardee Curtin 12, with the smokestack miners to town and back tv 

Lumber Company bought 3n d other parts gone, from spend their money 

the orginal passenger train R e( J Oak down through The No. 5 mine wasonly 
and coaches and it was used Bergoo, across the river ti 
for several years as a work the old mill site, where th 


Red Oak down through The No. 5 mine wasonly 
Bergoo, across the river to in operation from 1945 to 
the old mill site, where the 1950. with a production of 
parts were later sold to Ely 501,780 tons. 


Britton No. I from 194 
> 1943 never amounted 
whole lot, 10,178 tom 
Britton No. 1, from 




accounts at the end of each 
year. He also paid hospital 
bills for many of his 
employees. How well he 
got along with Thornt 
Hennings, John Cochran, 
Lee Gadd, 1 "* - 1 - *- 


for several years as a wont t hc old mill site, where the witn a prouucuon 01 

train from Webster pafts were later sold to Ely 501,780 tons. 

Springs to Bergoo. Thomas Lumber Company Britton No. 1 from 194 

The mill at Bergoo was „f Fenwick, Nicholas to 1943 never amounted 

built by a millright, from County. a whole lot, 10,178 tom 

Louisiana, by the name of The No. 9 engine is all Britton No. 1, from 

Harry Mitchell. He was in that remains from a legend 1943 to 1959, produced 

Bergoo less than two years, ofnarrowgaugeengines.lt 3,664,585 tons, and w r 

The mill was in full j s snll in operation and great service to thc p 

operation by April 1929. being used as a tourist people. Thc waste or b 

"Mitchell,” who was attraction in thc state of coal rejected by thc wash 

considered one of the best Maryland. and dryer was used by 


The Curtin story could about all thc people 
• written in book form Webster County, at - 


caught m Sr. A/bansT 

ICanawha County, and 

aold The assets were used 
to help buy and install a 
band mill at Sutton. Curtin 
had tlint firm band mill in 
Bratton County about 
1800 

Thc year 1900 saw 
Curun move to Nicholas 
County with three band 
mtlU, located at Hominy 
Falls, Coal Siding, and 
Curtin. This operation was 


MM!/ 


made daily 
runs^from Curtin to 
Brock's bridge and back, 
hustling the public, log 
hicks, and mail to and from 
the camps. Thc main line 
engines ran from the three 
mills to thc railroad 
junctions. The old Shay 
went up the steep hollows 
and gathered thc logs for 
the mills. At Curtin, 
Hominy Fall, and Coal 
Siding, the band mills were 


■am tm -r: wv.'f ;mjr 


^Hunch genual 
General Curtin, remains in 
the minds of many yet 
today. 

The year 1928 saw the 
hardwoods and virgin 
timber disappear and thc 
three mills of Hominy 
Falls, Coal Siding, and 
Curtin came to an end. 
Flem Wilson got the nod to 
pull stakes and embark to 
Bergoo, Webster County; a 
task that required many 


mistake. He had been t*. written in book form 
building mills in the anc ] would be worthy of 
western states for hemlock sa i e j n any book store in the 
and spruce and he failed to United States. My main 

b uild his conveyors for interest was the logging 


continue with a bnet 
comment about the coal 
interest and production. 

The Golden Ridge or 
Bethlehem Steel Mine, 
located opposite Parcoa 
was the first major coal 
operation within Webster 
County. They had their 
own power plant, motors, 
and Goodwin cutting 
machines. Its operation ran 
for some 15 years, yet, little 
history of this mine is 
known to this writer, 


altered and the mill at 
Bergoo was on its 
destination to a lifetime 
cutting of over 190 million 
board feet. 

The first log camp, run 
by Bill McCourt, was on 
Mill Run and the second 
one by Ira McClung, near 
Parcoal. From there, 
Curtin moved to Leather- 
wood and in ‘33 and ’34 
crossed Leather wood onto 


time or another. Large piles 
of bone coal remain today. 
It was used for fills, roads. 


tnc 010ongi..... 

produced from 1945 
1947 . 205.534 tons. 

The Curtin story would . 
not be complete without 
mentioning the company 
store. Someone wrote 
song about loading lOtons 
of coal and being one day 

old and deeper in debt,»mi 
wound up by saying he 
owed his sole to the 

SJSJSulorH 



r 12 nulroaTrngines 

*e*«r»l asks of track 
nano tint seem 


Boa Wdoon, mil Intng 
at Rergjo «t employed 
b> General Curtin at 
Anglers Creek and he 
pitted an tmpurran roll 
down through Curtin 
h»»tor» The Nicholas 
eperaaon rar with 10 Shay 
opw> and No. 6a Heisler, 
No 6 .Climax The No. 1 
•m.'! Shay (25 tow) was 
tmd for laying or taking up 
«*ei This made narrow 
railroad history that 
would hr hard to equal 
anywhere else in West 
Virginia 

Five loading crews, with 
an American Log Loader 
each, were required to load 
24 car* for a day's work 
Each ear consisted of 
anpr.-umafrly 1.000 feeI. 
The rrgpfterr received top 
wagei (/$1 per day for 10 


Huai tag the publu, h«is 
Saks, and mail to and (torn 
t hr t amp* l he main line 
engine* ran from the three 
■stills to the railroad 
luncootv* The old Shay 
went up the steep hollows 
and gathered the logs for 
the mills. At Curtin, 
Hominy Fall, and Cool 
Siding, the band mills were 
cutting away daily, each 
trying to outdo the other. 
The average cut for a 10- 
hour day was 40,000 feet. 
The Hominy Mill holds all 
records. A fellow by the 
name of Albert Lynch 
decided to set a record, 
yarded back his 16-foot 
logs for a few days, and one 
day the Hominy Falls Mill 
cut 78,000 feet in 10 
hours. This record stands, 
as a legend of history, as the 
most cut in any one day 
during the Curtin opera¬ 
tions in Nicholas County. 

The railroad, in Deep 
Well, near Summersvlllc, 
was a busy place with 
Shany engines, black 
smoke, and shrill whistles. 
Shay engines No. 3 and No. 
9 were trying to put an 
American steam loader up 
a steep track in Deep Well 
Hollow Engine No. 3, run 
by Jim Johnson and No. 9, 
run by Harry Butcher, Jack 
Zonhccr. conductor, Lewis 
Gregory, tong hooker, flew 
up with full steam ahead 
and came back down out of 
die hollow, upset both 
engines and the loader All 


The year 1928 saw the 
hardwoods and virgin 
nmber disappear anJ the 
three mills of Hominy 
FalLs. Coal Siding, and 
Curtin came to an end. 
Flem Wilson got the nod to 
pull stakes and embark to 
Bcrgoo, Webster County; a 
task that required many 
hours of plannmg, and 
approximately three years 
to do. The steel was pulled 
and the 10 Shays, the No. 
8, Heisler, and the No. 6 
Climax were brought to the 
Curtin Mill site to make 
ready their journey to 

/[^special H&.Q Railroad 
car was built with a narrow 
gauge track and the Shay 
engines were run on the 
B&.0 car for shipment to 
Palmer, in Braxton 
County. The journey from 
Palmer, to Webster 
Springs, to Bcrgoo, over 
the WVAM Railroad, was 
something to he talked 
about. Some of the engines 
stayed in Palmer as long as 
ten years. The fall of 1928 
saw Rem Wilson and 
George King journey to 
Diana to get the No. 1 
engine, the first to arrive in 
Webster Springs. This 
engine, used exclusively for 
the laying of steel, was 
delayed a few days in 
Wehstcr Springs awaiting 
the completion of the third 
rail of the Western 
Maryland Railroad so the 


The first log camp, run 
by Bill McCourt, was on 
Mill Run and the second 
one by Ira McClung, near 
Parcoal. From there, 
Curtin moved to Leather- 
wood and in ’33 and ’34 
crossed Leather wood onto 
Gauley as far down as 
Jcrryvillc, and in ’41 
crossed Point Mountain to 
Back Fork. The same shay 
engines and loaders used in 
Nicholas were used in this 
operation. 

Sox Riley was the mill 
boss with Windy Rose on 
one side and Harry 
Duckworth on the other. 
The lumberyard was so foil 
you could hardly find 
room fora lumber stack. A 
major portion of the 
lumber was exported to 
England and France, with 
John T. Alcock of New 
York serving as broker and 
featuring wide poplar 
hoards used in England and 
France as paneling. 

The* mill burned at 
daybreak in April 1941 
(unknown day). By 1942, 
through the efforts of 
A.W. Corkin, with the 
help of Shorty Reese 
drafting, the mill was 
rebuilt. Mr. Corking, who 
was formerly with Allis- 
Chalmers, as 76, from 
sunny California, and 
retired when he was called 


intrrc»t and production 

The Golden Ridge or 
Bethlehem Steel Mine, 
located opposite Parcoal 
was the first major coal 
operation within Wehstcr 
County. They had their 
own power plant, motors, 
and Goodwin cutting 
machines. Its operation ran 
for some 15 years, yet, little 
history of this mine is 
known to this writer, 
because they were an out of 
state corporation. 

Parcoal, or Bergoo No. 
1, as operated by Curtin 
from 1929 to 1936, 
produced a lifetime 
production of 995,404 

Barton or Bergoo No. 2, 
from 1930 to 1954. 
produced a lifetime 
tonnage of 7,900,376 tons. 
The mining towns from 

1930 to 1954 has made a 
complete change. The 
Pardee Curtin home office 
is now located there as well 
as an all electric sawmill. A 
major portion of the coal 
company houses are owned 
by individials anJ a large 
percentage of the popula¬ 
tion now work for private 
industry or survive on 
pensions. 

Bergoo No. 3 or 
Lcathcrwood, which is 
considered Bcrgoo, had a 
lifetime production, from 

1931 to 1947. of 
2.697.772 tons. At one 
time, there was an 
estimated payroll of 
$200,000 monthly from 


l‘M7 . 205.534 • • 

The Curtin w or ., 
no. be complete ^ 

mentioning the ^ 

store. Someone *7.’t r 
song about loading 16 ton. 
of coal and being one day 

old and deeper in debt, and 
wound up by saying he 
owed his sole to the 
company store; a true 
story. Some people worked 
every day in the mints and 
got more out of the store 
than they earned 

The old scrip story (buy 
cigarettes for $2.00 per 
carton and sell them for 
$1.50) applies to many 
other items, and the 
sharpies down town took 
advantage of the opportun¬ 
ity. About everybody in 
town took scrip, if they 
could get it cheap enough 
It went right back to the 
company store and they 
bought meats, groceries, 
furniture, and gas It was a 
way for the miners to get 
medicine or any other 
worthy purpose. They used 
to play poker at Bcrgoo and 
Barton and scrip played the 
same as cash. It served a 
purpose on Elk River as 
legal tender. 

Mr. Orkney, from our 
town of Webster Springs, 
has worked a lifetime lor 
Curtin-first as a lumber 
salesman. In 1927 he came 
to Webster County as store 
manager, buying and 
running the Curtin store 
until retirement. They ha*i 
Continued On Page 11 










Pardee And Curtin 
Lumber Railroad 


Continued From Page 5 

Waggy. now living in 
Charleston. WV. The elder 
Waggy logged 10 thousand 
acres on Missouri Run. 

The Birch Valley 
Lumber Company was a 
big operation at Tioga for 
many years. 

1 bring you this brief 
introduction of Webster 
County’s lumbering 
industry so you might fully 
appreciate the Pardee 
Curtin history making 
story. This information 
would have been imposs¬ 
ible without the help and 
cooperation of Webster 
County’s senior citizens. 
These people are deeply 
interested in restoring the 
traditions and legends of 
logging, Shay engines, 
actual life and living 
condmons in the rugged 
days of early sawmill 
operations 

in 1873, Taylor County, 
Grafton. WV. the Pardee 
Curtin Company started 


ff Mpw into one of the 
leading lumber 


nutvtxJ from 
Y to Sutton. 
•«Y in I Win 
«nJW About 


> hours. If they were out 13 
i hours they were allowed 

r eleven. If they loaded 24 

1 ars before noon they still 
got a day. The loader man 

f at $3 a day, conductor 
2.50, tong hooker $2.25, 
fireman $1.75. Each man 
payed from 45 cents to 50 
cents a day for board and 
room. However, the train 
crews could stop and eat at 
any log camp with no 
charge. All log camps had 
the finest of food, long 
tables with two or three 
kinds of meat, jellies, 
honey, molasses, or just 
about anything you 
wanted. Sleeping condi¬ 
tions were always poor. 
Bedbugs and graybacks 
made the using of lamp oil 
to spray your bed necessary 
for a good night’s sleep. 
The long winter evenings 
were spent spinning tall 
rales of every description. 
Lee Gadd and others used 
to make the rounds to the 
camps selling clothing, 
watches, etc. Some have 
J** 1 * known to peddle 
George” (a high powered 
wiuff) that make the hicks'' 
imagination wander to 
dreamland, known a» they 
U IW Inn in Rkhwaod. 

• he Great v From in 


HID 


-- u<mgcr, onays 

jumped to safety, and were journe- 
unhurt. Jim Smith, one of new ar 
the finest in 36" gauge end of 
railroad building, gathered engine 
the engines and loaderupin Bergcx 
one day and shipped them Virgii 
back to the Curtin shop, comir 
where they were repaired fh< 
and put back in operation, early 
The No. 4 engine, mn by and 1 
Tilden Brown, fireman, Diaru 
Walt Good, conductor, engin 
Bob Mullins failed to take engin 
sand on the head of Anglers the \ 
Creek and the engine and to W 
12 loads left the track and Coal 
upset. All men jumped origi 
from the train to safety. Virg 
The No. 5 engine, run by was 
Von Clark and fireman mor 
John Petit and No. 7, run tear: 
by Lee Cole and Roy narr 
Sparks and Bob Warbut- railr 
ton and Joe Roberts, loader end 
men, and Flem Wilson, T 
conductor, had a run away Lur 
in the hollow above the 
Leivasy on Meadow Creek, anc 
Von Clark jumped from tor 
the No. 5 engine, hit a tree tra 
and killed himself. The Sp 
others made it to safety. 

The Curtin operation in bu 
Nicholas was big, employ- Lc 
ment good, wages cheap. Hi 
living conditions also Be 
cheap. Old General Curtm T1 
was considered an of 
honorable man. He 
cancelled many store cc 
accounts at the end of each at 
year. He also paid hospital m 
bill* tor many of his bi 
employee* How well he w< 
along with Thorm an 




1 interested In restoring the 
tradition* nnJ lv*'nd* of 

■ 

ConJlflonw In the » "gg« j 
jiyt ,,f curly i»»»wmlll 

operations. 

Ill Ii373. lay lor County, 
Grafton. WV. the Pnrdcc 
i 'nrun Company started a 
small sawmill which 
rruf’icil into ane of" the 
leading lumbering and 
mining companies in the 
state of West Virginia. The 
Curtin assets moved from 
Taylor Counry to Sutton, 
Braxton Counry in 1886 
with portable mills. About 
lt*A) a flood erupted in 
Sutton, brekamg a log dam 
an Elk River. The Curtin 

r > ' ” ill.n 

fert of liys These logs were 
caught in St. Albans, 
Kanawha County, and 
sold The assets were used 
to help buy and install a 
band null at Sutton. Curtin 
had their first band mill in 
Braxton County about 
1890 

The year 1900 saw 
Curtin move to Nicholas 
County with three band 
mills, located at Hominy 
Falls, Coal Siding, and 
Curtin Thu operation was 
to Loot 28 years This was a 
era tn narrow gauge 
railroad transportation 
With the new- operations 
C * mc 12 railroad engines 
load «rser»l miles qi track 
tturteft that seem 


Flea bug* ana (jrayoacKs 
made the using of lamp oil 
to spray your bed necessary 
for a good night's sleep. 
Tlie long winter evenings 
were spent spinning tall 
tales of every description. 
Lee Gsidd and others used 
to make the rounds to the 
camps selling clothing, 
watches, etc. Some have 
been known to peddle 
'’George” (a high powered 
snuff) that make the hicks’ 
imagination wander to 
dreamland, known as they 
U-Pine-Inn in Richwood, 
the Greasy Front in 
Webster Springs, or Hell’s 
Half Acre and the saloon in 
Camden on GauJey. 

Curtin was the hub for 
t?w\vh<ST^^opere!norv\^ 
railroad bus made daily 
runs, from Curtin to 
Brock’s bridge and back, 
hustling the public, log 
hicks, and mail to and from 
the camps. The main line 
engines ran from the three 
mills to the railroad 
junctions. The old Shay 
went up the steep hollow's 
and gathered the logs for 
the mills. At Curtin, 
Hominy Fall, and Coal 
Siding, the band mills were 
cutting aw^y daily, each 
trying to outdo the other. 
The average cut tor a 10- 
hour day was 40.000 feet 
The Hominy Mill holds all 
records. A fellow bv the 
name of Albert Lynch 
decided to set a record, 
yarded bock hu Ib-Kxg 
1*>P tor a trw day*, and 
day thr Momtm Falls Mill 
exit 7H.OX3 fort in 10 
hour* Hu* rrv.^uavh. 


Leivasy < >n Mcadov 
Von Clark jump: 
the No. 5 engine, V 
and killed hims* 
others made it to 
The Curtin ope 
Nicholas was big, 
ment good, wag 
living conditic 
cheap. Old Gene 
was considc 
honorable n 
cancelled ma 
accounts at the e 
year. He also pa 
bills for man 
employees. Ho 
got along wit 
Hennings, Jo 
Lee Gadd, 

who f 

mown! I 
I of a stauneb \ 
General Curtin, 
the minds of 
today. 

The year 19 
hardwoods a 
timber disappe 
three mills o 
Falls, Coal S 
Curtin came t 
Flem Wilson go 
pull stakes and 
Bergoo. Webste 
task that requ 
hours of plar 
approximately i 
to do. The steel 
and the 10 Sha 
S. Hcisler. and 
Climax were brv 
Curnn Mill sit 
readv their * 
Bergoo 

A special tkk 
car «t% built wti 
track ant 
engines were r 
car for d 
Palmer, in 


mill*. KKitra #*» fHiminy 

Mb, (Soal Mm, and 
Curtin Thi* operation wa» 
tn U*r 2H v«f« Thl* was a 
nr* rr* in narrow gauge 
railroad trsnaportat ton. 
With (hr nrw oiirrarton* 
camr 12 railroad engine* 
and «rver*| mile* of (rack 
and *(ortc* (hat *crrn 
unnraliattc nxlny 


Firm Wilaon, still living 
a( Hergoo, wa* cmpk>yrd 
by General Curtin at 
Angler* Creek and he 
pkved an importan roll 
down through Curtin 
hitrory. The Nicholas 
operation ran with 10 Shay 
tngirun and No 8a Hruler, 
No 6. a lit mat The No. I 
(25 tons) w*s 
for laying or taking up 
••erl Thu made narrow 
•Mir railroad history that 
•wdd be hard to equal 
mfwimt else in West 
V»ui 

h%r iu*img ,ir»., Mi(h 
•* ■Vmctnan Uf 

*rtr rr\|uifr\t I..L»J 
tut . 

i«m*«strd of 

MHO trrt 


J Siding, the hand mills were 
% cutting away daily, each 
i trying to outdo the other. 
* The average cut for a 10- 
hour day was 40,000 feet. 
‘ The Hominy Mill holds all 
> records. A fellow by the 
name of Albert Lynch 
decided to set a record, 
yarded back his 16-foot 
logs for a few days, and one 
day the Hominy Falls Mill 
cut 78,000 feet in 10 
hours. This record stands, 
as a legend of history, as the 
tnost cut in any one day 
during the Curtin opera- 
dons in Nicholas Counts 
The railroad, in Deep 
Well, near Summersvilie. 

a busy place with 
Shany engines, black 
smoke, and shrill whistles 
Shay engines No. 3 and No 
9 * rrc frying to put an 
American steam loader up 
Mecp track in LVep Weil 
Hollow Engine No 3. run 
hv Jim Johnson *nd No. 9. 
fun by Harry Butcher, jack 
Zonhurr. conductor. Lewis 
^****y. tong tvvdtrr flew 
up with full mmm ahead 
camr hack duwn out eg 
^ Ndkiw, wiwrf Ksth 
fiMPHcw and thr L^adrr AM 






• nws» reakrrd the danger, 

in jumped to wfcty, #nvl were 

imluirt jim Smith, one of 
the finest In V>" gauge 
railroad building, gathered 
the engine* and loader upin 
mr+r I * vWH . ,!*> and shipped them 
nre alio K»ek to the Curtin shop, 

4 '*- Vv - where they were repaired 

r ?Sr» «ej. *od put hack in operation, 
i.^vr rrmr. rhr No. 4 engine, run by 
. .r..UM nkien Brown, fireman, 
we* S. . K \X ait Good, conductor, 
M K+ Mullins failed to take 

**** y mtsJ on the head of Anglers 

s >»*; jt.j Creek and the engine and 
**"[ •*. - loti* krft the track and 
rii * * “part All men jumped 
*' ~ » from the train to safety 
unfr * The No 5 engine, run by 

«< Va n Oark and fireman 

°* ^ John fVtit and No 7. run 
*“*'* W Let Cote and Roy 

* Sfwrk* and Bob War but - 

1 “*• Mod Jar Roberta, loader 
*"• Hem Wilton. 
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Shays could make their 
journey to Be rgoo and their 
new and last home. By the 
end of 1929 all the Curtin 
engines had made it to 
Bergoo and the West 
Virginia Midland was 
coming to an end. 

The last part of 1929 and 
early 30's saw Flem Wilson 
and Ed Cochrad sent to 
Diana with the No. 1 
engine and Bill Skidmore, 
engineer to pull the steel of 
the West Virginia Midland 
to Webster Springs. A Mr. 
Coalshaw, who laid the 
original steel for the West 
Virginia Midland Railroad, 
was there on that gloomy 
morning and shed a few 
tears as the history of a 
narrow gauge passenger 
railroad was coming to an 
end. 

The Pardee Curtin 
Lumber Company bought 
the orgmal passenger train 
and coaches and it was used 
for several years as a work 
train from Webster 
Sprmga to ftrrgoo 

The milt at iVrgm» *aa 
h*lt hr a mdlnghi. fnaa 
L*** ***** hi the tune 

Mm hell Hr was Ml 
*»»*•• l<*» #Mn haa, aetata 
'**• auU ... u> lull 
* AprU |*N 
“**•*.11 ,ku ... 
*“ it* 


to meet the challer 
rebuild the mill. T 
was so well ass 
under the guideline 
Corkin, that the\ 
normal cut the first 
in less than 120 da 
sides were running 
The mill ran fre 
to 1945, mainl 
timber on the Bad 
Elk and Pointa V 
The mill finally 
1945 and the nr 
sold to Harrison 
Company of / 
The old engines 
to Midwest Steel 
of Charleston, 1 
engines were cc 
loaded at old 
Mine. It was me 
day m the h 
narrow gauge 
when Rvw> Roy r 
12. with the si 
and other parts i 
Red Oak Jow 
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John Cochran, 


r. jellies. 


Irepm* <®" 


tears as tnc 
narrow gauge passenger c 

railroad was coming to an , 

end. . _ 

The Pardee Curtin 
Lumber Company bought 
the orginnl p*»** n K cr tra,n . 
and coaches and it was used 
for several years as a work 
train from Webster 
Springs to Bergoo. 

The mill at Bergoo was 
built by a millnght, from 
Louisiana, by the name of 
Harry Mitchell He was in 
Bergoo less than two years. 
The mill was in full 
operation by April 1929. 
"Mitchell,” who was 
considered one of the best 
at that time, made but one 
mistake. He had been 
building mills in the 
western states for hemlock 
and spruce and he failed to 
b uiid his conveyors for 
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pul! *Ar* and embark to 
Krr»«v Webster 1 ounry; a 
<*«k that required many 
kwn of |4annmg. and 
gipuumMriv three year* 
*? Jo The ard was pulled 
and the 10 Shays. the No. 

* Hmlrr. and the No 6 
Oamaa mrrr brought to the 
C«ran MiU a nr to make 
tadi thnr journey to 

^Tgeual MkO Railroad 
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ulcered and thr mill at 
Itergno w»i on its 
ilc*f motion to a lifetime 
cutting of over 190 million 
hoard feet. 

The first log camp, run 
by Bill McCourt, was on 
Mill Run and the aecond 
one by Ira McUung. near 
Parcoal. From there. 
Curtin moved to Leather - 
wikhI and in *33 and *34 
crossed Leather wood onto 
Gauley as far down as 
Jerryville. and in *41 
cruaaed Point Mountain 10 
Back Fork The same shay 
engines and loaders used in 
Nicholas were used in this 
operation 

Soa Riley was the mill 
ha» with Windy Rose on 
one side and Harry 
(\»ckworth on the ocher 
The lumberyard so full 
you could hardly IwvJ 
naan fur a lumber ttai A 
major portton of the 
iumhrt was npetrvi tu 
tngftand and France with 
hdw T Aktwk df New 
V»ei wrung as beuferv and 
(rsivfiig whir poplar 
hard* cardial ngjknjand 
ha%* m (weW 

tW Mall bufirJ a! 
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aV^mI B6st > IUilf«sul 
t fr « •'. built aith a naff 

track and the Shay 
mgm» «t»r fun on the 
040 < ar M shipment fo 
Palmer. In Braxton 
i tminn The journey from 
f timer, to Webater 
Sfr«^» to Berwoo. over 
cKr WVAM R*ilruad. was 
—srthmg to hr talkrd 
dhx# 5txnr of f hr engine* 
emJ in Palmer ** lor* » 
M ***** The t ali of 1928 
*r» Rem Wilton and 
Kir* journey to 
ip grt thr Nt. I 
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Jrrryvillc. and in ’41 state 
enow'll Point Mountain to Pa 
IUk Fork. Thr same shay l, a ? 
cntftnrn and loaders used in fron 
Nicholas were used m this proi 
operation ptoc 

Sox Riley was the mill tons 
boas with Windy R*we on & 


one aide and Harry fror 
(Hukworth on the ocher pro 
The lumberyard was 90 full to nr 
you could hardly find The 
room for a lumber stack A 19k 
major portion of the core 
lumber was exported to Parc 
England and France, with is nc 
John T Alcock of New as ai 
York serving as broker and maj< 
featuring wide poplar com 
boards used in England and b> 1 
France as paneling. pen 

The* mill burned at non 
daybreak in April 1941 mA 
(unknown day) Bv 1942. 
through the efforts of B 
A NX Corkm. w*.?h the Leal 
of SKorty Reese con- 
drafting the ffnK » x% liiet 
trbsah Mr l orkang. vHo 19 
luemrrb »>A NLi 2.t* 
Oulmm as Th. (man tim 
spmis l sliMmu. and esti 
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fo meet the challenge and 
rebuild the null. The mill 
was m> well assembled 
under the guidelines of Mr 
Corkin. that they had a 
normal cut the first day and 
m levs than 120 days, both 
sides were running. 

rhe null ran from 1942 
to 1945. mainly from 
timber on the Back Fork of 
Elk and Pointa Mountain. 
The mill finally closed in 
1945 and the mill assets 
sold to Harrison Lumber 
Company of Arkansas. 
The old engines were sold 
to Midwest Steel and Junk 
of Charleston, WV. The 
engines were cut up and 
loaded at old Red Oak 
Mine It was indeed a sad 
Jbt tn thr history of 
narrow gauge railroads 
• Sen R. Roy ran old No. 
12. with the smokrstack 
and *<her parts gone, from 
Red Oak down through 
Arrmio, senna the river to 
l%r >mJ mill tife. where thr 
were Later «»U to Ely 
TVuanaw Lumhcr Uirnpany 
o4 fcnwiik Nicholas 
Oawnry 



.oal production. The 
population has dropped 

from a high of approxima¬ 
tely 1,800 to about 250 
people. Coal production i s 
still alive with Ike Lewis, a 
former football coach and 
coal stripper, from 
Pickens. How much 
production he gets is 
unknown to this writer, 
but I would estimate 
approximately 700 tons 
per day. 

Bcrgoo No. 4, from 
1935 to 1959, was a rather 
good mine with a lifetime 
production of 6,498,554 
tons. It was a thriving 
mining town with 70 
houses, company store, 
school, church, and union 
hall. The taxis out of 
Webster Springs kept the 
road hot bringing the 
miners to tow n and back to 
spend their money. 

The No. 5 mine was only 
in operation from 1945 to 
1950, with a production of 
501.780 tons 

Britton No I from 1943 
Co 1943 never amounted to 
a whole lot. 10,178 tons 

Britton No l. from 

194 3 to 1949. produced 
l.W'4.585 com. and was a 
great trrvtcr to the pint 
Itunlc The waiter or rone 
(ual refrsted by the w *du*t 
e*J dryer uwrd by 

all 

Wwbm i 

law or an 
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The ow **, Strr | and Junk 
ro Mid*'** 1 y^/V The 
of ' h * rk *‘'"' , UP Anti 

r n T? .T ou r«* t>,k . 

mThT i. »«* «“ lwJ * “4 

«, d«- looorv o 

.. ..fluue railroad* 

"hen K‘»'> R°V ran old Nl ’ 

l.\ «„h tl.r •mokc.i*.-k 
„, u i t *hrr I'-rtn K*one. from 
g^j <.'.«& down through 
Brrgoo, across (Ik* river to 
(he old null ute. where the 
|w( f t’» were liiter sold to fcly 
I Kniu* I umber Company 
.o Ken wick. Nicholas 


iaM |w^ from bounty 
H the njmr oi fhe No 9 engine is all 
Hr in (hat remain* fn>m a legend 
~. y - •» . »cars narrow gauge engines. It 

m toil i% %nll in operation and 
N Apre l«29 bring used as a tourist 
»s. was attraction in the state of 
KUrvlind 

The Curtin story could 
re written in book form 
and would be worthy of 
safe in a ny book store in t he 

L ruled states My mam 


production or o.^v«,554 
tons It was a thriving 
mining town with 70 
houses, company store, 
school, church, and union 
hall. The taxis out of 
Webster Springs kept the 
road hot bringing tl*. 
miners to town and back to 
spend their money. 

The No 5 mine was only 
in operation from 1945 to 
1950. with a production of 
501,780 tons. 

Britton No. 1 from 194 1 
to 1943 never amounted to 
a whole lot, 10,178 tons. 

Britton No. 1, from 
1943 to 1959, produced 
3,664,585 tons, and was a 
great service to the poor 
people. The waste or bone 
coal rejected by the washer 
and dryer was used by 
about all the people in 
Webster County, at one 
time or another. Large piles 
of bone coal remain today. 
It was used for fills, roads. 
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IV mining WOW from 
|0|0 to l** 4 has niadc ® 

Complete change I he 
p*f Jrr Curtin home office 
«» now located there at well 
XI an all cfcctfic sawmill A 
ni^tf purtum of the coal 
cvcnfwny hmiri are owned 
h mJmduiU and a large 
prtirtKafr of the popub- 
mi r- ^ work for private 
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every day in the mines and 
got more out of the store 
than they earned. 

'Die old scrip story (buy 
cigarettes for $2.00 per 
carton and sell them for 
$ 1 . 50 ) applies to many 
other item*, and the 
sharpies down town took 
advantage of the opportun¬ 
ity. About everybody in 
town took scrip, if they 
could get it cheap enough 
It went right back to the 
company store and they 
bought meats, groceries, 
furniture, and gas It was a 
way for the miners to get 
medicine or any other 
worthy purpose. They used 
CO pUy poker at Bergoo and 
Barton and scrip pbyed the 
same as cash It served a 

C rpusc on Elk River as 
al tender 

Mr Orkney, from our 
tow n of Webster Springs, 
has worked a lifetime for 
ClMlhl fllW as a lumber 
salesman In 1927 he amr 
to Webster County as store 
manager, buying and 
runn«~g thr Curtm store 
until ret i rement They had 
Continued Qt» IHgr H 
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Paul G. Thayer 


morning. «t 7:30 nnd thirty 
minutes late lor thr daily 
run to Buckhannon. They 


, i >ieih r>rr txiil thr throttle and conductor came up to Mr. 

■ n.' »*> No» the whistle tor the Thayer in the cab of the 

•mar rt BCxc' Raiir.ud He went to engine (3113) and said to 
war ht* »ori. a» a fireman in 1<H4 Mr. Thayer, "You are not 
. clore* and running as an running a freight train, we 

to hn engineer in 1047- He arc thirty minutes late." 

tor started running the 1212 Mr. Thayer said to the 
irters to freight engine, later the fireman, "We will pull into 
p.eha 1314 In December 1949 Buckhannon on time.” He 
raiirmd he bumped into the pulled down the track at 

around passenger run from Pickens about 40 miles per hour for 

>ve. hn railroad to Buckhannon. steam a mile and a sign said Track 

j tas esebrows engine *3113. His first warning, 10 miles per 

i iikr a midget three days in Pickens is hour.’ 

.:rcu» Hu something to remember. He never touched the 


rhaycr in the cab of the 
•ngine (3113) and said to 


pulled down the track at 
about 40 miles per hour for 
a mile and a sign said 'Track 


hard * He started from Buckhan- 



mber. He never touched the 
khan- throttle. He said at times he 
1941 thought the engine and 
t and passenger cars were all 
going into the river. He 
I pulled into Adrian and the 
conductor gave him 
another visit and informed 
him to slow it down, we 
were ahead of time. 

Mr. Thayer ran the 
Pickens to Buckhannon 
run for six months and the 
conductor never talked to 
him again about his 
schedule. The second night 
in Pickens, Mr. Thayer 
went to bed at the Pickens 
Hotel as soon as supper was 
over. He woke up about 
12:00 o’clock to go to the 
Johnny house. The fire had 
gone out in the pot belly 
stove. He reached for his 


;t porch of thr second floor 
V of the hotel. Mr. Thayer 
y finally made it back to the 
y bed and the Hostler for 
J 3113 informed him and the 
t fireman that the engine and 
water lines to the passenger 
t coaches were freezing up. 

> Mr. Thayer, the fireman 
t and Hostler had the engine 

thawed out, heat in the 
' passenger coaches and 
: 3113 and crew was on their 

> way at 7:30 a.m. for 

: Buckhannon. 

Mr. Thayer served as 
engineer on the 5005 
passenger train engine from 
Richwood to Clarksburg. 
He also blowed the whisde 
and pulled the throttle on 
7608, one of the biggest 
steam engines ever in 
service except the 614, that 
runs continuously on 
excursion runs yet today 
and yearly from Cincinnati 
to Hinton. The 7608 was 
192 feet long from cow 
catcher to the coupling at 
the end of the water tank 
with a 235 lb. steam 
pressure, held 25 tons of 
coal and 22,000 gallons of 
water and was used to haul 
troop trains all over the 
United States during 
World War n. 

Mr. Thayer has trained a 
number of young engineers 
on diesel. Tommy Bragg, 
Don Snyder and many 
many others. He has run on 
about all the trackage from 

Gauley Rivers, Grafton 


and Cumberland, Mary- fire and the recent wreck « 
land; there is little trackage Central» Tunnel WV«-r. 
in the scope of the B&.0 you come out of the 4.y 
Grafton yards that Mr. feet tunnel it «only ahou> 
Thayer has not covered. 40 feet to the 600 feet long 
Mr. Thayer was the bridge with guerdeTs ever, 
original objector to the 100 feet and over 200 feet 
conditions at the old down to the water The da-, 
Beanery at Co wen. He filed of the wreck the engineer 
a report on several was through the tunnel and 
occasions about living on the burning bridge and 
conditions, screen doors, engines passed over the 
beds and general condi- bridge on the steel guerder. 
dons. A new air condition- and clearing the burr.;:,; 
ed Beanery was built and ties and hot steel as they 
this writer and his brothers slid across the guerders the 
were the prime contract- fuel oil tanks were split and 
ors. We also started the when the fuel oil hit the hot 
Cass Scenic Railroad the steel it made a tremendous 
same year. fire. Somehow the 

Mr. Thayer wrecked at engineers and train crews 
Orlando in Braxton managed to put out the fire 


Mr. Thayer wrecked at engineers and train crew-s 
Orlando in Braxton managed to put out the fire 
County in 1958. The first and save die engines. Mr 
car behind three engineers Thayer was one of die 
kicked a rail and 31 coal engineers who helped 
cars loaded, jumped the rebuild the bridge and 
track and piled up 6 deep. restore railroad traffic. 

We were clocked at 39 Mr. Thayer married a 
miles per hour when we railroad woman. His 
wrecked. Charlotte Thayer, was a 

Mr. Thayer wrecked two clerk and telegraph 
miles east of Cowen on operator in Grafton before 
Laurel Creek’s steepest they moved to Cowen. 
grade. We had a loose Mr. Thayer was bom to 
wheel that wouldn't slow be a railroad engineer. He 
down in a curve and turned has many good pictures of 
sideways and derailed 37 engines and wrecks and can 
coal cars. There is probably talk for hours abost his 

coal on Laurel Creek lifetime railroad expen 
today. It went all over the ence. He is a li ving, walking 
hillside. 1 once wrecked legend on B6cO Rjuilrcad 
one, the big Ditch, coming history. A mcmberjjjf ^ 
from Camden-on-Gauley. Cowen Railroad , 

Wc came upon a broken Hume, Mr. Thayer is a m*n 
0.11 .ml we Jc-.aifni itt that all Webster CounriS^M 
hoppers of coal. Every- and West Virginians^ 
body remembers the bridge should be proud of. 
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Paul G. Thayer 
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Paul G. Thayer, a 90 lb. 
railroad engineer, who was 
not supposed to make it 
because of his size, his 
engineer leather gloves 
come almost to his 
elbows, he had to look for 
small women’s garters to 
hold the sleeves up on his 
shirt and his blue railroad 
handkerchief went around 
his neck twice, his railroad 
cap tipped his eyebrows. 
He looked like a midget 
with a circus. His 
determination and hard 
work made him one of the 
best railroad engineers to 


ever pull the throttle and 
blow the whistle for the 
B&lO Railroad. He went to 
work as a fireman in 1944 
and was running as an 
engineer in 1947. He 
started running the 1212 
freight engine, later the 
1314. In December 1949 
he bumped into the 
passenger run from Pickens 
to Buck han non, steam 
engine #3113. His first 
three days in Pickens is 
something to remember. 
He started from Buckhan- 
non to Pickens in a 1941 
Ford at 7:30 at night and 


VIRGINIA 


arrived in Pickens the 
morning, at 7:30 andtl 
minutes late for the < 
run to Buckhannon. 
got the train on the mo 
Alexandra and 
conductor came up tc 
Thayer in the cab o 
engine (3113) and sa 
Mr. Thayer, "You ar 
running a freight trai 
are thirty minutes 
Mr. Thayer said tc 
fireman, "We will pul 
Buckhannon on time 
pulled down the tra 
about 40 miles per ho 
a mile and a sign said * 
warning, 10 mile 
hour.’ 

He never touche 
throttle. He said at tii 
thought the engin 
passenger cars we 
going into the riv> 
pulled into Adrian i 
conductor gave 
another visit and ml 
him to slow it doi 
were ahead of time 
Mr. Thayer ra 
Pickens to Buck 
run for six months 
conductor never ta 
him again abot 
schedule. The sccor 
in Pickens. Mr 
went to bed at the 
HvKcl •» soon as sup 
over He woke up 
12 o'clock to go 
Johnny house The f 






arrived in Pickens the next 
morning, nt 7: 30 and thirty 
minute* lute for the daily 
run to Buckhannon. They 
got the train on the move to 
Alexandra and the 
*,JI thr throttle and conductor came up to Mr. 
thr whistle for the Thayer in the cab of the 
?Uiir 4 «d He went to engine (3113) and said to 
> 4 fireman in 1**44 Mr Thayer. "You arc not 
■m running a* an running a freight train, we 
rr in I **47 He are thirty minutes late.” 
running the 1212 Mr Thayer said to the 

mgine iater the fireman. "We will pull into 

n rVvrmher 1949 Buckhannon on time.” He 


porch of the second fl<x>r and Cumberland. Mar 
of the hotel. Mr. Thayer land; there is little track a 

finally made it back to the in the scope of the R&i 

bed and the Hostler for Grafton yards that K 

3113 informed him and the Thayer has not covered 

fireman that the engine and Mr. Thayer was 1 
water lines to the passenger original objector to 
coaches were freezing up. conditions at the i 
Mr. Thayer, the fireman Beanery at Cowen. He fi 
and Hostler had the engine a report on seve 

thawed out, heat in the occasions about liv 

passenger coaches and conditions, screen do- 

3113 arid crew was on their beds and general cot 

way at 7:30 a.m. for dons. A new air condic 

Buckhannon. ed Beanery was built 




ped into the pulled down the track at Mr. Thayer served as 
run trc*m Pickens about 40 miles per hour for engineer on the 5005 
Sin non steam a mile and a sign said'Track passenger train engine from 
1113 H.s tint warning, 10 miles per Richwood to Clarksburg, 
k 01 FVrkem is hour ' He also blowed the whistle 

to nrtnemc>er He never touched the and pulled the throttle on 
from Bucfchan- throttle. He said at rimes he 7608, one of the biggest 
km* tn a I**4I thought the engine and steam engines ever in 
V m ot/ht and passenger cars were all service except the 614, that 
f^xng into the river. He runs continuously on 
pulled into Adnan and the excursion runs yet today 
conductor gave him and yearly from Cincinnati 
y' J another visit and informed to Hinton. The 7608 was 
_X,_y| hun *“ « Jow n. »c 192 feci long from cow 

T.J^ I “ere *ho|d of time. catcher to the coupling at 

I 7 lr Th *' r " ran the ,he end of the water tank 

; Vk r“ lo Buckhatmon with a 235 lb. steam 

1/ 4 r -" kK “* months and the pressure, held 25 tons of 

J J K.„ ulktd '<> coal and 22.000 gallons of 

V. A Mr * bou ' tv* water and wu used to haul 

^^1 tIOOp *l> over the 

I In. a. bJ .ML 2^ VCf Un,,cd State. durmn 
ISl W ^ fVkcm World War U 

c I »»”» Mr Thayer has trained a 

I U<*.. ,k, k V.-manu-meer. 

I 1 ^ - * rc* t ^ Tummy IVm{. 

>*~yhw.The hr. had O.K, SoysJcr and n ™y 






s at fk wvond Awn 
«• Mr fWr 

i< m*ir it Kd»l h 1 the 
trtxf thr Hook* fcx 
mK»rmr»l Hwri *n J the 
in th* the cns*nc *nd 
Imet n> thr 
% mrre frnmnc up 
Imrr thr rircimn 
wrier K»J thr engine 
| out. hew: *n thr 
grf coacitn «nd 
mJ ctr* *i> i*> their 
r 7:10 an hx 


TWr •rrvrd *> 

r on thr 5005 
t nn ra pnr from 
d k> ilirbhin 
thr nhfemr 
ro thr rhnxtir on 


r 614 that 
mJf on 

vrr tain 

'ammo 


flPE #r*i I— g 

BiMnltnlM 

► «l MM 

I MMtSl 


and Cumberland, Miiry 
land, there is little trackage 
in tlx aeope of thr B 6 tO 
(»r«fton yards* that Mr. 
leaver has not covered. 

Mr lhayrr wns the 
<xigmal objector to the 
conditions at the old 
Beanery at Cowen. He filed 
a report on several 
occasions about living 
conditions, screen doors, 
beds and general condi- 
tions A new air condition¬ 
ed Beanery was built and 
this writer and his brothers 
were the prime contract¬ 
ors. We also started the 
Gas* Scenic Railroad the 
same year. 

Mr. Thayer wrecked at 
Orlando in Braxton 
County in 1958. The first 
car behind three engineers 
kicked a rail and 31 ccnl 
cars ituded. jumped the 
track and piled up 6 deep 
Wr were clocked at 39 
tmies per hour when wr 


Mr Thayer wrecked two 
tain cost d linwi on 

wirl (.fork’s steepest 

We hod a luxe 

■k s rl «h*t wouldn't slow 
m a curve and turrvd 
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fire and the recent wreck at 
Central in Tunnel. When 
you come out of the 400 
feet tunnel it is only about 
40 feet to the 600 feet long 
bridge with guerders every 
100 feet and over 200 feet 
down to the water. The day 
of the wreck the engineer 
was through the tunnel and 
on the burning bridge and 
engines passed over the 
bridge on the steel guerders 
and clearing the burning 
ties and hot steel as they 
slid across the guerders the 
fuel oil tanks were split and 
when the fuel oil hit the hot 
steel it made a tremendous 
fire. Somehow the 
engineers and train crews 
managed to put out the fire 
and save the engines. Mr. 
Thayer was one of the 
engineers who helped 
rebuild the bridge and 
restore railroad traffic. 

Mr. Thayer married a 
railroad woman. His 
Charlotte Thayer, was a 
clerk and telegraph 
<4 xt a lor in Grafton before 
they moved to Cowcrv 

Mr Thayer was K>m to 
hr a railroad engineer He 
has many good pictures of 
engine* and wreck s and van 
talk fur 
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Asking Politicians To Consider Youth And C.C.C 


»*»d It rtwir H valet checkerboard John l 

h» "* »hr Motor of l Vlcgalr* ahirts, clc. Out of tl 
dotaj*r». At the oral election I was day. 25-member co 
ktahxa elected to the Silver Haired tre mvnti||arion car 
*» tr-.x-r. Senate and waa circled as State Temporary cca 

• wrl aa tVraidmt. but waa declared program (STEP) Si 

hnatt utrivible because I would hour stare park ■ 
tic* a-tJ ra»r sign an alfidavii that I program, the wclfar 
at.-w ha> wouU not run for public and garden prograr 
•eaJ «. a office the first $30,000 fc 

If Ur In I 958. under President stamps in McC 

U or Eisenhower, WV economy County alone, later i 
steeds was flat unemployment in Logan, Clay and U 
e same southern WV was at an all- and then statewid 
x ttxer nme high. Linemploymcnt now nationwide. 
nr r m funda were gone, relief and Last year 1985,11 
county rood orders were almost in Charleston, five 

vjoiph impossible, Red Cross, weikly that cc- 

. churches and charity Kanawha, Putnam, parts of 

Pari organizations were broke. Clay, Fayette and Boone. 1 

3 can* The southern counties of have a TV library, VHS 

carers. McDowell. Mingo, Logan and Beta, thirty-six 30- 

u-uscs and Mercer were at a minute TV shows with 

k and standstill. various legislators, State 

m the As an elected member of Senators and Board of 
recess the WV Legislature, we Public Works all on file at 

mnus- organised a committee for my home at 216 River 

c as distressed areas of WV. I Drive, Webster Springs, 

incrs. was appointed chairman of WV. They have run as re- 

pt the the 25-member committee, runs in Webster Springs, 

V, the I see poverty at the worst Buckhannon and are now 

i the with ugly conditions, running in Morgantown 

Dick outside toilets with their and will run in Elkins 

cd a sticky smells, a clinging immediately after Christ- 

it by odor long after you left the mas. I hope the Tv cable 

,rcuit scene, shoestrings dangling subscribers of Webster TV 

Mr from oversized hard-toe Cable Service demand they 

* tied mining boots, caps and run the TV Sheriff Given 

voted socks pulled down over show in Webster Springs, 


security, veteran's benefits. 

-i- — --— labor contracts, etc. 

provide such jobs. The Congress helps themselves 
Reagan administration is and trying hard to make 
running wild with space second class citizens out of 
age, star wars, and military our citizens. They have said 
and defense contracts, so amen to Reagan's star wars, 
many and so big that congressional benefits, 
controls have been lax Junkets and continue to 

_ — ,--- while taxpayers arc buying vote for 2 trillion deficits 

11' loser, he doesn't agree. We ash trays for $100 each and that our children and 

J, don’t need him on the bolts, nuts, washers and grandchildren can never 

er team. Election after screwdrivers for $40 each. pay. 

id election the people help me Congress has been The great 100-year flood 
knock on doors — the brainwashed into approv- of November 4 and 5, is 
V team gets out their cash ing safety for this nation to history, and people, towns 

ts political funds, and pay on the tune of a 2 trillion debt and government agenda 

rd the precinct level — and if at 8% interest while at the 
necessary re-finance same time reducing the 
election day about noon, standard of living of the 

and start giving and buying, middle and working class 

I always make them spend, by tightening of black lung, 
hustle, pull their hair, fight food stamps, social 
among themselves and 
promise one another and 
Ward healers political 
dreams of elephant size. 

Jobs are the main issue in - T ~V _ * 

WV and the nation. 

Serious questions should Mt 

be raised by the WV H 

legislature and our "TB 

Congressional delegation t S»y 

in Washington, DC about 

any government or any £► ~'w . 

economic system that can ^ J ^1 

provide jobs to all who 
need them and arc able to 
work. It is crystal clear with ^ 
unemployment at about 


lgcment. 


politicians, both state and 
national. Think of all the 
laid-off coal miners. If the 
government and politicians 

Continued On Pa*e 12 
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If you are interested in Gas and Oil and need 1,000 acres 

blocked up Mike Ross can help you. If you are from any 

of the 18 Latin American Countries and have gas and oil 

acreage for sale, Mike Ross will buy, sell or 

help you block up acreage for drilling or l_J 

selling. Mike Ross tCsfl 

Buckhannon, WV 26201 


Mike Ross Gas and Oil Coalton 
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Mike Ross Gas and Oil Coalton 

If you are interested in Gas and Oil and need 1,000 acres 

blocked up Mike Ross can help you. If you are from any 

of the 18 Latin American Countries and have gas and oil 

acreage for sale, Mike Ross will buy, sell or 

help you block up acreage for drilling or 

selling. Mike Ross 

Buckhannon, WV 26201 
(304) 472-1110 



























gUMHKMKg& 













hr did Tween to my Kpf 


Pooaito*ilcui Ca***U(f 
WELCOMES ^ n , 


between Slaty fork and 
Elkins- The steam Malles' 
of the Western Maryland 
Railroad stopped for 
water, coal and orders. It 
was an enjoyable place for 
railroad workers to relax 


which Is hard to believe, 
but elements of the same 


Webster Springs, Our very 
own people oT this town 
were without water and 
electricity for one week and 
people from Uppcrglade 
and other parts of the 
country were sidelined In 
Webster Springs from 2 to 

Lc da e’S,be T r he 7" m f94? 

Although I was in Germany 


WORTHY'S GENERAL STORE 






































Coldest And Highest 


Having spent Part of the 
f tv%x > month* in Cass, 
K. an J tin occasions 
\n* tm' 1 * out from work 

* ,iton die front porch of 

old Company Store, 

Thuh « r ouc nmc y vas one 

^ the biggest in the state 
Lj kept about anything 

* Hl wantru, one hears the 
ihotle of old No. 4 Shay 
ffijjine purchased from 
p.rch Valley Lumber 
Company. Tioga. WV and 
nti« used at Cass as a 
remembrance of old 
legging days and as an 
eiuursHm train for people 
from all over the U.S. and 
foreign countries. At the 
present time, old No. 4 
•ervrs as a training engine, 
traaung some young men 
at future engineers for the 
Cass Venn Railroad when 
m is completed to Raid 
Kite*' The No. 7 Shay 
cnginr. which recently 
marj thr Mnunuin State 


many thousand feet of 
lumber was sawed in 24 ( 

hours (242 M feet). They 
all remember certain 
railroad wrecks and snow 
storms and about all ot 
them have been in the town 
of Spruce in its heyday, 
propulate 500 in 1914, 
boarding house, post 
office, school and Dr. 
Coffer and his pill bag and 
motor car. 

Mr. Walter Good, 
railroad engineer on the 
Spruce line from 1927 
until 1960, can give you as 
much or more information 
as anyone in Cass. In fact, 
be was the engineer for No. 

1 to Bald Knob when the 
politicians and Mr. Barron 
took the last ride. He 
recalls a wreck on the run 
around in Spruce with a 
700 Malley belonging to 
the Western Maryland. He 
was running Shay No. 12, 
reversing the bar. The 700 
hit him again Shay No 12 
was never run anymore. He 
said It was really sad to see 
such a gixni engine be cut 
up for |unk, as the Khmer 
Lumber C Company Engines 

Nsm 2. S. 8.9. 10. II. and 


ShayviiliineaNu. 12 all , 
(>50 ton) were- i 
exclusively on the , 
mile being rebuilt rn; 
two and sometimes 
in 24 hours. 
C6cO from Ronccrv 
Durbin took 100 a 
lumber, pulp and t 
bark, from Cass i 
every day to Covi 
Virginia and Luke 


Maryland. Mr. Goo 
was one of the engir 
this run for 
remembers the old 
car and tried tokee 
him as much as \ 
There were so mar 
trying to travi 
Sp r uce to Cass 
dangerous riding 
cars. Thirteen we 
could haul and g< 
the switch back* 
used a brakemar 
two cars. He 
supply car arw 
were overloaded 
pickers in the si 
an awful lot < 
during the fall a 

Mr Good's 
living m Cass, i 
boarding house 
or Cheat Jurv 
19411*46, an 
the last of the I 


a Shay engine 


I ngnw i v 

M1MI W* 






Kbp.* A * y% a 2 d n * T 

K ,,rsi«»n train (or |ieoplc 

2£l »H over the U S and 

£«•«> ■ ,h ^ 
ty r^ent time, old No. 4 

J^vr* ** * training engine, 
Jetting young men 

n* future engineer* for the 
I Qga» Scenic Railroad when 
completed to Bald 
fcnob The No. 7 Shny 
engine, which recently 
visited the Mountain State 
Forest Festival, was 

K urchaard by the Natural 
sources Department 
from Meadow River 
l'««m|vuiv. Raincllc, WV. 
Shay No 5 and No. I are 
two of the original engines 
left from tnc Mower 
l.umber Company. Num¬ 
ber S is m operation and 
No 1 is being completely 
overhauled and will be 
rtaJy for service by June of 
196? Shay No 1 was the 
last engine to Bald Knob tn 
1961 with Waflv Barron 


othrf state ultKiaU 


spruce line from 1927 
until I960, can give you as 
much or more information 
as anyone in Cass. In fact, 
hr was the engineer for No. 

1 to Bald Knob when the 
politicians and Mr. Barron 
took the last ride. He 
recalls a wreck on the run 
around in Spruce with a 
700 Malley belonging to 
the Western Maryland. He 
was running Shay No. 12, 
reversing the bar. The 700 
hit him again. Shay No. 12 
was never run anymore. He 
said it was really sad to see 
such a good engine be cut 
up for junk, as the Mower 
Lumber Company Engines 
Nos. 2, 3, 8. 9, 10. 11. and 
1 3 got the same treatment 
later on. He stated to me 


Spruce to < 
dangerous rlc 
cars. Thirtee 
could haul a 
the switch \ 
used a brak 
two cars, 
supply car 
were overlo 
pickers in t 
an awful 
during the 


that he had a Shay engine 
off the track as many as 12 
times in one day. 

As you know. Mower 
Lumber Company had 
their own *hop (still in 
operation) and made all 


Mr. Go 
living in C 
boarding \ 
or Cheat 

1941-1941 

the last of 
Soruce. Cl 
the rail) 
between 
Elkins. T 
of the W 


wad buying of the Casa 
the State of 

Vn» Virginia 
Sitting on the store 
f»«ch. ant hears wiki laic* 
of Thorn* Hennings and 
tbg John Cochran, as well 
as Many uthrrt Somehow 
Mtnhrf more ihnil 
* tf fgKti. muf-kri 


Railroad 
water, co 
w as an ei 
railroad 

and asst 
railroad 


a jattrm for the piece out 

of wood, then go to the 
shop and with the help and 
advice of others, would 
cast the p iec e out of steel 
The present railroad 
known as the Can Scetuc 
Railroad. w» a really busy 


hunting 

story of 
w hich » 

but detn 


storm 
Webster 
own peo 
were wt 


» •*.»»i%*v«i km i4a< t from IWV to WH proplr I 

Pardee-Curtin Lumber Syr 

w eoatet 

•«mI fauns IW ft Vagnii Ka empfoytnmr 


aiwa^ tj 

ask f«i 




yp 

H that W 




...» jM •' 



Sitting on thr store 
pofeh. one hears wtld talcs 
of Thornt Hennings and 
|\,JJ lohn Gochron, ns well 
many others. Somehow 
they rr mem her more about 
bmr», flat fights, murder*, 
and jail* than about how 


of wood, then go to the 
shop and with the help and 
advice of others, would 
cast the piece out of steel. 

The present railroad 
known as the Cass Scenic 
Rnilroad, was a really busy 
place from 1906 to 1913. 


Pardee-Curtin Lumber 


Continued From Page 6 
•Knit anything that you 
could ask for. The 
warehouse in Bcrgoo was 
equal to a large wholesale 
house I\>tatoes and many 
fcxxl items were bought in 
carload lots. 

The ftirdcc Curtin Store 
had many good store 
managers under Mr. 
Orkney Doy Brannon. 
Parcoal; Brack Davis, 
ftrcual. LB. Robinson, 
Brt*o. George Barnett of 
Camden on Gauley, 
&«*** The Curtin scores 
•ere considered among the 
ha of company store* in 
thr statr of West Virginia. 

It » this writer's opinion 
•hat Curtin was an 
ftxrUmt company It is 
•k»> this wract’s opinion 
lk»t every tun of coal and 
h*aj of lumhrr that 
Webster County 
‘h'df km horn cased by 
•W um U*«Jlrrt I hr 
l •< lUe*». No 



Virginia for employment. 
We arc thankful for all the 
good football players 
furnished to Webster 
Springs High School: Jack 
Nutter, Jim Lough, Grant 
Lough, Jim Arbogast, 
Ricky and Larry Cutlip, Joe 
and Phil Harris, Brack 
Davis, Ed Fincham, Duck 
Lipscomb, Clyde and 
Durward Leuikart, Dick 
and Argel Smith, Walt 
Helmick, and Frank Darko 
from Jerryville. 

We are proud Curtin 
sent us Grant Winkler, 
who works for the Scate 
Road, George Cnslip. our 
banker, his wife, a teacher 
in the local high school, 
and many others in all 
walks of life I wish for the 
Rirdee Curtin Lumber 
•employer* of bygone y ears, 
and present J«v employee*, 
many years of good health 
ami locoraa 

P S l\a a copy of ika 
«*«y in the attu or utdet 
thr hcsL and hegrt all thr 
mtaikrt I write once * 
wnri and pnrtrvtwai t* a 
had word to me 


which is h 
but elemen 
storm w 
Webster St 
own peopI 
were with 
electricity 1 
people fr« 
and othei 
country w 
Webster < 


5 days. 
Decemb 
Although 
at that tinr 
to many 
about tl 
during thi 
of by-got 
Good s 
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Decern be 
snowed 3 
a m Itke 
a week 
keepmg 






ghest 

jwrvi frvt of 
» mwtJ in 24 
M fmi They 
aher certain 
nit «nJ wn»* 
•tout all bt 
rvn nthci»»n 
at itt Krviiv. 
O) w 1914. 
Kouw poll 
oi ati Dr 
« S»B bag sod 

Itee Good. 

IM«r n ihr 

Hn?m 1927 

at pwf yew « 

r sstivwaxi 
i jam ba fact. 


i Mr 


engines No 12uiui 1 \ 
(1^0 ion) were uted 
exclusively on rhe eight 
mile being rebuilt making 
rwo and sometimes three 
mp» in 24 hours. The 
i «SiO from Ronccrvcrt to 
Purbin took 100 cars of 
lumber, pulp and tanned 
bark, from Cass almost 
every day to Covington, 
Virginia and Luke Lake. 

Maryland. Mr. Good, who 
» as one of the engineers on 
this run for years 
rtmemhers the old supply 
car and ined to keep it with 
him as much as possible. 
There were so many people 
trying to travel from 
Sp-uce to Casa, it was 
^mgerous riding on the log 
cars Thirteen were all they 
och dd haul ani get through 
the twttwh backs and they 
used a brakeman foe every 
mn cars He said the 
sufldv car and log cars 
were overloaded with berry 
packer* in the summer and 
m arwfui kx ci hunters 
kaag (hr fall and winter 


He. still 
i (hr last 
Spruce 




days it w.o up to \\*. 
windows on ih<- second 2 
floor of the boarding 
house. Mr Good told me 
that they put two and three g 
railroad engines together to a 
plow the snow off the i 
tracks. Mr. Good ran the ^ 
lead engine and the snow 
came in the window of the 
engine so badly they had to 
stop and shovel the snow 
out of the cab. Mrs. Good 
said that during the snow 
storm they always had 
telephone connections 
with Elkins. The did run 
out of a lot of items to eat 
and had to bake biscuits 
three times a day. It was an 
experience of a lifetime. 
She only had bed room for 
14. and was stuck with 20, 
men and 2 women, and had 
to scratch the bottom of 
the barrel for food. It lasted 
for a full week and they all 
made it out in fine shape 
From the talk .on the front 
porch of the old Company 
Store of the Mower 
Lumber Company comes 
many a good story How- 
well they arc appreciated 
by the younger generation 
and the public i> unknown 
One thing foe wire comes 
to your mind when you 
mention Spruce. It wifely » 
(hr cidjrst and h*fwru 
|4acr in Wnl Virginia 


A Trip ’ 

Some two week* 
grabbed my hat ai 
and headed down 
Randolph, Pen 
Grant, Hardy, Hai 
and Jefferson c 
toward Baltimore 
with a Mr. Lili 
prudent of the 

Maryland Rail 
reference to a 
tourist train 
Webster Spr 
Spruce, to Ell 
possible conneci 
the Cass Scenic 
The 1.2 mile lit 
would connect 
Scenic Railr 
Western Man, 
the C&lO and n 
available to tea. 
unbelievable, l! 
' become a realit 
; a dream. W< 
f could be tl 
r tourist attract* 
i states in the ru 

1 talked wit 
1 who gave mi 
encourage men 
hr dad lam 

. rihEfc 

i granted prrnu 
l a couple of ra 
car* on Aigu 
rrv»m Webstn 
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».rr inform*.^ • 

in (JN In b*.t. 

rflftnrn ftJT N«» 
l^ltoh when thr 
,nd Mr Rarron 
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-ni on the ran 
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f bchwHPng to 

i Mml«vJ Me 

B Sh.t No 12 . 
rkr The 700 
n Sfev No i: 

■nanm>rr lie 


• Sm engine 

• MOT *» 12 


could haul and get through 
the switch hacks and they 
used a hmkeman for every 
two cars. He said the 
supply car and U>g cars 
were overloaded with berry 
pn kers In the summer and 
«n awful U»t of hunters 
during the fall and winter. 

Mr Good’a wife, still 
living in Cass, ran the last 
kwrdtng house at Spruce 
or t. heat Junction from 
|<*4I I ^4^, and that was 
the last v>f the buildings at 
Spruce Cheat junction was 
the railroad junction 
brtween Slaty pork and 
Elkins rhe steam Malley 
of the Western Maryland 

Railroad stopped for 


to scratch the bottom of 
the barrel for food. It lasted 
for a full week and they all 
made it out in fine shape. 
From the talk on the front 
porch of the old Company 
Store of the Mower 
Lumber Company comes 
many a good story. How 
well they are appreciated 
by the younger generation 
and the public is unknown. 
One thing for sure comes 
to your mind when you 
mention Spruce, it surely is 
the coldest and highest 
place in West Virginia. 


thc CfcscO and mal 
available to touri 
unbelievable. If tl 
become a reality 
a dream, Wes 
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states in the nat 

I talked with 
who gave me 
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water, coal and orders. It 
w *» an enjoyable place for 
railroad worker* to relax 

*nd itvmhlr history of 

wreck*. »now- 


area Mn Good tell* a rruc 
uorv of a mow storm 
which ts hard to believe, 
hut el e m ents of the same 
storm were here in 
U'chtrrr Sonnet Our very 
own froolr of this town 
were wm tout water and 
dsetrsetry for one week and 
pnupir from Vrf*rd+k 
ad other parts of (hr 
i i n^rn svtr «tdrbnrd in 
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*rr* Mr* Good telk • true 
m>rv of ■ *now * orm 

«% Hard to Mieve, 
Kit dement* of the **mc 
itorm were here in 
WrKtrr Soring* Our very 
,#n pcooW Of thi* u*vn 
mrre without water and 
electricity (ot one week and 
prx*rJr Inw Upperglade 
M>d other r* rt » °* ^ 
country owe sidelined in 
UVKirt SfCiiHPi from 2 to 




dav* The tune was 

»Jfv ember 7. 194 4 

AMwh«H I was in Germany 
M dtat time. 1 recall calking 
m> rmm of our cioams 
about their condition* 
during that par ocular week 
u# bv*#anr h**«oc\ Mr* 
Good said it atarted 
laaatnt at 6 a tn. 
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A Trip To Bald Knob 


Some two weeks ngo, I 
grabbed my hat and coat 
and headed down through 
Randolph, Pendleton, 
Grant. Hardy, Hampshire, 
and Jefferson counties 
toward Baltimore to talk 
with a Mr, Liliac, vice 
pendent of the Western 

Maryland Railroad in 
reference to a possible 
tourist train out of 
Webster Springs to 
Spruce, to Elkins, and 
possible connections with 
the Cass Scenic Railroad. 
The 1.2 mile linking tract 
'*ouid connect the Cass 
Scenic Railroad, the 
Western Maryland, and 
the i 6c.Oand make service 
•vallabir CO BOUrtai that is 
unbelievable If this should 
hrvtimc a reality instead of 
a dream. West Virginia 
could be the greatest 
attraction of all (he 
tewn tn the nation. 

1 talked with Mr Liliac. 
who g*s t me only little 
fNCuufittmmi. however, 
fcr isdhurn tp my * 4 >ry. 


14. 1970 


Spruce, through the scenic 
wonderland from Bergoo 
to Slaty Fork, to Spruce. 

We were honored to have 
Mr. Utter back, trainmaster 
of the Elkins branch, as one 
of our drivers. We were 
accompanied by State 
Senator Mr. Carl Gainer, 
who is also Senate 
Chairman of the Natural 
Resources Committee, and 
Mr. Bob Phillips, his 
Republican opponent for 
the upcoming election on 
November 3, 1970. The 
young, energetic teacher 
from the local Webster 
Springs High School, Mr. 
.Leroy Crislip, was with us 
as photographer, and he is a 
real good one. His pictures, 
on this trip, will be a credit 
to Webster County cidaens 
for the next generation. We 
were fortunate in the 
services of Mr. Phillip 
Bagdon of Alexandria. 
Virginia, an employee of 
Jim Comstock’s and the 
’•Hillbilly”. This young 
nun is just starting in 
journalism and. his first 
sent as a writer, photo* 
grapher . and nrw-ijwprf 
man He was highly 
Continued Os I v *#f ** 
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K tihr yntnerr gfiKTitton 
»r»d the public is unknown. 
CV»r thing for sure* comes 
iti your mind when you 
mrnnon Spruce, it surely is 
the coLfrwt and highest 
pUer m West Virginia 


who gave me only little 
encouragement, however, 
he did listen to my story, 
nurcr\tn let u» take a 
lnt>k first hand We were 
granted permission to take 
a couple of railroad motor 
vars on August 14. 1970 
from Webster Springs to 


Jim Comstock’s and the 
Hillbilly". This youn« 
man is just starting in 
journalism and. his first 
year as a writer, photo¬ 
grapher , and newspaper 
man. He was highl 
Continued On Page 
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The South Branch Valley Of West Virginia 


Valley is one of the great 
farming regions ot West 
Virginia. The poultry 


Amu* 14 , 1 963 
Dunng the process of 
launching and running a 


less a homecoming among 
the friendly people who 
migrated to the South 


Virginia tags and they were 
state cars—probably some 
political parasite sponging 








A Trip To Bald Knob 


Continued From Page 7 This tourist attraction a 
recommended by Mr. scenic train always loaded 

Comstock, and hr is, in my with people from through- 

opinion. one of the most out the United States, is a 
classical writers on railroad spectacular of wonder. As 
history to come down the the #7, a Shay relic of 
pike His writing, on this logging years, almost stalls 

trip, will he appearing in as t hey approach the 

newspapers throughout steepest grade injhe Cass 

VCest Virginia, and in due Scenic Kail 
time, throughout the aboard expe 

nation'-providing he a thrill whi< 

doesn’t become a second g j ves his < 

"Sheriff’ Given and let his photograph 
har go to a siae number 8 A shrill wh 

and want to run for r j n g Q f sm < 

Congress or move in on the cinders, all 

New York Times for his lasting m< 

first full time job. aboard. 

Mr E.O. Parker, a good 
. ..king, young track ^ C |i i 
supervisor was the driver a *' 

of rhe other motor car. He Maybe it 
t* a talented, slow, easy *5™^* a 

speaking, conscientious. f lec u no " ds ! 

'..Wo.J main, who Wh school 

^rlseved m carrying out his *-t>nrract. oi 

wdrrs ce» time We were thc ™non 

i u»y raking pictures, or a bad st» 

s. ram and i«Hiking for newspaper, 

letuc unvt that tno fine you tail 

‘*jf% fencirman will never but Au 

< 1 * Muthrr wugnmmi always 

* • V "f *Up happy mrmor 

Hsttsas seeking photo nek. 


good one 
to get pnntcd, 

e a day of lasting 
with Mr liter 
dr Parker. Mr 


'v;a»imrti| of 


itikisl im | 

>* k < tA* 

•“Iss UM( ikf 


1 amrt. Mr ( tulip, and 
the fine voting writer. Mr 
FhUlp {Ugikm As at 
ngtoMp ihr woe Jh. wftfr 
the stuff, pound thc 
tvncwfl»f. Jig through 

nntrs and ttv 
make mnumrf 
Mm volks and 


August 14. 19 
Purtng the 
launching and 
vt»ntr u ting busi 
nrtkd of veto 
ha%c thc mem 
eirphant. the < 





...,f (u ftnu* % 

Mr E.O.IMrter..joorf 

looking. vounB y* ck 

uiprfvlsor ww* the driver 
i Vhr other motor car Hr 
\ I r-kneed. ek"*. ra * v 
«>r£kmg. con»etentlou*. 
JElrSX main. who 

••••-'* *'“-»• 

will never 
another assignment 

£Te group of «U»P K“PPV 
(,HiriMi %rrkin« photo- 

(r Tfr"n r r*'""«" <> f 

Natural Resources was 

tiHirtroua enough t° leoo a 
helping hand CJne of their 
old. International. beat up 
trucks racked ua up at 
Spruce for the journey, 1.2 
miles over the old 
As b t m k ri railroad of the 
Uowrry Lumber Com- 
jan y to old Spruce, and the 
4 miles through the 
e^Mhlgfe# mm) mmrm 
paradtar to Bai J Knob 
rhe tram loaded with 
tourves. belching smoke 
(MuMgi the tall arrucr. 
a stack of linking 

MJ a nob ugri hanging to 
loeuac trees some 
feet m thr an (put 
there car Saturday evening 
K ^e*#T‘ Gtvetn and 
fee«eher ft K (kvrn and 
h* k hark i Tha* entrance 
•i t aa and fWLJ Kaob waa 
a danaas <d hnaufy by suenr 
ftMf atdbtaf. nap knn l 
h t^dmll Wi m ast a 
•nWgtai (4 grief in 
(^ana««Mi a riggaiMN 


Wc all have certain day 
*wv will always remember 
May lx- it was a church 
service, a football ganx. I 
election day. a lecture in 
high school or college, a big 

contract. c»r a fiat ftght with 

the Honorable Curt Trent, 
or u bad atory you gave to a 
newspaper, or a good one 
you failed to get printed, ■ 
but August 14, 1970 will 
always be a day of lasting 
memory with Mr. Utter- 
back. Mr. Parker. Mr 
Gainer, Mr. Crislip. and 
the fine young writer, Mr. 
Philip Bagdon. As we 
regroup the words, write 
the story, pound the 
typewriter, aig through 
papers, notes, and the 
dictionary, make innumer¬ 
able telephone calls, and 
bum the midnight oil, we 
receive no pay and little or 
no local help. 

You eon do lirrfr or 
nothing by yourself. 1 ask 
the people of Randolph, 
Pocahontas, and Webster 
to help t hemseh es and help 
sell tne idea of a tourist 
tram from Webster 
$pnn 0 to Bald Knob and 
from elk ms to Bald Knob 

sfesssl 

and down Elk River, thr 
Salt Sulphur Well* anJ 
Baths restorrd and a dolly 
four tai train from Wrhatrr 
Vtinf to fold Knob No 
«wv man tin oo *n> iroug 
without the help of thr 
|»opkr | aak your help' 

ShawH, 

0 f “Shetgff* Gmt 



Asking Politicians To 


(mmm 
mmm 

Virgnu 
of na 

gilndi i 
of my I 
which I 

broken. 

'fctflg • 


v nvnn anti 
brother. R K Given and 
ftf F.U»ck) Tho entrance 
In ( 4 M anti halt! Knob ww 
a dream of beautv by w»mc 
ycaityg architect, empkiyed 
by Grief and !>aily It was a 
monument of grief in 
c*%n«m«tton. a paramount 
o i beauty for the tourist. 


Salt Sulphur Wells and 
Baths restored and a daily 
tourist train from Webster 
Springs to Bald Knob. Ntf 
one man can oo anyimttg 
without the help of the 
people...! ask your help! 

Sincerely, 

D.P "Sheriff" Given 


Asking Politicians To 
Consider Youth-CCC’s 


Branch 
Virginia, 
of nati 
splendor 
of my li 
which h 
broken, 
with a br 
bad bee 
thing in 
been ti 
West V 
through 
and Da 


Continued From Page 9 

anr human and logical, it 
would appropriate money 
and pa all these uncm 
phmd people to work, 
nrbuaiimg the flood towns 
of WV However. it is not 
(Irsr that the federal 
firMrrnmmt ts not going to 
hifftnk the appropriate 
Mr Much 1 cm pruvklr 
am thr man stair aa 
•Sr mpA C CC~% and NY A 

va tfu IP's Thi IS is what we 
ami ad tJk nuM have 

is saw*. | 9 frt haonn 
ManN t an a attending 



youths. It has been a new 
style of writing, like steak 
sauce poured over my 
fountain pen; like ketchup, 
mustard or lettuce on the 
burger. It isn’t so, writing 
style is a dish by itself. (Jim 
Comstock - WV HiUMh) 

A guod cook know? bow to 
combine cooking elements 
in the right amount at the 
right timr with the r*ehf 
tcmivrarurc. so this writer 
and tttcro has itnved to 
match w%»r«h and wnfeteo 

to put thr pdiistui Vi the 
tvwsncJ to 4%«fcs|%h* my 
•has Ort% thswh, 
im|U\ wswiiasssi 


about 
candidate 
1964 T 
consider 
the Derm 
jumping 
w-tth no 
ions as 
Republic 
Arch V 
Under w 
BAodo* at 
of my | 
and aa 1 
rest aural 
loctiiort 
lot. I «l 
Bia.kwi 
cniovoJ fc 
IfUtcd 
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The South Branch Valley Of West Virginia 


u»t 


nr mrmoo of an 
the of 

lub, mJ tKr virwr c to 

drrtffi with imaginary 

kof<» that he can 



iSanr for rf* urT 
V at rut county, state 

rvafKXi that could be 
oded in the history 
ifct for the next 


JftsWS 

help of thr 
V«ir help! 


^‘Gtven 

is To 


Aa Given Construction 
Company approaches the 
«d of another contract 
(Webster County Memor¬ 
ial Hospital), I was 
r e pea ted to recruit some 
rlMterers from the South 
Branch Valley of West 
Virprua. which is truly one 
of nature's outdoor 
tendon So with the help 
of my little yellow truck 
•hich has the windows 
broken. 1 was furnished 
with s brer* that told me I 
had been missing some¬ 
thing tn all the years I had 
been traveling through 


Virginia lags and they were 
state cars—probably some 
political parasite sponging 
a night s lodging. 

At 11:30 p.m., I found 
mvselt on a moonlit 
rught dnving down the 
Canaan Valley on State 
Route No. 32 to Harman. 
There was no traftic and 
my memory drifted back to 
r^Mif new*; releases of 
millions of dollars for the 
development of a tourist 
mecca for that particular 
area. I remember a few 
years back when we were 
building the school at the 
mouth of Seneca—I rook 
the same ride in December 
during deer season and 
there seemed to be a tent 
pitched in every bend of 
the road with native 
citizens in quest of a deer. I 
drove real slow down the 
Allegheny Mountain to be 
sure of identification of a 
spot where a tractor trailer 
had wrecked and disposed 
of a trailer load of 
Campbell’s Soup and well 
remembered a few young 
boys seven or eight years 
old talking about the 


1cm a homecoming among 
the friendly people who 
migrated to the South 
Branch Valley. 

Yesterday’s sounds and 
today's in the unique South 
Branch of West Virginia, 
the sportsman’s paradise, is 
100 miles from city living. 
Yesterday’s sounds were 
those of fhe fire crackling 
with smoke signals from 
the Senecas or Cherokees, 
and the Indian "wa" cry, 
along with the yelps of the 
dying wildcat just pierced 
from the flint of the stone 
carved from the rock 
formations you now see as 
you roll merrily through 
the historic valley with a 
high powered engine at 
your fingertips listening to 
the commentators’ talk 
about the destruction of 
the world. 

Today the South Branch 


Valley is one of the great 
farming regions of West 
Virginia. The poultry 
convention (Chicken 
Pluckers J held yearly at 
Moorefield gives you a new 
look at industry. Poultry in 
the South Branch is big 
business and the Poultry 
Festival in Me 

way of re/1...,. . 

Virginia their life story, 
their customs and 
traditions. 


The Valiev remembers 
the McNeill Rangers; 
shares its old style homes; 
displays its primitive 
antiques and civil war relics 
in the Petersburg Museum. 
Beauty is in the South 
Branch Valley; unique 
Smoke Hole and Seneca 
Caverns, and Lost River 
State Park. It is a great place 
for sight-seeing and city 
sick vacation seekers. 
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future runs. The fog was so 
thick from Cherry Falls to 
Bergoo you could cut it 
with a knife. At the 
crossing one mile below 
Bergoo, a few white faced 
cattle were grazing 
gracefully. Only three 
short days ago their lives 
tails and heads were high in 
the air on the verge of 
stampede from the effects 
of the steam, black billows 
of smoke, and the shrill 
whistle of Heisler #6, for 
the crossing. 1 stopped at 
Horton's Store for a few fat 
Blue Ribbon cigars. He had 
sold completely out to the 
tourists on Saturday and 
Sunday. 

By the time I passed the 
#4 mine, the fog had 
cleared and there were 
many campers and 
fishermen all along the 
river. 1 noticed one 
gentleman drinking water 
from a creek on the left- 
hand side of the rood. You 
could now see the snow 
lines about half-way up the 
mountains I passed a small 
cemetery below the road, a 
big buck deer was eating 
grass from around one of 
the markers, he made 
about six long jumps into 
the natural habitat or 
hardwood timber and his 
white tail vanished 1 
continued up Elk across 
the Pocahontas Countv 
line and headed across kit. 


What A Ride! 


s *"’> ia<W to* oui Wmuj.„q 

Airy, where 219 goes "Cheat Junction" and stop 
an r rh. at the end of the boarding 

house for water. On top of 
the water tank is about four 
tons of coal besides what is 
in the regular bin in 
preparation for our long 
journey to Cass. 

We leave Slaty Fork at 
9:35 a.m. with 200 lbs.-of 
steam with whistles 
blowing everything, ® foil 
capacity. Some are in 
doubt whether we can 
make it up Mt. Airy with 
seven empty cars, a 
caboose and 13 people. 
Stewart Swink, a Out 
brakeman, loses his pipe 
during the first 1,000 feet. 


under the Western 
Maryland Railroad bridge, 
there is about one inch of 
the slickest ice I ever 
encountered on a highway. 
Two house trailers on this 
side of the bridge and a 
McCleen tractor jack¬ 
knifed on the other side. 
The road had been 
completely blocked; a state 
road grader, and a load of 
salt cleared the road and I 
journeyed on to the Slaty 
Fork Railroad yard. "Doc" 
Carlson had old Heisler #6, 
snorting, smoking, and 
steaming. They are shifting 
to the main tracks, getting 


r Css* Seen*, 
our nuudm 
of the UVhscer- 
I JUndofc'h Scow Railroad 
I We sre now on the return 
B «ip riven Slaty K>ri by way 
I of Chest Junction to 
§ IVrtsn snd the interchange 
f K 1 the Chesapeake and 
I Ok> Railroad and our 
V teal destination—Cass, 
f mtth thee famous switch- 
| fodu and 12h miles of 
*crtp grades and unequaled 

caves and outstanding 


Railroad with a sellout 
crowd six weeks in 
advance. A fantastic short 
ndc on Friday, April 30, by 
2700 school children and 
teachers, the black billows 
of smoke, the whistle, the 
bell—a recreation of the 
19th century transporta¬ 
tion system. 

The town was spruced. 
The local people had spent 
much time and many hours 
and was well organized for 
the big day when we could 
say, "Welcome aboard the 
"Sait Sulphur Special’.” 


variation of passengers, 
newsmen, radio and 
television people, a 
sprinkle of real railroad 
buffs (approximately 40), 
civic clubbers, nature 
lovers, railroad executives, 
legislators, and state 
senators, all determined to 
have a real good time. It 
had been a big weekend for 
Webster County. The local 
people really had the "red 
carpet" out with local civic 
organizations presenting 
Webster County's state¬ 
wide nature tours, with 
lectures, barn dances, ramp 
feeds, and a full three days 
of recreation for our out of 
county and out of state 
visitors. They had all 
enjoyed the train ride in 
many pictures and 
recordings of sounds of 
steam all along Elk River 
from Webster Springs to 
Slaty Fork They had 
listened to the "best music 
in the world,” the brass bell 
ringing, the whistle sounds 
of a "whipporwill", the dry 
river, an echo as you pass 
through a gorge or deep 
cut. The full steam aheaa. 
the photo rounds, a whirling 
cloud of smoke and steam, 
cameras clicking away, j 
rewarding justification for 
Webster County and us 





Hehler 

Kwrnwrd from the 

SMitui Rniurvn Depart* 
mrm and the Cam Scenic 
Ki^mi on our maiden 

n»ft« of the Webster- 
Rjesiofc'h Servue RailriaJ 
tl r «nr Ant on thr return 
r r brom Slaty Fori byway 
of CWi« Junction to 
rVrtwn and die imrrehanfe 
t» tfar Owwyrwkr and 
i>» Railroad and our 
iritiiution—Casa. 
v’B& Am famous swtuh 
An and 12 *? mi in of 
fain and ujvquaArd 
^ wtwdvrr. 

and oafttiAAnf 


lompfc'cU on Saturday ami 
Sunday, May 1 and 2, the 
maiden rum of the 

Webatrr-Randolph Scenic 

Railroad with a sell-out 
crowd six weeks in 
advancr. A fantastic short 
rule on Friday, Apnl 30.by 
2700 achool children and 
teachers, the black billows 
of smoke, the whistle, the 
hell —hi recreation of the 
19th century transporta¬ 
tion system. 

The town was spruced 
The local people had spent 
much ome and many hours 
and was well vXfmurJ for 
thr big day when we could 
aay. Welcome aboard thr 
"Sait Sulphur ScvoaJ * 
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What A Ride! 
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under the \& 
Maryland Railroac 
there is about ont 
the slickest ice 
encountered on a 1 
Two house trailer 
side of the bridj 
McCleen tract< 
knifed on die ot 
The road hs 
completely block 
road grader, and 
salt cleared the t 
journeyed on tc 
Fork Railroad ya 
Carlson had old! 
snorting, smol 
steaming. They ; 
to the main trac 


I stop at Jimmy’s Esso (a 

local gas station) amid 
congratulations and some 
serious doubts about 
future runs. The fog was so 
thick from Cherry Falls to 
Bergoo you could cut it 
with a knife. At the 
crossing one mile below 
Bergoo, a few white faced 
cattle were grazing 
gracefully. Only three 
short days ago their lives 
tails and heads were high in 
the air on the verge of 
stampede from the effects 
of the steam, black billows 
of smoke, and the shrill 
whistle of Heisler #6, for 
the crossing. I stopped at 
Horton’s Store for a few fat 
Blue Ribbon cigars. He had 
sold completely out to the 
tourists on Saturday and 
Sunday. 

By the time l passed the 
#4 mine, the fog had 
cleared and there were 
many campers and 
fishermen all along the 
river. 1 noticed one 
gentleman drinking water 
from a creek on the left- 
hand side of the road. You 
could now see the snow 
line* about halt-wav up the 
mountains I passed a small 


" ZiiTr car newly painted, clean, 

of the distinctive open car tourist 

lolph Scenic train headed by the world’s 
> a sellout largest 100 ton Heisler 
uccks in steam engine —people 
ntasru short clamoring for scats, many 
\|'ril 50, by taking their very first ride 
hifdrrn and behind steam, a mixed 
Jack billows variation of passengers, 

whistle, the newsmen, radio and 

*on of the television people, a 

rrans|x>rta sprinkle of real railroad 
buffs (approximately 40), 
as spruced. civic clubbers, nature 
c had spent lovers, railroad executives, 
nanvhours legislators, and state 

ipniaed for senators, all determined to 
n we could have a real good time. It 
•board the had been a big weekend for 
Special'.” Webstrr County. The local 
people really had the "red 
carpet” out with local dvic 
organizations presenting 
I Webster County’s state- 
I wide nature tours, with 
I lectures, bam dances, ramp 
I feeds, and a full three days 
I of' recreation for our out of 
I county and out of state 
I visitors. They had all 
I enjoyed the train ride in 
I many pictures and 
I recordings of sounds of 
I steam all along Elk River 
^ from We hater Spring* to 
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Airy. where 219 goei 
under the Wfitcrn 
Maryland Railroad bndgr, 
there to about one inch of 
chc slickest ice I ever 
encountered on a highly 
Tw house trailer* on rfm 
(He bridge and a 
iMcOeen tractor jack- 
knsfnJ on (hr ocher aide. 
The road had been 
| cu ayinrfv blocked; a state 
rvani grader. and a load of 



mk ckrared (hr road and I 

r|fr orf 

.swjmrrtd on to the Slaty 


fork Radroad yard. "Doc" 
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Cartoon had old Hosier #6. 


t&ortiag smohing. and 
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mwm aang They are shifting 

pmt m 

•> <hr maia tracks, grttmg 


t«.*c our lMimrwar«t 

"Cheat Junction** and atop 

at the end of the boarding 
house for water. On top of 
the water tank is about four 
tons of coal besides what is 
in the regular bin in 
preparation for our long 
journey to Casa. 

We leave Slaty Fork at 
9:35 a m. with 200 lb6.*of 
steam with whistles 
blowing everything, © full 
capacity. Some are in 
doubt whether we can 
make it up Mt. Airy with 
seven empty cars, a 
cabooar and 13 people 
Slew-art Swink, a Cass 
brakeman, loses his pipe 
during the first 1.000 feet 










Flatwoods Xo Cass 

,uge passenger tram. also i° S P^ k^SkrYou the left a Pm 
&lO Railroad passenger Vou "£/ n $ Holly Service Saaoo 

am. from Clarksburg to P®»* |tc Thompson, street the 

jchwood. Next you pass an J builder Store and 

te High Knob Methodist super Garage. At th 

:hurch and cemetery built ^ nSl, teaformer Murl s Resc 

Webster County native. right on 1 

You pass the New Hope Hamrick s B 

Church of Diana a Sendee Sjan 

people’s church paid for back to the 
^erected by the citizens State Route 

of Diana. When you stop at on >ourj 

±srJttsZ ter; 

Springs Turnpike, and see an exce 
Cool’s Country Store, and reasonabl 
Diana Post Office. Mineral S{ 
opposite Basil Cutlip’s the left i 
hometown park. Mr. wealth c 
idermy. Mr. Cutlip takes great pride in 
is really a his job as park supenn- sdvoolgn 

’ ’ tendent. You ate now 26 aU West 

ind up miles on your way to the School, 1 
o _.__ 86-mile trip to visit the non. Yc 
roach Cass Scenic Railroad, and9 come I 
miles out of Webster Roebuck 
Springs, sometimes called the Com 
Puzzle Hole because of help you 
Webster’s three big sulphur 
mountains: Miller, Point say tasti 
and McGuire. You have to You coi 
go downhill to get into past th 
Webster Springs and uphill serves t 
to get out. Cr 

You are now 35 miles on Service 
your 86 miles to Cass. You and Jir 
1.. Webster County, pass 
as Webster Springs, county Parcoal 
_ 559 square miles; Curnn 

939; Mayor Cassandra coal to 
Given; a small town with across 
down to earth people. As always 
' id cross cool n 


Only 86 Miles From 


v'» yearly homecoming. At 
the upper end of the 
airport, you rake liar Dyer 
Hill Road to Braxton 
County's beautiful mar¬ 
oon, shell-pink red brick 
health center. Next you 
pass the Morrison United 
Methodist Church, black 
top entrance, brick patio 
with four picnic tables with 
benches, a beautiful well- 
kept cemetery amid an oak 
grove, a great setting for a 
country church. You 
journey on past the 
Newville Road, home of 
Tom Gillespie, farmer, 
logging contractor and a 
great step on the WV 
Midland Railroad narrow 


1950—home church of 
Braxton County’s honored 
citizen Wilkie Dennison of 
Co wen, farmer, commun¬ 
ity newspaper reporter, 
builder of fiddles. 

Although a stone's throw 
from the Mount Hebron 
United Methodist Church you 
on the Corley-Caress 
Road, he hitch-hikes or 
walks the 1 Vi miles on the 
old Braxton Turnpike to the 
his home church at High 
Knob. You pass Ander¬ 
son’s Tar ,jf - Vm 

Anderson -, _ 

carpenter. I don’t know 

how he _ _3 

being a saviour for big game 
hunters. You appi— L 
Holly Junction headwaters 
of the Sutton Dam, where 
both forks of Holly come 
together. Six years ago, a 
railroad hub and busy 
depot when the narrow 
gauge passenger train out of 
Webster Springs made 
connection with the B&.0 
passenger trains out of 
Richwood to Clarksburg. 

It is now underwater and are 
the site is kne .. 

Kanawha Run Trading seat; 
Post. A country store, 
where people from all over 
the U.S. park their boats 939; 
during winter season. It is 
now run by Shirley and Jim 
Bright. This is a good place you 


amateurs- They arc all 
Hainrw and compemion 
to one another. A sale, a 
social event, a WV 
hotoncal event by the real 
mountaineers of WV. 

You pass Holly Gray 
ftrk. Braxton County's 4- 
H Club grounds and 
Braxton County's airport 
and home of Sutton Lions 
Club and Braxton Count- 


Or 
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boo 28. 73 
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Guv Kurop. 


historical : 
national'.', 
state Fort 
yearly. zb 
October 
has tUTTM 
brown, i 
you kno’ 
way. 
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219 an. 
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—Only 86 Miles I 


Continued From l*agc I 
tiKr RipJcv’» Believe It or 
V* L«mK. truckinjj and 
«a» milling is the chief 
tdbpcT It is the social 
gathering place for farmers 
«rlhng timber Sometimes 
thrv go Sack to the horse 
Mgui buggy days. croas cul 
tfo, horses instead of hull 
ixrtv and trains instead 
of midis and tractor 
Traders Gopr't Restaurant 
m full of hardworking, 
banf people and a good 
pkr to stop fcx a country 
ad at nnatonahir prices 
V sow are mtrtrstoJ in 
atMww atop ac Tommy 
Cbma Auction House 
TVn pdet twrry Saturday 


niaht at 7 p m from five v’» V«=>rly h. 
counties in WV: Upshur, the upper 
Lewis, Braxton, Gilmer. airport, ycx 
and Webster. It is the social Hill Roac 
event of the week, and County’s 
everybody has a good time oon, shell- 
They sell, buy and trade. health cer 

They have been at it so long P® s * ^ 

they are no longer Methodist 
amateurs. They are all top entrat 
business and competition with tour j 
to one another. A sale, a benches, 2 
social event, a WV kept ceme 
historical event by the real g TOVC * 1 * 
mountaineers of WV. country 

You pass Holly Gray journey 

hirk. Braxton County's 4- NcwvilW 

H Club grounds and Tom Gi 

Braxton County's airport togging c 

and home of Sun on Lions great 

Hub and Braxton Count- Mallard 




6 Miles From Flatwoods To' 


•xr>i 


p m fn*m five 
i MIT’ Ujpehur, 
, Calmer, 
i the hk mI 
rhr »trl. end 
taagooJ rime 
Hut and trade 
rm at it ao king: 

no longer 
Thn arr all 
i rtt i y rt ita w 
hrr A nit. a 
Ml. a WV 
bm K (he red 
i erf MTV 
HoJK Cm 
i Commit' a 4> 
tMdt and 
«t * aif y u rt 


\ '» yearly homecoming. At 
the upper end of the 
airport, you take the Oyer 
Mill Road to Braxton 
County** brnutifol mar- 
von. shell-pink red brick 
health center. Next you 
pass the Morrison United 
Methodist Church, black 
top entrance, brick path) 
with lour picnic tables with 
benches, a beautiful well- 
kept cemetery amid an oak 
grove. a great setting for a 
country church. You 
journey on past the 
\cwvtile Road, home of 
Tom Gillespie, farmer, 
fogging contractor and a 
great step on the WV 
Midland Railroad narrow 


gauge passenger train, also 
B&tO Railroad passenger 
train, from Clarksburg to 
Richwood. Next you pass 
the High Knob Methodist 
Church and cemetery built 
in 1890 and rebuilt in 
1950—home church of 
Braxton County’s honored 
citizen Wilkie Dennison of 
Co wen, farmer, commun¬ 
ity newspaper reporter, 
builder of fiddles. 
Although a stone’s throw 
from the Mount Hebron 
United Methodist Church 
on the Corley-Caress 
Road, he hitch-hikes or 
walks the \Vi miles on the 
old Braxton Turnpike to 
his home church at High 
Knob. You pass Ander¬ 
son’s Taxidermy. Mr. 
Anderson is really a 
carpenter. I don’t know 
how he ever wound up 
being a saviour for big game 
hunters. You approach 
Holly Junction headwaters 
of the Sutton Dam, where 
bolh forks of Holly come 
together S(X years ago. a 
railroad hob and busy 
dr|x< when the narrow 
gaugr passenger tram out of 
WcQftttr Springs made 
connection wtth the IV* O 



to spend the afternoon if 
you are a boat trader. You 
pass Thompson’s, Holly 
Hole campsite. Thompson, 
a coal stripper and builder 
of Harrison County’s supet 
Bridgeport mall, is a formei 
Webster County native 
You pass the New Hop 
Church of Diana, 
people’s church paid fc 
and erected by the citizer 
of Diana. When you stopi 
Bruffy’s Store for gas an 
oil, you turn the comer an 
you are on State Routes 1 
and 20, and the Webst 
Springs Turnpike, ar 
Cool’s Country Store, ai 
the Diana Post Offic 
opposite Basil Cutlip 
hometown park. V 
Cutlip takes great pride 
his job as park super 
tendent. You are now 
miles on your way to 
86-mile trip to visit 
Cass Scenic Railroad, an 
miles out of Web* 
Springs, sometimes ca 
Puzzle Hole because 
Webster's three 
mountains: Miller, ft 
and McGuire. You hav 
go downhill to get 
Webatrr Spring* and up 
to get out. 

You are now 35 mile 
>Aur V* nule* to l ju 
are in NX ebaerr l out 
Wrtwm Springs. < 


v. nven, a inaiJ 
down u> earth p«Jpk 

tot carer (he Uty mJ * 




twoods To Cass OnK 

*■ .h, IWk Fork RU Ke, on I 


r train. * 1 **’ 
| 

,rk%Kiry to 
t nni p«*» 

trtrrv Kwh 
rrfcult w 
Kurv k of 
• k»k«rJ 
itnn« of 


.( «rm 

• *« or 


- rwt. o.t- h v,:: 

r 1 v..m“.onv ».* 

;; nwwKi 

%t « cool unpper and builder 
of Msrrtwon County's super 
!Vni|,*«TOf * null. ,!l “ * ormcr 
„ VX.Utrr Countv native, 

i You the New Ho|m* 

f Church of Diana, « 

jx*>ple‘» church palu for 
*nJ rrre red by the citixns 
When you atop at 
Hrufr. KM «»» *nd 

t *J. you turn the comer and 
wuirr on State Routes 15 
joJ 20. and the Webster 
Springs Turnpike, and 
(uol'i Country Store, and 
thr rVana Rost Office. 

opposite Bui) Clf tH p*! 

kometoan park Mr 
Cutfcp takes great pride in 
has pah as park supenn- 
Mhimt You are now 26 
mlm on voce way to the 
fto asm ftp to visit the 
ijmm Sma Railroad. and 9 
•a I ra out of Webster 
t m art i mra called 
haalr Hair hnuauae of 
Webster '♦ three big 
1 ****** Miikv. hum 
■•f Hit «*grc Yens km to 
p i r mmb S to 0? Mu 



w, f m> A r mmb S to pi Mu 

i.mUi * iSums Ven^pumJupfuli 

|p« ** 
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the Back Fork Rid^*. °, n 
the left 1 H hit Skidmores 
Sfrvice Station, across the 
Street the WV Liquor 
Store and Chevrolet 
Oarage. At the stop light is 
Murl's Restaurant. Turn 
right on 15 South is 
Hamrick’s Restaurant and 
Service Station. You come 
back to the stop light, take 
State Route 20 and you are 
on your way to Valley 
Head. You pass the old 
Webster Springs Hotel, the 
Kink, turn right at the Scars 
Roebuck Store, and you 
see an excellent motel with 
reasonable prices, the 
Mineral Springs Motel. On 
the left is City Hall, a 
wealth of information 
including a full list of high 
school graduate pictures of 
all Wcsbcer Springs High 
School, before consolida¬ 
tion You turn around, 
come back to Sears 
Roebuck and stop, enter 
thr Court House lawn, and 
help yourself to natural salt 
sulphur water, which some 
say tastern like rotten cyp 
You continue south on 20 
psst (hr Go-Mart which 
•rtsrs drlfctous sandwich 
rs. Charlie Skidmore’s 


Srt%fc* Slaisti Fo**i 


Continued From Pa 

Randolph County, p 
tion 28. 734 and 
miles 1,046.34, he 
Guy Kump. great gc 
of 1935 and Wally 
I960. How man 1 
historical points is 
nationally for thE 
state Forest Festi 
yearly, the first 
October when Ja 
has turned the 1 
brown, auburn r 
you know winter 
way. 

You come ti 
Head, you turn 
219 and Scenic 
#55, one-half i 
pass the Vail 







t mi Mr 

*♦«> Icrx** 

• • -au ml up 

* f-Htgrorw 
tppriKH h 


. (<> }, «« park »viperln- 

' £L* n , Y.h. «*rr 

^-o" ...... W.V ■;< «£ 

V'milr trip n> V * MI y 
< am SmH Rsilrtwd, * ru * 
m.W ..... ..» Wrh.trf 

Spunc* KKIIftimM i«llc»l 

K.«Jr llolr bw»ua* of 
Wthiur*! thrrc big 
Milkf. r\»lni 
m*J M* 4 h*rr VtHi have to 
p.» downhill to (frt into 
WrhMrt S'**”** *nd uphill 

h* gr« OMI. 

You «<■ non IS miles on 

t%m#r ?4C* mile* to Cam You 
*fr In Webster County, 
\* rMrt Springs. county 

jW square miles, 

popuiftiton less chan 


s.*r» uis) Mnor (tuundn 
b Umb. • •mail town with 

uj isn to earth people As 

- 





school unuhiatc pictures of 
all Weshtcr Springs High 
School, before consolida¬ 
tion. You turn around, 
come back to Sears 
HoebtK k and stop, rntcf 
tlvr Court House lawn, and 
help yourself to natural salt 
sulphur water, which some 
say tastes like rotten eggs 
You continue south on 20 
last the Go-Mart which 
serves delicious sandwich- 
ea, Charlie Skidmore's 
Service Station, Foodland 
and Jimmy's Exxon. You 
pass the entrance to 
ftircoal, Barton. Pardee 6c 
Curun Lumb er Company 

^1 _ . . as 

nciiKjtiBrrrM, rns 11 Hcf^uo, 

a urn known lumber and 
coal town. You continue 
across Point Mountain. 

always fresh air, fog and 
cool nights through June, 
July, August and Septem¬ 
ber . You stop at the 

country store and post 
office at Monterville. 
Gateway to Pickens, and 
Helvetia, where Dr 
Cunningham, treated a lost 
cause fcw leprosy, and The 
Fun rWe, a new ski facthrv 
hit Webster C ounty 
You are now In 
Continued tki Page 15 




The Country Store 
And Loafers Gawk! 


December 29, 1965 
January 1966 has rolled 
around and one should be 
writing about the history at 
1965, but somehow 1 
wander to Camp Caesar 
where farmers gather to 
butcher. 1 haven’t been 
over this fall, therefore l 
have no fresh sausage or 
bacon and the liver we used 
to throw away. 1 remember 
the last time l helped 


years later, 1 would be a 
member of the West 
Virginia Legislature, 
writing for newspapers 
appearing on TV and 
radio—much less running 
for Congress. 

Far be it from me to try 
and turn back the clock. 
Civilized men ma ' t ® 
progress. We never stand 
trill—we travel by 707 


Only 86 Miles To Cass 


^atnuai From f^ge 14 

! County. popuU- 

>r » ;s. 734 and square 
.rift ldX6.34. home of 
Oar Ktimp enrar governor 
<* 19JS and Wally Bam>n. 
(OcC How manv great 
^g.yi.-ai points is known 
wootulh tor the yearly 
tote Forest Festival held 
ywlv. the first week in 
OtrohcT uhen Jack Frost 
(as turned the leaves to 
brown, auburn reds, and 
you know winter is on its 
nr 

You come to Valley 
Head, you turn south on 
219 and Scenic Highway 
*55. one-half mile, you 
past the Valley Head 


Restaurant, and Mingo 
named after the Indian 
tribe. A number of Indian 
statues are scattered 
throughout this area and 
they hold a yearly Wool 
Festival. You cross the 
famous Cheat Mountain, 
11 miles to a sign pointing 
to Snowshoe. You stop at 
the Big Spring Restaurant 
and Store, and Ski Barn, 
Gateway to Snowshoe and 
Silver Creek ski ranges and 
the Cass Scenic Railroad. 
You take secondary route 
9, ‘A mile passing the Big 
Spring Presbyterian 
Church. You will see about 
10-12 horses in a field 
which belongs to the 152- 


room motel located at the 
Gateway to Snowshoe and 
Silver Creek ski ranges. A 
sign says Whistlepunk Inn, 

6 miles, you continue on to 
thorny Flat Road, 
secondary rock base, 1/3 
crossing Cheat Mountain, 

7 miles to Buck Mt. Road, 
secondary VA miles to 
Cass. You have now 
completed the 86 miles 
from 1-79 Flatwoods in 
Braxton County, to 
Pocahontas County, and 
Cass. You are ready to ride 
the' Cass Scenic Railroad, 
which schedules, price of 
tickets, and other 
information appears in this 
paper. 


. ^ 







Only 86 Miles To Cass 


Restaurant, and Mingo 
named after (hr Indian 
mhr A number of Indian 
%tat ur* arc scattered 
throughout this area and 
they hold a yearly Wool 
Festival You cross the 
famous Cheat Mountain, 
11 miles to a sign pointing 
to Snowahoe. You stop at 
the Big Spring Restaurant 
and Store, and Ski Barn, 
Gateway to Snowshoe and 
Silver Creek ski ranges and 
the Cass Scenic Railroad. 
You take secondary route 
9, U mile passing the Big 
Spring Presbyterian 
('nurch. You will see about 
10-12 horses in a field 
which belongs to the 152- 


room motel located at the I 
Gateway to Snowshoe and 1 
Silver Creek %ki rangrs A 1 
sign says Whistlepunk Inn. ’ 

6 miles, you continue onto 
thorny Flat Road, 
secondary rock base, 1/3 
crossing Cheat Mountain, 

7 miles to Buck Mt. Road, 
secondary 1V$ miles to 
Cass. You have now 
completed the 86 miles 
from 1-79 Flatwoods in 
Braxton County, to 
Pocahontas County, and 
Cass. You are ready to nde 
the Cass Scenic Railroad, 
which schedules, price of 
tickets, and other 
information appears in this 
paper. 


[ m?* .**< 7W «nJ vpurr 

ggntr* I.04O M home of 

F Om Km »r ^'rrrv*r 

|f WB arvi Wal!> Rsrron. 

Rw many great 
Kgml pom ts is known 
™ » for thr yearly 
maar Form Festival held 
parii thr first week in 
dtijhrr when Jack Frost 
h»» fumrd (hr leave* to 
haws, auburn reds, and 
fm know winter is on its 


You come to Valley 
Head. you turn south on 
219 and Scenic Highway 
*55. one-half mile, you 
the Valley Head 





The Country Store 








« s < .2 a. 








HP 




The Country Store 
And Loafers Gawk! 


OrvrmKrr |<*>5 

Un oarv l'*f*» ha* reeled 
ground and one should be 
wring iKwi the history of 

but iiw\fho» l 
*Mvict to Camp Caesar 
• Srrr farmers gather to 
hotvhrr I haven't been 
k ^rr th«s M. therefore l 
Nmv no fresh sausage or 
h*.\m wJ the liver st used 
^ ilkfosr tssv I remember 
i Nr bt time I helped 
hmfttfc**. asiMOtv askrd 
■r tf t Kai «nv r ss r oce 

made 


* a am df muff. 1 foe 10 
ffisn my father's 
pmcrwl gotr Wr hail 

«fru you alrJ 

i t i*.tm N am hxs to till 
via rd hsah sfurrrths 1 
y is «i<d thr farmers 

I Ufa «WK dM uad 
isiau. Ual 1‘o^n 
■ • I Udf usj «mh 

v m.|p *** • swU •* dl ad 
ic iftaa a jarf ar «uh 

iMwff t# I tby 

Man f svaU* * *rl' 

atiy fn» aha W «s gnalitWt 


years later, l would be a 
member of the West 
Virginia Legislature, 
writing for newspapers, 
appearing on TV and 
radio—much less running 
for Congress. 

Far be it from me to try 
and turn back the clock. 
Civilized men make 
progress. We never stand 
still—we travel by 707 
Bocng Jet from New York 
to London tn eight hours. I 

traveled this year frenrn 

Oregon in fh Hours This 
country t» on the move and 
that's as it should Kr 

The modern ttore 
today—you stand n Ime. 
grab a cart, w hi than ^ 
around in a mate ot 
truer nr*, filling you* cart 
as you *>—everything ** 
already packaged hnj 
•tttf m sleek and a** samd 
a» bn seam as pn 

TV »««*« *»*• •« 

-*»-*• a* 






mwT rrr«n ipurmr^ i 
realty fhr farmers 

I Icnrfi «h*th one psrd 
Rftv h*>»t Mail hnxh m 
RTTWit'i Muir and rs* h 
wi«mh «4»n w*f»l snuff and 
hrm thfv trusted me with 
«M»fi **»lrts Ihry 
knew ! VOVUr*! trll 
w»i"w ekw how mot h they 
uwd ot «hM kind 
It «w pkwsant to wctvc 
thr farmrr—to take hit 
f #» tttwmc. NUviivIp- 
rxmi bargained and bartered 
•d thr farmer gkH what he 
• •Mf J »n the exact 
Mount Working in the 
mmr dunng high tdbooloo 
Su\#\i«r% »4» a pleasure. 
TVi asked me 

ahoui fwthall and why I 
rknvd such a stlhr game 
TVr wo men came by 
hcnafwik wtth a sadesad- 
St I always put the 
farfw» on thr tsdrsaddlc 
wd kwiprd the women get 
*u A usually rw*sting the 
Ipnr i cad t» make sure 
«r* git a gaud Mart, never 
.Ja m s m an g that someday 


around in a 
groceries, filling your cart 
as you go—everything is 
already packaged You 
ser ve as clerk and you stand 
in line again &> pay. 

Thf you on girl, arc 
walking the Mrccu with 
Hue. (Unit, and purple hair 
My. h <>w times have 
changed I think III g cf * 
wig -my hold head getr 
cold during winter. 

Women wear starp- 
pointed high-heeled shoes 
which arc certainly not 
built for comfort—looks 
like some women need to 
use a pencil sharpener in 
order to get theta tocsin the 
shoes. 

They’ve moved the 
hemline on women’s 
dressed up a notch and it’s 
the style to show the 
kneecap. This doesn't 
make the women more 
attractive—it amply makes 
the snort corner loafer 
gawk! 








Imtk- /W/^r 







Put u the family of H. F. and S. R. Given. You Given, this writer being on my mother's lap. The $15 c? 
may recognize my father and mother. The only others are my brothers and sisters. you a 

other identification / make is D. P. " Sheriff*'• paper 1 
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Another Railroad 
Paper Has 
Come And Gone 


Another all-time rail- 

rood Hxivtturr of class 
distinction has been 

pnntnJ and in circulation 
rVr» nmc has come and 
#’nr. »hat 5 sjuJ t* said, 
and sK»i ts done ta done In 
that the closing of a 
h—i-eaial railnwd lumber 
tw mf wn *• dedicated to 
*mk**ml both and West 

lW autwi and history I 
have •mm nil] not hr 
a rf M so d he all of you. If 


na wiM I irH t hr onr and 
dhei avfl dnar For 
A a y taosni. my 
iUw» a Df Mwttlf 


trv 

*•* n* f * 4,^, 


phone num her is 847- 

5841 

For years I have adopted 
the philosophy of fun, 
endeavoring to work at and 
trying to show others the 
funnv side of life, because 
there ts so much sadness, so 
many heartaches and so 
many other duties that take 
up your time I have used 
this philosophy on radio, 
television. and daily life. 

And so with these 
C losing remarks, {hope this 
historical railroad news 
|isprf has said %c«nrf hmg 
chat you will hkr and 
cheywh tf to. let me know 
fVase thi» s opr m your 
*str khrmry. BiNr. or attic 
It esaaid hr us e ful in the 


Was Mi •swum , 















THE ROOMING 


As (he old Shay engine, hauling more » SSTS.oa* At 
than 200 happy tourists, puffed up Bald upon appro *j 
K nob in its sixth week of operation, AtUwn') o 
it seemed to be saying. "I thought 1 mi *«* »* J > 

could, 1 thought I could. I thought 1 *>»« '“i 

could!" »m» •» •" 

Like the locomotive in the childtcn'i fable. ,UI * 1 Uu *'~ 
tlie little engine which pushed amt pulled on the Negettel ** 
Com Scenic ttnilroiMl In I'ncahonta* County «u hrtuoeu Ifc* 
where It wu because of optimum, deletmina- «* Netwel • 








Business in 


Scenic railroad is kecpins 


BY WILLIAM C. BLIZZARD 


Picturesque old Shay engine wails at Cass Depot before first run. 


A* the oM Sha> c, '« inc 'iSrrf'SL’SSS ««*» l,y "' h ' 

; ,ii ino happy tourists. P'>f f, -“ “P ” 1 Astronomy <«.:• tv»l«or »t 

i„ its sixth week of °P erat '? n i m , lr , ,» n y tiw <utru«fn«* e 















and logging operation which had supported the 
Cass community. ... 

This four-member committee headed by 
Theodore Riffe. chief accountant of »« Na¬ 
tional Radio Astronomy Observatory at Green- 
bank and J. M. Kane Jr., a Cass merchant, 
had a goat: the purchase by the slate of part 
of the logging railway as a West Virginia tour- 

Natural Resources, 
fund shortage, was 
ic idea. But the Cass 
not easily discour- 
support and the aid of 
>0.000 was appropriated 


slash to eliminate fire hazards. An observation 
tower near the top of the mountain has high 
priority, for the use of both sightseen and 
photographers. Some old railroad can, tee* 
used os logger camps, would probably be reno¬ 
vated and placed In service. 

In an article published in the Sunday G«J*Ce- 
Mail Stale Magazine ol May M. 1*1. • 
that the problem would seem to be. after the 
railway gets into operation, not to attract tour¬ 
ists, but to find sufficient living quarters aad 
food for them after their arrival. Ttai* forecast 


Business in Cass 

Scenic railroad is keeping everybody busy. 

BY WILLIAM C. BLIZZARD 


The Department of 
plagued by a perennial 

Planning Committee v 
aged. With newspaper 


t my visit, the Women s Soc.rty W Chr»: — 
>ice of the Methodist Church, a Can *t»». 
making and serving pies and «ao«J • 
distributing toft drinks in Uw 0*0 





























WILDLIFE 


MUSEUM 


Blackhurst's stuffed animal 


popular spot. 


WSCS lad. 


lies prepare refreshments to 


tourist*. 


V°r migW lry the He is ri‘ 

“ t arl ‘" t0 . n ' or foyer, up the mo, 
ept. of Agriculture’s anxious to 

fa'u.rwflHh? l,me ' aml i, 

le and Dunmore i , ‘ he lr 

f. visitors travel" In | CrCCk 

V‘ ,h beeches anS £ k ' * t n; ‘ 

*1 »«J plastic. W E ^ v;,n 

eocher, taxidermist! S'"* " in 


5'c Shay pushes the nalcars 
icryonc crowds to the sides 
and photograph the scenery" 
i some ancient railroad cars 
uped for six months at a 
creation they had was poker 

i “P thc Srade at Leather- 

•'eads up at fw[ anU 

* k lr< “"- Hlnckhurst wittily 
h '' sutnewhat distorted WtJ 
give Jollity nn ,| f ricmmncM 


1 1 

Ki 


Wf JN* 


«! 
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1 1 

1 | HI 

m * 

■1 ri# 





HkM* 









stranger, just shake 
yourself. We don't w 
Blackburst is an t 
set up about 173 mot 


magnificent 
paying over 


ancient railroad cars 
nTlhey had was poker 


dents of Tennessee and N'ortli 
id out in the Great Smokies, 
a most popular tourist attrac¬ 
ting of a nuisance, and even 
■autious. The black bear could 
ist asset if allowed to multiply 


Carolina 


up mountain, tourists get off 


id stretch legs. Some bring out picnic lunches and take lot, 
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WHAT’S NEW AT CASS’ 


State’s largest tourist spot 
finally getting some necessary 
improvements and there are more 
on the board as soon as money 


BY WILLIAM c. BLIZZARD 


vailable. 



.il cfeurts women help'd out (night¬ 
life ptn. caka, and sandwiches, but de- 
d (fieri outstripped supply and l)ie unhnp- 
ourut m Ml with nothing more nourish- 


;w 15, 19C3, tourists traveling 
at Scenic Railroad on itn first 
run discovered * pleasant fact: 
rertued. the Shay locomotive 
the ran was a genuine antique. 
*( r_rtorj also dlvovrrrd an unpleas- 
Touriat •W*«nroo<JaiK<ns at Casa 
j u uupr aa the KpjO-modei Shay. 
. a*) you could let a hot meal was to 


w hat is now a major West Virginia tourist at¬ 
traction. , _ . _ . . 

Operating a railroad on a shoestring led to 
some maddening incidents wlueh were vi^y 
nearly catastrophes. For instance a Was£ 
ineton D. C., newspaper sent ut a writer 
.who gave ample and avorable coverage Ui 
Cass, and his story prompted many Washing 
tonians to make the long drive tai Southern 
West Virginia. This was weUnnd good, unU 
a locomotive axle broke at the time ol tneir 

The accident injured no *#B. hut U did iwt 
the railroad out of business until a new aide 
was located, which took no short search la 


« *.w s-^jgg^arca 

TheARA grant of $576,000 was finally^ 

as^-S&SSsSsss 

„ 1 ££SS 


the first private-enterprise ‘Icvelopmonls M 
Pn ., ig s tiii coinc strong, and Blautimrst 
£TJ! mourned about 500 animals for your 

U1 A^Chdl-War Museum, opened last year by 
Mr. and Mrs. Kyle Neighbor is‘“SjJS 
Blackhurst taxidermy wt d ' rants a 

SSiStSSM 

V ^e 3 ar^n?overnight accommodations to 
There are jo . about 10 miles distant, 
SSftSte 'Z ntti lodeine. But six miles 












restaurant section 
>, a huge, restyled 


M >1 a price: in uie spuiiK 

luir w ain't combed, its shoelaces 
and iU somewhat sooty shirttall 

at Caw were intimately asso- 
of funds, although opposition 
enl by the Department of 
also slowed progress on 


and the intersection of W. 
being moved about a mile s< 
location. 

This involves building ont 
miles of new highway, and 
done by this lafi. It is to 1 


and threc^ tenths 
he job should be 
c hoped that the 

























/\» »averlisea, tne ftiiay locomotive 
pulling (he cars was a genuine antique. 

lint Cass visitors also discovered an unpleas¬ 
ant fact- Tourist accommodations at Cass 
were just as antique as the 1880-model Shay. 
The only wny you could get a hot meal was to 
bring your own food and roast it in the loco¬ 
motive firebox. 

lx>cal church women helped out might¬ 
ily with pies, cakes, and sandwiches, but de¬ 
mand often outstripped supply and the unhap¬ 
py tourist was left with nothing more nourish¬ 
ing than food for thought. 

In Cass, toilet facilities of the man-made va¬ 
riety were limited to those at the end of the 
un and in the old C&O depot. 

If you wished to wash away the soot and 
dors accumulated during the two-hour train 
ride, there was plenty of running water —no 
washrooms, just running water. You had a 
choice of Leatherbark Creek or the Greenbrier 
River. 

The nearest motel or hotel accommodations 
were 10 miles away at the hamlet of Boyer 
(pronounced “Bowyer”). Lodging could be 
bad there at Van’s Motel, but the eight rooms 
at Van’s were likely to be filled, and the little 
motel boasted no dining room or lunch coun¬ 
ter. The nearest place where you could buy 
’ a hot meal, in fact, was at Marlinton, about 
40 miles away. 

The net result of these several inconveni¬ 
ences was that visitors motoring home after a 
long, hot day at Cass were nearly always sun¬ 
burned. sooty, cinder-covered, hungry, irrita¬ 
ble, thirsty and dog-tired. 

The fact that 5,354 paying customers never¬ 
theless rode the Cass Scenic Railroad during 
the first five weeks of operation in 1963 is a 
glowing tribute to the hardihood of the Amer¬ 
ican tourist and the fanaticism of the railroad 
buff 

There has been a steady advance in rail¬ 
road patronage, by the way, since the Shays 
b«-gan puffing in their new role at Cass. Paid 
for 1965 show more than 18 per cent in- 
crrair over a comparable period in 1964. 

Karly mIvitm conditions at Cass wore in 
fwrt due to the desire of Pocnhonlas-County 
mum* and the Department of Natural Ue- 
Wjjk fc MOM th« railroad. . ff., t , ;is . 
with tt. and contiguous land) to get 
<■ Vrt.* Railroad tfartcd during the West 
V®***" 1 * 1 jw That goal was nc- 
“A •* ■ Wire In the spring of 
*J| h ^j* wn l oombed. iU Hhorlact* 
^ A* •omewhnt aooly ah ill tall 

intimately auto 
■ fund*, all I tough MHHtaltkm 
«•* b» lha Ikpattmmt erf 
atorwad (HeftcM ,«> 


some mauuemng inciuems wruen 

nearly catastrophes For ™ ery •*»» t 

ington, D. C„ newspaper 3 Wash ' on lh « railr 

•who gave amole ami n a w,ter ?“*t IV. it fe 

West Virginia. This was telf lL ^thern First, the Ci 
ajjjco^ouv, axle brake S 2SWS 

lbI h ralbm!i e "\ to Jr llr K' d 1,0 but » did Pul 3“ 
the raiiroad out of business until a new aSdo the run nov 

SvTind^m.? 10 ^ t0 ° k n ° Aot± ■wcMa . The =*cU 
lucky find made the search shorter) Prob- be lm prove 
ably more important than the temporary halt CaSfi wiU l 
“., 0peratl0n ^ was th e adverse impression for tourist 
made upon the long-suffering visitors from com Plete t 
the nation’s capital. om tive repair 

R appears that at long last the lean days **&$}** 
at Cass are about over, and residents of the , A \ 1110 ei 
old mill town doubUess feel that it’s none toS b ' ails w,n 
soon. It took three years from the time the s ? ruce fo) 
Sceme Railroad idea was hatched by the Cass . 

Planning Committee until the first passengers u h,ch 1 1 
were hauled. And, before track gets laid and kn ?^ L as 
earth gets moved, tt will have taken more 
than two years for federal Area Redevelopment S U 
Administration funds to be put to work at be a< 
Cass. preset 

Two years ago, the ARA was thinking of picricon 
granting the Cass Scenic Railroad over half- S-tf-v 
a-million dollars to extend the rails to the top w m be t 
of Bald Knob (elevation, 4,852 feet), and im- Bald Knt 
prove existing facilities. But the grant was de- Ultima 
layed by protests from the National Radio As- lodge sk 
tronomy Observatory at nearby Green Bank, mit 0 f B 
The scientists with the big metal ears had availabli 
built a listening post to the universev at Green that. 
Bank because the area was as quiet as a Down 
moon crater at midnight. there ha 

“No indeed,” said they, “we don’t want noisy since th 
trains and noisy people with their noisy au- owned 
mobiles. It’ll ruin our reception.” sprung i 

The observatory officials said it might be of railn 
all right to keep the Cass Scenic Railroad, but You n 
the access road would have to be relocated, hot me; 

The access road happens to be W. Va. 28, a has ren 

primary highway. it the 

The State Road Commission screamed tractive 
about that. “Can’t do it!” said Burl Sawyers, ample 
“It would cost millions!” which f 

There was a deadlock which was finally You 


broken by Sawyer’s suggestion that part of Cass C 
W. Va. 7, not W. Va. 28. be relocated. W. Va. of the 
7 is a secondary road that connects W. Va. lumber 
28 with Cass, about six miles distant. The sug- houses 
goat ion was accepted by federal authorities. re fi 
and the in ter sex* lion of \V. Va. 7 and 28 is * * 

being moved about a mile south of its present Shay ) 

| t U , I u ,n 

Thl* involved building one anti three-tenths 
mi lea of new highway *nd the job should be decora 

door by thin (oil. U u Ui be hoped that the * • 
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ptuiiv, anil oiaio raiKa ouiciMJS soy uiui Uiuti 
on the railroad work will bo received Au¬ 
gust 17. It is probable, however, that no ma¬ 
jor work will be clone until next spring. 

What will be done with the ARA grant? 
First, the Cass Scenic Railroad will be extend¬ 
ed four miles, to the top of Bald Knob, a nearly 
so. This will make the ride twice as long as at 
present, although there will still be a stop at 
Whittaker, the place on the mountain where 
the run now ends. 

The section of railroad that now exists will 
be improved. Railroad shops on the line near 
Cass will be renovated and probably opened 
for tourist inspection. These shops, which have 
complete tools and facilities for steam-loco- 
tive repair, are curiosities in themselves, with 
particular appeal to railroad enthusiasts. 

At the end of the line atop Bald Knob, hiking 
trails will be prepared through a beautiful 
spruce forest, and an overlook will be con¬ 
structed. The panorama from this overlook, 
which I have seen, is destined to become 
known as a beauty spot of the East. 

At the present terminus, a plateau on the 
side of the mountain, about 40 acres of land 
will be acquired by the state, if all goes well. 
At present, riders of the Cass Scenic Railroad. 
disembark and may, if they wish, frolic or 
picnic on and around part of a 12-mile, 60-foot 
nght-of-way now owned by the state. There 
will be toilets and picnic areas at the top of 
Bald Knob and also at the lower Stop. 

Ultimately, Cass enthusiasts dream of a 
lodge, ski trails and.other frills near the sum¬ 
mit of Bald Knob, but the half-million dollars 
available from ARA at this time won’t cover 


at Greets that 


ax a Down in the valley at the present time, 
th*-re have been many pleasant improvements 
»*£! oo*sy since the summer of 1963. Several privately 
r Baa; ao- earned and operated establishments have 
■ 5 -rung up to cater to the more obvious needs 
oudt be of railroad patrons. 

but You no longer have to travel 40 miles for a 
reker.i>rj hot m»al. J. M. Kane Jr., a Cass merchant, 

Y* a a has rr«Knated a CAO dining car and named 
.t Uv* Shay Inn. Air-conditioned and at- 
mmamti > ini had At Shay Inn is an ex* 

1 Uaycrt 4 fr.;> of creative thinking, an operation 

whab fiti tn perfectly with its setting, 
fa- a •• You rr.u/ •!=*» g**t itomcthing to eat at the 

l*arl «f < tu < uuot/y > 

■A \.hr i Country Store, a huge, restyled 
V Vo 1—tor rotapony tt<*rr building which also 

L TW mik h ou ww a *oda fountain, bench*** for Die weary, 
r«at rwoi and many aouvenlr stands 
o*a 9» u TW c«m Country Store complex la, hkr the 
«» i* rM« stkoy loo O privalrHr owned drv«4o»ment 
<aUvng| to potrona U the •«•(*-«mn**d rail- 
tawrWi* rood II la IWucMiully Odd UatefuUy pointed, 

POT Of 


1U61H2CUUU. 

A Civil-War Museum, opened last year by 
Mr. and Mrs. Kyle Neighbor, is near the 
Blackhurst taxidermy exhibit. It features 
“penwritten” records, letters and grants a 
century old, including Civil-War payrolls. 
There are many weapons of the Lincoln era, 
and other bric-a-brac not closely connected 
with the Civil War, such as a genuine West 
Virginia moonshine still. 

There are no overnight accommodations in 
Cass, and Van’s Motel, about 10 miles distant 
yet affords the nearest lodging. But six miles 
north of Boyer is a new motel, The Hermitage 
at Bartow. Opened only this April, The Hermit¬ 
age (not to be confused with another inn of 
the same name at Petersburg, in Grant Coun¬ 
ty) offers eight single rooms and 12 doubles 
and the only modern restaurant in the area. 

Around Marlinton, about 40 miles away 
are several new, modern, motels. Or, those 
who plan to visit Cass might consider stay¬ 
ing overnight in or near Elkins, which has 
many motels and hotels to fit all budgets. I 
have found the trip from Elkins to Bartow, and 
thence to Cass, a fast, pleasant, scenic drive, 
leaving U. S. 219 at Huttonsville and taking 
U. S. 250 through the hills until it intersects 
W. Va. 28 between Thomwood and Boyer. 

Suicide Cave, or Cass Cave, a spectacular 
cavern with an internal waterfall 100 feet high, 
has not yet been opened to the public. No 
work, in fact, appears to have been done on 
this natural tourist attraction, although private 
capital is said to be interested. One of the 
landowners, according to rumors around Cass, 
is being difficult. 

On the railroad itself, there are now three 
Shay engines in operating condition. And the 
bullhorn that train guide W. E. Blackhurst 
formerly used has been replaced by a more 
efficient loudspeaker system. It would be a 
good idea for arrangements to be made to 
protect train passengers from sudden sum¬ 
mer showers. You might carry a raincoat, 
just in case. 

And bring along a sweater or light coat 
The summer sun is hot at Cass, but the air 
can get cool during mornings and evenings. 

A free word of advice to the Department 
of Natural Resources, or anyone else at Cass: 
I'ut up highway signs giving the location of 
the Cass Scenic Railroad, and bow to get 
there. Make these signs big. make them ex¬ 
plicit, and place them on all major highway 
approaches. 

If yiHi are running a business that depends 
uimni highway trade, it is wise to assume that* 
nil tourists have poor eyesight, no memories, 
aiul don’t read English welL You U be wrong, 
oi cows**, but it’s better to be theoretically 
poor and practically right than the 
•round. 
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K* „w*M>onc<d diner owned by J. M. Kane Ji 


You furnish the lot 
well furnish 
everything else! 


Cot* Country Kitchen 


<ntry store. Note soda fountain at left. 
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Soda fountain in country store. Rest rooms are at extreme right. 











Soda fountain in country store. Rest rooms are at extreme right. 
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Blizzard sol on lop ol coboose to gel this shot of Coss Railroad Shay enroule to Mountain State Forest Festival 

Till* venr the Elkin* Forest Festival. operate 1 snort and pulf an the Cass Scenic Rah 
bv ndn5 dtamal weather. SSL*.* fj. *2S .. 


wnTpitlled out of the slough of despond BaW KBob ,or ' , ’ n ra,l ‘* “ 

by one of the powerful little h>KK>ns Last vcar, someone had u- dee of brr.f 
locomotive.- admirer-- call the wonder- one " „f the Cass Shays to Elams lor tu 
fill Iron-How Shay Forest Festival, where the public would lx 

lturinp the three-dav Festival over 4.000 pas- treated to short rides lor a -mall Ice The idet 
sengers. despite -old and periislent rain, was a happy one: The Shay -.- a sooty r. 


ordinarily chugs up Bald Knob rn the Casa Scen¬ 
ic Railroad. Although the miserable weather 
may have halved the number o( paying cus¬ 
tomers, the liUle Shay remained a stellar al¬ 
ii was dillicult not lo notice die locomotive, 
lor its shrill and penetrating steam whistle 
bent more eardrums and cleared more sinus¬ 
es in three days than could be inspected by 


iozon otolaryngologists in a year ol prac- 
e. How do you ignore a festival attraction 


it rata, was a happy one: The Staav - a a '• 

the #0- devella who became die belie -1 the ball 
t which II was decided to repeat the day pen- 
-ss Seen- ance for the IS® Elkins Forest Festival arc 
weather die Department of Natural Reworeea, who t 
ins eus- owns the Shavs. agreed. 1-urther. someone 
ellar at- thought it might be a good idea to tavileth* 
press and other guests for me 60-mile nde. 
omotive as the Shay shimmies, from t.ass to Elkins. 

whistle This was done. About two dozen pnssen- 
re sinus- gors ac companied Shay No. -t followed by sev 
ected by eral passenger flat ears and a caboose, as 
of prac- left Cass about 9:30 on the morning of Oct. 6 


THE WONDERFUL 
IRON HORSE SHAY 

Built for mountain climbing, it's slow, 
mighty slow on the overland trips. 

BY WILLIAM C. BLIZZARD 


heard'for five miles? You don’t, especially if 
the calliope has only one note, or. at, most two 
tw„ iluvu. who in self-defense, hauled 


™ a^f^dv^attracUon The ride, interrupted by three watering 
Calliope which can be stops - for the locomotive not hW 
You don't, especially if and another slop.for minor repa took i» be 
e m.ie or d most iwo longer than anticipated U was about 6.30. anr 
o in ^K defense. hauled gelling dark, *h» Uw ««* 

■ffs: others merely grit- Elkins Maximum speed had been about eigh. 


There were those who. in self-defense, hauled gelling dark, 
out mid-winter ear muffs; others merely grit- Elki“_Maxin 
ted their leelh in silent protest against the m l v.uied die trip .•> 

dawn-to-dark steam-siren symphony. But moal "wwo ^Elkins fine* line dwtadW • 
people accepted the locomotive wlusth as a • . , hal number W 

mild nuisance indicative of a strong benefit, some hng 1 with the Shay 

and were glad the Shay was in town “ Ter, taomen They were Mrs Vlol.t 

Few towns in the United States ran boast of four were -[ Mabel Fretwell -I 
the presence of a Shay engine at any time of Katherine McMullen <J Milwau 
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William C. Bliuard sal on top of caboose to get this shot of Cass Railroad Shay enroute to Mountain State Forest Festival, 
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THE WONDERFUL 
IRON HORSE SHAY 

Built for mountain climbing , it’s slow, 
mighty slow on the overland trips. 

BY WILLIAM C. BLIZZARD 


This year the Elkins Forest Festival, 
plagued by rain and dismal weather, 
was pulled out of the slough of despond 
by one of the powerful little logging 
locomotives admirers call the Wonder¬ 
ful Iron-Hoss Shay. 

During the three-day Festival over 4,000 pas¬ 
sengers, despite a cold and persistent rain, 
paid money to take short rides behind the 80- 
ton Shay locomotive, an antique vehicle which 
ordinarily chugs up Bald Knob on the Cass Scen¬ 
ic Railroad. Although the miserable weather 
may have halved the number of paying cus¬ 
tomers, the little Shay remained a stellar at¬ 
traction. 

It was difficult not to notice the locomotive, 
for its shrill and penetrating steam whistle 
bent more eardrums and cleared more sinus¬ 
es in three days than could be inspected by 
a dozen otolaryngologists in a year of prac¬ 
tice. How do you ignore a festival attraction 
with a sort of built-in calliope which can be 
heard for five miles? You don’t, especially if 
the calliope has only one note, or, at, most, two 
There were those who, in self-defense, hauled 
out mid-winter ear muffs; others merely grit¬ 
ted their teeth in silent protest against the 
dawn-to-dark steam-siren symphony. But most 
people accepted the locomotive whistle as a 
mild nuisance indicative of a strong benefit, 
and were glad the Shay was in town. 

Few towns in the United States can boast of 
the presence of a Shay engine at any Umc of 
the year. Informed sources estimate that not 
more than 40 of the old steam locomotives ex¬ 
ist in the United States today, and few of these 
are any longer able to shake, rattle ^d roll. 
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Maryland Railroads exist belween Cass and 
Elkins. Four Shay ft£t 

the summer months they (the three inai 


operate! snort and pulf on the Cass Scenic Rah 
road, this season hauling 38,857 paying cv 
tomers up Bald Knob for four miles aoc 
back again. 

Last year, someone had the idea of bring 
ing one of the Cass Shays to Elkins for th. 

Forest Festival, where the public would b« 
treated to short rides for a small fee. The idea 
was a happy one: The Shay was a sooty Cin 
derella who became the belle of the ball. 

It was decided to repeat the Shay periu 
ance for the 1965 Elkins Forest Festival, ant 
the- Department of Natural Resources, whict 
owns the Shays, agreed. Further, someom 
thought it might be a good idea to invite lht 
press and other guests for the 60-mile rule 
as the Shay shimmies, from Casa tq Elkins. 

This was done. About two dozen passen 
gers accompanied Shay No. 4,-followed by sew 
eral passenger flat cars and a caboose, as 
left Cass about 9:30 on the morning of Oct. 6 
The ride, interrupted by three watering 
stops (for the locomotive, not tho passengers 
and another stop for minor repairs, tooka bn 
longer than anticipated. It was about 6:30, am! 
getting dark, when the little Shay crept inti 
Elkins. Maximum speed had been about eighi 

m 'lhe a two dozen who hadstarled UwtnP a> 
Cass had, at the Elkins finish line, dwindled U 

managing editor of Trains Magaxme. 

Inasmuch as the 60-mde tnp 
Elkins took about nine hour 8 , it 
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) -owl* “waved like craiy" when train passed. 


After long (timewise) , nay pulu ^ ^ ^ 
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Shijs and similar, 
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az-mt railroads Shay 


9 IMS. 


>i - Shay in .Is hey- 
a.>J power’ its safety. 
irities in the field agree 
isul greater tonnage at 
i;»-nse. with less origi- 
than any other 


rke _*• etc - - r.jrr.i'l for Ephriam 

9ue w (U.-ac M h Shay was a lSth-Cen- 
tjry Ws-A^ab i.nteman who sought bet- 
W way* of getting timber out of the woods 
t he uiv rated and built the loco- 
y.n hu name. His crude pro- 
i «o well at his own operations 
as plan-, and patents to the Lima 
d Utne-oh • Machine Works of Lima, 


• jzi-At that company to make such loco- 
mtti • f» wrteapreod use in the timbering 


timbering 


y i its*: was fortunate for the Lima Ma- 
»«r*.i The company made the first 
■ I<Tt for the J Alley Co. of Michigan. 
Lftey machine was narrow-gauge, but as 
ad for the Shay* increased. Lima made 
ter and better By 1900, Lima had quit 
nachine production and was concen- 
i locomotives Tlie company changed 
awe to Lima Locomotive Works, Inc. 
iu made conventional locomotives as 
m tit* Msav. iru ceasing work in the for- 
the lumtxr wig-industry demand 
miaH i «iw Lima produced iu 
2.7*1* in SMV 

wgm* nad competitors built on 
i d [« iru iplm Tlie major ones 


were the Heisler and the Climax. 

The last Heislei . a locomotive invenlcd by a 
Cornell engineer named Charles Heisler. was 
manufactured in 1941 and Climax went out 

of business in 1929. 

The Shay and its imitators differed from con¬ 
ventional steam locomotives in tlial they were 
designed to haul heavy loads on steep grades 
Called -geared ' engines, as opposed to gen¬ 
eral-purpose. mainline locomotives which 
used connecting rods from drive wheels to 
pistons, the Shay had a number oi small 
wheels which afforded great traction because 
each was a driving wheel. 

On main-line engines, tlie number of drive 
wheels varied, but they were relatively large 
in diameter, heavy, and demanded smooth 
track which in turn required constant mainte¬ 
nance. Additional small wheels on the big 
steamers held up weight and served as rail 
guides, but otherwise were functionless. 

Not so on the Shay. The wheel sets (called 
‘‘trucks’’) under both locomotive and tender 
are connected to steam cylinders transmitting 
power through a crankshaft and flexible coup¬ 
lings. Every wheel does work. 

The Shay is easv to get around curves, is 
easy on track, and can adapt to rough road¬ 
beds that would stall or wreck conventional lo¬ 
comotives The Shay is slow, but it could pull 
tons of logs up a grade three limes as steep as 
a rod-engine locomotive could ascend and safe¬ 
ly gel the same tonnage down the steep giadt 
on the other side •»( tlie hill 

T tstr. h, '.hi; iffssstss 

no niche they could HU «utd manufacture 

^According to John P Killoran of the 
portineut of Natural Resource*, who has made 


himself an authority in such matters (and who 
furnished the technical data (or this article), 
the last three geared locomotives ever buiti 
spent their entire work careers in West Vir¬ 
ginia, and ail three still exist. 

They are nol now. however, in the Mountain 
Slate. One, a Shay that was operated by (he 
Western Maryland on a sleep coal-haul m 
Tucker County, is now displayed at the Balti¬ 
more and Ohio Railroad’s Transportation Mu¬ 
seum in Baltimore, Md. 

The last Climax to be manufactured now 
hauls passengers on the Carroll Park and 
Western tourist railroad at Bloomsburg, Pa It 
was an iron-horse work horse for the Elk 
River Coal and Lumber Co. out of Swandale. 
Clay County. 

The last Heisler locomotive ever built is 
now on display in the public park of Washing¬ 
ton, N. C., Charles Heisler’s hometown, but it 
spent its working career as No. 6 of the Mid¬ 
dle Fork Railroad at Ellamjre, in Randolph 
County. 

Of the four Shays at Cass, numbers f. and 
1 were built in 1905, No 7 was built in 1920. 
and No. 4 in 1923. Tlie Lima locomotive 
Works, merged with the huge Baldwin Loco¬ 
motive Works of Philadelphia in 1950. not only 
has quit making Shays, but no longer builds 
locomotives of any kind. 

Lima now builds power shovels an adjust¬ 
ment to markel conditions which are .. rUlec- 
llon of the changed manner ui when man. 
men wrest a livelihood from their cnwion- 

m The few operating Shays which yet ', v .‘I 

Cass and elsewhere carry not on.- ' •_ 

passengers. For old 'W**™*'^"* ", , 


they also carry endless vivid men 
vanished pasL 
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Folks along route waved like crazy when train passed. 


Pennsylvania, New Hampshire. 
(.oviihlY elsewhere, Shays and similar, 
g*«rvd-t\pe'locomotives built to compete with 
the Sh.ii operute on tourist railroads. Shay 
prxxhRMHin begun m IH7t». ceased in 1945. 

IV pniK'ipal \iitue> of t.*:r Shay in Us hey- 
Ijy were it> traction and power, its safety. 
*tvt it-> K-vnomv Authorities in the field agree 
that the Shay would haul greater tonnage at 
nse, with less origi¬ 
ns. cocu rv*' unit of power, than any other 
locomotive ever built. 

Tbe iiul* engines were named for Ephriam 
9uqr oi Shay was a 19th-Cen¬ 

tury Michigan lumberman who sought bet¬ 
ter » . i out of the woods. 

Is bn seeking he invented and built the loco- 
name His crude pro¬ 
totype •ork-i w> well at his own operations 
tkat be took hi laU ;nts to the Lima 

ipr—ounred hine Works of Lima, 

• urging that company to make such loco- 
■Mt m for widespread use in the timbering 

» .ktti was fortunate for the Lima Ma- 
rboto Wortu The made the first 
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*bior «< b«a i'tob»u naif boll* «*• 
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were the Heisler and the Climax 
The last Heisler. a locomotive invented bv a 
Cornell engineer named Charles Heisler 
manufactured in 1941. and (.lima : went out 
of business in 1929. 

The Shay and its imitators differed from con¬ 
ventional steam locomotives in that they were 
designed to haul heavy loads on steep grades 
Called “geared" engines, as opposed to gen¬ 
eral-purpose. main-line locomotives which 
used connecting rods from drive wheels to 
pistons, the Shay had a number of small 
wheels which afforded great traction because 
each was a driving wheel. 

On main-line engines, the number of drive 
wheels varied, but they were relatively large 
in diameter, heavy, and demanded smooth 
track which in turn required constant mainte¬ 
nance. Additional small wheels on the big 
steamers held up weight and served as rail 
guides, but otherwise were functionless. 

Not so on the Shay The wheel sets (called 
“trucks”) under both locomotive and tender 
are connected to steam cylinders transmitting 
power through a crankshaft and flexible coup¬ 
lings. Every wheel does work. 

The Shay is easy to get around curves is 
easy on track, and can adapt to rough road¬ 
beds that would stall or wreck conventional lo¬ 
comotives The Shay s slow, but it could pu;. 
tons of logs up a grade three times as >tec ; •** 
a rod-engine locomotive could ascend ami sa: 
ly get the same tonnage down me steep k 
on the other side of the hul^ 

With the >iem - i • «' 1 s ^ 
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it waits to take passengers 


:lobs, seems right at home 


A fleet of antique 


Scenic Railroad is rolling again. 

by william c. blizzard 


'After a successful first season, 











IRA didn't walk up to him with 
hilI hae (or “poke," which is perlectij 
West Virginian), and say, ‘ ,D ® n ‘ *P e P 
I n one place." He must work with m- 
i funds procured as he may procure 
miaranlced bv the federal grant. 


Of SIUOM UU.c 

have espressed 
interest' in making a new cave aj^ngwhfcl. 
would be easily accessible to tounsts. 

The future of Cass looks bright, despite pre- 

Ti’JJVffiS"SSU-. ~ 

slogan to Cass, free of charge. 




aat not tc the SB «* jeopardizing ou.c, 
■auru a order to pour money into Cass. 
Bur the fighs for the old railroad became 
TMJtt cetaBre with sever a! newspapers and 
cnlaeon aod ilVOMO 'later boosted lo II8C - 
•l was appropriated by the legislature lo 
tj and refurbish the railroad and certain 

fjmuu gn work was done so that the Cass 
renjc Railroad opened for business under 
ate * laptops on June IS, 1M3. During 1963, 
* railroad, with an 16-mite round trip, had 
v : pay®* rammers during 73 day* of 





































r t r ? p 


o Sha 

After a successful first seast 


On Saturday, May 16, the Casa 
njo Railroad began its second year 
v( operation. As a sr»ecial feature of its 
opening, a delegation of antique-car 
owners chugged into the C &0 station 
at Cass and temporarily abandoned 
their ancient gas-driven vehicles for 
equally ancient steam-powered loco¬ 
motion. 

In law. prospects of success and growth 
are excellent for the state-run Pocahontas 
t'cuntv project. It was not always so. 

There would have been no such Pocahontas 
tmirist railway had it not been for a local 
committee which conceived the idea and 
fvi^fcl for it. Headed by Theodore Riffe, a 
Cass reedent who was chief accountant for 
the neighboring National Radio Astronomy 
Ohncrratory, the Cass Planning Committee 
woo formed in 1960 after the closing of the 
local Mower Lumber Co. operation in July of 
that year 

ft the lumber company, virtually the 
ree of employment in the area, Cass 
*ned to wither and die Unless, of 
some other source of economic nour- 

toukJ be located. 

7h* < Planning Committee pointed out 
rt (hr logging railroad, with its old Shay 
had too much of a tourist potential 
‘gpored and scrapped The Department 
Natural Rescurrrs was not impressed, at 
•ran m£ l« the extent of jeopardizing other 
pwqpwit m seder to pour money into Cass 
iNt th* ftghtf f«r the old railroad became 
seeanr t*M»e with Mweral nrwipapers and 
and IlMM* •later boosted to Slfti - 
•a* *«» by the legislature to 

> r «rwrtw«h the r adroed and ret tain 

oswoixadM psfMtin 


trip 

H U da 


These customers spent over $40,000 in fares 
and on snacks served in the C&O station by 
he church women of Cass. In addition, the 
U. S. Area Redevelopment Administration 
made available $576,000 in federal funds for 
the development and extension of the oper¬ 
ative railroad. 


These funds were for the rebuilding of 
three Shay engines and 14 logging cars; re¬ 
pairs to the railway shops where engines and 
equipment are maintained; the purchase and 
improvement of four acres for a visitor’s 
parking lot; development of a picnic area (in¬ 
cluding the improvement of a beautiful spruce 
forest) near the top of Bald Knob; and the 
extension of the tourist railroad trip to with¬ 
in 1,000 feet of Bald Knob, which has an ele¬ 
vation of more than 4,800 feet. 

Matters seemed to be going well. But for 
a time the National Radio Astronomy Ob¬ 
servatory at nearby Green Bank threatened 
to hold up ARA funds. The Observatory point¬ 
ed out that it was where it was in order to 
avoid noise, and a railroad clattering all 
over the place was undesirable. 

But Observatory officials were ultimately 
placated, and the ARA grant approved. 

Kermit McKeever. head of the Division of 
Parks and Recreation of the Department 
of Natural Resources, has indicated that an 
engineer has been hired and work on the Cass 
project will shortly be contracted for. 

Most of the necessary improvements will 
have been made by fall, so that tourists will be 
uf forded n longer and more scenic journey 
• if they wish to take it) when the Cass Scenic 
Railroad begins operations in the spring of 

ins. 


A> parks chief, McKeever is charged with 
the administration of the Cass railroad. But 
thr All \ duin t walk up to him With $57b w 
in a tug bag tor poke which ts perfectly 
good Woet Virginian', and say, ’ Don t spend 
it all in one place *’ Hr must work with m 
lr< ,in fund* procured at hr may procure them, 
but guaranteed by thr federal grant 
UU Wat vu '.rd recently by a WaahingU* 
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I Shay Can You See? 


</ first season, tl\c Cass Scenic Railroad is rolling again. 

BY WILLIAM C. BLIZZARD 


nrWMnan who wrote a story asserting, in es- 
seoce, that the scenic railroad will be delayed 
because of "bureaucracy” and modern con¬ 
duction techniques, and that much ARA 
nu-nr) earmarked for Cass will go to out¬ 
siders 

In fairness to the Department of Natural 
Kc sources, there is no evidence of boondog- 
(lia| or unslue waste in the Cass affair, and 
nuxl.'rn construction techniques will hasten, 
not delay, railroad improvement. 

It is true that "outsiders” may, by com- 
t,\e bidding, secure Cass work contracts. 
Ml compct:t:\e bidding is designed to save 
not waste it, and is open, of course, 
to local residents. 

Actually it appears that the Cass Scenic 
Raflroad will ultimately bwome West Virgin- 
j s but known tourist attraction, if the po¬ 
tent.ai of the Pocahontas area is developed. 

Ai presen t, the Cass complex, if it may be 
m termed, ts not, and is not meant to be, 
aatweiy a state project. Taxpayers, of this 
stale and others, have contributed to the rail- 
vond. which Is supposed to attract customers, 
wftieb li In turn supposed to attract private 


Pm ate busmens. obviously, is not going to 
hoot la m area unless it can smell a profit 
Aw** and profit potential has. in the case 
af Com. been slocked through the investment 
of out* and federal fund* While government 
serf >*t* UiMaeM ran work logtthtf §Ui 
itndl i— M hCitas of friction are obvious 
fm snUoti the biggest tourist need ai 
;<«* In awt and a place to stay 
ig «a «MM»«^ht at least one of each At present, 
Mac tmmC fetf l«0| SMtnmoilalMU it moot 


Wipe** The •« 


• »u bate la the pad 



need, it might be better for both railroad 
and eating and sleeping accommodations to 
be either entirely under state supervision or 
entirely in private hands. 


Without common management, the need for 
cooperation between state and private busi¬ 
ness is essential, or debilitating dogfights are 
sure to occur. 


Private negotiations are now supposed to 
be under way to turn the former lumber-com¬ 
pany store, now vacant, into a restaurant, but 
Cass residents are getting nervous. Summer 
is nearly here, the facility is badly needed, 
yet nothing had been done at the time of mv 
visit. 


Representatives of the restaurant negoti¬ 
ators say they are waiting for a daily scenic- 
railroad schedule to go into effect on June 
15. Until that date, the Shay-driven train is 
operative only on Saturdays and Sundays. Cass 
residents retort that the bird of time is on 


the wing, and they would like to guarantee rail¬ 
road patrons chicken on the table. 


Meanwhile, your best bet is to pack a lunch. 
It might be a good idea to make your trip 
as soon as possible, too, while the train ride 
is yet entirely a weekend affair. It isn't 
crowded, and it isn’t hot. Your nearest motels 
are at Boyer, Buckeye, and Marlinton. 

The huge cave near the railroad, which con¬ 
tains a 100-foot waterfall, may be opened by 
next summer. The owners of Smoke Hole 
Cavern, near Petersburg, have expressed 
interest in making a new cave opening which 
would be easily accessible to tourists 
The future of Cass looks bright, despite pre¬ 
dictable headaches Even wildflower enthusi¬ 
ast*. 1 am told, have found the rid* on the 
powerful little railroad worthwhile 
To appeal to Ihu group. I contribute this 
»log an to Com free of charge 
Shay tl with flowers'” 

Well. U*a better than "Shay It with cinders 
You won't need a l’«u mask to protect your- 
a*tf tiwm tho old cowl burner, but a bead cov- 
r<ts« dues help 


SUNDAY C AI£TI£ MAIL 






Passenger* re*» at the top before trip down the mountain. 


md cinders, Shay engine pushes cars up steep grade. 


« SOUTH CHARLESTON 

Your choice of two 
liandiome bonut gift* 
for taving el 

dollar savings 
& loan company 
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PAGE FOUR 


The Complete Truth Back of the Proposal to Buy the Cass Railroad summary wss^fl^eented a= 

compact 1:1(1 Present were - tWe business, offered soon. (These men were I Lumber Co. Railroad, its roll- cov^rnm^nt ^ 

•• • feasibditv :>r,sessional and political lead- Eligible for unemployment bene-1 ing stock, and other necessary; .. . ® 

- j • setting into ers of the area. fits from July 1960 to January equipments develop this most mendation 8 

was out- irrmnpt ,., t 1h ,__ • 1961 at which time these bene- unique and rare railroad as an Th comm - lttee h 

' - ' nultn’T^V^b «■ expired.) (operating tounst t ettggkj far 

Ted Riffe. It appears herewith: „ , Cl . twp r a « Planningremittee of peopie that 1vould ** 

■ /' . T-& -, Xt tht ; U r 0f S 0Sing 0f the OP ° S wiSeheartedly^sifpport'r'^the ^\° y \ be ^railroad Lorn 

rdbviDbnnS only industry in Cass approxi- K is therefore, with the above resolution b y the Joint Com- a ,Sction so 

. . j J pIjnn,nt mately 165 men were affected, situation in mind that the com- m m ee on Government and Fi- 50 


r iannm * 16p men were affected, situation in mind that the com- mLttee on Government and Fi- oZds etcTbuthas con 

Some of these men were mobile milt ee offers a definite and| nance as an instrument which ' 3 - 0 nw with tte di-l 

- Chif enough to find employment in sound proposal to the State of could aUev late the unemploy- 'lov-ient to be orov-dei 

Natnnal other communities and other West Virginia to alleviate this ' nt situation in the area, and l p ‘,f‘„ ‘ J" 


S- National other communities and other West Virginia to alleviate this ment situation in the area, and fL.f ™ rsonne \, 

. Observatory states. The majority, however, situ ation. emphasizes the soundness of « PT , 

ark were not blessed with the nec- T 'thp investment in such a ven-i There currently se . 

Kane Jr. Treasurer, essary skills and trades to find In November 1960 the Joint Jhe:mve stmem in , confusion as to 

ham other employment, and today Committee on Government and ture to me^ - and relative merit of 

jong Mavor of the some 80 of these men, repre- Finance, by resolution, recom- T he railroad and rolling stock posed pu ^" e ° { 

senting approximately MO de- mended to the owned by the Midwest “v^Vp 

Arl> _j-‘ Assistant pendents, (wives and children) ship of the 1961 W.V '■ Leg' 5 1 R h Sleel company of J 


K Arbogast. Assistant; pendents, (wives and children) ship of the i9bi w. va ) steel company of tSion'for touxirts 

ntenden: of Pocahontas face utter destitution unless | tourt. that u Xs?^ MowS Chariiston, Wwt Virginia. fraction for tourists, 
some form of employment is'Virginia purchase the mo Thfi amount 0 f railroad m- 


- ... some form of employment is ■ Virginia Tbe amount of railroad in- 

_____I volved is approximately 8 miles, 1 ron9 *^° 

If We Don't Watch They’ll Steal Our Centennial uf2 e tt f The 0 vniage'"square a at '’5miri»Si * a c ™ ssta | . 

3, IlnourSlate (second U, number Fron, [ Royad. And 

we r e m °vlctor f . MT. ■» more MS 1*^3^ 

*+cr*Mr,r, t movement — and ious. Sometimes (as in the Bat- spectable. * * * * t o[ Ba i d Knob, but these rails {ormal discussior 

• it the Commonwealth of tie of Droop Mountain and the ’ 1 have been sold as scrap. The presenl owners of 

t rg it 3 She had had too strong Battle of Sinking Creek, near One advantage ot study g bed< however, is still in- - and right-of-way.' 

;■ harm n the creation of this Lewisburg), far inferior Feder- history at West Virginia Lniver- ^ and new ra ii s could be ment costs a re m 

-r or; to want to destroy al forces, numerically, defeated sity in our day was that we weie Jajd - n order t0 get the full menl figure whict 

• the Virginia Assem- the Confederates ingloriously. subjected to all shades ol Uui eff{jct of lhe en gine traveling fident would be 

t:-. vot- d aga.nst ^cession, with That belied the old Southern War viewpoints. One of the tQ {he top 0 f Bald Knob. Bald . dev elop the rail: 

• .• ,i.; - Wr-t of the view that Confederates were su- finest Southern gentlemen and Knob is the second highest. ou tsta n ding aitrac 

now West Virgin- perior people, man lor man. scholars we ever knew was the . t jn West Virginia (4.852 jsts . A ny impro- 
. f, r t(li(lf , th( . lmt r a . • * * * late Dr. Oliver P. Chitwood, who , and the railroad is higher howe ver. are subj 

The first land battle of the was an unreconstructed Rebel of lhan anv other railroad east of al judgment depe 
entire Civil War was fought at the old school. ^ ,he Rockies). ^rrylhe^deveiopn 

The tiates which had alroaHv Philippi, and this writer will bet * . 5, instance, a 

.knew their cause 10-to-l that the State gets euch- Dr. Chitwood scorned use of what to Boy H. for tort ^ ^ 

v null] not Stand a chance of red ou ' of its rightful publicity the term “Civil VVar ft a* 1 - » e d by The Midwest 1 lhose 3t oilier 

• rl'- Jitho^V.rrnnia ThS again on this score. (That belies insisted it was the War Be- .Also ^ a Co .; are two Shay ^ t0 be erectec 

HAD tu have Virginia So they lhe Southern view that "only tween the StatM, .^the emp ^ f ocomot i V cs. both of which w , ou/d be ml,ch h 

•ent dozens of tannin t„ huh- * f,-w minor border skirmishes sis bemgjm St atej Jf^ i( ...„ f , ?1 |_ 3 r j! jmJ model s. One ^ was pu^ However. 



**T ^ more re- 

*'"* ' f tcrarne* " 

«peet*M* 0 • • • • 

■ ■. s »*& 3 S 

" ilv in our day ««s tlutl ' 

, d . ' hiiHfed »o all shndos of Cl'U 
rr'r M*r viewpoints One of u 
1 ,. , '..t southern gent lemon ami 

! hours we over knew was the 
' Pr Oliver l‘ Chitwood. who 
the »»* an unreconstructed Rebel of 
«! the old school 

oh Pr Chitwood scorned use of 
iiv the term '"Civil War at all. He 
ijr> insisted it "as the "War Re- 
nlv tween the States” the empha- 
heV ns boms on "Slate’s rights" of 
i’ course The war. he contented, 
•ns tris not fought upon the issue 
;rv. of slavery, but upon the issue 
*ra of State’s rights. He never did 
i V mention, of course, that the only 

voiced in 
■ the ri.ulit 

t«*a of (h< Stafo to permit one hu¬ 
man (wing to ho id another in 
*i*rery. and 2 / the right of a 

■A state to break away from the 
a*i*on if it wanted to. and to 

iqr Mt up another nation. 

► la several national elections 
MMbvtaf the War Between the 
Ik Ifrftr said Dr Chitwood, the 


^’*1 | ||| fictirally go to the top 
' Knob but these, rails 


These costs are based on In 
formal discussions with thi 
present owners of the railroai 
and right-of-way. The improve 
ment costs are merely a judg 
ment figure which we are con 
fident would be sufficient t< 
develop the railroad into ai 
outstanding attraction for tour 
ists. Any improvement cist, 
however, are subject to person 
al judgment, depending on ho* 
far one would initially want t< 
carry the development program 
If, for instance, a lodge similai 
to the one at Blackwater Falb 
or those at other State Parks 
was to be erected, the costs 
would be much higher. 

However, we believe the bas¬ 
ic, initial investment should be 
concerned with the preserva¬ 
tion of the railroad, and if 
in the future the demand for 

ll 0 ly a b faC S S g. 


, of Bald Knob, but 
have been sold as “™P. ™ 
road bed. however, is still in¬ 
tact and new rails could be 
laid in order to get the full 
of feel of the engine traveling 
to the top of Bald Knob. Bald 
Knob is the second highest 
point in West Virginia (4,852 
Ft ) and the railroad is higher 
than any other railroad east of 
the Rockies). 

What to Buy 

Also, owned by The Midwest 
Raleigh Steel Co., are two Shay 
type locomotives, both of which 
are 1880 models. One was put 
into operation in 1901 by the 
West Virginia Pulp and Paper 
Company: the other began op¬ 
eration in 1921, also by the 
West Virginia Pulp and Paper 


holdings were at Cass. 


Although the engines and the (should such an undertaking be 
railroad would require some re- considered. The idea of a *° d S®> 
pairs and improvements to con- however is not remote and the 
vert it from a logging railroad basic attractions, i e.: the rail- 
to a tourist carrying line, the road ’ cavern, hunting, foshrn g, 
costs would not be prohibitive. a £ d serene natural beauty of 
.See attached estimate of in- the mountains is such that a 
vestment and operating costs), l^gecould be constructedfrom 

Through informal discussions future profits that uould be 
it has been ascertained that the d enved from the railroad and 
afore mentioned properties ot ^ 
could be secured for approxi¬ 
mately $90,000-$ 100.000. 

The right-of-way and land on 
Raid Knob is owned by the 
Mower Lumber Company and 
tan be secured at the foliow- 


vaved 



The idea for a ski slope and 
the improvement and operation 
of the cave should be encour¬ 
aged as a private program. Wc 
believe that if private and pub- 
(Turn To Page 10) 
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p..:!', .»n<l Improvement* to con- \ 
vrv I it front n logging railroad, 
to .i tourist carrying lino, the 
cost* would not be prohibitive. 
.See attached cstlmute of in- i 
vestment and operating costs), j 
Through informal discussions , 
,t has been ascertained that the 
afore mentioned properties 
could bo secured for approxi¬ 
mately $90,000-$ 100,000. 

The right-of-way and land on 
Bald Knob is owned by the 
Mower Lumber Company and 
can be secured at the follow¬ 
ing prices: 

Right-of-Way $100 per acre 
Wooded Area $100-$ 150 per acre 
•Cut-over” Area $35 per acre 
It is estimated that the sum 
of $25,000 could secure the 
• ■ ssary land to develop the 
area. r 

We submit, in the attached 
nummary of "Tourist Possibili- 
• • - of 'he Mower Lumber. r Co. 
Railroad at Cass. W. Va.’\ the 

te). In propor- 
tu n to imputation that too was 
about as much as any other 
State contributed. Furthermore. 
We-t Virginia gave great lead¬ 
ers to both sides. 

^ >rrwt mes we feel that we 
wr.»ild rather have been hanged 
h***u!e John Brown than to 


however, is not remote, and the 
basic -attractions, i. a.: the rail- 
road, cavern, hunting, fishing 
and serene natural beauty of 
the mountains is such that a 
lodge could he constructed from 
future profits that would he 
derived from the railroad and 
other attractions. 

The idea for a ski slope and 
the improvement and operation 
of the cave should be encour¬ 
aged as a private program. We 
1 believe that if private and pub- 
(Turn To Page 10) 

2a BLESSINGS Masonite 
Plaques house, kitchen, and 
anniversary. Gold scrolled $1.00. 
Personalized, 303 Fifth Ave., 
New York, New York. 

NOTICE 

Several years ago we a* 
greed that should we ever 
become separated, you would 
use the magic code symbol 
"NX" and I the letter "G", 
and through these we would 
be re-united. I have now 
found a wonderful home and 
a beautiful life and want you 
to rejoin me. If you see this 
ad in any of the many papers 
in which it will appear, an 
swer in that paper. 

All my love, 

"G” 
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^•n iHirn in a State which 
,,,-d of its existence; one 
no honor, loyalty nor 
k one which teaches its 
n to hr ashamed of it and 
dirrdi them to leave it 

»n4k*m will continue to 
Virginia** M until 
m «Krn wo achieve *omr 
<4 unity, loyalty and •elf 
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r r- ;Ad r <liop». etc t. but has concernc 
• n.r^ wfe.*h itaolf only with the direct cn 
pfovment to be provided. <op< 
* *** ratio* personnel). 

There currently seems to b 
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<fw fl and relative merit of the pr« 
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mr uvrvivpineni program 
If. for instance. a lodge similar 
to the one at Rlackwater Fall* 
or those at other State Parks 
was to be erected, the costs 
would be much higher. 

However, we believe the ba* 
ic. initial investment should be 
concerned with the preserva¬ 
tion of the railroad, and i/ 
in the future the demand for 

| !« farillt i< 

ihen, and only thi 
should »uch an undertaking be 
considered The idea of a lodge, 
however. U not remote, and the 
bilk attractions. i i the 
road, cavern, hunting, fishing, 
and icrene natural beauty of 
the mountains is such that a 
lodge could be constructed from 
future profits that would be 
derived from the railroad and 
other attractions. 

The idea for a ski slope and 
the improvement and operation 
of the cave should be encour- 
aged as a private program. We 
helarve that if private and pub- 
(Turn To Pao# 10 ) 
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flic Complete Truth Back of the Proposal to Buy the Cass Railroad SmSW ^j^pggttw.« 

(s^.t mv-'- compart and Present were' t'tie business, offered soon. (These men were Lumber Co. Railroad, ite roll Government and ^ recom- 
*** — •; the feasibility professional and political lead- eligible for unemployment bene- ing stock, and other ne • preparing 

, - .ev.me into ers of the area. fits from July i960 to January equipment.^ develop this most mendation. mad e n0 

1961 at which time these bene- ! unique and rare railroad as an Thc committee bas i 

1 fits expired) operating tourist attraction for aUem pt to proiect tnc n I 

' fltS eXP " ’ the State of West Virginia L f people that would be m f 

Prooosal to State The Cass Planning Committee (pi oye d indirectly ” “ . a 

Proposal to state wholehearte dly supports the P o! the railroad Hecommg » 

s therefore, with the above | reso lution by the Joint Com-1 t our i s t attraction l- nrerne d 

• I situation in mind that the com- m i t t e e on Government and Fi- sbo ps, etc.), but has con 

Imittee offers a definite and nance as a n instrument Which lUeU only with the direct ei 

1 sound proposal to the State of cou i d alleviate the unemploy-, payment to he provided, P»- 

‘ West Virginia to alleviate this menl s i lua tion in the area, and rallng personnel). 

• I situation. emphasizes the soundness ol There currently seems to be 

1 T xt iqfift the Toint >he investment in such a ven- confusion as to the cost 

I in November I960 the Joint ^ tQ lhe Slate . 1 relative merit of the pu> 

■ Committee on Government and Pres ent Owners 'sed purchase of thc Mower 

. Finance, by resoiution. recom The railroad and rolling stock \? u “ be j company railroad at 
.mended to thei fuU member-1 ; J ne owne(1 by lhe Midwest ^ V a. as a possible at- 


january 1*. 


J K 


ers of the area 
business was out- fhe important thing in a 
I tt » aweLfig in Mar.mion nutsheU was a report given by 
Ted Riffe. It appears herewith: 
, a meeting which was at- ,.\t the time of closing of the 
,4 by the editor of this on iy industry in Cass approxi- 
r. >ii called by a planning mately 165 men were affected 
jj;tee including: Some of these men were mobile 

. R/'t. Chairman. Chief enough to find employment i 
, JS ’. "of the National i other communities and othei 
, \ctronomv Observatory states. The majority, however, 
•erbank: were not blessed with the nec- 

u Kane Jr. Treasurer, Iessary skills and trades to find 
l other employment, and today 
r- V,Mavor of the some 80 of these men, repre¬ 
senting approximately 240 de- 


r of the some 80 of these men, repre- Finance, by The railroad and rolling stock\P ^ b Company railroad at 

isenting approximately 240 de- mended to the full 1 are owned by the Midwest 1 ^ w Va as a possible at- 

Assistant pendents, (wives and children) snip of the K • • & Raleigh Steel Company of lracllon { or tourists, 

r intpr destitution unless lature, that the State ol \v rwieston. West Virginia. 


' Arboeast. Assistant pendents, (wives and children) snip of the 1 • Wesl Raleigh c - :' 

cr ov-dent *of Pocahontas face utter destitution unless lature, that t Mower Charleston, West Virginia. 

'“f"' some form of employment is Virginia purchas - The amoun t 0 f railroad in- 1 Wrong Report* 

90**- J, __._— v olved is approximately 8 miles 1 ” lbe 

If We Don’t Watch They'll Steal Our Centennial 

(From page 3) | in our State (second in number Front^Royal.^An point about! W* from the inaccurate u attached Hjsc 


swld join her But one import- 
CTt state WOULD NOT join the 
«ce«!oni£t movement — and 
hat was the Commonwealth of 
.’irgmii She had had too strong 
t hand in the creation of this 
•o want to destroy 
: TWICE the Virginia Assem- 


‘ time on Leatherbark creex iu a newspapers nave ' 

in our State (second in number Front uoyai. -" , nt abou t 1 1-2 miles from the inaccu rate as the attached basic 

only to Virginia). In most of QuantreU appears on ^ Rnob nul- . inves tmcnt detail will show 

these the Federate were victor- he becomes a little more P actually g0 lo the top ; These costs are based on - 

these tne r I spectable. | 0 °Bald Knob, but these rails i formal discussions with i(he 

* , have been sold as scrap. The . resen t owners ol the railroad 

One advantage of studying however, is still in- and right-of-way The improve- 

history at West Virginia L mver- and new rails could be i ment c08 ts are merely a judg. 

sity in our day was that we were ^ order to get the full men t figure which wc are C 

subjected to all shades of Civil lhe engin e traveling I fldent would be sufficient to 

War viewpoints. One of the lbe l0 p 0 f Bald Knob. Bald deve i 0 p thc railioa 

finest Southern gentlemen and ^ is lhe second highest outstanding aUmnon ^ 
scholars we ever knew was the i t in west Virginia <4.8o2 isls . Any impr °^, ri oer5on . 
late Dr. Oliver P. Chitwood who p and lhe railroad is higher however. ™ “JjjStag how 
was an unreconstructed Rebel of lhan any oth er railroad east ol { to 

the old school. lhe Rockies). fa^o the dev elopment program^ 

Dr. Chitwood scorned use of What to Buy If. &r ““i^BlV-kwater Fall* 


ious. Sometimes (as in the Bat¬ 
tle of Droop Mountain and the 
Battle of Sinking Creek, near 
Lcwisburg). far inferior Feder¬ 
al forces, numerically, defeated 
WICE the Virginia Assent- the Confederates ‘“Slpriously. 
ioted against secession, with | That belied the old Southern 
fates from West of the j view that Confederates were su- 
Wpci Virtfin- oerior people, man for man. 


__ . :es from west oi tne i -1 

tlleghen.es (now West Virgin- perior people, man for man. 

n firmly holding the line a- * * , . ... . fVl „ 

ajnsl j. i The first land battle of the 

..... | entire Civil War was fought at 

The -ales which had already 1 Dr. Chitwood scorned uWP wha t to Buy u. ‘ on V at B lackwa ter Fans 

) knew their cause) ^ ^ Qf Us rightfu i publicity the term “CivU War” at aR- Qwned by T he Midwest of those al other Stow P«J*. 
ouW n< t stand a chance of agajn on this score . (That belies insisted it was l f? e h Raleigh Steel Co . are two Shay was l0 be erected, h 

w-dhoot Virginia. They ^ Southern view that “only I tween the States the empha f^f^omotives. both of which w0uId be mU ch higher ^ 
.if) III have Virginia. So they minor border skirmishes I sis being on ‘States ■ 18g0 models. One was P H 0WC ver. we belie be 

Hit dozens of fanatics to Rich- in West Virginia.”) course. The war. he contented, are jn I90 l by the ^ ^ in ves«n.^« 

lend Tiiey built bonfires •n. k BatTie‘ n of Philippi was . was not tough! upon the issue j»“ »{“ ia p„|p **£ coneerned '> 

tt Sb'sEisIs sss?‘js.T rr 
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1 THe Complete Truth Back of the Proposal to Buy the Cass' Railroad 


y. mrat and all those concerned 
, »tl! jca:n. both financially and 
„ m the vrlf-satisfaction that gen- 
, «■-.»:;> accompanies thfs type of 

The question which seems to 
',»• most prominent in the minds 
of those directly or indirectly 
1 interested in this project is the 
■' value of the railroad to the 

COST OF FIRST 
SUMMER 

Personnel 
Y Per Week 

j !— Engineer-$ 84.00 

| !— Fireman- 72-80 

1 i—Brakeman - 67.20 

r !—Conductor- 67 ^5 

t 1 —Laborers 1- 257.60 

, j_Clerk _ 40.00 

1—Supervisor- 10000 

_ $688.80 

’ Coal 124 1-2 tons at 8.00) 196.00 
\ Material and Supplies and 

, Minor Repairs- 200 00 

i Insurance- 39.20 

‘ Food_ 130 00 

(] TOTAL $1,254.00 

‘ e Less: Income 

... 70 persons per day @ $3.00 

per person _ 1.470.00 

NET $ 216.00 


In lliy ^Inched summary of j Estimated Basic Investment Coat Of Railroad at Caw 

operating Tricorne and costs for £ osl 0 ( railroad and necessary rolling stock, including 

» i™ Ur—«tr • — « 4fW 

of 70 persons per day. This motives and 8 Itet-cars (plus stock and parts)-$100,000.00 

average was based on the re- Cost of 8 miles of right-of-way and approximately 

corded numbers of persons who 200 acres of land on Bald Knob- 25,000.00 

visited the Astronomy Center improvements of railroad and rolling stock- 80,000.00 VI 

at Green Bank in the months 1 Bald _ 25,000.00 P j 

jOlher Improve™,,, «ZZ ■ 

" improvements? *. | 

include groups who made ar- , {The improvements' enumerated above should employ 
range'ments for tours in ad- I 65-70 men for a full 52 weeks). 

vance, but are merely people ( _ _ jjmrr .... 

who passed through the area .. J ' . 

and decided to stop. Further,' llon to the state, thereby requir- - average of 70 passengers per 

SAP. 43ASST.S Ear* ISSWM 

s nrSf! 

ume of visitors coming into the j ^equate c ^ opera- probable costs of repairs if the 

area if a promotional effort m s PP *u; s : s no t as railroad is initially put in good 

relation^o the railroad ^ at- | may se^m as tSe .working ^ndition «owever^^ve 

tract the tourist was under- importan . k would 1 believe the estimate of 70 pass 

take®? 1 We believe the answer ^^i^first^class^operation lengers pet day is^ltw^and^any 
“SVeSng cos,, for -^ ese tte ^.ev e.ue 

saw s t^r lera for 'W % clear 
kps a s.pSLa rsrss 

ment. These costs have been P Qn per engine mile, proponents of thi^ P) , T 

i converted to_ a 7-day work week ^ P. g pro b a bly. high but an not advocate it P worlh . 

> (56 hours) “, d “”, a ,5u»ertence tatlng' wUl have to the,'»P'm« »| »‘“f * 


• present owners. The value to 
t the owners, howev.er, is not 
s directly in proportion to the 
c value the railroad would be to 
I. the state and its development! 
k program, and we believe the j 
d altached summary of initial I 
ie costs would certainly give the 
owners a fair return on their 
• investment, apd Its value to the 
rliite, at these suggested costs, 
ub- cannot be measured in cold 
is dollars and cents only, 
r ” But what should also be con- 


ii-sa. 

























a iwt 00 | t quite obvlnu*. 

- <ml | ,„• opvrttiiiift com-. 
200 00 drat summer of ope 
30 20 outlined c»U» for ten 
130 00 personnel at the K n 
<1 2M 00 rates for this type " 
ment These costs li 
v . $:» 00 converted to a V clay ' 

1470 00 v 56 hours! and bast 
$ 216.00 initial summer's oper, 
weeks (April through 
^ however, a ski slot 
he value to t ^ e winter months v, 
ver is not , additional revenues 
•t,on to the responding additiona 
would be to Each engine trip » 
development Bald Knob requires 
believe the 0 f c oal at an estir 
v oi initial purchase price ot 


action is taken, and tasen 
' quickly the state will no longer 
have such an attraction avail¬ 
able to it, whereas other na¬ 
tural attractions can be deferred 
without a loss in either direct 
value or potential. 


The income is 


JACQUELINE 

The Morning 






JACQUELINE REED 

Zhe Morning Side 
':m, of the 


***' '"f . . rv S’jtr o' Wort Virginia 

■in to a at ttr disposal In the area { 

of the Cats railroad the herit- 
! T, V * ‘ v which have been the trade- j 

. . , 4r < —i: West Virginia in the, 

and also those that are | 

Z* _ paving aa important part in 

V , . .* xe future of the state. The 
, r, ■ *:.-. ;•_-*—art liW 

' . ' ■ ' .i - ft! steam locomotive lum- 

' ’ J. r.i; up the tide of-a*' moun- 

^ ; u a peak k unequalled in 
b\ any railroad in the 

L. r J.-1&I2 .L'-ited.SufeE^nd just 

-• fl’. e miles* -"From the 
*■ / , ... starting point of the railroad is 

_ '■ our heritage of the future— 

\ -he National Radio Astronomy 

* 1/ Observatory at Green Bank, and 

. .j onlv forty-five miles away the 
r * Naval Research Observatory at 

.. . . Sugar Grove. Both these in- 
\ stitutions are so aware of the 
t or responsibilities they have to the 
visitor that each is planning 
. . . . . reception centers to accommo- 

■ but you don't mein in an elevator and the 
a h:,- ; l.ke Jack other for Pontiacs where the 
that cheap stuff two power shovels have a dis- 
puii ut of the cussion of the car’s fine points, 
gut- v arrive. Most TV commercials are dull 

• . and insane, apparently aimed 

Commercials at a three-year-old mind, judg- 

ndier’s nomination ing from tfce reaction of our 
erest of the 'new Betsy. But the two we have 
rnmercials goes to mentioned might even sell chow 
Chung King chow mein and Pontiacs. 


Only 140 Books Left 
y Bookshop, Richwood, W. Va. 







i Tourist's Prevue of a Cass Railroad Ride 

- 6 L U _Rv Ivan N. Hunler 


By Ivan N. Hunler prime in the early day 

.. i the present century. 

Last ^mmer after we hiked u haver l re 

up Hills Creek near Hillsboro Wesl Virginia HiUbill 

in Pocahontas County and took, not w thal , 

iome fine shots of the Fall*. , Baum a rail {an {rorn P 
we thought that we had seen van j a came d own to in 
the ultimate point of interest in Ca rtol and ta i ke d to t 
that section of West Virginia. makers during the spe* 
But, how wrong we were. sion w jth such convincii 

Just this past weekend, we manship lhat lhe men 
returned to Pocahontas Count} taB ^ n g p 0 Rtics long ei 
and found another amazing set up a S p ec i a \ subc 
facet of interest in this unique lQ investigate the pros 
county. of his idea of buying 

The day that we found an- road {or a l0U rist attr 
other exciting chapter J&J£^+ 0 f the last steam i 
story of' Pocahontas County was Ea$l q{ the Rockies. 

—• s> 

hm” d to <1 p"'ch on The s „bcomrm«« 

Let! Train from C... 

\ r a%Se"« lt ^rls5 e « 

; he ta L a r ide on a mountain a rail buffs 

ssSSSSiSs? 


Railroad Ride 

By Ivan N. Hunter prime in the "early days of 

Last summer, after we hiked present century, 
up Hills Creek near Hillsboro ^ >‘ ou haven’t been reading 
in Pocahontas County and took West Virginia Hillbilly you 
•ome fine shots of the Falls. m ‘ght not know that Russell 
'vc thought that we had seen ^ aum - a rail fan from Pennsy.- 
the ultimate point of interest in Y, an ‘ a> came down to the State 
that section of West Virginia. Ea Pi*ol and talked to the law- 
But. how wrong we were. makers during the special ses- 

Jtist this past weekend, we s ‘ on w |th stich convincing sales- 
returned to Pocahontas County 1 mans hip that the men paused 
and found another amazing ta ^ing politics long enough to 
facet of interest in this unique set . up a s P ecial subcommittee 
county. ! t0 investigate the pros and cons 

The day that we found an- j of ^ idea t of . buy l ng the ra; -* 
other exciting chapter in Ute4- r ° a ^, fora tourist attraction one 
story of'Pocahontas County was ° f , the , last ^ team sha y lmes 
last Saturday and the place was East °* the Rockies. 

Cass, a small mountain village 

crowded by the Allegheny foot- To Decide Sunday 


hills to a precarious perch on 
the banks of a turbulent river 
named Greenbrier. 

Last Train From Cass 

I was in Cass not to meet the 
friendly people or to admire 
the unequaled scenery or draw 
Igs, the pure air of 
•hr hill county I was in Cass 
to take .* ride on a mountain 
railroad and when we arrived 
,n the community at eight in the 

morning the object of the af¬ 
fection of just about every rail 
i:n , n the eastern part of the 
puffing saucily on 
a udr track, taking on watei 
#r Four” and 
the )ran have been kind to the 
imto gal and her Jaunty air 
did t.A hint that she was a 
Hnih| lady »hen William Jen- 
•uf>g» Hr > an »a» campaigning 


The subcommittee meets this 
coming Sunday at the Capitol 
in Charleston to decide on just 
what it will recommend to the 
legislature when it convenes in. 
January. Most of the committee 
members have indicated pri¬ 
vately that they will advise 
that the state purchase the roll¬ 
ing stock of the former Mower 
I Lumber Company and turn it 
I into a rail buffs paradise. 

The town of Cass, with its 
only industry shut down and 
I sold at the auction block, re- 
! sembles one of those frontier 
western ghost towns after the 
mother lode played out. 

Narrow streets of white two 
story houses, many Of them 
now deserted and up for sale, 
bear witness to the time when 
lumber was king and over 168 
families lived In the booming 


tut th« pcci.virmry community 


\umtwr Four u ft rare 
bud t»cx*uM tu hi»tu»ian». the 
t*.»ithe repibsent* one of 
tbe Uia «f the iluy engines 
l**t Wutgbmd at Use steep htUs 
WeiaVut»ii h*e% when the 


Old timers bronsed by the 
many seasons of logging in the 
•urruundmg mountains sit uly 
on the porch of the boarded up 
company store and with only 
the Ic^tl prompting eiitt UU ®- 

_ _ilevb VII Itve r i3 


rcMirned to Pocahonln* 
.uirl found another i 
inort of Interest in ihis 
ciinnl) 


day lliar we round an- 1 


talking politics lan(! i’ nmlRI ' 
set up a special subcomtnmif 
•’■quo Uj investigate the pros and con* 
of Ills Idea of buying the ra. • 
road for a tourist attraction one 
of the last steam shay lines 
•East of the Rockies. 


story 0f»Pocahontas County 
last Saturday and the place wu» 

Cass, a small mountain village 
crowded by the Allegheny foot¬ 
hills to a precarious perch on _ _. lv m UTOlai vula 

the banks or a turbulent river conl j n g Sunday at the Capitol 
named Greenbrier. i ■- —-- - 

Last Train From Cass I 

I was in Cass not to meet the 
friendly people or to admire 
i tie unequaled scenery or draw 
into mv lungs, the pure air of 
the hill county. 1 was in Cass 
to take a ride on a mountain 
railroad and when we arrived 
in the community at eight in the 
morning, the object of the af¬ 
fection of just about every rail 
fen in the eastern part of the 
nation was puffing saucily on 
a side track, taking on water. 

She was “Number Four” and 
the years have been kind to the 
little gal and her jaunty air 
did not hint that she was a 
young lady when William Jen¬ 
nings Bryan was campaigning 
for the presidency. 

“Number Four” is a rare 
bird because, to historians, the 


To Decide Sunday 

The subcommittee meets this 


in Charleston to decide on just 
what it will recommend to the 
legislature when it convenes ;rt. 
January. Most of the committee 
members have indicated pri¬ 
vately that they will advise 
that the state purchase the roll¬ 
ing stock of the former Mower 
Lumber Company and turn it 
into a rail buffs paradise. 

The town of Cass, with its 
only industry shut down and 
sold at the auction block, re¬ 
sembles one of those frontier 
western ghost towns after the 
mother lode played out. 

Narrow streets of white two 
story houses, many ‘bf them 
now deserted and up for sale, 
bear witness to the time when 
lumber was king and over 168 
families lived in the booming 
community. 

Old-timers bronzed by tho 
many seasons of logging in the 


M -- r Uldiijr ocaouua kji 141 1 

railroad, she represents one of ; surroun ding mountains sit idly 
the last of the shay engines Qn p 0rc h 0 f the boarded-up 
that laughed at toe^steep^mlis j company store and with only 


of West Virginia bac1< when the 

lumber industry was^b^j| 


the least prompting will tell i 
the roaring days in the past 
history of this lumber town. oE 
days when the big double-band 
mill sawed around the clock and 
when as many as eight of the 
smoke belching shay engines 
went up to the top of the high¬ 
est mountains to bring down 
the logs that the skidders towel 
on sky high cables from riege 
to ridge, of the "skidder boys’ 
who tooted the steam whistles 
to signal the hookers on me 
other side of a deep valley and 
whose vision was sometimes oj- 
scured by low hanging clouds 
Most of the young folks have 
moved over to nearby Green- 
bank where they have found 
jobs at the Httdio Astronomy 
Center In an unheard of protect 
of sorting signals from galaxies 
in tha outer fringes of space. 


(Turn to P*W« 
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THE STATE CAN BUY A RAILROAD 
AND OTHER STATES PROVE IT FEASIBLE 


West Virginia has something that a lot of other 
states would give a purty for and that's a bit of sure 
tourist bait in the form of a mountain and a railroad that 
chugs up it. 

The state of West Virginia can have this railroad 
if the owners don't want to get too rich on it, and if the 
state's representatives are convinced of its worth as a 
tourist attraction. 

There is every kind of interest in the idea. This 
paper has heard from everybody and his brother and all 
divinely hope that the road and its steam locomotive will 
not be relegated to the limbo of the scrap heap. * • 

Hillbilly tells the story up to now this week. It 
gives you a news account of the Sunday meeting of the 
Mowse Senate group If gives you pictures that a Virginia 
railroad fan took It gives you a pep talk letter from 
fi«anian Russell Baum who started Hillbilly out on 
Ik* avast to save the railroad. 

Keep this issue as either a souvenir of West Virgin* 
** s k»<V«*idn«ii 0# its forwardness. Remember Hillbilly 
•* ask ng tke state or private enterprise to do only what 
••he* |it«M have done to their profit, glory and pride 


legislative Report 

(From The Charleston Oatettel 
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U* (Mil — W®*» Virginia'* Mott T*IW*d About Troin 

Baum Writes Again about Cass Train 
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Kfctfc**d a group of picture* 1 took 
|ftp g|| ar ^|j tbotrd the Legislature 
V 4 return then* with the rest 

i, . u*ed them 

If the proposal with the l 
f - throtifh he wrote on Sunday 0 tober 
~ ^ m ;nA> > r interested in 
More urformatl^ of this sort of thing to use 
tji »^ar newspaper promotion. 

If so. my offer still stands of taking 
m oroond the two tourist railroads in Penn* 
fT n|tl| o: East Broad Top. which 

0MB0d up this August, was in constant com- 
n^r.cy -r. ar.d mad*- mm;. ’i.;. •" 1 w ' ® ‘ 

J ..-. North Car ‘hna And the operator of the 
nr delved into all the facets of the Tueetsie 
before «ta^r. 2 h own operaUon _And it. 
trmmj tolki With Mr. Wilburn of the EBT 


that 1 found out my info on the Twee 
l was probably instrumental 
several years ago in helping to get the 
started.MVith subsequent trips with the 
from the Tweetsie 

from the EBT at cost. I think the idea : ' 
blossomed and then trips and discussions v 
the Tweetsie man finalized the deci>.^. 

Mr Wilburn to convince the owners 
railroad, Kovalchick Salvage concern • 
Pittsburgh, to follow through with ^ 

Mr Wilburn was up until the line was offi. 

abandoned (track was never torn up than 
and still is the Operating Vice-Presiaen 
should go on a Sat. or Sun. and next wees 
first weekend in November) to th.t en^or 
vear. You can also compare the mult..._~. ■ 
vantages the Cass outfit has over the EBT .. 

(Turn to Page 8) 






' . ' * «roinrr and all 

h °P° ,hllt th ® ro * d * nd «♦* steam locomotive will 
no) b* rologMod to the limbo of the scrap heao 

Hillbilly tells the story up , 0 now this week |»’ 

« iv# ’ Cat neW * aCC ° Unt ° f ,he Sunda V me.»in 9 0 f the 
Hou.* S«nate group. It give, you pictur „ fh 9 ' ” . ,he 

railroad fan took. It give, you a pop ,„,J q,n,a 
Pennsylvanian Russell Baum who started Hillbi^ , y* , 0 u < t ^0,,, 
the quest to save the railroad. 

Keep this issue as either a souvenir of West Virgin¬ 
ia’s backwardness or its forwardness. Remember: Hillbilly 
is asking the state or private enterprise to do only what 
other states have done to their profit, glory and pride. 




There she stands, idle, ready 
for the blow torch, ready for the 
scrap heap. Anyway you look at 
it. it is sad throwing away a past 
that can he re-created to the 
sibilant sounds of a symphonic 
cash register. 


Legislative Report 

(From The Charleston Gazette) 

Members of a legislative com¬ 
mittee took a preliminary step 
bore Sunday toward possible 
purchase of a lofty little rail¬ 
road with its side attraction of 
an underground waterfall said 
to be higher than Niagara Falls. 

The railroad step was taken 
by four members of the Joint 
Committee on Government and 
Finance. They authorized Leg¬ 
islative Auditor C. H. Koontz 
to check with the Conservation 
Commission on the wisdom of 
purchasing the Mower Lumber 
Co. railroad at Cass. Pocahon¬ 
tas County. 

The commission would have 
charge of the railroad as a 
unique scenic attraction for 
tourists in the event of pur¬ 
chase by the state. 

Tentative offers totaling a 
maximum of $284,110 were 
quoted to the committee by 
Koontz. The sum represents the 
purchase price for 13 miles of 
railroad, an extensive land area, 
an old diamond stack locomo¬ 
tive and certain additional 
equipment, including flat cars. 

The offers were made by 
representatives of at least three 
principal owners who would be 
involved in the deal. They are 
Midwest Steel Corp., Mower 
Lumber Co. and Don Mower 
Lumber Co. 


Th# IMII* train tru-hd in this H was Earned also that a 
i»« imr ihr n«i» dHui.ft hull riMin private investor. Identified only 
•# ti»# imu train ra» ,u a friendly “southern bank- 

*»•*» kfifti In |iMt«r wmIIIi than 

IW* (Turn to P«go 14) 
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Dear Mr. Comstock' 

Enclosed are a gr 
on the trip Saturday at 
Special". Please return 
after you have used the 
If the proposal 
falls through (he wrot- 
30) today you may be 
more information of ihs 
in your newspaper prow 
If so, my offer 
you around the two tou 
sylvania. One. the Eas 
opened up this August, 
munication and made ms 
sie in North Carolina Ai 
EBT delved into all the 
before starting his own 
from my talks with Mr. 
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Save The Train 1 . 

TMI STATE CAN BUY A RAILROAD 
ANPOTMtR STATES PROVE IT FEASIBLE. 

W..I Virginia h« *om.lhing that . lot of other 
’ oiv. a purly for and that'* a b.t of ,ur« 

. zz. £...... 

^ of Wait Virginia can have thi. railroad 

. .. wln * |o get too rich ort it, and if the 

IT. •££.«»•*. tonvinced of i,s wor,h “ a 

'■ ry kind of inter.,, in the idea. Thi, 
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<•» '* M ’* ,h * ""jjJ . .ouvanir of W..I Virgin- 
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Pennsylvanian Rusiell »«um wno st 
♦ he quest to »«v« the railroad. 

Keep thi* issue as either a souvenir of West Virgin¬ 
ia's backwardness or its forwardness. Remember: Hillbilly 
is asking the stato or private enterprise to do only what 
other slates have done to their profit, glory and pride. 
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There she stands, idle, ready 
for the blou torch, ready for the 
scrap heap. Anyway you look at 
K a is sad throwing away a past 
that ran be re-creatcd to the 
sibilant sounds of a symphonic 
cash register. 
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(From The Charleston Gazette) 

Members of a legislative com¬ 
mittee took a preliminary step 
here Sunday toward possible 
purchase of a lofty little rail¬ 
road with its side attraction of 
an underground waterfall said 
to be higher than Niagara Falls. 

The railroad step was taken 
by four members of the Joint 
Committee on Government and 
Finance. They authorized Leg¬ 
islative Auditor C. H. Koontz 
to check with the Conservation 
Commission on the wisdom of 
purchasing the Mower Lumber 
Co. railroad at Cass, Pocahon¬ 
tas County. 

The commission would have 
charge of the railroad as a 
uniqife scenic attraction for 
tourists in the event of pur¬ 
chase by the state. 

Tentative offers totaling a 
maximum of $284,110 were 
quoted to the committee by 
Koontz. The sum represents the 
purchase price for 13 miles of 
railroad, an extensive land area, 
an old diamond stack locomo¬ 
tive and certain additional 
equipment, including flat cars. 

The offers were made by 
representatives of at least three 
principal owners who would be 
involved in the deal. They are 
MtUwot Steel Corp. Mower 
1 umber Co. and Ton Mower 
Lumber Cu. 
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Baum Writes Again about Cass Train 


a nr j group of pictures I took 
m n* wvp S»t»r4>t aboard the "Legislature 
• i fr* return there with the rest 

If !!* propoMl with the legislature 

Mb through <be wrote on Sunday. October 
Jt> tod a y you may be interested in getting 
■nr* sformaLon of Hus sort of thing to use 

i* ywof nennfuper promotion. 

If to my offer still stands of taking 

poo areo^S fbe two tourist railroads in Penn- 
ty.rxr * One. the East Broad Top, which 
ppgacd up this August, was in constant com- 
muL/i!. j%, and made many trips to the Tweet- 
:>r w North Carolina And the operator of the 
UfT delved into all the facets of the Tweetsie 
i.r i : t vurtir.g hi* own operation. And it is 
txmk n.) Liki Mr. Wilburn of the EBT 


that I found out my info on the Tweetsie. 

I was probably instrumental here 
several years ago in helping to get the idea 
started.<Vith subsequent trips with the maa 
from the Tweetsie to purchase equiph. 
from the EBT at cost, I think the idea fins', 
blossomed and then trips and discussions wi - 
the Tweetsie man finalized the decision o: 
Mr. Wilburn to convince the owners of t 
railroad, Kovalchick Salvage concern ne 
Pittsburgh, to follow through with the id". 
Mr. Wilburn was up until the line was officially 
abandoned (track was never torn up thorn: 
and vStill is the Operating Vice-President. ' — 
should go on a Sat. or Sun..and next week the 
first weekend in November) is the end for t.».e 
year. You can also compare the multitude ad¬ 
vantages the Cassoutfit has over the EBT and 
(Turn to Page 8) 







Let's Save the Railroad! 


RUSSELL BAUM MAKES PLEA 
FOR "EASTERN" PRESERVATION 


NOVEMBER U, 


Tfce railroaders call IhU 
lag- and the old coal-b n 
«re rla.m* tip Cheat. 


Old No. 4 grU shitted. This is up 
n the mountains six miles above 


From Page 1 

the Strasburg. There is not even a close com¬ 
parison on this score. Tne negative point, of 
course, is location. But I'd like Mr Wilburn 
to tell you about the amount or lack of I 
should say, local trade. It's mostly long dis¬ 
tance traffic. The EBT is located at Orbison- 
ia. Pa., and the Strasburg at Strasburg. If you 
fly I’d be willing to meet you at Harrisburg 
and if you drive, either in Sunbury or Orbis- 
uuia. 

I think one of the grea^ appeals in any 
newspaper drive is partly sentimental 1 talk¬ 
ed about it on our trip. I avoided it during 
the legislature talk on purpose. But to reiter¬ 
ate the appeal to me is this. Whereas we ve 
set aside Mountain tops, forests galore, 
streams and valleys, rocks and monuments 
as national and state parks - very little has 
been done to preserve the most cherished her¬ 
itage of all — our human heritage. 

And where is the preponderance of hu¬ 
man heritage? It’s in the East. The Pennsy- 
vania Grand Canyon tries to emulate the 
Grand Canyon of the Colorado. The Great 
Smokies and the Hills of West Virginia ^ry 
to be eastern pretenders to the Rockies. Bu 
no matter how hard we try the Monongahela 
National Forest will never compare with the 
forest of Sequoia National Park with its tow¬ 
ering 300 foot giants up to 40 feet in diam¬ 
eter. 

Want to Be Something Else 

There is no tree in the Allegheny for¬ 
est that would give 700.000 board feet of 
lumber. There is no canyon in the East jurt 
like Y osemite—Tallulah Gorge * ?«orgta 
comes closest. 3000 miles behind And l ^re 
ls no all around park like Yellowstone And 
there is no grandeur in the world quite like 
looking at Mount McKinley (called Mt. Denali 


the cost of salvage rail at about $1.50 to $2.00 
per foot. And the more «©f these places we 
add. the more attractive a travel package the 
East will be — or for that matter keeping a 
perpetual West bound tourist East (like me). 

Let's Preserve the East 
As an aside — if at this time 1 could 
land an attractive job in the West I’d do so. 

1 love to travel — and that is becoming the 
American pastime-and will continue to do so 
And with places like the proposed Cass layout 
I’ll have no need to be out West to be steeped 
in the beauty of America. I’ll be able to do it 
at home. And yes, we do have some of these 
things here, such as Williamsburg. Hopewell 
Furnace (an iron furnace Natl Park in Pa.) 
along with scores of military parks like Get- 
tysburg, which memorialize and perpetuate 
wounds of the past with hunks of stone strewn 
over the landscape. 

Let’s face it: We’ve come short of pre¬ 
serving the glory of our East At Cass we can 
combine the serene beauty of the East in to 
finest with the transportation mode-that made 
America — the Railroad. 

And showing steam in its finest hou [’ 
a symbol of a passing century of tradition, is 
a nostalgic item that will live in the hearts 
of men for time to come: the personal and 
romantic throbbing of a steam engine along 
with its plaintive wail! 

What American father will not fail to 
rationalize some reason to take his son for a 
[a* look and a return look for ^ ^ 
You talked on th€ Paui Buny.n 
lixing on the Cowboy.^ ^ no , col¬ 

and the Lumberjacks. We * ^ , And who 
orful? Who d ^ n t ,^ ”Trugged !um- 
doesn’t thrill to the thou** « • *~ rtson . 

ant tones — Tinmen 


These picture* were made by 
„r and Mrs. Wm. E- 
,,f Arlln*t»n. 

lover* who come, or did c "f’ lh( . 

West Virginia to 

altar of the great got Steam. 

Is No. 4 Shay at a Cheat 




__ “Tinmen ; How 
tVirmish an honest to goodness saw 







hu- 

, I,., , n ,!„. Kast. The Ponnsyt- 
m * n t'raml Canyon trlon lo cinulato the 
(Jrand Canyon of the Colorado. The Grcnl 
Smokie* and the Hills of West Virginia ry 
bo eastern pretenders lo the Rockies. But 
no matter how hard we try the MonongaheU. 
\atlonal Forest will never compare with the 
^t of Sequoia National Park with its low- 
ermg 300 foot giants up to 40 feet in diam¬ 
eter. 

Want to Bo Something Else 

There is no tree in the Allegheny for¬ 
est that would give 700.000 board feet of 
lumber. There is no canyon in the East quite 
like Yosemite—Tallulah Gorge in Georgia 
comes closest. 3000 miles behind. And there 

riet from base level and 20.300 feet from sea 
level. Watching it as I did, from Where I work¬ 
ed 150 air miles away at dusk was an awe 
inspiring sight I can never forget And with 
the help o£ two large photo murals I took, 
never shall. ‘ 

■ Can the East top that? Yes, K can. Not 
bv trying to match that which makes the 
West great, not by matching mountain peak 
for mountain peak; but by preserving that 
which made America great, by preserving 
that which the East in our history books is 
noted for—its human heritage. 

True we have beautiful forests and hills 
in the East with a certain unusual sylvan beau¬ 
ty to set them apart from those of the West but 
it’s not a dynamic beauty as with the Wes . 
And it’s not going to draw people from the 
Midwest East when it’s just about as easy 
for them to travel West. But Its a combina¬ 
tion of our pastoral beauty combined with the 
dynamism of our rich human heritage that 

will draw people to the East. Why d p P 

totidrr. children. WUI p K_ licten tO peo- 

now. Bui there go to Europe? Certainly not to listen v 

d»y whm won't. * k a language they can’t understand 

- W ” 1 - VU “" U ' scener/w/can surpass several1 

over in our own backyard. Nor for the p- 
portunity of spending the s ^°° r ““ n ' E „ rop e 
plane fare. It’s the human heritage 
—the museums colosseums, pyramids 1 
neonle there. One note-a local friend of mine 


nerving live glory of our Knot. At Cass we can 
combine the serene beauty of the East in Its 
finest with the transportation mode-that made 
America — the Railroad. 

And showing steam in its finest hour, 
a symbol of a passing century of tradition, is 
a nostalgic item that will live In the hearts 


n nostalgic Item that Will live in tne nearis These pictures were made, by 
a nostalgic I nersonal and Mr. and Mr*. Wm. E. Barrett. Jr. 

of men for time to come, the personal anu of ArUn|(Mm virgin!*, two tram 


of men lor um* to - 

romantic throbbing of a steam engine along 
with its plaintive wail! 

What American father will not fail to 
rationalize some reason to take his son for a 
last look and a return look for that matter? 

You talked on the trip about the West capita¬ 
lizing on the Cowboy. How about Paui Bunyan 
and the Lumberjacks? Were they not as col¬ 
orful’ Who doesn't use lumber? And who 
doesn’t thrill to the thought of a rugged lum¬ 
berjack deep in the woods calling out in reson¬ 
ant* tones L • Tlmberr'"’ How many people 

have gone through an honest to goodness saw 

ml Last year in Longview, Washington, 1 
went through the Weyerhauser Mill. There 
were 25 in our party. Tours were hourly every 
,day of the week. Absurd? No! In a large cen- 


lovers who come, or did come, < 
West Virginia to worship at the 
altar of the great god Steam. This 
is No. 4 Shay at a Cheat water 
stop. 


Thb mill was built in 1921. re- 
ciicrr-g oat that burned. Hillbilly 
that f **u o 1 Ci mill shoutdn t 
( e that down the years It will 
pay the state a pretty penny as a 
Kiirr.ir of the past. A logger’s 
museum could be garnered here. 


,day of the week. Absurd: in<k BT “ v ~“ Last empties come from the 

ter of population-no. Just a pure genuine in- Cheat woods . if. the last a-- - * 
ter oi p f , Inmhpr nB. And sixty year span. West 


And sixty year" span^'west Virginia 
terest in our human heritage ‘ . add 16« to its unemployed, 

remember, this is just to see a mill operate. 

There’s no ride involved. No scenery to see- 

It’s not next to anything else of inten 
There’s no timbering to watch. Its just 
look at a saw mill. 

We Have So Much . . • 

My father-in-law travels East and hauls 
me around on jaunts for guess what - just 
to see the remains of old iron 
there are crowds at the developed places bk 
H»P*w*U Why- Y.» *»<•» * MI 

we have added at Cass p t0 ^ forgotten 
a cave; and of course t* Nall0 nal Radio 

heritage of our future-^ Na„ ^ 

^ r e O r^ere b r7G0?d Mine in Them Thar 
Hills and U’s not u» ^ roe , or 

And you can contln , wan , 

any possible ^ !he feeling that 

nothing more out of __ • an d the 


Clyde «*««"» 

,),« hill*. This <» 
at West Virgin* 








a log loader, children, 
know nw. But there 
a dar when too won’t. 
* ftate of West Virginia, 
ion amen, have the wis- 
'eaerre this rich heritage. 



level Watching It a* I did. from Wlicro 1 work¬ 
ed I Ml air mile* away at duak w«* an awn 
inspiring light I ran never forget. And with 
ihc help two large photo mural* 1 took, 1 

never ahall 

Can the East top that? Yes, It can. Not 
hv trying to match that which makes the 
West great, not by matching mountain peak 
for mountain peak; but by preserving that 
which made America great, by preserving 
that which the East in our history books is 
noted for—its human heritage. 

True we have beautiful forests and hills 
in the East with a certain unusual sylvan beau¬ 
ty to set them apart from those of the West, but 
it's not a dynamic beauty as with the West’. 
And it’s not going to draw people from the 
Midwest East when it’s just about as easy 
for them to travel West. But it’s a combina¬ 
tion of our pastoral beauty combined with the 
dynamism of our rich human heritage that 
will draw people to the East. Why do people 
go to Europe? Certainly not to listen to peo¬ 
ple speak a language they can’t understand 
or to see scenery we can surpass several times 
over in our own backyard. Nor for the op¬ 
portunity bf spending the $500 round-trip air¬ 
plane fare. It’s the human heritage in Europe • 
—the museums colosseums, pyramids, that take 
people there. One note—a local friend of mine 
in the junk business advises me that the max¬ 
imum the line should be worth is $7500 a 
mile delivered in Pittsburgh if the rail is re¬ 
saleable and $5000 if of only scrap value. Also 
he says that to lay track new would cost—la¬ 
bor $10 per foot and $2,000 for switches plus 


went through the Weyerhamer Mill. Therc 
were 25 In our party. Tours were hourly every 
day of the week. Absurd? No! In a large cen¬ 
ter of population—no. Just a pure genuine in¬ 
terest in our human heritage—lumbering. And 
remember, this is just to see a mill operate. 

There’s no ride involved. No scenery to see. 

It’s not next to anything else of interest. 

There’s no timbering to watch. It’s just to 
look at a saw mill. 

We Have So Much .. . 

My father-in-law travels East and hauls 
me around on jaunts for guess what — just 
to see the remains of old iron furnaces. And 
there are crowds at the developed places like 
Hopewell. Why? You know why. And yet 
there’s nothing operating at these places. All 
there is are guides, pamphlets and restored 
and reconstructed remains. So, plus these 
three vitally interesting facets of our heritage fromthe 
we have added at Cass a perennial favorite— •' « of West Virginia’* giorioa* 

a cave; and of course the not to be forgotten p “ !l, ‘ 
heritage of our future—the National Radio 
Astronomy Observatory at Green Bank. Be¬ 
lieve me there’s a Gold Mine in Them Thar 
Hills and it’s not in California. 

And you can continue to ask me for 
any possible further help I may give. I want 
nothing more out of it than the feeling that 
I’ve done something for a good cause* and the 
self-satisfaction that that gives and the know¬ 
ledge that future generations and myself will 
have places to go in the East in quest for rich 
vacation spots. 

Russ Baum 



Thr old choo-cboo comes to-* bit 
of land on the Jerri between the 
two ruitch-backs on the side of 
Old Cheat. 


People, who are deeply interested in thfe fate of the Cass railroad have been 
asking me if it is maybe possible to have a mass meeting somewhere in 
in the state. Any suggestions along this line from readers? 
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wiTh the old diamond 
slack steam locomotive capai 
of laboring up the scenic co 

plus Cass Cavern, ai 
tourist attractions. 


The underground water! 
said to be about iOO feet hi 
is within the cavern near 
railroad. 


THEY BEEN WORKIN' ON DE RAILROAD 
If West Virginia buys the railroad at Cass, and thus fills its coffers with to “ rl * 
dollars these men who met on the inspection trip two weeks ago. They are: (si ingl e 
right) J. C. Cruickshank, Jim Comstock, and Harry Pauley. Standing: Don n P* 

Riffe, Carl Frasure, Dick Bowman, P. F. Long, Robert Jacobson, A. . ee ' ;-I lUP - 

C. H. Koontz, Don Mower, Ward M. Dawson, Sr., Mr. Yoke, T. G. Matney, an 

bach. _1- 


Cass Train Report 

(From Paae 1) 

er,” is interested in buying the 
railroad if the state decides a- 
gainst making the P ur< **f®; 
His reported offer is about 
$75,009. 


\ ONLY RAILROAD 

NOT merging I 

Bet-'-e:' s' 5 - s ot ' * 

l«oi,U*}ve } 

W iestir.g senator* and * 


EE**? rj \ 

■ . P«ndl«an Courav 

highest point in the state. 








NOVEMBER \7 t WfiQ 

Mountain to the top of lwi<t 
Knob tthtch hat a reported 
r Ovation of 4.B57 foot—) U *t 
\htrv fret le*% than Spruce 
Kn«b in Pendleton County, 
hjgtmf pom: in the state. 

Proponent* of the purchase 
•*> that the steep, old-style 
railroad with the old diamond 
stock Meam locomotive capable 
of laboring up the scenic coun« 
Uy'uiSc plus Cess Cavern, are 
surefire tourist attraction* 

The underground waterfall* 
u I to he about *J0 feet high, 

: siIIuq the casern near the 

r* mod 


THEY BEEN WORKIN' ON DE RAILROAD 
If W**l Virginia buys th« railroad .-»» Cass, and thus fills ifs coffers with tourist 
lollars thr*r men who met on the inspection trip two weeks ago. They are: (sitting left to 
0 M) J C. Cruickshank, Jim Comstock, and Harry Pauley. Standing: Don Crislip, Ted 
iffe Carl Erasure, Dick Bowman, P. F. Long, Robert Jacobson, A. L. Reed, Carl Griner, 
H Koonfr Don Mower, Ward M. Dawson, Sr., Mr. Yoke, T. G. Matney, and Herb chop- 


Cass Train Report 

(From Paae 1) 

er." is interested in buying the 1 
railroad if the state decides a- 
gainst making the purchase: 
His reported offer is about 
$75.00p. 

| Co-Chairman Hirrv R. Paul- 

ley (D - McDowell i point ’ '<vs‘ 

I that the Governnv"'t ar.l F 
I nance Committee licked n 
[quorum to take formrl action 
I Sunday. The total of four mem- I 
hers present was two short of | 
the quorum required for the 10- 
member committee to do busi- 
ness. 

Pauley said he was reason- 
ably certain, however, that the 
full committee would approve 
the decision to talk about the 
matter further with the Con¬ 
servation Commission. The 
other three members present 
were Sen. A. L. Reed (R-Pres- 
toni. Del. Herbert Schupbach 
.D-Wetzel) and Del. Ward M. 
Dawson (R-Morgan). 

Will Meet Nov. 13 

The committee sot Nov, 13 
for its next meeting: More posi¬ 
tive action 1 is expected at that 
time. 

A note of urgency was in¬ 
jected in the meeting by a let- 


ONLY RAILROAD t 

NOT MERGING 

Be*-—;;-. s''s>~s of two | 

l*>ei*l»»ive c’nvni'fees Sun- J 
‘ • jesting senators and 5 

ueleqafes discussed the j 
possibility of issuing pass- $ 
es on the scenic Mower * 
Lumber Co. railroad. » 

Houw Sp«»W«r Hurry R. \ 
Pauley (D - McDowcUl com- X 
merited: 

"Thi* Is the only rail- ^ 
road I knk»w of that ^ . 
doesn't want to m e r g e s \ 

, with another one." t * 

ter from Midwest Steel Corp.. 

, which has indicated that it 
wants to remove the railroad 
before the weather gets cold if 
no sale is made. 

Committee members decided 
they don’t have the authority 
to take a proposed $5,000 option 
on the steel and rolling stock 
of the railroad. 

Pauley said the powers of the 
committee could scarcely ex¬ 
tend beyond making a favorable 
recommendation to the next 
Legislature, which convenes in 
January.- Meanwhile, he said 
he thought the Conservation 
Commission should look at the 
matter ip relation to its total 
program and make a report to 
the committee at its earliest 
opportunity. 

A long- petition signed by 
West Virginia University stu¬ 
dents in support of the pro¬ 
posal was brought to the atten¬ 
tion of the committee. 

Sfory of th* R° at * 

Committee members tookan 
Inspection tour on ‘ h « 

Tho railroad J 1 ** 1 * . ‘j?* ! 

town of Caw and wind. 
txiathrrbark *«•* 1 h0 * t 
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tohr'j Speech 


C$ (hr anil enlerioa in deter 
nr.ng m hrttier no need more 
, aw n rT or not We shall talk 
atwnt the twproe—ttnl of ed 
, mtWMl qualitv. instead, or at 
T least in addition We shall try 
• „ week out »avs of identify 
_ , r .t and rewarding talent as 
i distinguished from mere time- 
L serving It's talent that we 
f want to get and don't want to 
f iow—let s put our money there 
. _»r ran always get warm bod- 
► ies to stand up in a classroom 
t and call the roll We shall vis- 
j it each others campuses and 
. -earn about each other’s prob- 
f Jems and strengths first hand 
| 1 get tired of hotels—but never 
; of campuses. We shall help each 
. other First we must sell, even 
. more than we have, the values 
of higher education to the peo¬ 
ple and their leaders—make 
, absolutely clear its indispensa- 
’ bility to the State, to the Na¬ 
tion and to youth in the second 
j half of the’ 20th century. We 
shall join in encouraging in- 
, creased corporate giving to 


The Latest Word on Cass £hoo Choo 


By Ivan N. Hunter of the Cass line but told the 

Just about everybody in West i committee that his department 
Virginia, and several other j would be glad to operate the 

states too, with a few' notable | scenic line if the legislature 

exceptions, has fallen in love followed the committee's ap- 

with the Cass Railroad. This j proval and “give us enough 

fact was brought out at the money to run it on". 

Legislative committee meeting Listing some of his object- 
held in Charleston Sunday, No- > lions to the project the Conser- 
vember 20. | ration Commissioner noted that 

A petition bearing the names the town of Cass was almost 
of 1500 Marshall College stu- inaccessable to concentrated l 
dents, along with numerous let- | tourist traffic. He also stated 


ters and wires, was read to the 
six man group before they unan¬ 
imously voted on co-chairman 
Harry Pauley's motion to recom¬ 
mend the purchase. 

The motion instructed Con¬ 
servation Director Warden M. 
Lane, to get in touch with the 
owmers of the railroad and roll- 


that the cost of acquiring and 
onerating the scenic shay line 
might prove prohibitive. 

Ted Rife, an employee of the 
radio-astronomy center 


be in business, at a fraction of 
the cost estimated by Director 
Lane. 

Even the amount of coal re¬ 
quired to climb Bald Knob fig¬ 
ured in the discussion. Warden 
Lane had earlier told the leg¬ 
islators that his department es¬ 
timated that it would, take ten 
tons of coal to make the steep 
ascent. 

Railfan Rife challenged thef 
tonnage figure and told the i’ 
members that it would only y 
take four tons to climb t h e 
mountain and “a half a ton to 
come down". 

We propose to hold a .pub- 


g to bring every 
graduate m Wesi 
organ town That' 


ges in this State— 
of the State— 
in draw on them 
dent* in our grad- 
'essional schools— 
all want better 
which to draw 


can get together 
v of each of our 

It would 


fact that their own education 
whether public or private, was 
heavily subsidized. Together we 
have avenues of approach to 
foundations, corporations, legis¬ 
latures. churches and individ¬ 
uals and groups of all kinds 
that we may not have sepa¬ 
rately or alone. 

We shall endeavor to explode 
the fallacies in the public mind 
such as that tax-assisted insti 
| lotions don’t need private sup 
port, that voluntary contribu 
tions to public institutions re 
duce contributions to other in 
stitutions, that private institu 
| lions can survive by just keep 
ing on raising tuition, that pri¬ 
vate institutions suffer unfair 


Green Bank, and an ardent I lie meeting somewhefe in the 
spokesman for advocates seek- .state, as suggested by the We3t 
ing to preserve the last steam j Virginia Hillbilly, to plan for 

___ mountain line in operation in i action to present our cause to 

ing stock and attempt to gel 1 the eastern United States, dis -1 the West Virginia Legislature- 

a reasonable price quoted for puted some of the-cost figures when it convenes in January", 

presentation to the full house quoted earlier in the hearing the astronomy center account- 

membership when they convene by Director Lane. ent announced at the meeting. 

;gher education and' in edu-1 in January for the 1961 ses- ' . Bluestnne Gorge and I “ Publ ‘ c noturo ° f the time and 

eating all our alumni to the sion. o™* £s have be'en in P lace be announced. Rife 

. During the Sunday meeting ; S m £ years and concluded._ 

Director Lane revealed some last another million". Rife EGAN WRO te HUMOROUSLY 
of the long range plans for ^ „ But lhe Cass Llne wiu Ep*HE CIVIL WAR 

tourist devdopment in West | be so(d for scrap unless some . ()f Uu , fcw humorous 

&££*£t£dSSVsS; if* artl °" ~°*' Rite »” toe 

cifically mentioned the Seneca Flying Dray a ■ 

Rocks area and the Bluestone Disputing the need of an ex- I written by Michael Egan ot 
Gorge as projects whose de-1 pensive lodge to house and feed Parkers burg in 1888. 
velopment should have higher tourists Rife explained that the PARENTS LIVED 

priority than the Cass scenic, state could purchase several TWAINS^ PAREMTS^iVBB 
Railroad. '' , ' 1 


old Pullman coaches and dining IN MASON COUNTY ' ^ 

Lane expressed only mild en- cars andjet^them^ffon a *d- 0 JeLveT^Mason ' County 


thusiasm for the development ing and the Cass F 


scholarships. We are about to 
set up a joint statistical service j 
and joint efforts in fund-rais¬ 
ing. We hope to work more 
closely together increasingly in 


Person to Person 


i competition from low fees m| close ‘y together increasingly in R. E. Mathews of Weston will at the iBiptot 1 !® ^ to , he 
tax assisted institutions. Ail or j l ^e highly important field of receive HiUbilly for the next area wh y Hillbilly 

sheer nonsense. Lei's ! adul1 education. a2 weeks with the Christmas |Mannauan ^ • - 
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who Will bo neccisary to tike car* gr*at mandate and he is serving 

*wr.c of vuitors. by the divine nght of kings But 

buy That somebody Is. first the he didn’t say do it, and it wasn’t 

and Governor of West Virginia. He done. One wonders why the gov- 

, the doesn’t like it because if he did ernor doesn’t like the railroad, 
argo he would have said to the legis- The Senate of West Virginia 
m ng lature, ’Buy that little railroad likes the railroad and put it m 
and let it be the first olive out the budget so it could be bought 
esn’l of the tourist jar. Buy it, boys. But the House didn’t like th< 

oved and let’s give the people back little raiiroad and they said, no 

rung a little something.” The Cover- they wouldn’t itemize it. Th 

ding nor has been made good father House and the Senate have t 



mmmm 


but It Still 
me body In 
e the little 


■Psere somebody who likes 
• r UttJc Caw railroad. This 
• mv Hut this pap- 
r in : any judge because this 
,p-cr ' one man s opinion. So 
be discounted. But 

ere a: 

tie railroad and that is just 
j' everybody in West Virgin- 
except the strong man on the 
idee! cf the state Why they 
r. : Lke it. nobody knows. One 
big men says it will take 
much money and he talked 
toilets on top of the hill 
d about other things. This 
per 'aid back to him. get the 
’road first and then talk a- 
iit those things. Be sensible, 
t the man got ruffled and the 
>er got ruffled and nobody 
anywhere. 

»ow this paper predicts that 
the thing is left up to the 
te, that the railroad will be 
i to those people in Marion, 
ginia. who would like to have 
o attract tourists. But that 
uldn l happen and this paper 
scrap till hell freezes over 


Thi* is ilv. story your trip uf M .t.-a 

ion or: Ih« Worlds ^ ^ H. V*'“ 

ond bu.it by SylveM-r Mmvb of «-• - uV ^v;- 

‘H or: •^■•.y. t ~ 

t.on, wuc-opened o»v Jo»y •> ■ , v ^jr m 

enntinuou-dy -unco ibot nme *: *.<■ P * 

the i world wor oud three «> i»«v to>v 

VfcolhW pcm.a«ng. -rom, -«# »""••»* 

Sialion I'tvefy time .he .:lock ^ vv. 

nine in th* morn in*;} wr.t.l s*x m the even 9 ' 

,o « P. M., D. S. U, When t.arfic s ^ - 

vserior* or,, run on the repolarly 
on<J ihi< «&«. »h., t,ai« <o get of «*«*«• " 
..O.lv June ond Me September row »« 

A M arid 2-.15 P. M. ; o>hecsav traffic d<mw»o<tv 





AA/LES FROM TOP TO BOTTOM / 


’ '•.a 






r►. ,• fv-i ^h'-ry »>f yowr trip up Mou,«'f Washing 

vf, Wort*!-. Fif.t "Coy Hallway. •riv.-riu.*d 
, Li i; Sy SylveM » Marwh of tink*»on. »4. H 
.♦w lotlwvay, <jh*n il«nv; kmo y«o»‘. of civt^tiu' 
^ (.'(Af'Vii on July 3. IU<JV ciikI 1io\ ojiAiotod 
f i •> <,-Jy \ir*u* tiivit tiiiiu *.**fi/pl foi ovMi yoor in 
*W • «ro«lfJ woi oih< Ihroo ill I In* loi< 


oliu ¥*lll letjvp fhc Jki*>' 
<k ifr.Ui thr liowf Itom 
•K in »»h* (V A. M 

n dftAKNHK QUID 

m) m<iul«>4 ififn 
1 u. jo! H III 

-*•’»*»*« I'tirflH tun uf II 
•n ill •»<«!&« ikflnhHK 






•J btnh by Syb 
ioilwny, 

II, WUr 0|Jl*nVi 

iliiiuou\ly tin' 

t f»f; I WOllfi V» 


n My* it will Mkr 
iw> «nd hr Ulk«*»| 
on Top of the hill 
IhH thing*. ThU 
rk to him. get the 
and then talk a- 
p B> msiblt 
ot ruffled and the 
ffled and nobody 


N’ow thu paper predicts that 
If the thing is left up to the 
slate, that the railroad will be 
•old to those people in Marion, 
V.rr.- i *ho would like to have 
to attract tourists. But that 
ouidr.: happen and this paper 
will scrap till hell freezes over 
m noli] the last spike is taken 
op and sold to the Old Domin¬ 
ion. which apparently has more 
fump’.ion and leadership than 
the New Dominion. 

If enough of you West Vir¬ 
ginian* jr-c- interested in buying 
Stock to make this thing possi- 
t:e now .s the time to say your 
piece Write this paper now as 
It Aha* extent you can or will 
fp Write to us until we get a 
good organization to take over 


eai+y Jom; 
A M <md 4 


West Virginia 


Let’s take what G 
\ us in good scenic 
uiJes and turn them t 
Watch for further w 

possible for 
j do something. But 
thinks the chances 
molecular. This P^er thm 
is a job lor the people, no 
neople who represent 


big to live, 
or ! has given 

eet- gotiabilities 
or. cash. V/stc 
tell ‘ from this paper, 
pan- j However, it is 
jrer state to 
;paper t 


from there, also watch for a big ( 
meeting in the Civic Center or 
somewhere soon. At this meet- ; 
ing we will have experts on | 
hand, we’ll have lawyers to U~ ( 
how to organize stock compan-1 
ies, and we’ll have a treasurei 


for commodities 






OF NEW ENGLAND 


they wouldn't itemize T’tS 
House and the Senate have to 
‘® g ™* or the budget can’t be sub¬ 
mitted and the legislature can’t 
adjourn until they get togeth¬ 
er So there was a kind of com¬ 
prise. 

" T '° r? P ut enough monev 

and if ;he Conservation Com- 
misston wants to buy it later, 
then they can buy it." That was 
nice on the surface, but it still 
means that there’s somebody in 
power who doesn’t like the little 
railroad and that the state will 
never buy it. Or so tftis paper 
thinks. 

There is somebody who likes 
the little Cass railroad. This 
paper, for instance But this pap¬ 
er isn’t any judge because this 
paper is one man’s opinion. So 
that can be discounted. But 
there are others who like the 
little railroad and that is just 
about everybody in West Virgin¬ 
ia except the strong man on the 
budget of the state. Why the} 
don’t like it. nobody knows. Om 
of the big men says it will taki 
too much money and he talkei 
about toilets on top of the hil 
and about other things. Thi 
paper said back to him, get th 
railroad first and then talk ; 
bout those things. Be sensibl 
But the man got ruffled and ti 
paper got ruffled and noboc 
got anywhere. 

Now this paper predicts th 
if the thing is left up to tl 
state, that the railroad will 
sold to those people in Marie 
Virginia, who would like to ha 
it to attract tourists. But th 
shouldn't happen and this pap 
will scrap till hell freezes ov 
or until the last spike is tak 
up and sold to the Old Dom 
ion, which apparently has mi 
gumption and leadership th 
the New Dominion. 

If enough of you West 1 
ginians are interested in buy 
stock to make this thing po 
ble, now is the time to say y 
piece Write this paper now 
tc what extent you can or 
go Write to us until we gt 
good organization to take < 


and let It be the first olive out I 
of the tourist jar. Buv it. boys, 
and let’s give the people back 
a little something." The Cover 
nor has been made good father 
of the West. Virginians by a 


•wrists. 

There's somebody that doesn't 
ant to put the unemployed 
;ople of Cass to work running 
uit little railroad, to building 
ic large tourist camps that 


3/z MILES TO THE 


Couldi 


Hillbilly's Salute to The Irish Is 




r 
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Complete Text 

M» panxm* today U to »ug- 
| f „ „ ^*fcNlity at lb* Mate of Writ 
\.r». a* parchirt rtf and operating a 
*r of ter Mower Lumbar Co. in 
/ C«i Hot Virginia as an operating 
ksvtuk of railroading and lumbering — 
tar* of the century style— for the bene¬ 
fit the people of the state and as a 
-J^r : jurist attraction. And further, to 
ttew that this tourist attraction would 
pty own way from its oun revenue. 

Railroads, and especially logging 
railroads, have for the past 15 years 
beer, my primary hobby. Through busi¬ 
ness the military service, and vacations, 
1 hi\e tarveied and seen most of the 
iateresting railroads in 49 of our 50 
,:/ M Canada, and Mexico from the 
Cookuili and Zocateas to the White Pass 
and Yukon in riding over the Mower 
railroad last October it occurred to me 
that few Railroad and none of the opera 
ting tourist railroads came close to 
matching the Mower in spectacular 
scenery Further the most scenic part of 
the !me is within 8 miles of Cass. 

It was because of this ride that 
the thought kept mulling over in my 
mind that this definitely would be the 
iine to preserve as an operating log¬ 
ging railroad to be promoted as a 
tourist attraction, ft would be a natural 
for the state to include it in its Park 
System This whole concept of a railroad 
park is not new In 1947 the Edarville 
it R. was born in Cape Cod District of 
Mass. with six mile of track around 
a Cranberry Bog. Today it is the most 
successful of the tourists operations. The 
passengers each year are in the hun¬ 
dreds of thousands. 

Another tourist railroad is the 
Tweetsie at Blowing Rock. N. C., near 
the Smf.kiim but In a remote section of 
/V r 1 warn told that last year they 


of Russeli Baum's Cass Railroad Plea 

is the Silvorton Line running from Dur- tenllal to serve as a tourist attraction. 


;::gc to Silverton. Colorado. They are 
booked up in advance for tickets and a 
ride over their 45 miles of track requires 
a four day wait on the average. Today 
Durange is a booming tourist center. 
Hotel rates shot from $2.50 eight years 
ago to $7.00 today for a single, and the 
u.iusuai part is that Durange is 450 miles 
from the nearest city of over 5,000 
population and has to compete with such 
attractions as the Grand Canyon. Rocky 
Mountain National Park, and Yellow¬ 
stone for the long distance tourists. 

Another is the East Broad Top in 
Penna. It started this August with a 
five mile trip through some pleasant 
farm land. It is presently bettering ex¬ 
pectations and Mr. Wilburn, the opera- 
itng Vice President, expects to add to 
the line next year. 

Although these other railroads are 
operating quite successfully, they have 
only one basic attraction, that is a rail¬ 
road with an operating antique steam 
engine hauling poeple for an average o? 
five miles over the track. The Mower 
Lumber Co. Railroad has far more to 
offer. 


The engines themselves ire very 
unique in the annals of Railroading. They 
are Shay geared steam engines complete 
with a real 1890 dimond stack. There 
are two switchbacks on the line. And t 
know of only two others left in the 
U. S. 

There is an added attraction of a 
mammoth cave only about 50 yards from 
the suggested termination of the line oa 
the hill. This cave has received innum¬ 
erable write-uos in certain magazines. 

A cave in itself would attract numerous 
tourists, and the combination would 
make a very strong tourist attraction. 

Then *at Greenbank, five mlies 
away is a large observatory that would 
help attract still more people. 

The Mower operation would re¬ 
quire the operation of only five ri)ile3 
of track and the purchase of six miies. 
This would take the line through Us 
finest scenery, and five miles is the ideal 
length for this sort of thing. 

Because the major investment is 
there, the cost would not be large and 
no more than scrap value for rail and 
engines. 


To start with, it would be the 
operation of a real railroad—most of the 
tourist lines are built for the occasion 
and for the historian type person, there¬ 
fore lack interest. 

The Mower does not merely go 
around in a circle or over an uninter- 
e- 'ing stretch of land. The other lines 
operating in the East can come nowhere 
near matching its scenery. You would 
have the added interest of lumbering- 
turn of the century style—and lumbering 
in itself has a great appeal to many peo¬ 
ple. Today in the United States the only 
railroad logging by the old method o' 
rail to togging point and skidder car 


To summarize—none of the other 
railroads serve any other purpose than 
to memorialize sleam railroads, and none 
have operating geared engines or in¬ 
teresting scenery. W'ith the Mower you 
have in addition the large interest i:t 
legging—-the chance to show old ticu 
logging railroading at its best—and x 
large undeveloped cave. 

However this is the last opportuni¬ 
ty to do somethuig about it Unless it 
is stopped, the salvage company warns 
the tracks ripped up by time u.r. .r 
sets in. Building a new railroad woj.J 


II* M*w*l 

*“* *r *^ 0-1 |— ft »• "Hr 

*•*"£, ^ <— «* *r*'* 

, _ , jjlmrfr re«w cle** •• 

i»* M#m< m 

ZZL'* rWMM* Ik* ftMftl *r«nc perl «f 

(%. i. ■_ m (ilk* I WlM ft r>u 

B «M "(*«•« ft thu Md* Ihftt 
|W ,. r ,j*. tfft aeulUhg over in my 
• v > •«. _:•! '•>'• 

to, t» ftT—rT ft* ftft operating log 
f -g mbtftd I* be promoted *» « 
1 wr 1 i f ft would be a natural 

tor mt atate to include it to its Park 
|tol Dm *toe concept of a railroad 
M rr» In IW? the Edarville 

R1 *w born « Cape Cod District of 
Ha** wiib Its mile of track around 
a Cro*berry Bog Today it is the most 
Mccomfol of the tourists operations. The 
pistengen each year are in the hun¬ 
dreds of thousands. 

Another lounst railroad is the 
Tweetue at Blowing Rock. N. C.. near 
▼ «3ri rt s remote section of 

•. «- / ... folrf that last year they 

$1*0 000 net protfl. This year they 
,rr atStiing 930.000 in superfluous addi- 
. h at the purchase of a railroad 
os-ooi otiv* from the White Pass and 
Ttafeoa in Alaska They have a five mile 
..rx.r a track. Another good example 


f*iw< land n K presently bettering >1 
PMiiiMBt Shd Ml Wilburn, the open 
ting Vice President. •aperta to add 10 
I be tin* nest year 

Although these other railroad. are 
operating null* mccesifully, they have 
arty one bade attraction, that is s rail- 
rued with an operating antique ateani 
engine hauling purple for an average of 
fivr mil** over the track. The Mower 
l.mtwr Co. Railroad has far more to 
offer. 

To atari with, it would be the 
operation of a real railroad—most of the 
tourist lines are built for the occasion 
and for the historian type person, there¬ 
fore lack interest 

The Mower does not merely go 
around in a circle or over an uninter- 
e in2 stretch of land. The other lines 
operating in the East can come nowhere 
near matching its scenery. You would 
have the added interest of lumbering- 
turn of the century style—and lumbering 
in itself has a great appeal to many peo¬ 
ple. Today in the United States the only 
railroad loaning by the old method of 
rail to logging point and skidder car 
and cable is the Mower Lumber Co. It 
travels the highest point East of the 
Mississippi River of any railroad. It 
has the best scenery East of the Rockies, 
and is the onty operational Railroad East 
ofNthe Sierras that would have the po- 


* * *1 u • l*(g» observatory that w<nT.d 
I »lp attract «itil more people 

Tha Kmir operation would re¬ 
quire tha operation of only five npri* 
of track and the pure hate of *u mile*. 

Thu would taka tha Un* through .•» 

(meat scenery and five mile* It the id»sl 
length for this sort of thing. 

Because the major Investment is 
there, the coat would not be large ar.4 
no more than scrap value for rail and 
engines. 

To summarize—none of the other 
railroads serve any other purpose than 
to memorialize steam railroads, and none 
have operating geared engines or in¬ 
teresting scenery. With the Mower you 
have in addition the large interest in 
legging—'the chance to show old Una 
logging railroading at its best—and a 
large undeveloped cave. 

However this is the last opportuni¬ 
ty to do something about it. Unless it 
is stopped, the salvage company warns 
the tracks ripped up by time win:or 
sets in. Building a new railroad would 
be prohibitive. 

The highways for enierir.g Cass 
from East. North, and South are vtr/ 
good making it readily accessihie. 

Trainfan Baum. • Pennsylvania 
businessman, made this sp««*h be or* 
me House of Delegate*. Ocl. ^ ^ J. 





Complete Text of Russeli Baum’s Cass Railroai 


My purpose here today is to sug- 

' gcst the ^"operating a 

Virj( ini«s purchaser Lumbar Co in 

Virginia as an operating 
I ZZeum ol railroading .nd to"*™*- 
turn of rt« century style—for >»« b 
fll of the people of the state and*> 

, major tourist attraction. And further, 

I shew that this louris. ettraetfon would 
pay its own way from its own revenue. 

Railroads, and expecially logging 
railroads, have for the past 15 years 
been my primary hobby. Through busi¬ 
ness, the military service, and vacations, 
i I have tarveled and seen most of the 
interesting railroads in 49 of our 50 
states. Canada, and Mexico from the 
Cookuila and Zocateas to the White Pass 
and Yukon. In riding over the Mower 
railroad last October it occurred to me 
that few Railroad and none of the opera 
ting tourist railroads came close to 
matching the Mower in spectacular 
scenery. Further the most scenic part of 
the line is within 6 miles of Cass. 

It was because of this ride that 
the thought kept mulling over in my 
mind that this definitely would be the 
line to preserve as an operating log- 


is the Silverton Line running from Dur- , 

ange to Silverton, Colorado. They are _T ** rv 

booked up in advance Tor tlekete and a umoueAnV" 

ride over their 45 miles of brack requires ai A! lhe 
a four day wait on the average. Today wilh * y Real 

Durange is a booming tourist center are tw/ILn 

Hotel rates shot from $2.50 eight years know of ‘ 
ago to $7.00 today for a single, and the u. S 
unusual part is that Durange is 450 miles 
from the nearest city of over 5.000 ma Thcre 
population and has to compete with such the m s m ° th C ’ 
attractions as the Grand Canyon. Rocky the 
Mountain National Park, and Yellow- erabl * \ vr i, 
stone for the long distance tourists. A cave ^ 
Another is the East Broad Top in tourists ° 
Penna. It started this August with a make j y 
five mile trip through some pleasant 
farm land. It is presently bettering ex- aw . 
pectations and Mr. Wilburn, the opera- 
itng Vice President, expects to add to 
the line next year. quire 

Although these other railroads are 0 f track 
operating quite successfully, they have -ptiis woi 
enly one basic attraction, that is a rail- finest set 
road with an operating antique steam i en gth f. 
engine hauling poeple for an average of 
five miles over the track. The Mower there tl 

Lumber Co. Railroad has far more to 
„„ no more 

0 er ‘ engines. 

To start with, it would be the „ 


grng railroad to be promoted as a 
tourist attraction. It would be a natural 
for the state to include it ib its Park 
System. This whole concept of a railroad 
park is not new In 1947 the Edarville 
R.R. was born in Cape Cod District of 
Mass with six mile of track around 
a Cranberry Bog. Today it is the most 
successful of the tourists operations. The 
passengers each year are in the hun¬ 
dreds of thousands. 

Another tourist railroad is the 
Tw*«t*U at Blowing Rock. N. C.. near 

rn? wnflire* Wt 1h a remote section of 
S C l was told that last year they 
made 1150.000 net proift. This year they 
*rr adding 900.000 In superfluous addi¬ 
tion! *.iirh m the purchase of a railroad 
;«-omotjve from the White Paa* and 
Yukon m Alaska They have a five mile 
cMtie of track Another good example 


operation of a real railroad—most of the 
tourist lines are built for the occasion 
and for the historian type person, there¬ 
fore lack interest. 

The Mower does not merely go 
around in a circle or over an ummer- 
e'tng stretch of land. The other lines 
operating in the East can come nowhere 
near matching its scenery. You would 
have the added interest of lumbering— 
turn of the century style— and lumbering 
in itself has a great appeal to many peo¬ 
ple. Todav in the United States the only 
railroad lodging by the oM method o- 

rail to logging point and skidder car 
and cable is the Mower Lumber Co. It 
travels the highest point East of the 
Mississippi River of any railroad It 
has the best scenery East of the Rockies, 
and is the only operational Railroad East 
of stho Sierras that would have the ?o- 
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of Russell Baum's Cass Railroad Plea 

lltc Silvorton Une running Prom Dur- tenllal to serve as a tourist attraction. 

<t - 10 Sllverton. Colorado. They are The engines themselves are very 

^ v-vhed up in advance for tlekeSs and a unique in the annals of Railroading. They 

nde over their 45 miles of track requires aie Shay geared steam engines complete 

M % four djty wait on the average. Today with a real 1890 dimond stack. There 

p trance •* * booming tourist center. are two switchbacks on the Une. And I 

Hotel rates shot from $2.50 eight years know of only two others left in the 
ago to S“ 00 today for a single, and the U. S. 

u.iusual pari Is t.iat Durange is 450 miles There is an added attraction of a 

pom the nearest city of over 5.000 mammoth cave only about 50 yards from, 

population and has to compete with such the suggested termination of the Une on. 

*;tr*euon$ as the Grand Canyon. Rocky the hill. This cave has received innum- 

Mountain National Park, and Yellow- erable write-ups, in certain magazines 
■tone for the long distance tourists. A cave in itself would attract numerous 

Another is the East Broad Top in tourists, and the combination would 

Vnna It started this August with a make a very strong tourist attraction, 

ne mile trip through some pleasant Then ‘at Greenbank, five miles 

*rm land. It is presently bettering ex- away j s a large observatory that would 

ectations and Mr. Wilburn, the opera- help attract still more people, 
rg Vic* President, expects to add to The Mower opei^tion would ra- 

ic line next year. quire the operation of only five njiles 

Although these other railroads are 0 f track and the purchase of six miles, 

wrrt.r.g quite successfully, they have This would take the line through its 

•:> one basic attraction, that is a rail- finest scenery, and five miles is the ideal 

*d with an operating antique steam length for this sort of thing, 

g r e hauling poeple for an average of Because the major investment is 

r mJo over the track. The Mower ther6i the cost wou id not be large and 

®b*r Co Railroad has far more to nQ more t h an scra p value for rail and 


fer. 

To start with, it would be the 
erat.on of a real railroad—most of the 
BM !<■*« are built for the occasion 
4 for the historian type person, there- 
rt Uck interest 

Tar Mower does not merely go 
ts a circle or over an umntcr- 

~~ gtxetch of land The other lines 


;-.i* m the East can come nowhere 
r»r «iuti.'4 1 U scenery. You would 
*•« tv* sdd*d interest of lumbering — 
Mrs ut it* erwtury VyU—and lumbering 

m mmU Sm * ***** appeal to many P«o- 
T »rl>~r w Um SUl*» llw only 


nil to logging point and Iwfcr 1 
Ml c*6U t» (he Mower Umber Co It 
<r»«*«a the htgh«* P<*u»t Ea*t of »he 
U^MPPi Rj»o-r of any railroad It 


has the be* atworry Ea4 of the Rockiet. 
a*4 a the eely oprrXutful lUilr wd East 
at 4Sc harrrai that would have the p** 


engines. 

To summarize—none of the other 
railroads serve any other purpose than 
to memorialize steam railroads, and none 


have operating geared engines or in¬ 
teresting scenery. With the Mower you 
have in addition the large interest i:i 
legging—the chance to show old time 
logging railroading at its best—and x 
large undeveloped cave. 


However this is the last opportuni¬ 
ty to do something about it Unless it 
U stopped, the salvage company w«an:s 


jrohibitive. 

The highways for entering Ca.s 
t F.ait North, and South are Sc.y 
t making it readily accessible. 

Trainf.n Baum. a Pennsylvania 
rmimin. mad* this sp**ch baton. 

Hows* o» Dalegatos. Oct. 4. ^ A 



To Buy or Not To Buy a Mountain Railroad 


the last of its kind. 

WHO HAVE FOND MEMORIES 


IND A SMOKE-BELCHING LOCOMOTIVE, 
dE RAILROAD AS BAIT FOR TOURISTS, ' 


IASS OF GOODWILL TAKE A 


*, -i: bin ■: an n. ,, , scriber whom I have heard , the Japs, made each man dig i 

r .« pn „ 1 ‘ •• ‘ 1 1 4,1 much about but had never his grave and get down on his 

f "• s P , ‘ rl ! > 4 E P^ 0 -. ,he a f' met ! knees at the edge of it, so that 

. ; ■ Minted place in Marlmton. is, mel ; . the big knife came down i 

- Mr Koont* himself who is, Strangely enough I learned , n " ould b | kic ked in after 

“ anding in front of the place,about Rev. Newell. Presbyter- . severed h ead It's like this 
. ' '' . “ J wondering why it isn’t |an pastor at Grcenbank. when, . steam loco . 

: l M>n tFll* me where Sena- , went to New York .hat time ridSn? It w£ 

’or Car! Gainer is in the motel tc check the Big Cty for its t?aek ami haul it to 

m I : ■ there and after a while poverty and depressed areas of ^ IJniiniri of the hill and 
Senator Arch Reed comes in people following the dressing- 1*® b0 “°”\ o £ is rion^ t too 
r -J-. assoc: and we all go to breakfast, the; down that the Saturday Eve- 'of ' h fJ b SO rl D d Unless ^f 
Mosmtam Rail place now being open and bust- ning Post gave West Virginia. ttlU 8° * or U "*5“* °* 

• was ap- hng A i one booth are Mr and One of the social workers there course - orders a 

emature crave Vrs Koontz and at another i told nte about Greenbank's stay ot execut,on * 

- lone in the Delegate J. C Cruikshanks. , Rev. Newell. And others had 

• m Speaker Pauley comes in. told me about him. how he is Train With Smoke 

" tv “* J done known as the Hotroddlng Cir- . . ., 

Ike and Taxes cult Rider in a Jaguar. He was u w f, P ass , a road . and the 

: ‘ 1 . there and so was his Jaguar, vvhistle toots a warning. A car 

i - imewhat Bill Sperry introduces me to And so were his wife and chi!- stops and dls g° r g es lts passen- 
’ - engineer ■< 'tranger. a fellow by the dren I have never met a more sers because a train with smoke 
•i a bit of name of Gambiil, who is a tax delightful family is southing to see. A little 

jvermg that lawyer, and who slops at Bill’s , , , , ?irl waves and I -remind my- 

edition to a place when passing through A " d there we J e ol ” e , rs ,hcro self to read some of good old 

-Ygatmn of thai part of West Virginia. 1,le s,at J, on - Tom Edgar, for Tom Wolfe and I promise.my- 

• mto the Tell him that story", savs i instance. Tom is running for seIf j wj n Upward we go and 
>r-< this ves- Bill and Gambiil haltingly tells ' Iouse of Delegates (Democrat) it Rets colder and f hear 
• a possbile what he had been telling Bill, "om Pocahontas. He is the, Cruickshanks say that .- Poor 
something about how President ““™ n l £ a ‘ P f ar Buck old Comstock is going to freeze 
Eisenhower evades taxes by L, h U^i ""i °" to death ” and 1 look about me 

rlinton renting his Gettysburg farm to Hillsboro (her birthplace) in an( i see *u a «. il. u avp 
r „ , ,, George Alien and Clint MurchiA "W Many Worlds”. Tom Edgar -f n telbgen ly anticipated th?s 

lay aTV'ss T °f None of il is Z "Tre . tW ° kind ofXther3are dre2 

r lear to mo, or even interesting, le g s ’ ln Europe. There’s a ed in fitUng _ arb Ad Di k 

Ko' f/ „uZ 8 bou| th h fe h? W f ts t0 taikin 8 time 2 ™ W f Weh 1 h 1 “ v ? n .'| Bowman haf evidenUy amicT 

-as was*5? is? m s, rr«“ 

'ir£'“wu.r»r4 KSI “iX cl 3S si as fas-* i“i 

li t One Involved a book and ,e 8 s off clean ab °ve the knees ^ d ’ g 0d ’ 

’ ;'. r '' '■ “ stofy, I think, worlliy of Yes - (here’s a story there be- Joh n Killoran comes up to I 

‘ ,ft e the prinLs. cause the officer completed his me and I say. “Fill me in, 

f",, ‘ ,'' vn At a dinner Fiseni, n u,», ™ i. Plans, gave some orders in con- "John” and John fUls me in 
,.of a poem that he nection wi,h them ' and called a a, 'd good. "This is one of the 
, in years hu Vouki eivtl f?™ driver and had hlmself loaded steep railroads ' Railroad grades 

, . ' —or maybe T into a jee P and taken «way to I are told in percentages. A rise 

»« d Flopped here and in Borgia for If anybody could I he i 11 85 * hos P i,al Tom Edgar!of one inch per hundred feet 


Her father-in-law, Tom's fa¬ 
ther, of course, owns the old 
Pearl Sydenstricker Buck home 
at Hillsboro. Pearl Buck comes 
often to visit the place and 
in this way has become some¬ 
thing of a member of the 
Edgar family and they love 
her. Or Mrs. Tom Edgar does. 
“She is the most gracious 
woman I ever knew", she told 
me. “She is kind and consider¬ 
ate, and devoid of all pretence. 
You would think she would 
have the right to ‘put on’ just 
a little, but she doesn’t. And 
she has no use for people 
who pretend to be something 
that they aren't". 


Character of Pearl Buck 
I had heard that Tom took 
offense at Pearl Buck's re¬ 
ferring to him as “half man" 

In her book. “Nothing to it at 

all. Tom knows what she meant. 
He knows what happened to 
him. He isn’t a baby As a 
matter of fact he is all man. 
He understands more than peo- 
| pie think and he bears no 
grudges. I think he is pretty 
great", 

I A nil T think elm il urettV 


V* dowly 

Vain and 

™*uty lot 






brought along 

'uko mu 


j suffice to soy the 
officer and he sat 
I in Germany (?) r 
I for an attack when 


flit and he atari* I ■ 
mt ihta fellow who! 
to the White House 


I had heard that Tom took 
offense at Pearl Bucks re- 
ifcrring to him as "half man” 

1 In her book. "Nothing to It at 


; which he gives 
h shrouds me Ilk 
bandage and I m 


and good. "This is one of the matter of fart he is all man. 
steep railroads. Railroad grades He understands more than pen- 
arc told in percentages. A rise pie think and he bears no 
of one inch per hundred feet grudges. 1 think he is pretty 
is one percent, for instance, great". 

Now most Main Line roads are And I think she is pretty 
from one and a half to two great too. 
percent. Some few roads, but We have chugged up grades 
not Main Liners, arc five or six an d through autumnal foliage 
percent. But never more. This that looks like polychromatic 
one is nine percent. Just think needle point work at times, and 
of that, nine percent”. colorful and downy gossamer 

I don’t notice the climb up- at others, depending upon how 
ward because it is gradual. I the s* 11 * shines or how . , 
do notice that the autumn shadows fall. We come to a 
splendor is to be seen on all farm where cattle and sheep 
sides and back behind us is a graze and 1 am told that there 
valley with a backdrop of hills, is a cave near here, a cave 
Now we come to a switch-back, with a subterranean waterfall 
and Russell Baum, who started higher than the mighty Nia- 
the whole thing, as you will gara. Will we see it? I ask 
remember if you have read the and am told that it will have 
past two papers, rushes up to to wait another time. We turn 
feU me something. ^V^lan^tad 


id called 
iclf loade 


in years, but would give a farm into a jeep and taken away to 
—or maybe a golf course — t| ie base hospital. Tom Edgar 
in Georgia (or if anybody could , s indeed a man. 
locate It. He said the poem was 

a wealthy man. but And 1 met Dave Bond, the 
wanted desperately to tv-man, and Larry Fellure 
k to the simple ways (spelling, ugh!) who is a Uni- 
'The President could versity of Virginia student and 
lines from the railfan. I met Robert Jacobson, 

" *■' '- who is running for Prosecuting 

Attorney, and who became a 

__ say a subscriber. And I met Dr. Carl 

dinner was Frazier of WVU. 

The train is ready to go into 
the mountains and give the 
legislators and all others who 
wish to take the trip a prevue 
_? Yr.l :' -’ J - : tourist 

can be taken, if it isn’t too 
crass to speak of taking tourists 
for a ride. There is a caboose, 
or personnel car for the weak, 
-~d an open-air, side-railinged 
; car for the sturdy. Wo all 
■j;go open-air for the first shank 

have'with'me of ,hc * >urney ’ „ 

• 1 From the very start the ride 
skyward. In a minute or so 
e are past the old Mower 
lill that has sawed its last log 




enough to turn the | 

~ yb L a ,lw 1 C 2*f‘ S quote but _ 

type of mtng "fat P° em - Th » Vs he k , new ' 

»n the bright and This fellow who was tying 

, ind oranges and 1 wake Eisenhower didr. 

the leaves, not to | «ord. Soon --- 

the undertones of over - he got-to a phone and 
.. and green of still started calling book stores in 
es. and created with- New York. He recited the 

.mage of bespangled quotation to each of them and ... 

- .lanring in an au- °f fered • ridiculous price to f what kind of ride 

dwg light*. What a ">e man who could find it I . 

wonderland this all nrst. One was found after a 

•ive in the autumn short time and the man Char¬ 
on tered a private plane to fly 

the book to Washington and r _ .• 

"-V of It parades and i within a short time after the jP™ 
down the couniour j dlnncr was a ble to say to the ‘"f 

11 and hills to the president, "Oh, by ” - . ,,K 

I below, where the just happen to have «»«.»* . 

1 cor ?° 50 c arly, and ] the book that has that poem 
- n clings for a few | jt that you wanted . . 
ious minutes before ! 

. fataI , "fume Last Train from Cass 

hough colorful and I ..._ ... r _ . 

1 the danse macabre There’s no sense in taking road skiader that h. — - 

the last fling before i all the cars, so we double up | yanked its last log from the and a 

4 Winter bolds all and it isn’t long until we are hills beyond, but that is nniso mi 
have become potetlc, at Cass. There is a crowd about doubt good because there was smokt 
’ jerks me back. I the old steam locomotive which no greater rape of the woods like d 
•n hard upon the is belching out smhke in then that committed by this head . 
I iwerie dangerously proper salutation. I sec fami-! Frankenstein of the forest I, hood, 

"mg young hull liar faces in the crowd and new I think to myself how that old . 

‘•rayed from a field ones loo. There is, first as at- mill could be kepi os a souvenir ml 
a fence and stands ways when a steam engine is .nf a now dead way of provonr. r.-rv . 
1 His head is thrust puffing. John Ktlloran, t h c 1 the world with lumber and iv at 
n-eequivenng, as his WSAZ-TV man; who has been how there could be a wo diueks in: t< 
ate in and out like going to bat for the train's museum assembled and kept backd 
giving me no glance preservation over his tv ,sia-« Uterd,-, more 
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hut real 
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To Buy or Not To Buy a 

CERTAIN WEST VIRGINIANS OF GOODWILL TAKE A RIDE BEHIND A SMOKE 
TO LOOK INTO THE FEASIBILITY OF THE STATE'S BUYING THE RAILROAC 


One barometer of aging I 
think !> a propensity to associate 
a contemporary act with a half 
rememhrrod tune or the half 
for.Mt*en words of an old song 
Las' Saturday there kept com 
ir.g :>) my mind s ear bits of an 
cd hymn that I used to listen 
to. but was never brave enough 
to participate in. about life 
feeing ’-k" a “mountain rail- 
ineer that was 
brave and admonished me and 
the rest of the congregation to 
• f he run successful from 

the cradle to the grave”. 

The “contemporary” associ- 
a\ >r.: was a real Mountain Rail¬ 
road one which I felt was ap¬ 
proaching a premature grave 
a« t*« •* rk being done in the 
■Mdfc of Cheat above Cass in 


but concentrating quite lecher-1 tion. And there a 
ously upon a herd of young | Bowman, whom 1 
heifers in a field, who exaspera- Frank Callendar 
tingly pay him no mind at all Bank observato 
bill graze on with the hard-to- Phillip Newell", 
get nonochalance of the gender, and 1 shake hai 


The first man I meet at 
Bill Sperry’s El Poco, the ap- 


I scriber whom 
much about 1 


>unty 


was done 
locomotive, 
crap I had 
somewhat 
if engineer 
a bit of 
ring that 
latum to a 


.pointed place'in Marlinton, is 1 met - 
Mr. Koontz himself who is | Strangely en 
1 standing in front of the place I about Rev. N< 
and wondering why it isn’t i ian pastor at ( 
open. He tells me where Sena- i went to Nev 
tor Carl Gainer is in the motel, to check the 
I go there and after a while poverty and d 
Senator Arch Reed comes in people follow 
and we all go to breakfast, the 1 down that tl 
place now being open and bust- ning Post ga 
ling. At one booth are Mr. and One of the sc 
Mrs Koontz and at another told nle ai 
;s Delegate J. C. Cruikshanks. Rev. Newell 
Speaker Pauley comes in. told me abo 

known as tl 
cuit Rider i) 
there and s 
Bill Sperry introduces me to And so wer 
a stranger, a fellow by the dren I hav' 
name of Gambill. who is a tax delightful i 
lawyer, and who stops at BilVs ^ n< j 
place when passing through 
that part of West Virginia 
Tell him that story', says 
(till and Gambill haltingly tells 
what he had been telling Bill, 
romethmg about how President 
Kttenhower evades taxes by 


Ike and Taxes 


TV* 4 

■MA ',<4 

asm t Vi 
JkttJU.u 


rg farm \o 
lint Murcht-N 
one of it U 
interesting. 


at the stat 
instance 
House of 
from Poc 

half mai 
describes 
Hillsboro 

My Many 
left bis ” 
legs, in 




"makf the run successful from 
the cradle* 10 the grave ”. 

The "contemporary” associ¬ 
ation U'.i> .1 real Mountain Rail- 
ro.ol one which I felt was ap¬ 
proaching a premature grave 
its work being done in the 
heal above ( 1 r . in 
Pocahontas < 'ounty was done 
and d. track and locomotive. 

being sold for scrap. I had 
fortunately. and somewhat 
miraculously, been the engineer 
that was brave In a bit of 
legislative maneuvering that 
brought the depredation to a 
standstill until a delegation of 
legislators could look into the 
matter of preserving this ves¬ 
tige of steam for a possbile 
tourist attraction. 


I go there and after a while poverty and r 
Senator Arch Reed comes in people follov 
land we all go to breakfast, the! down that t 
place now being open and bust-1 n ing Post g; 
ling. At one booth are Mr. and | One of the si 
Mrs. Koontz and at another 1 told, nte a 
is Delegate J, C. Cruikshanks. Rev. NeweV 
Speaker Pauley comes in. told me ab« 
' known as t 
' cuit Rider 


Meet In Marlinton 


The day of looking into the 
matter was Saturday at Cass 
and I was invited by Legislative 
Auditor Clarence H. Koontz to 
be at the point of assemble 
it Marluiton at nine o'clock. 
I left Richwood early so that I 
coaid drive slowly over Kenni- 
n mountain and absorb the 

h tins 

drive is famous There are 
drhjjwniore beautiful in the 
tppose. but I have 
ihem The day was 
ai to weather and 
A! 7 5 
’ocahont 


Ike and Taxes 

there and 

Bill Sperry introduces me to .\nd so we 
a stranger, a fellow by the dren. I ha^ 
name of Gambill, who is a tax delightful 
i lawyer, and who stops at Bill’s ° . , 
place when passing through 
that part of West Virginia. th ® f 
‘Tell him that story”, says “J siance - 
Bill and Gambill haltingly tells hi0Use ot 
what he had been telling Bill, 
something about how President 
Eisenhower evades taxes by 
renting his Gettysburg farm to 
George Allen and Clint Murchi-\| 
son or somebody. None of it is 
i clear to me, or even interesting, - . 

but the fellow gets to talking Sl ° ry 
about how big shots play up to ... . 

the President and he starts ~ . 
talking about this fellow who 
gets invited to the White House \ n “2 
and how he works the deals ** 

that keeps him on the invite 
list. One involved a book, and g 


from Po 
‘‘half m< 
describes 
Hillsboro 
“My Man 
left his 
legs, in 


is a story. I think, worthy of 


Yes, th« 


cause tt 


l 



■the prints. 

K plans, g 

At a dinner Eisenhower spoke nection 
of a poem that he hadn’t read driver s 
in years, but would give a farm in t 0 a j 
—or maybe a golf course — the bas 
in Georgia for if anybody could IS index 
locate it. He said the poem was 
about a boy on the farm, who 
bated it. and then grew up to 
become a wealthy man. but 
now he wanted desperately to 
get back to the simple ways 
again The President could versity 
<|uote but two lines from the railfan 
poem That'i all he knew. who is 
Thu fellow who was trying to Attorne 
h’ake K.tenhower didn’t say a subacrib 
word Soon the dinner was Frasier 
oter he got to a phone and The ti 
Parted calling book stores ui , ^ nuM 
Nr* Yurtr He recited the 
to each of them and 


And 

spellini 






Kennison and stopped ncrr anu 
fherr just to look at It all. 
Farly morning vapor was rising 
from tho prone theatre wings 
of the hills ami the sun was 
coming through strong enough, 
and early enough, to turn tho 
drw or maybe the crystals 
of the frost into a sequin 
spar.:led type of thing that 
sparkled on the bright and 
ftre> reds and oranges and 
yellow' of the leaves, not to 
speak of the undertones of 
brown ltmb> and green of still 
green leaves, I with¬ 

in me the image of bespangled 
gyp.** g.r:% dancing in an au- 
What a 

actuU'io! wonderland this all 
is ch * drive in the autumn 
ctrr Kenntson. 


locate it. He said the poem was | 
about a boy on the farm, who 
hated it, and then grew up to 
become a wealthy man. but 
now he wanted desperately to 
got back to the simple ways 
again. "The President could 
quote but two lines from the 
poem. That’s all he knew. 

This fellow who was trying to 
make Eisenhower didn’t say a 


Won. 

And 1 n 
tv-man, ai 
(spelling, i 
versity of 
railfan. I i 
who is rur 
Attorney, 
subscriber. 


word. Soon as the dinner was Frazier of 


over, he got. to a phone and 
started calling book stores in 
New York. He recited the 
quotation to each of them and 
offered a ridiculous price to '^what'k 
the man who could find it | 
first. One was found after a 


The trai 
! the mourn 
legislators 
wish to ta 


The beauty of it parades and 
«**•< !. n town the countour 
©f the hill and hills to the 

gr»«n below*, where the 

ffwt ha*r.*t come so early, and 

• here green dings for a few 
More precious minutes before 

, #BUlng tho fatal costume, 
•bdeh. although colorful and 
HT ft* *';!! the danse macabre 
of future tho U«t fling before 
•fid Winter holds all 

•ft flkfa.i 1 h»*e become potetic. 
lass nobly jtrici me back I 
ceooe Armn hard upon the 
*Ad tn+t.r dangerously 
•a ir*% 4 s iting « young bull 

* tarsi kw * from a field 

a fence and *tsnd» 

I«mI II * head la thrust 

iim«y> nqnn| »« hit 

dNM M and out like 

•Mg no no gUoc« 


can be ts 

i „ .. , , crass to sp 

short time and the man char- for a rid £ 

tered a private plane to fly or persom 
the book to Washington and an / an 
a short time after the 


and an o] 
log car fo 


within 

dinner was able to say to the 0 pen-al 
President, ‘‘Oh, by the way. I ® f th K e jol 
just happen to have with me J 

the book that has that poem in 
it that you wanted . . 


Last Train from Cass 


joi 

From th 
is sfcvwarc 
we are p 
mill that 1 
and we p 

There’s no sense in taking road ski. 
all the cars, so we double up vanked it 
and it isn’t long until we are hills beyc 
at Cass. There is a crowd about doubt goo< 
the old steam locomotive which no greatei 
a belching out smbke in »hen that 
proper salutation I see fami- Frankenst* 
tur face* in the crowd and new think to t 
ones too There Is, first a* *1* mill could 
ways when a steam engine i» of a now d 
puffing John Kilkvran. the the world 
Us\ZrV man. who ha* tw*n how there < 
gomg to bat far the tram » mu*eura » 
tu» u tb*ra»« a 






E BELCHING LOCOMOTIVE, THE LAST OF ITS KIND, 

) AS BAIT FOR TOURISTS, WHO HAVE FOND MEMORIES OF STEAM. 




Pk Wo see loads of steel along ferent shades of blue in each 
j»r.t p: !he track and I am jolted into receding peak. 

**»r r.rron !.**.»' thoughts of how this train 1 talk with Tom Edgar’s wife, 
v. .: Pr d its track will be like cer- a charming and devoted wife. I 
rtwf\ «ay* M.n of the natives of Guam ask her how he will negotiate 
iith j vuh whom the Japanese slew. They, the problems of the legislature 
i\< heard the Japs, made each man dig if he is elected. She tells me 
rc^rr his grave and get down on his that there have been many 
knees at the edge of it, so that problems but all have been 

. ... when the big knife came down solved and taken care of, and 

j. l he could be kicked in after this one will. Mrs. Edgar is a 

‘ hi* severed head. It’s like this learned and well-read woman 
0 for the kind old steam loco- and her knowledge of things 
m »uve we are riding. It will in general is rather tremen- 
• ; up its track and haul it to dous and her interest in pro- 

dr V- - . the bottom of the hill and moting tourism for West Vir- 

. r when the job is done it too ginia in general and her own 

/ . :[[ go for scrap. Unless, of Pocahontas in particular is al- 

• >urthe State orders a most a passion with her. And 

i * J > °* execution. Peral Buck is indeed a pas- 

sion. 

Train With Smok. Her father-in-law, Tom’s fa- 

r r ther, of course, owns the old 

II, v4} We pan a road and the p ear i Sydenstricker Buck home 

; 4 , y . • s 4 warning. A car a f Hillsboro. Pearl Buck comes 

t .V.\ * : » And Irtgorge* Its passen- 0 f ten t0 visit the place and 

± sr,:-* £tr * ******* a tram with smoke in ^is way has become some- 
. tom#:bmg to sec A little thing of a member of the 
/ - and I remind my- Edgar family and they love 

** t ‘ t+*A * tv* of good old hcr ’ or Mrs. Tom Edgar does 

? - Kt :'«• 4 rd I promise .my- she is the most gracious 
1 f I • 1 p*Afd we go and womin \ ever knew *, she told 

colder and t hear , nr “She is kind and consider- 
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,lr. and devoid of aU prolonc*. 
You would think she would 
hate the right to put on’ Just 

« little, but she doean t. And 
*b# ha* no uae for people 
who pretend to bo something 
theft they are® t « 

OwrMftf mi ***** 

| had koofd tkit Too* took 



































I <i„mc ««”*• , 

m Uner*. are five or six I, 
Bui never more. This i 
nine perron! Just think 
m nc percent . 

,, nolle* the climb up- 
.,n U .r It I* gr«du»l. I 
that the xutumn 
•;* to be *fen on »ll 
•d tack behind Ui 

* backdrop of hills 
ir cr>mc to a switch-bark 
iu*cU lUum. *ho ^artej 
sr> thins. »* you wtl 
abcT vou have read th< 
«c* papm* rushes up t< 
M pomethtng. 


< needle point work at times, and 
I colorful and downy gossamer 
I it others, depending upon how 
, the sun shines or how the 
1 shadows fall. We come to a 
farm where cattle and sheep 
u n I graze and I am told that there 
lS .. n l?, r4 a cave near here, a cave 
with a subterranean waterfall 
higher than the mighty Nia- 
eara ‘‘Will we sec it? I ask 
and am told that it will have 
\o wait another time We turn 
a bend on the level, make a 
rurvo on the slant, then head 
for higher ground. Another stop 

Erjsstr^ 

in . . tviprp were more 
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IL TAKE A RIDE BEHIND A SMOKE BELCHING LOCOMOTIVE, THE LAST 
E STATE S BUYING THE RAILROAD AS BAIT FOR TOURISTS, WHO HAVE I 


rat r£ q k ; ic locher- non And there arc others Dick 
$ v <*rd of young Bodmin, whom I know and Dr. 

c*AijH*ra Prank ('allendar of the Green 
KB ao mind at all Rank observatory "Meet Dr. 
n with :*>e hard to Phillip Newell". somebody says 
lance m the gender and I shake hands with a sub 
I mer u ' r w ^ om 1 have hi 

f* fVk-ji the ap> ™uch about but had never: 

*r . * Varleot.vt. is 

who is Strangely enough I learned 

fwt c*f t.*e place about Rev. Newell Presbyter- 

•ar<f •• isn't tan pastor at Greenbank. when 

is * serif s^-nj | went to New York that time 
m ftt la Urn motel to check the Big City for its 
mi After a while poverty and depressed areas of 
t fcwa choirs in people following the dressing- 
* «o NwIBrt* the down that the Satur 
Jtf •'?«* r Itwd ntnf Post gave West Virginia. 

*ad One of the social workers there 
*MI *« a* *h0f told rtfe about Greenback's 

*♦ i: • Nowell. And others had 

It < Maw n sold me about him how he is 


We see loads of steel 
the track and I am joltec 
the thoughts of how this 
and its track will be lik 
tain of the natives of 
whom the Japanese slew, 
the Japs, made each m; 
his grave and get down 
knees at the edge of it, i 
when the big knife came 
he could be kicked in 
his severed head. It’s lil 
for the kind old stean 
motive we are riding, 
pull up its track and ha 
the bottom of the h; 
when the job is done 
will go for scrap. Un 
course, the State 01 
stay of execution. 

Train With Smo 
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girl wawv and 1 fen 

ef* iff# atheri there (o read e>me of 

*t >a ToA K4<*f Turn Wolfe and 1 pro 
Tom f foe j | ml n l peard w< 
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■ (nit Rider in a Jaguar He was 
—<« T.»»* t|irrP and so was his Jaguar 

n) md.>re. me '« \nd so were hi* wlfa and «***'_ ; 
X- hr <h* dren I have never met a more 
gJJ Si. • us delight?ul family 
■ -.. nil! . 


.ni? who i' i’* *’ I*'"* ,\n«l there were others there 

Vo nassse.j through ,, |hr Pattern Tom Kdgar. for 
(1 „f West V.rgtni* mrt * n cc Tom t* running for 
In IM My * House of Delegate* (DemocraUl 

r^mhi • »*•«*«£’> ,rn * <rom Hoeahonta* He l* the 
*.*,•» r, g hill. , h# |j ma n" that I’earl Buck 

t atsrst hew I'm dent dwcr n* t In her chapter on 
'.it'-- «jr ||,|i s t>oro (her birthplacei in 
,1. G*«v*t»-?£ fa? 1 *-, to ,.y v X (, nv Worlds Tom ‘ r 
JIM and OKU MtifdiW,,,,' hl , : other half, his two 
,S. voa* of It to jug. in Europe There's a 
Ms (MM latilUlltll |gtory there, which I haven t : 
, » :<*.» to utking ume or room (or now Let it 

* ■:.£ p *y up to )u((|cc t0 jay that he was an 

iW •** he gwh oincer and he sat in a church 
lin (r.i« *w m Germany (?) making plans 
MAH the WW* Houle ., #n *, ic j( w hm a bomb came 
** ta *ht th» roof and took his 

JZmoli clean above the knees 

* *«’■»■ **»d VM , hcrc s 4 story there be 

V f M s* * .. ibe officer completed his 

k plana, gave some orders tn con- 

■■r CmmImmov spoke Inaction with them, and called a 
Ut|*l Sc !.jsc* t ! »»»d drisvr and had himself loaded 

a ■ _ >imsu I A 


h* Sr i.i !• 1 t**c 4 n%xf and h 3 HU mm***; 
in v . : * ?*m if)|0 i )**p and taken aw»y to 

k f <««*** — ||it b*te hospital Tom Wg^r 

r tn s m • to«$* <K'4W . indeed A nun 
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girl waves and I 
elf to read some 
Tom Wolfe and l 
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it gets colder 
Cruickshanks sa; 
old Comstock is i 
to death” and 1 
and see that all 
Intelligently ar 
kind of weather 
ed in fitting g; 
Bowman has e 
pated my dum! 
brought along a 
like thing whicl 
and which shro 
mummy's bandai 
had It so rood. 

John Kittoraf 
me and 1 say 
• John” and J< 
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Chickened Oui 


~ OCTOBER 29 

lo Buy Or Not To Buy a Railroad Pocahontas was lo hav. 

I This J1?Z SSSj^r moun-1 gods ^^and^have'a 

1 aboard*anri n ?h D,Ck bnngS 'f lrick to ° w,th mashed potatoes the following stindLy f 
aboard and the women squeal and gravy and coffee, which is 30) the groJo would , 


l »»nd» along (his 
will find enclosed a 

/7hL S h,° "k'" 9 in’.he winieT and’thc juTfo^l 'ST’SSS.'^X wh«he?V°nV 

T . 9 P *' i*? berries don't drop. Dick is tile purest of devotion and I give would be recommended 

p*r This man left life of the party now. all I’ve got. And my dinner chase by the state 

K many of tho old i move f rom place to place I companions aren’t slouches ei- The ride back to El 
on the train and I meet more ther at P uttin 8 the stuff away J al)0ut whal a doctor c 
people. Meet Walter Good, I would prescribe. Ah< 

t v > ted recently am told - Walter Good has run a To P of old Baldy in a field we saw t 

<• state. West \*ir- locomotive on this railroad for outside there Is talk of this takable white bobb 

«:ch h:s brother J 2 years. “I retired last year” and that until . the return o{ deer’s tail. Carl Gain 

give financial aid * ,e said- And I am told to meet those who went to Bald Knob. hls Cadillac and w 

rhe two men have Silverstein 1 L hac ! hea ™ I meet Mr. and Mrs. Ted Riffe, fascinated as this wi 

half million dol- of him He had bought the road , and w E Rlackhurst, author took the pasture t 
‘ Medical ^ of “Riders of the Flood”, the i st i c k strides, going 

,„ unB ^ a,rMabfe‘jEm*‘ b °°k about tliis very pla*e, and and round about, j 

of the Dorsett - oung arK1 agreeaDie looking. hls Wlfe j talk to the various!, , , _ . 

at Spear- legislators about the possible i had been 0 

Home at Ghost Town of Spruce purchase. Senator Reed thinks j § ood show for then 
•e fv- r. r, ett-C. a rk- Robert Jacobson points and I fj 5 good and Herb I He too, I think 
- Rapid City, a asks me if r see what j am to |Schupbach is carried away with purchase of that 


£ r ine wornen squeal and gravy and coffee, which is 30) the group would , 

for some to take home as it served in enormous tin cups. Charleston for a deci 


1 D * see was once' the town of j* alL Bowman, was sold, I it cou ld divert 
Spruce, a town with 1500 souls, before the trip was tion him 

who logged and made paper of Harry Pauley said _ 

J • r West Virginia Pulp, and he felt ^ s | ate 

• JCS who repaired the cars and own it right to the top of Bald * 


for West Virginia Pulp, 
who repaired the cars 


engines of Western Maryland. Knob. Bald Knob, by the way, 
In the winter of 18 the tern- is only a few feet under Spruce 


prraturc at Spruce was 45 be- Knobi highest ground in the \\ 
1 spruce now sU(e , don - t remember what 1 

What i then - Nothing. I am , 

told Nothing, but a buildine each one said - but 1 think i 
or two Another *host in the every member of the investi- 



gating group saw immense < 
h thr top t.f the hill possibilitcis for the railroad as j 
A roal car ami some I a tourist attraction. 5 

: 


Sanitan 


End of the Lino 


Ice Cre 


— to lUid Knob »htrh it cloved car 

— — Mn« down upon t-urn.n* .1 

' - *** *N-r*tf^U4 • <>(M o i « # rrrn accept Dr 

*"" ' *'**' "*• htM M 4 ten i>< bu< « Uon to r«u 

*“ k,% 1<MC» Ui) vrti* mm i« U '.mm tv c*t •• l*" 

tT I t«i« t*„ trip lo confab on 

*■*» «k> Unrtrt to IW fK., ctu 

" WdiM M <dfor»« • %#• S Sot 


k The trip back to Cass was 
u uneventful The legislators got 
if their head* together In the 
it t* to ted car with the cheerfully 
>n burning »tove. and decided lo 
n accept Dr Cal lender's U) vita' 
id Uon to come to the club room 
ii ot th«» uhtfrvitory for a Uttle 
io tonith ov«r randwiche# 




*rr«. Wild rns unnm ^ sfl , d Anrf , am told lo me d 
r tn g ivr financial aui ^ Silverffteln I had hoard 
nd The Iwn men hav- 


thosc whn went to Bald Knob. ms '-amnac and wi 
1 meet Mr. and Mrs. Ted Riffe. fascinated as thi w»i 
and W. E. Blackhurst, author I took the pasture »r 
of “Riders of the Flood", the sUc k strides going 

book about this very place, and and round abou * 

his wife. I talk to the various l. . . , y 

legislators about the possible , had b ® en loW lo 

purchase. Senator Reed thinks 'good show for therr 
the idea is good and Herb I He too, 1 think, 
Schupbach is carried away with 1 purchase of that 
it all. Bowman was sold, 1 it could divert a 
think, before the trip was ^ him 

thought of. Harry Pauley said uon Lrom 
he felt that the state should - 
own it right to the top of Bald i 
Knob. Bald Knob, by the way, \ 


—- - .... . . inf him. He had bought the road 
er a half million dol ^ scrap. I expected an old 
I hr Clarkson Medical mJ|n u , jth Rut he is 

■t Belle Fourche. the vount{ « m j agreeable looking, 
wing of the Dorsett | 

Hu- Aged at Spear- Ghost Town of Sprue® 

)Jd Peoples Home at 

y. the BennetU'lark- ( Robert Jacobson points and 
lal m Rapid City, a A sks me if I see. What I am to 
Fund to South Da $<»<* was once the town of 
,?ollege at Brookings. Spruce, a town with 1500 souls, 

Hills Teachers Col -1 w ho logged and made paper 
►arfish In apprecta- for West Virginia Pulp, and 
% interest in educa- w ho repaired the cars and 

mtous contributions. engines of Western Maryland. i 

Humanities degree ..j n t j ie winter of ’18 the tem- j is only a few feet under Spruce 
Tvd upon Herbert perjure at Spruce was 45 be-; Knob, highest ground in the 
fe» .ic-' at a low". 1 ask about Spruce now i state I don’t remember what | 

* ~ !r u ,'r urr^rbuiUSi^ « ■* ™ 1 

****** havc co " le or two. Another ghost in the 

counties We reach the top of the hill 
ife shared in the and stop A coal car and SOme 
n-v £ ^ Clark b ° x cars are near There 

- Jto- lhe sme11 ° f food from one ° f 

rredural lhe box cars - and 1 follow my 
cd facilities that nose Inside are pans of cbick ' 

for ketlles of bake beans ’ pans 
! sad en)oye<r for #f ^ ^ There i$ talk of 

going to Bald Knob, which is 

1 asd world wide near, and looking down upon - _ .. . . - - + _ 

Qarluoe has visit- the Pocahontas world of Green- accept Dr. Callendar s * 

wo. Europe the bank and beyond, but a colored lion to come to the club room 
SBi Make twice boy tells me it is time to eat .at the observatory f 
» calMMt Memory. 1 and I turn down this trip to , confab over sandwiche . 

Mr Oaritton pay my stricter devotion to the That club room is as snazzy 
of metrvones ru!m«*ry effort« of Mr Silver-' as a n get out. Ted Riffe made 
Lr ».:* sn hi* »frjn \ cooks. I sit down with a uule talk about how glad 

ft* : < *•. oi Tom Edgar and his wife, and — -■-~ ~T~ 

• he Arch Keed and Carl Gainer and betimes yearn to share the 

t* and Bob Jacobson and Rev. Newell, mountain man's blissful soli- 
Whoever the cook is. he knows tude, close to nature? 
how to Uke a dead chicken .,, 


every member of the investi¬ 
gating group saw immense 
possibiliteis for the railroad as 
a tourist attraction. 

End of the Line 

The trip back to Cass was 
uneventful. The legislators got 
their heads together in the 
closed car with the cheerfully 
burning stove, and decided to 

_. t-\ .. irurita. 
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OCTOBER 29, 1960 

Pocahontas was to have this 
delegation in its midst. Harry 
Pauley told how glad they were 
to be there and said that on 
the following Sunday (October 
30 t the group would meet in 
Charleston for a decision on 
whether or not the railroad 
would be recommended for pur¬ 
chase by the state. 

The nde back to El Poco was 
about what a doctor of tourism 
would prescribe Ahead of us 
in a field we saw the unmis¬ 
takable white bobbing of a 
deer s tail Carl Gainer stopped 
hit Cadillac and we watched 
fascinated as this wild creature 
took the pasture in his pogo- 
st*ck strides going in and out, 
and round about just as if he 
hod been told to ‘ put on a 
|pod show for them legislators . 
He too I think, favored the 
perch*** of that train, maybe 
- A *-rt a bit of alien* 
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Now in its seventh year, the Town Walk's popularity 
continues to grow This season's guide. Phil Bagdon. 
was Wten by the Cass history bug back in 1965 on 
hts second visit to the CSRR; his grasp of the 'true his¬ 
tory is insightful and entertaining The 1996 lour Is 
based on personal research, without reference to 
previous town wolk presentations. 


Cass: A Work-in-progress 



Above Mam Street 1974; walkways gone, tences going. 
Below: Back Rows In 1968 with boardwalks still Intact. 



When the mill closed in 1960, the town property - 
as well as the plant itself - fell Into the hands of an 
off-shoot organization. Don Mower Lumber Co., 
which continued to rent company houses until 
1977. It has taken years to reach the current level of 
renovation . . and certainly, much work still 
rema ins. The first five houses to be rented as cab¬ 
ins were opened in 1984. sidewalks and fences 
were rebuilt during 1986-87. 

All photos except front cover by Philip Bagdon 


References 

A large 1917 Cirkut photograph, found in the rear ol the 
Cass Country Store, is the best on-site visual refer¬ 
ence. Further study of Cass, and lumber mill towns in 
general, is available via the following publications (han¬ 
dled In stores adjacent to the depot): 

On Beyond Leatherbarfc The Cass Saga. 

Roy B. Clarkson, McClain Publishing Co.. 
Parsons; 2nd printing. 1994 
Cass: A Brief History And Guide To A Lumber 
Company Town: George Deike. Cass; 1989 
Tumult On The Mountains: Lumbering in West 
Virginia. 1770-1920 . Roy B Clarkson. McClain 
Publishing Co., Parsons; 9th printing, 1992 
Sawdust In Yours Eyes: W.E. Blackhurst (a novel). 
McClain Publishing Co.. Parsons; 5th pnntong. 1993 


Cass Town Walk 



The town in its prime (1920) the bustling hub of a 
massive pulpwood and lumbering operation 


In 1981. 96 structures here were placed on the 
National Register of Historical Ploces For 58 years, 
ending In 1960, Cass was a company town whose 
residents woke to o steam whistle The sound ol 
saws and fragrance of freshly-cut saw logs were 
almost ever-present aspects ol life to the town’s 
population (which during the peak yeors ol lum¬ 
bering, 1908-1920, wos almost 1,800) 

The Cass soga began in April 1899 when John G 
Luke, a principal of The West Virginia Pulp & Paper 
Co., bought 136 acres of bottom land from local 
farmer Jacob Gum Two years loter. this properly 
was conveyed to a start-up venture - The West 
Virginia Spruce Lumber Co. - for the site ol its mill, 
town and operating base Nine years hence. 
WVSLbrCo was absorbed by 'Pulp & Paper' In 
1942. the Charleston-bosed Mower Lumber Co. 
acquired the town as part of a lock, stock and bar¬ 
rel deal for the mill, rallrood and land holdings. 
Originally known as Leotherbark Ford, during the 
period just prior to the coming ot timbering there 
were three small farms localed where Cass and 
East Cass (first called Brooklyn! would arise The 
town's name wos given sometime during or before 
May 1900 in honor of a Pennsylvanian. Joseph K 
Coss who sold his paper mill to the Luke organi¬ 
zation in 1899 Cass (1868-19381 went on to serve 
for many years os vice-president of WVP&PCo 


Cass Scenic Railroad State Park 

Cass. West Virginia 






old lumber mill town built between 1901 and 1908 


Cass Scenic Railroad Park programs for a different kind of West Virginia state park 


Town Walk Highlight! 

1 Pocahontas Supply Company 
2. S.B. Nethkm Co Meal Market 
(now Post OK ice) 

3. Original company oHice building site 
4. Cass Hotel / Mountain Inn / Town Shop 
5. Front Row (no street until 1925-26) 

6. First church (now Community Center) 

7. Masonic Building 
8. Latter-era company garage 

9. City Council Chamber & Mayor s Office 
(top door); overnight lockup (basement) 

10. Lower Alley (missing many structures) 

11. The Pen ('milking cow jaiT) 

12. Company garage site 

13. 'Uptown Cass' - Luke Street to south 
end ol Company Property (just right of #15 

on map); 'labor force' family residences 

14. Site of first schoolhouse (1901-1908) 

15. Odd Fellow’s Lodge Hall and '5410' 
Kanes Grocery Store / now storage 

16. Emory Street; Named for Emory P. 
Shaffer, the Big Boss 1900-1933 
17. Methodist Episcopal South Church (1927) 
18. Spruce Street - 'The 'Back Rows’ 

19. Site of second schoolhouse (1908-1915) 

20. General Manager's residence, 1933-1960 

21. Ascent of Big Bug Hill 
22. Dr. Uriah Hannah’s office, 1913-1943 
23. Doctor's home, 1902-1943 
24. Pocahontas Hospital / first E.P. Shatter 
residence / Boarding House 
25. Luke House / second E.P. Shaffer 
residence / 'Clubhouse' (1933-1960) 

26. Horse barn stone foundation 
27. 'Aerial walkway' inexact replica 

28. Site of S.B. Nethkin 4 Co. ice plant 

29. Company hay and grain barn (1919) 
30. Company Store retail coal bins 

31. Retail coal scale shed_ 


Note Landmark numbers 
correspond to the order ot 
the Town Walk presentation. 


CSRITs parking lot wos 
formerly-for 58 years - 
the lumber yard (docks) 
for the Cass mill; three 
siding tracks ran from 
the C&O mainline into 
this vast air-drying and 
loading facility, where 
boards were slacked 
up to 45 feet high. 


Greenbrier River 


The Big Store' plus specialty shops, 
‘Museum Row' and more . .. 

A Former Company Store Complex 
Cass County Store (State Park Gift Shop), 
"'he Last Run Restaurant. Pocahontas County 
Tounsm Commission Into Stand, Cass Wildlife 
Museum, Cass Historical Museum 
B. Cass Showcase 
C. Country Cratt Junction 
D. Lefty's Barber Shop 
E. Something Special, Ltd. 

F Bear Essentials Tea & Spice Shoppe 
G Westvaco Forestry House Exhibit 
H. Shay Inn Bed 4 Breakfast 


State Park Lodging 

There are currently 13 houses - 12 in Uptown and one in the old 
company’s management section - rented as park cottages tor 
overnight and extended stays. (Numbered boxes) 

Unrestored Dwellings 

Slated for eventual renovation are 20 company houses; these are 
scattered about town and were in the worst shape when the State 
commenced renovation of the town. Rotted porches have been 
removed and roofs stabilized. (Clear boxes) 

Private Residences, Misc. 

There are 11 houses occupied by state park employees and a few 
old-time residents. (Dark-shaded boxes) Additionally, there is a 
house used by Park Housekeeping, one that accommodates vol¬ 
unteers of Mountain State Railroading 4 Logging Association, and 
one privately-owned. (Light-shaded boxes) 


I East Cass logger's entertainment zone' 
(a.k.a. Brooklyn. Hell's Acre) 

II. 'Big School House’ (built 1915-16) 

III. Slab Town company section - dwellings tor 
subsidiary's extract plant. 1914-1925 
IV. Bohunk Hill - once an enclave of Italian, 
Hungarian and Russian families; ol about 
17 privately-owned houses, one survives 
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Wot I corrugated sheet melol from ForT Meade, 
Wknytond used lex the 1920 mill boiler house as well os 
the hoy/grom storoge tocMty (today's Coss Showcase) 


; and regulations are the only sources ot resirfcti 
tor facility use or program parlkipctlon 
The West Virginia Division ot Noturol Resources 
Is an equol opportunity employer 





The lira shop, boil in 1901. wos single-track and capa 
tie of servicing two locomotives simultaneously It wos 
repfoced in eoriy 1923 by o significantly larger grouping 
of connected structores To CSRR-era railfons, overhead 
beit-dnven machinery ond four decodes of clutter made 
Shop No 2 akin to a beloved old friend 
The motor factor in replacing the 1901 shop was West 
•Vgma Puip & Paper Co's ordering of No. 12. a monster 
Class C Shcy 1154 tons as built by lima locomotive 
/forks! Apparently clearance prohibited access; it wos 
too b«j to tt nside 

The 1922 blaze which leveled the band saw and planing 
mfc significantly delayed completion of the new shop 
and toundry/pattem house complex. By the time work 
hod resumed, the fast of numerous lower skidders hod 
been ocqurred. thus, os completed, the north bay's 
itoper end sported a pair of 25-loot doors to accommo¬ 
date these steam-powered high-lead logging devices 
The '50 year shop' was buil of the same surplus World 
/far i corrugated sheet metal from Fort Meade 
Maryland used for the 1920 mill boiler house as well os 
*te hoy/gram storage facility Itodoy's Cass Showcosel 
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Ruins of the big Cass Mill 



This 1971 view shows the south and ol the huge mill 
complex with C80 tracks in left toreground. The floor¬ 
ing storage building's surviving brick fire wall is visible 
on the right side of the structure closest to the tracks. 
First ot the complex to go was the end of the planing 
mill (at right), which collapsed in 1974. 



Both pholos by Philip Bagdon 


Shown above is the ‘short side' ol the double bandsaw 
mill as it appeared 24 years ago. The carriage ran 
back and forth on its 'shotgun teed' (left foreground) 
with the band saw itself formerly situated in middle 
frame. Fire leveled the bandsaw mill in 1982; tour 
years earlier the planing mill and flooring storage build¬ 
ings went up in smoke. 

Phil Bagdon, CSRR State Park’s Seasonal Historian 
and 32-year veteran of the Cass Experience, had big 
fun while exploring and photographing the mill com¬ 
plex between 1974 and 1976. Looking back somewhat 
in horror, he is thankful not have 'bought the farm' by 
falling through a soft, rotted lloor. 

Statement of Policy Regarding The Equal Opportunity 
To Use Facilities and Participate In Programs 
It Is the policy ol the West Virginia Division of Natural 
Resources to provide Its facilities, accommodations 
services and programs to alt persons without regard lo 
sex, race, color, oge. religion, national origin, or disability 
Proper licenses, registration ond compliance wllh official 
rules ond regulations are the only sources ot restrictions 
lor facility use or program partldpatton 
the West Virginia Division at Natural Resources 
is an equal opportunity employe'' 


Cass Shop & More 

Top Of The Morning Tour 
Behind-the-scenes Shop Tour P.Nl 

Locomotive repair and maintenance require¬ 
ments ol a steam railroad coll for not only a 
well-equipped facility but also an experienced 
shop staff The Cass Scenic Railroad is blessed 
with both. Throughout the year there is activity 
here: during the 'off season.' road crew per¬ 
sonnel - conductors, engineers and firemen - 
join the regular shop employees to comprise a 
14-man work force. 

With former Western Maryland No 6 (the Iasi 
Shay built and second largest out-shopped by 
lima locomotive Works), finally oul after over 
30 months of heavy repair, work has just start¬ 
ed on a replacement flue sheet for the oldest 
Cass Shay, No 5 (built in 1905) Upcoming pro¬ 
jects include a new boiler for Heisler No 6. and 
'from ground up' renovation of Climax No 9 
Today's shop was placed into service during 
1976, four years after fire destroyed the 1923 
complex. The adjacent car shop wos erected 
in 1973 to meet the Interim repair needs. 
There's more to the Top Of The Morning Tour 
and Behind-the-scenes Shop Tour. P M than 
just an interpretation of the shop; the saga of 
locomotive repair is part of a walking tour 
which includes a look at the mill ruins and on 
array of motive power on the yard's deod line 
Please refer fo This Week At Cass - available 
in brochure form at fhe depot ticket office - for 
the park's schedule All supplementary pro¬ 
grams are offered free of charge 


Cass Scenic Railroad Slate Park 

Cass, West Virginia 
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Camp Shanty Display 


Aerial Loa Skiddina Coss Whae H&torv Comes 

M 

Cass Scen»c Railroad Park programs for a different kind of West Virginia state park 


A grond h«rl»ag« In a modern wrapper: The Cass Shops 


a procScad NK* *xj ora asked lo watch your step and keep tabs on all small children) 




JO-lor onwheod crane 


Mochinng Bay 
an) lathe v wheel lathi 
pnun shaper. threading machine, 
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Shay No. 5 

|| Shop Track No. 2 


What's 

in 

the 

Shop 
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Active Power 

**wy Ho. 2 tfn 3320.1928) Pacific Coast Model - 96 tons’; 
*upa m » M « d, (he only PC built as a wood-burner; logic influ¬ 
enced m eonvarwon to oil before operation in British 
Coksrtae ae Mayo Lbr Co. No. 4; then Lake Logging Co.. 
Lift No 5. Western Forest Industries No. 5. and Railway 
toptances Research (Vancouver Wharfs Ltd.) No.114; came 
to Ceaa m 1970 and made its debut during Railfan Weekend 
•72; gratae converted for coal burning in 1985. 

®**ey Ho. 4 !c/n 3189,1922). 70-tons’; originally Birch Valley 
Lumber Co.. Tioga (Nicholas County). No. 5; involved in a 
rMsey wrack whch scalded four men to death in 1941; 
rate*, then acquired two years later by Mower Lumber Co.; 
l! wee not only the last logging Shay here, but also the first 
road enjjne ol the Cass Scenic R.R.; in 1993 a thorough 
ehcsipmg was completed; with the reopening of track to Bald 
•Owto. No 4 will likely serve as the pusher (helper) engine. 
Shay No. 6 (c/n 3364. 1945). Lima class 150-3, superheat¬ 
ed, the lest and second largest Shay built; plans ot 'Cass No. 
t? - in He original. 154-ton’ 3-truck form - were used as 
the Western Maryland's 


Chaffee Branch for only a few years; displayed in Baltimore 
at the B&O Railroad Museum for over 25 years before com¬ 
ing here in 1980 (in a long-term trade for Shay No.1 and 
Porter 0-4-0T No. 714); in 1981, operated for the first time in 
28 years; used sparingly until service on the Cass-Duibin 
Run (1984-85); extensive shopping removed it from the ros¬ 
ter for two full operating seasons; reassembled, Big 6 spent 
part of August on the upper shop track for final painting, then 
returned to the main repair facility for lettering, and thus fired 
up fortesting, then put back into service; it will run this fall, at 
least periodically, on the Cass-to-Whittaker turnarounds. 

Shopped Power 

Shay No. 5 (c/n 1503,1905). 80 tons’; came to Cass new 
for the Greenbrier & Elk River, West Virginia Spruce Lumber 
Co.'s railroad out of Cass - the oldest and longest operating 
Shay here; its cylinders were cracked in 1958 while serving 
the mill's dry kiln plant as a steam source, thus was inopera¬ 
ble when the State acquired the railroad In 1962; after repair, 
It was put into service three years later No. 5 is out of ser¬ 
vice this year for a flue sheet replacement; it will be back in 
service for the May Railfan Weekend. 


* Factory designation. Engine weighed more in operating condition (coal, water, toots, etc.). 
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The Deadline 

Today* dead tin* track cam* keo axttanc* in 
1973 with extension ol tha coaling idm Th* 
upper and ol tha oritfnai yard track (now U i*d 
lor parking axcuraion train*) wit Mow* 
Lumbar’* daad Una - whara No. 12 (tha largest 
Shay avar to oparata upon conversion wifi 
addad truck and lander langto). an) No. 13 tax- 
C&O 150-lon tour-trucker) sat for about 15 year* 
prior to scrapping. 

In order from the lower end ol the siding ere: 
Hauler No. S (c/n 1591.1929). 90 ton*’, on* of 
the largest units out-shopped by Haislar o» Erie. 
Pa.; originally served Boetonia Coal and Ctay 
Products ot New Bethlehem, Pa., than spent 
over 26 years in Greenbrier County as Meadow 
River Lumbar No. 6; came here on Its own 
power In 1966 and went into service during Bek) 
Knob Inaugural Weekend (May 1968); out-ot- 
service since June 1995; needs a new boiler. 
Shay No. 36. (c/n 2804,1916). 70 tons’; built 
an Alabama logging enterprise; spent about two 
decades in West Virginia - first with Ralaigh 
Lumber Co. (Glen Morgan), then W.M. Ritter 
Lumber Co. (Oxley and Maben); in 1942. moved 
by Ritter to New River, Tennessee where it later 
hauled coal as Brimstone R.R. No. 36; came 
here nine years ago; because ol size and age, 
likely to remain on the deed One for some time. 
Climax No. 9 (s/n 1551.1919). 70 tons’; bu«t by 
Climax Locomotive Works, Cony, Pa., for the 
Moore-Keppel Co. (Randolph County) and las' 
used to pull coal on the Middle Folk R.R.. 
arrived here (1970) In ragged shape; a new boil¬ 
er found In Canada combines with the shop 
force's long-running Interest in tackling this pro¬ 
ject to make the future brighter than might be 
expected from Its derelict appearance; If every¬ 
thing goes well, It may be on the road In 1998. 
Shay No. 7 (c/n 3131,1920). 70 Ion*’; first used 
by Rains Lumber Co. at Cloverilck (Pocahontas 
County); in 1930, moved to be Ralne family e 
Greenbrier County job - Meadow River Lumber 
Co.; came here on lie own power In 1964 end 
entered service the next year; because of a boil¬ 
er problem, hasn't run since 1970. 

Baldwin Rod Loco No. 612 (c/n69858, 1943). 
Built for the U.S.Army Transports^ CorparK) 
operated at Fort Eustis. Va. as the Johnny D. 
Burrues' until 1971; this 2-8-0 C^^'daHon has 
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Dinner at a 'portable' Mower Lumber Company camp 
Despite losing operation on the upper half of the Cass Hill 
to January's flood, a memorable ride awaits you on the 
CSRR - to Whittaker Station, site of the new Whittaker 
Comp No 1 display. Rail equipment and structures repre¬ 
senting various focets of West Virginia togging can now be 
inspected during the 20-minule stop. An interpretive tour 
is offered of camp cars and shanties, diesel loader, four- 
wheel log train caboose and portable high-spar steam 
skidder. Whittaker Camp No. 1 is an on-going project 
which has involved thousands of volunteer hours by the 
members of Mountain State Railroad & Logging Historical 
Association, a non-profit organization based in Cass. 


•»:» ' -i ~>e Cass Town Walk’s pop- 

jtarr r ■■jrzm "h -s season s guide, Philip 

mm &»?•*• 5y me Cass history bug back in 
''x m second v»r to the CSRR and has been 
3-y -or- rearey ever since, his grasp 
at m# v* tmevy « both insightful and entertain- 
nj "he vxr % based or personal research, with¬ 
out ••'•'ente to prr/mus town walk presentations. 


Diesel log loader at 
woik near Anjean, 
Greenbrier County, 
in 1955 (or the 
Meadow River 
Lumber Co. 

Photo by Bernard Kern 
Courtesy Eric Mundy, 
trom the MSRLHA 
1093 Calendar 


Wo i mw i u' PtAKTf Regarding the Equal Opportunity 
Te llee Peciirsaa end Participate In Programs 

r n irjrr, rj /e--j rrgno Division of Nolurol 
kevxra t to prows* it brants occommodcllons. services 
9K programs to * pervy* without regard to sex. race, 
"*» og» ’rtrjrr n&rjn* oncfn, or drsab*ty Proper 
tnanan ragnaonr ond compSonce with ottlclol rules 
one regdsMans are the o rtf sources at restrictions tor 
use or program participation 
Th« mil vegrac DMw at Natural Resources Is an 
equal opportune ^emptcr/cf 


Free Supplementary Programs 
Cass Scenic Railroad State Park 

September 23-29,1996 










Cass Scenic Railroad . Park programs for a different kind of West Virginia state park 


O0t behind th« »c»rra with ifom _ Explore an old lumber mill town 



Cass Town Wa I k C”” 

11:15 - Saturday i* 

1:15’- Fri, Sun • 2:15’ - Sun 

Meet on the Cass Country 
Store steps fora 45-minute. 
hall-mile swing through the /H 

Cass was the headquarters 
and focus of one of the largest 

state. Learn about this isolat¬ 
ed industrial town's history, view its prominent struc¬ 
tures, and hear about what life was like here 80+ 
years ago during the boom period. 

* These lours coincide with the Cass Showcase pro¬ 
gram's conclusion and are thus subject to a 5-10 
minute delay whenever a train returns late; kindly 
wait for your guide on the Cass Country Store porch. 

Log Trains, Woodhlcks & More 

6:50 - Saturday (Dinner Train at Whittaker Station) 
On regular runs, there's a lot to be said about the log¬ 
gers' lifestyle and timbering practices that can't be 
squeezed into the short presentation at the new rail¬ 
logging display at Whittaker Station. To close out the 
Dinner Train season - and celebrate the rousing suc¬ 
cess of Whittaker Camp No.l (see back panel) - Philip 
Bagdon presents an overview of logging railroads. 
Ihen turns the program over to Keith Norman for a 
leisurely, full-length interpretive walk. Before boarding 
the train, there will be a question and answer period. 


Top Of The Morning Tour 

$ CO- Fn. Sal. Sun 

atmlallha ifrrrrfftrr'" imile walking 

, v that hx/ don’t mind getting wet 

* Attwugh tfw hfoh*gh» elements of this walk are the 

■eexwdvK' ondsroam locomotives being prepared 
vr-wr we begin by taking a look at the lumber 

- i jn nfegro non of the brgger picture - once one 

- •*>* cvjv s most productive double bandsaw and 
-. .nrx) rr*tl kx (ties as second bool' to the logging 
oce^pon* primary Charge of furnishing pulpwood 
i-v -*ve kcvd I’setf- using the ready track's in-steam 
.-vwer as examples - we pause to discuss Ephraim 
Snov s break-through design for logging locomotives 
Atovkng vtfo the dead line, we look at a Heisler and 
o ; max then compare these geared designs with 
two Shays and a Baldwin rod engine. 

After peefcng insxje the car shop, we enter a world of 
gecneod delight No two days are the same in our 
•"o-i repair facility, where attention has turned to 
"sta ng a fiue sheet in Shay 5. After watching 
some repairs, we inspect the machining bay. 

Behind-the-scenes Shop Tour, P.M. 

1:50 - Saturday 

Veer at the depot for this 55-minute, 1-mile walking 
tour, which is simlior to the morning program (see 
apovei. except we watch the 1:00 train pass on its 
return to Cass, then park. The program concludes 
wo ample time for those riding the 3:00 train to 
board The tour is limited to 20 park visitors, so 
please sign up at the depot ticket office. 


South end of Uptown Main Street. 1903 


Greenbrier Siding Deadline Stroll 

2:50 - Saturday 

Meet at the water tower, located up the tracks 
from the parking lot, for this 30-minute, 1-mile 
walk - a continuation of the Behind-the-scenes 
Locomotive Shop Tour, P.M. program. 

We walk up the former Chesapeake & Ohio Ry 
Greenbrier Subdivision for a look at an array of 
non-logging rail equipment (including four first- 
generation diesel locomolives and a sleam wreck 
crane) that has sat on the old interchange/station 
siding for a decade. Along with some nice river- 
bank scenery are reminders of the Greenbrier's 
floodstage fury. 


There will be no programs on 
days the train does not operate 


Cass Interpretive Programming 

West Virginia State Parks have traditionally offered 
exceptional programs by seosonal naturalists The 
Cass Scenic Railrood ond the old mill town - histone 
subjects that they are - call for a different spin Philip 
Bagdon Is CSRR Stale Park's Seasonal Historian A 
devotee of Cass history lor over 30 years. Phil has con¬ 
tributed his extensive research to several publications 
ond archives In 1976. while Interviewing otd-nmers 
assodat ed with the bygone roll-logging era. he resided 
In Cass and served as a train commentator 


At the time of this 'company photo' 
m 1923, the second Ireplacemenll 
l umbe r mill complex had just been 
completed ond wos runnning two 
eleven-hour shifts six days a week 
Bo»h photos on iNs page from 
logging South Cheat The History ol 
" c - Snowshoe lands by Georqe Lteike 
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New at Whittaker Station 


Above: Winter Cheat Mountain log 
Below: Dinner at a Mower Lumber 


Company camp. 


par* program ottering is the Top Ot The 
■g 'cw After visiting the repair shops, visitors 
’*» scponunriy to watch trains being pre¬ 
sses ’963. this time ol day has been a 
■ a mong radians Representative ol tlie 
termer Meadow Rrver Lumber Heisler No. 6 
i - ana smokes - it up back in 1971. 


Despite losing operation on the upper half ot the Cass Hill 
to January's flood (resumption of service to Bald Knob is 
expected in October), there is still a memorable ride 
awaiting you on the CSRR - to Whittoker Station, site of 
the new Whittaker Camp No.t display. Rail equipment and 
structures representing various facets of West Virginia tag¬ 
ging can now be inspected during the 20-minute slop. An 
interpreter leads tours Monday through Friday of the 
camp cars and shanties, diesel loader. 4-wheel caboose 
and steam-powered Lidgerwood tower skidder. Whittaker 
Camp No. 1 is on on-going project which has involved 
thousands of volunteer hours by members of the 
Mountain State Railroad & Logging Historical Association, 
a non-profit organization based in Cass. 


V a i its seventh year, the Cass Town Walk's pop- 
Jarty continues to grow.This season's guide, Philip 
Eagdon. was bitten by the Cass history bug back in 
•965 or. hts second visit to the CSRR and has been 
deciphering myth from reality ever since; his grasp 
re true history' is both insightful and entertain- 
The tour is based on personal research, with- 
reference to previous town walk presentations. 


Statement ol Policy Regarding the Equal Opportunity 
To Use Facilities and Participate In Programs 

ti the poker ot the West Virginia Division of Nolurol 
Resources to provide Its tadklies. occommodollons. services 
one) progroms to OH persons wilhoul regard to sex race 
«*»• age. rekgion. national origin, or disabthly Proper' 
txenv!< registration and compfiance with official rules 
and regimens are the only sources of restrictions lor 
taaWy use or program participation 
the West Virginia Division ol Natural Resources Is an 
equal opportunity employer * 


Diesel log loader at 
work near Anjean. 
Greenbrier County, 
in 1955 lor the 
Meadow River 
Lumber Co. 

Photo by Bernard Kern 
Courtesy Eric Mundy, 


Free Supplementary Programs 
of Cass Scenic Railroad State Park 

July 29 - August 4,1996 
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Top Of Th« Morning Tour 

,Tuts. Wed 
t ^ &tt*s Tfrmnuto. i-nvte Miking 

>xr ittw tnat w dkvj'f minrf getting wet 
i t ^ v / yy dbf 

lryn me <~rm ttenbar mill, once one ol the 
• -jv S m «♦ pr«* double bandsaw and planing 

r-." tootles os second boot’ to the logging opera- 
vn , prrKTY iterge of famishing spruce pulpwood. 

ntrxtrr) v *te vu-d. we watch Shays being pre- 
-.-.vj rvt dscuss the.r fascinating design. Moving 
cvi -c the dead Sne. we took at a Heisler and Climax 
amorne ’hen compare these geared engines 
••two Shays and a rod engine. 

■i-e- se-oong Tside the car shop, we enter a world of 
geryieod deign' No two days are the same inside 
ocr man repair faciify 

Presenty. 162-ton monster Shay. 'Big 6' lex-Western 
Maryland is undergoing final assembly after heavy 
stepping Besides pausing to watch the work on No. 
6. we Tspect original Cass Shay, No. 5, and the 
step's machining bay. 

. ew-vg me day's octive CSRR power come lo life and 
switch the yard rounds out the lour 

Behind-the-scenes Shop Tour, P.M. 

1:45 - Mon, Thurs 

Fc y 'nose unable to 'early-bird-it' Isee above I, this 
55-minute walk is a repeat program, except there 
ore no s'earnin'. smokin'Shays. The tour is limited to 
15 park visitors, so please sign up at the ticket office. 


At the time of this 'company 
photo' in 1923. the second Coss 
lumber mill (decidedly high- 
tech for its eral hod just been 
'omplered ond was operating 
it hr»jri daiy except Sunday 

This photo and top right trom 
logging Smith Cheal 
The I tuny cl the Snowshoe 
Londi by George De*e 


Cass Town Walk 

1:10'- Sun, Fri, Sal 
3:10" - Saturday 
5:05’ - Sun, Mon, Thurs, Fri 
Meet on the Cass Country Store steps for this enter¬ 
taining 30-minute, hall-mile swing through the old 
company town - built between 1902 and 1908. 

Cass was the headquarters and focus of one of the 
largest lumbering operations in the state. Learn about 
this isolated industrial town's history, view its promi¬ 
nent structures, and hear about what life was like here 
80+ years ago. A tour brochure is provided for supple¬ 
mentary information about Old Cass and the park's 
on-going rennovation of the former company town. 

* These tours coincide with the Cass Showcase pro¬ 
gram's conclusion and are thus subject to a 5-10 
minute delay whenever a train returns late; kindly 
wait for your guide on the Cass Country Store porch. 

Log Trains, Woodhlcks & More 

7:00 p.m. - Fr iday 

Meet on porch of the Cass Country Store for this 
45-minute presentation concluding with a question- 
and-answer time. Featured guest is Keith Norman, 
Whittaker Camp No. 1 's interpreter. Philip Bagdon 
opens the program with an overview of the once- 
immense Cass rail-logging operation. 

There's a lot to be said about the loggers' lifestyle and 
timbering practices that can't be squeezed into the 
short walk-through presentation at the new Whittaker 
Camp No.l display, so join us for the rest of the story. 


Senior Citizens and Disabled Persons' 
Van Tour 

3:45" - Sunday and Saturday 
For those unable to endure a half-mile walk, this 20- 
minute motoring version of the town tour is limited to 
14 visitors. Reservations must be placed at the depot 
ticket office by 3:30. Departure is from the foot of the 
Cass Country Store steps. 

* Please note that the CSRR State Park vehicle is not 
equipped with a handicap lift. 


There will be no programs on 
Tuesday and Wednesday, July 30-31 


Cass Interpretive Programming 

West Virginia Parks hove traditionally offered 
exceptional progroms by seasonal naturalists. 
The Coss Scenic Railroad ond the old mill town - 
historic subjects (hot they are - call for a different 
spin Philip Bagdon is CSRR Stale Park's Seasonal 
Historian. A devotee of Cass history for over 30 
years, Phil hos contributed his extensive 
research lo several publications and archives In 
1976, while interviewing old-timers associated 
with the logging and railroad era. he resided in 
Cass and served as a CSRR train commentator 









Cass: Where History Comes Mwe\ 

Whittaker Camp No.1 


Aerial Log Skidding 


Camp Shanty Display 


tnding 96 feet above its base, Meadow 
; the largest ‘portable high steel spar skid- 
- •*-- >-“t Here, it is working a set north- 
1956. To the rear is a ‘lowside 
esel log loader (now also at 
which is spotted for resupply, 
lohnson, MSR&LHA 1993 Calendar 


With tower star 
River No.1 was 
der 1 to operate ii 

east of Anjean ...- 

coal tender and the die 
Whittaker Camp No. 1) - 
Photo by Wally J< 

Introduced on the Cass logging job by West Virginia 
Pulp and Paper Co., 'portable high steel spar (tower) 
skidders initially reached timber that was inaccessible 
to horse teams due to terrain and/or distance. Five 
second-hand steam skidders were acquired between 
1922 and 1928. Skidding became the primary means 
of moving logs to rail loading sites after Mower 
Lumber acquired the operation in 1942. The final skid- 
der set’ was located at Old Spruce, after depleting tim¬ 
ber atop Bald Knob in June 1960. 

Tower skidders were used by several of the larger 
West Virginia rail-logging enterprises. Although aH 
remaining 'Cass skidders' were scrapped in late 1960 
and early 1961, the State Park is blessed with a truly 
beefy example - built by Meadow River Lumber from 
‘stock parts' in 1944 and donated by that company s 
successor, Georgia-Pacific Corporation, in 1972. 


TL camp No i s reproductions of skilled 

crowd e a glimpse into a bygone 
;.r£eT£LTof eight original and long-gone 
Kibe adfacen, to a camp tram (top 
- iQ46 on the head of Shavers Fork. 

West V.iama and Regional History Collection 
West Virginia University Library 

Structures utilized during both eras of Cass- 
refated logging camps (stationary and move- 
able) woods camp shanties served a variety 
of uses. Originally. 2-story structures housed 
the wood crews, while small shanties - like 
those above - housed skilled workers. 
Introduction of camp trains ended the use of 
bunk houses, but the use of small shanties to 
house skilled workers - such as the filer (who 
kept the saws and axes sharp) - continued 
until the mill's closure in June 1960. 


Greenbri 


After serving tor 32 years in the woods - 

County, this Meadow River Lumber Co. diesel log 
loader - shown here with the job’s Shay No. 5 near 
Anjean, c. 1955 - is now one of six pieces of rail-log¬ 
ging equipment at CSRR's Whittaker Camp No.1 

Photo by Bernard J.Kern, MSRLHA t993 Calendar 

Whittaker Camp No.1, new for 1996, compli¬ 
ments your memorable steam-powered ride 
over a former logging railroad with a glimpse 
into the heart of the matter - the high-volume 
timbering which spawned Ihe Immense rail 
operation (at its peak more than 130 miles of 
mainline and woods spur track). 

This display offers not only a look at rail-log¬ 
ging equipment, but also relates Ihe routine 
workaday lives of those stalwart men who 
labored in the woods and thus made West 
Virginia's tumultuous lumbering era possible 
An interpretive commentary is offered five 
days a week; at other times, CSRR passen¬ 
gers are invited to explore Camp No. 1 inde¬ 
pendently via interpretive signs which offer an 
overview of life in the woods and techniques 
for bringing in saw logs. 


References 

Further investigation of Cass rail-logging and West 
Virgnia lumbering in general is available via the fol¬ 
lowing publications on sale at outlets adjacent to the 
CSRR depot: 

On Beyond Leatherbark: The Cass Saga 
by Roy B. Clarkson; McClain Publishing Co., 
Parsons; 2nd printing, 1994 
Logging South Cheat: The History of the Snowshoe 
Lands by George Deike. Cass; 2nd printing, 1993 
West Virginia Logging Railroads by Bill Warden; 

TLC Publishing Co.. Lynchburg. Va„ 1993 
Tumult On The Mountains: Lumbering in West 
Virginia, 1770-1920 by Roy B. Clarkson; McClain 
Publishing Co.. Parsons; 9th printing, 1992 
The Log Train. Mountain State Railroad & Logging 
Historical Association's quarterly journal has pub¬ 
lished a vast array of material for over 12 years. 
Back issues are handled by Country Craft Junction. 
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Multiple logs attached 
to choker chains 


Skidder ot log landing 


In a Cass-related skidder diagram, a 'trip of logs' 


In a Cass-related skidder diagram, a 'trip of logs’ is en 
route to the railroad landing from the tail tree. Meadow 
River No.l, the display's skidder. was capable of bringng 
in logs at a minimum of 50 feet off the ground from up to 
3.000 feet away. 

From Logging South Cheat The History 
of the Snowshoe Lands by George Deike 


Cass, West Virginia 


issue.. 






In brief: The Whittaker Camp No. 1 Display 


grating the 59-year lumbering heritage of the Cass Scenic Railroad, 1901-1960 


Whiltaksf Comp Mo 1 is an 
on-going p»o|ed which - [ 

besides grows and generous 
private financial support - 
has involved thousands of 
volunteer hours by members 

of the Cass-based Mountain 
State Roilroad & logging 
Historical Association 
Interpretive services are 
provided in affiliation with 
the West Virginia University 
Deportment of History's Public 
History Program 

For information about 
Mountain Slate Railroad & 
logging Historical Assoc. 
please write P 0 Box 89. 
Cass. WV 24927 


1. Representative Shanty 
2. Filer's Shanty 
3. Surveyor/Cruiser's Shanty 
4. Kitchen/Dining Car 
5 Lobby/Bunk Car 
6. Diesel Log Loader and 
Skeleton Steel Log Car 
7. Standard Steel Log Flatcar 

8. Four-wheel Logging 

Caboose 

9. Lidgerwood Skidder 

10. Future Coal Tender 


ty »U» CXM4 Sec-V* D**o Collection 

r -\pr» than 40 years of occupying two- 

scr * .vw.v guar»e•*. -jgged Vroodhick s' work- 
3 j ob found 'hemseives adopting to a 
tr— y a .--/—oOcrorts Soon after Mower 
„r-cw Jcv-cxsn> bought out the Cass operation, 
iVeoer - ***« new general manoger - instituted 
oortp Torts *3 cut expenses Weber came from 
•AkxSow "he- ^moer Company, based in Rainelle. 
Ow n cre r County, where this housing practice had 
ns"jfeci n the early 1930s 
The Cass vtoc commenced work on the camp sets in 
•re i-u a 'o'a of 17 cars were constructed from 
oggrg hat:Mower camp trains consisted of 3- 
»4 :xr« cars, a obby car. dining car and kitchen car. 

'945 and 1956. there were two comps in 
3oe*Tj«on men. for the last two years of rail-logging, 
'here renamed one moveable grouping 

Th* <k* cr gna comp cor. No. 419, now a combined 
eaoff&x* rendering, ts oined by a facsimile created 
f ’960 *sp«jyed os a combined kitchen/dining car. 


Parked scenic 
railroad train 


Rail Equipment Roster 

Kitchen/Dining Car (4). Built from one of the remaining Four-wheel Caboose (8). This "bobber' rode the rear of 
Cass logging flatcars, this is on adaptation of the kitchen log trains out of Swandale (Clay Counlyl, where its last 
and dining cars of Mower Lumber Co. camp trains. owner, Georgia-Pacific Corp, was preceded by W.M 

SS S r fi 65315 W ?tS »£ » 

S 0hi ° ances l-V' l * wos donated In .964, 

pari of the last camp train in 1960. Its side door was Lidgerwood Skidder [ 9). Home-built by the Rainelle shop 
added in 1969 while serving os CSRR's 'sand house.' f rom Lidgerwood parts in 1944, Meadow River Lumber Co 
Diesel Log Loader (6a). Built in 1939 by Meadow River No.J's service ended when it failed boiler inspection in 
Lumber Co.'s shop in Rainelle. this large, powerful Tong '* to Cass six years later Doubte-heacBng 

free' device wos active unlit 1970; it come toCoss In 197^. Sn"1he"“' 

Skeleton Steel Log Car (6b) One of 24 such cars donated 

to CSRR in 1972, Meadow River Lumber 'B-12’ now carries Skidder Tender (10). A representative cool-supply car for 
the log loader. Many of the current excursion cars were the skidder is slated to be installed here in the near future 
built from these MRLbrCo steel skeleton log cars Wood Logging f/o/cor j^ (e were over 200 ol these 40- 

Standard Steel Logging Flatcar (7). this 40-toot flat, used foot flats used at Cass by West Virginia Pulp APaper dur- 
by Elk River Coal & Lumber and its successors, wos one ol ing the lumbering heydoy Part of jhe original CSRR excur- 
several cars donated by Georgia-Pacific Corp. in 1967. For sion train and the only extanl 'native' log car. ■> 
about two decades it served as a Bald Knob all-weather ly spotted on the old company store siding lead In ca 
car before being retired due to o bad axle. awaiting restoration by MSR&LHA volunteers 


Phil Bogdon Collection 




The late , great old shop 


r -e *rsf shop - built in 1901 - was single-track and 
"izxiz e of servicing two locomotives simultaneously. 
• was replaced in early 1923 by a significanlly-larger 
set of connected structures. To CSRR-era railfans, 
Snap No 2 was akin to a time machine in terms of its 
ovemeod belt-driven machinery. 

A moor factor in replacing the 1901 shop was West 
/rginia Pulp & Papers Co.'s ordering of a monster 
C ass C Shay 1154 tons as built by Lima Locomotive 
Works - rostered as No. 121; apparently clearance 
restnctions prohibited access. It was too big to fit. 

1 is certain that the 1922 blaze, which leveled the 
band saw and planing mills, significantly delayed 
competion of the new shop and foundry/pattern 
house complex By the time work resumed, the first of 
numerous tower skidders had been acquired; thus, 
as completed, the north bay's upper end sported a 
pair of huge doors to accommodate these tall steam- 
powered logging devices. 

The 50-year shop' was built of the same surplus 
World War l corrugated sheet metal from Fort Meade, 
Md used for the 1921 mill boiler house and a new 
hay/grain storoge facility (today's Cass Showcase) 


Ruins of the big Cass Mill 



This 1971 view shows the south end ot the huge mill 
complex with C&O tracks in left foreground. The floor¬ 
ing storage building's surviving brick fire wall is visible 
on the right side of the structure closest to the tracks. 
First of the complex to go was the end of the planing 
mill (at right), which collapsed in 1974. 



Both photos on this page Philip Bagdon 


Shown above is the ‘long side' of the double bandsaw 
mill as it appeared 24 years ago. The carriage ran 
back and forth on its 'shotgun feed' (left foreground), 
with the band saw itself formerly situated in middle 
frame. Fire leveled the bandsaw mill in 1982; four 
years earlier the planing mill and flooring storage build¬ 
ings went up in smoke. 


Phil Bagdon, CSRR State Park’s Seasonal Historian 
and 32-year veteran of the Cass Experience, had big 
fun while exploring and photographing the mill com¬ 
plex between 1974 and 1976. Looking back somewha^ 
in horror, he is thankful not have ‘bought the farm’ by 
falling through a soft, rotted floor. 


Statement of Policy Regarding The Equal Opportunity 
To Use Facilities and Participate In Programs 

It Is the policy of the West Virginia Division of Nalural 
Resources to provide its facilities, accommodations, 
services and programs to all persons without regard to 
sex. race, color, age. religion, national origin, or disability 
Proper licenses, registration and compliance with official 
rules and regulations ore the only sources of restrictions 
for facility use or program participation. 

The West Virginia Division of Natural Resources 
is an equal opportunity employer' 


Cass Shop 

Top 01 The Morning Tour 
Behind-the-scenes Shop Tour P.M. 

Locomotive repair and maintenance requirements 
for a steam railroad cait for not only a well- 
equipped facility but also an experienced shop 
staff. The Cass Scenic Railroad is blessed with both 
Throughout the year there is activity here-, during 
the off season, road crew personnei - conductors, 
engineers and firemen - join the regular shop 
employees to comprise a 14-man work force 

Presently, former Western Maryland No. 6 ICSRR's 
Big Six), the last Shay built and second largest out- 
shopped by Lima Locomotive Works of Lima, Ohio, 
ts undergoing final reassembly. 

Upcoming projects include-, a replacement Hue 
sheet for original Cass Shay No 5 (built in 1905 and 
currently on Shop Track No. 2); oil-lo-coal grate 
conversion of ex-Feather River Shay No. 3 (pur¬ 
chase agreement was recently announced, ship¬ 
ment from California pending), o new boiler lot 
Heisler No. 6; and top-to-botlom renovation of ex- 
Moore Keppel Lumber Co. Climax No. 6. 

Today's shop was placed into service during 1976. 
four years after fire destroyed the 1923 complex 
The adjacent car shop was erected In 1973 to meet 
the interim repair needs. 

There's more to the Top of the Morning Tour and 
Behind-the-scenes Shop Tour. PM than an inter¬ 
pretation of the shop, the saga of locomotive repair 
is pari of o walking tour which includes a took at 
the mill ruins and an array of motive power and 
rolling stock on the yard's dead line. 

Please refer to This Week At Cass (available in 
brochure form at the depot ticket office) for the five- 
day-a-week schedule All supplementary pro¬ 
grams are offered free of charge. 


Cass Scenic Railroad State Park 

Cass, West Virginia 


Cass Scenic 


Railroad Park programs for a different kind of West Virginia state park 


> You are asked lo walch your step and keep tabs on all small children! 


xm 


Machining Bay: 

Lathes, wheel lathe, drill presses, 
shaper, radial arm drill, hacksaw, 
milling machine, etc. 


What's 

in 

the 

Shop 


Shay No. 2 (c/n 3320. 1928). Lima Pacific Coast model - 96 
’ins’ superheated: the only PC built as a wood-burner; logic 
«ti u o^ed its conversion to oil before operation in British 
Cc'^~t'-a as Mayo Lbr. Co. No. 4; then Lake Logging Co., 
Ltd No 5. Western Forest Industries No. 5, and Railway 
Appi a-ices Research (Vancouver Wharfs Ltd.) No.114; came 
to Cass m ’970 and made its operational debut at Railfan 
Weekend 1972; grates converted for coal in 1985. 


Shay No. 4 (c/n 3189,1922). 70-tons'; originally Birch Valley ; 
Lbr. Co., Tioga (Nicholas County), No. 5; involved in a run- j 
away which killed four; came to Cass in 1943 as Mower Lbr. 
Co. No. 4 and was not only the last logging Shay but also the 
first road engine of the Cass Scenic R.R.; in 1993 a thorough 
shopping was completed; with the track to Bald Knob 
expected to reopened in October, No. 4 will serve as the 
pusher (helper) engine. 


Shopped Power 

Shay No. 6 (c/n 3354, 1945). Lima class 150-3, superheat- roster for two full operating seasons; due back on the road, 
ed. the Iasi and second largest Shay built; plans of 'Cass No. working the Cass-Whittaker turnarounds, in September. 

12' - m its original. 154-ton' 3-truck form - were used as Shay No. 5 (c/n 1503, 1905). 80 tons'; came to Cass new 
foundational design; pulled coal on the Western Maryland’s for the Greenbrier & Elk River R.R., W.Va. Spruce Lbr. Co.’s 
Chaffee Branch for only a few years; displayed in Baltimore railroad out of Cass - the oldest and longest operating Shay 
at the BSO Railroad Museum for over 25 years before com- here; its cylinders were cracked in 1958 while serving the 
ing here in 1980 (in a long-term trade for Shay No.1 and Cass mill’s dry kiln plant as a steam source, thus was inop- 
Porter 0-4-0T No. 714); in 1981, operated for the first time in erable when the State acquired the railroad in 1962; after 
28 years, used sparingly until service on the Cass-Durbin repair, it was placed in service during 1965; flue sheets are 
Run (1984-85); extensive shopping has removed it from the due for replacement during the upcoming off-season. 


The Dead Une 

Today’s dead line track came into existence 
in 1973 when the coaling siding was extend¬ 
ed. The upper end ot the track now used tor 
parking excursion trains was Mower Lumber 
Co.'s dead line, where prior to scrapping. No 
I 12, the largest Shay ever to operate (in 1933 
converted to a four-truck - 'Class D' - model 
: weighing 197 tons), and No. 13 (an ex-C&O 
; 150-ton tour-trucker) sat lor about 15 years. 

; In order from the lower end of the siding are: 
Helsler No. 6 (c/n 1591,1929). 90 tons', one ot 
the largest units out-shopped by Heisler ot Erie, 

: Pa.; originally served Hog Hollow Tile Co. ol 
; New Bethlehem, Pa., then spent over 25 years 
; in Greenbrier County working as Meadow River 
| Lbr. Co. No. 6; came to Cass under Its own 
power in 1966 and debuted on the CSRR in May 
1968; a boiler that failed inspection places It out- 
: of-service until 1998. 

Shay No. 36. (c/n 2804,1916). 70 tons'; lirst 
operated by an Alabama logger, then spent 
many years In West Virginia - first with Raleigh 
Lbr. Co. (Glen Morgan), then W.M. Ritter Lbr. 
Co. (Oxley and Maben); in 1942, moved by 
Ritter to Tennessee where it later hauled coal as 
Brimstone R.R. No. 36; came In poor condition 
lo Cass nine years ago; because ot Its size and 

I age, likely to remain on the dead line for years. 
Climax No. 9 (s/n 1551,1919). 70 tons'; built by 
Climax Locomotive Works of Corry, Pa. lor 
Randolph County’s Moore Keppel Lumber Co. 
as its No. 6 and last used to move coal on the 
Middle Fork Railroad; came to Cass (1970) in 
ragged shape and subsequently caught In the 
shop fire; a boiler found in Canada combines 
with the shop force’s long-running Interest In 
tackling this project combine to makes Its future 
brighter than might be expected; if all goes well, 
It is expected to be on the road by 1998. 

Shay No. 7 (c/n 3131,1920). 70 tons'; first used 
by Raine Lbr. Co. at Cloverlick (Pocahontas 
County), then during an extended period oper¬ 
ated by Meadow River Lbr. Co.; came to Cass 
on its own power in 1964 and entered service 
the next year; hasn't run since 1972. 

Baldwin 2-8-0 Rod Loco No. 612 (c/n 69858. 
1943). Built for the U.S. Army Transportation 
Corp and operated at Fort Eus'is. Virginia untij 
\ 1971. when it came to Cass; this Consolidation 

has never run here (until the 1985 
ended Cass-Durbin Runs, was considered ideal 
as the water level route’s future power). 


* Factory designation. Engine weighed more in operating condition (coal, water, tools, etc.). 

Celebrating the 59-year lumbering heritage ot thecass^^ 
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Camp Shanty Display 


High-line Aerial Skidding 
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With towor standing 96 feet above its base. Meadow 
River No. t was the largest 'portable high steel spar skid- 
der‘ to operate in the East. Here, It is working a set north¬ 
east ol Anjean In June 1956. To the rear is a Mowside' 
coal tender and the company's diesel log loader - which 
is spotted lor luel resupply. 

Photo by Wally Johnson, MSR&LHA 1993 Calendar 




jctawt uNUvd dwng both eras of Cass- 
camps 'Stationary and move- 
P camp s/ianties served a variety 

m CragraVy 2-story structures housed 
■ood c r ews, wbde sma* shanties - like 
* jtove - noosed skilled workers. 

dueler o# camp tracts ended the use of 
i houses but the use of small shanties to 
e stut&i wooers - such as the filer (who 
the saws and axes sharp) - continued 
the mfl $ closure in June 1960. 



References 

Fw«wr wu tytan of Cass rail-logging and West 
I'rj-j c-ter'5 -i general is available via the fol- 
Mra pifikeabons on safe at outlets adjacent to the 

Or. Beye^-d Leatherbark The Cass Saga 
tp R-.-ir 8 Cartoon. McClain Publishing Co., 
Parsons: 2nd printing, 1994 
• l W'» Soi/b Cheat The History of the Snowshoe 
Le'.to c» George Oeike. Cass; 2nd printing, 1993 
iWjr Logpng Railroads by Bill Warden; 

1LC Pubkshng Co , Lynchburg, Va„ 1993 
fumxj/r On The Mountains Lumbering in West 
V.r 9 n:t 1770 t920 by Roy B. Clarkson; McClain 
Pubkshv»g Co.. Parsons; 91h printing. 1992 
T n« i og Tram Mountain State Railroad & Logging 
Historical Association's quarterly journal has pub- 
t*heo a vast array ol material lor over 12 years. 
Back issues are handled by Country Cralt Junction. 


Introduced on the Cass logging job by West Virginia 
Pulp and Paper Co., 'portable high steel spar’ (tower) 
skidders initially reached timber that was inaccessible 
to horse teams (due to terrain and/or distance). Five 
second-hand steam skidders were acquired by 
WVP&PCo between 1922 and 1928. Skidding became 
the primary means ol moving logs to rail loading sites 
after Mower Lumber acquired the operation in 1942. 
The (inal 'set' was located at Old Spruce, after deplet¬ 
ing timber atop Bald Knob in June 1960. 

Tower skidders were used by several of the larger 
West Virginia rail-logging enterprises. Although all 
remaining 'Cass skidders' were scrapped in late 1960 
and early 1961, the State Park is blessed with a truly 
beefy example - built by Meadow River Lumber from 
'stock parts' in 1944 and donated by that company's 
successor, Georgia-Pacific Corporation, in 1972. 



In a Cass-related skidder diagram, a 'trip of logs' is en 
route to the railroad landing from the tail tree. Meadow 
River No. 1, the display's skidder. was capable o< bringing 
in logs at a minimum of 50 feet off the ground from up to 
3,000 feet away. 

From Logging South Cheat: The History 
of the Snowshoe Lands by George Deike 


Cass. Where History Comes Alive'. 

Whittaker Camp No.l 



After serving for 32 years in the woods ot Greenbror 
County, this Meadow River Lumber Co. diesel log 
loader - shown here with the job's Shay No. 5 near 
Anjean, c. 1955 - is now one oi six pieces ot rail-log¬ 
ging equipment at CSRR's Whittaker Camp No.i 

Photo by Bernard J.Kem, MSRLHA1993 Calendar 

Whittaker Camp No.i, new for 1996, compli¬ 
ments your memorable steam-powered ride 
over a former logging railroad wilh a glimpse 
into the heart of the matter - the high-volume 
timbering which spawned the once-immense 
rail operation (at its peak more than 130 miles 
of mainline and woods spur track). 

This display offers not only a look at rail-log¬ 
ging equipment, but also relates the routine 
workaday lives of those stalwart men who 
labored in the woods and thus made West 
Virginia's lumultuous lumbering era possible. 
An interpretive commentary is offered five 
days a week; at other times, CSRR passen¬ 
gers are invited to explore Camp No. 1 inde¬ 
pendently via interpretive signs which offer an 
overview of life in the woods and techniques 
for bringing in saw logs. 


Cass Scenic Railroad State Park 

Cass, West Virginia 


Park programs for a different kind of West Virginia state park 



The Dead Line 


Celebrating the 59 year lumbering heritage of the Cass Scenic Railroad. 1901-1960 
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In brief: The Whittaker Camp No. 1 Display 


Whittaker Camp No 1 is on 
on-going proiect which - 
besides grants and generous 
privote financial support - 
has involved thousands of 
volunteer hours by members 
of the Cass-based Mountain 
State Railroad & Logging 
Historical Association. 
Interpretive services are 
provided'm of filiation with 
the West Virginia University 
Department of History's Public 
History Program 

For Information about 
5 Mountain Stole Railroad & 
logging Historical Assoc, 
please write P.O. Box 89. 

I Cass. WV 24927. 


I. Representative Shanty 
2 Filer's Shanty 
3. Surveyor/Cruiser's Shanty 
4. Kitchen/Dining Car 
5. Lobby/Bunk Car 
6. Diesel Log Loader and 
Skeleton Steel Log Car 
7. Standard Steel Log Flatcar 

8. Four-wheel Logging 

Caboose 

9. Lidgerwood Skidder 
to. Future Coal Tender 


r»vv b-jc» Crcttnl Georgs Deike Collection 

ft tMi dV marc Than 40 years of occupying Iwo- 
,,v., quarto's, ragged woodhick s' work- 

. ass rot) found themselves adapting to a 
y accommodations. Soon after Mower 
Cy~2<T -.y bought out the Cass operation, 
: iScoer - the new general manager - instituted 

,amc *3«s tc cut expenses Weber came from 
Msatowr Sbve' .umber Company, based in Rainelle, 
C-nenC'e' County. where this housing practice had 
X**- ns* \<ed n the early 1930s. 
r ne Cass shoo commenced work on the camp sets in 
re a '-c'a of !7 cars were constructed from for¬ 
mer bogkig flatcars Mower camp trains consisted of 
:• 'o-4 dun* ca's a ooby car, dining car and kitchen 
car Between 1945 and !95fl, there were two camps 
n operation, ’n^-, for the last two years of rail-log- 
gng. 'ne'e remained one moveable grouping. 

The ast ty ginat camp car. No 419, now a combined 
ooby/txrrk ’endeong. joins a facsimile created in 
' 980 yvd displayed as a combined kitchen/dining car. 


Parked scenic 
railroad train 


Rail Equipment Roster 

Kitchen/Dining Car (4). Built from one of the remaining Four-wheel Caboose (B). This 'bobber' rode the rear of 
Cass logging flatcars, this is an adaptation of the kitchen log trains out of Swandale IClay County), where its losl I 
and dining cars of Mower Lumber Co. camp trains. owner, Georgia-Pacific Corp, wos preceded by W M 

C„ mp car No. £ ,51. A , = Wes, WJ 

part of the last camp train in 1960. Its side door was Lidgerwood Skidder (9) Home-built by the Roinelle shop 
added in 1969 while serving os CSRR's 'sand house.' f tom Lidgerwood parts in 1944, Meadow River lumber Co 
Diesel Log Loader (6a) Built in 1939 by Meadow River NalI's service ended when it failed boiler inspection In 
Lumber Co.'s shop in Rainelle, this large, powerful 'long ^6; it came to Cass six years later. Double-heading 
tree' device was active until 1970; it came to Cass in 1972 Shays brought the Udgerwoodto WWlItjer" WW ; con ‘ 

siderable work remains, including raising the tower 

Skeleton Steel Log Car (6b) One of 24 such cars donated 

to CSRR in 1972, Meadow River Lumber 'B-12' now carries Skidder Tender (10) A representative coal-supply car for 
the log loader. Many of the current excursion cars were the skidder is slated to be installed here in the near future 
built from these MRLbrCo steel skeleton log cars. ^ood Logg Flatcar ^ were over 200 of these 40- 

Slandard Steel Logging Flatcar (7). This 40-foot flat, used foot flats used at Cass by West Virginia Pulp & Pap« f dur- 

by Elk River Coal & Lumber and its successors, was one of ing the lumbering heyday Pari of the original CSRR excur- 
several cars donated by Georgia-Pacific Corp. in 1967 For sion train and the only extant 'native' log car it is curreni- 

aboul two decades it served as a Bald Knob all-weather ly spotted on the old company store siding lead in Cass 

car before being retired due to a bad axle. awaiting restoration by MSR&IHA volunteers. 


lime ci a Mower camp, c 1948 


Phil Bagdon Colledlon 


Sofefy First is pracliced here: You 


are asked to watch your step and keep tabs on all small children! 
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Coss Scenic Railroad Park programs for a different kind of West Virginia state park 


0*r behind the scenes with ifam Explore an old lumber mill town 





Cass Town Walk 

1:10’- Sun. Frl, Sal 
3:10’ - Saturday 
5:05 ’ - Mon, Thurs, Fri, Sun 
Meet on the Cass Country 
Store steps 30-minute, hall- 
mile swing through the old 
company town built between 
1902 and 1908. 

Cass was the headquarters 
and focus of one of the largest 
lumbering operations in the 
stale. Learn about this isolated 
industrial town's history, view its prominent structures, 
and hear about what Irf e was like here 80+ years ago. 
A tour brochure is provided for supplementary infor¬ 
mation about Old Coss and the park's on-going ren- 
novation of the former company town, placed in 1981 
on the National Registry of Historical Places. 

* These lours coincide with the Coss Showcase pro¬ 
gram's conclusion and are thus subject to a 5-10 
minute delay whenever a train returns late; kindly 
wail for your guide on the Cass Country Store porch. 


Every-other Saturday 
this season, long out 
of service Shay No. 7 is 
back in steam - at 
least on screen in the 
Cass Scenic Railroad 
Early Years slide show 
IP Bagdon photo, 19681 


Top Of The Morning Tour 

, 

v juv* W mo 'V-mKKrte. i-mtie walking 
t*wd n’t* don't mmd getting net 


- it™-* the rn« lumber me. once one of the 

t ondpfan ng 

-J as second boar to the logging opero- 

i,-,- 4 ;w-T. emerge at furnishing spruce pctlpwood 
Ccrewog to the *o-d we watch Shays being pre- 
.-vr» J jvt dsc.iss "te r lose:noting design Moving 
ai to the dead ine. we look at a Heisler and Climax 
**>en compare these geared engines 
•*“i *wo Shays and a rod engine 
A-v' oeoung aside the car shop, we enter o world 
y g eameod deSgh’ No two days are the same 
our man repair facSity. 

>esen'x 162-ton monster Shay. "Big 6" (ex-Weslern 
Varyand is undergoing final assembly after heavy 
shocong Besides pausing to watch the work on No. 
t we r-tsxct cvgln o' 1905 Cass Shay. No 5, and the 
shop's mochning bay 

Viewing the day's active power come to life and 
swton the yard rounds out the tour 

Behind-the-scenes Shop Tour, P.M. 

1:45 -Mon, Thurs 

'nose unable to 'eariy-bird-it' Isee above I, this 
5S-mmu»e walk is a repeat program, except there 
vena steamin', smokin' Shays. The tour is limited to 
'5 pert visitors, so please sign up at the ticket office. 


At *he time oI this 'company 
photo in 1923. the second Coss 
'•.mb er mill (decidedly high- 
tech for t s erol hod just been 
"jmpleted ond was operating 
; ' hours dairy except Sunday. 

this photo and lop nghl from 
logging South Cheat 
the If story nr the Snows hoe 
lands by George Pe*e 


Cass Interpretive Programming 

West Virginia Porks have traditionally ottered 
exceptional programs by seasonal naturalists The 
Cass Scenic Railroad and the old mill town - his¬ 
toric subjects thot they are - call for a different 
spin Philip Bagdon is CSRR Stale Pork's Seasonal 
Historian A devotee ot Coss history for over 30 
years, Phil has contributed his extensive research 
to several publications and archives In 1976. while 
interviewing old-timers associated with the log¬ 
ging and railroad era, he resided in Cass and 
served as a CSRR train commentator 


South end of Uptown Main Street. 1908 

Cass Scenic Railroad Early Years 

7:30 p.m. -Saturday 

Meet in the Cass Community Center (Front 
Street) for this 60-minute slideshow featuring 
1964-69 period images by the late Vincent 
Bagdon: other views, narration by Phil Bagdon 
Celebrating long-gone views which made the CSRR 
so special during its first decade, this program 
investigates a rather unsung aspect of rail-related 
history. Journey back to the 1964-75 period and see 
the original equipment, old shop, intact mill, Shay 
No.7, Mower Lumber camp train cars, and more. 


There will be no programs on 
Tuesday and Wednesday, August 6-7 


Cere 


Cass Scenic Railroad 


CE 1 


. parK programs 101 < 

“ rimt k nracttced here You are asked to watch your step and keep tabs on all small 


A» grand heritage In a modern wrapper: The Cass Shops 


The Dead Line 








severf yea* the Cass Town Walk's pop- 
to grow Tha season's guide, Philip 
Segyr « *•. t ’•*' tiy The Cass history bug back in 
'Vbi v tcccnd v i# to the CSRR and has been 
•3*0c*e***; myt* trom *ea,«fy ever since; his grasp 
d the *r*e ►atvy a both insightful and entertain- 
r.- ***; tour i cased on personal research, with¬ 
out f e‘e*ence to previous town walk presentations. 


i the Tcv Of The 
w shops, visitors 
i being prepared 
been a favorite 
w action, former 
ie* No 6 steams 


L 


of Ro4«ry Regarding the Equal Opportunity 
To Uea Facibtiea and Participate In Programa 

« <1 the i/Mi of the Wmj /vgcwj DMston of Natural 
rw/iri to pvwM itt to'*'«*.. ocwnmodaltons. services 
and program*, to ol persons without regard to sex. race. 

• do« og* wfcjrn nov>ml origin, or disaMHy Proper 
krensei regretraion ond compfionce wHh official rules 
ona r&pJotrsr. ore the only sources of restrictions for 
locdity use or program parllcipalion 
The vrgwa Dm son of Natural Resources Is an 
equal opportunity employer 


Whittaker Camp No.l 


Cass: Where History Comes Alive! 



Now at Whlttakar Station 


Despite losing operation on the upper half of Ihe Cass Hill 
to January's flood (resumption of service to Bald Knob is 
expected in October), a memorable ride owaits you on the 
CSRR - to Whittaker Station, site of the new Whittaker 
Comp No. 1 display. Rail equipment and structures repre¬ 
senting various facets of West Virginia logging can now be 
inspected during the 20-minute stop. Monday through 
Fridoy, an interpretive tour is offered of camp cars and 
shanties, diesel loader, 4-wheel log train caboose and 
portable high-spar steam skidder. Whittaker Comp No.l is 
an on-going project which has involved thousands of 
volunteer hours by the members of Mountain State 
Railroad & logging Historical Association, a non-profit 
organization based in Cass. 


Diesel log loader al 
work near Anjean, 
Greenbrier County, 
in 1955 tor the 
Meadow River 
Lumber Co. 

Photo by Bernard Kern 
Courtesy Eric Mundy, 
from the MSRLHA 
1993 Calendar 




This Week At Cass 


Free Supplementary Programs 
3ass Scenic Railroad State Park 
Anniict IQ-96 1996 


Wk 


^Qss Scenic Railroad . . . Park oroarams fora different kind of West Virainio state park 





Railroad Park programs for a different kind of West Virginia state park 




mcrnnm* with •♦•am 


Explore an old lumber mill town 



Cass Town Walk 


Of TN> Morning Tour 


5:10 * - Mon, Wed, Thurs, Sun Yjr 

Meet on the Cass Country -kJLi? [ 

Store steps tor a 40-minute, | r ' ' 

halt-mile swing through the _ 

Cass was the headquarters 
and focus of one of the largest 

lumbering operations in the ,A., 

state. Learn about this isolat¬ 
ed industrial town's history, 
view its prominent structures, and hear about what life 
was like here 80+ years ago during the boom period. 

* These tours coincide with the Cass Showcase pro¬ 
gram's conclusion and are thus subject to a 5-10 
minute delay whenever a train returns late; kindly 
wail for your guide on the Cass Country Store porch. 


, - iune«r m*. once one of the 

do.** bandsaw and ptan.ng 
as \e<ond boo r to the logging opera- 
"" c-*ra* o# V'-»s**ng spruce pulpwood 

r- m - ux u to ihm *vd wo watch Shays being pre- 
rrxt ice the r *osc noting design Moving 
— Vm* cjrod '»ne we ook of a Heisier and Climax 
ocomcv^* men compare these geared engines 
-wc Stxovs Old a 2-8-0 rod engine 
at&ng nsxte 'he car shop, we enter a world 
^ fl tr hr"* ilnigtr No two days are the same 
rofe our man reoar fociify 
- JJX -u f - 6 2-on monster Shay. 'Big 6' lex-Western 
Vovcnd s undergoing final assembly after a Iwo- 
—w-tong heavy shopping Besides pausing to watch 
*t*t *r?r* <yi So 6. we inspect original 1905 Cass Shay, 
So 5 jyxJ ft* rather fascinating machining bay 
v>wng me day's octive power come to life and 
swicn the yard rounds out the tour. 

Behind-the-scenes Shop Tour, P.M. 

150 - Monday and Saturday 
•o' *-.ose j noble to 'earty-bird-it' (see above), this 
55 - -j*e war 'S a repeat program, except there 
re no Seamin', smokin' Shays. The tour is limited to 
'5 pair vigors, so please sign up at Ihe ticket office. 


South end of Uptown-. Main Street, f908 

Cass Scenic Railroad Early Years 

7:00 -Saturday 

Meet in the Cass Community Center (on Front 
Street) for this 60-minute slide presentation fea¬ 
turing images by the late Vincent Bagdon; other 
views and narration by Phil Bagdon. 

Celebrating long-gone views which made the CSRR 
so special during its first decade, this program 
investigates a rather unsung aspecl of rail-related 
history. Journey back to the 1964-75 period and see 
the original equipment, old shop, intact mill, Shay 
No. 7, Mower Lumber camp train cars, and more. 


About the cover... 

This gorgeous piece of art appeared 
for four years as the cover of the 
park's brochure, beginning in 1964. 
Technically accurate to the point of 
Intriguing hardcore 'gearheads,' it 
depicts the front end business side of 
Shay No. 5, one of the three surviving 
original locomotives to work here - 
and the oldest Ibuilt for West Virginia 
Spruce Lumber Co.'s Greenbrier 8. Elk 
Railroad In 1905). 


There will be no programs on 
Tuesday and Wednesday, August 20-21 


Cass Interpretive Programming 

t Virginia State Parks have traditionally ottered 
optional programs by seasonal naturalists. The 
s Scenic Railroad and Ihe old mill town - his- 
subjects that they ore - call for a different 
Philip Bagdon is CSRR Stale Pork's Seasonal 
orian A devotee of Cass history for over 30 
rs. Phil has conlribuled his extensive research 
everal publications and archives. m W^. while 
irviewing old-timers associated with Ihe tog 
3 and railroad era. he resided tn Cass and 
red as a CSRR train commentator 


‘ime of f tvs 1923 'compo- 
*o the second lumber 
mpfejr tdecriedly high- 
r its eat hod |ust been 
•fed ond was operating 
t doily ewepf Sunday 


phoK ond lop nabt from 
Loggma South Cheat 
utotor/cfthrSfiowshoe 
I andi by George Pefce 


nxc 


_. unrf of West Virginia 


state park 







Till h - SM Log Car Or* of 24 such cars donated 
■ CSRR m *972. Unrt:n fiver Lumber 'B-12' now 
and He 3 m« c«; oeow at Whittaker Camp No. 1 
reboot SM flatcar aeccneciy acquired c. 1957 by 
A Gave* R fl. from Cherry River Boom 
I . j-ce>- maa or* or several cars donated by Pittston 
Ooar Cc r r^ almost 20 years it served as a 
rre; excursion car Mora being retired 

naaead of conversion of wheels to refer bearing. 



Cars Dismantled or Destroyed 
(continued from inside) 

Mowor Lumber log flats (2). No. 127 and another car (num¬ 
ber unknown) were dismantled In 1970. 

Wood Combine. Bullalo Creek & Gauley X-15 (kitchen and 
dining car for worktrains); donated by Pittston Coal Co. In 
1967; elegant 1880s-era car which lost its roof and rotted 
down; remains of the car (partially burned) sit on the upper 
end of the Greenbrier dead line. 

Steel Combine. Buffalo Creek & Gauley X-16;formerly 
Pennsylvania & Reading Seashore Lines; porthole windows 
and open vestibule; acquired 1970; scrapped 1973. 

Steel Baggage Car. Buffalo Creek & Gauley X-17; same ori¬ 
gins/style as X-16; acquired 1970, scrapped 1973. 

50-ton A.A.R. Steel Hopper. Buffalo Creek & Gauley; 
acquired 1970, scrapped 1972. 

Work train water car. BAO X-1023, a steam tender mounted 
on a 40-foot steel flat; arrived 1966, scrapped 1972. 


■. Buff m the 1880s and believed 
c c* or Co at i Cora or Baltimore A Ohio ancestry, this 
'xcoar noa ra rear of tog trains out of Swandale 
Qey Gxrry; tor E* River Coal A Lumber and suces- 
•on - W V -cat Lumber and Georgia-Pacific Corp, 
>-raaac r ’>64 by G-P Used on railfan charters for 
•ever* r*n oopnaty rostered as No. 8. 

Oteeei Log Loader. Built by Meadow River Lumber 
r ' * •rwe c 1939 This beefy Tong tree' device was 
" “• 1970: « came to Cass in 1972. 

i Skidder Homebuiit from Lidgerwood 
ttby Meadow Rr tar Lumber Co. in 1944. Its service 
•rnati *r*n if faked bofer inspection in 1966; it came 
to Cae* ser years later Double-heading Shays brought 
frw Udgenwood to Whitaker n 1993 


L. 


Sources other than personal research: 

Arte Barkley George Defte, Danny Sekfomridge. 

Bud Cossef. John Cassell. Red McMillion 
Darrin SeMomndge. Woyne Cassef. Rex Cassell, 
•Ward Sparks, John IQIoran, George Fizer 


Cars Disposed To Other Railroads 
Steel combine. Baltimore A Ohio branchline model; last 
used in worktraln service as car X-4072; acquired in 1967 
(brought back from Strawberry Festival in Buckhannon); con¬ 
veyed to the Hocking Valley Scenic R.R. In 1972. 

Hospital Cars. An undetermined number of these U.S. 
Army cars (127), previously used on the Greenbrier River 
excursions from Cass to Ronceverte, were brought in by the 
local freight in 1976 and stored on the CAO siding above the 
water tower (today's Greenbrier deadline spur); removed 
prior to the CAO's closure in 1978. 

Mystery CAO Coaches. (3) Donated possibly as early as 
1962 for use on the excursion railroad (they would not take 
the curves but they were (reel); branchline-style coaches, 
not heavy weight; disposed during 1965. 


Cass Scenic Railroad . 


Cass Scenic Railroad 

Equipment Roster 

(All-time) 

by Philip Bagdon 
Seasonal Historian, 1996 
Cass Scenic Railroad State Park 



All photos by Philip V Bagdon 


Open Platform No. 5 was one of eight firsf-generatron excur¬ 
sion cars built from Mower Lumber flats: here in August 1968. 
it’s part ot the Bald Knob consist 

Excursion Car Fleet 

(There are 15 available excursion cars in 1996) 

No. 1. Standard Closed Platform. Converted Irom one ol 
the four Swandale logging flats In 1970 Into Bald Knob 
'cinder car (originally No. 12); received a root In 1993. 
Nos. 2-4. Bald Knob All-weather. Built Irom ex-Elk River 
Coal A Lumber steel logging Mats in 1967 as Nos. 13-15; 
renumbered in 1988. 

Nos. 5-8,11-13,15. 'Second-generation' Closed Platform. 
Former Meadow River Lumber B-series skeleton log cars. 
Nos. 9,14. End Units. BAO cabooses - 30-loot wood, 
steel frame, acquired by Buffalo Creek A Gauley (C-111 
and C-119). Donated by Pittston Coal In 1970. Lettering as 
they came to CSRR; C-111 for BCAG, C-119 for BAO). 
Retained original numbers until 1988. 

No. 10. Open Platform. Former Meadow River B-series 
skeleton log car. The last ot the "cinder cars." 

Cabooses 

Chesapeake A Ohio 90788. Standard wood model 
(reportedly 1926-type) donated In 1966. 

Meadow River Lumber 3. Standard CAO wood (1924): 
Meadow River Lumber Co., Rainelle (served one the last 
log train in W.Va.; donated by Georgia-Pacific In 1972; 
received top-to-bottom repair in 1996. 

Version 2.0 • September 1996 




Park programs fora different kind of West Virginia state park: 













MtVtlll too la |ia>ka<1 al Wrxltnkai Camp No 1 lot atotnga 
Navy rtalr.ara (.1) Two lltesa 40 loot ataal ti»tit>«llm»' ("OB' 
and 'On are active In wotklraln alluaUona (cribbing during 
May ivoe. ah: ) It, ay ala alto oceationaRy mntquainrjn on 
kwng Halt (luting talllan chatlart. Car *O0* tits on tha 
Catt yard daod Una with totted dock. 

Passenger Cars 

Dining Car. Chotnpaaka A Ohio *Frauncas Tavern'; bought 
by Jack Kano in 1904 and Installed on the old CftO house 
track tor operation as the Shay Inn; after the last-food 
restaurant closed, became Ihe Park Superintendent's office. 
Dining Car. Chesapeake ft Ohio 'Stuart House'; brought in 
by Jock Kane as addition to his Shay Inn around 1967; used 
as pari ol consist of Cass-Durbin excursions; since 1985 has 
served as storage space. 

Commuter Car*. (3) No. 960, No. [?]. and No. 81 "Romney"; 
all reportedy lormer Central ol New Jersey R.R. No. 960 and 
No. [7] came to Cass from the South Branch Valley R.R. in 
1982 (picked up from Durbin the same time as the BL-2). No. 
81 'Romney' ("yellow car*) was part ol the October 1985 
equipment shipment off the SBVRR. All used in 1984 and 
1985 on the Cass-to-Durbln excursions. No. 960 was modi¬ 
fied for excursion service sans windows, with a single two- 
sided bench extending the length of its Interior. 

Baggage Car. Norfolk ft Western Ry. Baggage and Railway 
Express; acquired by South Branch Valley (No. 6 ‘Fredon’); 
came to Cass in the equipment shipment of October 1985. 

Other Railroad Equipment 
American Log Loader. Originally steam-powered, built 
by the American Hoist Co. of St. Paul, Minn., for Elk River 
Coal & Lumber Co., Swandale, Clay County. Converted to 
diesel, date unknown. Later served ERCftLCo’s successors, 
W.M. Ritter Lumber Co. and Georgia-Pacific Corp. Donated 
in 1967 by G-P; trucked to Cass and placed on the ex- 
ERC&L flat which would become CSRR Open Platform No. 
1 in 1970 (see above); for years loader sat atop ex-Mower 
fiat car No. 110 before being moved to its present host car, 
ex-Meadow River skeleton B-10. Still used in work train situ¬ 
ations (May 1996 cribbing and September 1996 tree-fall). 
75-ton Steam Wrecking Crane. Industrial Brownhoist 75- 
ton, self-propelled model built for foreign military sen/ice; 
Government surplus, never operated except for boiler test; 
acquired Spring 1979; Heisler No. 6 ran to Durbin over the 
closed CftO Greenbrier line to pick it up at Durbin. 

CAO Kitchen Car No. X-999678. Work train cook car with 
sleeping quarters at one end. Acquired by South Branch 
Valley R.R.; later shipped to Cass In October 1985. Rusted 
and in bad condition on the Greenbrier dead line. 


River Boom ft Lumber In the late 1950s Donated by 
Pittston Coal Co. in 1970. For almost two decades they 
served as excursion cars before being retired instead ol 
conversion of trucks to roller bearing 
CSRR Closed Platform No. 110. One of two ex 
Chesapeake ft Ohio gondolas donated by Pittston Coal 
Co. in 1970 (operated by Buffalo Creek ft Gauley in CftO 
lettering); car frame was rusted. 

Canadian National Caboose. Wooden with end cupo¬ 
la. Known to be formerly owned by a rallfan; shipped 
from the South Branch Valley In October 1985. 

Cars Dismantled or Destroyed 
Original excursion cars. In 1974 there were three of 
eight original CSRR cars still available for service: 
Closed Platforms Nos. 3 and 22 (originally No. 2), and 
Open Platform No. 10. That year, retired cars were; Open 
Platforms No. 1 (railings and bench still on car), No. 5 
(railings and platforms removed, parts stored on deck). 
No. 6 (formerly operated with tool box and no benches, 
railings intact; shop equipment stored on deck; by 1976, 
railings had been removed), No. 7 (railings removed, 
parts stored on deck); Closed Platform No. 4 (sides, top 
and platform removed in 1972; destroyed by 1976). 
Today, all but two of the surviving cars are are unrecov¬ 
erable (numbers are unidentifiable) on the Greenbrier 
dead line spur. Open Platform No. 10 (which served 
between 1944 and 1960 as a Mower bunk car, converted 
lor excursion service In 1965; still available as a standby 
car in 1976) has rotted to the ground on the upper end of 
the Cass Yard car siding. 

Mower Lumber Bunk Car No. 418. Restored by 1967 
and operated on rallfan charters; neglect eventually rot¬ 
ted the car beyond recovery; destroyed around 1977. 
Mower Lumber Kitchen Car No. 417. Never operated 
on CSRR but In good condition into the 1970s. Like No. 
418, rotted away and was finally destroyed around 1977. 

Continued on back panel 


£-senes r; Thee* skeleton-style adapta- 
tera f V E E - tegnr sendee al Meadow River 
00 ■* *»-C*0 «etoars used as spacer cars 
'*+'*•■* Vang tree oadout). Research shows 
•• «**-• tv*# E-senes cars at MRLbrCo. 
'*• ;<er --ar-a r re '972 group from Georgia-Pacific (see 
*■' •* stored at the Frank tannery and have 

P**- * »*n.»ee her*. or Greenbrier dead line. 

Fmght Cars 

fence* dome oe tar* cars 2 CSRX 219 and 220; donat- 
rJ h* o< • waV'jr y, tg 72 , used off-road until 

S ’* Rwr>S Sr,ef% 2 and 3, placed out-of-service 

f® 1 <h# arc c/ So Ts operation her* m 1993. 
an** dome cftemfcaf car. WVAX316. acquired as U.S. 

suT** th Srj-jr Bear'- Valley, used for diesel fuel 
f*»g* #Mpped to Cess n 10-86. may be cleaned out and 
>*d as a *«y water supply car 

■try Boxcars *, Venderd 40-loot steel cars, all former- 
>nisd States Nevy Bureau of Ordinance (St Julians 
**• NAD/ boxcars Two cam* via the South Branch 
ii>e f R R v, I®;# lour additional cars were shipped In the 


4 10 - Saturday 


n walking 
it ting wrrf 


Vnd. Thurs. Sun 
Cass Country 


Moot on the 
Store stops 














Disposed To Other Railroads and Sites 

(continued from inside) 

Porter 0-4-0T No. 714. H.K. Porter Co., 1950 (c/n 8234); 
built for the U.S. Federal Security Agency for operation at St. 
Elizabeth's Hospital, Washington, D.C. (No. 4); in 1958 
transferred to inventory of Department of Health, Education 
and Welfare, then (sometime between 1965 and 1967) 
moved from St. Elizabeth's to the U.S. Army Transportation 
Corps at Ft. Eustis, Va. (No. 714); came to Cass as govern¬ 
ment surplus in 10-1972; never in steam here; shipped in 
1981 to Baltimore & Ohio Railroad Museum as pari of the 
trade for Shay No. 6; reportedly being repaired for sen/ice 
around the museum yard in Baltimore. 

GM-EMD BL-2 No. 7172. Diesel-electric road switcher built 
for the Western Maryland in 1948. Donated to CSRR in 
1982; used on raillan charters on the Greenbrier in the early 
1980s; shipped to South Branch Valley R.R. via the CSX 
connection at Spruce in 1991; plans call for the unit to be 
restored and operated. 

Locomotive Scrapped 

Shay No. 6 (c/n 1907, 1907). 65-tons‘; built for Lewisburg 4 
Ronceverte R.R.; acquired by Greenbrier, Cheat 4 Elk 
(Cass) in 1913, rostered as No. 6 (2nd); sold by Mower 
Lumber Co. in 1946 to Borgman Brothers for their Premar 
Coal Co.; originally used at No. 6. Monitor No. 1 Mine, West 
End (Tunnelton), then moved to Monitor No. 4 at Austen. 
After mine's closure, the enginehouse fell in on No. 6; 
severely damage. With sale price of $1,000, examined by 
CSRR and Bear Creek Junction R.R., but passed by due to 
location and engine condition, it was reported to be 
scrapped at the mine site in the summer of 1969, with parts 
to be sold to the Graham Couunty R.R.-Bear Creek Junction 
R.R. at Robbinsville, N.C. Eventually acquired by Dave 
Corbert and moved to a loading point along the old Baltimore 
4 Ohio at Tunnelton; a coal train derailment all but destroyed 
it; finally acquired by CSRR and shipped In gondolas, arriv¬ 
ing In 1978 (last incoming equipment brought in by the C40 
before closure. Scrapped in 1980; cylinders and trucks sit on 
cars up the Greenbrier deadline spur. 


Today At Cass 

3 Active Shays 
3 Inactive Shays 
t Inactive Heisler 
I Inactive Climax 
6 Inactive Diesels 


Sources other than personal research: 
Arne Barkley. George Deike. Danny Seldomridge. 
Bud Cassell. Darren Seldomridge. John Cassell. 
Wayne Cassell. Rex Cassell, Richard Sparks, 
John KiBoron. George Fizer 


Cass Scenic 

locomoYwe Roslei 

by Philip Bagdon 

Seasonal Historian. 1996 
Cass Scenic Railroad State Park 



All photos by Philip V. Bagdon 


Active and Shopped Power 

Shay No. 2 (c/n 3320, 1928). Pacllic Coast Model - 96 
tons'; superheated; the only PC built as a wood-burner; 
logic Influenced Its conversion lo oil before operation In 
British Columbia as Mayo Lumber Co. No. 4; then Lake 
Logging Co.. Ltd. No. 5, Western Forest Industries No. 5, 
and Railway Appliance Research (Vancouver Wharfs 
Limited) No. 114; acquired In 1970; made its debul In May 
1972; grates converted for coal burning In 1984. 

Shay No. 4 (c/n 3189, 1922). 70-tons'; originally Birch 
Valley Lumber Co. No. 5, Tioga (Nicholas County); 
involved in a runaway wreck which scalded four men to 
death in 1941; rebuilt at Cherry River Boom 4 Lumber Co. 
shops in Richwood; acquired In 1943 by Mower Lumber 
Co.; It was not only the last logging Shay here but also 
the first road engine of the Cass Scenic R.R.; in 1993 a 
thorough shopping was completed. 

Continued inside 


' Factory designations. Engine weigh more in 
operating condition (coal, water, toote. etc ). 


Vision 20-September 1994 









Climu No 0 (ton ISM, 1010) 70 tons', built by Climax 
locomotor* Works. Corry, Pa. lot th» Moore-Keppel Co 
(P*n<lo^)h County) and lost us«d to pull cool on the Middo 
Folk Railroad, nmvod here (1070) in ragged shape; a now 
bo>ter found In Canada combine* with the shop lorco's long- 
running merest in tackling this project to make the future 
bnghter than might be oxpected from Its derelict appearance; 
•t everything goes well. It may be on the road In 1990. 

Shey No. 36 (c/n 2804, 1916). 70 tons'; built (or an Alabama 
logging enterprise; spent about two decades In West Virginia 
- first with Raleigh Lumber Co. (Glen Morgan), then W.M. 
Ritter Lumber Co. (Oxley and Maben); In 1942, moved by 
Ritter to New River, Tennessee where It later hauled coal as 
Brimstone Railroad No. 36 (predecessor In 1965 was 
Bnmstone 6 New River); to Tennessee Valley Railroad 
Museum In 1967. then acquired by railfan George Kadelek, 
who arranged its move here in 1987; purchased In 1994; it 
has a good boiler but because ol size and age, likely to 
remain on the dead line for some time. 

Baldwin Rod Loco No. 612 (c/n 69858, 1943). Built for the 
U.S. Army Transportation Corp and operated at Fort Eustis. 
Va. as the ‘Johnny D. Burruss' until 1971; this 2-8-0 
'Consolidation' has never run here - until the 1985 flood 
which ended Durbin Runs, It was Ideal candidate as the 
water level route's future power. 


Disposed To Other Railroads and Sites 

Shay No. 1. (c/n 1519. 1905) 65 tons; bun tor GW 
Huntley Lumber Co.. Ronceverte. the same year soto to 
Flint. Ervmg and Stoner Lumber Co.. Thomwood. then to 
North Fork Lumber Co.. Nottingham, acquired by the 
Greenbrier. Cheat & Elk in 1915 in a deal involving tie 
trade of original Cass Shay No. 1 (42-ton. two-truck 'Old 
Barney"); distinctive in its 1957 paint job (Chinese Red 
cab and tender, dark green boiler jacket); on standby at 
the time of the 1960 closure; worn wheel-flanges kept it 
out of service after use as pusher engine in 1963; con¬ 
veyed in 1980 to Baltimore & Ohio Railroad Museum as 
part of the trade for WMRy No. 6; on static cSsplay. 

Shay No. 3. 80 tons, c/n 3233, built Lima 9-26-23 for 
Hofius Steel & Equipment Co. (Lima's dealer in Seattle; 
sold to Independence Logging Co.. Independence. 
Wash., then Mount Emily Lumber Co. (No. 1). LaGrange, 
Ore.; donated to Oregon Historical Society; in 1970 
leased to CSRR for 20 years; returned in 1993; In oper¬ 
ation on the City of Prinevllle Railroad, Prineviile. Ore. 


r shopping removed It 

sow ter tor Ut ce*<aGrg seasons, reassembled, 
r tort a 1 Ksfjtt cn to* upper shop track for final 
•: X «rd tossed on 9-21 end 9-24 (first run up 

relvtoWs toast pervxkcaKy 

ft* ct Service Steam Power 
* >929 VJ tons'; one of the largest 

yw *l sy “»«*tof ot Erie. Pa .; originally served 
cto srd Owy Products o i New Bethlehem, Pa., 


Continued on back panel 


Diesel-electric Units 

No. 20. General Electric 45-ton switcher built In 1941 for the 
U.S. Navy; acquired as surplus in 1978; first ‘shop goat’; out 
of service since 1986. 

No. 34. G.E. 65-ton switcher. U.S. Navy; acquired as gov¬ 
ernment surplus, shipped from South Branch Valley R.R. in 
10-85; used for a few years as a ‘shop goat'; out of service 
since 1995. 

Nos. 16 and 17. Alco S4. Built for Baltimore & Ohio; 
acquired by South Branch Valley R.R.; shipped to Cass in 
10-85; never operated. 

Nos. 26 and 27. GM-EMD MRS-1 foreign service road 
switchers; U.S. Army Transportation Corp., Fort Eustis, Va.; 
delivered to CSRR in July 1976 with hospital cars (were 
/here three?), subsequently moved to South Branch Valley 
R.R. before the CSO closure In 1978; returned to Cass in the 
movement from SBVRR originating of 10-85. 


Locomotive (ex-U.S. Army), March 1975. 


Porter 0-4-0 


-42), SBVR 229. 
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(ASS MOM ROOMING IWh 
11tli Annual 


The community of Cass wlcomes you ho 
our I I fh annual homecoming celebration 
People of all ages have Joined in Ihe fun in fhe 
pasf years, and we have worked hard to con- 
hnue rhis fradlhon. 

This 'down home" good rime is sup¬ 
ported entirely by donations and the effort of all 
volunteer commiffe. Your suggestions and ocn- 
tibutitons are greatly apprecitated. 

THANKS 

We would like to thank all of the business and 
individuals for their contributions and support. 


CONTACTS & COMMENTS 
Any suggestions and ocmments can be re¬ 
ferred to any member of our ocmmittee: 
Darrell Turner - President 
Katrina Deflbaugh - Treasure 
Cathy Ribble - Secretary 
Terry Ribble Lefty Meeks 

□an Deflbaugh Wanda Halterman 


Stan Beafore 
Usa Hubbert 
Joe Warder 
Brenda Thomas 


Dave McMillion 
Gail Vanderander 
Tonya Warder 
Mary Perkins 



Printed By 

POCAHONTAS COUNTY 
TOURISM COMMISSION 
I -800-336-7009 




I lTIl ANNUAL 
CAMS HOMECOMING I IK* 


* Pagenl for Prince A rrl B ,„ 7:00n m 

Cass Fire Hall (age's 5-*) 

Prize Games Free for all ages 7:J0pm 

Community Center (Donations ezceptedj 

5 The Great Cake Walk 7:30pm 

Community Center Parking Lot or Fire House in case of n 

i Registration 

10:00am -3pm Fire House 


Start the day of fun for the young and the young at heart 
Located at the Fire Douse 

Pet Show 10:00am 

With small household deomestic pets 

Games 10:00am 

Dunking Booth, Fish Pond, Egg Toss, Egg & Spoon Relay, Water Balloons 
Shoe Race, Water melon Ealin Contest, Watermelon Seed Spitting Contest 

Bazaar 10:00am 

Fire House (set up 8:00am) 

Antique Car Show and 

Fire Truck Display 11:00am 

Fire House 

The Second Annual Cass Parade 1:00pm 

Magic Show 2:00pm 

Puppet Show (following the Magic Show) 
Community Center 

Registration Table will Continue 4:00pm-0:20pm 

Community Center 

Crowing Ceremonies of the Queen and King 5:00pm 

Community Center 

Dance Live -Music 7:00pm 

Bigger and Better 

June 28 Church with Gospel Sing 10:00am 

Cass Methodis Church 

Final Registration 11:00-12 noon 

Community Center 

Buifet Dinner 

■ Don't forger to bring your dinner ticket or you wdl be charged $5.00 
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JuBnitu 5, Dilley 
PouBhontBB county 
Chapter 6 Religion 


Crbb Methodist Churches 

The Methodist class of the M. ]£. Church South *bb 
organized in 1903 hy the Key. John Mcllell of the Greenbank 
circuit. J /io not have the date when the U. IS. clnsB was organized, 
but it was soon after the above date. Ho church was built in 
Cass until in 1920 when the Presbyterians built theirs, for four 
yea*s this church was used by the Methodists, too. x inelly Bome 
of the Presbyterians objected to the Methodists using the church, 
and decided to charge them ^15. per Sunday or v25. for two 
Sundays per month. They soon decided that they could not afford 
to pay this amount, and that it would he best to huild a church 
of their own. 

The M» i£. members withdrew first end in 1924 built 
The First Methodist Church on the east side 4>f the river. The 
deed for the lot was given on February 20, 1924 by Dr. Allen 
burner and Mebel turner his wife, parties of the first part, end 
J. P. omith, H. 0. Blackherst, and A. G. Hardharger, trustees of 
the First Methodist church of cass. For ^400. cash lots 6 and 7 
in block 1. "How therefore this deed witnesseth, the trustees 
of said church herein mentioned and their sucessors in office 
shall at no time prohibit the doctrines of Sanctification as 
taught hy John and Charles Wesley, the founders of uethodietisn." 

A little later in that same year the Ll. J$. South members 
also withdrew from the church, and the deed for the lots were 
given by William V. Hiner and Grace C. Hlner his wife, to 
c. P. Gillispie, J. Vi. Bible, Koy Cook, Burk McCarty, J. Hobbs 
Hose, n. H. Brown, unrkrood Gum, L. S. Cochran and Yiillinm Siple, 
trustees, for the sun of *>1,800. a lot or po-cel of land in Cass 







the ioni ««- - 1P . nd Pnper uo for 

th * "* ° f «" “• *. Church. South. 

ln W39 theec two churches were united, end the U. 2. Scuth 
"ch Is used for preaching purposes. The U. 2. ohurch Is still 
used for Sunday school. 


a here are 155 members of this united church. 

*he rewards are u. P. Gllllsple. u. Bible, hoy Peeked “? 
•oer. a. 0. Blackherst. a. R. Louie ml lk la the supt. and the 
teachers are J. W. Jack, Mrs. Myrl Brvln, Mrs. 0. P. Gllllsple, 
C. P. olllispie, Mrs J. H. Rose/.arren Shiflett, and Audre 
McPherson, Burk McCarty is the Sec. and Treas. 

Mrs. Charles Sheets Is the Pres, of the Vlonens Society 


of b'hristain Service 
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-- ter 6 - section 2 

‘-’ass Presbyterian church 
uass. In -occ.hor.tas Countv h.. , 

teen the center of nn ertensl , ' " Unber " 

. ”° Ve lumber lauustry, end a con- 

;; e unoimt of Proiuccd la thls aree . 

• ‘ he ° ltl2enShlP ° f °« 13 unusually cosmopolitan In char- 

acter. 

Che first Presbyterian services In Cass tore conducted 

l-cnu in-rlin, then pastor cf the liberty and 
->axter Churches, in iq ,n 

* in 19u0. ne organized a .unday ochool in 

:te school house at this f*np - 

* ne nd the Pleaching services 

r.ere also conducted here. 

It teas in 1603 that „sa D. Watkins, a student at the 
Uhlcn Theolorl cel -ewinary at Bichnond, Virginia, was sent to 
Cess by the Hone idssion Committee to preach durinc the 
smarter vacation. -e saw the need of a church there end af¬ 
ter his graduation proceeded to carry out his idea u y hard 
and systematic work. With the aid of j. 8 . Lnthets, the 
late lemuel B. nannah and other prominent men in the Creen- 
- lstriot * enou Sh money was raised through loans end 
subscription to start the church buildin s which, when com- 
-leted m 1604, was dedicated by dev. Henry ... HoLaughlin. 

.0 " £ s -atkins Should co the credit of making this church 

9 :ii t-.-..-yt:-.ihy from roisin s the money to e=- 
■° *° l ^ e ^Obstructing which he superintended 
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and aided. 

"Professor rt sa ±j „ + , . 

. „ , , “° tkins ° f Kempasn Sidney collere 

and formerly a pastor of this 

cember 17. Ma8 .. “* SUdden ^ ° D «<- 

As time passes and many new churches come into this 

o “* '■■'° rShlP 201 - ° comfortable end beautiful church 

bullring, and its affairs ere organi-ed end 

LU1Ue(1 £ nd Governed by 

capable Christian men and nomen. it should be remembered that 
it was ..ss ..atkans, a ministerial student, oho came to Cess 
at vacation time, and conducted services in whatever build- 
ins *** procurable and ministered to the needs of its peo¬ 
ple. It v.as he who saw the need of a church in this town 
when practically no one else did, and working alone, raised 
money through direct subscription and loans, whereby the nu¬ 
cleus of the present building was erected and furnished. 

"~e hired the men to do the work and did a good bit of it 
himself. It was he who induced the members of the Pres¬ 
byterian church who had moved to Cass, to procure their 
letters in order that a congregation night' be organized, 
it was . e who noderated the first congregational meeting 
at which tine the organization was nade complete. In 
fact, it r.aa through the persistent end untiring efforts 
of ..as ..atkir.s that the movement was started that cul- 
l.-.ated in the present organization, and that has brought 
nany sould to Jhrist. 
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.•h. ,ooa Tor the lot. to this church ... *.*. on „ ug . 

. . 

.ilototan, J. o. i..aU*ovvs and ti o . 

• uroh, aubloot 

- to the following reservations 

834 rC8trl0UOn8: «“* lot ® «. to ,0 uced for u, pur- 
? 0 38 o f maintaining thereon a house for civic. worship or 
. ocher buildings ror strictly religious purposes. should 
the parties or the second part or their successors in orrice 
evei a bundon use or said premises ror such purposes or with¬ 
in forty rears from tnls dote attempt to dispose of said 
... ..os .0 0.,.ers to be used for other then religious 
.urposea, the title of the ssid premises ahull revert to 
t -d . ;ty of i:.e first part. 


• : ' 9 Joss 91 osbyterian Church was organised with s 

. 

.he nr.ta of the charter members that I fcuve been eble to ret 
ere: 


.. . “tndolph :.rs. v.. F. aiidcrson 

t: - 1 •• rs * J * iahti.ev.s " !j. B. i.ethken 

-r. ...: Jfi. J. *r uokle " S. L. Clark 

• • v •• • - 1 -* isi. trick 

a... :. . £icnj, . . Conrad 

A luow Lra. * T . Kill «ilsoa) 

* ’ * ....... 

1 ^ elder® und wi*• ^rbuokle, cn- 



* . 

...tM,. . , WtrI ° h - ««=oo„s. 

——• - «... 

-l-rty Uhurcfc at Sroeob** ^ ° f ° ho “ f«=ehed at 

“ 6t " ° n, asnt to* " ' ;htrCh " 

f SJre “ at8 »• ««« -butch froth-, '***'*- ««»yta ry to 
* h * 9roaia * >««S aede that i- :•* Uberty “ 4 *“««>* u dutches, 
iatsr. i'he request Bas ... t ^ iu '- ort 1 f »U tine mln- 
su :J ested. ; 3 , " - ;lte4 «* —• -re« ... uru „ 

U, ~ eai 6t6ly C^U ed> Ki- 

tc-u able indeed. e . io se *vices r.ere 

UCnt £ la ^e number «r 

" L£6 ° lMroh »= one of lt ' I,tW ^ btrs 

preachers. coring hls „. „ ' ^ eetest BSstore eo4 

***** and enlarged. ” tOK,t# *"* ChUr ° h bull41n S 

■“ ° 0r " er St0De 0f *18 building Ms lai . . 

.iconic brand -odqe of .. eat V ir E i nla ", ‘ ° 7 

- — — ^zr er ' 

***** the evening sermon " S 

~ -aon. .2 or aanv vesr<? +■ ^ ■ 

--- Seen out of debt. CtiSS “ hur <* 

-11 denonlnations used the t> 

« a nuisber of .-ears. ^asb,teria„ uh.urch 

... /*’ *“•« ”"«« »*>•«... 

“ *■ “* '»*«“•« 1. B». I, ... w , ul 

: . ■ 

‘ teX6a hat atne /nsr 

. Er- cr cost of -he church 

efS “actroyed ct .he tlr.e of the fire. 
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/ha roll of , t f 

J ills toru or t ]. n /. 

la a follow*j 080 ^eubyterltn Ohuroh 

* a! - ->• -ftkina, ^ 

. Dt-ln lt0i-XV07 

Iii07-ll>l0 

* • w » “*e.inIson 

^ouls .. K, lly UUHMXM 

**« - 1V1S ' 1Wlb 

lS'le-li29 

a f. r'harr 

lCw9- present 

' ° r /0UnS *"•*• *«• oity oburebes ln ttu 

. 

This cure, he. enjoyed a „ aser „ Mv6 : 

' 

. cl .11 ;• of . clont. 

-«■ >.byt»rlsn 0 ;.urob has u the pent laminined 
»,!, in ooitain nearby lunboring aottleaents. notably 
■ “sywooa, but these i.tv« I't-cn discontinued ns 
' • I-*, oporotiona in ,,.000 cattle:,cr.ta hove closed end 

■ 

- ■•'•bar of active ..oners ln the ohuroh’s eamoe 
' 

. 

... 
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^ctuontoa county 


e -*ev. Ler.ls jlvIg 

** 9 now sorvinfr < 

, in. 

* r 16 &tin>a ere hel •• 

at ‘ e - arQ saat time i n the lr ^ den ° I:iim ' tions ho ^ services 

t--'iun w .. ur -v. 

: « 

——- ^r:—- 

, i, .iunu. Pharr Ut * 1 “ emlnary “ —- 

' “ ch nd 118 -***••*« — rl ai uturoh ct :;•* xr “ byt " u » 

tea .ass church. " ^ " il!e ne ” S ' lero o44ea t0 

~ -<aily Vacation Bible 

. * *° h001 v ' aa conducted in our 

ch-rch unaer the direction of - e v. -,itn nn - 

Itn^on from the Seminary 

4 Sa0ad ' The school opened July S " ls 40 u ns 
. _ 1040 continued 

thro Jill -my 33 th. itev. j. p. Pharr end the folloting 

7^ " #0?1 * BSSiSted " lth thls -»«ol. Evelyn Fox, Patrice 

3 fl0khUr3t ’ " IaeStine K8ari0k > Vierlng, end Ti m Pharr. 

^ Ch /ear thiS - ChUrCh sends Q e rcu P Of young people to 
can P a nd conference. 

~“ e present _lders are: 

*• C. iilckell 

chafer 

• • ... onith 


... -ox 
jJtckhurst 



Pooo, ‘°ntii 0 County 

li* Uoyer 
- Huff 
**• **uncan 
*>eaco;:3: 

J- iUrkpatrick 

•»• G. koss 
C. k. Ltover 
3. Rickman 
3uy Palluan 
luther B. Jones 

The j unday -ehool enrollment at the preaent time Is 
one hundred thirty-three. 

Tne Young Peoples League organized an outpost Sunday 
-chool at jeer Creek eith an enrollment of tuenty. Harold 
rickell served as the 3upt. of this junday -ohool until re- 
cently .'hen he went to work in another town and l.lr. . k. 
o ith, - , r. f la now -.upt. This wunday Cchoo} is now self- 
supporting. 

I have been unable to find any record of the first 
or.en*a societies in the Co3s Church. The ,.onen of the church 

• i*: 11 ary j inn of worship, 
-he folio, vine is a list of the presidents of the .auxiliary to 
late: 

i-±ra. J. £>. Kannah 
'•rs. i<. Clark 
' ra * • J» ileneely 
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^>lrs. j. h. lloyor 

l^rs. a. Karanen 

::iS ' J - Aaffer 1929 to torch 1930 

^S. T. L. Duncan IS30-19 32 

iDrs. J. ii. Hannah 1932-1934 

v . Fox 1934-1936 

la’s. w. L. Ralston 1936-1938 

Hrs. T. miller 1938-1940 

The overage enrollment for the ten years is fifty-four 
numbers. The largest number on roll at any one tine is 
sixty-one. The smallest was fifty. 

The enrollment this year is forty. This is because of 
so man y members moving away. The following ore the officers 
for 1940-1941: 

President - Mrs. W. T. Miller 

Vice-President- I.lrs. W. L. Ralston 

Secretary- Llrs. T. «i. Lenealy 

Treasurer- I.lrs. L. B. Jches 

Historian- llrs. J. »<*. Keyser 

In 1934, a Business ..omens Circle was orraninea with 
twenty-six members on roll. They pay a definite part of the 
budget each year. This year the amount is fifty dollars. 

_ach year the auxiliary sends from two to four young 
people -o the Conference at Lev.isburg. This year four young 
people were sent to camp. For five years they sent or.e del- 
*o . v-. synodical ininr -chool. For tv.o years two 
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a»le 3 ates ».ere .ent to this school. 

—aoh year since 19 ^r +u 

fror th * 6 axillary hoa adopted a child 

orphsuase (to the extent of haying his clothes). 

-St year *28.36 uas spent for outfitting the orphan. ' 

-t Thanksgiving tine each year a large box of canneu ■ 
•fruit is sent to the -avls-otuart school. .t Christmas time 

"‘“■ e ‘ S 0f fruit . toys ana clothing ore sent to the needier 
families in the conmunity. 

-soh year the ledies read a book on Home Llissicns and 
one on .oreign x..issions. Special classes are held for dis¬ 


cussion of these books. 

Cnee during the year there are study classes of et 
least 0ive hours of intensive study of some Book or Theme or 


the Bible. 


In 1.36 a plan was suggested in the church whereby 
each person read a certain portion of the Bible each day. At 
the end of the year many had read their Bible through. liow 
each roman follows the auxiliary suggestion for daily Bible 
reading. 

The auxiliary stresses tithing. Last year there were 
twenty-one tithers reported in our auxiliary. 

;or an example of the money expended by the auxiliary 
in one year, the following v;as for the year April 1, 1938 to 
•prll 1, 1935: 
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budget - 

Cpeoial Bonevoloncos 
opeoial of ft;ring’s — 

-•ociol oervioe -- 

Current -ocponses- 

Miscellaneous- 


vl96.00 
80.00 
05.78 
51.06 
78.52 
29.75 


Total 


507.11 


^he auxiliary paid fifty dollars per year for three 
years to the Ministers' Annuity Fund. In 1935 it paid ^161.52 
to paint the manse and church. 


In the past few years we have lost five members of the 
-auxiliary by death and many members have moved away, making 
our enrollment at the present time forty members. Despite this 
fact, v.e have not reduced our budget and have been able to go 
over-the-top each year and have contributed to the causes as 


usual. This year we also contributed material for draperies 
to be used in the homes of Missionaries in Africa where our 
own -*lice Hannah is serving as teacher of missionaries 1 
children. 


Incarnation: Church on the ..estern ••nters - Courtney 

Mr. J. 3 . Mathews, Bridgeport, Conn. 

Mrs. J. ... Keyser 

The .Oman's *u::iliary was organized in July 1523, but 
id n r join the Mresbyterial until 1&E8, 










» are tak ing up. Whatevii growth there may be in atmospheric 

CO2 comes from those regions, and it is so documented in Science . 


* N 0rt h America’s dynamic forest and vegetative base is holding its 
I world CO 2 emissions to ZERO, and making an enormous 
I environmental contribution to the world. North America is NOT 
guilty of creating a C0 2 /Global Warming problem, and it must not be 
coerced into subsidizing the colossal cost of correcting a perceived 
f environmental problem which it is not causing. North America has a 
record of C0 2 control unmatched by any other region of the world. 


I am honored to have been a part of your Centennial celebration, to 
have taken this journey through our early and intertwined roots, and to 
have been able to share two perspectives with you which I feel need to 
be widely recognized and positively publicized. 


Ladies and Gentlemen of Cass, 1 thank you, I salute you, and I wish 
you the very best of good fortune in the next 100 years! 



f REMARKS BY JOHN A. LUKE 
CASS CENTENNIAL CELEBRATION 
MAY 26, 2000 


£ Introduction 

i 

As I stand here with you today, I think back to the early days, 100 
years ago, of West Virginia Pulp and Paper (now Westvaco) and the 
birth of this community of Cass. I think of our interwoven histories, 
our challenges, the accomplishments of the last Century, and of its 
I people and their vision and determination. 


I plan to try to capture that century in a capsule and then touch on two 
perspectives formed from that period and its forests. Each has an 
environmental basis, and each is terribly important today. 

Looking back 100 years, we see the Lukes of that period with their 
mill up on the Potomac River, then 10 years old, and thriving with the 
technology they had developed to prove that pulp could be made 
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' profitably from wood and driving the industry from one based on rags 
to one based on wood. This was of enormous importance to 
Westvaco, to the paper industry, and to the economy of the country. 

f 

The forests of West Virginia had been selected for this venture 
because of their vast stands of spruce, an ideal raw material for that 
early papermaking, even though it was a species already under heavy 
pressure from active and aggressive logging. 

As that first mill grew, the company decided to expand with the 
construction of a second mill in Covington, Virginia, as well as 
ventures in Davis and Parsons. With this program prudence dictated 


\ 


! 


an assured supply of spruce, and so, some 70,000 acres of timberland 
were purchased in this area to meet that < 


land, a railroad which would eventually 
of Cheat Mountain was built. And, to < 


emerging need. To log this 
extend to 81 miles and the top 


»complement its pulpwood 
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I 

produce finished lumber—and so, was bom this community of Cass, 
named then for Joseph K. Cass, a Westvaco officer, an investor in the 
company, and member of the family from whom a mill in Tyrone, 
Pennsylvania, had just been purchased. 

The Town of Cass and Westvaco flourished together for the next 30 
years or so, until a couple of things happened. The spruce forests of 
the State had been harvested to virtual depletion, and the Great 
Depression hit. 

No longer able to secure spruce in adequate quantity, Westvaco had to 
learn to make paper all over again—this time from the natural mix of 
local Appalachian hardwoods. As it conquered this challenge, the 
company retreated from the Cass area and concentrated on the lower 
cost, but technologically difficult, resource growing so abundantly and 
•o close to its point of consumption. This meant that the Pocohantas 
County lands had become strategically less important in the 1940s and 
thus available for sale to Mower Lumber. Westvaco would rely on a 



■ different source of fiber and put the capital invested in these 
other uses. With the sale to Mower, Cass and Westvaco went their 
! separate ways in search of their futures. 

But, Westvaco was not to leave West Virginia as its mills at Luke and 
Covington continued to flourish and once again needed wood from 
further afield. It had been actively buying West Virginia wood on the 
open market for local mill delivery, but by the mid-1950s, it had again 

' emb3rked °” 3 ' 3nd acquisi,l0n P ro gr™ which would lead to the 
375,000 acres it now owns and manages so intensively in this State. 

To the casual observer, this might appear to have been a circular 
strategy on the company’s oart h,„ ■ r ■ 

P "y s part, but m fact, lt was a wholly new and 

very different strategy_careful?,, 

carefully conceived and carefully - 


support today’s needs 


executed to 


and tomorrow’s. And 


together again 100 years later 


so, here we are back 


s *iJJ traveling our 


-warm friends, and with each of us 


ereative and determined 


own road, with Westvaco full 


of admiration for the 


manner in which the wonderful 


People of 


r o 
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Cass have faced and overcome their challenges in the very best of 
American tradition, and with Westvaco also in full admiration of the 
mighty forest resource in this area, even though it is a vastly different 
4 one than 100 years ago. 

i 

This very brief time capsule now brings forward the two 
environmental- and forest-based perspectives which I mentioned 
earlier and which I now want to share. 

* 

The first deals with the popular environmental ideal of Sustainable 
Forestry. In this country we have a large, diverse, and productive 
forest base. It is more vast and more productive than it was 100 years 
ago, and even 75 percent as large today as it was 400 years ago 
despite our enormous national growth in population and development 
over those years. Not only has the size of the nation’s forest been 
•table for the last 100 years, but the volume of wood per acre has also 


! 
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increased very substantially. In fact, 
percent faster than it is being harvested. 


wood is today growing 35 


f This has all happened for a variety of reasons. Importantly, forest 
conversion to eropland leveled off in the 1920s, and forest fire loss 
has been reduced from levels approaching 50 million acres per year in 
the early 1900s to around 2 million today. Trees are being planted at 
astounding rates—some 400 or more for every child bom in this 
f country, and increasingly intensive forest management is 
demonstrating its enormous value. In short, our forests in America 
today are showing a remarkable recovery from earlier centuries when 
they contributed so much to our early development. Can we sustain 
‘ the forest base that has and is contributing so much? Yes, WE CAN, 
and yes, WE ARE sustaining this dynamic and renewable resource. 




And that fact is more than amply demonstrated right here in this 


rc. ,.n as we look about at your magnificent forest today and reflect 
on the extraordinary contributions it has consistently made over its last 





100 years. The same is true for the entire state of West Virginia. It 
may be hard to visualize, but most of West Virginia was severely 
harvested around the turn of the century. Yet today, the state sustains 
a vital part of the global forest industry along with a marvelous tourist 
industry based on its forests, water, and wildlife. 

Lest anyone rest on any laurels, let me state emphatically that the job 
is far from done. Sustainable Forestry is essential for our nation’s 
future needs and potentials, but sustainability doesn’t mean just 
maintaining the status quo. It means assuring that healthy, dynamic 
forest ecosystems flourish in support of the needs of each new 
generation. While the national report on Sustainable Forestry is 
positive, there is far too little consistency in practiced sustainability 
across the country. 

America is continuing to dedicate ever more forest land to limited use 
purposes, and a largely urban public opinion does not appreciate the 
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higher demand for our nation’s wood products. This means that we 
i will have to leam to grow trees as fast, and as economically, as the 
best of our world competition. Brazil and Indonesia—and I do not 
mean their rainforests—are powerful examples of what is being done 
as they grow hardwood four times faster than our Appalachian 
* hardwoods and pines twice to three times as fast as our most 
productive pine plantations. These cold facts go straight to thee 
economic heart of the competitive strength of our forest resource, and 
the world market is uncompromising. Sustaining our forests through 
this century to meet the needs of the next requires that they not only 





problem. My objective today is not to debate Global Warming as fact 
or fiction, or as perilous or not. Rather, it is to dispel the notion that 
just because North America is a very large generator of carbon 
dioxide, that it must also be a very large contributor to C0 2 in the 
world's atmosphere and, therefore, Global Warming—NOT TRUE, 
based on work by scientists from Princeton, Columbia, and the 
Federal scientific agency known as NOAA, and which was published 
in the distinguished journal Science in 1998. These findings, little 
noted by the media, were based on comparisons of the level of C0 2 in 
the atmosphere coming to our West Coast and the level of C0 2 in the 
atmosphere leaving our East Coast on the wings of the prevailing 
wind flow across the continent. NO increase in C0 2 content in the 
atmosphere leaving our shores was found—ZERO contribution to the 
rest of the world. PERIOD. The study determined that North 
America is taking up all the C0 2 it is generating, while the rest of the 
world -primarily Eurasia and North Africa and, secondarily, the 
Tropics and Southern Hemisphere arc releasing far more C0 2 than 
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North America’s dynamic forest and vegetative base mg 

wor ,d CO: emissions to ZERO, and making an enormous 
environmental contribution to the world. North America is NOT 

guilty of creating a OVGlobal Warming problem, and it must not be 
coerced into subsidizing the colossal cost of correcting a perceived 
environmental problem which it is not causing. North America has a 
record of C0 2 control unmatched by any other region of the world. 


I am honored to have been a part of your Centennial celebration, to 
have taken this journey through our early and intertwined roots, and to 
have been able to share two perspectives with you which I feel need to 
be widely recognized and positively publicized. 


i 


Ul.cs snd Gentlemen of Cass. I thank you, I salute you, and I wish 
you the very best of good fortune in the next 100 years! 
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t«u)rv. Itir i ani|'lx-|U of 
I Una. hikI Birch Valley 
Ltimber Company, as well 
■* hrdrr-Curtln Lumber 
Company of Webster 
County. The WV Midland 
Rjilro.iil out of Webster 
Springs with George 
Jackson as depot agent, 
Wamck Gum as engineer 
and Porter Cochran as 
conductor on the daily 
passenger train out of 
Web6tcr Springs meeting 
the passenger train out of 


of blowing the whistle foi 
railroad crossings, cows or 
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• j . ^Company ul UnraMton. 

grind, the wheels grab the Virginia iWomcM .bo 
trucks, and it was to birch, oak, beech and 


the railroad tracks, as they Clarksburg, Richwood. number of oaks covered 

passed their girlfriend's Holly Junction or Webster Cheat Mountain A 

house, and a super whistle Springs. Seventy-five years standard gauge railroad to 

ns they passed grandma's or ago, this sort of scene was Leatherback Creek, and 

grandpa's house. commonplace, steam over Cheat Mountain to 

The steam locomotive. engines were everywhere, Shavers Fork, complete 
the high wheel, high speed passenger trains, log trains, with the present two 
steam passenger engines coal trains, branch lines, on switchbacks to achieve 
always spun their wheels schedule, carrying Kansas 1,600 feet elevation gjun. a 

when pulling out of the wheat, coal, lumber and rail connection between 

station in Cowen, Rich- excursions to ball games, Dr. Coffer’s town of old 

wood, and Camden, as world fairs, inaugurations spruce and new spruce, and 


Richwood on its way to Bloomer Green said all 
Clarksburg; the people aboard and the black 
gathered at the depots at smoke billows 100 feet 
Holly Junction, Cowen, into the air, it puffs and 

The West Virginia 
Midland Railroad 

May 6, 1965 pulls out of the yard at 

For those who love Palmer (now Sutton Dam) 
trains such as the old Shay headed for Webster 
and Climax and those who Springs, WV. 
knew the West Virginia Continued On Page 3 


of presidents, governors, Cass, 
state and other events. So, Spruce, the coldest and 
Cass Scenic Railroad still the highest town (3,853 
carries sounds, scents and feet) in the eastern U S. in 
sights of steam powered 1909, 36 million board feet 
transportation which has of lumber went throu^t the 
yielded to airports and big band sawmill of Spruce 
super highways. Cass and 40 railroad cars of 
revives memories of-steam peeled pulp wood, left Cass 
railroad transportation. for the paper mill in 
The history of the Cass Covington, Virginia and 
Railroad is tightly the paper mills of the 
entwined, with local paper eastern VJ.S. 
and lumber industries. A As the timber supply 
century ago, massive stands Continued On Page 3 


i35sx£!£& 86 Miles From Flatwoods 


along the old right of way 
up and down Holly River 
on a misty night and 
imagine hearing an engine 
whistle or a signal echoing 
down from the years that 
are long gone. As the years 
go on, fact and* fiction 
blend into one indispen- 
sible mass of pleasant 
memories of chugging 
engines, neatly kept 
passenger cars, the familiar 
"all ' aboard” by Porter 
Cochran as the train finally 


To Cass Scenic Railroad 


by Sheriff Given 
Going north, going 
south on Interstate 79 to 
get to Cass, you get off the 
interstate, exit 67, take 4 
and 19 north !4 mile to Bill 
Squires Mountain Lanes 
Convention Hall, and 
Lloyd's Restaurant and 
Motel. When leaving 
Interstate 79, you turn 


south on 4 and 19, 
McDonalds and Dairy 
Queen, and the screaming 
eagles and Braxton County 
High School, pass Laurel 
Court Motel, Marlowe's 
Restaurant, to the Go-Mart 
and country convenience 
store. Buy, or they will give 
von a Sheriff Given Cass 
Scenic Railroad Special 


Newspaper. Take State 
Route #15, mile to 
Cogpr's Restaurant, where 
you can get something to 
eat at a reasonable price. If 
you have ever been 
connected with the logging 
or timbering industry, you 
should feel at home. You 
may think they aw rsiking 
Continued On Psge |4 
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The Cass (West Virginia) Scenic Railroad 
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wJ IVn li«Mw" Al Can »i> uworptwatcd in 
*r t r—«M V a v» 1910 , and formed a city 
rrnifi and hit (he government, a busy town 
••own .» tV Cam with 60 houses, city water, 

(trait Mailrond and although owned and 
i%mnm* a •tkiitSr muarum i^-eratrd by West Virginia 
•Wfe baa 4«a« a •eiecnon Pulp and Paper Company. 

A t ^ n a ^i I it oar my oaarn Wages were seventeen 
mprt a mtmkl have hem cents for an eleven-hour 
' t a a a a hie • ithour the day and fifty cents a day for 
tefp at ifr Sack hura and hoard and room. There was 
dtrnood pm pie of Cans no checkoff from your 
TV year 190Z Wear wages such as social 
and Paper security, income tax, and in 
arter ,* a fact, the men who worked 

of viqpn ar the camps usually didn't ___... 

draw their pny only every the process of rebuilding 
six months. Company the track to Spruce and 
__ houses in Cass were renting Bald Knob, along with a 

TVs portable for $ 10 per month with no lodge and possibly wall to 

ail! r , ■— chargr for water or electric, wall carpets and modern 

all was considered a part of lodge facilities far flung 
the rent. During peak from graybacks, bedbugs, 
production, it t>ok twelve long tables, 5:00 a.m., 
Shay engines to log the breakfasts, waiting for 
mill, the run from Spruce daylight in the winter 
to Caas was approximately before going to work 
12 miles on 11-per cent harvesting the tall virgin 
grade, run daily by Shay spruce. 

! 90 ' to !l» consider ' Why not restore the 
camp to 

them 


fireman, c undue. _ 

four hrakrmen one for 
every three car*. It has been 
taxi that No. 12 could have 
handled more cars hut I 3 
was the limit through the 
switchbacks, two of which 
are in operation today on 
the Cass Scenic Railroad. 
Three of those engines are 
sail in operation today- 
Nos. 1,4, 5, and recently 
purchased No. 7 from 
Meadow River Lumber 
Company at Rainelle. 

Although the Cass 
Scenic Railroad is only 
four miles long, the steel 
remains intact to Bald 
Knob and Spruce. The last 
engine to Bald Knob was in 
1961 and a motor car 
makes it yet today. The 
West Virginia Department 
of Natural Resources is ' 


out the 
arriMsi’y lumber for the 
ammrmjam of a double 

barvdaug ,»d peak day, 

both ssdea and a double 10- 
bour staff would saw 250 
« nd requ ired 3 XXX) 
operate, including 
•} engines, and 
«de» of tradt 


«- 1^-., r o ™ ■“.ww».consider- Why not rest 

riinmaia *.~- ^ *!“ h,,a *V SKa V original logging < 

—. - c.;.Acity 13 two camps and c 


Witcomc Cc 


Camp No. 5 or No. 29; 
build them Jenny Lynn 
type, stripped with 
creosote (coal tar process) 
to preserve the wood and 
dilute the bedbugs and 
graybacks, use roll roofing 
with a 6 or 12 roof slope, 
steel wall pipe for a 
chimney, a couple of pot 
barrel stoves, a coal fired 
cook stove about 12 feet 
long, iron skillets, big thick 
cups for coffee that holds a 
half pint, thick plates, a 30- 
foot-Iong table with gallon 
buckets of molasses, 
honey, jellies, real 
buckwheat from Preston 
County, about three kinds 
of meat and biscuits. 
Benches for chairs, a 
regular eating time or you 
wait for the next meal, 
build the bunks against the 
wall, one over top of the 
other and make everything 
original as far as possible. 
Have a bam with two pairs 
of horses about 2,000 
pounds each. Proper 
harness hoods over hames 
(Webster shows no such 
word, but that is what 
everybody calls them), 
grabs, grab maul on lett 
name, good long check 
lines, J-grabs, log hicks 
with real caulked shoes, 
stagged pants, John Ritchie 
green and black or red and 
black checkered shirts, 

suspender*, a log Jump 


with rail logs about one- 
half mile from camp clow 
to the railroad You must 
have a siding with the 
original log cars- 
londed—some half 
to make it look real 


sail 


i r ■ ■ ta) 

The cxily virgin timber 
main mg from this tract t. 


remaining from this tract u 
130 acres known as the 
Hamilton Wedge. j n 
dispute for years, fim))., 

__ settled, and is now a pan of 

_pulls up to Camp No. the National Forest located 

5 or 29. Have the wood just off State Route 25C 
hicks and horses in the real near Gavineer fire toner 
act, tt might be well to have and is held in reserve for 
the hicks stay around at people to view nature at is 
night to tell tall tales about best, 
logging train wrecks, how Cass, like Tioga, Diana, 
to file a saw, champion Bet goo, Holly Junction, 

hicks, and lobby log JerryvtUe, Three Forks.and 


stories. You could let the 
kids ride the log horses if 
they weren’t too tired from 
putting on a 15-minute 
audition each day. 

The year 1940 saw West 
Virginia Pulp and Paper sell 
the assets of Cass to Mower 
Lumber Company, but 


Cherry River, yielded t 
automation or lack 
timber. The West Virginia 
Legislature, under the 
guidance of W.W. Barton, 
and now Governor Smith, 
is trying to give the Town 
of Cass new life with an old 
time scenic railroad. Last 


only a part of the quarter of year 33,000 people plus 
a million acres in the the politicians, took the 
original tract. In fact, 65 four-mile trip through the 
thousand acres on the switchbacks,getting hot 
upper end of Cheat River cinders in their hair The 
(river on top of a rush, the Shay engines, new 
mountain), the remainder faces have given hope to a 


of the quarter million acres 
was acquired by the 
government and is now 
part of the National Forest. 
West Virginia Pulp and 
Paper also sold to the 
Western Maryland Rail¬ 
road, 93 miles of track 
intact from Spruce to Slate 
Fork down Elk to Bergoo. 

A part of tbu c-.illr.wxi tm 


Pocahontas County and 
it’s Many Attractions... 



dying town. The Cass 
Scenic Railroad tully 
developed to the original 
style of logging such as 
existed at Camp No. 5 or 
29, could be the biggest 
tourist attraction West 
Virginia has ever known. It 
must be original and 
someth ini 
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The Cass (West Virginia) Scenic Railroad 
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operated by West Virginia 
Pulp and Riper Company. 
Wages were seventeen 
cents for an eleven-hour 
day and fifty cents a day for 
board and room. There was 


seven-man crew, engineer, 
fireman, conductor, anJ 
four brakemm one for 
every three enrs. It has been 
said that No. 12 could have 
handled more cars but 13 
was the limit through the 
switchbacks, two of which 
are in operation today on 
the Cass Scenic Railrond. 
Three of those engines arc 
sail in operation today- 
Nos. 1,4, 5, and recently 
purchased No. 7 from 
Meadow River Lumber 
Company at Rainelle. 

Although the Cass 
Scenic Railroad is only 
four miles long, the steel 
remains intact to Bald 
Knob and Spruce. The last 


1902 West wages such as social _ __ __________ 

• f - I Mr and Paper security, income tax, nndin makes it yet today. The 
t*y&* tax-quarter ai a fact, the men who worked Wesr Virginia Department 
sm of virgin ar the camps usually didn't of Natural Resources is in 
later aad bran mmed i- draw their pay only every the process of rebuilding 
six months. Company the track to Spruce and 
houses in Cass were renting Bald Knob, along with a 
for $10 per month with no lodge and possibly wall to 
charge for water or electric, wall carpets and modern 
lumber far the all was considered a part of lodge facilities far flung 
' ut a double the rent During Deak from uravharlrc 


arc! > to mow down 
aarwv » outdoor splendor 
7V> fmt ter up a portable 
•til to saw out the 



, ' +** the rent. During peak from graybacks. bedbugs! 

• , rxl ,P r .. dj T* production, it took twelve long tables, 5:00 a.m., 

Shay engines to log the breakfasts, waiting for 

mill, the run from Spruce daylight in the winter 
to Cass was approximately before going to work 

12 miles on 11-pcr cent harvesting the tall virgin 

grade run daily by Shay spruce. 

Np.12, 190-t°n, consider- Why not restore the 
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*d Srrt aid required 3.000 
tu operate, including 


track. 

big 
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Camp No. 5 or No. 29; 
build them Jenny Lynn 
type, stripped with 
creosote (coal tar process) 
to preserve the wood and 
dilute the bedbugs and 
graybacks. use roll roofing 
with a 6 or 12 roof slope, 
steel wall pipe for a 
chimney, a couple of pot 
barrel stoves, a coal fired 
cook stove about 12 feet 
long, iron skillets, big thick 
cups for coffee that holds a 
half pint, thick plates, a 30- 
foot-long table with gallon 
buckets of molasses, 
honey, jellies, real 
buckwheat from Preston 
County, about three kinds 
of meat and biscuits. 
Benches for chairs, a 
regular eating time or you 
wait for the next meal, 
build the bunks against the 
wall, one over top of the 
other and make everything 
original as far as possible. 
Have a bam with two pairs 
of horses about 2,000 
pounds each. Proper 
harness hoods over hames 
(Webster shows no such 
word, but that is what 
everybody calls them), 
grabs, grab maul on lett 
name, good long check 
lines, J-grabs, log hicks 
with real caulked shoes, 
stagged pants, John Ritchie 
green and black or red and 
black checkered shirts, 
suspender*. a lag dump 


with real logs about one- 
half mile from camp close 
to the railroad. You must 
have a siding with the 
original log cars—some 
loaded—some half loaded, 
to make it look teal as the 
train pulls up to Camp No. 

5 or 29. Have the wood 
hicks and horses in the real 
act, it might be well to have 
the hicks stay around at 
night to tell tall tales about 
logging train wrecks, how 
to file a saw, champion 
hicks, and lobby log 
stories. You could let the 
kids ride the log horses if 
they weren’t too tired from 
putting on a 15-minute 
audition each day. 

The year 1940 saw West 
Virginia Pulp and Paper sell 
the assets of Cass to Mower 
Lumber Company, 


still in use today 

The only virgin timber 
remaining from this tract u 
130 acres known as the 
Hamilton Wedge, m 
dispute for years, final!-, 
sealed, and is now a part ot 
the National Forest located 
just off State Route 250 
near Gavincer fire tow 
and is held in reserve 
people to view nature at its 

Cass, like Tioga, Diana. 
Bcrgoo, Holly Junction, 
Jerryville, Three Forks. and 
Cherry River, yielded to 
automation or lack of 
timber. The West Virginia 
Legislature, under the 
guidance of W .W. Barron, 
and now Governor Smith, 
is trying to give the Town 
of Cass new life with an old 
time scenic railroad. Last 


only a part of the quarter of year 33,000 people plus 
a million acres in the the politicians, took the 
original tract. In fact, 65 four-mile trip through the 
thousand acres on the switchbacks,getting hot 

upper end of Cheat River cinders in their hair The 
(river on top of a rush, the Shay engines, new 
mountain), the remainder faces have given hope to a 
of the quarter million acres dying town. The Cass 
acquired by the Scenic Railroad fully 


government and 
part of the National Forest. 
West Virginia Pulp and 
Paper also sold to the 
Western Maryland Rail¬ 
road, 93 miles of track 
intact from Spruce to Slate 
Fork down Elk to Bcrgoo. 
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developed to the original 
style of logging such as 
existed at Camp No 5 or 
29, could be the biggest 
tourist attraction West 
Virginia has ever known. It 
must be original and 
somethin! 
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equipped with drive vhafti A tnp >m t> 

and reducing iparv instead Railroad, a 
of aide rod* Every wheel museum, thi 
on the engine and tender » the railroad 
a dnve wheel. gmtv the cinders, the 
Shay tremendous traction on top of G 

_,_ The Shays climb an 11% the sweater 

s well as the grade. 11 feet for each ICC will be a v 
-Maryland rail- feet—a grade of 2% :s die future. 

Cass Scenic Rai 
Dinner Train 5 

Cass Scenic Railroad has outings 
announced the schedule and Si: 
for its 1989 series of reservai 
popular dinner train rides ~ 
to Whittaker Station. . , 
These special runs will be ?* “5* 
made on Saturday evenings « 
r at 6 p.m. beginning June \ 
10. and will be offered June . ® 

' 17. July 1. 15 and 29 

August 5 and 19, and . . 

September 2. sur| 

After an exhilarating ride ., 
to Whittaker Station, 
walks and company passengers will be treated ^ 
houses. Cass is a real to an old-fashioned West ^ 
tourist attraction with Virginia barbeque with live va< . 
houses to rent. It is no entertainment from ev{ 
longer merely a fast various performers. ^ 
railroad ride. It is a Entertainers will offer a 
complete stopover. A variety of programs 
wildlife museum, nine including old-time rail- 
modernized company roading songs, folk, tc 
houses for rent furnished country and traditional 
with everything but food, music. Prices for these 
and can accommodate 
eight people. 

The Cass Showcase, a 
10x40 scale model of the 
town (.complete with scale 
trains^ as il appeared Vn its 


iiurvhuM from Midwest 
Junk Yard. ThcWl Mower 
Lumber Company railroad 
engine was later painted, 
stripped and relcttered and 

traded to the Western- ___,__ 

Maryland Railroad Mu- road from Elkins to 
scum in Baltimore for the Parsons, Thomas and 
biggest Shay in the world; Davis. The politicians of 
the #6 190 ton Western- WV never did have any 
Maryland Shay used to long range planning. AU the 
haul logs from the railroads in WV are 
headwaters of Elk and potential scenic railroad 
Bergoo Creek to Old attractions. The railroad in 
Spruce and pulpwood that my town of Webster 
went to Spruce transferred Springs to Bergoo and Slaty 
to Mower Lumber Com- Fork would be an excellent 
pany Railroad down Cheat scenic railroad for WV, 
Mountain, through both and a business boom or re¬ 
switchbacks and transfer- birth of business for 
red to the mainline railroad Webster County, 
from Durbin to Ronce- The West Virginia 
verte, and re-routed to Department of Natural 
Covington, VA, which was Resources has purchased 
used in the pulp and paper the town of Cass and are 
mills in Covington. The rebuilding wooden side- 


WViittaker Station 
P>aVd Knob . 













nory 

vrr n ('«* *nd IXirbin. 

c -matcur politicwiw o* 
V !r< the rsilnvKl from 
rb.n IX' i'tK-ai Junction 
*» wdl »» the 

xtcm Maryland rail- 
J from Elkins to 
M , ni . Thx>mas and 
,* Ibc politician* of 
nrxrr did have anv 
•iiur panning AUthc 
xxa d* in WV are 
nttal «cenK* rat ir cud 
k tKns The railroad in 
to«m oi Webster 
to frrrjcxx' and Sfary 
•\xtid he an excellent 
c raalraad for WV. 
Sihmk huom or nr- 
oi business for 
met CouflO 
e West Virginia 
rtsaent of Natural 
m%*% h» purchased 
ymn of Casa and are 

■ «x-^ wooden side- 

♦ sad company 

• Cau n a real 


raised <ao 

lot mm fear* 


about 1 1 , njph. arc 
equipped with drive shafts 
and reducing gears, instead 
,,l side rtxls. Every wheel 
on the engine and tender is 
a drive wheel, giving the 
Shay tremendous traction. 
The Shays climb an 11% 
grade, 11 feet for each 100 
feet—a grade of 2% is 


standard for rod engines. 

A trip on the Cass Scenic 
Railroad, a visit to the 
museum, the memory of 
the railroad buff, the hot 
cinders, the shrill whistle 
on top of Cheat Mountain, 
the sweater you forgot—it 
will be a great memory for 
the future. 


Cass Scenic Railroad 
Dinner Train Set 


Cass Scenic Railroad has 
announced the schedule 
for its 1989 series of 
popular dinner train rides 
to Whittaker Station. 
These special runs will be 
made on Saturday evenings 
at 6 p.m. beginning June 
10. and will be offered June 

17 July 1, 15 and 29, 
August 5 and 19, and 
September 2. 

After an exhilarating rtde 
to Whittaker Station, 
passengers will be treated 
to an old-fashioned West 
Virginia barbeque with live 

entertainment from 
various performers. 
Entertainers will offer a 
variety of programs 
including old-time rail¬ 
roading songs, folk, 
coimtry and traditional 
- pnrr* for thrse 


outings are $22 for adults 
and $15 for children, and 
reservations are required. 

Cass, West Virginia, site 
of the scenic railroad, was a 
lumber boon? town of the 
early 1900s, and the 
original Shay steam 
locomotives, which now 
haul passengers, once 
hauled lumber from the 
surrounding mountain 
ridges. Lodging is now 
available from any of the 
12 restored "company 
houses” in the town. These 
vacation cabins offer 
everything needed for 
housekeeping except for 
food and personal items. 

To make reservations or 
for additional Information, 
call toll free 1-800- 
CALL-WVA. 
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has taken away from Caaa, 
the Showcase haa returned. 
Shay engines, and the #5 

Hyster, cruising speed 


ikthank v and a Cheat Mountain, 
of legislators, The floods of 1965 
week before the destroyed the railroad 


GROUP RATES 

Minimum 15 Persons 

Vhrttaker Station. Adult $7.00; Child $3.50 

bid Knob ....Adult 510.00; Child $4.50 

No group rates on weekends 

SPECIAL SATURDAY 
NIGHT TRAIN RIDES 

Includes; 

West Virginia Barbecue 
Live Entertainment 
Train Ride 

June 10 and 17 
luly 1. 15 and 29 
August 5 and 19 
September 2 

**BY RESERVATIONS ONLY** 

Adult.$22 

Child.$15 

SPECIAL TRAINS 

SENIOR TRAIN-September 9 .$1 

HALLOWEEN TRAIN - October 28 
Adults $10; Children $5.00 


fourth round of their 
championship fight at 
Toledo, Ohio, July 4, 

1919, and all this 
information was furnished 
left our town of to Mr. Gib6on, the Sutton 

-->n at 7:20 a.m. for baseball team and band at 

the 31-mile journey and Holly Junction by radio on 
for connected with the B&O Jul 5, 1919 on their return 
908; steamer out of Richwood to Sutton, 
it in at Holly Junction at 9:30 Mr. Jackson, the Depot 
our a.m. The passenger train Agent who got $100 per 
Mr consistedofanarrowgauge month for his services said 
gent (36 in.) Shay or Climax Warrick Gumm could 
108. Engine with three passen- blow a mean whistle when 

. .. was ger cars that would seat 35 he had customers lined up 

appointed postmaster at people to the car and for buying tickets of any man 

W ebster Springs, WV. years they stood in the he ever seen. For that 62- 

Th West Vireini From the start the mile round trip. Mr. 

. j n j rgt nia nosec j jts way around Gumm got the full amount 

Midland was owned and curves up and down hills of $2.25. 

* rated , by . •' ohn over the trestles, the Yes, the West Virginia 

McGraw who ako owned CIjfton was 8? feet Midland Rai l road and the 

High, built out of chestnut Webster Springs Hotel, 

wood 265 Poles in a 45 degree angle promoted by Senator 

. c and as you crossed the Johnson N. Camden and 

£ first elevators m Wesf “*** y ° u could look Col. John I. McGraw, who 
down and see the fire in believed in advertising and 
Virginia with excellent Mike Hiner’s chimney. If placed pictures of the 
dining service and porters the train was overloaded on famous hotel and railroad 
and busies (horse drawn the return trip in the scenes in all subways in 
buggies j coming and going evening they would stick New York City; a self 
jkc a working bee hive—a on the trestle and the promoer with imagination 
b»g ballroom with all the up passengers had to get off who promoted his dreams 
to date dance bands and walk across, so my into reality and carved a 
nightly The days were good friend Mr. Ernie railroad through moun- 

spent taking hot salt Bogson tells me, and astory tains and scenic beauty 

sulphur baths and traveling that has to be true because which showed a panorama 
over our then famous it was the day before Jack of rural life at its best, as 

boardwalks known as Dempsey became world cattle, sheep and horses - 

lover's lane. champion by knocking out could be seen grazing in the today 

The famed steam chug "Jess” Willard in the fields and according to the attract!* 


season, farmers could be 
seen plowing, planting or 
harvesting from spring 
until the first snowfall. 

On June 20, 1925, with 
many guests there with the 
famed hotel open for 
summer, a fire originated in 
the south wing, quickly 
reduced the famed hotel to 


Midland Railroad 
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ti > ()!d Cherry River Boom And Lumber Company 

a i ..only -«'> Mr Rod Engine. «WU«lto “'"u ""^,11 v Md. gTric d^Lu^cT^ W t^ C ««m the dnvrr’s vat «A 


• brfcs. 



(rnrud 

A-wrAi rulrcaJ engineer 
Jr*tlv loved the old 
Ju,, anti rod* and at one 
nmc or ameher during hi* 
ik*tw tarter a» an engineer 
haJ command o» the 
throttle ot about every 
engine on the Cherry River 
Line from 1906 to 
retirement in 1954. 

When Mr. Cumin 
starred working lor Cherry 
„ River Lumber Company, 
„r oTerhe.d June I. 1906. on the South 
•trr Top* in Fork of Cherry under the 
men pulled guiding hand of Captain 
-■ tr, 10 horn Charley Armstrong, the 
"rheir muwie* miroad consisted of 150 
■rriT beds aifh miles of track with Shay 
up tai 1 1 > ktrp engines No 1,2, 4. 6, 7, 8. 
from thriving 10. 11. and 12 (cosr about 
rprfu» Wood. 54,000 each), and all used 

umitriif to gather and haul logs 
re* whether loaded with Barnhart 
< to work ar Steam Loaders, considered 
5J Ves, tops ar thar time. They had 
mrheae are in use ar that time 
radii Mv approximately 200 rattler 
rhu storv log cars, 100 pulp and 
rwr. a local ran hark rack cars—they 
traveled over South Fork 
of Cherry, North Bend, 
Little Laurel, up Hills 
Creek to Kcnison Moun¬ 
tain, to Cranherry Bottoms 
and Dog way Dogway at 
one time had a church, 
*chool, big store and 75 
houses. We must mention 
Rod Engine No. 3, 5, 19 
M>d 13 which were much 
The 


Rod Engines were used 
shift the yard and make the 
daily run from Richwood 
to Gauley Mills to supply a 
double band mill with 75- 
M Kurd feet dnily. All the 

engines mentioned above 
were standard gauge—the 
railroad grading was done 
by hand with picks and 
shovels and crews of 25 
and .30 men who ca rved out 
a mile of railroad grade 
with good luck in five 
working weeks. 

The different forks of 
Cherry, Cranberry and 
Dog way covered with 
virgin timber was really on 
the move from 1906 to 
1914 and at one time had 
seven camps with at least 
100 men each with plenty 
of work, excellent food and 
plenty of bedbugs. The 
shrill whistle of the steam 
engine, the chugging of the 
Barnhart loader, the visit of 
the supply train which 
visited each camp once a 
week with supplies, feed 
and hay for the horses as 
well as clothing, tobacco 
and food for the men. 
Wood hicks have been 
known to stay in one camp 
as long as six months 
before going to town. 
Many, after working six 
months have gone to town 
and blown six months 
wages in one weekend. 

Tales of teams of horses 
thrown in log dumps still 


survive and a few I 
wreck* arc still vivid. Elzic 
Bailey wrecked the No. 2 
shay. 65 ton engine on 
Little Laurel and was going 
up a steep grade with one 
load of steel and the engine 
flew up with wheels 
springing forward.went 
Kick down the hill, rolled 
over in a curve and killed 
him. Another wreck on 
BaTnashee Run on 
Cranberry No. 7, 70 ton 
shay with six loads, six 
empties, a Barnhart Loader 
on eight percent grade, run 
X mile, wrecked and killed 
Frachier Adams, engineer 
Joe Taylor, conductor, 
Russell Berry, brakeman. 

One would have to 
remember the Company 
Doctor, Jim McClung, who 
rode engines, motor cars, 
horseback, and helped and 
aided the sick, as the quest 
for virgin timber made 
Richwood the hardwood 
capital of the nation. 

During the 20’s Rich¬ 
wood was really on the 
move with the largest 
tannery in the world, and a 
clothes pin factory 
consuming 24-M feet of 
logs daily and the virgin 
timber of all forks of 
Cherry gone and the old 
Shays and Rods on the 
move to a new field and a 
new territory of Williams 
and Gauley Rivers. During 
± -* r- new names 


and new ways 
developed and the steam 
shovel, the great earth 
mover, was making great 
strides and the days of 
making railroad grades by 
hand would soon disap¬ 
pear. New names—Jim 
Sarrani, Lew Lombard and 
Dick Palmer—had appear¬ 
ed on the scene as railroad 
gradir*} contractors. The 
first Thew steam shovel 
had rails but no pads; they 
had four mats to move on 
made out of 6x6 wood— 
the two surplus mats were 
moved as the shovel 
advanced. The shovel had 
its own water pump and 
pumped water to make 
steam from a nearby river 
or creek and on occasions, 
water was hauled in a tank 
on a sled pulled by horses. 
The coal (usually about 
four tons daily) was 
wagoned from the closest 
available supply. 

The .y*ar 1921 saw 
Cherry River Boom &. 
Lumber Company reach 
Three Forks of Williams 
River and the hub of town 
and the railroad shops were 
built and the work of 
Sarrani, Lombard and 
Palmber had seen progress 
move on. Appearing on the 
scene were new names— 
Billy Hawks, trainmaster; 
Joe Greer, assistant; Webb 
Hoilifield, woods superin 

tendenr; 


y O'Bfifn *nd 


—-f &»dgen , n 

the driver s icat and agrew 
trader. I remember buying 
stacks of lumber from 
him—so much for thu one 
and so much for than one 
(no scale). Charley 
Hanrahan (scaler) used to 
ask me, "Did you cheat 
him today’" 

Cherry River, during the 
20’s and 30’s had two 
trains a day, six days a week 
to Richwood. They had 
acquired new Rod Engines 
Nos. 15, 18, and 26 which 
were used to make the runs 
from Three Forks to 
Richwood. Their usual run 
consisted of about 50 cars 
of logs. They always 
dropped off about 10 or 12 
cars at Gauley Mills, 
although George Gumra, 
on one occasion pulled 63 
from Three Forks t > 
Gauley Mills. During tl 
30's Three Forks had 
grown to quite a town, a 
three-room school, 
church, big store and about 
75 houses, boardinghouse, 
a dentist, Dr. George Dyer 
(now at Beckley), a daily 
railroad bus that carried 
the mail and passengers 
The virgin forest ot 
Williams’ lasted approxi¬ 
mately 16 years and the 
year 1963 saw Three Forks 
become a ghost town. The 
quest for hardwood was 
moved tothchi 
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The Pardee And Curtin Lumber Company Railroad 

,, . _nneratinn from 1888 to connection with the West Hine*. all still living.) I 

•rr: ** G . k ■« n J ' V It ’R,vcf tt, ?o 1WcUtcr County a, an early approximately 1900 Vimnia-Pittsbur^ Rail- opec. to do a complete 


in Lumber concern 

properly dn the vlrgii 

< trll oi thr the lino 

( operation* pud the 


Ctllfean. who floated lens* began operations i 
Jown l it River to the Webster County at an earl 
c harleston Mills. This dale. The Pardee Curb 
concern had the pick from Company cut thousands i 
the virgin forest*, cut only acre* on Back Fork, Gras! 


Creek. Holly and Laurel. 
This timber was floated 
down Elk to Sutton during 


as In operation from 1888 to 
in early approximately 1900. 

Curtin It is not clear which of 
ands of the major companies was 
Grassy the first to establish a mill 
Laurel. in Webster County, 
floated however, the one at Gauley 


ipanies was operation was taken over operation 
iblish a mill by the Cheny River Boom No. 33 ai 
County, and Lumber Company. Charley ! 
neat Gauley The mill was operated by cut- Th 


In Webster L-ounty, i.- T 

t K,. one at Gaulev The mill was operated by cut The engine with 

Min, Wjl built 65 y«at» ago STS iTSLifSi tt3?“SJSSS. 


vr -.o.‘ ir hv Nniih and urncrai uunm L ’ - ” ' 

Cherry River Boom And Lumber Company 

nmber was cone. the and Barnhart loaders were Erie, * yards shov 


cmtinued ^«e - w ^ hfld ^ 

k.vk »tcvk R and made at that time. Jerryv.ll. 
tl to ferrrvdle Obulev bad a four-r.xim school 


*had been either sold o 

.Jerry ville scrap pile. 


aders were Erie, W yards shovel or 
dded to the ditcher built on a log car It 
upset and scalded him to 
,o*o death.One could go on and 
n > ,n one about Ray Maust, the 


The mill, at its peak, cut Leek Clevenger, fireman, 
125,000 feet per day. Logs Stuck Hall, conductor, and 
were hauled from Williams Dick Siiemore. brakeman, 
and Gauley Rivers, over its hit a cow and the engine 
own private railroad, with and five loads of logs 
terminals at Three Forks landed in Holly River Yes. 
and Jerry ville. WV. there is a lot to the Diana 

Another mill of import- story, but it’s tough to 
ance was built at Atcola55 thread the needle and 


turrri to Jerrrvillc Gauley bad a four-room school. George Gumra, in 1948, one a b OU t Ray Maust, the Tcnr&'ago which cut more 
Mlfe had laded awai with church, railroad yard. 100 mOW;d the big Shay, 100 blowing of a bridge at Slaty 150 million feet of 

thr fVaxi 1ST 1952—their houses, store, board mg tons No . 17 from ForU , lhc strike at 3^ during lts opera . 


assemble. 

Skylcs. neat the Braxton- 


od 0 * 1932—thetr nouscs, sic.*, - 
■ a* ipncandthebig bouse and a new 
mguic had broken town in Straight 


Y° r " *3S tons? P17 'from ^The sTri^ Jt du“ o^m- nSSEcWv U*. 

and a nevv rruni & Richwood to Tusculusa, J crr y V ille, and the Gauley ^his mill w.is owntrd the site oi a\argem\\i % 

m Straight ^reek. Alabama, where it was sold R iver dynamiting of No. V ODerale d by the capacity of ^O.COC 

Levin Mining Company. 432 i n October 1954. Talk H oward 


Although the great Badgett 
was gone, his shoes were 
ably filled by Carl 


7*tLt disappear- Umbargcr. A ne 
had appeared 


irar 1943, during scene—Ray Maust, and ||| __ _I 

U'crid War II saw Charley the present time he is one '”3 t o make" sure" old yc >u are really interested, Ga U l e y River and was Mill. 

Bwdgrn CO the way we shall of the biggest operators of 1? W as in good here are five men still living hauled from Bolair over a Wainvill 

go jt the endot our allotted coal in the United Slates of ki order . who started with the old narrow gauge railroad. (See lhe Web 

nme The B6cO Railroad America. He is a stripper. ^ N os. 3 and 26 Cherry River Line in 1906. Charley Sandy, Bolair. tor Catapsn 'i 
_. in gutter and a man who really _. ____ _ T - « a le. 1 om sure anyone of the information pertaining to . 


er <: Mr. Gumm was with the 

ar ' big engine 22 days on the 
the railroad to see that it was 
ar properly greased and 
one stayed two weeks after 


about many wrecks such 
rod engine No. 18 out 


1 k Howard Lumber C 
pany. At its peak 
of employed 150 to 200 


;harley the present time he is one r 
re shell of the biggest operators of 


rod engine No. 18 out ot employed 150 to 200 men 
Straight Creek. In fact, a t ^ eir capacity was 

book could be compiled 35 0 OO feet per day. Their 
worthy of anyone's time. If t jmber stood principally on 
e really interested, Gauley River and v 


jnng us opctu- —--- — 

mill was owned the site of a large mill with a 
rated by the capacity of 50,000 feet 
Lumber Com- daily. A narrow gauge 
t its peak they railroad connected with the 

[ 150 to 200 men B&.O and old Pittsburgh 
ir capacity was Railroad at Erbao*».Ui* 

ret per day. Their was known as the Davis- 

ood principally on Eakm Lumber Company 

River and was Mill. 


made major changes in 
thetr railroad in order to 
nv w the coal from this 
wcticei The shops were 


; men still living hauled from Bolair over a Wainville was the site of 
d with the old narrow gauge railroad. (See \jy c bster Lumber 

er Line in 1906. Charley Sandy, Bolair, for Company Mill. To thread 

anyone of the information pertaining to th# n eedlc here is 


,-T ’ ‘ When Nos. Jana go cnerry tuver u.k «■ .ynaricy , —. Cotnpar 

gutter and a man whoreally d to the scrap or sale, I am sure anyone of the information pertaining to the n 

T^aldoSrf lSw Ly purchased a steam following, Earl Webster, railroad engines and * 

JT cT- Malley, No. 482 for Richwood, retired shop loaders.) hands 

„.,rrh«ed bv a haulage of coal from man; Ray Bryon, engineer, H B N ichols, White's Btooks 1 


Kr«££TndX «-P“ r K:; f Jerry vUle° and Straight ^wo^W^eV Stray 

■pur to Donaldson w as wddcaneir by tlie natneot gm^ 1 c on , somewhere m the west 

buit Trre old Cherry River Rudolph, who latex sold Cree man tQ yield „ Artenler Ramsey engineer 

imr from Donaldson to ^death on the old Cherry Richwood; /nd Georg 


the netaie " 

impossible. It changed 

hands frequently—from 


line from Donaldson to me mm to f urt h er death on the old Cherry 

Gauley .Mills by way of Compaavand was further deam cm ^ 

Gauley River was discon- transferred to the present River n ^ ^ 

rinuecJ Jerrywille, by 1950 owner. Georgta^f $ of Cherry, September 

“TiiifsCr— 4 . i^4- ■■ - - -■- 


hau age of coal trom man; Ray Dryou, ■ u u Nichols, Whites diows ^ 

jerryville and Straight Richwood; Wtdt« and Henrv Cool operated frie sence 

Creek to Cowen. on. somewhere in the west. ^ ml ll and narrow gauge ( \3b en ~ by Henry 

The last man to yield to Artenier Ramsey.engmeer^ taiko ad at Diana, with a W his son 

death on the old Cherry Richwood; and Geo ? capacity of 25.000 feet pet Wag*y hither -nd 

SSS SLstEs a-:Si -gsygir 


ming comntun- Most ot rnc nuuou - was a steam information. _ 

rfrmo.ro/-rfir gone. The old Shay engines 4. _—---- ^ 

DU¥CH 7 S RESTA URANT 

(First Restaurant on Rt. 15) 
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Pardee And Curtin 
Lumber Railroad 


r* k «*' 1 u g " -o, , a»» The loader man 

■* , , 53 , day. conductor 

' P l '‘.ix ui >u i >2 V\ u*w hooker $2.25. 

tor hrrnun $1.75. Each man 
* T ’“" * f.yed from 45 cent, to 50 

Ktf1 » ccncs a day for board and 

'vTehrter rvxxn However, the train 
‘ , (umbering crews could stop and eat at 
, «,ounu^itfuBv any log camp with no 
u . f -he F.rdee charge All log camps had 
tu.too making the finest of food, long 


^.wraoc* of Wetwer about anything you 
CoJm . micr on sens wanted. Sleeping condi- 

TVse propie ire deeply tions were always poor. 
•mbbmI m ratonr* the Bedbugs and gray backs 
*.** and Icgcni of made the using of lamp oil 


made rhe using of lamp oil 
ag Shiv engines, to spray your bed necessary 
I 'hfc and living for a good night’s sleep. 
UXM in the rugged The long winter evenings 
•V earl; sawmill were spent spinning tall 
Linl rales of every description. 

173. Taylor County. Lee Gadd and others used 
Gfafror.. WV. the Pardee to make the rounds to the 
CiMTtr. Company starred a camps selling clothing, 

- — ill which watches, etc. Some have 
mro one of the been known to peddle 
lumbering and "George" (a high powered 


unhurt. Jim Smith, one of 
the finest In W>” 
railroad building, gathered 
the engines und (oodcrupln 
one day and shipped them 
luck to the Curtin shop, 
where they were repaired 
and put back in operation. 

The No. 4 engine, tun by 
Tildcn Brown, fireman, 
Walt Good, conductor, 
Bob Mullins failed to take 
sand on the head of Anglers 
Creek and the engine and 
12 loads k-ft the track and 
upset. All men jumped 
from the train to safety. 

The No. 5 engine, tun by 
Von Clark and fireman 
John Petit and No. 7. run 
by Lee Cole and Roy 
Sparks and Bob War but¬ 
ton and Joe Roberts, loader 
men, and Flem Wilson, 
conductor, had a run away 
in the hollow above 
Leivasy on Meadow Creek. 
Von Clark jumped from 
the No. 5 engine, hit a tree 
and killed himself. The 
others made it to safety. 

The Curtin operation in 
Nicholas was big, employ¬ 
ment good, wages cheap, 
living conditions also 
cheap. Old General Curtin 


,ead;ng lumbering and "George" (a high powered 
■tang companies in the snuffj that make the hicks' 
•rate ,(WestVirginia The imagination wander to 
Curtin assets moved from dreamland, known as they 
Try lor County to Sutton, U-Pine-Inn in Richwood, 
Bnr ,a County in 1886 the Greasy Front in 
wtth portable mills About Webster Springs, or Hell’s 


"mm 


The last part of 1929 and 
early 30's saw Flem Wilson 
and Ed Cochrad sent to 
Duma with the No. 1 
engine and Bill Skidmore, 


ihr.r to ari, the challenge and coal production Th. 

rebuild the mill The mil population h» dro^ 

n .1 - uimi so well wwfmlkd from a "Hth «* apptoxm-,*. 

urt under'theguideline*of Mr. tely l.HOO to 2V; 

n o Gorkin that liwy had a people Coal product^ 
‘J.Vmnl'cut the first day and still alive with Ike Lr-*. . , 
j w C a S » m E. than 120 daya. both former fotttb.il c«ch 

sides were running. c °*' stripper, from 

>n i The mill ran from 1942 Pickens. How much 
S": to 1945, mainly from production he ge-, „ 

^ to timber on the Back Fork of unknown to this write,. 

1 Elk and Pointa Mountain, but 1 would estimate 

No. 1 tlK ana I «__ 1U , ^ 4 ln a pp rox i ma tely 700 tons 


engineer to pull the steel erf to Harrison Lumber Bcrgoo No. 4, from 

the West Virginia Midland sold to Harri Arkansas 1935 t „ 1959. was a rather 
to Webster Sprint. A Mr. Co^nP^Y soW good min e with a lifetime 

Coa shaw, who laid the Th and Junk production of 6.498.554 

Virgirfia Midland Railroad! o°f cfteston. WV. The tor* U wasi. frmving 

WaSt | ,ere .nd& Bl rn 3ed .TddfcSTo* houses, company sum 

tearT'as ^history of a Mine. It was indeed a *d schoo^hutch.and unit. 


day in the history of hall. The taxis out of 
narrow gauge railroads Webster Spring kept the 


,d. when Ross Roy ran old No. road hot bringing the 

The Pardee Curtin 12, with the smokestack miners to town and back tv 

Lumber Company bought 3n d other parts gone, from spend their money 

the orginal passenger train R e( J Oak down through The No. 5 mine wasonly 
and coaches and it was used Bergoo, across the river ti 
for several years as a work the old mill site, where th 


Red Oak down through The No. 5 mine wasonly 
Bergoo, across the river to in operation from 1945 to 
the old mill site, where the 1950. with a production of 
parts were later sold to Ely 501,780 tons. 


Britton No. I from 194 
> 1943 never amounted 
whole lot, 10,178 tom 
Britton No. 1, from 




accounts at the end of each 
year. He also paid hospital 
bills for many of his 
employees. How well he 
got along with Thornt 
Hennings, John Cochran, 
Lee Gadd, 1 "* - 1 - *- 


for several years as a wont t hc old mill site, where the witn a prouucuon 01 

train from Webster pafts were later sold to Ely 501,780 tons. 

Springs to Bergoo. Thomas Lumber Company Britton No. 1 from 194 

The mill at Bergoo was „f Fenwick, Nicholas to 1943 never amounted 

built by a millright, from County. a whole lot, 10,178 tom 

Louisiana, by the name of The No. 9 engine is all Britton No. 1, from 

Harry Mitchell. He was in that remains from a legend 1943 to 1959, produced 

Bergoo less than two years, ofnarrowgaugeengines.lt 3,664,585 tons, and w r 

The mill was in full j s snll in operation and great service to thc p 

operation by April 1929. being used as a tourist people. Thc waste or b 

"Mitchell,” who was attraction in thc state of coal rejected by thc wash 

considered one of the best Maryland. and dryer was used by 


The Curtin story could about all thc people 
• written in book form Webster County, at - 


caught m Sr. A/bansT 

ICanawha County, and 

aold The assets were used 
to help buy and install a 
band mill at Sutton. Curtin 
had tlint firm band mill in 
Bratton County about 
1800 

Thc year 1900 saw 
Curun move to Nicholas 
County with three band 
mtlU, located at Hominy 
Falls, Coal Siding, and 
Curtin. This operation was 


MM!/ 


made daily 
runs^from Curtin to 
Brock's bridge and back, 
hustling the public, log 
hicks, and mail to and from 
the camps. Thc main line 
engines ran from the three 
mills to thc railroad 
junctions. The old Shay 
went up the steep hollows 
and gathered thc logs for 
the mills. At Curtin, 
Hominy Fall, and Coal 
Siding, the band mills were 


■am tm -r: wv.'f ;mjr 


^Hunch genual 
General Curtin, remains in 
the minds of many yet 
today. 

The year 1928 saw the 
hardwoods and virgin 
timber disappear and thc 
three mills of Hominy 
Falls, Coal Siding, and 
Curtin came to an end. 
Flem Wilson got the nod to 
pull stakes and embark to 
Bergoo, Webster County; a 
task that required many 


mistake. He had been t*. written in book form 
building mills in the anc ] would be worthy of 
western states for hemlock sa i e j n any book store in the 
and spruce and he failed to United States. My main 

b uild his conveyors for interest was the logging 


continue with a bnet 
comment about the coal 
interest and production. 

The Golden Ridge or 
Bethlehem Steel Mine, 
located opposite Parcoa 
was the first major coal 
operation within Webster 
County. They had their 
own power plant, motors, 
and Goodwin cutting 
machines. Its operation ran 
for some 15 years, yet, little 
history of this mine is 
known to this writer, 


altered and the mill at 
Bergoo was on its 
destination to a lifetime 
cutting of over 190 million 
board feet. 

The first log camp, run 
by Bill McCourt, was on 
Mill Run and the second 
one by Ira McClung, near 
Parcoal. From there, 
Curtin moved to Leather- 
wood and in ‘33 and ’34 
crossed Leather wood onto 


time or another. Large piles 
of bone coal remain today. 
It was used for fills, roads. 


tnc 010ongi..... 

produced from 1945 
1947 . 205.534 tons. 

The Curtin story would . 
not be complete without 
mentioning the company 
store. Someone wrote 
song about loading lOtons 
of coal and being one day 

old and deeper in debt,»mi 
wound up by saying he 
owed his sole to the 

SJSJSulorH 



r 12 nulroaTrngines 

*e*«r»l asks of track 
nano tint seem 


Boa Wdoon, mil Intng 
at Rergjo «t employed 
b> General Curtin at 
Anglers Creek and he 
pitted an tmpurran roll 
down through Curtin 
h»»tor» The Nicholas 
eperaaon rar with 10 Shay 
opw> and No. 6a Heisler, 
No 6 .Climax The No. 1 
•m.'! Shay (25 tow) was 
tmd for laying or taking up 
«*ei This made narrow 
railroad history that 
would hr hard to equal 
anywhere else in West 
Virginia 

Five loading crews, with 
an American Log Loader 
each, were required to load 
24 car* for a day's work 
Each ear consisted of 
anpr.-umafrly 1.000 feeI. 
The rrgpfterr received top 
wagei (/$1 per day for 10 


Huai tag the publu, h«is 
Saks, and mail to and (torn 
t hr t amp* l he main line 
engine* ran from the three 
■stills to the railroad 
luncootv* The old Shay 
went up the steep hollows 
and gathered the logs for 
the mills. At Curtin, 
Hominy Fall, and Cool 
Siding, the band mills were 
cutting away daily, each 
trying to outdo the other. 
The average cut for a 10- 
hour day was 40,000 feet. 
The Hominy Mill holds all 
records. A fellow by the 
name of Albert Lynch 
decided to set a record, 
yarded back his 16-foot 
logs for a few days, and one 
day the Hominy Falls Mill 
cut 78,000 feet in 10 
hours. This record stands, 
as a legend of history, as the 
most cut in any one day 
during the Curtin opera¬ 
tions in Nicholas County. 

The railroad, in Deep 
Well, near Summersvlllc, 
was a busy place with 
Shany engines, black 
smoke, and shrill whistles. 
Shay engines No. 3 and No. 
9 were trying to put an 
American steam loader up 
a steep track in Deep Well 
Hollow Engine No. 3, run 
by Jim Johnson and No. 9, 
run by Harry Butcher, Jack 
Zonhccr. conductor, Lewis 
Gregory, tong hooker, flew 
up with full steam ahead 
and came back down out of 
die hollow, upset both 
engines and the loader All 


The year 1928 saw the 
hardwoods and virgin 
nmber disappear anJ the 
three mills of Hominy 
FalLs. Coal Siding, and 
Curtin came to an end. 
Flem Wilson got the nod to 
pull stakes and embark to 
Bcrgoo, Webster County; a 
task that required many 
hours of plannmg, and 
approximately three years 
to do. The steel was pulled 
and the 10 Shays, the No. 
8, Heisler, and the No. 6 
Climax were brought to the 
Curtin Mill site to make 
ready their journey to 

/[^special H&.Q Railroad 
car was built with a narrow 
gauge track and the Shay 
engines were run on the 
B&.0 car for shipment to 
Palmer, in Braxton 
County. The journey from 
Palmer, to Webster 
Springs, to Bcrgoo, over 
the WVAM Railroad, was 
something to he talked 
about. Some of the engines 
stayed in Palmer as long as 
ten years. The fall of 1928 
saw Rem Wilson and 
George King journey to 
Diana to get the No. 1 
engine, the first to arrive in 
Webster Springs. This 
engine, used exclusively for 
the laying of steel, was 
delayed a few days in 
Wehstcr Springs awaiting 
the completion of the third 
rail of the Western 
Maryland Railroad so the 


The first log camp, run 
by Bill McCourt, was on 
Mill Run and the second 
one by Ira McClung, near 
Parcoal. From there, 
Curtin moved to Leather- 
wood and in ’33 and ’34 
crossed Leather wood onto 
Gauley as far down as 
Jcrryvillc, and in ’41 
crossed Point Mountain to 
Back Fork. The same shay 
engines and loaders used in 
Nicholas were used in this 
operation. 

Sox Riley was the mill 
boss with Windy Rose on 
one side and Harry 
Duckworth on the other. 
The lumberyard was so foil 
you could hardly find 
room fora lumber stack. A 
major portion of the 
lumber was exported to 
England and France, with 
John T. Alcock of New 
York serving as broker and 
featuring wide poplar 
hoards used in England and 
France as paneling. 

The* mill burned at 
daybreak in April 1941 
(unknown day). By 1942, 
through the efforts of 
A.W. Corkin, with the 
help of Shorty Reese 
drafting, the mill was 
rebuilt. Mr. Corking, who 
was formerly with Allis- 
Chalmers, as 76, from 
sunny California, and 
retired when he was called 


intrrc»t and production 

The Golden Ridge or 
Bethlehem Steel Mine, 
located opposite Parcoal 
was the first major coal 
operation within Wehstcr 
County. They had their 
own power plant, motors, 
and Goodwin cutting 
machines. Its operation ran 
for some 15 years, yet, little 
history of this mine is 
known to this writer, 
because they were an out of 
state corporation. 

Parcoal, or Bergoo No. 
1, as operated by Curtin 
from 1929 to 1936, 
produced a lifetime 
production of 995,404 

Barton or Bergoo No. 2, 
from 1930 to 1954. 
produced a lifetime 
tonnage of 7,900,376 tons. 
The mining towns from 

1930 to 1954 has made a 
complete change. The 
Pardee Curtin home office 
is now located there as well 
as an all electric sawmill. A 
major portion of the coal 
company houses are owned 
by individials anJ a large 
percentage of the popula¬ 
tion now work for private 
industry or survive on 
pensions. 

Bergoo No. 3 or 
Lcathcrwood, which is 
considered Bcrgoo, had a 
lifetime production, from 

1931 to 1947. of 
2.697.772 tons. At one 
time, there was an 
estimated payroll of 
$200,000 monthly from 


l‘M7 . 205.534 • • 

The Curtin w or ., 
no. be complete ^ 

mentioning the ^ 

store. Someone *7.’t r 
song about loading 16 ton. 
of coal and being one day 

old and deeper in debt, and 
wound up by saying he 
owed his sole to the 
company store; a true 
story. Some people worked 
every day in the mints and 
got more out of the store 
than they earned 

The old scrip story (buy 
cigarettes for $2.00 per 
carton and sell them for 
$1.50) applies to many 
other items, and the 
sharpies down town took 
advantage of the opportun¬ 
ity. About everybody in 
town took scrip, if they 
could get it cheap enough 
It went right back to the 
company store and they 
bought meats, groceries, 
furniture, and gas It was a 
way for the miners to get 
medicine or any other 
worthy purpose. They used 
to play poker at Bcrgoo and 
Barton and scrip played the 
same as cash. It served a 
purpose on Elk River as 
legal tender. 

Mr. Orkney, from our 
town of Webster Springs, 
has worked a lifetime lor 
Curtin-first as a lumber 
salesman. In 1927 he came 
to Webster County as store 
manager, buying and 
running the Curtin store 
until retirement. They ha*i 
Continued On Page 11 










Pardee And Curtin 
Lumber Railroad 


Continued From Page 5 

Waggy. now living in 
Charleston. WV. The elder 
Waggy logged 10 thousand 
acres on Missouri Run. 

The Birch Valley 
Lumber Company was a 
big operation at Tioga for 
many years. 

1 bring you this brief 
introduction of Webster 
County’s lumbering 
industry so you might fully 
appreciate the Pardee 
Curtin history making 
story. This information 
would have been imposs¬ 
ible without the help and 
cooperation of Webster 
County’s senior citizens. 
These people are deeply 
interested in restoring the 
traditions and legends of 
logging, Shay engines, 
actual life and living 
condmons in the rugged 
days of early sawmill 
operations 

in 1873, Taylor County, 
Grafton. WV. the Pardee 
Curtin Company started 


ff Mpw into one of the 
leading lumber 


nutvtxJ from 
Y to Sutton. 
•«Y in I Win 
«nJW About 


> hours. If they were out 13 
i hours they were allowed 

r eleven. If they loaded 24 

1 ars before noon they still 
got a day. The loader man 

f at $3 a day, conductor 
2.50, tong hooker $2.25, 
fireman $1.75. Each man 
payed from 45 cents to 50 
cents a day for board and 
room. However, the train 
crews could stop and eat at 
any log camp with no 
charge. All log camps had 
the finest of food, long 
tables with two or three 
kinds of meat, jellies, 
honey, molasses, or just 
about anything you 
wanted. Sleeping condi¬ 
tions were always poor. 
Bedbugs and graybacks 
made the using of lamp oil 
to spray your bed necessary 
for a good night’s sleep. 
The long winter evenings 
were spent spinning tall 
rales of every description. 
Lee Gadd and others used 
to make the rounds to the 
camps selling clothing, 
watches, etc. Some have 
J** 1 * known to peddle 
George” (a high powered 
wiuff) that make the hicks'' 
imagination wander to 
dreamland, known a» they 
U IW Inn in Rkhwaod. 

• he Great v From in 


HID 


-- u<mgcr, onays 

jumped to safety, and were journe- 
unhurt. Jim Smith, one of new ar 
the finest in 36" gauge end of 
railroad building, gathered engine 
the engines and loaderupin Bergcx 
one day and shipped them Virgii 
back to the Curtin shop, comir 
where they were repaired fh< 
and put back in operation, early 
The No. 4 engine, mn by and 1 
Tilden Brown, fireman, Diaru 
Walt Good, conductor, engin 
Bob Mullins failed to take engin 
sand on the head of Anglers the \ 
Creek and the engine and to W 
12 loads left the track and Coal 
upset. All men jumped origi 
from the train to safety. Virg 
The No. 5 engine, run by was 
Von Clark and fireman mor 
John Petit and No. 7, run tear: 
by Lee Cole and Roy narr 
Sparks and Bob Warbut- railr 
ton and Joe Roberts, loader end 
men, and Flem Wilson, T 
conductor, had a run away Lur 
in the hollow above the 
Leivasy on Meadow Creek, anc 
Von Clark jumped from tor 
the No. 5 engine, hit a tree tra 
and killed himself. The Sp 
others made it to safety. 

The Curtin operation in bu 
Nicholas was big, employ- Lc 
ment good, wages cheap. Hi 
living conditions also Be 
cheap. Old General Curtm T1 
was considered an of 
honorable man. He 
cancelled many store cc 
accounts at the end of each at 
year. He also paid hospital m 
bill* tor many of his bi 
employee* How well he w< 
along with Thorm an 




1 interested In restoring the 
tradition* nnJ lv*'nd* of 

■ 

ConJlflonw In the » "gg« j 
jiyt ,,f curly i»»»wmlll 

operations. 

Ill Ii373. lay lor County, 
Grafton. WV. the Pnrdcc 
i 'nrun Company started a 
small sawmill which 
rruf’icil into ane of" the 
leading lumbering and 
mining companies in the 
state of West Virginia. The 
Curtin assets moved from 
Taylor Counry to Sutton, 
Braxton Counry in 1886 
with portable mills. About 
lt*A) a flood erupted in 
Sutton, brekamg a log dam 
an Elk River. The Curtin 

r > ' ” ill.n 

fert of liys These logs were 
caught in St. Albans, 
Kanawha County, and 
sold The assets were used 
to help buy and install a 
band null at Sutton. Curtin 
had their first band mill in 
Braxton County about 
1890 

The year 1900 saw 
Curtin move to Nicholas 
County with three band 
mills, located at Hominy 
Falls, Coal Siding, and 
Curtin Thu operation was 
to Loot 28 years This was a 
era tn narrow gauge 
railroad transportation 
With the new- operations 
C * mc 12 railroad engines 
load «rser»l miles qi track 
tturteft that seem 


Flea bug* ana (jrayoacKs 
made the using of lamp oil 
to spray your bed necessary 
for a good night's sleep. 
Tlie long winter evenings 
were spent spinning tall 
tales of every description. 
Lee Gsidd and others used 
to make the rounds to the 
camps selling clothing, 
watches, etc. Some have 
been known to peddle 
'’George” (a high powered 
snuff) that make the hicks’ 
imagination wander to 
dreamland, known as they 
U-Pine-Inn in Richwood, 
the Greasy Front in 
Webster Springs, or Hell’s 
Half Acre and the saloon in 
Camden on GauJey. 

Curtin was the hub for 
t?w\vh<ST^^opere!norv\^ 
railroad bus made daily 
runs, from Curtin to 
Brock’s bridge and back, 
hustling the public, log 
hicks, and mail to and from 
the camps. The main line 
engines ran from the three 
mills to the railroad 
junctions. The old Shay 
went up the steep hollow's 
and gathered the logs for 
the mills. At Curtin, 
Hominy Fall, and Coal 
Siding, the band mills were 
cutting aw^y daily, each 
trying to outdo the other. 
The average cut tor a 10- 
hour day was 40.000 feet 
The Hominy Mill holds all 
records. A fellow bv the 
name of Albert Lynch 
decided to set a record, 
yarded bock hu Ib-Kxg 
1*>P tor a trw day*, and 
day thr Momtm Falls Mill 
exit 7H.OX3 fort in 10 
hour* Hu* rrv.^uavh. 


Leivasy < >n Mcadov 
Von Clark jump: 
the No. 5 engine, V 
and killed hims* 
others made it to 
The Curtin ope 
Nicholas was big, 
ment good, wag 
living conditic 
cheap. Old Gene 
was considc 
honorable n 
cancelled ma 
accounts at the e 
year. He also pa 
bills for man 
employees. Ho 
got along wit 
Hennings, Jo 
Lee Gadd, 

who f 

mown! I 
I of a stauneb \ 
General Curtin, 
the minds of 
today. 

The year 19 
hardwoods a 
timber disappe 
three mills o 
Falls, Coal S 
Curtin came t 
Flem Wilson go 
pull stakes and 
Bergoo. Webste 
task that requ 
hours of plar 
approximately i 
to do. The steel 
and the 10 Sha 
S. Hcisler. and 
Climax were brv 
Curnn Mill sit 
readv their * 
Bergoo 

A special tkk 
car «t% built wti 
track ant 
engines were r 
car for d 
Palmer, in 


mill*. KKitra #*» fHiminy 

Mb, (Soal Mm, and 
Curtin Thi* operation wa» 
tn U*r 2H v«f« Thl* was a 
nr* rr* in narrow gauge 
railroad trsnaportat ton. 
With (hr nrw oiirrarton* 
camr 12 railroad engine* 
and «rver*| mile* of (rack 
and *(ortc* (hat *crrn 
unnraliattc nxlny 


Firm Wilaon, still living 
a( Hergoo, wa* cmpk>yrd 
by General Curtin at 
Angler* Creek and he 
pkved an importan roll 
down through Curtin 
hitrory. The Nicholas 
operation ran with 10 Shay 
tngirun and No 8a Hruler, 
No 6. a lit mat The No. I 
(25 tons) w*s 
for laying or taking up 
••erl Thu made narrow 
•Mir railroad history that 
•wdd be hard to equal 
mfwimt else in West 
V»ui 

h%r iu*img ,ir»., Mi(h 
•* ■Vmctnan Uf 

*rtr rr\|uifr\t I..L»J 
tut . 

i«m*«strd of 

MHO trrt 


J Siding, the hand mills were 
% cutting away daily, each 
i trying to outdo the other. 
* The average cut for a 10- 
hour day was 40,000 feet. 
‘ The Hominy Mill holds all 
> records. A fellow by the 
name of Albert Lynch 
decided to set a record, 
yarded back his 16-foot 
logs for a few days, and one 
day the Hominy Falls Mill 
cut 78,000 feet in 10 
hours. This record stands, 
as a legend of history, as the 
tnost cut in any one day 
during the Curtin opera- 
dons in Nicholas Counts 
The railroad, in Deep 
Well, near Summersvilie. 

a busy place with 
Shany engines, black 
smoke, and shrill whistles 
Shay engines No. 3 and No 
9 * rrc frying to put an 
American steam loader up 
Mecp track in LVep Weil 
Hollow Engine No 3. run 
hv Jim Johnson *nd No. 9. 
fun by Harry Butcher, jack 
Zonhurr. conductor. Lewis 
^****y. tong tvvdtrr flew 
up with full mmm ahead 
camr hack duwn out eg 
^ Ndkiw, wiwrf Ksth 
fiMPHcw and thr L^adrr AM 






• nws» reakrrd the danger, 

in jumped to wfcty, #nvl were 

imluirt jim Smith, one of 
the finest In V>" gauge 
railroad building, gathered 
the engine* and loader upin 
mr+r I * vWH . ,!*> and shipped them 
nre alio K»ek to the Curtin shop, 

4 '*- Vv - where they were repaired 

r ?Sr» «ej. *od put hack in operation, 
i.^vr rrmr. rhr No. 4 engine, run by 
. .r..UM nkien Brown, fireman, 
we* S. . K \X ait Good, conductor, 
M K+ Mullins failed to take 

**** y mtsJ on the head of Anglers 

s >»*; jt.j Creek and the engine and 
**"[ •*. - loti* krft the track and 
rii * * “part All men jumped 
*' ~ » from the train to safety 
unfr * The No 5 engine, run by 

«< Va n Oark and fireman 

°* ^ John fVtit and No 7. run 
*“*'* W Let Cote and Roy 

* Sfwrk* and Bob War but - 

1 “*• Mod Jar Roberta, loader 
*"• Hem Wilton. 

» J *Wc| l • a 

haJ a run a wav 
, - . . * Kollcm above 

aa MtaJua (ttrii 
Clark jungaiJ from 

.i fcjj • t»w 

2 —4 iOmJ V-n*K rbr 
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Shays could make their 
journey to Be rgoo and their 
new and last home. By the 
end of 1929 all the Curtin 
engines had made it to 
Bergoo and the West 
Virginia Midland was 
coming to an end. 

The last part of 1929 and 
early 30's saw Flem Wilson 
and Ed Cochrad sent to 
Diana with the No. 1 
engine and Bill Skidmore, 
engineer to pull the steel of 
the West Virginia Midland 
to Webster Springs. A Mr. 
Coalshaw, who laid the 
original steel for the West 
Virginia Midland Railroad, 
was there on that gloomy 
morning and shed a few 
tears as the history of a 
narrow gauge passenger 
railroad was coming to an 
end. 

The Pardee Curtin 
Lumber Company bought 
the orgmal passenger train 
and coaches and it was used 
for several years as a work 
train from Webster 
Sprmga to ftrrgoo 

The milt at iVrgm» *aa 
h*lt hr a mdlnghi. fnaa 
L*** ***** hi the tune 

Mm hell Hr was Ml 
*»»*•• l<*» #Mn haa, aetata 
'**• auU ... u> lull 
* AprU |*N 
“**•*.11 ,ku ... 
*“ it* 


to meet the challer 
rebuild the mill. T 
was so well ass 
under the guideline 
Corkin, that the\ 
normal cut the first 
in less than 120 da 
sides were running 
The mill ran fre 
to 1945, mainl 
timber on the Bad 
Elk and Pointa V 
The mill finally 
1945 and the nr 
sold to Harrison 
Company of / 
The old engines 
to Midwest Steel 
of Charleston, 1 
engines were cc 
loaded at old 
Mine. It was me 
day m the h 
narrow gauge 
when Rvw> Roy r 
12. with the si 
and other parts i 
Red Oak Jow 
Kcr^\». arrvas I 
(hr old null site 
pa ft* were Utrr 
TSumnlumbr 
ol Fenwick, 
Coyim 

The No 9 Cl 
«h*« rrnuiai Hu 
wC narrow gpu* 
ta >«il tn opn 
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v I),,- t iif11 m i.|«rr.uitin in 

inj SVlk»ia» was Hig, employ * 

r Min.li *•’ thr mrni good. wage* cheap. 
u »4 living vonJlfion* also 

VY—f K»»e k f»r«»p 04J Ociicffli Curtin 
» m priA • i» considered in 
!g^fmr«rd honorable nun H« 
m f dU cancelled many store 

•Kdr to accounts at the end of each 
: > Ac* >nf He also paid hospital 
a hdh fur many of his 

*n employers How well he 
— |pt aiong with Thornt 

John Cochran, 


r. jellies. 


Irepm* <®" 


tears as tnc 
narrow gauge passenger c 

railroad was coming to an , 

end. . _ 

The Pardee Curtin 
Lumber Company bought 
the orginnl p*»** n K cr tra,n . 
and coaches and it was used 
for several years as a work 
train from Webster 
Springs to Bergoo. 

The mill at Bergoo was 
built by a millnght, from 
Louisiana, by the name of 
Harry Mitchell He was in 
Bergoo less than two years. 
The mill was in full 
operation by April 1929. 
"Mitchell,” who was 
considered one of the best 
at that time, made but one 
mistake. He had been 
building mills in the 
western states for hemlock 
and spruce and he failed to 
b uiid his conveyors for 
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and Virgin 
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there mllW Hominy 

hlk, Uial Stdlng. «nd 
Curttn came to an end. 
FVtn Wilson got I he nod «o 
pul! *Ar* and embark to 
Krr»«v Webster 1 ounry; a 
<*«k that required many 
kwn of |4annmg. and 
gipuumMriv three year* 
*? Jo The ard was pulled 
and the 10 Shays. the No. 

* Hmlrr. and the No 6 
Oamaa mrrr brought to the 
C«ran MiU a nr to make 
tadi thnr journey to 

^Tgeual MkO Railroad 
um «•♦•. budi mth a narrow 
IMT track and the Shay 
mgpmm »m hin on I hr 
hkU car Cut •kitmmi to 
Palmer. in Bratton 
twin TV KMtm from 

Pels**#, to Wvlnirf 
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t f< iwcwr. ihl« w*»* +tirtn 

ulcered and thr mill at 
Itergno w»i on its 
ilc*f motion to a lifetime 
cutting of over 190 million 
hoard feet. 

The first log camp, run 
by Bill McCourt, was on 
Mill Run and the aecond 
one by Ira McUung. near 
Parcoal. From there. 
Curtin moved to Leather - 
wikhI and in *33 and *34 
crossed Leather wood onto 
Gauley as far down as 
Jerryville. and in *41 
cruaaed Point Mountain 10 
Back Fork The same shay 
engines and loaders used in 
Nicholas were used in this 
operation 

Soa Riley was the mill 
ha» with Windy Rose on 
one side and Harry 
(\»ckworth on the ocher 
The lumberyard so full 
you could hardly IwvJ 
naan fur a lumber ttai A 
major portton of the 
iumhrt was npetrvi tu 
tngftand and France with 
hdw T Aktwk df New 
V»ei wrung as beuferv and 
(rsivfiig whir poplar 
hard* cardial ngjknjand 
ha%* m (weW 

tW Mall bufirJ a! 
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040 < ar M shipment fo 
Palmer. In Braxton 
i tminn The journey from 
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cKr WVAM R*ilruad. was 
—srthmg to hr talkrd 
dhx# 5txnr of f hr engine* 
emJ in Palmer ** lor* » 
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Jrrryvillc. and in ’41 state 
enow'll Point Mountain to Pa 
IUk Fork. Thr same shay l, a ? 
cntftnrn and loaders used in fron 
Nicholas were used m this proi 
operation ptoc 

Sox Riley was the mill tons 
boas with Windy R*we on & 


one aide and Harry fror 
(Hukworth on the ocher pro 
The lumberyard was 90 full to nr 
you could hardly find The 
room for a lumber stack A 19k 
major portion of the core 
lumber was exported to Parc 
England and France, with is nc 
John T Alcock of New as ai 
York serving as broker and maj< 
featuring wide poplar com 
boards used in England and b> 1 
France as paneling. pen 

The* mill burned at non 
daybreak in April 1941 mA 
(unknown day) Bv 1942. 
through the efforts of B 
A NX Corkm. w*.?h the Leal 
of SKorty Reese con- 
drafting the ffnK » x% liiet 
trbsah Mr l orkang. vHo 19 
luemrrb »>A NLi 2.t* 
Oulmm as Th. (man tim 
spmis l sliMmu. and esti 
* •** r K *u . i.**.! 5J0i 




\ 


oilId m*k»* their 
to Hms*' *nd their 
U«t Somr B\ the 
ON «U the C'urnn 
KjkI nxJtJe it to 
*nd the West 
Midland was 
y m cod 

t part of 1929and 
u« Firm Wilson 
^ochraJ sent to 
nh the Me 1 
i MI Skidmore. 
y pul thr steel of 
» rrpru* V(:JlinJ 
r SpnMt A Mr 
X kud the 
d lor the W est 
dfarvf Railroad. 
m that fkx*ro> 
ai ihnj a tern 
r of a 

4pr 


ore Cwrnn 
*CW»T hdu^hf 

**» * * w wMni 

e» w » « e» 

I lTfhtjfi 


fo meet the challenge and 
rebuild the null. The mill 
was m> well assembled 
under the guidelines of Mr 
Corkin. that they had a 
normal cut the first day and 
m levs than 120 days, both 
sides were running. 

rhe null ran from 1942 
to 1945. mainly from 
timber on the Back Fork of 
Elk and Pointa Mountain. 
The mill finally closed in 
1945 and the mill assets 
sold to Harrison Lumber 
Company of Arkansas. 
The old engines were sold 
to Midwest Steel and Junk 
of Charleston, WV. The 
engines were cut up and 
loaded at old Red Oak 
Mine It was indeed a sad 
Jbt tn thr history of 
narrow gauge railroads 
• Sen R. Roy ran old No. 
12. with the smokrstack 
and *<her parts gone, from 
Red Oak down through 
Arrmio, senna the river to 
l%r >mJ mill tife. where thr 
were Later «»U to Ely 
TVuanaw Lumhcr Uirnpany 
o4 fcnwiik Nicholas 
Oawnry 



.oal production. The 
population has dropped 

from a high of approxima¬ 
tely 1,800 to about 250 
people. Coal production i s 
still alive with Ike Lewis, a 
former football coach and 
coal stripper, from 
Pickens. How much 
production he gets is 
unknown to this writer, 
but I would estimate 
approximately 700 tons 
per day. 

Bcrgoo No. 4, from 
1935 to 1959, was a rather 
good mine with a lifetime 
production of 6,498,554 
tons. It was a thriving 
mining town with 70 
houses, company store, 
school, church, and union 
hall. The taxis out of 
Webster Springs kept the 
road hot bringing the 
miners to tow n and back to 
spend their money. 

The No. 5 mine was only 
in operation from 1945 to 
1950, with a production of 
501.780 tons 

Britton No I from 1943 
Co 1943 never amounted to 
a whole lot. 10,178 tons 

Britton No l. from 

194 3 to 1949. produced 
l.W'4.585 com. and was a 
great trrvtcr to the pint 
Itunlc The waiter or rone 
(ual refrsted by the w *du*t 
e*J dryer uwrd by 

all 

Wwbm i 

law or an 
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The ow **, Strr | and Junk 
ro Mid *'** 1 y^/V The 
of ' h * rk *‘'"' , UP Anti 

r n T? .T ou r«* t>,k . 

mThT i. »«* «“ lwJ * “4 

«, d«- looorv o 

.. ..fluue railroad* 

"hen K‘»'> R°V ran old Nl ’ 

l.\ «„h tl.r •mokc.i*.-k 
„, u i t *hrr I'-rtn K*one. from 
g^j <.'.«& down through 
Brrgoo, across (Ik* river to 
(he old null ute. where the 
|w( f t’» were liiter sold to fcly 
I Kniu* I umber Company 
.o Ken wick. Nicholas 


iaM |w^ from bounty 
H the njmr oi fhe No 9 engine is all 
Hr in (hat remain* fn>m a legend 
~. y - •» . »cars narrow gauge engines. It 

m toil i% %nll in operation and 
N Apre l«29 bring used as a tourist 
»s. was attraction in the state of 
KUrvlind 

The Curtin story could 
re written in book form 
and would be worthy of 
safe in a ny book store in t he 

L ruled states My mam 


production or o.^v«,554 
tons It was a thriving 
mining town with 70 
houses, company store, 
school, church, and union 
hall. The taxis out of 
Webster Springs kept the 
road hot bringing tl*. 
miners to town and back to 
spend their money. 

The No 5 mine was only 
in operation from 1945 to 
1950. with a production of 
501,780 tons. 

Britton No. 1 from 194 1 
to 1943 never amounted to 
a whole lot, 10,178 tons. 

Britton No. 1, from 
1943 to 1959, produced 
3,664,585 tons, and was a 
great service to the poor 
people. The waste or bone 
coal rejected by the washer 
and dryer was used by 
about all the people in 
Webster County, at one 
time or another. Large piles 
of bone coal remain today. 
It was used for fills, roads. 
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IV mining WOW from 
|0|0 to l** 4 has niadc ® 

Complete change I he 
p*f Jrr Curtin home office 
«» now located there at well 
XI an all cfcctfic sawmill A 
ni^tf purtum of the coal 
cvcnfwny hmiri are owned 
h mJmduiU and a large 
prtirtKafr of the popub- 
mi r- ^ work for private 
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every day in the mines and 
got more out of the store 
than they earned. 

'Die old scrip story (buy 
cigarettes for $2.00 per 
carton and sell them for 
$1.50) applies to many 
other item*, and the 
sharpies down town took 
advantage of the opportun¬ 
ity. About everybody in 
town took scrip, if they 
could get it cheap enough 
It went right back to the 
company store and they 
bought meats, groceries, 
furniture, and gas It was a 
way for the miners to get 
medicine or any other 
worthy purpose. They used 
CO pUy poker at Bergoo and 
Barton and scrip pbyed the 
same as cash It served a 

C rpusc on Elk River as 
al tender 

Mr Orkney, from our 
tow n of Webster Springs, 
has worked a lifetime for 
ClMlhl fllW as a lumber 
salesman In 1927 he amr 
to Webster County as store 
manager, buying and 
runn«~g thr Curtm store 
until ret i rement They had 
Continued Qt» IHgr H 
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The Wctiern Maryland R a Hr (Hid Bridge at 
Mat tunned tun major floods in leu chan 
ft r»»t> Jwjf up the tracks many UtctrmoUves 

Mmi to •h*/f fhr car* in the yards . 
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Paul G. Thayer 


morning. «t 7:30 nnd thirty 
minutes late lor thr daily 
run to Buckhannon. They 


, i >ieih r>rr txiil thr throttle and conductor came up to Mr. 

■ n.' »*> No» the whistle tor the Thayer in the cab of the 

•mar rt BCxc' Raiir.ud He went to engine (3113) and said to 
war ht* »ori. a» a fireman in 1<H4 Mr. Thayer, "You are not 
. clore* and running as an running a freight train, we 

to hn engineer in 1047- He arc thirty minutes late." 

tor started running the 1212 Mr. Thayer said to the 
irters to freight engine, later the fireman, "We will pull into 
p.eha 1314 In December 1949 Buckhannon on time.” He 
raiirmd he bumped into the pulled down the track at 

around passenger run from Pickens about 40 miles per hour for 

>ve. hn railroad to Buckhannon. steam a mile and a sign said Track 

j tas esebrows engine *3113. His first warning, 10 miles per 

i iikr a midget three days in Pickens is hour.’ 

.:rcu» Hu something to remember. He never touched the 


rhaycr in the cab of the 
•ngine (3113) and said to 


pulled down the track at 
about 40 miles per hour for 
a mile and a sign said 'Track 


hard * He started from Buckhan- 



mber. He never touched the 
khan- throttle. He said at times he 
1941 thought the engine and 
t and passenger cars were all 
going into the river. He 
I pulled into Adrian and the 
conductor gave him 
another visit and informed 
him to slow it down, we 
were ahead of time. 

Mr. Thayer ran the 
Pickens to Buckhannon 
run for six months and the 
conductor never talked to 
him again about his 
schedule. The second night 
in Pickens, Mr. Thayer 
went to bed at the Pickens 
Hotel as soon as supper was 
over. He woke up about 
12:00 o’clock to go to the 
Johnny house. The fire had 
gone out in the pot belly 
stove. He reached for his 


;t porch of thr second floor 
V of the hotel. Mr. Thayer 
y finally made it back to the 
y bed and the Hostler for 
J 3113 informed him and the 
t fireman that the engine and 
water lines to the passenger 
t coaches were freezing up. 

> Mr. Thayer, the fireman 
t and Hostler had the engine 

thawed out, heat in the 
' passenger coaches and 
: 3113 and crew was on their 

> way at 7:30 a.m. for 

: Buckhannon. 

Mr. Thayer served as 
engineer on the 5005 
passenger train engine from 
Richwood to Clarksburg. 
He also blowed the whisde 
and pulled the throttle on 
7608, one of the biggest 
steam engines ever in 
service except the 614, that 
runs continuously on 
excursion runs yet today 
and yearly from Cincinnati 
to Hinton. The 7608 was 
192 feet long from cow 
catcher to the coupling at 
the end of the water tank 
with a 235 lb. steam 
pressure, held 25 tons of 
coal and 22,000 gallons of 
water and was used to haul 
troop trains all over the 
United States during 
World War n. 

Mr. Thayer has trained a 
number of young engineers 
on diesel. Tommy Bragg, 
Don Snyder and many 
many others. He has run on 
about all the trackage from 

Gauley Rivers, Grafton 


and Cumberland, Mary- fire and the recent wreck « 
land; there is little trackage Central» Tunnel WV«-r. 
in the scope of the B&.0 you come out of the 4.y 
Grafton yards that Mr. feet tunnel it «only ahou> 
Thayer has not covered. 40 feet to the 600 feet long 
Mr. Thayer was the bridge with guerdeTs ever, 
original objector to the 100 feet and over 200 feet 
conditions at the old down to the water The da-, 
Beanery at Co wen. He filed of the wreck the engineer 
a report on several was through the tunnel and 
occasions about living on the burning bridge and 
conditions, screen doors, engines passed over the 
beds and general condi- bridge on the steel guerder. 
dons. A new air condition- and clearing the burr.;:,; 
ed Beanery was built and ties and hot steel as they 
this writer and his brothers slid across the guerders the 
were the prime contract- fuel oil tanks were split and 
ors. We also started the when the fuel oil hit the hot 
Cass Scenic Railroad the steel it made a tremendous 
same year. fire. Somehow the 

Mr. Thayer wrecked at engineers and train crews 
Orlando in Braxton managed to put out the fire 


Mr. Thayer wrecked at engineers and train crew-s 
Orlando in Braxton managed to put out the fire 
County in 1958. The first and save die engines. Mr 
car behind three engineers Thayer was one of die 
kicked a rail and 31 coal engineers who helped 
cars loaded, jumped the rebuild the bridge and 
track and piled up 6 deep. restore railroad traffic. 

We were clocked at 39 Mr. Thayer married a 
miles per hour when we railroad woman. His 
wrecked. Charlotte Thayer, was a 

Mr. Thayer wrecked two clerk and telegraph 
miles east of Cowen on operator in Grafton before 
Laurel Creek’s steepest they moved to Cowen. 
grade. We had a loose Mr. Thayer was bom to 
wheel that wouldn't slow be a railroad engineer. He 
down in a curve and turned has many good pictures of 
sideways and derailed 37 engines and wrecks and can 
coal cars. There is probably talk for hours abost his 

coal on Laurel Creek lifetime railroad expen 
today. It went all over the ence. He is a li ving, walking 
hillside. 1 once wrecked legend on B6cO Rjuilrcad 
one, the big Ditch, coming history. A mcmberjjjf ^ 
from Camden-on-Gauley. Cowen Railroad , 

Wc came upon a broken Hume, Mr. Thayer is a m*n 
0.11 .ml we Jc-.aifni itt that all Webster CounriS^M 
hoppers of coal. Every- and West Virginians^ 
body remembers the bridge should be proud of. 
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Paul G. Thayer 


Paul G. Thayer, a 90 lb. 
railroad engineer, who was 
not supposed to make it 
because of his size, his 
engineer leather gloves 
come almost to his 
elbows, he had to look for 
small women’s garters to 
hold the sleeves up on his 
shirt and his blue railroad 
handkerchief went around 
his neck twice, his railroad 
cap tipped his eyebrows. 
He looked like a midget 
with a circus. His 
determination and hard 
work made him one of the 
best railroad engineers to 


ever pull the throttle and 
blow the whistle for the 
B6tO Railroad. He went to 
work as a fireman in 1944 
and was running as an 
engineer in 1947. He 
started running the 1212 
freight engine, later the 
1314. In December 1949 
he bumped into the 
passenger run from Pickens 
to Buck han non, steam 
engine #3113. His first 
three days in Pickens is 
something to remember. 
He started from Buckhan- 
non to Pickens in a 1941 
Ford at 7:30 at night and 


arrived in Pickens the 
morning, at 7:30 and tl 
minutes late for the < 
run to Buckhannon. 
got the train on the mo 
Alexandra and 
conductor came up tc 
Thayer in the cab o 
engine (3113) and sa 
Mr. Thayer, "You ar 
running a freight trai 
are thirty minutes 
Mr. Thayer said tc 
fireman, "We will pul 
Buckhannon on time 
pulled down the tra 
about 40 miles pier ho 
a mile and a sign said r 
warning, 10 mile: 
hour.’ 

He never touche 
throttle. He said at di 
thought the engin 
passenger cars we 
going into the riv< 
pulled into Adrian s 
conductor gave 
another visit and ini 
him to slow it doi 
were ahead of time. 

Mr. Thayer ra 
Pickens to Buck 
run for six months 
conductor never ta 
him again aboi 
schedule. Thesccor 
in PickrtVk. Mr 
went to bed at the i 
Hotel as a\w as sup 
over He woke up 
1 2 '00 o'clock to go 
johnni house The t 
go nr out in (he po 









rhr »4mtlr for the 
feilrtid He went to 
% a fireman in I **44 
** running as an 
-r m 1047 He 

runna* the 1212 
m«ine. later the 
n Dtvem b er 1949 
toped into the 
rr run from Pickens 
khan non. steam 
*3113. His first 
its cn FVrkens is 


arrived in Pickens the next 
morn inn. * r 7: 10 and thirty 
minutes late for the daily 
run to Buckhannon. They 
got the train on the move to 
Alexandra and the 
conductor came up to Mr. 
Thayer in the cab of the 
engine (3113) and said to 
Mr Thayer, "You are not 
running a freight train, we 
are thirty minutes late.” 
Mr Thayer said to the 
fireman, "We will pull into 
Buckhannon on time." He 
pulled down the track at 
about 40 miles per hour for 
a mile and a sign said 'Track 
warning, 10 miles per 
hour.’ 


remember He never touched the 


rr. F uck Kan throttle. He said at times he 



thought the engine and 
passenger cars were all 
going into the river. He 
pulled into Adnan and the 
conductor gave him 
another vtsit and informed 
him to slow it down, wc 
were ahead of time. 

Mr Thayer ran the 
fVkms to Buckhannon 
run for mx months and the 
conductor never talked to 
him again about hit 
•cheduir The second night 
* btbrs. Mr Thayer 
*> bed at the Pickens 


•* 


•** *» thr im ball* 



porch of the second floor and Cumberland, Mar 
of the hotel. Mr. Thayer land; there is little track a 
finally made it back to the in the scope of the B6*. 
bed and the Hostler for Grafton yards that h 
3113 informed him and the Thayer has not covered 

fireman that the engine and Mr. Thayer was 1 

water lines to the passenger original objector to 
coaches were freezing up. conditions at the « 
Mr. Thayer, the fireman Beanery at Cowen. He fi 
and Hostler had the engine a report on seve 
thawed out, heat in the occasions about liv 
passenger coaches and conditions, screen do* 
311 3 and crew was on their beds and general coi 
way at 7:30 a.m. for tions. A new air condic 
Buckhannon. ed Beanery was built 

Mr. Thayer served as this writer and his brad 
engineer on the 5005 were the prime contt 
passenger train engine from ors. We also started 
Richwood to Clarksburg. Cass Scenic Railroad 
He also blowed the whistle same year, 
and pulled the throttle on Mr. Thayer wrecke 
7608, one of the biggest Orlando in Bra* 
steam engines ever in County in 1958. The 
service except the 614, that car behind three engu 
runs continuously on kicked a rail and 31 
excursion runs yet today cars loaded, jumped 
and yearly from Cincinnati track and piled up 6 . 
to Hinton. The 7608 was We were clocked a 
192 feet long from cow miles per hour whe 
catcher to the coupling at wrecked, 
the end of the water tank Mr. Thayer wreck© 
with a 235 lb. steam miles east of Cow* 
pressure, held 25 tons of Laurel Creek's ste 
coal and 22,000 gallons of grade We had a 
water and was used to haul wheel that w ouldn't 
troop trains all over the down in a curve and n 
United State* during sideways and deraiic 
World War U. coal cars There is pro. 

Mr Thayer has trained a coal on Laurel C 
number 1 4 young engineers u*da> It went all ove 
»*» dirxrl 1«Muniv Hrag; hillside I HKV wee 
lkm Snyder and many one, the big I'mh. cot 
m*ny odini llriun runon * ntijrn t«i iiui 






1 of the *erood (hsor 
r hotel Mr Jhaver 
i* maJr tt Kk'k h 1 
tnJ the IU"*Ur 
mhKtnrxi him *n d the 
in that the engine *nd 
knr» n> the f warngrr 
% mete fiaiw t up 
)mrr the AmM 
wtirr haJ thr engine 
| out. hemt in the 
jget coaches and 
(%• err* *w their 
r ? : V »m (or 


•erved n 
r on chr 5005 
t tn— tnpn t from 
d «k> ilirbfeun 
rhr whaatir 
v* thr dwocxlr on 


»a 
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t on 
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mui Cumberland, Mwry 
Und. there is little truckage 
in the scope of *hc B6tO 
tirafton yard* that Mr. 
Thayer has not covered. 

Mr Thayer was the 
original objector to the 
conditions at the old 
Beanery at Cowen. He filed 
a report on several 
occasions about living 
conditions, screen doors, 
beds and general condi¬ 
tions A new air condition¬ 
ed Beanery was built and 
this writer and his brothers 
were the prime contract¬ 
ors Wc also started the 
Casa Scenic Railroad the 
same year. 

Mr Thayer wrecked at 
Orlando in Braxton 
County m 1958. The first 
car behind three engineers 
kicked a rail and 31 coal 
cars loaded, jumped the 
track and pried up 6 deep 
We were clocked at 19 
mdrt per hour when we 
wrecked 

Mr Thayer wrecked two 
•*k» emt id Cowen on 

Laaarv! Creek's at repeat 
Wc had • iuo«r 
hat wouldn't alow 
•••curve and turnrJ 
17 

Ba« 


fire nnd the recent wreck at 
Centralis Tunnel. When 
you come out of the 400 
feet tunnel it in only about 
40 feet to the 600 feet long 
bridge with guerders every 
100 feet and over 200 fce t 
down to the water. The day 
of the wreck the engineer 
was through the tunnel and 
on the burning bridge and 
engines passed over the 
bridge on the steel guerders 
and clearing the burning 
ties and hot steel as they 
slid across the guerders the 
fuel oil tanks were split and 
when the fuel oil hit the hot 
steel it made a tremendous 
fire. Somehow the 
engineers and train crews 
managed to put out the fire 
and save the engines. Mr. 
Thayer was one of the 
engineers who helped 
rebuild the bridge and 
restore railroad traffic. 

Mr. Thayer married a 
railroad woman. His 
Charlotte Thayer, was a 
clerk and telegraph 
iterator in Grafton before 
they moved to Cowen. 

Mr Thayer was bom to 
hr a railroad engineer Hr 
has many good picture* of 
and wreck % and can 
* afaaawt 
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Asking Politicians To Consider Youth And C.C.C 


»*»d It rtwir H valet checkerboard John l 

h» "* »hr Motor of l Vlcgalr* ahirts, clc. Out of tl 
dotaj*r». At the oral election I was day. 25-member co 
ktahxa elected to the Silver Haired tre mvnti||arion car 
*» tr-.x-r. Senate and waa circled as State Temporary cca 

• wrl aa tVraidmt. but waa declared program (STEP) Si 

hnatt utrivible because I would hour stare park ■ 
tic* a-tJ ra»r sign an alfidavii that I program, the wclfar 
at.-w ha> wouU not run for public and garden prograr 
•eaJ «. a office the first $30,000 fc 

If Ur In I 958. under President stamps in McC 

U or Eisenhower, WV economy County alone, later i 
steeds was flat unemployment in Logan, Clay and U 
e same southern WV was at an all- and then statewid 
x ttxer nme high. Linemploymcnt now nationwide. 
nr r m funda were gone, relief and Last year 1985,11 
county rood orders were almost in Charleston, five 

vjoiph impossible, Red Cross, weikly that cc- 

. churches and charity Kanawha, Putnam, parts of 

Pari organizations were broke. Clay, Fayette and Boone. 1 

3 can* The southern counties of have a TV library, VHS 

carers. McDowell. Mingo, Logan and Beta, thirty-six 30- 

u-uscs and Mercer were at a minute TV shows with 

k and standstill. various legislators, State 

m the As an elected member of Senators and Board of 
recess the WV Legislature, we Public Works all on file at 

mnus- organised a committee for my home at 216 River 

c as distressed areas of WV. I Drive, Webster Springs, 

incrs. was appointed chairman of WV. They have run as re- 

pt the the 25-member committee, runs in Webster Springs, 

V, the I see poverty at the worst Buckhannon and are now 

i the with ugly conditions, running in Morgantown 

Dick outside toilets with their and will run in Elkins 

cd a sticky smells, a clinging immediately after Christ- 

it by odor long after you left the mas. I hope the Tv cable 

,rcuit scene, shoestrings dangling subscribers of Webster TV 

Mr from oversized hard-toe Cable Service demand they 

* tied mining boots, caps and run the TV Sheriff Given 

voted socks pulled down over show in Webster Springs, 


security, veteran's benefits. 

-i- — --— labor contracts, etc. 

provide such jobs. The Congress helps themselves 
Reagan administration is and trying hard to make 
running wild with space second class citizens out of 
age, star wars, and military our citizens. They have said 
and defense contracts, so amen to Reagan's star wars, 
many and so big that congressional benefits, 
controls have been lax Junkets and continue to 

_ — ,--- while taxpayers arc buying vote for 2 trillion deficits 

11' loser, he doesn't agree. We ash trays for $100 each and that our children and 

J, don’t need him on the bolts, nuts, washers and grandchildren can never 

er team. Election after screwdrivers for $40 each. pay. 

id election the people help me Congress has been The great 100-year flood 
knock on doors — the brainwashed into approv- of November 4 and 5, is 
V team gets out their cash ing safety for this nation to history, and people, towns 

ts political funds, and pay on the tune of a 2 trillion debt and government agenda 

rd the precinct level — and if at 8% interest while at the 
necessary re-finance same time reducing the 
election day about noon, standard of living of the 

and start giving and buying, middle and working class 

I always make them spend, by tightening of black lung, 
hustle, pull their hair, fight food stamps, social 
among themselves and 
promise one another and 
Ward healers political 
dreams of elephant size. 

Jobs are the main issue in - T ~V _ * 

WV and the nation. 

Serious questions should Mt 

be raised by the WV H 

legislature and our "TB 

Congressional delegation t S»y 

in Washington, DC about 

any government or any £► ~'w . 

economic system that can ^ J ^1 

provide jobs to all who 
need them and arc able to 
work. It is crystal clear with ^ 
unemployment at about 


lgcment. 


politicians, both state and 
national. Think of all the 
laid-off coal miners. If the 
government and politicians 

Continued On Pa*e 12 
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If you are interested in Gas and Oil and need 1,000 acres 

blocked up Mike Ross can help you. If you are from any 

of the 18 Latin American Countries and have gas and oil 

acreage for sale, Mike Ross will buy, sell or 

help you block up acreage for drilling or l_J 

selling. Mike Ross tCsfl 

Buckhannon, WV 26201 


Mike Ross Gas and Oil Coalton 
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Mike Ross Gas and Oil Coalton 

If you are interested in Gas and Oil and need 1,000 acres 

blocked up Mike Ross can help you. If you are from any 

of the 18 Latin American Countries and have gas and oil 

acreage for sale, Mike Ross will buy, sell or 

help you block up acreage for drilling or 

selling. Mike Ross 

Buckhannon, WV 26201 
(304) 472-1110 
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between Slaty fork and 
Elkins- The steam Malles' 
of the Western Maryland 
Railroad stopped for 
water, coal and orders. It 
was an enjoyable place for 
railroad workers to relax 


which Is hard to believe, 
but elements of the same 


Webster Springs, Our very 
own people oT this town 
were without water and 
electricity for one week and 
people from Uppcrglade 
and other parts of the 
country were sidelined In 
Webster Springs from 2 to 

Lc da e’S,be T r he 7" m f94? 

Although I was in Germany 


WORTHY'S GENERAL STORE 






































Coldest And Highest 


Having spent Part of the 
f tv%x > month* in Cass, 
K. an J tin occasions 
\n* tm' 1 * out from work 

* ,iton die front porch of 

old Company Store, 

Thuh « r ouc nmc y vas one 

^ the biggest in the state 
Lj kept about anything 

* Hl wantru, one hears the 
ihotle of old No. 4 Shay 
ffijjine purchased from 
p.rch Valley Lumber 
Company. Tioga. WV and 
nti« used at Cass as a 
remembrance of old 
legging days and as an 
eiuursHm train for people 
from all over the U.S. and 
foreign countries. At the 
present time, old No. 4 
•ervrs as a training engine, 
traaung some young men 
at future engineers for the 
Cass Venn Railroad when 
m is completed to Raid 
Kite*' The No. 7 Shay 
cnginr. which recently 
marj thr Mnunuin State 


many thousand feet of 
lumber was sawed in 24 ( 

hours (242 M feet). They 
all remember certain 
railroad wrecks and snow 
storms and about all ot 
them have been in the town 
of Spruce in its heyday, 
propulate 500 in 1914, 
boarding house, post 
office, school and Dr. 
Coffer and his pill bag and 
motor car. 

Mr. Walter Good, 
railroad engineer on the 
Spruce line from 1927 
until 1960, can give you as 
much or more information 
as anyone in Cass. In fact, 
be was the engineer for No. 

1 to Bald Knob when the 
politicians and Mr. Barron 
took the last ride. He 
recalls a wreck on the run 
around in Spruce with a 
700 Malley belonging to 
the Western Maryland. He 
was running Shay No. 12, 
reversing the bar. The 700 
hit him again Shay No 12 
was never run anymore. He 
said It was really sad to see 
such a gixni engine be cut 
up for |unk, as the Khmer 
Lumber C Company Engines 

Nsm 2. S. 8.9. 10. II. and 


ShayviiliineaNu. 12 all , 
(>50 ton) were- i 
exclusively on the , 
mile being rebuilt rn; 
two and sometimes 
in 24 hours. 
C6cO from Ronccrv 
Durbin took 100 a 
lumber, pulp and t 
bark, from Cass i 
every day to Covi 
Virginia and Luke 


Maryland. Mr. Goo 
was one of the engir 
this run for 
remembers the old 
car and tried tokee 
him as much as \ 
There were so mar 
trying to travi 
Sp r uce to Cass 
dangerous riding 
cars. Thirteen we 
could haul and g< 
the switch back* 
used a brakemar 
two cars. He 
supply car arw 
were overloaded 
pickers in the si 
an awful lot < 
during the fall a 

Mr Good's 
living m Cass, i 
boarding house 
or Cheat Jurv 
19411*46, an 
the last of the I 


a Shay engine 


I ngnw i v 

M1MI W* 






Kbp.* A * y% a 2 d n * T 

K ,,rsi«»n train (or |ieoplc 

2£l »H over the U S and 

£«•«> ■ ,h ^ 
ty r^ent time, old No. 4 

J^vr* ** * training engine, 
Jetting young men 

n* future engineer* for the 
I Qga» Scenic Railroad when 
completed to Bald 
fcnob The No. 7 Shny 
engine, which recently 
visited the Mountain State 
Forest Festival, was 

K urchaard by the Natural 
sources Department 
from Meadow River 
l'««m|vuiv. Raincllc, WV. 
Shay No 5 and No. I are 
two of the original engines 
left from tnc Mower 
l.umber Company. Num¬ 
ber S is m operation and 
No 1 is being completely 
overhauled and will be 
rtaJy for service by June of 
196? Shay No 1 was the 
last engine to Bald Knob tn 
1961 with Waflv Barron 


othrf state ultKiaU 


spruce line from 1927 
until I960, can give you as 
much or more information 
as anyone in Cass. In fact, 
hr was the engineer for No. 

1 to Bald Knob when the 
politicians and Mr. Barron 
took the last ride. He 
recalls a wreck on the run 
around in Spruce with a 
700 Malley belonging to 
the Western Maryland. He 
was running Shay No. 12, 
reversing the bar. The 700 
hit him again. Shay No. 12 
was never run anymore. He 
said it was really sad to see 
such a good engine be cut 
up for junk, as the Mower 
Lumber Company Engines 
Nos. 2, 3, 8. 9, 10. 11. and 
1 3 got the same treatment 
later on. He stated to me 


Spruce to < 
dangerous rlc 
cars. Thirtee 
could haul a 
the switch \ 
used a brak 
two cars, 
supply car 
were overlo 
pickers in t 
an awful 
during the 


that he had a Shay engine 
off the track as many as 12 
times in one day. 

As you know. Mower 
Lumber Company had 
their own *hop (still in 
operation) and made all 


Mr. Go 
living in C 
boarding \ 
or Cheat 

1941-1941 

the last of 
Soruce. Cl 
the rail) 
between 
Elkins. T 
of the W 


wad buying of the Casa 
the State of 

Vn» Virginia 
Sitting on the store 
f»«ch. ant hears wiki laic* 
of Thorn* Hennings and 
tbg John Cochran, as well 
as Many uthrrt Somehow 
Mtnhrf more ihnil 
* tf fgKti. muf-kri 


Railroad 
water, co 
w as an ei 
railroad 

and asst 
railroad 


a jattrm for the piece out 

of wood, then go to the 
shop and with the help and 
advice of others, would 
cast the p iec e out of steel 
The present railroad 
known as the Can Scetuc 
Railroad. w» a really busy 


hunting 

story of 
w hich » 

but detn 


storm 
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own peo 
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Sitting on thr store 
pofeh. one hears wtld talcs 
of Thornt Hennings and 
|\,JJ lohn Gochron, ns well 
many others. Somehow 
they rr mem her more about 
bmr», flat fights, murder*, 
and jail* than about how 


of wood, then go to the 
shop and with the help and 
advice of others, would 
cast the piece out of steel. 

The present railroad 
known as the Cass Scenic 
Rnilroad, was a really busy 
place from 1906 to 1913. 


Pardee-Curtin Lumber 


Continued From Page 6 
•Knit anything that you 
could ask for. The 
warehouse in Bcrgoo was 
equal to a large wholesale 
house I\>tatoes and many 
fcxxl items were bought in 
carload lots. 

The ftirdcc Curtin Store 
had many good store 
managers under Mr. 
Orkney Doy Brannon. 
Parcoal; Brack Davis, 
ftrcual. LB. Robinson, 
Brt*o. George Barnett of 
Camden on Gauley, 
&«*** The Curtin scores 
•ere considered among the 
ha of company store* in 
thr statr of West Virginia. 

It » this writer's opinion 
•hat Curtin was an 
ftxrUmt company It is 
•k»> this wract’s opinion 
lk»t every tun of coal and 
h*aj of lumhrr that 
Webster County 
‘h'df km horn cased by 
•W um U*«Jlrrt I hr 
l •< lUe*». No 



Virginia for employment. 
We arc thankful for all the 
good football players 
furnished to Webster 
Springs High School: Jack 
Nutter, Jim Lough, Grant 
Lough, Jim Arbogast, 
Ricky and Larry Cutlip, Joe 
and Phil Harris, Brack 
Davis, Ed Fincham, Duck 
Lipscomb, Clyde and 
Durward Leuikart, Dick 
and Argel Smith, Walt 
Helmick, and Frank Darko 
from Jerryville. 

We are proud Curtin 
sent us Grant Winkler, 
who works for the Scate 
Road, George Cnslip. our 
banker, his wife, a teacher 
in the local high school, 
and many others in all 
walks of life I wish for the 
Rirdee Curtin Lumber 
•employer* of bygone y ears, 
and present J«v employee*, 
many years of good health 
ami locoraa 

P S l\a a copy of ika 
«*«y in the attu or utdet 
thr hcsL and hegrt all thr 
mtaikrt I write once * 
wnri and pnrtrvtwai t* a 
had word to me 
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ghest 

jwrvi frvt of 
» mwtJ in 24 
M fmi They 
aher certain 
nit «nJ wn»* 
•tout all bt 
rvn nthci»»n 
at itt Krviiv. 
O) w 1914. 
Kouw poll 
oi ati Dr 
« S»B bag sod 

Itee Good. 

IM«r n ihr 

Hn?m 1927 

at pwf yew « 

r sstivwaxi 
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i Mr 


engines No 12uiui 1 \ 
(1^0 ion) were uted 
exclusively on rhe eight 
mile being rebuilt making 
rwo and sometimes three 
mp» in 24 hours. The 
i «SiO from Ronccrvcrt to 
Purbin took 100 cars of 
lumber, pulp and tanned 
bark, from Cass almost 
every day to Covington, 
Virginia and Luke Lake. 

Maryland. Mr. Good, who 
» as one of the engineers on 
this run for years 
rtmemhers the old supply 
car and ined to keep it with 
him as much as possible. 
There were so many people 
trying to travel from 
Sp-uce to Casa, it was 
^mgerous riding on the log 
cars Thirteen were all they 
och dd haul ani get through 
the tw ttwh backs and they 
used a brakeman foe every 
mn cars He said the 
sufldv car and log cars 
were overloaded with berry 
packer* in the summer and 
m arwfui kx ci hunters 
kaag (hr fall and winter 


He. still 
i (hr last 
Spruce 




days it w.o up to \\*. 
windows on ih<- second 2 
floor of the boarding 
house. Mr Good told me 
that they put two and three g 
railroad engines together to a 
plow the snow off the i 
tracks. Mr. Good ran the ^ 
lead engine and the snow 
came in the window of the 
engine so badly they had to 
stop and shovel the snow 
out of the cab. Mrs. Good 
said that during the snow 
storm they always had 
telephone connections 
with Elkins. The did run 
out of a lot of items to eat 
and had to bake biscuits 
three times a day. It was an 
experience of a lifetime. 
She only had bed room for 
14. and was stuck with 20, 
men and 2 women, and had 
to scratch the bottom of 
the barrel for food. It lasted 
for a full week and they all 
made it out in fine shape 
From the talk .on the front 
porch of the old Company 
Store of the Mower 
Lumber Company comes 
many a good story How- 
well they arc appreciated 
by the younger generation 
and the public i> unknown 
One thing foe wire comes 
to your mind when you 
mention Spruce. It wifely » 
(hr cidjrst and h*fwru 
|4acr in Wnl Virginia 


A Trip ’ 

Some two week* 
grabbed my hat ai 
and headed down 
Randolph, Pen 
Grant, Hardy, Hai 
and Jefferson c 
toward Baltimore 
with a Mr. Lili 
prudent of the 

Maryland Rail 
reference to a 
tourist train 
Webster Spr 
Spruce, to Ell 
possible conneci 
the Cass Scenic 
The 1.2 mile lit 
would connect 
Scenic Railr 
Western Man, 
the C&lO and n 
available to tea. 
unbelievable, l! 
' become a realit 
; a dream. W< 
f could be tl 
r tourist attract* 
i states in the ru 

1 talked wit 
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could haul and get through 
the switch hacks and they 
used a hmkeman for every 
two cars. He said the 
supply car and U>g cars 
were overloaded with berry 
pn kers In the summer and 
«n awful U»t of hunters 
during the fall and winter. 

Mr Good’a wife, still 
living in Cass, ran the last 
kwrdtng house at Spruce 
or t. heat Junction from 
|<*4I I ^4^, and that was 
the last v>f the buildings at 
Spruce Cheat junction was 
the railroad junction 
brtween Slaty pork and 
Elkins rhe steam Malley 
of the Western Maryland 

Railroad stopped for 


to scratch the bottom of 
the barrel for food. It lasted 
for a full week and they all 
made it out in fine shape. 
From the talk on the front 
porch of the old Company 
Store of the Mower 
Lumber Company comes 
many a good story. How 
well they are appreciated 
by the younger generation 
and the public is unknown. 
One thing for sure comes 
to your mind when you 
mention Spruce, it surely is 
the coldest and highest 
place in West Virginia. 


thc CfcscO and mal 
available to touri 
unbelievable. If tl 
become a reality 
a dream, Wes 
could be the 
tourist attractio- 
states in the nat 

I talked with 
who gave me 
encouragement 
he did listen t 
and agreed to 
look first han 
granted permii 
a couple of ra 
cars on Augu 
from Webste 


P<U^cMo*ttaA QoiMitlf 


WELCOMES 


W>// / 



water, coal and orders. It 
w *» an enjoyable place for 
railroad worker* to relax 

*nd itvmhlr history of 

wreck*. »now- 


area Mn Good tell* a rruc 
uorv of a mow storm 
which ts hard to believe, 
hut el e m ents of the same 
storm were here in 
U'chtrrr Sonnet Our very 
own froolr of this town 
were wm tout water and 
dsetrsetry for one week and 
pnupir from Vrf*rd+k 
ad other parts of (hr 
i i n^rn svtr «tdrbnrd in 
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*rr* Mr* Good telk • true 
m>rv of ■ *now * orm 

«% Hard to Mieve, 
Kit dement* of the **mc 
itorm were here in 
WrKtrr Soring* Our very 
,#n pcooW Of thi* u*vn 
mrre without water and 
electricity (ot one week and 
prx*rJr Inw Upperglade 
M>d other r* rt » °* ^ 
country owe sidelined in 
UVKirt SfCiiHPi from 2 to 




dav* The tune was 

»Jfv ember 7. 194 4 

AMwh«H I was in Germany 
M dtat time. 1 recall calking 
m> rmm of our cioams 
about their condition* 
during that par ocular week 
u# bv*#anr h**«oc\ Mr* 
Good said it atarted 
laaatnt at 6 a tn. 


[krtshrf 7 . 1944 and 
16 gwhea Hr 11 30 
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a«pag tnonk In three 
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A Trip To Bald Knob 


Some two weeks ngo, I 
grabbed my hat and coat 
and headed down through 
Randolph, Pendleton, 
Grant. Hardy, Hampshire, 
and Jefferson counties 
toward Baltimore to talk 
with a Mr, Liliac, vice 
pendent of the Western 

Maryland Railroad in 
reference to a possible 
tourist train out of 
Webster Springs to 
Spruce, to Elkins, and 
possible connections with 
the Cass Scenic Railroad. 
The 1.2 mile linking tract 
'*ouid connect the Cass 
Scenic Railroad, the 
Western Maryland, and 
the i 6c.Oand make service 
•vallabir CO BOUrtai that is 
unbelievable If this should 
hrvtimc a reality instead of 
a dream. West Virginia 
could be the greatest 
attraction of all (he 
tewn tn the nation. 

1 talked with Mr Liliac. 
who g*s t me only little 
fNCuufittmmi. however, 
fcr isdhurn tp my * 4 >ry. 


14. 1970 


Spruce, through the scenic 
wonderland from Bergoo 
to Slaty Fork, to Spruce. 

We were honored to have 
Mr. Utter back, trainmaster 
of the Elkins branch, as one 
of our drivers. We were 
accompanied by State 
Senator Mr. Carl Gainer, 
who is also Senate 
Chairman of the Natural 
Resources Committee, and 
Mr. Bob Phillips, his 
Republican opponent for 
the upcoming election on 
November 3, 1970. The 
young, energetic teacher 
from the local Webster 
Springs High School, Mr. 
.Leroy Crislip, was with us 
as photographer, and he is a 
real good one. His pictures, 
on this trip, will be a credit 
to Webster County cidaens 
for the next generation. We 
were fortunate in the 
services of Mr. Phillip 
Bagdon of Alexandria. 
Virginia, an employee of 
Jim Comstock’s and the 
’•Hillbilly”. This young 
nun is just starting in 
journalism and. his first 
sent as a writer, photo* 
grapher . and nrw-ijwprf 
man He was highly 
Continued Os I v *#f ** 


CoMtUy 








K tihr yntnerr gfiKTitton 
»r»d the public is unknown. 
CV»r thing for sure* comes 
iti your mind when you 
mrnnon Spruce, it surely is 
the coLfrwt and highest 
pUer m West Virginia 


who gave me only little 
encouragement, however, 
he did listen to my story, 
nurcr\tn let u» take a 
lnt>k first hand We were 
granted permission to take 
a couple of railroad motor 
vars on August 14. 1970 
from Webster Springs to 


Jim Comstock’s and the 
Hillbilly". This youn« 
man is just starting in 
journalism and. his first 
year as a writer, photo¬ 
grapher , and newspaper 
man. He was highl 
Continued On Page 
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The South Branch Valley Of West Virginia 


Valley is one of the great 
farming regions ot West 
Virginia. The poultry 


Amu* 14 , 1 963 
Dunng the process of 
launching and running a 


less a homecoming among 
the friendly people who 
migrated to the South 


Virginia tags and they were 
state cars—probably some 
political parasite sponging 








A Trip To Bald Knob 


Continued From Page 7 This tourist attraction a 
recommended by Mr. scenic train always loaded 

Comstock, and hr is, in my with people from through- 

opinion. one of the most out the United States, is a 
classical writers on railroad spectacular of wonder. As 
history to come down the the #7, a Shay relic of 
pike His writing, on this logging years, almost stalls 

trip, will he appearing in as t hey approach the 

newspapers throughout steepest grade injhe Cass 

VCest Virginia, and in due Scenic Kail 
time, throughout the aboard expe 

nation'-providing he a thrill whi< 

doesn’t become a second g j ves his < 

"Sheriff’ Given and let his photograph 
har go to a siae number 8 A shrill wh 

and want to run for r j n g Q f sm < 

Congress or move in on the cinders, all 

New York Times for his lasting m< 

first full time job. aboard. 

Mr E.O. Parker, a good 
. ..king, young track ^ C |i i 
supervisor was the driver a *' 

of rhe other motor car. He Maybe it 
t* a talented, slow, easy *5™^* a 

speaking, conscientious. f lec u no " ds ! 

'..Wo.J main, who Wh school 

^rlseved m carrying out his *-t>nrract. oi 

wdrrs ce» time We were thc ™non 

i u»y raking pictures, or a bad st» 

s. ram and i«Hiking for newspaper, 

letuc unvt that tno fine you tail 

‘*jf% fencirman will never but Au 

< 1 * Muthrr wugnmmi always 

* • V "f *Up happy mrmor 

Hsttsas seeking photo nek. 


good one 
to get pnntcd, 

e a day of lasting 
with Mr liter 
dr Parker. Mr 


'v;a»imrti| of 


itikisl im | 

>* k < tA* 

•“Iss UM( ikf 


1 amrt. Mr ( tulip, and 
the fine voting writer. Mr 
FhUlp {Ugikm As at 
ngtoMp ihr woe Jh. wftfr 
the stuff, pound thc 
tvncwfl»f. Jig through 

nntrs and ttv 
make mnumrf 
Mm volks and 


August 14. 19 
Purtng the 
launching and 
vt»ntr u ting busi 
nrtkd of veto 
ha%c thc mem 
eirphant. the < 





...,f (u ftnu* % 

Mr E.O.IMrter..joorf 

looking. vounB y* ck 

uiprfvlsor ww* the driver 
i Vhr other motor car Hr 
\ I r-kneed. ek"*. ra * v 
«>r£kmg. con»etentlou*. 
JElrSX main. who 

••••-'* *'“-»• 

will never 
another assignment 

£Te group of «U»P K“PPV 
(,HiriMi %rrkin« photo- 

(r Tfr"n r r*'""«" <> f 

Natural Resources was 

tiHirtroua enough t° leoo a 
helping hand CJne of their 
old. International. beat up 
trucks racked ua up at 
Spruce for the journey, 1.2 
miles over the old 
As b t m k ri railroad of the 
Uowrry Lumber Com- 
jan y to old Spruce, and the 
4 miles through the 
e^Mhlgfe# mm) mmrm 
paradtar to Bai J Knob 
rhe tram loaded with 
tourves. belching smoke 
(MuMgi the tall arrucr. 
a stack of linking 

MJ a nob ugri hanging to 
loeuac trees some 
feet m thr an (put 
there car Saturday evening 
K ^e*#T‘ Gtvetn and 
fee«eher ft K (kvrn and 
h* k hark i Tha* entrance 
•i t aa and fWLJ Kaob waa 
a danaas <d hnaufy by suenr 
ftMf atdbtaf. nap knn l 
h t^dmll Wi m ast a 
•nWgtai (4 grief in 
(^ana««Mi a riggaiMN 


Wc all have certain day 
*wv will always remember 
May lx- it was a church 
service, a football ganx. I 
election day. a lecture in 
high school or college, a big 

contract. c»r a fiat ftght with 

the Honorable Curt Trent, 
or u bad atory you gave to a 
newspaper, or a good one 
you failed to get printed, ■ 
but August 14, 1970 will 
always be a day of lasting 
memory with Mr. Utter- 
back. Mr. Parker. Mr 
Gainer, Mr. Crislip. and 
the fine young writer, Mr. 
Philip Bagdon. As we 
regroup the words, write 
the story, pound the 
typewriter, aig through 
papers, notes, and the 
dictionary, make innumer¬ 
able telephone calls, and 
bum the midnight oil, we 
receive no pay and little or 
no local help. 

You eon do lirrfr or 
nothing by yourself. 1 ask 
the people of Randolph, 
Pocahontas, and Webster 
to help t hemseh es and help 
sell tne idea of a tourist 
tram from Webster 
$pnn 0 to Bald Knob and 
from elk ms to Bald Knob 

sfesssl 

and down Elk River, thr 
Salt Sulphur Well* anJ 
Baths restorrd and a dolly 
fourtai train from Wrhatrr 
Vtinf to fold Knob No 
«wv man tin oo *n> iroug 
without the help of thr 
|»opkr | aak your help' 

ShawH, 

0 f “Shetgff* Gmt 



Asking Politicians To 
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broken. 
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v nvnn anti 
brother. R K Given and 
ftf F.U»ck) Tho entrance 
In ( 4 M anti halt! Knob ww 
a dream of beautv by w»mc 
ycaityg architect, empkiyed 
by Grief and !>aily It was a 
monument of grief in 
c*%n«m«tton. a paramount 
o i beauty for the tourist. 


Salt Sulphur Wells and 
Baths restored and a daily 
tourist train from Webster 
Springs to Bald Knob. Ntf 
one man can oo anyimttg 
without the help of the 
people...! ask your help! 

Sincerely, 

D.P "Sheriff" Given 


Asking Politicians To 
Consider Youth-CCC’s 


Branch 
Virginia, 
of nati 
splendor 
of my li 
which h 
broken, 
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thing in 
been ti 
West V 
through 
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Continued From Page 9 

anr human and logical, it 
would appropriate money 
and pa all these uncm 
phmd people to work, 
nrbuaiimg the flood towns 
of WV However. it is not 
(Irsr that the federal 
firMrrnmmt ts not going to 
hifftnk the appropriate 
Mr Much 1 cm pruvklr 
am thr man stair aa 
•Sr mpA C CC~% and NY A 

va tfu IP's Thi IS is what we 
ami ad tJk nuM have 

is saw*. |9frt haonn 
ManN t an a attending 



youths. It has been a new 
style of writing, like steak 
sauce poured over my 
fountain pen; like ketchup, 
mustard or lettuce on the 
burger. It isn’t so, writing 
style is a dish by itself. (Jim 
Comstock - WV HiUMh) 

A guod cook know? bow to 
combine cooking elements 
in the right amount at the 
right timr with the r*ehf 
tcmivrarurc. so this writer 
and tttcro has itnved to 
match w%»r«h and wnfeteo 

to put thr pdiistui Vi the 
tvwsncJ to 4%«fcs|%h* my 
•has Ort% thswh, 
im|U\ wswiiasssi 
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The South Branch Valley Of West Virginia 


u»t 


nr mrmoo of an 
the of 

lub, mJ tKr virwr c to 

drrtffi with imaginary 

kof<» that he can 



iSanr for rf* urT 
V at rut county, state 

rvafKXi that could be 
oded in the history 
ifct for the next 
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help of thr 
V«ir help! 
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Aa Given Construction 
Company approaches the 
«d of another contract 
(Webster County Memor¬ 
ial Hospital), I was 
r e pea ted to recruit some 
rlMterers from the South 
Branch Valley of West 
Virprua. which is truly one 
of nature's outdoor 
tendon So with the help 
of my little yellow truck 
•hich has the windows 
broken. 1 was furnished 
with s brer* that told me I 
had been missing some¬ 
thing tn all the years I had 
been traveling through 


Virginia lags and they were 
state cars—probably some 
political parasite sponging 
a night s lodging. 

At 11:30 p.m., I found 
mvselt on a moonlit 
rught dnving down the 
Canaan Valley on State 
Route No. 32 to Harman. 
There was no traftic and 
my memory drifted back to 
r^Mif new*; releases of 
millions of dollars for the 
development of a tourist 
mecca for that particular 
area. I remember a few 
years back when we were 
building the school at the 
mouth of Seneca—I rook 
the same ride in December 
during deer season and 
there seemed to be a tent 
pitched in every bend of 
the road with native 
citizens in quest of a deer. I 
drove real slow down the 
Allegheny Mountain to be 
sure of identification of a 
spot where a tractor trailer 
had wrecked and disposed 
of a trailer load of 
Campbell’s Soup and well 
remembered a few young 
boys seven or eight years 
old talking about the 


1cm a homecoming among 
the friendly people who 
migrated to the South 
Branch Valley. 

Yesterday’s sounds and 
today's in the unique South 
Branch of West Virginia, 
the sportsman’s paradise, is 
100 miles from city living. 
Yesterday’s sounds were 
those of fhe fire crackling 
with smoke signals from 
the Senecas or Cherokees, 
and the Indian "wa" cry, 
along with the yelps of the 
dying wildcat just pierced 
from the flint of the stone 
carved from the rock 
formations you now see as 
you roll merrily through 
the historic valley with a 
high powered engine at 
your fingertips listening to 
the commentators’ talk 
about the destruction of 
the world. 

Today the South Branch 


Valley is one of the great 
farming regions of West 
Virginia. The poultry 
convention (Chicken 
Pluckers J held yearly at 
Moorefield gives you a new 
look at industry. Poultry in 
the South Branch is big 
business and the Poultry 
Festival in Me 

way of re/1...,. . 

Virginia their life story, 
their customs and 
traditions. 


The Valiev remembers 
the McNeill Rangers; 
shares its old style homes; 
displays its primitive 
antiques and civil war relics 
in the Petersburg Museum. 
Beauty is in the South 
Branch Valley; unique 
Smoke Hole and Seneca 
Caverns, and Lost River 
State Park. It is a great place 
for sight-seeing and city 
sick vacation seekers. 


May 
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future runs. The fog was so 
thick from Cherry Falls to 
Bergoo you could cut it 
with a knife. At the 
crossing one mile below 
Bergoo, a few white faced 
cattle were grazing 
gracefully. Only three 
short days ago their lives 
tails and heads were high in 
the air on the verge of 
stampede from the effects 
of the steam, black billows 
of smoke, and the shrill 
whistle of Heisler #6, for 
the crossing. 1 stopped at 
Horton's Store for a few fat 
Blue Ribbon cigars. He had 
sold completely out to the 
tourists on Saturday and 
Sunday. 

By the time I passed the 
#4 mine, the fog had 
cleared and there were 
many campers and 
fishermen all along the 
river. 1 noticed one 
gentleman drinking water 
from a creek on the left- 
hand side of the rood. You 
could now see the snow 
lines about half-way up the 
mountains I passed a small 
cemetery below the road, a 
big buck deer was eating 
grass from around one of 
the markers, he made 
about six long jumps into 
the natural habitat or 
hardwood timber and his 
white tail vanished 1 
continued up Elk across 
the Pocahontas Countv 
line and headed across kit. 


What A Ride! 


s *"’> ia<W to* oui Wmuj.„q 

Airy, where 219 goes "Cheat Junction" and stop 
an r rh. at the end of the boarding 

house for water. On top of 
the water tank is about four 
tons of coal besides what is 
in the regular bin in 
preparation for our long 
journey to Cass. 

We leave Slaty Fork at 
9:35 a.m. with 200 lbs.-of 
steam with whistles 
blowing everything, ® foil 
capacity. Some are in 
doubt whether we can 
make it up Mt. Airy with 
seven empty cars, a 
caboose and 13 people. 
Stewart Swink, a Out 
brakeman, loses his pipe 
during the first 1,000 feet. 


under the Western 
Maryland Railroad bridge, 
there is about one inch of 
the slickest ice I ever 
encountered on a highway. 
Two house trailers on this 
side of the bridge and a 
McCleen tractor jack¬ 
knifed on the other side. 
The road had been 
completely blocked; a state 
road grader, and a load of 
salt cleared the road and I 
journeyed on to the Slaty 
Fork Railroad yard. "Doc" 
Carlson had old Heisler #6, 
snorting, smoking, and 
steaming. They are shifting 
to the main tracks, getting 


r Css* Seen*, 
our nuudm 
of the UVhscer- 
I JUndofc'h Scow Railroad 
I We sre now on the return 
B «ip riven Slaty K>ri by way 
I of Chest Junction to 
§ IVrtsn snd the interchange 
f K 1 the Chesapeake and 
I Ok> Railroad and our 
V teal destination—Cass, 
f mtth thee famous switch- 
| fodu and 12h miles of 
*crtp grades and unequaled 

caves and outstanding 


Railroad with a sellout 
crowd six weeks in 
advance. A fantastic short 
ndc on Friday, April 30, by 
2700 school children and 
teachers, the black billows 
of smoke, the whistle, the 
bell—a recreation of the 
19th century transporta¬ 
tion system. 

The town was spruced. 
The local people had spent 
much time and many hours 
and was well organized for 
the big day when we could 
say, "Welcome aboard the 
"Sait Sulphur Special’.” 


variation of passengers, 
newsmen, radio and 
television people, a 
sprinkle of real railroad 
buffs (approximately 40), 
civic clubbers, nature 
lovers, railroad executives, 
legislators, and state 
senators, all determined to 
have a real good time. It 
had been a big weekend for 
Webster County. The local 
people really had the "red 
carpet" out with local civic 
organizations presenting 
Webster County's state¬ 
wide nature tours, with 
lectures, barn dances, ramp 
feeds, and a full three days 
of recreation for our out of 
county and out of state 
visitors. They had all 
enjoyed the train ride in 
many pictures and 
recordings of sounds of 
steam all along Elk River 
from Webster Springs to 
Slaty Fork They had 
listened to the "best music 
in the world,” the brass bell 
ringing, the whistle sounds 
of a "whipporwill", the dry 
river, an echo as you pass 
through a gorge or deep 
cut. The full steam aheaa. 
the photo rounds, a whirling 
cloud of smoke and steam, 
cameras clicking away, j 
rewarding justification for 
Webster County and us 
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compktcU on oaiurday and 
Sunday, May 1 and 2, rhe 
maiden runt of the 

Wehatrr-Randofph Scenic 

Railroad with a sell-out 
crowd six weeks in 
advance. A fantastic short 
nde on Friday, Apnl 30, by 
2700 school children and 
teachers, the black billows 
of smoke, the whistle, the 
bell—a recreation of the 
19th century transporta¬ 
tion system 

The town was spruced 
The local people had spent 
much nmc and many hours 
and was well orpmued for 
(hr big day when we could 
say. **Wckorar dx*rd the 
"Salt Sulphur Special ” 
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What A Ride! 


_ __ \ and 2 . the 

maidrn run* of th 

WrKtrr Randolph Scenic 

R.tlr.wd w»tf» a sellout 
eka in 

aJv*n v r A fantastic short 

f>dr on f ndav AihiI 10, by 

:7vV w.Kxd children and 
rrwchrr*. the black billows 
M mv'kr thr whistle. the 
vf—« rr\ reatK'n oi the 
O^h century rrans|v>rta- 


The rown was spruced, 
r loot! people had spent 
arh ante and many hours 
f tra* well orpuuaed for 
bat day when we could 
Welcome aboard the 
* Sulphur Special’.” 



out laiuoua waici. Ji A aevut 

car newly painted, clean, 

distinctive open car tourist 
train headed by the world’s 
largest 100 ton Heisler 
steam engine — people 
clamoring lor scats, many 
taking their very first ride 
behind steam, a mixed 
variation of passengers, 
newsmen, radio and 
television people, a 
sprinkle of real railroad 
buffs (approximately 40), 
civic clubbers, nature 
lovers, railroad executives, 
legislators, and state 
senators, all determined to 
have a real good time. It 
had been a big weekend for 
Webster County. The local 
people really had the "red 
carpet" out with local dvic 
organizations presenting 
Webster County’s state¬ 
wide nature tours, with 
lectures, bam dances, ramp 
feeds, and a full three days 
of recreation for our out of 
county and out of state 
visitors They had all 
enjoyed the train ride in 
many pictures and 
recordings of sounds of 
•team all along Elk River 
from We hater Springs to 
Slaty Fork They had 
ItMitirvi to thr "brat music 
•n the wsrfld." thr brass bell 


wuik wan iicaUcMUsyajuaL 

I stop at Jimmy’s Esso (a 

local gas station) amid 
congratulations and some 
serious doubts about 
future runs. The fog was so 
thick from Cherry Falls to 
Bergoo you could cut it 
with a knife. At the 
crossing one mile below 
Bergoo, a few white faced 
cattle were grazing 
gracefully. Only three 
short days ago their lives 
tails and heads were high in 
the air on the verge of 
stampede from the effects 
of the steam, black billows 
of smoke, and the shrill 
whistle of Heisler #6, for 
the crossing. I stopped at 
Horton’s Store for a few fat 
Blue Ribbon cigars. He fad 
sold completely out to the 
tourists on Saturday and 
Sunday. 

By the time 1 passed the 
#4 mine, the fog had 
cleared and there were 
many campers and 
fishermen all along the 
river. I noticed one 
gentleman drinking water 
from a creek on the left- 
hand side of the road. You 
could now see the snow¬ 
lines about halt-wav up the 
mountains I passed a small 
cemetery below the road, a 
Kg bm k deer was eating 
grass tr*»n» around one of 
the markers, he made 
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Airy. «h*re 219 
under the Wcitern 
MartUnd Railroad bridge, 
there u about one inch of 
the darkest ice I ever 
mcuuntrerd iw • highway. 
T«v hwMj*c trailers on this 
lair at the bridge and a 
McOren fractor jack- 
knrfcd on the ocher side. 
The road had been 
as apktdy blocked; a statr 
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road grader, and a load of 


•aA dmrrd the road and I 
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"Cheat Junction" and scop 

at the end of the boarding 
house for water. On top of 
the water tank is about to ur 
tons of coal besides what is 
in the regular bin in 
preparation for our long 
journey to Casa. 

We leave Slaty Fork at 
9:35 a m. with 200 lbs.*of 
steam with whistles 
blowing everything, » full 
capacity. Some are in 
doubt whether we can 
make it up Mt. Airy with 
seven empty cars, a 
caboose and 13 people. 
Stewart Swtnk, a f 1 *** 
brake-man. loses his ptpe 
during the first 1,000 feet 
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Flatwoods Xo Cass 

,uge passenger tram. also i° S P^ k^SkrYou the left a Pm 
&lO Railroad passenger Vou "£/ n $ Holly Service Saaoo 

am. from Clarksburg to P®»* |tc Thompson, street the 

jchwood. Next you pass an J builder Store and 

te High Knob Methodist super Garage. At th 

:hurch and cemetery built ^ nSl, teaformer Murl s Resc 

Webster County native. right on 1 

You pass the New Hope Hamrick s B 

Church of Diana a Sendee Sjan 

people’s church paid for back to the 
^erected by the citizens State Route 

of Diana. When you stop at on >ourj 

±srJttsZ ter; 

Springs Turnpike, and see an exce 
Cool’s Country Store, and reasonabl 
Diana Post Office. Mineral S{ 
opposite Basil Cutlip’s the left i 
hometown park. Mr. wealth c 
idermy. Mr. Cutlip takes great pride in 
is really a his job as park supenn- sdvoolgn 

’ ’ tendent. You ate now 26 aU West 

ind up miles on your way to the School, 1 
o _.__ 86-mile trip to visit the non. Yc 
roach Cass Scenic Railroad, and9 come I 
miles out of Webster Roebuck 
Springs, sometimes called the Com 
Puzzle Hole because of help you 
Webster’s three big sulphur 
mountains: Miller, Point say tasti 
and McGuire. You have to You coi 
go downhill to get into past th 
Webster Springs and uphill serves t 
to get out. Cr 

You are now 35 miles on Service 
your 86 miles to Cass. You and Jir 
1.. Webster County, pass 
as Webster Springs, county Parcoal 
_ 559 square miles; Curnn 

939; Mayor Cassandra coal to 
Given; a small town with across 
down to earth people. As always 
' id cross cool n 


Only 86 Miles From 


v'» yearly homecoming. At 
the upper end of the 
airport, you rake liar Dyer 
Hill Road to Braxton 
County's beautiful mar¬ 
oon, shell-pink red brick 
health center. Next you 
pass the Morrison United 
Methodist Church, black 
top entrance, brick patio 
with four picnic tables with 
benches, a beautiful well- 
kept cemetery amid an oak 
grove, a great setting for a 
country church. You 
journey on past the 
Newville Road, home of 
Tom Gillespie, farmer, 
logging contractor and a 
great step on the WV 
Midland Railroad narrow 


1950—home church of 
Braxton County’s honored 
citizen Wilkie Dennison of 
Co wen, farmer, commun¬ 
ity newspaper reporter, 
builder of fiddles. 

Although a stone's throw 
from the Mount Hebron 
United Methodist Church you 
on the Corley-Caress 
Road, he hitch-hikes or 
walks the 1 Vi miles on the 
old Braxton Turnpike to the 
his home church at High 
Knob. You pass Ander¬ 
son’s Tar ,jf - Vm 

Anderson -, _ 

carpenter. I don’t know 

how he _ _3 

being a saviour for big game 
hunters. You appi— L 
Holly Junction headwaters 
of the Sutton Dam, where 
both forks of Holly come 
together. Six years ago, a 
railroad hub and busy 
depot when the narrow 
gauge passenger train out of 
Webster Springs made 
connection with the B&.0 
passenger trains out of 
Richwood to Clarksburg. 

It is now underwater and are 
the site is kne .. 

Kanawha Run Trading seat; 
Post. A country store, 
where people from all over 
the U.S. park their boats 939; 
during winter season. It is 
now run by Shirley and Jim 
Bright. This is a good place you 


amateurs- They arc all 
Hainrw and compemion 
to one another. A sale, a 
social event, a WV 
hotoncal event by the real 
mountaineers of WV. 

You pass Holly Gray 
ftrk. Braxton County's 4- 
H Club grounds and 
Braxton County's airport 
and home of Sutton Lions 
Club and Braxton Count- 


Or 
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Randolph a 

boo 28. 73 
m«l« 1.04€ 
Guv Kurop. 


historical : 
national'.', 
state Fort 
yearly. zb 
October 
has tUTTM 
brown, i 
you kno’ 
way. 

You 
Head, v 
219 an. 
#55, o 
pass t 
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—Only 86 Miles I 


Continued From 1 

like Ripley's Believe It or 
V* Uwnjj. trucktng and 
^milling 15 the chief 
vobtevi h ** the social 
fjchmng place for farmers 
wiling timber Sometimes 
tfcrv go back to the horse 
uui K**v dav*. cross cut 
««t, hone* »n«esd of bull 
Joccrv anJ trains instead 
of trucks and tractor 
srsden Cogar's Restaurant 
m full of hardworking. 
kMBt people and a good 
pkr id «Pf> <br a country 
■ril at fvawiuhk prices 
If row are mtrfnfcJ in 
mttgwoi. «anf> at Tommy 
Auction Houtr 
TVn pda* mit Saturday 


roaht at 7 p m. from five V's Y«=>rl V h. 
counties in WV: Upshur. the upper 
Lewis. Braxton. Gilmer, airport, yoi 
and Webster. It is the social Hill Roac 
event of the week, and County’s 
everybody has a good time. oon, shell- 
Thev sell, buy and nade. health cer 
They have been at it so long pass die h 
they are no longer Methodist 
amateurs. They are all top entTat 
business and competition with tour | 
to one another. A sale, a benches, i 
social event, a WV kept ceme 
historical event by the real fc* 0 '** * * 
mountaineers of WV country 

You p*ss Holly Gray journey 
fork. Braxton County's 4- Nrwville 
H Club grounds and Tom G 
Braxton County's airport togging c 
and home of Sutton Lions great «< 
Oub and Braxton Count* Midland 
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6 Miles From Flatwoods To' 


•*to 


pm from hvc 

i wv t»p«Hur. 
i, Otlmrr, 
»(Hr vHul 
»<crk. mJ 
• good time 
r And rr*ic 
I otllao Wing 
no longer 
THrv are all 
i comretmon 


A mit 


WV 


t WV 

loJhr Cm 
kvxt'i 4- 
mit and 
r>i mu j v wi 


\ s yearly homcvomlr^. At 
the upfrr end of the 
airport, you fake the Dyer 
Hill Road to Braxton 
County a beautiful mar- 
vx>n. shell-pink red brick 
health center. Next you 
pass the Morrison United 
Methodist C-hurch, black 
top entrance, brick patio 
with tour pteme tables with 
benches, a beautiful well- 
kept cemetery amid an oak 
grove, a great setting for a 
country church. You 
journey on past the 
Newville Road, home of 
Tom Gillespie, farmer, 
k^fipng contractor and a 
gTrjr step on the WV 
MiJUnd Railroad narrow 


gauge passenger train, also 
B&.O Railroad passenger 
train, from Clarksburg to 
Richwood. Next you pass 
the High Knob Methodist 
Church and cemetery built 
in 1890 and rebuilt in 
1950—home church of 
Braxton County’s honored 
citizen Wilkie Dennison of 
Co wen, farmer, commun¬ 
ity newspaper reporter, 
builder of fi ddl es. 
Although a stone’s throw 
from the Mount Hebron 
United Methodist Church 
on the Corley-Caress 
Road, he hitch-hikes or 
walks the 1 Vi miles on the 
old Braxton Turnpike to 
his home church at High 
Knob. You pass Ander¬ 
son’s Taxidermy. Mr. 
Anderson is really a 
carpenter. I don’t know 
how he ever wound up 
being a saviour for big game 
hunters. You approach 
Holly Junction headwaters 
of the Sutton Dam, where 
both forks of Holly come 
together Six years ago. a 
railroad hub and busy 
drput when the narrow 
passenger tram out of 
Webster Springs made 
contrition with the R6aO 
tram* out of 
'inkaixd to Clarksburg 
* is non uftdrf water and 

h* uir ia known u 



to spend the afternoon if 
you are a boat trader. You 
pass Thompson’s, Holly 
Hole campsite. Thompson, 
a coal stripper and buildei 
of Harrison County’s supei 
Bridgeport mall, is a formei 
Webster County native 
You pass the New Hop 
Church of Diana, 
people’s church paid fc 
and erected by the citizer 
of Dia na. When you stop i 
Bruffy’s Store for gas an 
oil, you turn the comer an 
you are on State Routes 1 
and 20, and the Webst 
Springs Turnpike, at 
Cool’s Country Store, at 
the Diana Post Offic 
opposite Basil Cutlip 
hometown park. V 
Cutlip takes great pride 
his job as park super 
tendfcnt. You are now 
miles on your way to 
86-mile crip to visit 
Cass Scenic Railroad, an 
miles out of Wcb< 
Spnngs, sometimes ca 
Puzzle Hole because 
Webster's three 
mountains: Miller. B 
and McGuire. You hav 
go downhill to get 
Webster Springs and uc 


Yvhi Are now b nuic 

v«ur 86 miles ini au 
are in Webster lorn 
Wrtmcrr Springs, cou 


_ 4W. Mayor i mm and 

awiwt MM*m It la Ctwm, a small town wi 

iv* h Tltuln <aJ baa down to earth roupi* < 

k* TVa asaMkiUivs you ourf thm aaJ+** 





twoods To Cass Onlv 

1 Mck Fork Rtdur, on ■ vylll 7 

__-I .hr «ft«moon If i|" .. cl i.lmorc's 


r train. 


irkoKim «•' 
1 vou |W*« 
Met H. 
» f r r» Kuh 
rrUmh m 
SurxK <W 
i Kimkfml 


i »-f*i 

> « . 


(K. 2 ST 5 jBffi 

a i»wil *tT«rf cr rtrul 

Ftarrison County'* • u P cr 
.n Rn*kirfxirt mall. i» «former 

\\d»irt Count v native, 
rd You |v»« the New Hop** 
L * Church of Piana. # 
-k probe's church p»‘d * or 
r arvi emted by the dtiiens 
,yl\sru When you stop at 
. Rruftv* Store for gas and 
n ,»!. you turn the corner and 
s > k %i are on State Routes 15 
» *vd 20. and the Wehster 
r Springs Turnpike, and 
GooJ’t Country 1 Store, and 
thr rVana F\>*t Office. 
tppMitr Basil Cutlip's 
humrtoan park Mr 
Cuffcp takes great pride in 
has job as park supenn- 
MttJrm You are now 26 
■4n cm rour way to the 
86wir trip to vtait the 
i mm Venae Railroad, and 9 
•ska owl of Webster 
Verp wnrtum caJIrd 
Kuk Hair knar of 
Vrkiitf's three big 
amMBM MiBrr. fViani 
•al Vktaorr Yu* ba s e to 
m A -to tofu 

U A _ 

* V*tt«a«*dwf*dJ 

to aa «ai 


^ * «*• «** aaaa 1 

^ rra: 


.hr thick Fork Hk K<-, on 
thr left i. P»t Skidmore. 
Service Station, across the 
street the WV Liquor 
Store and Chevrolet 
Garage. At the stop light is 
Murl’s Restaurant. Turn 
right on 15 South is 
Hamrick’s Restaurant and 
Service Station. You come 
hack to the stop light, take 
State Route 20 and you are 
on your way to Valley 
Head. You pass the old 
Webster Springs Hotel, the 
Kink, turn right at the Scars 
Roebuck Store, and you 
see an excellent motel with 
reasonable prices, the 
Mineral Springs Motel. On 
the left is City Hall, a 
wealth of information 
including a full list of high 
school graduate pictures of 
all Wcsbtcr Springs High 
School, before consolida- 
non. You turn around, 
come back to Sears 
Roebuck and stop, enter 
thr Court House lawn, and 
help yourself to natural salt 
sulphur water, which some 
say taalca tike rotten cgg\ 
You continue south on 20 
psst the Go- Mart which 
serves Jet* urns «an Jwich 
e%. CKarlle Skidmore's 
Srtisr Station. RhsImwI 
and Iwuni i U»4«i You 
«m «h» entrance to 


Continued From Pa 

Randolph County, p 
tion 28, 734 and 
miles 1,046.34, he 
Guy Kump, great gc 
of 1935 and Wally 
i960. How man< 
historical points is 
nationally for the 
state Forest Festi 
yearly, the first 
October when Ja 
has turned the I 
brown, auburn r 
you know winter 
way. 

You come u 
Head, you turn 
219 and Scenic 
#55, one-half i 
pass the Vail 






•— , Mr LlV.-r-* «.rcr.n 

.«> kr**m «-n.4rn» T« ,h r 

• iMjnd up mile* •** v ° f j 

-nr-.-. h < — s ,«* R«af««J. 

NhJwWrr* mile. .»■< *'» Wrh ?J , 

m . fwrr ^nnr »«w«in>" 

J». ..«tw rSmlc Mv»r , «'» u * c t of 

v t VI rh«ter'a three Mg 

J Km mminiiMn* MilWf. IV>ini 
*!•»»>»• «TkJ \f. Ouflf* You HWI lo 
nm»(4 JimtihiU r%» get into 

mftjr U rUtrt *iuluj4ull 

r Mb O Hi* get >«ut 

■mi »< Vt^i mc now IS nuln on 

£6 miles to Cm* You 
w ami *r in Webster County, 
i* *.» U rtmtrr Kprings. county 

*• 4 "QX. ^ W Kjuarc nulcs, 

tMft. DQpttUtiun l«t» than 

Mnuf Cu»«ndn 
^ * ! * Cwwm. a small town with 
fcil* Aj»« «o earth people As 

Ipha toiMf the cm inJaoM 
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hool urndimtc pictures of 
all Wrsbtrr Spring High 
Shml, before consolida- 
don. You turn around, 
come back to Sears 
Roebuck and atop, enter 
the Court Houae lawn, and 
help yourself to natural salt 
aulphur water, which some 
aay tuatca like rotten egjp. 
Yihi continue south on 20 
|UM the Go-Mart which 
aerven delicious sandwich' 
es. Charlie Skidmore's 
Service Station, Foodland 
and Jimmy’s Exxon. You 
pass the entrance to 
P*rcoal. Barton. Pardee 6c 
Curtin Lumber Com pany 

1 Nvr'll VnoU InmKrr J anJ“ 

coal town. You continue 

across Point Mountain. 

always fresh air, fog and 
cool nights through June. 
July, August and Septem¬ 
ber. You stop at the 

country store and post 
office at Montcrville. 
Gateway to Pickens, and 
Helvetia, where Dr 
Cunningham, treated a lost 
cause fc* leprosy, and The 
Rat Place, a new ski facility 
for Webster County 
You arc now in 
t«4lOnunl Ob Page IS 





The Country Store 
And Loafers Gawk! 


December 29, 1965 
January 1966 has rolled 
around and one should be 
writing about the history at 
1965, but somehow 1 
wander to Camp Caesar 
where farmers gather to 
butcher. 1 haven’t been 
over this fall, therefore l 
have no fresh sausage or 
bacon and the liver we used 
to throw away. 1 remember 
the last time 1 helped 
U.reher someone asked 


years later, 1 would be a 
member of the West 
Virginia Legislature, 
writing for newspapers 
appearing on TV and 
radio—much less running 
for Congress. 

Far be it from me to try 
and turn back the clock. 
Civilized men make 
progress. We never stand 
still— we travel by 707 


Only 86 Miles To Cass 


From 14 

' County. popuLa- 

>r » 2S. 734 and square 
grt— |j>K> 34. home of 

Cbi kump great governor 
at 1935 and Wally Bam>n. 
JOtC How manv great 
^g.yi.-ai points is known 
woorulh tar the yearly 
tote Forest Festival held 
ywlv. the first week in 
October when Jack Frost 
(as turned the leaves to 
brown, auburn reds, and 
you know winter is on its 
nr 

You come to Valley 
Head, you turn south on 
219 and Scenic Highway 
*55. one-half mile, you 
past the Valley Head 


Restaurant, and Mingo 
named after the Indian 
tribe. A number of Indian 
statues are scattered 
throughout this area and 
they hold a yearly Wool 
Festival. You cross the 
famous Cheat Mountain, 
11 miles to a sign pointing 
to Snowshoe. You stop at 
the Big Spring Restaurant 
and Store, and Ski Barn, 
Gateway to Snowshoe and 
Silver Creek ski ranges and 
the Cass Scenic Railroad. 
You take secondary route 
9, ‘A mile passing the Big 
Spring Presbyterian 
Church. You will see about 
10-12 horses in a field 
which belongs to the 152- 


room motel located at the 
Gateway to Snowshoe and 
Silver Creek ski ranges. A 
sign says Whistlepunk Inn, 

6 miles, you continue on to 
thorny Flat Road, 
secondary rock base, 1/3 
crossing Cheat Mountain, 

7 miles to Buck Mt. Road, 
secondary VA miles to 
Cass. You have now 
completed the 86 miles 
from 1-79 Flatwoods in 
Braxton County, to 
Pocahontas County, and 
Cass. You are ready to ride 
the' Cass Scenic Railroad, 
which schedules, price of 
tickets, and other 
information appears in this 
paper. 








Only 86 Miles To Cass 


Restaurant, and Mingo 
named after (hr Indian 
mhr A number of Indian 
%tat ur* arc scattered 
throughout this area and 
they hold a yearly Wool 
Festival You cross the 
famous Cheat Mountain, 
11 miles to a sign pointing 
to Snowahoe. You stop at 
the Big Spring Restaurant 
and Store, and Ski Barn, 
Gateway to Snowshoe and 
Silver Creek ski ranges and 
the Cass Scenic Railroad. 
You take secondary route 
9, U mile passing the Big 
Spring Presbyterian 
('nurch. You will see about 
10-12 horses in a field 
which belongs to the 152- 


room motel located at the I 
Gateway to Snowshoe and 1 
Silver Creek %ki rangrs A 1 
sign says Whistlepunk Inn. ’ 

6 miles, you continue onto 
thorny Flat Road, 
secondary rock base, 1/3 
crossing Cheat Mountain, 

7 miles to Buck Mt. Road, 
secondary 1V$ miles to 
Cass. You have now 
completed the 86 miles 
from 1-79 Flatwoods in 
Braxton County, to 
Pocahontas County, and 
Cass. You are ready to nde 
the Cass Scenic Railroad, 
which schedules, price of 
tickets, and other 
information appears in this 
paper. 


[ m?* .**< 7W «nJ vpurr 

ggntr* I.04O M home of 

F Om Km »r ^'rrrv*r 

|f WB arvi Wal!> Rsrron. 

Rw many great 
Kgml pom ts is known 
™ » for thr yearly 
maar Form Festival held 
parii thr first week in 
dtijhrr when Jack Frost 
h»» fumrd (hr leave* to 
haws, auburn reds, and 
fm know winter is on its 


You come to Valley 
Head. you turn south on 
219 and Scenic Highway 
*55. one-half mile, you 
the Valley Head 





The Country Store 
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The Country Store 
And Loafers Gawk! 


OrvrmKrr |<*>5 

Un oarv l'*f*» ha* reeled 
ground and one should be 
wring iKwi the history of 

but iiw\fho» l 
*Mvict to Camp Caesar 
• Srrr farmers gather to 
hotvhrr I haven't been 
k ^rr th«s M. therefore l 
Nmv no fresh sausage or 
h*.\m wJ the liver st used 
^ ilkfosr tssv I remember 
i Nr bt time I helped 
hmfttfc**. asiMOtv askrd 
■r tf t Kai «nv r ss r oce 

made 


* a am df muff. 1 foe 10 
ffisn my father's 
pmcrwl gotr Wr hail 

«fru you alrJ 

i t i*.tm N am hxs to till 
via rd hsah sfurrrths 1 
y is «i<d thr farmers 

I Ufa «WK dM uad 
isiau. Ual 1‘o^n 
■ • I Udf usj «mh 

v m.|p *** • swU •* dl ad 
ic iftaa a jarf ar «uh 

iMwff t# I tby 

Man f svaU* * *rl' 

atiy fn» aha W «s gnalitWt 


years later, l would be a 
member of the West 
Virginia Legislature, 
writing for newspapers, 
appearing on TV and 
radio—much less running 
for Congress. 

Far be it from me to try 
and turn back the clock. 
Civilized men make 
progress. We never stand 
still—we travel by 707 
Bocng Jet from New York 
to London tn eight hours. I 

traveled this year frenrn 

Oregon in fh Hours This 
country t» on the move and 
that's as it should Kr 

The modern ttore 
today—you stand n Ime. 
grab a cart, w hi than ^ 
around in a mate ot 
truer nr*, filling you* cart 
as you *>—everything ** 
already packaged hnj 
•tttf m sleek and a** samd 
a» bn seam as pn 

TV »««*« *»*• •« 

-*»-*• a* 






mwT rrr«n ipurmr^ i 
realty fhr farmers 

I Icnrfi «h*th one psrd 
Rftv h*>»t Mail hnxh m 
RTTWit'i Muir and rs* h 
wi«mh «4»n w*f»l snuff and 
hrm thfv trusted me with 
«M»fi **»lrts Ihry 
knew ! VOVUr*! trll 
w»i"w ekw how mot h they 
uwd ot «hM kind 
It «w pkwsant to wctvc 
thr farmrr—to take hit 
f #» tttwmc. NUviivIp- 
rxmi bargained and bartered 
•d thr farmer gkH what he 
• •Mf J »n the exact 
Mount Working in the 
mmr dunng high tdbooloo 
Su\#\i«r% »4» a pleasure. 
TVi asked me 

ahoui fwthall and why I 
rknvd such a stlhr game 
TVr wo men came by 
hcnafwik wtth a sadesad- 
St I always put the 
farfw» on thr tsdrsaddlc 
wd kwiprd the women get 
*u A usually rw*sting the 
Ipnr i cad t» make sure 
«r* git a gaud Mart, never 
.Ja m s m an g that someday 


around in a 
groceries, filling your cart 
as you go—everything is 
already packaged You 
ser ve as clerk and you stand 
in line again &> pay. 

Thf you on girl, arc 
walking the Mrccu with 
Hue. (Unit, and purple hair 
My. h <>w times have 
changed I think III g cf * 
wig -my hold head getr 
cold during winter. 

Women wear starp- 
pointed high-heeled shoes 
which arc certainly not 
built for comfort—looks 
like some women need to 
use a pencil sharpener in 
order to get theta tocsin the 
shoes. 

They’ve moved the 
hemline on women’s 
dressed up a notch and it’s 
the style to show the 
kneecap. This doesn't 
make the women more 
attractive—it amply makes 
the snort corner loafer 
gawk! 








Imtk- /W/^r 







Put u the family of H. F. and S. R. Given. You Given, this writer being on my mother's lap. The $15 c? 
may recognize my father and mother. The only others are my brothers and sisters. you a 

other identification / make is D. P. " Sheriff*'• paper 1 
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Another Railroad 
Paper Has 
Come And Gone 


Another all-time rail- 

rood Hxivtturr of class 
distinction has been 

pnntnJ and in circulation 
rVr» nmc has come and 
#’nr. »hat 5 sjuJ t* said, 
and sK»i ts done ta done In 
that the closing of a 
h—i-eaial railnwd lumber 
tw mf wn *• dedicated to 
*mk**ml both and West 

lW autwi and history I 
have •mm nil] not hr 
a rf M so d he all of you. If 


na wiM I irH t hr onr and 
dhei avfl dnar For 
A a y taosni. my 
iUw» a Df Mwttlf 


trv 

*•* n* f * 4 ,^, 


phone num her is 847- 

5841 

For years I have adopted 
the philosophy of fun, 
endeavoring to work at and 
trying to show others the 
funnv side of life, because 
there ts so much sadness, so 
many heartaches and so 
many other duties that take 
up your time I have used 
this philosophy on radio, 
television. and daily life. 

And so with these 
C losing remarks, {hope this 
historical railroad news 
|isprf has said %c«nrf hmg 
chat you will hkr and 
cheywh tf to. let me know 
fVase thi» s opr m your 
*str khrmry. BiNr. or attic 
It esaaid hr us e ful in the 


Was Mi •swum , 















THE ROOMING 


As (he old Shay engine, hauling more » SSTS.oa* At 
than 200 happy tourists, puffed up Bald upon appro *j 
K nob in its sixth week of operation, AtUwn') o 
it seemed to be saying. "I thought 1 mi *«* »* J > 

could, 1 thought I could. I thought 1 *>»« '“i 

could!" »m» •» •" 

Like the locomotive in the childtcn'i fable. ,UI * 1 Uu *'~ 
tlie little engine which pushed amt pulled on the Negettel ** 
Com Scenic ttnilroiMl In I'ncahonta* County «u hrtuoeu Ifc* 
where It wu because of optimum, deletmina- «* Netwel • 
















Business in Cass 

Scenic railroad is keeping everybody busy. 

BY WILLIAM C. BLIZZARD 



andlogging operation which had supported the 
Cass community. ... 

This four-member committee, headed by 
Theodore Riffe. chief accountant of »« Na¬ 
tional Radio Astronomy Observatory at Green- 
bank and J. M. Kane Jr., a Cass merchant, 
had a goal: the purchase by the slate of part 
of the logging railway as a West Virginia tour- 

Natural Resources, 
fund shortage, was 
ic idea. But the Cass 
not easily discour- 
support and the aid of 
>0.000 was appropriated 


slash to eliminate fire hazards. An observation 
tower near the top of the mountain has high 
priority, for the use of both sightseen and 
photographers. Some old railroad can, Ohea 
used os logger camps, would probably be reno¬ 
vated and placed in service. 

In an article published in the Sunday GazeUe- 
Mail Stale Magazine ol May H. 1*1. 1 wrote 
that the problem would seem to be. after the 
railway gets into operation, not to attract tour¬ 
ists, but to find sufficient living quarters and 
food for them after their arrival. Ttai* forecast 


The Department of 
plagued by a perennial 

Planning Committee v 
aged. With newspaper 


1 my visit, the Women s Soc.rty of Chr»: wa 
>ice of the Methodist Church, a Can *t»p. 
making and serving pin and saof • <‘r» 
distributing toft drinks In tb» 0*0 depot. 
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set up about 173 mot 
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dents of Tennessee and N'ortli 
id out in the Great Smokies, 
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WHAT’S NEW AT CASS’ 


State’s largest tourist spot 
finally getting some necessary 
improvements and there are more 
on the board as soon as money 


BY WILLIAM c. BLIZZARD 


vailable. 



.il cfeurts women help'd out (night¬ 
life ptn. caka, and sandwiches, but de- 
d (fieri outstripped supply and l)ie unhnp- 
ourut m Ml with nothing more nourish- 


;w 15, 19C3, tourists traveling 
at Scenic Railroad on itn first 
run discovered * pleasant fact: 
rertued. the Shay locomotive 
the ran was a genuine antique. 
*( r_rtorj also dlvovrrrd an unpleas- 
Touriat •W*«nroo<JaiK<ns at Casa 
j u uupr aa the KpjO-modei Shay. 
. a*) you could let a hot meal was to 


w hat is now a major West Virginia tourist at¬ 
traction. , _ . _ . . 

Operating a railroad on a shoestring led to 
some maddening incidents wlueh were vi^y 
nearly catastrophes. For instance a Was£ 
ineton D. C., newspaper sent ut a writer 
.who gave ample and avorable coverage Ui 
Cass, and his story prompted many Washing 
tonians to make the long drive tai Southern 
West Virginia. This was weUnnd good, unU 
a locomotive axle broke at the time ol tneir 

The accident injured no *#B. hut U did iwt 
the railroad out of business until a new aide 
was located, which took no short search la 


« *.w s-^jgg^arca 

TheARA grant of $576,000 was finally^ 

as^-S&SSsSsss 

„ 1 ££SS 


the first private-enterprise ‘Icvelopmonls M 
Pn ., ig s tiii coinc strong, and Blautimrst 
£TJ! mourned about 500 animals for your 

U1 A^Chdl-War Museum, opened last year by 
Mr. and Mrs. Kyle Neighbor is‘“SjJS 
Blackhurst taxidermy wt d ' rants a 

SSiStSSM 

V ^e 3 ar^n?overnight accommodations to 
There are jo . about 10 miles distant, 
SSftSte 'Z ntti lodeine. But six miles 
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at Caw were intimately asso- 
of funds, although opposition 
enl by the Department of 
also slowed progress on 
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location. 

This involves building ont 
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done by this lafi. It is to 1 


and threc^ tenths 
he job should be 
c hoped that the 

























, Vi , advertised, tne fttuiy locomotive 
pulling the curs was a genuine antique. 

Hut Casa visitors nlso discovered on unpleas¬ 
ant foot: Tourist accommodations at Cass 
were just ns antique ns the 1880-model Shay. 
The only wny you could get a hot meal was to 
bring your own food and roast it in the loco¬ 
motive firebox. 

Local church women helped out might¬ 
ily with pies, cakes, and sandwiches, but de¬ 
mand often outstripped supply and the unhap¬ 
py tourist was left with nothing more nourish¬ 
ing than food for thought. 

In Cass, toilet faculties of the man-made va¬ 
riety were limited to those at the end of the 
un and in the old C&O depot. 

If you wished to wash away the soot and 
Jers accumulated during the two-hour train 
ride, there was plenty of running water —no 
washrooms, just running water. You had a 
choice of Leatherbark Creek or the Greenbrier 
River. 

The nearest motel or hotel accommodations 
were 10 miles away at the hamlet of Boyer 
(pronounced “Bowyer”). Lodging could be 
bad there at Van’s Motel, but the eight rooms 
at Van's were likely to be filled, and the little 
motel boasted no dining room or lunch coun¬ 
ter. The nearest place where you could buy 
’ a hot meal, in fact, was at Marlinton, about 
40 miles away. 

The net resuh of these several inconveni¬ 
ences was that visitors motoring home after a 
long, hot day at Cass were nearly always sun¬ 
burned. sooty, cinder-covered, hungry, irrita¬ 
ble. thirsty and dog-tired. 

The fact that 5,354 paying customers never¬ 
theless rode the Cass Scenic Railroad during 
the first five weeks of operation in 1963 is a 
glowing tribute to the hardihood of the Amer¬ 
ican tourist and the fanaticism of the railroad 
buff 

There has been a steady advance in rail¬ 
road patronage, by the way, since the Shays 
bryan puffing in their new role at Cass. Paid 
fwrs for 1965 show more than 18 per cent in- 
CI, “' over a comparable period in 1964. 

Karly adverse conditions at Cass were in 
^*rt due to the desire of Pocahontas-County 
tutu m and the Department of Natural Kc- 
•ourc»* 'which owns the railroad, effects ns- 
<*'^'.cd with ft. and contiguous land) to get 
* Heroic Railroad started during the West 
" 1 ? i **.***f ron, *l That goal was nc- 

Uit at a in ice In the soring of 
half «Ho't Combed, its shoelaces 
’i >U “*****"““•y shirt tall 

ultimately asao- 
although opposition 
*** l‘*paitm«mt id 

on 


some uimiuenuig mciuenis wmen 

nearly catastrophes. For instance e I e a , cr u y W wv «*. «,u , 

West Virginia. This was LSf nnrf S ? ulhcrn ***• Cl 
. tocomolive a *,e broke a the nft 

Ui?5ittSld e S. t ., 1 °ir Ur iS d . one ' t* 11 aid pul 

the railroad out of business until a new the run nov 

i^ 1< ?i!d d mS ,IC | , h t0 ° k n ° Sh0rt Search (a Thc 

* U /r y fuid made the search shorter). Prob- be improve 
aWy more important than the temporary halt Cass will 1 
m operations was the adverse impression * or tour ist 
the d n n t UP °> n the . long-suffering visitors from com Plete t 
the nation’s capital. live repair 

“ aPP ears $at at long last the lean days pa ff®“ lar 
at Cass are about over, and residents of the . A > 1116 ei 
old mill town doubtless feel that it’s none too b ' ails wai 
soon. It took three years from the time the 5™“® f « 
Sceme Railroad idea was hatched by the Cass . 

Planning Committee until the first passengers ) hlch 1 1 
were hauled. And, before track gets laid and ^"^wn as 
earth gets moved, it will have taken more 
than two years for federal Area Redevelopment U 

Administration funds to be put to work at Yr ^ a< 
Cass. At presec 

Two years ago, the ARA was thinking of pS^ 
granting the Cass Scenic Railroad over half- rieht-of« 
a-million dollars to extend the rails to the top w m be t 
of Bald Knob (elevation, 4,852 feet), and im- Bald Kn( 
prove existing facilities. But the grant was de- Ultima 
layed by protests from the National Radio As- lodge sk 
tronomy Observatory at nearby Green Bank, mit of B 

The scientists with the big metal ears had available 
built a listening post to the universevat Green that. 
Bank because the area was as quiet as a Down 
moon crater at midnight. there ha 

“No indeed,” said they, “we don’t want noisy since th 
trains and noisy people with their noisy au- owned 
mobiles. It’ll ruin our reception.” sprung ’ 

The observatory officials said it might be of railn 
all right to keep the Cass Scenic Railroad, but You n 
the access road would have to be relocated, hot me; 

Thc access road happens to be W. Va. 28, a has ren 

primary highway. it the 

The State Road Commission screamed tractive 
about that. “Can’t do it!” said Burl Sawyers, ample 
“It would cost millions!” which f 


There was a deadlock which was finally You 
broken by Sawyer’s suggestion that part of Cass C 
W. Vn. 7, not W. Va. 28, be relocated. W. Va. of the 

7 is a secondary road that connects W. Va. lumber 
28 with Cass, about six miles distant. The sug- houses 
gctUon was accepted by federal authorities. r< ®* ro 
and the intersection of W. Va. 7 and 28 is Inc « 
being moved about a mile south of its present tshay 1 
local km cater in, 

This involves building one and three-tenths j 

miles Of new high*.-tv and the job should be 4,t ^ or “ 
door by this falL ll u to be hoped that the w ** 
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»rh'«\ a Wash- 
nt in a wrilor 
o coverto 
nany Washing- 
t to Southern 


on the railroad work will be received Au¬ 
gust 17. It Ls probable, however, that no ma¬ 
jor work will be done until next spring. 

What will be done with the ARA grant? 
First, the Cass Scenic Railroad will be extend- 


until <*d four miles, to the top of Bald Knob, a nearly 
. * : .. Crt Thi* will miike the ride twice as lone as at 


but it did put 
il a new axle 
art search ta 
»rtor). Prob- 


so. This will make the ride twice as long as at 
present, although there will still be a stop at 
Whittaker, the place on the mountain where 
the run now ends. 

The section of railroad that now exists will 
be improved. Railroad shops on the line near 


, - rv h if Cass will be renovated and probably opened 
•mfx'r.i . .it f or tourist inspection. These shops, which have 
*- Vivrs ' fro n complete tools and facilities for steam-loco- 

\ ;s:tors irt tive repair, are curiosities in themselves, with 

particular appeal to railroad enthusiasts, 
i „ a ”^ da L S At Lhe end of die line atop Bald Knob, hiking 
*df ols °* trails will be prepared through a beautiful 

: ‘ s DOIH ' spruce forest, and an overlook will be con- 

the ume the s t rue ted. The panorama from this overlook, 

ty the Cass which I have seen, is destined to become 


* P*®?*^*^ known as a beauty spot of the East. 


lets laid and \t tlie present terminus, a plateau on the 
“iieri moro side of the mountain, about 40 acres of land 
e.-^men: wn u be acquired by the state, if all goes well, 
to work at At pres<? nt, riders of the Cass Scenic Railroad. 
^ _ disembark and may, if they wish, frolic or 

tf-.-ikrrc of picnic on and around part of a 12-mile, 60-foot 
j half- right-of-way now owned by the state. There 
* the top will be toilets and picnic areas at the top of 
< am: im- Raid Knob and also at the lower Stop, 
an: was de- Ultimately, Cass enthusiasts dream of a 
4 R*d» As- lodge, ski trails and.other frills near the sum- 
rerr Bah m jt 0 f Bald Knob, but the half-million dollars 
U ear* had available from ARA at this time won’t cover 
M* ax Green that. 

^net as a Down in the valley at the present time, 
there have been many pleasant improvements 
want asuy since the summer of 1963. Several privately 
- occiy ao- owned and operated establishments have 
-{ rang up to cater to the more obvious needs 
mat?* be of railroad patrons, 
liroad. bat You no longer have to travel 40 miles for a 
rr4« tirr) hot meal. J. M Kane Jr., a Cass merchant, 

V* a a rrw.ated a C40 dining car and named 

the Shay Inn. Air-conditioned and at- 
wrrss^d t/*. t.iriy furniahed, the Shay Inn is an ex- 

1 W«jcn of creative thinking, an operation 

b fiU m perfectly with Ms setting. 
m flaiflj You may also get somHhmg to Ml at the 
tf pari W ' > C4jt.lty Kit<h<-n. the rtslnurant jax-tion 

■M » \» ti thr « *m Country Store, a huge, restyled 

b # v» I—to*-company store building which olso 

L Tto «wg toaMM a mw fountain, beaches for Die weary, 
» Oim a«r-» »»-•< rwoii and many souvenir stand* 

•sd Si a TU ( «w < ouairy Store romptea is, like the 
*• |«tw««i loo a prnslrly owned dev«4opment 

iwU*mg to (MSWowa m the stale owned rail 
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A Civil-War Museum, opened last year by 
Mr. and Mrs. Kyle Neighbor, is near the 
BLackhurst taxidermy exhibit. It features 
"pen written" records, letters and grants a 
century old, including Civil-War payrolls. 
TTiere are many weapons of the Lincoln era, 
and other bric-a-brac not closely connected 
with the Civil War, such as a genuine West 
Virginia moonshine still. 

There are no overnight accommodations in 
Cass, and Van’s Motel, about 10 miles distant 
yet affords the nearest lodging. But six miles 
north of Boyer is a new motel, The Hermitage 
at Bartow. Opened only this April, The Hermit¬ 
age (not to be confused with another inn of 
the same name at Petersburg, in Grant Coun¬ 
ty) offers eight single rooms and 12 doubles 
and the only modern restaurant in the area. 

Around Marlinton, about 40 miles away, 
are several new, modern, motels. Or, those 
who plan to visit Cass might consider stay¬ 
ing overnight in or near Elkins, which has 
many motels and hotels to fit all budgets. I 
have found the trip from Elkins to Bartow, and 
thence to Cass, a fast, pleasant, scenic drive, 
leaving U. S. 219 at Huttonsville and taking 
U. S. 250 through the hills until it intersects 
W. Va. 28 between Thornwood and Boyer. 

Suicide Cave, or Cass Cave, a spectacular 
cavern with an internal waterfall 100 feet high, 
has not yet been opened to the public. No 
work, in fact, appears to have been done on 
this natural tourist attraction, although private 
capital is said to be interested. One of the 
landowners, according to rumors around Cass, 
is being difficult. 

On the railroad itself, there are now three 
Shay engines in operating condition. And the 
bullhorn that train guide W. E. Blackhurst 
formerly used has been replaced by a more 
efficient loudspeaker system. It would be a 
good idea for arrangements to be made to 
protect train passengers from sudden sum¬ 
mer showers. You might carry a raincoat, 
just in case. 

And bring along a sweater or light coat 
The summer sun is hot at Cass, but the air 
can get cool during mornings and evenings. 

A free word of advice to the Department 
of Natural Resources, or anyone else at Cass: 
Ihit up highway signs giving the location of 
the Cass Scenic Railroad, and bow to get 
there. Make these signs big. make them ex¬ 
plicit, and place them on all major highway 
approaches. 

If you are running a business that depends 
u|mmi highway trade, U is wise to assume that* 
all tourist* have poor eyesight, no me morie s, 
and don’t read English well You’ll be wrong. 
ot course, but it’s belter to be theoretically 
pour and practically right than the ” 1? 

around. 
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K* „w*M>onc<d diner owned by J. M. Kane Ji 


You furnish the lot 
well furnish 
everything else! 


Cot* Country Kitchen 


<ntry store. Note soda fountain at left. 
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Soda fountain in country store. Rest rooms are at extreme right. 
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Blizzard sol on lop ol coboose to gel this shot of Coss Railroad Shay enroule to Mountain State Forest Festival 

Till* venr the Elkin* Forest Festival. operate 1 snort and pulf an the Cass Scenic Rah 
bv ndn5 dtamal weather. SSL*.* fj. *2S .. 


wnTpitlled out of the slough of despond BaW KBob ,or ' , ’ n ra,l ‘* “ 

by one of the powerful little h>KK>ns Last vcar, someone had u- dee of brr.f 
locomotive.- admirer-- call the wonder- one " „f the Cass Shays to Elams lor tu 
fill Iron-How Shay Forest Festival, where the public would lx 

lturinp the three-dav Festival over 4.000 pas- treated to short rides lor a -mall Ice The idet 
sengers. despite -old and periislent rain, was a happy one: The Shay -.- a sooty r. 


ordinarily chugs up Bald Knob rn the Casa Scen¬ 
ic Railroad. Although the miserable weather 
may have halved the number o( paying cus¬ 
tomers, the liUle Shay remained a stellar al¬ 
ii was dillicult not lo notice die locomotive, 
lor its shrill and penetrating steam whistle 
bent more eardrums and cleared more sinus¬ 
es in three days than could be inspected by 


iozon otolaryngologists in a year ol prac- 
e. How do you ignore a festival attraction 


it rata, was a happy one: The Staav - a a '• 

the #0- devella who became die belie -1 the ball 
t which II was decided to repeat the day pen- 
-ss Seen- ance for the IS® Elkins Forest Festival arc 
weather die Department of Natural Reworeea, who t 
ins eus- owns the Shavs. agreed. 1-urther. someone 
ellar at- thought it might be a good idea to tavileth* 
press and other guests for me 60-mile nde. 
omotive as the Shay shimmies, from t.ass to Elkins. 

whistle This was done. About two dozen pnssen- 
re sinus- gors ac companied Shay No. -t followed by sev 
ected by eral passenger flat ears and a caboose, as 
of prac- left Cass about 9:30 on the morning of Oct. 6 


THE WONDERFUL 
IRON HORSE SHAY 

Built for mountain climbing, it's slow, 
mighty slow on the overland trips. 

BY WILLIAM C. BLIZZARD 


heard'for five miles? You don’t, especially if 
the calliope has only one note, or. at, most two 
tw„ iluvu. who in self-defense, hauled 


™ a^f^dv^attracUon The ride, interrupted by three watering 
Calliope which can be stops - for the locomotive not hW 
You don't, especially if and another slop.for minor repa took i» be 
e m.ie or d most iwo longer than anticipated U was about 6.30. anr 
o in ^K defense. hauled gelling dark, *h» Uw ««* 

■ffs: others merely grit- Elkins Maximum speed had been about eigh. 


There were those who. in self-defense, hauled gelling dark, 
out mid-winter ear muffs; others merely grit- Elki“_Maxin 
ted their leelh in silent protest against the m l v.uied die trip .•> 

dawn-to-dark steam-siren symphony. But moal "wwo ^Elkins fine* line dwtadW • 
people accepted the locomotive wlusth as a • . , hal number W 

mild nuisance indicative of a strong benefit, some hng 1 with the Shay 

and were glad the Shay was in town “ Ter, taomen They were Mrs Vlol.t 

Few towns in the United States ran boast of four were -[ Mabel Fretwell -I 
the presence of a Shay engine at any time of Katherine McMullen <J Milwau 
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William C. Bliuard sal on top of caboose to get this shot of Cass Railroad Shay enroute to Mountain State Forest Festival, 
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THE WONDERFUL 
IRON HORSE SHAY 

Built for mountain climbing , it’s slow, 
mighty slow on the overland trips. 

BY WILLIAM C. BLIZZARD 


This year the Elkins Forest Festival, 
plagued by rain and dismal weather, 
was pulled out of the slough of despond 
by one of the powerful little logging 
locomotives admirers call the Wonder¬ 
ful Iron-Hoss Shay. 

During the three-day Festival over 4,000 pas¬ 
sengers, despite a cold and persistent rain, 
paid money to take short rides behind the 80- 
ton Shay locomotive, an antique vehicle which 
ordinarily chugs up Bald Knob on the Cass Scen¬ 
ic Railroad. Although the miserable weather 
may have halved the number of paying cus¬ 
tomers, the little Shay remained a stellar at¬ 
traction. 

It was difficult not to notice the locomotive, 
for its shrill and penetrating steam whistle 
bent more eardrums and cleared more sinus¬ 
es in three days than could be inspected by 
a dozen otolaryngologists in a year of prac¬ 
tice. How do you ignore a festival attraction 
with a sort of built-in calliope which can be 
heard for five miles? You don’t, especially if 
the calliope has only one note, or, at, most, two 
There were those who, in self-defense, hauled 
out mid-winter ear muffs; others merely grit¬ 
ted their teeth in silent protest against the 
dawn-to-dark steam-siren symphony. But most 
people accepted the locomotive whistle as a 
mild nuisance indicative of a strong benefit, 
and were glad the Shay was in town. 

Few towns in the United States can boast of 
the presence of a Shay engine at any Umc of 
the year. Informed sources estimate that not 
more than 40 of the old steam locomotives ex¬ 
ist in the United States today, and few of these 
are any longer able to shake, rattle ^d roll. 
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Maryland Railroads exist belween Cass and 
Elkins. Four Shay ft£t 

the summer months they (the three inai 


operate! snort and pulf on the Cass Scenic Rah 
road, this season hauling 38,857 paying cv 
tomers up Bald Knob for four miles aoc 
back again. 

Last year, someone had the idea of bring 
ing one of the Cass Shays to Elkins for th. 

Forest Festival, where the public would b« 
treated to short rides for a small fee. The idea 
was a happy one: The Shay was a sooty Cin 
derella who became the belle of the ball. 

It was decided to repeat the Shay periu 
ance for the 1965 Elkins Forest Festival, ant 
the- Department of Natural Resources, whict 
owns the Shays, agreed. Further, someom 
thought it might be a good idea to invite lht 
press and other guests for the 60-mile rule 
as the Shay shimmies, from Casa tq Elkins. 

This was done. About two dozen passen 
gers accompanied Shay No. 4,-followed by sew 
eral passenger flat cars and a caboose, as 
left Cass about 9:30 on the morning of Oct. 6 
The ride, interrupted by three watering 
stops (for the locomotive, not tho passengers 
and another stop for minor repairs, tooka bn 
longer than anticipated. It was about 6:30, am! 
getting dark, when the little Shay crept inti 
Elkins. Maximum speed had been about eighi 

m 'lhe a two dozen who hadstarled UwtnP a> 
Cass had, at the Elkins finish line, dwindled U 

managing editor of Trains Magaxme. 

Inasmuch as the 60-mde tnp 
Elkins took about nine hour 8 , it 
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) -owl* “waved like craiy" when train passed. 


After long (timewise) , nay pulu ^ ^ ^ 


,ta New Hampshire 
Shijs and similar, 
(suit to compete with 
az-mt railroads Shay 


9 IMS. 


>i - Shay in .Is hey- 
a.>J power’ its safety. 
irities in the field agree 
isul greater tonnage at 
i;»-nse. with less origi- 
than any other 


rke _*• etc - - r.jrr.i'l for Ephriam 

9ue w (U.-ac M h Shay was a lSth-Cen- 
tjry Ws-A^ab i.nteman who sought bet- 
W way* of getting timber out of the woods 
t he uiv rated and built the loco- 
y.n hu name. His crude pro- 
i «o well at his own operations 
as plan-, and patents to the Lima 
d Utne-oh • Machine Works of Lima, 


• jzi-At that company to make such loco- 
mtti • f» wrteapreod use in the timbering 


timbering 


y i its*: was fortunate for the Lima Ma- 
»«r*.i The company made the first 
■ I<Tt for the J Alley Co. of Michigan. 
Lftey machine was narrow-gauge, but as 
ad for the Shay* increased. Lima made 
ter and better By 1900, Lima had quit 
nachine production and was concen- 
i locomotives Tlie company changed 
awe to Lima Locomotive Works, Inc. 
iu made conventional locomotives as 
m tit* Msav. iru ceasing work in the for- 
the lumtxr wig-industry demand 
miaH i «iw Lima produced iu 
2.7*1* in SMV 

wgm* nad competitors built on 
i d [« iru iplm Tlie major ones 


were the Heisler and the Climax. 

The last Heislei . a locomotive invenlcd by a 
Cornell engineer named Charles Heisler. was 
manufactured in 1941 and Climax went out 

of business in 1929. 

The Shay and its imitators differed from con¬ 
ventional steam locomotives in tlial they were 
designed to haul heavy loads on steep grades 
Called -geared ' engines, as opposed to gen¬ 
eral-purpose. mainline locomotives which 
used connecting rods from drive wheels to 
pistons, the Shay had a number oi small 
wheels which afforded great traction because 
each was a driving wheel. 

On main-line engines, tlie number of drive 
wheels varied, but they were relatively large 
in diameter, heavy, and demanded smooth 
track which in turn required constant mainte¬ 
nance. Additional small wheels on the big 
steamers held up weight and served as rail 
guides, but otherwise were functionless. 

Not so on the Shay. The wheel sets (called 
‘‘trucks’’) under both locomotive and tender 
are connected to steam cylinders transmitting 
power through a crankshaft and flexible coup¬ 
lings. Every wheel does work. 

The Shay is easv to get around curves, is 
easy on track, and can adapt to rough road¬ 
beds that would stall or wreck conventional lo¬ 
comotives The Shay is slow, but it could pull 
tons of logs up a grade three limes as steep as 
a rod-engine locomotive could ascend and safe¬ 
ly gel the same tonnage down the steep giadt 
on the other side •»( tlie hill 

T tstr. h, '.hi; iffssstss 

no niche they could HU «utd manufacture 

^According to John P Killoran of the 
portineut of Natural Resource*, who has made 


himself an authority in such matters (and who 
furnished the technical data (or this article), 
the last three geared locomotives ever buiti 
spent their entire work careers in West Vir¬ 
ginia, and ail three still exist. 

They are nol now. however, in the Mountain 
Slate. One, a Shay that was operated by (he 
Western Maryland on a sleep coal-haul m 
Tucker County, is now displayed at the Balti¬ 
more and Ohio Railroad’s Transportation Mu¬ 
seum in Baltimore, Md. 

The last Climax to be manufactured now 
hauls passengers on the Carroll Park and 
Western tourist railroad at Bloomsburg, Pa It 
was an iron-horse work horse for the Elk 
River Coal and Lumber Co. out of Swandale. 
Clay County. 

The last Heisler locomotive ever built is 
now on display in the public park of Washing¬ 
ton, N. C., Charles Heisler’s hometown, but it 
spent its working career as No. 6 of the Mid¬ 
dle Fork Railroad at Ellamjre, in Randolph 
County. 

Of the four Shays at Cass, numbers f. and 
1 were built in 1905, No 7 was built in 1920. 
and No. 4 in 1923. Tlie Lima locomotive 
Works, merged with the huge Baldwin Loco¬ 
motive Works of Philadelphia in 1950. not only 
has quit making Shays, but no longer builds 
locomotives of any kind. 

Lima now builds power shovels an adjust¬ 
ment to markel conditions which are .. rUlec- 
llon of the changed manner ui when man. 
men wrest a livelihood from their cnwion- 

m The few operating Shays which yet ', v .‘I 

Cass and elsewhere carry not on.- ' •_ 

passengers. For old 'W**™*'^"* ", , 


they also carry endless vivid men 
vanished pasL 
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Dakota. Pennsylvania, Now Hampshire. 

oKewhere. Shays and similar, 
geared-typo 'locomotives built to compete with 
the Sh«\ operate on tourist railroads. Shay 
eased in 1945 

Th.- principal virtues of Shay in its hey- 
<141 *err its traction and power, its safety, 
md .is economy Authorities in the field agree 
•hjit the Shay would haul greater tonnage at 
* smaller operating expense, with less origi¬ 
ns. cost pet unit of power, than any other 
locomotive ever built. 

n»e mi* engines were named for Ephriam 
Sha> of Haring. Mich. Shay was a 19th-Cen- 
•u.> Michigan lumberman who sought bet- 
timber out of the woods. 
In t»w locking he invented and built the loco- 
that tx*,.rs hi- name. His crude pro- 
•ork.'d well at his own operations 
th^t be took hi-, plan and patents to the Lima 
<prawu&ced lime uht Machine Works of Lima, 
Okm. urging (1 to make such loco- 

mrt. •r *r widespread use in the timbering 
InaiMm 


Wkmy * \uui was fortunate for the Lima Ma¬ 
rk"** Wort* The company made the first 
feoy a * » tor '.he J Alley Co of Michigan 
TW MUy mm hme »m narrow-gauge, but as 
!<w the Sha> k increased. Lima made 
•• better |i> 1900. Lima had quit 

awAffcifte pi Li tton and was concen¬ 
ts * t —4 W broawtim The company changed 
At **•• b \Jm» ler'Ktwitivr Works. Inc. 

wo# ,.» nn| wurk in the for- 
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were the Heisler and the Climax 
The last Heisler. a locomotive invented bv a 
Cornell engineer named Charles Heisler i 
manufactured in 1941. and Climax went out 
of business in 1929. 

The Shay and its imitators differed from con¬ 
ventional steam locomotives in that they were 
designed to haul heav\ loads on steep grades 
Called "geared" engines, as opposed to gen¬ 
eral-purpose. main-line locomotives which 
used connecting rods from drive wheels to 
pistons, the Shay had a number of small 
wheels which afforded great traction because 
each was a driving wheel. 

On main-line engines, the number of drive 
wheels varied, but they were relatively large 
in diameter, heavy, and demanded smooth 
track which in turn required constant mainte¬ 
nance. Additional small wheels on the big 
steamers held up weight and served as rail 
guides, but otherwise were functionless. 

Not so on the Shay. The wheel sets (called 
“trucks”) under both locomotive and tender 
are connected to steam cylinders transmitting 
power through a crankshaft and flexible coup¬ 
lings. Every wheel does work 
The Shay is easy to get around curves, is 
easy on track, and can adapt to rough road¬ 
beds that would stall or wreck conventional lo¬ 
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it waits to take passengers 


:lobs, seems right at home 


A fleet of antique 


Scenic Railroad is rolling again. 

by william c. blizzard 


'After a successful first season, 











IRA didn't walk up to him with 
hilI hae (or “poke," which is perlectij 
West Virginian), and say, ‘ ,D ® n ‘ *P e P 
I n one place." He must work with m- 
i funds procured as he may procure 
miaranlced bv the federal grant. 


Of SIUOM UU.c 

have espressed 
interest' in making a new cave aj^ngwhfcl. 
would be easily accessible to tounsts. 

The future of Cass looks bright, despite pre- 

Ti’JJVffiS"SSU-. ~ 

slogan to Cass, free of charge. 




aat not tc the SB «* jeopardizing ou.c, 
■auru a order to pour money into Cass. 
Bur the fighs for the old railroad became 
TMJtt cetaBre with sever a! newspapers and 
cnlaeon aod ilVOMO 'later boosted lo II8C - 
•l was appropriated by the legislature lo 
tj and refurbish the railroad and certain 

fjmuu gn work was done so that the Cass 
renjc Railroad opened for business under 
ate * laptops on June IS, 1M3. During 1963, 
* railroad, with an 16-mite round trip, had 
v : pay®* rammers during 73 day* of 
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After a successful first seast 


On Saturday, May 16, the Casa 
njo Railroad began its second year 
v( operation. As a sr»ecial feature of its 
opening, a delegation of antique-car 
owners chugged into the C &0 station 
at Cass and temporarily abandoned 
their ancient gas-driven vehicles for 
equally ancient steam-powered loco¬ 
motion. 

In law. prospects of success and growth 
are excellent for the state-run Pocahontas 
t'cuntv project. It was not always so. 

There would have been no such Pocahontas 
tmirist railway had it not been for a local 
committee which conceived the idea and 
fvi^fcl for it. Headed by Theodore Riffe, a 
Cass reedent who was chief accountant for 
the neighboring National Radio Astronomy 
Ohncrratory, the Cass Planning Committee 
woo formed in 1960 after the closing of the 
local Mower Lumber Co. operation in July of 
that year 

ft the lumber company, virtually the 
ree of employment in the area, Cass 
*ned to wither and die Unless, of 
some other source of economic nour- 

toukJ be located. 

7h* < Planning Committee pointed out 
rt (hr logging railroad, with its old Shay 
had too much of a tourist potential 
‘gpored and scrapped The Department 
Natural Rescurrrs was not impressed, at 
•ran m£ l« the extent of jeopardizing other 
pwqpwit m seder to pour money into Cass 
iNt th* ftghtf f«r the old railroad became 
seeanr t*M»e with Mweral nrwipapers and 
and IlMM* •later boosted to Slfti - 
•a* *«» by the legislature to 

> r «rwrtw«h the r adroed and ret tain 

oswoixadM psfMtin 


trip 

H U da 


These customers spent over $40,000 in fares 
and on snacks served in the C&O station by 
he church women of Cass. In addition, the 
U. S. Area Redevelopment Administration 
made available $576,000 in federal funds for 
the development and extension of the oper¬ 
ative railroad. 


These funds were for the rebuilding of 
three Shay engines and 14 logging cars; re¬ 
pairs to the railway shops where engines and 
equipment are maintained; the purchase and 
improvement of four acres for a visitor’s 
parking lot; development of a picnic area (in¬ 
cluding the improvement of a beautiful spruce 
forest) near the top of Bald Knob; and the 
extension of the tourist railroad trip to with¬ 
in 1,000 feet of Bald Knob, which has an ele¬ 
vation of more than 4,800 feet. 

Matters seemed to be going well. But for 
a time the National Radio Astronomy Ob¬ 
servatory at nearby Green Bank threatened 
to hold up ARA funds. The Observatory point¬ 
ed out that it was where it was in order to 
avoid noise, and a railroad clattering all 
over the place was undesirable. 

But Observatory officials were ultimately 
placated, and the ARA grant approved. 

Kermit McKeever. head of the Division of 
Parks and Recreation of the Department 
of Natural Resources, has indicated that an 
engineer has been hired and work on the Cass 
project will shortly be contracted for. 

Most of the necessary improvements will 
have been made by fall, so that tourists will be 
uf forded n longer and more scenic journey 
• if they wish to take it) when the Cass Scenic 
Railroad begins operations in the spring of 

ins. 


A> parks chief, McKeever is charged with 
the administration of the Cass railroad. But 
thr All \ duin t walk up to him With $57b w 
in a tug bag tor poke which ts perfectly 
good Woet Virginian', and say, ’ Don t spend 
it all in one place *’ Hr must work with m 
lr< ,in fund* procured at hr may procure them, 
but guaranteed by thr federal grant 
UU Wat vu '.rd recently by a WaahingU* 
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I Shay Can You See? 


</ first season, tl\c Cass Scenic Railroad is rolling again. 

BY WILLIAM C. BLIZZARD 


nrWMnan who wrote a story asserting, in es- 
seoce, that the scenic railroad will be delayed 
because of "bureaucracy” and modern con¬ 
duction techniques, and that much ARA 
nu-nr) earmarked for Cass will go to out¬ 
siders 

In fairness to the Department of Natural 
Kc sources, there is no evidence of boondog- 
(lia| or unslue waste in the Cass affair, and 
nuxl.'rn construction techniques will hasten, 
not delay, railroad improvement. 

It is true that "outsiders” may, by com- 
t,\e bidding, secure Cass work contracts. 
Ml compct:t:\e bidding is designed to save 
not waste it, and is open, of course, 
to local residents. 

Actually it appears that the Cass Scenic 
Raflroad will ultimately bwome West Virgin- 
j s but known tourist attraction, if the po¬ 
tent.ai of the Pocahontas area is developed. 

Ai presen t, the Cass complex, if it may be 
m termed, ts not, and is not meant to be, 
aatweiy a state project. Taxpayers, of this 
stale and others, have contributed to the rail- 
vond. which Is supposed to attract customers, 
wftieb li In turn supposed to attract private 


Pm ate busmens. obviously, is not going to 
hoot la m area unless it can smell a profit 
Aw** and profit potential has. in the case 
af Com. been slocked through the investment 
of out* and federal fund* While government 
serf >*t* UiMaeM ran work logtthtf §Ui 
itndl i— M hCitas of friction are obvious 
fm snUoti the biggest tourist need ai 
;<«* In awt and a place to stay 
ig «a «MM»«^ht at least one of each At present, 
Mac tmmC fetf l«0| SMtnmoilalMU it moot 


Wipe** The •« 


• »u bate la the pad 



need, it might be better for both railroad 
and eating and sleeping accommodations to 
be either entirely under state supervision or 
entirely in private hands. 


Without common management, the need for 
cooperation between state and private busi¬ 
ness is essential, or debilitating dogfights are 
sure to occur. 


Private negotiations are now supposed to 
be under way to turn the former lumber-com¬ 
pany store, now vacant, into a restaurant, but 
Cass residents are getting nervous. Summer 
is nearly here, the facility is badly needed, 
yet nothing had been done at the time of mv 
visit. 


Representatives of the restaurant negoti¬ 
ators say they are waiting for a daily scenic- 
railroad schedule to go into effect on June 
15. Until that date, the Shay-driven train is 
operative only on Saturdays and Sundays. Cass 
residents retort that the bird of time is on 


the wing, and they would like to guarantee rail¬ 
road patrons chicken on the table. 


Meanwhile, your best bet is to pack a lunch. 
It might be a good idea to make your trip 
as soon as possible, too, while the train ride 
is yet entirely a weekend affair. It isn't 
crowded, and it isn’t hot. Your nearest motels 
are at Boyer, Buckeye, and Marlinton. 

The huge cave near the railroad, which con¬ 
tains a 100-foot waterfall, may be opened by 
next summer. The owners of Smoke Hole 
Cavern, near Petersburg, have expressed 
interest in making a new cave opening which 
would be easily accessible to tourists 
The future of Cass looks bright, despite pre¬ 
dictable headaches Even wildflower enthusi¬ 
ast*. 1 am told, have found the rid* on the 
powerful little railroad worthwhile 
To appeal to Ihu group. I contribute this 
»log an to Com free of charge 
Shay tl with flowers'” 

Well. U*a better than "Shay It with cinders 
You won't need a l’«u mask to protect your- 
a*tf tiwm tho old cowl burner, but a bead cov- 
r<ts« dues help 


SUNDAY C AI£TI£ MAIL 






Passenger* re*» at the top before trip down the mountain. 


md cinders, Shay engine pushes cars up steep grade. 


« SOUTH CHARLESTON 

Your choice of two 
liandiome bonut gift* 
for taving el 

dollar savings 
& loan company 
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PAGE FOUR 


The Complete Truth Back of the Proposal to Buy the Cass Railroad summary wss^fl^eented a= 

compact 1:1(1 Present were - tWe business, offered soon. (These men were I Lumber Co. Railroad, its roll- cov^rnm^nt ^ 

•• • feasibditv :>r,sessional and political lead- Eligible for unemployment bene-1 ing stock, and other necessary; .. . ® 

- j • setting into ers of the area. fits from July 1960 to January equipments develop this most mendation 8 

was out- irrmnpt ,., t 1h ,__ • 1961 at which time these bene- unique and rare railroad as an Th comm - lttee h 

' - ' nultn’T^V^b «■ expired.) (operating tounstt ettggkj far 

Ted Riffe. It appears herewith: „ , Cl . twp r a « Planningremittee of peopie that 1vould ** 

■ /' . T-& -, Xt tht ; U r 0f S 0Sing 0f the OP ° S wiSeheartedly^sifpport'r'^the ^\° y \ be ^railroad Lorn 

rdbviDbnnS only industry in Cass approxi- K is therefore, with the above resolution b y the Joint Com- a ,Sction so 

. . j J pIjnn,nt mately 165 men were affected, situation in mind that the com- m m ee on Government and Fi- 50 


r iannm * 16p men were affected, situation in mind that the com- mLttee on Government and Fi- oZds etcTbuthas con 

Some of these men were mobile milt ee offers a definite and| nance as an instrument which ' 3 - 0 nw with tte di-l 

- Chif enough to find employment in sound proposal to the State of could aUev late the unemploy- 'lov-ient to be orov-dei 

Natnnal other communities and other West Virginia to alleviate this ' nt situation in the area, and l p ‘,f‘„ ‘ J" 


S- National other communities and other West Virginia to alleviate this ment situation in the area, and fL.f ™ rsonne \, 

. Observatory states. The majority, however, situ ation. emphasizes the soundness of « PT , 

ark were not blessed with the nec- T 'thp investment in such a ven-i There currently se . 

Kane Jr. Treasurer, essary skills and trades to find In November 1960 the Joint Jhe:mve stmem in , confusion as to 

ham other employment, and today Committee on Government and ture to me^ - and relative merit of 

jong Mavor of the some 80 of these men, repre- Finance, by resolution, recom- T he railroad and rolling stock posed pu ^" e ° { 

senting approximately MO de- mended to the owned by the Midwest “v^Vp 

Arl> _j-‘ Assistant pendents, (wives and children) ship of the 1961 W.V '■ Leg' 5 1 R h Sleel company of J 


K Arbogast. Assistant; pendents, (wives and children) ship of the i9bi w. va ) steel company of tSion'for touxirts 

ntenden: of Pocahontas face utter destitution unless | tourt. that u Xs?^ MowS Chariiston, Wwt Virginia. fraction for tourists, 
some form of employment is'Virginia purchase the mo Thfi amount 0 f railroad m- 


- ... some form of employment is ■ Virginia Tbe amount of railroad in- 

_____I volved is approximately 8 miles, 1 ron9 *^° 

If We Don't Watch They’ll Steal Our Centennial uf2 e tt f The 0 vniage'"square a at '’5miri»Si * a c ™ ssta | . 

3, IlnourSlate (second U, number Fron, [ Royad. And 

we r e m °vlctor f . MT. ■» more MS 1 *^ 3 ^ 

*+cr*Mr,r, t movement — and ious. Sometimes (as in the Bat- spectable. * * * * t o[ Ba i d Knob, but these rails {ormal discussior 

• it the Commonwealth of tie of Droop Mountain and the ’ 1 have been sold as scrap. The presenl owners of 

t rg it 3 She had had too strong Battle of Sinking Creek, near One advantage ot study g bed< however, is still in- - and right-of-way.' 

;■ harm n the creation of this Lewisburg), far inferior Feder- history at West Virginia Lniver- ^ and new ra ii s could be ment costs a re m 

-r or; to want to destroy al forces, numerically, defeated sity in our day was that we weie Jajd - n order t0 get the full menl figure whict 

• the Virginia Assem- the Confederates ingloriously. subjected to all shades ol Uui eff{jct of lhe en gine traveling fident would be 

t:-. vot- d aga.nst ^cession, with That belied the old Southern War viewpoints. One of the tQ {he top 0 f Bald Knob. Bald . dev elop the rail: 

• .• ,i.; - Wr-t of the view that Confederates were su- finest Southern gentlemen and Knob is the second highest. ou tsta n ding aitrac 

now West Virgin- perior people, man lor man. scholars we ever knew was the . t jn West Virginia (4.852 jsts . A ny impro- 
. f, r t(li(lf , th( . lmt r a . • * * * late Dr. Oliver P. Chitwood, who , and the railroad is higher howe ver. are subj 

The first land battle of the was an unreconstructed Rebel of lhan anv other railroad east of al judgment depe 
entire Civil War was fought at the old school. ^ ,he Rockies). ^rrylhe^deveiopn 

The tiates which had alroaHv Philippi, and this writer will bet * . 5, instance, a 

.knew their cause 10-to-l that the State gets euch- Dr. Chitwood scorned use of what to Boy H. for tort ^ ^ 

v null] not Stand a chance of red ou ' of its rightful publicity the term “Civil VVar ft a* 1 - » e d by The Midwest 1 lhose 3t oilier 

• rl'- Jitho^V.rrnnia ThS again on this score. (That belies insisted it was the War Be- .Also ^ a Co .; are two Shay ^ t0 be erectec 

HAD tu have Virginia So they lhe Southern view that "only tween the StatM, .^the emp ^ f ocomot i V cs. both of which w , ou/d be ml,ch h 

•ent dozens of tannin t„ huh- * f,-w minor border skirmishes sis bemgjm St atej Jf^ i( ...„ f , ?1 |_ 3r j! jmJ model s. One ^ was pu^ However. 



t^i imtiirfU ,,pr T ,, |jnJ»' more re ‘ 

u *’\ _ i, r NwtMnw " 

«peet*M* • • * • • 

■ . 25 »*& 3 S 

" ilv in our day ««s that \ 

, d . ' hiinfod »o all shades °\ C ‘ V ‘‘ 
rrr M*r viewpoints One of u 
1 Southern gent lemon ami 

! hours we over knew was the 
j . p r Oliver l‘ Chitwood. who 
the »»* an unreconstructed Rebel of 
st the old school. 

oh Pr Chitwood scorned use of 
iiv the term '"Civil War at all. He 
ijr> insisted it was the War Re- 
nlv tween the States” the empha- 
h« ns boms on "Slate’s rights" of 
i’ course The war. he contented, 
•ns was not fought upon the issue 
;rv. of slavery, but upon the issue 
*ra of State’s rights. He never did 
i A- mention, of course, that the only 
volved in 
■ i ho ri.-ht 

t«*a of (h< State to permit one hu- 
««n being to ho id another in 
*i»rcry. and 2 / the right of a 

■e State to break away from the 
fat oatjofi. if it wanted to. and to 

iqr Mt up another nation. 

► la teveral national elections 
MMbvtaf the War Between the 
It Ifrftr said Dr Chitwood, the 


^’'i | |i i nctirally go to the top 
' Knob but these, rails 


These costs are based on in 
formal discussions with thi 
present owners of the railroa. 
and right-of-way. The improve 
ment costs are merely a judg 
ment figure which we are con 
fident would be sufficient t< 
develop the railroad into ai 
outstanding attraction for tour 
ists. Any improvement cist, 
however, are subject to person 
al judgment, depending on ho* 
far one would initially want t< 
carry the development program 
If, for instance, a lodge similai 
to the one at Blackwater Fallf 
or those at other State Parks 
was to be erected, the costs 
would be much higher. 

However, we believe the bas¬ 
ic, initial investment should be 
concerned with the preserva¬ 
tion of the railroad, and if 
in the future the demand for 

ll 0 ly a b faC S S g. 


, of Bald Knob, but 
have been sold as “™P. ™ 
road bed. however, is still in¬ 
tact and new rails could be 
laid in order to get the full 
,.ffoct of the engine traveling 
to the top of Bald Knob. Bald 
Knob is the second highest 
point in West Virginia (4,852 
Ft ) and the railroad is higher 
than any other railroad east of 
the Rockies). 

What to Buy 

Also, owned by The Midwest 
Raleigh Steel Co., are two Shay 
type locomotives, both of which 
are 1880 models. One was put 
into operation in 1901 by the 
West Virginia Pulp and Paper 
Company: the other began op¬ 
eration in 1921, also by the 
West Virginia Pulp and Paper 


holdings were at Cass. 


Although the engines and the (should such an undertaking be 
railroad would require some re- considered. The idea of a *° d S®> 
pairs and improvements to con- however is not remote and the 
vert it from a logging railroad basic attractions, i e.: the rail- 
to a tourist carrying line, the road ’ cavern, hunting, foshrn g, 
costs would not be prohibitive. a £ d serene natural beauty of 
.See attached estimate of in- the mountains is such that a 
vestment and operating costs), l^gecould be constructedfrom 

Through informal discussions future profits that uould be 
it has been ascertained that the d enved from the railroad and 
afore mentioned properties ot ^ 
could be secured for approxi¬ 
mately $90,000-$ 100.000. 

The right-of-way and land on 
Raid Knob is owned by the 
Mower Lumber Company and 
tan be secured at the foliow- 


vaved 



The idea for a ski slope and 
the improvement and operation 
of the cave should be encour¬ 
aged as a private program. Wc 
believe that if private and pub- 
(Turn To Page 10) 
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' '' p.ni . nn.l improvements to con- 1 however, is not remote, and the 

* ’ w'ii it from n IokkIhr railroad basic ‘attractions, i. e.-. the rail- 
1,1 in .1 tourist carrying line, the 1 roat L cavern, hunting, fishing, 
l usts would not be prohibitive. i and serene natural beauty of 
(See attached estimate of In- 1 the mountains is such that a 
turns vestment and operating costs). Il 0f lge could be constructed from 
’ the Through Informal discussions , future profits that would be 
the ,i h.i- been ascertained that the derived from the railroad and 
mo mentioned properties other attractions. 
ia\ed could be secured for approxl- The *dea for a ski slope and 
mv match $00.(>()() $100,000. the improvement and operation 

The right-of-way and land on of cave should be encour- 
Bald Knob is owned by the a g? d as a Private program. We 
Mower Lumber Company and believe that if private and pub- 
Ctn be ecured ftt tlie follow-| (Turn To Paqe 10) 
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It ts estimated that the sum 
f $25,000 could secure the 
mvrssary land to develop the 
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area. 

Wo submit, in the attached 
summary of “Tourist Possibili-j 
•ie> of *he Mower Lumber. r Co. 

Ri !road at Cass. W. Va”, the ; 

In propor-! 
turn to population that too was | 
about as much as any other 
State contributed. Furthermore. 
We.’ Virginia gave great lead¬ 
ers to both sides. 

• • • • • 

Sometimes we feel that we 
, i.' r ,» . ! ha\t boon hanged, 

. John Brown than to 
hv.c been tw>rn in a State which 
it atbamed of its existence; one 
whirh ha' no honor, loyalty nor 
fot’.tiudr our which teaches its 
rhtldfrn to he ashamed of It and 
ft'l but direct* them to leave it 


New York, New York. 

NOTICE 

Several years ago we a- 
greed that should we ever 
become separated, you would 
use the magic code symbol 
"NX" and I the letter “G", 
and through these we would 
be re-united. I Have now 
found a wonderful home and 
a beautiful life and want you 
to rejoin me. If you see this 
ad in any of the many papers 
in which it will appear, an¬ 
swer in that paper. 

All my love, 

"G" 
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flic Complete Truth Back of the Proposal to Buy the Cass Railroad SmSW ^j^pggttw.« 

(s^.t mv-'- compart and Present were' t'tie business, offered soon. (These men were Lumber Co. Railroad, ite roll Government and ^ recom- 
*** — •; the feasibility professional and political lead- eligible for unemployment bene- ing stock, and other ne • preparing 

, - .ev.me into ers of the area. fits from July i960 to January equipment.^ develop this most mendation. mad e n0 

1961 at which time these bene- ! unique and rare railroad as an Thc committee bas i 

1 fits expired) operating tourist attraction for aUem pt to proiect tnc n I 

' fltS eXP " ’ the State of West Virginia L f people that would be m f 

Prooosal to State The Cass Planning Committee (pi oye d indirectly ” “ . a 

Proposal to state wholehearte dly supports the P o! the railroad Hecommg » 

s therefore, with the above | reso lution by the Joint Com-1 t our i s t attraction l- nrerne d 

• I situation in mind that the com- m i t t e e on Government and Fi- sbo ps, etc.), but has con 

Imittee offers a definite and nance as a n instrument Which lUeU only with the direct ei 

1 sound proposal to the State of cou i d alleviate the unemploy-, payment to he provided, P»- 

‘ West Virginia to alleviate this menl s i lua tion in the area, and rallng personnel). 

• I situation. emphasizes the soundness ol There currently seems to be 

1 T xt iqfift the Toint >he investment in such a ven- confusion as to the cost 

I in November I960 the Joint ^ tQ lhe Slate . 1 relative merit of the pu> 

■ Committee on Government and Pres ent Owners 'sed purchase of thc Mower 

. Finance, by resoiution. recom The railroad and rolling stock \? u “ be j company railroad at 
.mended to thei fuU member-1 ; J ne owne(1 by lhe Midwest ^ V a. as a possible at- 


january 1*. 


J K 


ers of the area 
business was out- fhe important thing in a 
I tt » aweLfig in Mar.mion nutsheU was a report given by 
Ted Riffe. It appears herewith: 
, a meeting which was at- ,.\t the time of closing of the 
,4 by the editor of this on iy industry in Cass approxi- 
r. >ii called by a planning mately 165 men were affected 
jj;tee including: Some of these men were mobile 

. R/'t. Chairman. Chief enough to find employment i 
, JS ’. "of the National i other communities and othei 
, \ctronomv Observatory states. The majority, however, 
•erbank: were not blessed with the nec- 

u Kane Jr. Treasurer, Iessary skills and trades to find 
l other employment, and today 
r- V,Mavor of the some 80 of these men, repre¬ 
senting approximately 240 de- 


r of the some 80 of these men, repre- Finance, by The railroad and rolling stock\P ^ b Company railroad at 

isenting approximately 240 de- mended to the full 1 are owned by the Midwest 1 ^ w Va as a possible at- 

Assistant pendents, (wives and children) snip of the K • • & Raleigh Steel Company of lracllon { or tourists, 

r intpr destitution unless lature, that the State ol \v rwieston. West Virginia. 


' Arboeast. Assistant pendents, (wives and children) snip of the 1 • Wesl Raleigh c - :' 

cr ov-dent *of Pocahontas face utter destitution unless lature, that t Mower Charleston, West Virginia. 

'“f"' some form of employment is Virginia purchas - The amoun t 0 f railroad in-1 Wrong Report* 

90**- J, __._— v olved is approximately 8 miles 1 ” lbe 

If We Don’t Watch They'll Steal Our Centennial 

(From page 3) | in our State (second in number Front^Royal.^An point about! W* from the inaccurate u attached Hjsc 


swld join her But one import- 
CTt state WOULD NOT join the 
«ce«!oni£t movement — and 
hat was the Commonwealth of 
.’irgmii She had had too strong 
t hand in the creation of this 
•o want to destroy 
: TWICE the Virginia Assem- 


‘ time on Leatherbark creex iu a newspapers nave ' 

in our State (second in number Front uoyai. -" , nt abou t 1 1-2 miles from the inaccu rate as the attached basic 

only to Virginia). In most of QuantreU appears on ^ Rnob nul- . inves tmcnt detail will show 

these the Federate were victor- he becomes a little more P actually g0 lo the top ; These costs are based on - 

these tne r I spectable. | 0 °Bald Knob, but these rails i formal discussions with i(he 

* , have been sold as scrap. The . resen t owners ol the railroad 

One advantage of studying however, is still in- and right-of-way The improve- 

history at West Virginia L mver- and new rails could be i ment c08 ts are merely a judg. 

sity in our day was that we were ^ order to get the full men t figure which wc are C 

subjected to all shades of Civil lhe engin e traveling I fldent would be sufficient to 

War viewpoints. One of the lbe l0 p 0 f Bald Knob. Bald deve i 0 p thc railioa 

finest Southern gentlemen and ^ is lhe second highest outstanding aUmnon ^ 
scholars we ever knew was the i t in west Virginia <4.8o2 isls . Any impr °^, ri oer5on . 
late Dr. Oliver P. Chitwood who p and lhe railroad is higher however. ™ “JjjStag how 
was an unreconstructed Rebel of lhan any oth er railroad east ol { to 

the old school. lhe Rockies). fa^o the dev elopment program^ 

Dr. Chitwood scorned use of What to Buy If. &r ““i^BlV-kwater Fall* 


ious. Sometimes (as in the Bat¬ 
tle of Droop Mountain and the 
Battle of Sinking Creek, near 
Lcwisburg). far inferior Feder¬ 
al forces, numerically, defeated 
WICE the Virginia Assent- the Confederates ‘“Slpriously. 
ioted against secession, with | That belied the old Southern 
fates from West of the j view that Confederates were su- 
Wpci Virtfin- oerior people, man for man. 


__ . :es from west oi tne i -1 

tlleghen.es (now West Virgin- perior people, man for man. 

n firmly holding the line a- * * , . ... . fVl „ 

ajnsl j. i The first land battle of the 

..... | entire Civil War was fought at 

The -ales which had already 1 Dr. Chitwood scorned uWP wha t to Buy u. ‘ on V at B lackwa ter Fans 

) knew their cause) ^ ^ Qf Us rightfu i publicity the term “CivU War” at aR- Qwned by T he Midwest of those al other Stow P«J*. 
ouW n< t stand a chance of agajn on this score . (That belies insisted it was l f? e h Raleigh Steel Co . are two Shay was l0 be erected, h 

w-dhoot Virginia. They ^ Southern view that “only I tween the States the empha f^f^omotives. both of which w0uId be mU ch higher ^ 
.if) III have Virginia. So they minor border skirmishes I sis being on ‘States ■ 18g0 models. One was P H 0WC ver. we belie be 

Hit dozens of fanatics to Rich- in West Virginia.”) course. The war. he contented, are jn I90 l by the ^ ^ in ves«n.^« 

lend Tiiey built bonfires •n. k BatTie‘ n of Philippi was . was not tough! upon the issue j»“ »{“ ia p„|p **£ coneerned '> 

tt Sb'sEisIs sss?‘js.T rr 



mp*«'" g 


1 THe Complete Truth Back of the Proposal to Buy the Cass' Railroad 


y. mrat and all those concerned 
, »tl! jca:n. both financially and 
„ m the vrlf-satisfaction that gen- 
, «■-.»:;> accompanies thfs type of 

The question which seems to 
',»• most prominent in the minds 
of those directly or indirectly 
1 interested in this project is the 
■' value of the railroad to the 

COST OF FIRST 
SUMMER 

Personnel 
Y Per Week 

j !— Engineer-$ 84.00 

| !— Fireman- 72-80 

1 i—Brakeman - 67.20 

r !—Conductor- 67 ^5 

t 1 —Laborers 1- 257.60 

, j_Clerk _ 40.00 

1—Supervisor- 10000 

_ $688.80 

’ Coal 124 1-2 tons at 8.00) 196.00 
\ Material and Supplies and 

, Minor Repairs- 200 00 

i Insurance- 39.20 

‘ Food_ 130 00 

(] TOTAL $1,254.00 

‘ e Less: Income 

... 70 persons per day @ $3.00 

per person _ 1.470.00 

NET $ 216.00 


In lliy ^Inched summary of j Estimated Basic Investment Coat Of Railroad at Caw 

operating Tricorne and costs for £ osl 0 ( railroad and necessary rolling stock, including 

» i™ Ur—«tr • — « 4fW 

of 70 persons per day. This motives and 8 Itet-cars (plus stock and parts)-$100,000.00 

average was based on the re- Cost of 8 miles of right-of-way and approximately 

corded numbers of persons who 200 acres of land on Bald Knob- 25,000.00 

visited the Astronomy Center improvements of railroad and rolling stock- 80,000.00 VI 

at Green Bank in the months 1 Bald _ 25,000.00 P j 

jOlher Improve™,,, «ZZ ■ 

" improvements? *. | 

include groups who made ar- , {The improvements' enumerated above should employ 
range'ments for tours in ad- I 65-70 men for a full 52 weeks). 

vance, but are merely people ( _ _ jjmrr .... 

who passed through the area .. J ' . 

and decided to stop. Further,' llon to the state, thereby requir- - average of 70 passengers per 

SAP. 43ASST.S Ear* ISSWM 

s nrSf! 

ume of visitors coming into the j ^equate c ^ opera- probable costs of repairs if the 

area if a promotional effort m s PP *u; s : s no t as railroad is initially put in good 

relation^o the railroad ^ at- | may se^m as tSe .working ^ndition «owever^^ve 

tract the tourist was under- importan . k would 1 believe the estimate of 70 pass 

take®? 1 We believe the answer ^^i^first^class^operation lengers pet day is^ltw^and^any 
“SVeSng cos,, for -^ ese tte ^.ev e.ue 

saw s t^r lera for 'W % clear 
kps a s.pSLa rsrss 

ment. These costs have been P Qn per engine mile, proponents of thi^ P) , T 

i converted to_ a 7-day work week ^ P. g pro b a bly. high but an not advocate it P worlh . 

> (56 hours) “, d “”, a ,5u»ertence tatlng' wUl have to the,'»P'm« »| »‘“f * 


• present owners. The value to 
t the owners, howev.er, is not 
s directly in proportion to the 
c value the railroad would be to 
I. the state and its development! 
k program, and we believe the j 
d altached summary of initial I 
ie costs would certainly give the 
owners a fair return on their 
• investment, apd Its value to the 
rliite, at these suggested costs, 
ub- cannot be measured in cold 
is dollars and cents only, 
r ” But what should also be con- 


ii-sa. 

























a iwt 00 | t quite obvlnu*. 

- <ml | ,„• opvrttiiiift com-. 
200 00 drat summer of ope 
30 20 outlined c»U» for ten 
130 00 personnel at the K n 
<1 2M 00 rates for this type " 
ment These costs li 
v . $:» 00 converted to a V clay ' 

1470 00 v 56 hours! and bast 
$ 216.00 initial summer's oper, 
weeks (April through 
^ however, a ski slot 
he value to t ^ e winter months v, 
ver is not , additional revenues 
•t,on to the responding additiona 
would be to Each engine trip » 
development Bald Knob requires 
believe the 0 f c oal at an estir 
v oi initial purchase price ot 


action is taken, and tasen 
' quickly the state will no longer 
have such an attraction avail¬ 
able to it, whereas other na¬ 
tural attractions can be deferred 
without a loss in either direct 
value or potential. 


The income is 
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The Morning 






JACQUELINE REED 

Zhe Morning Side 
':m, of the 


***' '"f . . rv S’jtr o' Wort Virginia 

■in to a at ttr disposal In the area { 

of the Cats railroad the herit- 
! T, V * ‘ v which have been the trade- j 

. . , 4r < —i: West Virginia in the, 

and also those that are | 

Z* _ paving aa important part in 

V , . .* xe future of the state. The 
, r, ■ *:.-. ;•_-*—art liW 

' . ' ■ ' .i - ft! steam locomotive lum- 

' ’ J. r.i; up the tide of-a*' moun- 

^ ; u a peak k unequalled in 
b\ any railroad in the 

L. r J.-1&I2 .L'-ited.SufeE^nd just 

-• fl’. e miles* -"From the 
*■ / , ... starting point of the railroad is 

_ '■ our heritage of the future— 

\ -he National Radio Astronomy 

* 1/ Observatory at Green Bank, and 

. .j onlv forty-five miles away the 
r * Naval Research Observatory at 

.. . . Sugar Grove. Both these in- 
\ stitutions are so aware of the 
t or responsibilities they have to the 
visitor that each is planning 
. . . . . reception centers to accommo- 

■ but you don't mein in an elevator and the 
a h:,- ; l.ke Jack other for Pontiacs where the 
that cheap stuff two power shovels have a dis- 
puii ut of the cussion of the car’s fine points, 
gut- v arrive. Most TV commercials are dull 

• . and insane, apparently aimed 

Commercials at a three-year-old mind, judg- 

ndier’s nomination ing from tfce reaction of our 
erest of the 'new Betsy. But the two we have 
rnmercials goes to mentioned might even sell chow 
Chung King chow mein and Pontiacs. 


Only 140 Books Left 
y Bookshop, Richwood, W. Va. 







i Tourist's Prevue of a Cass Railroad Ride 

- 6 L U _Rv Ivan N. Hunler 


By Ivan N. Hunler prime in the early day 

.. i the present century. 

Last ^mmer after we hiked u haver l re 

up Hills Creek near Hillsboro Wesl Virginia HiUbill 

in Pocahontas County and took, not w thal , 

iome fine shots of the Fall*. , Baum a rail {an {rorn P 
we thought that we had seen van j a came d own to in 
the ultimate point of interest in Ca rtol and ta i ke d to t 
that section of West Virginia. makers during the spe* 
But, how wrong we were. sion w jth such convincii 

Just this past weekend, we manship lhat lhe men 
returned to Pocahontas Count} taB ^ n g p 0 Rtics long ei 
and found another amazing set up a S p ec i a \ subc 
facet of interest in this unique lQ investigate the pros 
county. of his idea of buying 

The day that we found an- road {or a l0U rist attr 
other exciting chapter J&J£^+ 0 f the last steam i 
story of' Pocahontas County was Ea$l q{ the Rockies. 

—• s> 

hm” d to <1 p"'ch on The s „bcomrm«« 

Let! Train from C... 

\ r a%Se"« lt ^rls5 e « 

; he ta L a r ide on a mountain a rail buffs 

ssSSSSiSs? 


Railroad Rida 


By Ivan N. Hunter I 

Lust summer, after we hiked 
;ip Hills Creek near Hillsboro 
in Pocahontas County and took 
ome fine shots of the Falls, 
we thought that we had seen 
■ he ultimate point of interest in 
that section of West Virginia. 
But. how wrong we were. 

Just this past weekend, we 
returned to Pocahontas County 
and found another amazing 
facet of interest in this unique 
county. 

The day that we found an¬ 
other exciting chapter ^ in _the. 
story of' Pocahontas County was 
last Saturday and the place was 
Cass, a small mountain village 
crowded by the Allegheny foot- | 
hills to a precarious perch on 1 
the banks of a turbulent river 
named Greenbrier. I 

Last Train From Cass 

I w as in Cass not to meet the ' 
friendly people or to admire 
the unequaled scenery or draw 
nto my lungs, the pure air of 
'hr I);: I wa* in Cass 

to tj*.* 1 u ride on a mountain 
railroad and when we arrived 
m the community at eight in the 
morning the object of the af 
>out every rail 
n jn the eastern part of the 
uat.or *: saucily on 

a udr track taking on water 
Sf.r a at N umber Four” and 
•w .r»rt havr been kind to the 
am# gal and her Jaunty air 
did not hint that she was a 
lady when William Jen- 
rur.8* liryan was campaigning 
tec the frfesideory 


prime in the "early days of 
the present century. 

If you haven't been reading 
the West Virginia Hillbilly you 
might not know that Russe l 
Baum, a rail fan from Pennsv • 
vania, came down to the State 
Capitol and talked to the law- 
| makers during the special ses¬ 
sion with such convincing sales¬ 
manship that the men paused 
talking politics long enough to 
set up a special subcommittee 
| to investigate the pros and cons 
of his idea of buying the rail- 
jroad for a tourist attraction one 
■ of the last steam shay lines 
East of the Rockies. 

To Decide Sunday 

The subcommittee meets this 
coming Sunday at the Capitol 
in Charleston to decide on just 
what it will recommend to the 
legislature when it convenes ia 
January. Most of the committee 
members have indicated pri¬ 
vately that they will advise 
that the state purchase the roll¬ 
ing stock of the former Mower 
Lumber Company and turn it 
into a rail buffs paradise. 

The town of Cass, with its 
only industry shut down and 
sold at the auction block, re¬ 
sembles one of those frontier 
western ghost towns after the 
mother lode played out. 

Narrow streets of white two 
story houses, many of them 
now deserted and up for sale, 

, bear witness to the time when 
lumber was king and over 168 
families lived in the booming 
community. 


SuMtef Four l» • rare 
Ittfg tmtitw to hutuflen*. the 
ituiwe* one of 

of tike iluy engine* 
tuot Wugfkod et tl*e **e#|* WlU 
(tf West VtrfMa bact when the 


Old timer* bronxed by the 
uny seasons of logging in the 
grounding mountains sit idly 
n the porch of the boarded up 
>mp*ny store and with only 

1C leA»t prompting wtU U« •* 


rcMirned to Pocahonln* 
.uirl found another i 
inort of Interest in ihis 
ciinnl) 


day lliar we round an- 1 


talking politics lan(! i’ nmlRI ' 
set up a special subcomtnmif 
•’■quo Uj investigate the pros and con* 
of Ills Idea of buying the ra. • 
road for a tourist attraction one 
of the last steam shay lines 
•East of the Rockies. 


story 0 f»Pocahontas County 
last Saturday and the place wu» 

Cass, a small mountain village 
crowded by the Allegheny foot¬ 
hills to a precarious perch on _ _. lv m UTOlai vula 

the banks or a turbulent river conl j n g Sunday at the Capitol 
named Greenbrier. i ■- —-- - 

Last Train From Cass I 

I was in Cass not to meet the 
friendly people or to admire 
i tie unequaled scenery or draw 
into mv lungs, the pure air of 
the hill county. 1 was in Cass 
to take a ride on a mountain 
railroad and when we arrived 
in the community at eight in the 
morning, the object of the af¬ 
fection of just about every rail 
fen in the eastern part of the 
nation was puffing saucily on 
a side track, taking on water. 

She was “Number Four” and 
the years have been kind to the 
little gal and her jaunty air 
did not hint that she was a 
young lady when William Jen¬ 
nings Bryan was campaigning 
for the presidency. 

“Number Four” is a rare 
bird because, to historians, the 


To Decide Sunday 

The subcommittee meets this 


in Charleston to decide on just 
what it will recommend to the 
legislature when it convenes ;rt. 
January. Most of the committee 
members have indicated pri¬ 
vately that they will advise 
that the state purchase the roll¬ 
ing stock of the former Mower 
Lumber Company and turn it 
into a rail buffs paradise. 

The town of Cass, with its 
only industry shut down and 
sold at the auction block, re¬ 
sembles one of those frontier 
western ghost towns after the 
mother lode played out. 

Narrow streets of white two 
story houses, many ‘bf them 
now deserted and up for sale, 
bear witness to the time when 
lumber was king and over 168 
families lived in the booming 
community. 

Old-timers bronzed by tho 
many seasons of logging in the 


M -- r Uldiijr ocaouua kji 141 1 

railroad, she represents one of ; surroun ding mountains sit idly 
the last of the shay engines Qn p 0rc h 0 f the boarded-up 
that laughed at toe^steep^mlis j company store and with only 


of West Virginia bac1< when the 

lumber industry was^b^j| 


the least prompting will tell i 
the roaring days in the past 
history of this lumber town. oE 
days when the big double-band 
mill sawed around the clock and 
when as many as eight of the 
smoke belching shay engines 
went up to the top of the high¬ 
est mountains to bring down 
the logs that the skidders towel 
on sky high cables from riege 
to ridge, of the "skidder boys’ 
who tooted the steam whistles 
to signal the hookers on me 
other side of a deep valley and 
whose vision was sometimes oj- 
scured by low hanging clouds 
Most of the young folks have 
moved over to nearby Green- 
bank where they have found 
jobs at the Httdio Astronomy 
Center In an unheard of protect 
of sorting signals from galaxies 
in tha outer fringes of space. 


(Turn to P*W« 
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THE STATE CAN BUY A RAILROAD 
AND OTHER STATES PROVE IT FEASIBLE 


West Virginia has something that a lot of other 
states would give a purty for and that's a bit of sure 
tourist bait in the form of a mountain and a railroad that 
chugs up it. 

The state of West Virginia can have this railroad 
if the owners don't want to get too rich on it, and if the 
state's representatives are convinced of its worth as a 
tourist attraction. 

There is every kind of interest in the idea. This 
paper has heard from everybody and his brother and all 
divinely hope that the road and its steam locomotive wifi 
not be relegated to the limbo of the scrap heap. ' • 

Hillbilly tells the story up to now this week. It 
g*ves you a news account of the Sunday meeting of the 
K«vm Senate group. It gives you pictures that a Virginia 
rv«hoed fan took It gives you a pep talk letter from 


legislative Report 

IfieM The Cher lest en Cat 
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U» CK««l — Wtif Virginia'* Mo%» T*IW*d About Troin 


Baum Writes Again about Cass Train 


It CM 
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so tint a 
Ltfu 4 aaljf 
rent bank’ 

Uj 


r»cW«-<! ar* a group of picture* 1 took 
|rtp Sjtnrdiy aboard the • Legislature 
v 4 }•:<*** return then* with the rest 

Hjy? u**d them 
t( proposal with the 1 
ifciQMftl the wrot« on Sunday, October 
** ,T m ;nA> t>c interested In 
■mt* mlocmattr^ of this sort of thing to use 
is i^ur o**^paper promotion. 

If to. my offer still stands of taking 
wm afffWH* the two tourist railroads in Penn* 
one the East Broad Top. which 
■MUd up this August, was in constant com- 
mu&rfat.on ar.d madr i;.m> ’i.:* ' ' rwe ^* 
,* .... North C»r dina And the operator of the 
VKX delved into all the facets of the Tueetsie 

Mm -»f ' "" rA "t ebt 

tnmmjUUu with Mr. Wilburn of the EBT 


that 1 found out my info on the Twee 

l was probably instrumental h*re 
several years ago in helping to get the 
started.<Vith subsequent trips with the 
from the Tweetsie 
from the EBT at cost. I think the idea • 
blossomed and then trips and discussions v 
the Tweetsie man finalized the deci>-^- 
Mr Wilburn to convince the owners 
railroad, Kovalchick Salvage concern • 
Pittsburgh, to follow through with ^ 

Mr Wilburn was up until the line was offi. 

abandoned (track was never torn up than 
and still is the Operating Vice-Presiaen 
should go on a Sat. or Sun. and next wees 
first weekend in November) to th.> en^or 
vear. You can also compare the mult._.^ 
vantages the Cass outfit has over the EBT .. 

(Turn to Page 8) 






' . ' * «roinrr and all 

h °P° ,hllt th ® ro * d * nd «♦* steam locomotive will 
no) b* rologMod to the limbo of the scrap heao 

Hillbilly tells the story up , 0 now this week |»’ 

« iv# ’ Cat neW * aCC ° Unt ° f ,he Sunda V me.»in 9 0 f the 
Hou.* S«nate group. It give, you pictur „ fh 9 ' ” . ,he 

railroad fan took. It give, you a pop ,„,J q,n,a 
Pennsylvanian Russell Baum who started Hillbi^ , y* , 0 u < t ^0,,, 
the quest to save the railroad. 

Keep this issue as either a souvenir of West Virgin¬ 
ia’s backwardness or its forwardness. Remember: Hillbilly 
is asking the state or private enterprise to do only what 
other states have done to their profit, glory and pride. 




There she stands, idle, ready 
for the blow torch, ready for the 
scrap heap. Anyway you look at 
it. it is sad throwing away a past 
that can he re-created to the 
sibilant sounds of a symphonic 
cash register. 


Legislative Report 

(From The Charleston Gazette) 

Members of a legislative com¬ 
mittee took a preliminary step 
bore Sunday toward possible 
purchase of a lofty little rail¬ 
road with its side attraction of 
an underground waterfall said 
to be higher than Niagara Falls. 

The railroad step was taken 
by four members of the Joint 
Committee on Government and 
Finance. They authorized Leg¬ 
islative Auditor C. H. Koontz 
to check with the Conservation 
Commission on the wisdom of 
purchasing the Mower Lumber 
Co. railroad at Cass. Pocahon¬ 
tas County. 

The commission would have 
charge of the railroad as a 
unique scenic attraction for 
tourists in the event of pur¬ 
chase by the state. 

Tentative offers totaling a 
maximum of $284,110 were 
quoted to the committee by 
Koontz. The sum represents the 
purchase price for 13 miles of 
railroad, an extensive land area, 
an old diamond stack locomo¬ 
tive and certain additional 
equipment, including flat cars. 

The offers were made by 
representatives of at least three 
principal owners who would be 
involved in the deal. They are 
Midwest Steel Corp., Mower 
Lumber Co. and Don Mower 
Lumber Co. 


Th# IMII* train tru-hd in this H was Earned also that a 
i»« imr ihr n«i» dHui.ft hull riMin private investor. Identified only 
•# ti»# imu train ra» ,u a friendly “southern bank- 

*»•*» kfifti In |iMt«r wmIIIi than 

IW* (Turn to P«go 14) 
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Barrett, Jr. 

Of Arlington, V.i. 
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Dear Mr. Comstock' 

Enclosed are a gr 
on the trip Saturday at 
Special". Please return 
after you have used the 
If the proposal 
falls through (he wrot- 
30) today you may be 
more information of ihs 
in your newspaper prow 
If so, my offer 
you around the two tou 
sylvania. One. the Eas 
opened up this August, 
munication and made ms 
sie in North Carolina Ai 
EBT delved into all the 
before starting his own 
from my talks with Mr. 
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Save The Train 1 . 

TMI STATE CAN BUY A RAILROAD 
ANPOTMtR STATES PROVE IT FEASIBLE. 

W..I Virginia h« *om.lhing that . lot of other 
’ oiv. a purly for and that'* a b.t of ,ur« 

. zz. £...... 

^ of Wait Virginia can have thi. railroad 

. .. wln * |o get too rich ort it, and if the 

IT. •££.«»•*. tonvinced of i,s wor,h “ a 

'■ ry kind of inter.,, in the idea. Thi, 

*r: , r - ,-.rr.z 

<•» '* M ’* ,h * ""jjJ . .ouvanir of W..I Virgin- 

« — th* inv. a. R . m . mb . r , Hillbilly 

.*• *»*»•'+**** •* i% i%# «o d« onty whl1 
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hr> »'»' 



legislative Repot! 

Ttw. CMim'r» 0 '""*' 


A. » 
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on 


PennayIvanlan Rum'll B«um wno 
th» quail to »«v« th® rnilroad. 

Keep this i»»u« n* either a souvenir of West Virgin¬ 
ia's backwardness or its forwardness. Remember: Hillbilly 
is asking Ih® stato or private enterprise to do only what 
other s»ato» have done to their profit, glory and pride. 




Legislative Report 


Therr she stands, idle, ready 
for the blow torch, ready for the 
htjp heap. Anyway you look at 
K a is sad throwing away a past 
that ran be re-creatcd to the 
sibilant sounds of a symphonic 
rash register. 
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(From The Charleston Gazette) 

Members of a legislative com¬ 
mittee took a preliminary step 
here Sunday toward possible 
purchase of a lofty little rail¬ 
road with its side attraction of 
an underground waterfall said 
to be higher than Niagara Falls. 

The railroad step was taken 
by four members of the Joint 
Committee on Government and 
Finance. They authorized Leg¬ 
islative Auditor C. H. Koontz 
to check with the Conservation 
Commission on the wisdom of 
purchasing the Mower Lumber 
Co. railroad at Cass, Pocahon¬ 
tas County. 

The commission would have 
charge of the railroad as a 
uniqife scenic attraction for 
tourists in the event of pur¬ 
chase by the state. 

Tentative offers totaling a 
maximum of $284,110 were 
quoted to the committee by 
Koontz. The sum represents the 
purchase price for 13 miles of 
railroad, an extensive land area, 
an old diamond stack locomo¬ 
tive and certain additional 
equipment, including flat cars. 

The offers were made by 
representatives of at least three 
principal owners who would be 
involved in the deal. They are 
Muiwot Steel Corp. Mower 
1 umber Co. and Ton Mower 
Lumber Cu. 

„ learned thM * 
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Baum Writes Again about Cass Train 


a nr j group of pictures I took 
m n* wvp S»t»r4>t aboard the "Legislature 
• i fr* return there with the rest 

If !!* propoMl with the legislature 

Mb through <be wrote on Sunday. October 
Jt> tod a y you may be interested in getting 
■nr* sformaLon of Hus sort of thing to use 

i* ywof nennfuper promotion. 

If to my offer still stands of taking 

poo areo^S fbe two tourist railroads in Penn- 
ty.rxr * One. the East Broad Top, which 
ppgacd up this August, was in constant com- 
muL/i!. j%, and made many trips to the Tweet- 
:>r w North Carolina And the operator of the 
UfT delved into all the facets of the Tweetsie 
i.r i : t vurtir.g hi* own operation. And it is 
txmk n.) Liki Mr. Wilburn of the EBT 


that I found out my info on the Tweetsie. 

I was probably instrumental here 
several years ago in helping to get the idea 
started.<Vith subsequent trips with the maa 
from the Tweetsie to purchase equiph. 
from the EBT at cost, I think the idea fins', 
blossomed and then trips and discussions wi - 
the Tweetsie man finalized the decision o: 
Mr. Wilburn to convince the owners of t 
railroad, Kovalchick Salvage concern ne 
Pittsburgh, to follow through with the id". 
Mr. Wilburn was up until the line was officially 
abandoned (track was never torn up thorn: 
and vStill is the Operating Vice-President. ' — 
should go on a Sat. or Sun..and next week the 
first weekend in November) is the end for t.».e 
year. You can also compare the multitude ad¬ 
vantages the Cassoutfit has over the EBT and 
(Turn to Page 8) 







Let's Save the Railroad! 


RUSSELL BAUM MAKES PLEA 
FOR "EASTERN" PRESERVATION 


NOVEMBER U, 


Tfce railroaders call IhU 
lag- and the old coal-b n 
«re rla.m* tip Cheat. 


Old No. 4 grU shitted. This is up 
n the mountains six miles above 


From Page 1 

the Strasburg. There is not even a close com¬ 
parison on this score. Tne negative point, of 
course, is location. But I'd like Mr Wilburn 
to tell you about the amount or lack of I 
should say, local trade. It's mostly long dis¬ 
tance traffic. The EBT is located at Orbison- 
ia. Pa., and the Strasburg at Strasburg. If you 
fly I’d be willing to meet you at Harrisburg 
and if you drive, either in Sunbury or Orbis- 
uuia. 

I think one of the grea^ appeals in any 
newspaper drive is partly sentimental 1 talk¬ 
ed about it on our trip. I avoided it during 
the legislature talk on purpose. But to reiter¬ 
ate the appeal to me is this. Whereas we ve 
set aside Mountain tops, forests galore, 
streams and valleys, rocks and monuments 
as national and state parks - very little has 
been done to preserve the most cherished her¬ 
itage of all — our human heritage. 

And where is the preponderance of hu¬ 
man heritage? It’s in the East. The Pennsy- 
vania Grand Canyon tries to emulate the 
Grand Canyon of the Colorado. The Great 
Smokies and the Hills of West Virginia ^ry 
to be eastern pretenders to the Rockies. Bu 
no matter how hard we try the Monongahela 
National Forest will never compare with the 
forest of Sequoia National Park with its tow¬ 
ering 300 foot giants up to 40 feet in diam¬ 
eter. 

Want to Be Something Else 

There is no tree in the Allegheny for¬ 
est that would give 700.000 board feet of 
lumber. There is no canyon in the East jurt 
like Y osemite—Tallulah Gorge * ?«orgta 
comes closest. 3000 miles behind And l ^re 
ls no all around park like Yellowstone And 
there is no grandeur in the world quite like 
looking at Mount McKinley (called Mt. Denali 


the cost of salvage rail at about $1.50 to $2.00 
per foot. And the more «©f these places we 
add. the more attractive a travel package the 
East will be — or for that matter keeping a 
perpetual West bound tourist East (like me). 

Let's Preserve the East 
As an aside — if at this time 1 could 
land an attractive job in the West I’d do so. 

1 love to travel — and that is becoming the 
American pastime-and will continue to do so 
And with places like the proposed Cass layout 
I’ll have no need to be out West to be steeped 
in the beauty of America. I’ll be able to do it 
at home. And yes, we do have some of these 
things here, such as Williamsburg. Hopewell 
Furnace (an iron furnace Natl Park in Pa.) 
along with scores of military parks like Get- 
tysburg, which memorialize and perpetuate 
wounds of the past with hunks of stone strewn 
over the landscape. 

Let’s face it: We’ve come short of pre¬ 
serving the glory of our East At Cass we can 
combine the serene beauty of the East in to 
finest with the transportation mode-that made 
America — the Railroad. 

And showing steam in its finest hou [’ 
a symbol of a passing century of tradition, is 
a nostalgic item that will live in the hearts 
of men for time to come: the personal and 
romantic throbbing of a steam engine along 
with its plaintive wail! 

What American father will not fail to 
rationalize some reason to take his son for a 
[a* look and a return look for ^ ^ 
You talked on th€ Paui Buny.n 
lixing on the Cowboy.^ ^ no , col¬ 

and the Lumberjacks. We * ^ , And who 
orful? Who d ^ n t ,^ ”Trugged !um- 
doesn’t thrill to the thou** « • *~ rtson . 

ant tones — Tinmen 


These picture* were made by 
„r and Mrs. Wm. E- 
,,f Arlln*t»n. 

lover* who come, or did c "f’ lh( . 

West Virginia to 

altar of the great got Steam. 

Is No. 4 Shay at a Cheat 




__ “Tinmen ; How 
tVirmish an honest to goodness saw 







hu- 

, I,., , n ,!„. Kast. The Ponnsyt- 
m * n t'raml Canyon trlon lo cinulato the 
(Jrand Canyon of the Colorado. The Grcnl 
Smokie* and the Hills of West Virginia ry 
bo eastern pretenders lo the Rockies. But 
no matter how hard we try the MonongaheU. 
\atlonal Forest will never compare with the 
^t of Sequoia National Park with its low- 
ermg 300 foot giants up to 40 feet in diam¬ 
eter. 

Want to Bo Something Else 

There is no tree in the Allegheny for¬ 
est that would give 700.000 board feet of 
lumber. There is no canyon in the East quite 
like Yosemite—Tallulah Gorge in Georgia 
comes closest. 3000 miles behind. And there 

riet from base level and 20.300 feet from sea 
level. Watching it as I did, from Where I work¬ 
ed 150 air miles away at dusk was an awe 
inspiring sight I can never forget And with 
the help o£ two large photo murals I took, 
never shall. ‘ 

■ Can the East top that? Yes, K can. Not 
bv trying to match that which makes the 
West great, not by matching mountain peak 
for mountain peak; but by preserving that 
which made America great, by preserving 
that which the East in our history books is 
noted for—its human heritage. 

True we have beautiful forests and hills 
in the East with a certain unusual sylvan beau¬ 
ty to set them apart from those of the West but 
it’s not a dynamic beauty as with the Wes . 
And it’s not going to draw people from the 
Midwest East when it’s just about as easy 
for them to travel West. But Its a combina¬ 
tion of our pastoral beauty combined with the 
dynamism of our rich human heritage that 

will draw people to the East. Why d p P 

totidrr. children. WUI p K_ licten tO peo- 

now. Bui there go to Europe? Certainly not to listen v 

d»y whm won't. * k a language they can’t understand 

- W ” 1 - VU “" U ' scener/w/can surpass several1 

over in our own backyard. Nor for the p- 
portunity of spending the s ^°° r ““ n ' E „ rop e 
plane fare. It’s the human heritage 
—the museums colosseums, pyramids 1 
neonle there. One note-a local friend of mine 


nerving live glory of our Knot. At Cass we can 
combine the serene beauty of the East in Its 
finest with the transportation mode-that made 
America — the Railroad. 

And showing steam in its finest hour, 
a symbol of a passing century of tradition, is 
a nostalgic item that will live In the hearts 


n nostalgic Item that Will live in tne nearis These pictures were made, by 
a nostalgic I nersonal and Mr. and Mr*. Wm. E. Barrett. Jr. 

of men for time to come, the personal anu of ArUn|(Mm virgin!*, two tram 


of men lor um* to - 

romantic throbbing of a steam engine along 
with its plaintive wail! 

What American father will not fail to 
rationalize some reason to take his son for a 
last look and a return look for that matter? 

You talked on the trip about the West capita¬ 
lizing on the Cowboy. How about Paui Bunyan 
and the Lumberjacks? Were they not as col¬ 
orful’ Who doesn't use lumber? And who 
doesn’t thrill to the thought of a rugged lum¬ 
berjack deep in the woods calling out in reson¬ 
ant* tones L • Tlmberr'"’ How many people 

have gone through an honest to goodness saw 

ml Last year in Longview, Washington, 1 
went through the Weyerhauser Mill. There 
were 25 in our party. Tours were hourly every 
,day of the week. Absurd? No! In a large cen- 


lovers who come, or did come, < 
West Virginia to worship at the 
altar of the great god Steam. This 
is No. 4 Shay at a Cheat water 
stop. 


Thb mill was built in 1921. re- 
ciicrr-g oat that burned. Hillbilly 
that f **u o 1 Ci mill shoutdn t 
( e that down the years It will 
pay the state a pretty penny as a 
Kiirr.ir of the past. A logger’s 
museum could be garnered here. 


,day of the week. Absurd: in<k BT “ v ~“ Last empties come from the 

ter of population-no. Just a pure genuine in- Cheat woods . if. the last a-- - * 
ter oi p f , Inmhpr nB. And sixty year span. West 


And sixty year" span^'west Virginia 
terest in our human heritage ‘ . add 16« to its unemployed, 

remember, this is just to see a mill operate. 

There’s no ride involved. No scenery to see- 

It’s not next to anything else of inten 
There’s no timbering to watch. Its just 
look at a saw mill. 

We Have So Much . . • 

My father-in-law travels East and hauls 
me around on jaunts for guess what - just 
to see the remains of old iron 
there are crowds at the developed places bk 
H»P*w*U Why- Y.» *»<•» * MI 

we have added at Cass p t0 ^ forgotten 
a cave; and of course t* Nall0 nal Radio 

heritage of our future-^ Na„ ^ 

^ r e O r^ere b r7G0?d Mine in Them Thar 
Hills and U’s not u» ^ roe , or 

And you can contln , wan , 

any possible ^ !he feeling that 

nothing more out of __ • an d the 


Clyde «*««"» 

,),« hill*. This <» 
at West Virgin* 








a log loader, children, 
know nw. But there 
a dar when too won’t. 
* ftate of West Virginia, 
ion amen, have the wis- 
'eaerre this rich heritage. 



level Watching It a* I did. from Wlicro 1 work¬ 
ed I Ml air mile* away at duak w«* an awn 
inspiring light I ran never forget. And with 
ihc help two large photo mural* 1 took, 1 

never ahall 

Can the East top that? Yes, It can. Not 
hv trying to match that which makes the 
West great, not by matching mountain peak 
for mountain peak; but by preserving that 
which made America great, by preserving 
that which the East in our history books is 
noted for—its human heritage. 

True we have beautiful forests and hills 
in the East with a certain unusual sylvan beau¬ 
ty to set them apart from those of the West, but 
it's not a dynamic beauty as with the West’. 
And it’s not going to draw people from the 
Midwest East when it’s just about as easy 
for them to travel West. But it’s a combina¬ 
tion of our pastoral beauty combined with the 
dynamism of our rich human heritage that 
will draw people to the East. Why do people 
go to Europe? Certainly not to listen to peo¬ 
ple speak a language they can’t understand 
or to see scenery we can surpass several times 
over in our own backyard. Nor for the op¬ 
portunity bf spending the $500 round-trip air¬ 
plane fare. It’s the human heritage in Europe • 
—the museums colosseums, pyramids, that take 
people there. One note—a local friend of mine 
in the junk business advises me that the max¬ 
imum the line should be worth is $7500 a 
mile delivered in Pittsburgh if the rail is re¬ 
saleable and $5000 if of only scrap value. Also 
he says that to lay track new would cost—la¬ 
bor $10 per foot and $2,000 for switches plus 


went through the Weyerhamer Mill. Therc 
were 25 In our party. Tours were hourly every 
day of the week. Absurd? No! In a large cen¬ 
ter of population—no. Just a pure genuine in¬ 
terest in our human heritage—lumbering. And 
remember, this is just to see a mill operate. 

There’s no ride involved. No scenery to see. 

It’s not next to anything else of interest. 

There’s no timbering to watch. It’s just to 
look at a saw mill. 

We Have So Much .. . 

My father-in-law travels East and hauls 
me around on jaunts for guess what — just 
to see the remains of old iron furnaces. And 
there are crowds at the developed places like 
Hopewell. Why? You know why. And yet 
there’s nothing operating at these places. All 
there is are guides, pamphlets and restored 
and reconstructed remains. So, plus these 
three vitally interesting facets of our heritage fromthe 
we have added at Cass a perennial favorite— •' « of West Virginia’* giorioa* 

a cave; and of course the not to be forgotten p “ !l, ‘ 
heritage of our future—the National Radio 
Astronomy Observatory at Green Bank. Be¬ 
lieve me there’s a Gold Mine in Them Thar 
Hills and it’s not in California. 

And you can continue to ask me for 
any possible further help I may give. I want 
nothing more out of it than the feeling that 
I’ve done something for a good cause* and the 
self-satisfaction that that gives and the know¬ 
ledge that future generations and myself will 
have places to go in the East in quest for rich 
vacation spots. 

Russ Baum 



Thr old choo-cboo comes to-* bit 
of land on the Jerri between the 
two ruitch-backs on the side of 
Old Cheat. 


People, who are deeply interested in thfe fate of the Cass railroad have been 
asking me if it is maybe possible to have a mass meeting somewhere in 
in the state. Any suggestions along this line from readers? 
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wiTh the old diamond 
slack steam locomotive capai 
of laboring up the scenic co 

plus Cass Cavern, ai 
tourist attractions. 


The underground water! 
said to be about iOO feet hi 
is within the cavern near 
railroad. 


THEY BEEN WORKIN' ON DE RAILROAD 
If West Virginia buys the railroad at Cass, and thus fills its coffers with to “ rl * 
dollars these men who met on the inspection trip two weeks ago. They are: (si ingl e 
right) J. C. Cruickshank, Jim Comstock, and Harry Pauley. Standing: Don n P* 

Riffe, Carl Frasure, Dick Bowman, P. F. Long, Robert Jacobson, A. . ee ' ;-I lUP - 

C. H. Koontz, Don Mower, Ward M. Dawson, Sr., Mr. Yoke, T. G. Matney, an 

bach. _1- 


Cass Train Report 

(From Paae 1) 

er,” is interested in buying the 
railroad if the state decides a- 
gainst making the P ur< **f®; 
His reported offer is about 
$75,009. 


\ ONLY RAILROAD 

NOT merging I 

Bet-'-e:' s' 5 - s ot ' * 

l«oi,U*}ve } 

W iestir.g senator* and * 


EE**? rj \ 

■ . P«ndl«an Courav 

highest point in the state. 








NOVEMBER \7 t WfiQ 

Mountain to the top of lwi<t 
Knob tthtch hat a reported 
r Ovation of 4.B57 foot—) U *t 
\htrv fret le*% than Spruce 
Kn«b in Pendleton County, 
hjgtmf pom: in the state. 

Proponent* of the purchase 
•*> that the steep, old-style 
railroad with the old diamond 
stock Meam locomotive capable 
of laboring up the scenic coun« 
Uy'uiSc plus Cess Cavern, are 
surefire tourist attraction* 

The underground waterfall* 
u I to he about *J0 feet high, 

: siIIuq the casern near the 

r* mod 


THEY BEEN WORKIN' ON DE RAILROAD 
If W**l Virginia buys th« railroad .-»» Cass, and thus fills ifs coffers with tourist 
lollars thr*r men who met on the inspection trip two weeks ago. They are: (sitting left to 
0 M) J C. Cruickshank, Jim Comstock, and Harry Pauley. Standing: Don Crislip, Ted 
iffe Carl Erasure, Dick Bowman, P. F. Long, Robert Jacobson, A. L. Reed, Carl Griner, 
H Koonfr Don Mower, Ward M. Dawson, Sr., Mr. Yoke, T. G. Matney, and Herb chop- 


Cass Train Report 

(From Paae 1) 

er." is interested in buying the 1 
railroad if the state decides a- 
gainst making the purchase: 
His reported offer is about 
$75.00p. 

| Co-Chairman Hirrv R. Paul- 

ley (D - McDowell i point ’ '<vs‘ 

I that the Governnv"'t ar.l F 
I nance Committee licked n 
[quorum to take formrl action 
I Sunday. The total of four mem- I 
hers present was two short of | 
the quorum required for the 10- 
member committee to do busi- 
ness. 

Pauley said he was reason- 
ably certain, however, that the 
full committee would approve 
the decision to talk about the 
matter further with the Con¬ 
servation Commission. The 
other three members present 
were Sen. A. L. Reed (R-Pres- 
toni. Del. Herbert Schupbach 
.D-Wetzel) and Del. Ward M. 
Dawson (R-Morgan). 

Will Meet Nov. 13 

The committee sot Nov, 13 
for its next meeting: More posi¬ 
tive action 1 is expected at that 
time. 

A note of urgency was in¬ 
jected in the meeting by a let- 


ONLY RAILROAD t 

NOT MERGING 

Be*-—;;-. s''s>~s of two | 

l*>ei*l»»ive c’nvni'fees Sun- J 
‘ • jesting senators and 5 

ueleqafes discussed the j 
possibility of issuing pass- $ 
es on the scenic Mower * 
Lumber Co. railroad. » 

Houw Sp«»W«r Hurry R. \ 
Pauley (D - McDowcUl com- X 
merited: 

"Thi* Is the only rail- ^ 
road I knk»w of that ^ . 
doesn't want to m e r g e s \ 

, with another one." t * 

ter from Midwest Steel Corp.. 

, which has indicated that it 
wants to remove the railroad 
before the weather gets cold if 
no sale is made. 

Committee members decided 
they don’t have the authority 
to take a proposed $5,000 option 
on the steel and rolling stock 
of the railroad. 

Pauley said the powers of the 
committee could scarcely ex¬ 
tend beyond making a favorable 
recommendation to the next 
Legislature, which convenes in 
January.- Meanwhile, he said 
he thought the Conservation 
Commission should look at the 
matter ip relation to its total 
program and make a report to 
the committee at its earliest 
opportunity. 

A long- petition signed by 
West Virginia University stu¬ 
dents in support of the pro¬ 
posal was brought to the atten¬ 
tion of the committee. 

Sfory of th* R° at * 

Committee members tookan 
Inspection tour on ‘ h « 

Tho railroad J 1 ** 1 * . ‘j?* ! 

town of Caw and wind. 
txiathrrbark *«•* 1 h0 * t 
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tohr'j Speech 


C$ (hr anil enlerioa in deter 
nr.ng m hrttier no need more 
, aw n rT or not We shall talk 
atwnt the twproe—ttnl of ed 
, mtWMl qualitv. instead, or at 
T least in addition We shall try 
• „ week out »avs of identify 
_ , r .t and rewarding talent as 
i distinguished from mere time- 
L serving It's talent that we 
f want to get and don't want to 
f iow—let s put our money there 
. _»r ran always get warm bod- 
► ies to stand up in a classroom 
t and call the roll We shall vis- 
j it each others campuses and 
. -earn about each other’s prob- 
f Jems and strengths first hand 
| 1 get tired of hotels—but never 
; of campuses. We shall help each 
. other First we must sell, even 
. more than we have, the values 
of higher education to the peo¬ 
ple and their leaders—make 
, absolutely clear its indispensa- 
’ bility to the State, to the Na¬ 
tion and to youth in the second 
j half of the’ 20th century. We 
shall join in encouraging in- 
, creased corporate giving to 


The Latest Word on Cass £hoo Choo 


By Ivan N. Hunter of the Cass line but told the 

Just about everybody in West i committee that his department 
Virginia, and several other j would be glad to operate the 

states too, with a few' notable | scenic line if the legislature 

exceptions, has fallen in love followed the committee's ap- 

with the Cass Railroad. This j proval and “give us enough 

fact was brought out at the money to run it on". 

Legislative committee meeting Listing some of his object- 
held in Charleston Sunday, No- > lions to the project the Conser- 
vember 20. | ration Commissioner noted that 

A petition bearing the names the town of Cass was almost 
of 1500 Marshall College stu- inaccessable to concentrated l 
dents, along with numerous let- | tourist traffic. He also stated 


ters and wires, was read to the 
six man group before they unan¬ 
imously voted on co-chairman 
Harry Pauley's motion to recom¬ 
mend the purchase. 

The motion instructed Con¬ 
servation Director Warden M. 
Lane, to get in touch with the 
owmers of the railroad and roll- 


that the cost of acquiring and 
onerating the scenic shay line 
might prove prohibitive. 

Ted Rife, an employee of the 
radio-astronomy center 


be in business, at a fraction of 
the cost estimated by Director 
Lane. 

Even the amount of coal re¬ 
quired to climb Bald Knob fig¬ 
ured in the discussion. Warden 
Lane had earlier told the leg¬ 
islators that his department es¬ 
timated that it would, take ten 
tons of coal to make the steep 
ascent. 

Railfan Rife challenged thef 
tonnage figure and told the i’ 
members that it would only y 
take four tons to climb t h e 
mountain and “a half a ton to 
come down". 

We propose to hold a .pub- 


g to bring every 
graduate m Wesi 
organ town That' 


ges in this State— 
of the State— 
in draw on them 
dent* in our grad- 
'essional schools— 
all want better 
which to draw 


can get together 
v of each of our 

It would 


fact that their own education 
whether public or private, was 
heavily subsidized. Together we 
have avenues of approach to 
foundations, corporations, legis¬ 
latures. churches and individ¬ 
uals and groups of all kinds 
that we may not have sepa¬ 
rately or alone. 

We shall endeavor to explode 
the fallacies in the public mind 
such as that tax-assisted insti 
| lotions don’t need private sup 
port, that voluntary contribu 
tions to public institutions re 
duce contributions to other in 
stitutions, that private institu 
| lions can survive by just keep 
ing on raising tuition, that pri¬ 
vate institutions suffer unfair 


Green Bank, and an ardent I lie meeting somewhefe in the 
spokesman for advocates seek- .state, as suggested by the We3t 
ing to preserve the last steam j Virginia Hillbilly, to plan for 

___ mountain line in operation in i action to present our cause to 

ing stock and attempt to gel 1 the eastern United States, dis -1 the West Virginia Legislature- 

a reasonable price quoted for puted some of the-cost figures when it convenes in January", 

presentation to the full house quoted earlier in the hearing the astronomy center account- 

membership when they convene by Director Lane. ent announced at the meeting. 

;gher education and' in edu-1 in January for the 1961 ses- ' . Bluestnne Gorge and I “ Publ ‘ c noturo ° f the time and 

eating all our alumni to the sion. o™* £s have be'en in P lace be announced. Rife 

. During the Sunday meeting ; S m £ years and concluded._ 

Director Lane revealed some last another million". Rife EGAN WRO te HUMOROUSLY 
of the long range plans for ^ „ But lhe Cass Llne wiu Ep*HE CIVIL WAR 

tourist devdopment in West | be so(d for scrap unless some . ()f Uu , fcw humorous 

&££*£t£dSSVsS; if* artl °" ~°*' Rite »” toe 

cifically mentioned the Seneca Flying Dray a ■ 

Rocks area and the Bluestone Disputing the need of an ex- I written by Michael Egan ot 
Gorge as projects whose de-1 pensive lodge to house and feed Parkers burg in 1888. 
velopment should have higher tourists Rife explained that the PARENTS LIVED 

priority than the Cass scenic, state could purchase several TWAINS^ PAREMTS^iVBB 
Railroad. '' , ' 1 


old Pullman coaches and dining IN MASON COUNTY ' ^ 

Lane expressed only mild en- cars andjet^them^ffon a *d- 0 JeLveT^Mason ' County 


thusiasm for the development ing and the Cass F 


scholarships. We are about to 
set up a joint statistical service j 
and joint efforts in fund-rais¬ 
ing. We hope to work more 
closely together increasingly in 


Person to Person 


i competition from low fees m| close ‘y together increasingly in R. E. Mathews of Weston will at the iBiptot 1 !® ^ to , he 
tax assisted institutions. Ail or j l ^e highly important field of receive HiUbilly for the next area wh y Hillbilly 

sheer nonsense. Lei's ! adul1 education. a2 weeks with the Christmas |Mannauan ^ • - 








OF NEW ENGLAND 


Start Workin' on de Kailroaa 

! The&rf** TA f^T 




iK 7iea'£«96** d/ 

MT WASHINGTON. N.H . 

Sy+AA/LES FROM TOP TO BOTTOM! 


mile Cm Railroad and 9°' er .n,. 
it to Chugging up to the joes 
of Old Baldy with a cargo; he w 
free-spending, fun-loving | latui 
sti. , .. I*?,. 

.ore’s somebody that doesn t ol tl 
out the unemployed anti 

le of Cass to work running ; a lit 
little raUroad. to building nor 


something.' 



















who Will bo neccisary to tike car* gr*at mandate and he is serving 

*wr.c of vuitors. by the divine nght of kings But 

buy That somebody Is. first the he didn’t say do it, and it wasn’t 

and Governor of West Virginia. He done. One wonders why the gov- 

, the doesn’t like it because if he did ernor doesn’t like the railroad, 
argo he would have said to the legis- The Senate of West Virginia 
m ng lature, ’Buy that little railroad likes the railroad and put it m 
and let it be the first olive out the budget so it could be bought 
esn’l of the tourist jar. Buy it, boys. But the House didn’t like th< 

oved and let’s give the people back little raiiroad and they said, no 

rung a little something.” The Cover- they wouldn’t itemize it. Th 

ding nor has been made good father House and the Senate have t 



mmmm 


but It Still 
me body In 
e the little 


■Psere somebody who likes 
• r UttJc Caw railroad. This 
• mv Hut this pap- 
r in : any judge because this 
,p-cr ' one man s opinion. So 
be discounted. But 

ere a: 

tie railroad and that is just 
j' everybody in West Virgin- 
except the strong man on the 
idee! cf the state Why they 
r. : Lke it. nobody knows. One 
big men says it will take 
much money and he talked 
toilets on top of the hill 
d about other things. This 
per 'aid back to him. get the 
’road first and then talk a- 
iit those things. Be sensible, 
t the man got ruffled and the 
>er got ruffled and nobody 
anywhere. 

»ow this paper predicts that 
the thing is left up to the 
te, that the railroad will be 
i to those people in Marion, 
ginia. who would like to have 
o attract tourists. But that 
uldn l happen and this paper 
scrap till hell freezes over 


Thi* is ilv. story your trip uf M .t.-a 

ion or: Ih« Worlds ^ ^ H. V*'“ 

ond bu.it by SylveM-r Mmvb of «-• - uV ^v;- 

‘H or: •^■•.y. t ~ 

t.on, wuc-opened o»v Jo»y •> ■ , v ^jr m 

enntinuou-dy -unco ibot nme *: *.<■ P * 

the i world wor oud three «> i»«v to>v 

VfcolhW pcm.a«ng. -rom, -«# »""••»* 

Sialion I'tvefy time .he .:lock ^ vv. 

nine in th* morn in*;} wr.t.l s*x m the even 9 ' 

,o « P. M., D. S. U, When t.arfic s ^ - 

vserior* or,, run on the repolarly 
on<J ihi< «&«. »h., t,ai« <o get of «*«*«• " 
..O.lv June ond Me September row »« 

A M arid 2-.15 P. M. ; o>hecsav traffic d<mw»o<tv 





AA/LES FROM TOP TO BOTTOM / 


’ '•.a 






r►. ,• fv-i ^h'-ry »>f yowr trip up Mou,«'f Washing 

vf, Wort*!-. Fif.t "Coy Hallway. •riv.-riu.*d 
, Li i; Sy SylveM » Marwh of tink*»on. »4. H 
.♦w lotlwvay, <jh*n il«nv; kmo y«o»‘. of civt^tiu' 
^ (.'(Af'Vii on July 3. IU<JV ciikI 1io\ ojiAiotod 
f i •> <,-Jy \ir*u* tiivit tiiiiu *.**fi/pl foi ovMi yoor in 
*W • «ro«lfJ woi oih< Ihroo ill I In* loi< 


oliu ¥*lll letjvp fhc Jki*>' 
<k ifr.Ui thr liowf Itom 
•K in »»h* (V A. M 

n dftAKNHK QUID 

m) m<iul«>4 ififn 
1 u. jo! H III 

-*•’»*»*« I'tirflH tun uf II 
•n ill •»<«!&« ikflnhHK 






•J btnh by Syb 
ioilwny, 

II, WUr 0|Jl*nVi 

iliiiuou\ly tin' 

t f»f; I WOllfi V» 


n My* it will Mkr 
iw> «nd hr Ulk«*»| 
on Top of the hill 
IhH thing*. ThU 
rk to him. get the 
and then talk a- 
p B> msiblt 
ot ruffled and the 
ffled and nobody 


N’ow thu paper predicts that 
If the thing is left up to the 
slate, that the railroad will be 
•old to those people in Marion, 
V.rr.- i *ho would like to have 
to attract tourists. But that 
ouidr.: happen and this paper 
will scrap till hell freezes over 
m noli] the last spike is taken 
op and sold to the Old Domin¬ 
ion. which apparently has more 
fump’.ion and leadership than 
the New Dominion. 

If enough of you West Vir¬ 
ginian* jr-c- interested in buying 
Stock to make this thing possi- 
t:e now .s the time to say your 
piece Write this paper now as 
It Aha* extent you can or will 
fp Write to us until we get a 
good organization to take over 


eai+y Jom; 
A M <md 4 


West Virginia 


Let’s take what G 
\ us in good scenic 
uiJes and turn them t 
Watch for further w 

possible for 
j do something. But 
thinks the chances 
molecular. This P^er thm 
is a job lor the people, no 
neople who represent 


big to live, 
or ! has given 

eet- gotiabilities 
or. cash. V/stc 
tell ‘ from this paper, 
pan- j However, it is 
jrer state to 
;paper t 


from there, also watch for a big ( 
meeting in the Civic Center or 
somewhere soon. At this meet- ; 
ing we will have experts on | 
hand, we’ll have lawyers to U~ ( 
how to organize stock compan-1 
ies, and we’ll have a treasurei 


for commodities 






OF NEW ENGLAND 


they wouldn't itemize T’tS 
House and the Senate have to 
‘® g ™* or the budget can’t be sub¬ 
mitted and the legislature can’t 
adjourn until they get togeth¬ 
er So there was a kind of com¬ 
prise. 

" T '° r? P ut enough monev 

and if ;he Conservation Com- 
misston wants to buy it later, 
then they can buy it." That was 
nice on the surface, but it still 
means that there’s somebody in 
power who doesn’t like the little 
railroad and that the state will 
never buy it. Or so tftis paper 
thinks. 

There is somebody who likes 
the little Cass railroad. This 
paper, for instance But this pap¬ 
er isn’t any judge because this 
paper is one man’s opinion. So 
that can be discounted. But 
there are others who like the 
little railroad and that is just 
about everybody in West Virgin¬ 
ia except the strong man on the 
budget of the state. Why the} 
don’t like it. nobody knows. Om 
of the big men says it will taki 
too much money and he talkei 
about toilets on top of the hil 
and about other things. Thi 
paper said back to him, get th 
railroad first and then talk ; 
bout those things. Be sensibl 
But the man got ruffled and ti 
paper got ruffled and noboc 
got anywhere. 

Now this paper predicts th 
if the thing is left up to tl 
state, that the railroad will 
sold to those people in Marie 
Virginia, who would like to ha 
it to attract tourists. But th 
shouldn't happen and this pap 
will scrap till hell freezes ov 
or until the last spike is tak 
up and sold to the Old Dom 
ion, which apparently has mi 
gumption and leadership th 
the New Dominion. 

If enough of you West 1 
ginians are interested in buy 
stock to make this thing po 
ble, now is the time to say y 
piece Write this paper now 
tc what extent you can or 
go Write to us until we gt 
good organization to take < 


and let It be the first olive out I 
of the tourist jar. Buv it. boys, 
and let’s give the people back 
a little something." The Cover 
nor has been made good father 
of the West. Virginians by a 


•wrists. 

There's somebody that doesn't 
ant to put the unemployed 
;ople of Cass to work running 
uit little railroad, to building 
ic large tourist camps that 


3/z MILES TO THE 


Couldi 


Hillbilly's Salute to The Irish Is 




r 
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Complete Text 

M» panxm* today U to »ug- 
| f „ „ ^*fcNlity at lb* Mate of Writ 
\.r». a* parchirt rtf and operating a 
*r of ter Mower Lumbar Co. in 
/ C«i Hot Virginia as an operating 
ksvtuk of railroading and lumbering— 
tar* of the century style— for the bene¬ 
fit the people of the state and as a 
-J^r : jurist attraction. And further, to 
ttew that this tourist attraction would 
pty own way from its oun revenue. 

Railroads, and especially logging 
railroads, have for the past 15 years 
beer, my primary hobby. Through busi¬ 
ness the military service, and vacations, 
1 hi\e tarveied and seen most of the 
iateresting railroads in 49 of our 50 
,:/ M Canada, and Mexico from the 
Cookuili and Zocateas to the White Pass 
and Yukon in riding over the Mower 
railroad last October it occurred to me 
that few Railroad and none of the opera 
ting tourist railroads came close to 
matching the Mower in spectacular 
scenery Further the most scenic part of 
the !me is within 8 miles of Cass. 

It was because of this ride that 
the thought kept mulling over in my 
mind that this definitely would be the 
iine to preserve as an operating log¬ 
ging railroad to be promoted as a 
tourist attraction, ft would be a natural 
for the state to include it in its Park 
System This whole concept of a railroad 
park is not new In 1947 the Edarville 
it R. was born in Cape Cod District of 
Mass. with six mile of track around 
a Cranberry Bog. Today it is the most 
successful of the tourists operations. The 
passengers each year are in the hun¬ 
dreds of thousands. 

Another tourist railroad is the 
Tweetsie at Blowing Rock. N. C., near 
the Smf.kiim but In a remote section of 
/V r 1 warn told that last year they 


of Russeli Baum's Cass Railroad Plea 

is the Silvorton Line running from Dur- tenllal to serve as a tourist attraction. 


;::gc to Silverton. Colorado. They are 
booked up in advance for tickets and a 
ride over their 45 miles of track requires 
a four day wait on the average. Today 
Durange is a booming tourist center. 
Hotel rates shot from $2.50 eight years 
ago to $7.00 today for a single, and the 
u.iusuai part is that Durange is 450 miles 
from the nearest city of over 5,000 
population and has to compete with such 
attractions as the Grand Canyon. Rocky 
Mountain National Park, and Yellow¬ 
stone for the long distance tourists. 

Another is the East Broad Top in 
Penna. It started this August with a 
five mile trip through some pleasant 
farm land. It is presently bettering ex¬ 
pectations and Mr. Wilburn, the opera- 
itng Vice President, expects to add to 
the line next year. 

Although these other railroads are 
operating quite successfully, they have 
only one basic attraction, that is a rail¬ 
road with an operating antique steam 
engine hauling poeple for an average o? 
five miles over the track. The Mower 
Lumber Co. Railroad has far more to 
offer. 


The engines themselves ire very 
unique in the annals of Railroading. They 
are Shay geared steam engines complete 
with a real 1890 dimond stack. There 
are two switchbacks on the line. And t 
know of only two others left in the 
U. S. 

There is an added attraction of a 
mammoth cave only about 50 yards from 
the suggested termination of the line oa 
the hill. This cave has received innum¬ 
erable write-uos in certain magazines. 

A cave in itself would attract numerous 
tourists, and the combination would 
make a very strong tourist attraction. 

Then *at Greenbank, five mlies 
away is a large observatory that would 
help attract still more people. 

The Mower operation would re¬ 
quire the operation of only five ri)ile3 
of track and the purchase of six miies. 
This would take the line through Us 
finest scenery, and five miles is the ideal 
length for this sort of thing. 

Because the major investment is 
there, the cost would not be large and 
no more than scrap value for rail and 
engines. 


To start with, it would be the 
operation of a real railroad—most of the 
tourist lines are built for the occasion 
and for the historian type person, there¬ 
fore lack interest. 

The Mower does not merely go 
around in a circle or over an uninter- 
e- 'ing stretch of land. The other lines 
operating in the East can come nowhere 
near matching its scenery. You would 
have the added interest of lumbering- 
turn of the century style—and lumbering 
in itself has a great appeal to many peo¬ 
ple. Today in the United States the only 
railroad logging by the old method o' 
rail to togging point and skidder car 


To summarize—none of the other 
railroads serve any other purpose than 
to memorialize sleam railroads, and none 
have operating geared engines or in¬ 
teresting scenery. W'ith the Mower you 
have in addition the large interest i:t 
legging—-the chance to show old ticu 
logging railroading at its best—and x 
large undeveloped cave. 

However this is the last opportuni¬ 
ty to do somethuig about it Unless it 
is stopped, the salvage company warns 
the tracks ripped up by time u.r. .r 
sets in. Building a new railroad woj.J 


II* M*w*l 

*“* *r *^ 0-1 |— ft »• "Hr 

*•*"£, ^ <— «* *r*'* 

, _ , jjlmrfr re«w cle** •• 

i»* M#m< m 

ZZL'* rWMM* Ik* ftMftl *r«nc perl «f 

(%. i. ■_ m (ilk* I WlM ft r>u 

B «M "(*«•« ft thu Md* Ihftt 
|W ,. r ,j*. tfft aeulUhg over in my 
• v > •«. _:•! '•>'• 

to, t» ftT—rT ft* ftft operating log 
f -g mbtftd I* be promoted *» « 
1 wr 1 i f ft would be a natural 

tor mt atate to include it to its Park 
|tol Dm *toe concept of a railroad 
M rr» In IW? the Edarville 

R1 *w born « Cape Cod District of 
Ha** wiib Its mile of track around 
a Cro*berry Bog Today it is the most 
Mccomfol of the tourists operations. The 
pistengen each year are in the hun¬ 
dreds of thousands. 

Another lounst railroad is the 
Tweetue at Blowing Rock. N. C.. near 
▼ «3ri rt s remote section of 

•. «- / ... folrf that last year they 

$1*0 000 net protfl. This year they 
,rr atStiing 930.000 in superfluous addi- 
. h at the purchase of a railroad 
os-ooi otiv* from the White Pass and 
Ttafeoa in Alaska They have a five mile 
..rx.r a track. Another good example 


f*iw< land n K presently bettering >1 
PMiiiMBt Shd Ml Wilburn, the open 
ting Vice President. •aperta to add 10 
I be tin* nest year 

Although these other railroad. are 
operating null* mccesifully, they have 
arty one bade attraction, that is s rail- 
rued with an operating antique ateani 
engine hauling purple for an average of 
fivr mil** over the track. The Mower 
l.mtwr Co. Railroad has far more to 
offer. 

To atari with, it would be the 
operation of a real railroad—most of the 
tourist lines are built for the occasion 
and for the historian type person, there¬ 
fore lack interest 

The Mower does not merely go 
around in a circle or over an uninter- 
e in2 stretch of land. The other lines 
operating in the East can come nowhere 
near matching its scenery. You would 
have the added interest of lumbering- 
turn of the century style—and lumbering 
in itself has a great appeal to many peo¬ 
ple. Today in the United States the only 
railroad loaning by the old method of 
rail to logging point and skidder car 
and cable is the Mower Lumber Co. It 
travels the highest point East of the 
Mississippi River of any railroad. It 
has the best scenery East of the Rockies, 
and is the onty operational Railroad East 
ofNthe Sierras that would have the po- 


* * *1 u • l*(g» observatory that w<nT.d 
I »lp attract «itil more people 

Tha Kmir operation would re¬ 
quire tha operation of only five npri* 
of track and the pure hate of *u mile*. 

Thu would taka tha Un* through .•» 

(meat scenery and five mile* It the id»sl 
length for this sort of thing. 

Because the major Investment is 
there, the coat would not be large ar.4 
no more than scrap value for rail and 
engines. 

To summarize—none of the other 
railroads serve any other purpose than 
to memorialize steam railroads, and none 
have operating geared engines or in¬ 
teresting scenery. With the Mower you 
have in addition the large interest in 
legging—'the chance to show old Una 
logging railroading at its best—and a 
large undeveloped cave. 

However this is the last opportuni¬ 
ty to do something about it. Unless it 
is stopped, the salvage company warns 
the tracks ripped up by time win:or 
sets in. Building a new railroad would 
be prohibitive. 

The highways for enierir.g Cass 
from East. North, and South are vtr/ 
good making it readily accessihie. 

Trainfan Baum. • Pennsylvania 
businessman, made this sp««*h be or* 
me House of Delegate*. Ocl. ^ ^ J. 





Complete Text of Russeli Baum’s Cass Railroai 


My purpose here today is to sug- 

' gcst the ^"operating a 

Virj( ini«s purchaser Lumbar Co in 

Virginia as an operating 
I ZZeum ol railroading .nd to"*™*- 
turn of rt« century style—for >»« b 
fll of the people of the state and*> 

, major tourist attraction. And further, 

I shew that this louris. ettraetfon would 
pay its own way from its own revenue. 

Railroads, and expecially logging 
railroads, have for the past 15 years 
been my primary hobby. Through busi¬ 
ness, the military service, and vacations, 
i I have tarveled and seen most of the 
interesting railroads in 49 of our 50 
states. Canada, and Mexico from the 
Cookuila and Zocateas to the White Pass 
and Yukon. In riding over the Mower 
railroad last October it occurred to me 
that few Railroad and none of the opera 
ting tourist railroads came close to 
matching the Mower in spectacular 
scenery. Further the most scenic part of 
the line is within 6 miles of Cass. 

It was because of this ride that 
the thought kept mulling over in my 
mind that this definitely would be the 
line to preserve as an operating log- 


is the Silverton Line running from Dur- , 

ange to Silverton, Colorado. They are _T ** rv 

booked up in advance Tor tlekete and a umoueAnV" 

ride over their 45 miles of brack requires ai A! lhe 
a four day wait on the average. Today wilh * y Real 

Durange is a booming tourist center are tw/ILn 

Hotel rates shot from $2.50 eight years know of ‘ 
ago to $7.00 today for a single, and the u. S 
unusual part is that Durange is 450 miles 
from the nearest city of over 5.000 ma Thcre 
population and has to compete with such the m s m ° th C ’ 
attractions as the Grand Canyon. Rocky the 
Mountain National Park, and Yellow- erabl * \ vr i, 
stone for the long distance tourists. A cave ^ 
Another is the East Broad Top in tourists ° 
Penna. It started this August with a make j y 
five mile trip through some pleasant 
farm land. It is presently bettering ex- aw . 
pectations and Mr. Wilburn, the opera- 
itng Vice President, expects to add to 
the line next year. quire 

Although these other railroads are 0 f track 
operating quite successfully, they have -ptiis woi 
enly one basic attraction, that is a rail- finest set 
road with an operating antique steam i en gth f. 
engine hauling poeple for an average of 
five miles over the track. The Mower there tl 

Lumber Co. Railroad has far more to 
„„ no more 

0 er ‘ engines. 

To start with, it would be the „ 


grng railroad to be promoted as a 
tourist attraction. It would be a natural 
for the state to include it ib its Park 
System. This whole concept of a railroad 
park is not new In 1947 the Edarville 
R.R. was born in Cape Cod District of 
Mass with six mile of track around 
a Cranberry Bog. Today it is the most 
successful of the tourists operations. The 
passengers each year are in the hun¬ 
dreds of thousands. 

Another tourist railroad is the 
Tw*«t*U at Blowing Rock. N. C.. near 

rn? wnflire* Wt 1h a remote section of 
S C l was told that last year they 
made 1150.000 net proift. This year they 
*rr adding 900.000 In superfluous addi¬ 
tion! *.iirh m the purchase of a railroad 
;«-omotjve from the White Paa* and 
Yukon m Alaska They have a five mile 
cMtie of track Another good example 


operation of a real railroad—most of the 
tourist lines are built for the occasion 
and for the historian type person, there¬ 
fore lack interest. 

The Mower does not merely go 
around in a circle or over an ummer- 
e'tng stretch of land. The other lines 
operating in the East can come nowhere 
near matching its scenery. You would 
have the added interest of lumbering— 
turn of the century style— and lumbering 
in itself has a great appeal to many peo¬ 
ple. Todav in the United States the only 
railroad lodging by the oM method o- 

rail to logging point and skidder car 
and cable is the Mower Lumber Co. It 
travels the highest point East of the 
Mississippi River of any railroad It 
has the best scenery East of the Rockies, 
and is the only operational Railroad East 
of stho Sierras that would have the ?o- 


railroad: 
to menu 
have cj 
teres: ins 
have in 
legging— 
logging 
large un 
Ho 

ty to do 
is stopped 
the tracks 
sets in. Bu 

be probibiti 
The 
from East, 
good makii 

Trai 

busirvossms 

the Hous* 


of Russell Baum's Cass Railroad Plea 

lltc Silvorton Une running Prom Dur- tenllal to serve as a tourist attraction. 

<t - 10 Sllverton. Colorado. They are The engines themselves are very 

^ v-vhed up in advance for tlekeSs and a unique in the annals of Railroading. They 

nde over their 45 miles of track requires aie Shay geared steam engines complete 

M % four djty wait on the average. Today with a real 1890 dimond stack. There 

p trance •* * booming tourist center. are two switchbacks on the Une. And I 

Hotel rates shot from $2.50 eight years know of only two others left in the 
ago to S“ 00 today for a single, and the U. S. 

u.iusual pari Is t.iat Durange is 450 miles There is an added attraction of a 

pom the nearest city of over 5.000 mammoth cave only about 50 yards from, 

population and has to compete with such the suggested termination of the Une on. 

*;tr*euon$ as the Grand Canyon. Rocky the hill. This cave has received innum- 

Mountain National Park, and Yellow- erable write-ups, in certain magazines 
■tone for the long distance tourists. A cave in itself would attract numerous 

Another is the East Broad Top in tourists, and the combination would 

Vnna It started this August with a make a very strong tourist attraction, 

ne mile trip through some pleasant Then ‘at Greenbank, five miles 

*rm land. It is presently bettering ex- away j s a large observatory that would 

ectations and Mr. Wilburn, the opera- help attract still more people, 
rg Vic* President, expects to add to The Mower opei^tion would ra- 

ic line next year. quire the operation of only five njiles 

Although these other railroads are 0 f track and the purchase of six miles, 

wrrt.r.g quite successfully, they have This would take the line through its 

•:> one basic attraction, that is a rail- finest scenery, and five miles is the ideal 

*d with an operating antique steam length for this sort of thing, 

g r e hauling poeple for an average of Because the major investment is 

r mJo over the track. The Mower ther6i the cost wou id not be large and 

®b*r Co Railroad has far more to nQ more t h an scra p value for rail and 


fer. 

To start with, it would be the 
erat.on of a real railroad—most of the 
BM !<■*« are built for the occasion 
4 for the historian type person, there- 
rt Uck interest 

Tar Mower does not merely go 
ts a circle or over an umntcr- 

~~ gtxetch of land The other lines 


;-.i* m the East can come nowhere 
r»r «iuti.'4 1 U scenery. You would 
*•« tv* sdd*d interest of lumbering — 
Mrs ut it* erwtury VyU—and lumbering 

m mmU Sm * ***** appeal to many P«o- 
T »rl>~r w Um SUl*» llw only 


nil to logging point and Iwfcr 1 
Ml c*6U t» (he Mower Umber Co It 
<r»«*«a the htgh«* P<*u»t Ea*t of »he 
U^MPPi Rj»o-r of any railroad It 


has the be* atworry Ea4 of the Rockiet. 
a*4 a the eely oprrXutful lUilr wd East 
at 4Sc harrrai that would have the p** 


engines. 

To summarize—none of the other 
railroads serve any other purpose than 
to memorialize steam railroads, and none 


have operating geared engines or in¬ 
teresting scenery. With the Mower you 
have in addition the large interest i:i 
legging—the chance to show old time 
logging railroading at its best—and x 
large undeveloped cave. 


However this is the last opportuni¬ 
ty to do something about it Unless it 
U stopped, the salvage company w«an:s 


jrohibitive. 

The highways for entering Ca.s 
t F.ait North, and South are Sc.y 
t making it readily accessible. 

Trainf.n Baum. a Pennsylvania 
rmimin. mad* this sp**ch baton. 

Hows* o» Dalegatos. Oct. 4. ^ A 



To Buy or Not To Buy a Mountain Railroad 


the last of its kind. 

WHO HAVE FOND MEMORIES 


IND A SMOKE-BELCHING LOCOMOTIVE, 
dE RAILROAD AS BAIT FOR TOURISTS, ' 


IASS OF GOODWILL TAKE A 


*, -i: bin ■: an n. ,, , scriber whom I have heard , the Japs, made each man dig i 

r .« pn „ 1 ‘ •• ‘ 1 1 4,1 much about but had never his grave and get down on his 

f "• s P , ‘ rl ! > 4 E P^ 0 -. ,he a f' met ! knees at the edge of it, so that 

. ; ■ Minted place in Marlmton. is, mel ; . the big knife came down i 

- Mr Koont* himself who is, Strangely enough I learned , n " ould b | kic ked in after 

“ anding in front of the place,about Rev. Newell. Presbyter- . severed h ead It's like this 
. ' '' . “ J wondering why it isn’t |an pastor at Grcenbank. when, . steam loco . 

: l M>n tFll* me where Sena- , went to New York .hat time ridSn? It w£ 

’or Car! Gainer is in the motel tc check the Big Cty for its t?aek ami haul it to 

m I : ■ there and after a while poverty and depressed areas of ^ IJniiniri of the hill and 
Senator Arch Reed comes in people following the dressing- 1*® b0 “°”\ o £ is rion^ t too 
r -J-. assoc: and we all go to breakfast, the; down that the Saturday Eve- 'of ' h fJ b SO rl D d Unless ^f 
Mosmtam Rail place now being open and bust- ning Post gave West Virginia. ttlU 8° * or U "*5“* °* 

• was ap- hng A i one booth are Mr and One of the social workers there course - orders a 

emature crave Vrs Koontz and at another i told nte about Greenbank's stay ot execut,on * 

- lone in the Delegate J. C Cruikshanks. , Rev. Newell. And others had 

• m Speaker Pauley comes in. told me about him. how he is Train With Smoke 

" tv “* J done known as the Hotroddlng Cir- . . ., 

Ike and Taxes cult Rider in a Jaguar. He was u w f, P ass , a road . and the 

: ‘ 1 . there and so was his Jaguar, vvhistle toots a warning. A car 

i - imewhat Bill Sperry introduces me to And so were his wife and chi!- stops and dls g° r g es lts passen- 
’ - engineer ■< 'tranger. a fellow by the dren I have never met a more sers because a train with smoke 
•i a bit of name of Gambiil, who is a tax delightful family is southing to see. A little 

jvermg that lawyer, and who slops at Bill’s , , , , ?irl waves and I -remind my- 

edition to a place when passing through A " d there we J e ol ” e , rs ,hcro self to read some of good old 

-Ygatmn of thai part of West Virginia. 1,le s,at J, on - Tom Edgar, for Tom Wolfe and I promise.my- 

• mto the Tell him that story", savs i instance. Tom is running for seIf j wj n Upward we go and 
>r-< this ves- Bill and Gambiil haltingly tells ' Iouse of Delegates (Democrat) it Rets colder and f hear 
• a possbile what he had been telling Bill, "om Pocahontas. He is the, Cruickshanks say that .- Poor 
something about how President ““™ n l £ a ‘ P f ar Buck old Comstock is going to freeze 
Eisenhower evades taxes by L, h U^i ""i °" to death ” and 1 look about me 

rlinton renting his Gettysburg farm to Hillsboro (her birthplace) in an( i see *u a «. il. u avp 
r „ , ,, George Alien and Clint MurchiA "W Many Worlds”. Tom Edgar -f n telbgen ly anticipated th?s 

lay aTV'ss T °f None of il is Z "Tre . tW ° kind ofXther3are dre2 

r lear to mo, or even interesting, le g s ’ ln Europe. There’s a ed in fitUng _ arb Ad Di k 

Ko' f/ „uZ 8 bou| th h fe h? W f ts t0 taikin 8 time 2 ™ W f Weh 1 h 1 “ v ? n .'| Bowman haf evidenUy amicT 

-as was*5? is? m s, rr«“ 

'ir£'“wu.r»r4 KSI “iX cl 3S si as fas-* i“i 

li t One Involved a book and ,e 8 s off clean ab °ve the knees ^ d ’ g 0d ’ 

’ ;'. r '' '■ “ stofy, I think, worlliy of Yes - (here’s a story there be- Joh n Killoran comes up to I 

‘ ,ft e the prinLs. cause the officer completed his me and I say. “Fill me in, 

f",, ‘ ,'' vn At a dinner Fiseni, n u,», ™ i. Plans, gave some orders in con- "John” and John fUls me in 
,.of a poem that he nection wi,h them ' and called a a, 'd good. "This is one of the 
, in years hu Vouki eivtl f?™ driver and had hlmself loaded steep railroads ' Railroad grades 

, . ' —or maybe T into a jee P and taken «way to I are told in percentages. A rise 

»« d Flopped here and in Borgia for If anybody could I he i 11 85 * hos P i,al Tom Edgar!of one inch per hundred feet 


Her father-in-law, Tom's fa¬ 
ther, of course, owns the old 
Pearl Sydenstricker Buck home 
at Hillsboro. Pearl Buck comes 
often to visit the place and 
in this way has become some¬ 
thing of a member of the 
Edgar family and they love 
her. Or Mrs. Tom Edgar does. 
“She is the most gracious 
woman I ever knew", she told 
me. “She is kind and consider¬ 
ate, and devoid of all pretence. 
You would think she would 
have the right to ‘put on’ just 
a little, but she doesn’t. And 
she has no use for people 
who pretend to be something 
that they aren't". 


Character of Pearl Buck 
I had heard that Tom took 
offense at Pearl Buck's re¬ 
ferring to him as “half man" 

In her book. “Nothing to it at 

all. Tom knows what she meant. 
He knows what happened to 
him. He isn’t a baby As a 
matter of fact he is all man. 
He understands more than peo- 
| pie think and he bears no 
grudges. I think he is pretty 
great", 

I A nil T think elm il urettV 


V* dowly 

Vain and 

™*uty lot 







The Country Store 
And Loafers Gawk! 


December 29, 1965 
January 1966 has rolled 
around and one should be 
writing about the history at 
1965, but somehow 1 
wander to Camp Caesar 
where farmers gather to 
butcher. 1 haven’t been 
over this fall, therefore l 
have no fresh sausage or 
bacon and the liver we used 
to throw away. 1 remember 
the last time l helped 


years later, 1 would be a 
member of the West 
Virginia Legislature, 
writing for newspapers 
appearing on TV and 
radio—much less running 
for Congress. 

Far be it from me to try 
and turn back the clock. 
Civilized men ma ' t ® 
progress. We never stand 
trill—we travel by 707 


Only 86 Miles To Cass 


^atnuai From f^ge 14 

! County. popuU- 

>r » ;s. 734 and square 
.rift ldX6.34. home of 
Oar Ktimp enrar governor 
<* 19JS and Wally Bam>n. 
(OcC How manv great 
^g.yi.-ai points is known 
wootulh tor the yearly 
tote Forest Festival held 
ywlv. the first week in 
OtrohcT uhen Jack Frost 
(as turned the leaves to 
brown, auburn reds, and 
you know winter is on its 
nr 

You come to Valley 
Head, you turn south on 
219 and Scenic Highway 
*55. one-half mile, you 
past the Valley Head 


Restaurant, and Mingo 
named after the Indian 
tribe. A number of Indian 
statues are scattered 
throughout this area and 
they hold a yearly Wool 
Festival. You cross the 
famous Cheat Mountain, 
11 miles to a sign pointing 
to Snowshoe. You stop at 
the Big Spring Restaurant 
and Store, and Ski Barn, 
Gateway to Snowshoe and 
Silver Creek ski ranges and 
the Cass Scenic Railroad. 
You take secondary route 
9, ‘A mile passing the Big 
Spring Presbyterian 
Church. You will see about 
10-12 horses in a field 
which belongs to the 152- 


room motel located at the 
Gateway to Snowshoe and 
Silver Creek ski ranges. A 
sign says Whistlepunk Inn, 

6 miles, you continue on to 
thorny Flat Road, 
secondary rock base, 1/3 
crossing Cheat Mountain, 

7 miles to Buck Mt. Road, 
secondary VA miles to 
Cass. You have now 
completed the 86 miles 
from 1-79 Flatwoods in 
Braxton County, to 
Pocahontas County, and 
Cass. You are ready to ride 
the' Cass Scenic Railroad, 
which schedules, price of 
tickets, and other 
information appears in this 
paper. 


. ^ 







Business in Cass 

Scenic railroad is keeping everybody busy. 

BY WILLIAM C. BLIZZARD 



andlogging operation which had supported the 
Cass community. ... 

This four-member committee, headed by 
Theodore Riffe. chief accountant of »« Na¬ 
tional Radio Astronomy Observatory at Green- 
bank and J. M. Kane Jr., a Cass merchant, 
had a goal: the purchase by the slate of part 
of the logging railway as a West Virginia tour- 

Natural Resources, 
fund shortage, was 
ic idea. But the Cass 
not easily discour- 
support and the aid of 
>0.000 was appropriated 


slash to eliminate fire hazards. An observation 
tower near the top of the mountain has high 
priority, for the use of both sightseen and 
photographers. Some old railroad can, Ohea 
used os logger camps, would probably be reno¬ 
vated and placed in service. 

In an article published in the Sunday GazeUe- 
Mail Stale Magazine ol May H. 1*1. 1 wrote 
that the problem would seem to be. after the 
railway gets into operation, not to attract tour¬ 
ists, but to find sufficient living quarters and 
food for them after their arrival. Ttai* forecast 


The Department of 
plagued by a perennial 

Planning Committee v 
aged. With newspaper 


1 my visit, the Women s Soc.rty of Chr»: wa 
>ice of the Methodist Church, a Can *t»p. 
making and serving pin and saof • <‘r» 
distributing toft drinks In tb» 0*0 depot. 


































WILDLIFE 


MUSEUM 


Blackhurst's stuffed animal 


popular spot. 


WSCS lad. 


lies prepare refreshments to 


tourist*. 


V°r migW lry the He is ri‘ 

“ t arl ‘" t0 . n ' or foyer, up the mo, 
ept. of Agriculture’s anxious to 

fa'u.rwflHh? l,me ' aml i, 

le and Dunmore i , ‘ he lr 

f. visitors travel" In | CrCCk 

V‘ ,h beeches anS £ k ' * t n; ‘ 

*1 »«J plastic. W E ^ v;,n 

eocher, taxidermist! S'"* " in 


5'c Shay pushes the nalcars 
icryonc crowds to the sides 
and photograph the scenery" 
i some ancient railroad cars 
uped for six months at a 
creation they had was poker 

i “P thc Srade at Leather- 

•'eads up at fw[ anU 

* k lr< “"- Hlnckhurst wittily 
h '' sutnewhat distorted WtJ 
give Jollity nn ,| f ricmmncM 


1 1 

Ki 


Wf JN* 
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1 1 

1 | HI 

m * 

■1 ri# 
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stranger, just shake 
yourself. We don't w 
Blackburst is an t 
set up about 173 mot 


magnificent 
paying over 


ancient railroad cars 
nTlhey had was poker 


dents of Tennessee and N'ortli 
id out in the Great Smokies, 
a most popular tourist attrac¬ 
ting of a nuisance, and even 
■autious. The black bear could 
ist asset if allowed to multiply 


Carolina 


up mountain, tourists get off 


id stretch legs. Some bring out picnic lunches and take lot, 
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WHAT’S NEW AT CASS’ 


State’s largest tourist spot 
finally getting some necessary 
improvements and there are more 
on the board as soon as money 


BY WILLIAM c. BLIZZARD 


vailable. 



.il cfeurts women help'd out (night¬ 
life ptn. caka, and sandwiches, but de- 
d (fieri outstripped supply and l)ie unhnp- 
ourut m Ml with nothing more nourish- 


;w 15, 19C3, tourists traveling 
at Scenic Railroad on itn first 
run discovered * pleasant fact: 
rertued. the Shay locomotive 
the ran was a genuine antique. 
*( r_rtorj also dlvovrrrd an unpleas- 
Touriat •W*«nroo<JaiK<ns at Casa 
j u uupr aa the KpjO-modei Shay. 
. a*) you could let a hot meal was to 


w hat is now a major West Virginia tourist at¬ 
traction. , _ . _ . . 

Operating a railroad on a shoestring led to 
some maddening incidents wlueh were vi^y 
nearly catastrophes. For instance a Was£ 
ineton D. C., newspaper sent ut a writer 
.who gave ample and avorable coverage Ui 
Cass, and his story prompted many Washing 
tonians to make the long drive tai Southern 
West Virginia. This was weUnnd good, unU 
a locomotive axle broke at the time ol tneir 

The accident injured no *#B. hut U did iwt 
the railroad out of business until a new aide 
was located, which took no short search la 


« *.w s-^jgg^arca 

TheARA grant of $576,000 was finally^ 

as^-S&SSsSsss 

„ 1 ££SS 


the first private-enterprise ‘Icvelopmonls M 
Pn ., ig s tiii coinc strong, and Blautimrst 
£TJ! mourned about 500 animals for your 

U1 A^Chdl-War Museum, opened last year by 
Mr. and Mrs. Kyle Neighbor is‘“SjJS 
Blackhurst taxidermy wt d ' rants a 

SSiStSSM 

V ^e 3 ar^n?overnight accommodations to 
There are jo . about 10 miles distant, 
SSftSte 'Z ntti lodeine. But six miles 












restaurant section 
>, a huge, restyled 


M >1 a price: in uie spuiiK 

luir w ain't combed, its shoelaces 
and iU somewhat sooty shirttall 

at Caw were intimately asso- 
of funds, although opposition 
enl by the Department of 
also slowed progress on 


and the intersection of W. 
being moved about a mile s< 
location. 

This involves building ont 
miles of new highway, and 
done by this lafi. It is to 1 


and threc^ tenths 
he job should be 
c hoped that the 


























K* „w*M>onc<d diner owned by J. M. Kane Ji 


You furnish the lot 
well furnish 
everything else! 


Cot* Country Kitchen 


<ntry store. Note soda fountain at left. 
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n,«r William C. 


Blizzard sol on lop ol coboose to gel this shot of Coss Railroad Shay enroule to Mountain State Forest Festival 

Till* venr the Elkin* Forest Festival. operate 1 snort and pulf an the Cass Scenic Rah 
bv ndn5 dtamal weather. SSL*.* fj. *2S .. 


wnTpitlled out of the slough of despond BaW KBob ,or ' , ’ n ra,l ‘* “ 

by one of the powerful little h>KK>ns Last vcar, someone had u- dee of brr.f 
locomotive.- admirer-- call the wonder- one " „f the Cass Shays to Elams lor tu 
fill Iron-How Shay Forest Festival, where the public would lx 

lturinp the three-dav Festival over 4.000 pas- treated to short rides lor a -mall Ice The idet 
sengers. despite -old and periislent rain, was a happy one: The Shay -.- a sooty r. 


ordinarily chugs up Bald Knob rn the Casa Scen¬ 
ic Railroad. Although the miserable weather 
may have halved the number o( paying cus¬ 
tomers, the liUle Shay remained a stellar al¬ 
ii was dillicult not lo notice die locomotive, 
lor its shrill and penetrating steam whistle 
bent more eardrums and cleared more sinus¬ 
es in three days than could be inspected by 


iozon otolaryngologists in a year ol prac- 
e. How do you ignore a festival attraction 


it rata, was a happy one: The Staav - a a '• 

the #0- devella who became die belie -1 the ball 
t which II was decided to repeat the day pen- 
-ss Seen- ance for the IS® Elkins Forest Festival arc 
weather die Department of Natural Reworeea, who t 
ins eus- owns the Shavs. agreed. 1-urther. someone 
ellar at- thought it might be a good idea to tavileth* 
press and other guests for me 60-mile nde. 
omotive as the Shay shimmies, from t.ass to Elkins. 

whistle This was done. About two dozen pnssen- 
re sinus- gors ac companied Shay No. -t followed by sev 
ected by eral passenger flat ears and a caboose, as 
of prac- left Cass about 9:30 on the morning of Oct. 6 


THE WONDERFUL 
IRON HORSE SHAY 

Built for mountain climbing, it's slow, 
mighty slow on the overland trips. 

BY WILLIAM C. BLIZZARD 


heard'for five miles? You don’t, especially if 
the calliope has only one note, or. at, most two 
tw„ iluvu. who in self-defense, hauled 


™ a^f^dv^attracUon The ride, interrupted by three watering 
Calliope which can be stops - for the locomotive not hW 
You don't, especially if and another slop.for minor repa took i» be 
e m.ie or d most iwo longer than anticipated U was about 6.30. anr 
o in ^K defense. hauled gelling dark, *h» Uw ««* 

■ffs: others merely grit- Elkins Maximum speed had been about eigh. 


There were those who. in self-defense, hauled gelling dark, 
out mid-winter ear muffs; others merely grit- Elki“_Maxin 
ted their leelh in silent protest against the m l v.uied die trip .•> 

dawn-to-dark steam-siren symphony. But moal "wwo ^Elkins fine* line dwtadW • 
people accepted the locomotive wlusth as a • . , hal number W 

mild nuisance indicative of a strong benefit, some hng 1 with the Shay 

and were glad the Shay was in town “ Ter, taomen They were Mrs Vlol.t 

Few towns in the United States ran boast of four were -[ Mabel Fretwell -I 
the presence of a Shay engine at any time of Katherine McMullen <J Milwau 

the year. Informed sources estimate that not Buckh. ®- a W Lumping magarme 

more ihan 40 of the old steam locomotives ex- kee, also of Mdw.u ... 

ist in the United States today and few ri these ^ MagiUllw , 

are any longer able lo shake rnltle and rol . man gng eauo , rfp , ruIn 

How did such a rare antique happen Jo la- hard- >»«'”“'? hern- d may fan , 

tag passengers in Elkins during (he Forest Fes- WktaS^ook^ ^ ^ is lh e to. to,sc Md- 

U U happened partly because rad imee belong- ‘^"JJ^j^'virtt^ioduy "s’ ,ts remarkui 
tag to the Chesapeake A Uhm and Western >1 j* 1 noV elly radioad lour ist aid 

Maryland Railroads exist £ cM Virgin* North t 

Elkins Four »•»^ still serves as a -mmon 


11 





William C. Bliuard sal on top of caboose to get this shot of Cass Railroad Shay enroute to Mountain State Forest Festival, 
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THE WONDERFUL 
IRON HORSE SHAY 

Built for mountain climbing , it’s slow, 
mighty slow on the overland trips. 

BY WILLIAM C. BLIZZARD 


This year the Elkins Forest Festival, 
plagued by rain and dismal weather, 
was pulled out of the slough of despond 
by one of the powerful little logging 
locomotives admirers call the Wonder¬ 
ful Iron-Hoss Shay. 

During the three-day Festival over 4,000 pas¬ 
sengers, despite a cold and persistent rain, 
paid money to take short rides behind the 80- 
ton Shay locomotive, an antique vehicle which 
ordinarily chugs up Bald Knob on the Cass Scen¬ 
ic Railroad. Although the miserable weather 
may have halved the number of paying cus¬ 
tomers, the little Shay remained a stellar at¬ 
traction. 

It was difficult not to notice the locomotive, 
for its shrill and penetrating steam whistle 
bent more eardrums and cleared more sinus¬ 
es in three days than could be inspected by 
a dozen otolaryngologists in a year of prac¬ 
tice. How do you ignore a festival attraction 
with a sort of built-in calliope which can be 
heard for five miles? You don’t, especially if 
the calliope has only one note, or, at, most, two 
There were those who, in self-defense, hauled 
out mid-winter ear muffs; others merely grit¬ 
ted their teeth in silent protest against the 
dawn-to-dark steam-siren symphony. But most 
people accepted the locomotive whistle as a 
mild nuisance indicative of a strong benefit, 
and were glad the Shay was in town. 

Few towns in the United States can boast of 
the presence of a Shay engine at any Umc of 
the year. Informed sources estimate that not 
more than 40 of the old steam locomotives ex¬ 
ist in the United States today, and few of these 
are any longer able to shake, rattle ^d roll. 

KSSMKSKBKSS 
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Maryland Railroads exist belween Cass and 
Elkins. Four Shay ft£t 

the summer months they (the three inai 


operate! snort and pulf on the Cass Scenic Rah 
road, this season hauling 38,857 paying cv 
tomers up Bald Knob for four miles aoc 
back again. 

Last year, someone had the idea of bring 
ing one of the Cass Shays to Elkins for th. 

Forest Festival, where the public would b« 
treated to short rides for a small fee. The idea 
was a happy one: The Shay was a sooty Cin 
derella who became the belle of the ball. 

It was decided to repeat the Shay periu 
ance for the 1965 Elkins Forest Festival, ant 
the- Department of Natural Resources, whict 
owns the Shays, agreed. Further, someom 
thought it might be a good idea to invite lht 
press and other guests for the 60-mile rule 
as the Shay shimmies, from Casa tq Elkins. 

This was done. About two dozen passen 
gers accompanied Shay No. 4,-followed by sew 
eral passenger flat cars and a caboose, as 
left Cass about 9:30 on the morning of Oct. 6 
The ride, interrupted by three watering 
stops (for the locomotive, not tho passengers 
and another stop for minor repairs, tooka bn 
longer than anticipated. It was about 6:30, am! 
getting dark, when the little Shay crept inti 
Elkins. Maximum speed had been about eighi 

m 'lhe a two dozen who hadstarled UwtnP a> 
Cass had, at the Elkins finish line, dwindled U 

managing editor of Trains Magaxme. 

Inasmuch as the 60-mde tnp 
Elkins took about nine hour 8 , it 
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) -owl* “waved like craiy" when train passed. 


After long (timewise) , nay pulu ^ ^ ^ 


,ta New Hampshire 
Shijs and similar, 
(suit to compete with 
az-mt railroads Shay 


9 IMS. 


>i - Shay in .Is hey- 
a.>J power’ its safety. 
irities in the field agree 
isul greater tonnage at 
i;»-nse. with less origi- 
than any other 


rke _*• etc - - r.jrr.i'l for Ephriam 

9ue w (U.-ac M h Shay was a lSth-Cen- 
tjry Ws-A^ab i.nteman who sought bet- 
W way* of getting timber out of the woods 
t he uiv rated and built the loco- 
y.n hu name. His crude pro- 
i «o well at his own operations 
as plan-, and patents to the Lima 
d Utne-oh • Machine Works of Lima, 


• jzi-At that company to make such loco- 
mtti • f» wrteapreod use in the timbering 


timbering 


y i its*: was fortunate for the Lima Ma- 
»«r*.i The company made the first 
■ I<Tt for the J Alley Co. of Michigan. 
Lftey machine was narrow-gauge, but as 
ad for the Shay* increased. Lima made 
ter and better By 1900, Lima had quit 
nachine production and was concen- 
i locomotives Tlie company changed 
awe to Lima Locomotive Works, Inc. 
iu made conventional locomotives as 
m tit* Msav. iru ceasing work in the for- 
the lumtxr wig-industry demand 
miaH i «iw Lima produced iu 
2.7*1* in SMV 

wgm* nad competitors built on 
i d [« iru iplm Tlie major ones 


were the Heisler and the Climax. 

The last Heislei . a locomotive invenlcd by a 
Cornell engineer named Charles Heisler. was 
manufactured in 1941 and Climax went out 

of business in 1929. 

The Shay and its imitators differed from con¬ 
ventional steam locomotives in tlial they were 
designed to haul heavy loads on steep grades 
Called -geared ' engines, as opposed to gen¬ 
eral-purpose. mainline locomotives which 
used connecting rods from drive wheels to 
pistons, the Shay had a number oi small 
wheels which afforded great traction because 
each was a driving wheel. 

On main-line engines, tlie number of drive 
wheels varied, but they were relatively large 
in diameter, heavy, and demanded smooth 
track which in turn required constant mainte¬ 
nance. Additional small wheels on the big 
steamers held up weight and served as rail 
guides, but otherwise were functionless. 

Not so on the Shay. The wheel sets (called 
‘‘trucks’’) under both locomotive and tender 
are connected to steam cylinders transmitting 
power through a crankshaft and flexible coup¬ 
lings. Every wheel does work. 

The Shay is easv to get around curves, is 
easy on track, and can adapt to rough road¬ 
beds that would stall or wreck conventional lo¬ 
comotives The Shay is slow, but it could pull 
tons of logs up a grade three limes as steep as 
a rod-engine locomotive could ascend and safe¬ 
ly gel the same tonnage down the steep giadt 
on the other side •»( tlie hill 

T tstr. h, '.hi; iffssstss 

no niche they could HU «utd manufacture 

^According to John P Killoran of the 
portineut of Natural Resource*, who has made 


himself an authority in such matters (and who 
furnished the technical data (or this article), 
the last three geared locomotives ever buiti 
spent their entire work careers in West Vir¬ 
ginia, and ail three still exist. 

They are nol now. however, in the Mountain 
Slate. One, a Shay that was operated by (he 
Western Maryland on a sleep coal-haul m 
Tucker County, is now displayed at the Balti¬ 
more and Ohio Railroad’s Transportation Mu¬ 
seum in Baltimore, Md. 

The last Climax to be manufactured now 
hauls passengers on the Carroll Park and 
Western tourist railroad at Bloomsburg, Pa It 
was an iron-horse work horse for the Elk 
River Coal and Lumber Co. out of Swandale. 
Clay County. 

The last Heisler locomotive ever built is 
now on display in the public park of Washing¬ 
ton, N. C., Charles Heisler’s hometown, but it 
spent its working career as No. 6 of the Mid¬ 
dle Fork Railroad at Ellamjre, in Randolph 
County. 

Of the four Shays at Cass, numbers f. and 
1 were built in 1905, No 7 was built in 1920. 
and No. 4 in 1923. Tlie Lima locomotive 
Works, merged with the huge Baldwin Loco¬ 
motive Works of Philadelphia in 1950. not only 
has quit making Shays, but no longer builds 
locomotives of any kind. 

Lima now builds power shovels an adjust¬ 
ment to markel conditions which are .. rUlec- 
llon of the changed manner ui when man. 
men wrest a livelihood from their cnwion- 

m The few operating Shays which yet ', v .‘I 

Cass and elsewhere carry not on.- ' •_ 

passengers. For old 'W**™*'^"* ", , 


they also carry endless vivid men 
vanished pasL 
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Some of passengers snooied during 
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it waits to take passengers 


:lobs, seems right at home 


A fleet of antique 


Scenic Railroad is rolling again. 

by william c. blizzard 


'After a successful first season, 











IRA didn't walk up to him with 
hilI hae (or “poke," which is perlectij 
West Virginian), and say, ‘ ,D ® n ‘ *P e P 
I n one place." He must work with m- 
i funds procured as he may procure 
miaranlced bv the federal grant. 


Of SIUOM UU.c 

have espressed 
interest' in making a new cave aj^ngwhfcl. 
would be easily accessible to tounsts. 

The future of Cass looks bright, despite pre- 

Ti’JJVffiS"SSU-. ~ 

slogan to Cass, free of charge. 




aat not tc the SB «* jeopardizing ou.c, 
■auru a order to pour money into Cass. 
Bur the fighs for the old railroad became 
TMJtt cetaBre with sever a! newspapers and 
cnlaeon aod ilVOMO 'later boosted lo II8C - 
•l was appropriated by the legislature lo 
tj and refurbish the railroad and certain 

fjmuu gn work was done so that the Cass 
renjc Railroad opened for business under 
ate * laptops on June IS, 1M3. During 1963, 
* railroad, with an 16-mite round trip, had 
v : pay®* rammers during 73 day* of 






































Passenger* re*» at the top before trip down the mountain. 


md cinders, Shay engine pushes cars up steep grade. 


« SOUTH CHARLESTON 

Your choice of two 
liandiome bonut gift* 
for taving el 

dollar savings 
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The Complete Truth Back of the Proposal to Buy the Cass Railroad summary wss^fl^eented a= 

compact 1:1(1 Present were - tWe business, offered soon. (These men were I Lumber Co. Railroad, its roll- cov^rnm^nt ^ 

•• • feasibditv :>r,sessional and political lead- Eligible for unemployment bene-1 ing stock, and other necessary; .. . ® 

- j • setting into ers of the area. fits from July 1960 to January equipments develop this most mendation 8 

was out- irrmnpt ,., t 1h ,__ • 1961 at which time these bene- unique and rare railroad as an Th comm - lttee h 

' - ' nultn’T^V^b «■ expired.) (operating tounst t ettggkj far 

Ted Riffe. It appears herewith: „ , Cl . twp r a « Planningremittee of peopie that 1vould ** 

■ /' . T-& -, Xt tht ; U r 0f S 0Sing 0f the OP ° S wiSeheartedly^sifpport'r'^the ^\° y \ be ^railroad Lorn 

rdbviDbnnS only industry in Cass approxi- K is therefore, with the above resolution b y the Joint Com- a ,Sction so 

. . j J pIjnn,nt mately 165 men were affected, situation in mind that the com- m m ee on Government and Fi- 50 


r iannm * 16p men were affected, situation in mind that the com- mLttee on Government and Fi- oZds etcTbuthas con 

Some of these men were mobile milt ee offers a definite and| nance as an instrument which ' 3 - 0 nw with tte di-l 

- Chif enough to find employment in sound proposal to the State of could aUev late the unemploy- 'lov-ient to be orov-dei 

Natnnal other communities and other West Virginia to alleviate this ' nt situation in the area, and l p ‘,f‘„ ‘ J" 


S- National other communities and other West Virginia to alleviate this ment situation in the area, and fL.f ™ rsonne \, 

. Observatory states. The majority, however, situ ation. emphasizes the soundness of « PT , 

ark were not blessed with the nec- T 'thp investment in such a ven-i There currently se . 

Kane Jr. Treasurer, essary skills and trades to find In November 1960 the Joint Jhe:mve stmem in , confusion as to 

ham other employment, and today Committee on Government and ture to me^ - and relative merit of 

jong Mavor of the some 80 of these men, repre- Finance, by resolution, recom- T he railroad and rolling stock posed pu ^" e ° { 

senting approximately MO de- mended to the owned by the Midwest “v^Vp 

Arl> _j-‘ Assistant pendents, (wives and children) ship of the 1961 W.V '■ Leg' 5 1 R h Sleel company of J 


K Arbogast. Assistant; pendents, (wives and children) ship of the i9bi w. va ) steel company of tSion'for touxirts 

ntenden: of Pocahontas face utter destitution unless | tourt. that u Xs?^ MowS Chariiston, Wwt Virginia. fraction for tourists, 
some form of employment is'Virginia purchase the mo Thfi amount 0 f railroad m- 


- ... some form of employment is ■ Virginia Tbe amount of railroad in- 

_____I volved is approximately 8 miles, 1 ron9 *^° 

If We Don't Watch They’ll Steal Our Centennial uf2 e tt f The 0 vniage'"square a at '’5miri»Si * a c ™ ssta | . 

3, IlnourSlate (second U, number Fron, [ Royad. And 

we r e m °vlctor f . MT. ■» more MS 1*^3^ 

*+cr*Mr,r, t movement — and ious. Sometimes (as in the Bat- spectable. * * * * t o[ Ba i d Knob, but these rails {ormal discussior 

• it the Commonwealth of tie of Droop Mountain and the ’ 1 have been sold as scrap. The presenl owners of 

t rg it 3 She had had too strong Battle of Sinking Creek, near One advantage ot study g bed< however, is still in- - and right-of-way.' 

;■ harm n the creation of this Lewisburg), far inferior Feder- history at West Virginia Lniver- ^ and new ra ii s could be ment costs a re m 

-r or; to want to destroy al forces, numerically, defeated sity in our day was that we weie Jajd - n order t0 get the full menl figure whict 

• the Virginia Assem- the Confederates ingloriously. subjected to all shades ol Uui eff{jct of lhe en gine traveling fident would be 

t:-. vot- d aga.nst ^cession, with That belied the old Southern War viewpoints. One of the tQ {he top 0 f Bald Knob. Bald . dev elop the rail: 

• .• ,i.; - Wr-t of the view that Confederates were su- finest Southern gentlemen and Knob is the second highest. ou tsta n ding aitrac 

now West Virgin- perior people, man lor man. scholars we ever knew was the . t jn West Virginia (4.852 jsts . A ny impro- 
. f, r t(li(lf , th( . lmt r a . • * * * late Dr. Oliver P. Chitwood, who , and the railroad is higher howe ver. are subj 

The first land battle of the was an unreconstructed Rebel of lhan anv other railroad east of al judgment depe 
entire Civil War was fought at the old school. ^ ,he Rockies). ^rrylhe^deveiopn 

The tiates which had alroaHv Philippi, and this writer will bet * . 5, instance, a 

.knew their cause 10-to-l that the State gets euch- Dr. Chitwood scorned use of what to Boy H. for tort ^ ^ 

v null] not Stand a chance of red ou ' of its rightful publicity the term “Civil VVar ft a* 1 - » e d by The Midwest 1 lhose 3t oilier 

• rl'- Jitho^V.rrnnia ThS again on this score. (That belies insisted it was the War Be- .Also ^ a Co .; are two Shay ^ t0 be erectec 

HAD tu have Virginia So they lhe Southern view that "only tween the StatM, .^the emp ^ f ocomot i V cs. both of which w , ou/d be ml,ch h 

•ent dozens of tannin t„ huh- * f,-w minor border skirmishes sis bemgjm St atej Jf^ i( ...„ f , ?1 |_ 3r j! jmJ model s. One ^ was pu^ However. 
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flic Complete Truth Back of the Proposal to Buy the Cass Railroad SmSW ^j^pggttw.« 

(s^.t mv-'- compart and Present were' t'tie business, offered soon. (These men were Lumber Co. Railroad, ite roll Government and ^ recom- 
*** — •; the feasibility professional and political lead- eligible for unemployment bene- ing stock, and other ne • preparing 

, - .ev.me into ers of the area. fits from July i960 to January equipment.^ develop this most mendation. mad e n0 

1961 at which time these bene- ! unique and rare railroad as an Thc committee bas i 

1 fits expired) operating tourist attraction for aUem pt to proiect tnc n I 

' fltS eXP " ’ the State of West Virginia L f people that would be m f 

Prooosal to State The Cass Planning Committee (pi oye d indirectly ” “ . a 

Proposal to state wholehearte dly supports the P o! the railroad Hecommg » 

s therefore, with the above | reso lution by the Joint Com-1 t our i s t attraction l- nrerne d 

• I situation in mind that the com- m i t t e e on Government and Fi- sbo ps, etc.), but has con 

Imittee offers a definite and nance as a n instrument Which lUeU only with the direct ei 

1 sound proposal to the State of cou i d alleviate the unemploy-, payment to he provided, P»- 

‘ West Virginia to alleviate this menl s i lua tion in the area, and rallng personnel). 

• I situation. emphasizes the soundness ol There currently seems to be 

1 T xt iqfift the Toint >he investment in such a ven- confusion as to the cost 

I in November I960 the Joint ^ tQ lhe Slate . 1 relative merit of the pu> 

■ Committee on Government and Pres ent Owners 'sed purchase of thc Mower 

. Finance, by resoiution. recom The railroad and rolling stock \? u “ be j company railroad at 
.mended to thei fuU member-1 ; J ne owne(1 by lhe Midwest ^ V a . as a possible at- 
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ers of the area 
business was out- fhe important thing in a 
I tt » aweLfig in Mar.mion nutsheU was a report given by 
Ted Riffe. It appears herewith: 
, a meeting which was at- ,.\t the time of closing of the 
,4 by the editor of this on iy industry in Cass approxi- 
r. >ii called by a planning mately 165 men were affected 
jj;tee including: Some of these men were mobile 

. R/'t. Chairman. Chief enough to find employment i 
, JS ’. "of the National i other communities and othei 
, \ctronomv Observatory states. The majority, however, 
•erbank: were not blessed with the nec- 

u Kane Jr. Treasurer, Iessary skills and trades to find 
l other employment, and today 
r- V,Mavor of the some 80 of these men, repre¬ 
senting approximately 240 de- 


r of the some 80 of these men, repre- Finance, by The railroad and rolling stock\P ^ b Company railroad at 

isenting approximately 240 de- mended to the full 1 are owned by the Midwest 1 ^ w Va as a possible at- 

Assistant pendents, (wives and children) snip of the K • • & Raleigh Steel Company of lracllon { or tourists, 

r intpr destitution unless lature, that the State ol \v rwieston. West Virginia. 


' Arboeast. Assistant pendents, (wives and children) snip of the 1 • Wesl Raleigh c - :' 

cr ov-dent *of Pocahontas face utter destitution unless lature, that t Mower Charleston, West Virginia. 

'“f"' some form of employment is Virginia purchas - The amoun t 0 f railroad in-1 Wrong Report* 

90**- J, __._— v olved is approximately 8 miles 1 ” lbe 

If We Don’t Watch They'll Steal Our Centennial 

(From page 3) | in our State (second in number Front^Royal.^An point about! W* from the inaccurate u attached Hjsc 


swld join her But one import- 
CTt state WOULD NOT join the 
«ce«!oni£t movement — and 
hat was the Commonwealth of 
.’irgmii She had had too strong 
t hand in the creation of this 
•o want to destroy 
: TWICE the Virginia Assem- 


‘ time on Leatherbark creex iu a newspapers nave ' 

in our State (second in number Front uoyai. -" , nt abou t 1 1-2 miles from the inaccu rate as the attached basic 

only to Virginia). In most of QuantreU appears on ^ Rnob nul- . inves tmcnt detail will show 

these the Federate were victor- he becomes a little more P actually g0 lo the top ; These costs are based on - 

these tne r I spectable. | 0 °Bald Knob, but these rails i formal discussions with i(he 

* , have been sold as scrap. The . resen t owners ol the railroad 

One advantage of studying however, is still in- and right-of-way The improve- 

history at West Virginia L mver- and new rails could be i ment c08 ts are merely a judg. 

sity in our day was that we were ^ order to get the full men t figure which wc are C 

subjected to all shades of Civil lhe engin e traveling I fldent would be sufficient to 

War viewpoints. One of the lbe l0 p 0 f Bald Knob. Bald deve i 0 p thc railioa 

finest Southern gentlemen and ^ is lhe second highest outstanding aUmnon ^ 
scholars we ever knew was the i t in west Virginia <4.8o2 isls . Any impr °^, ri oer5on . 
late Dr. Oliver P. Chitwood who p and lhe railroad is higher however. ™ “JjjStag how 
was an unreconstructed Rebel of lhan any oth er railroad east ol { to 

the old school. lhe Rockies). fa^o the dev elopment program^ 

Dr. Chitwood scorned use of What to Buy If. &r ““i^BlV-kwater Fall* 


ious. Sometimes (as in the Bat¬ 
tle of Droop Mountain and the 
Battle of Sinking Creek, near 
Lcwisburg). far inferior Feder¬ 
al forces, numerically, defeated 
WICE the Virginia Assent- the Confederates ‘“Slpriously. 
ioted against secession, with | That belied the old Southern 
fates from West of the j view that Confederates were su- 
Wpci Virtfin- oerior people, man for man. 


__ . :es from west oi tne i -1 

tlleghen.es (now West Virgin- perior people, man for man. 

n firmly holding the line a- * * , . ... . fVl „ 

ajnsl j. i The first land battle of the 

..... | entire Civil War was fought at 

The -ales which had already 1 Dr. Chitwood scorned uWP wha t to Buy u. ‘ on V at B lackwa ter Fans 

) knew their cause) ^ ^ Qf Us rightfu i publicity the term “CivU War” at aR- Qwned by T he Midwest of those al other Stow P«J*. 
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1 THe Complete Truth Back of the Proposal to Buy the Cass' Railroad 


y. mrat and all those concerned 
, »tl! jca:n. both financially and 
„ m the vrlf-satisfaction that gen- 
, «■-.»:;> accompanies thfs type of 

The question which seems to 
',»• most prominent in the minds 
of those directly or indirectly 
1 interested in this project is the 
■' value of the railroad to the 

COST OF FIRST 
SUMMER 

Personnel 
Y Per Week 

j !— Engineer-$ 84.00 

| !— Fireman- 72-80 

1 i—Brakeman - 67.20 

r !—Conductor- 67 ^5 

t 1 —Laborers 1- 257.60 

, j_Clerk _ 40.00 

1—Supervisor- 10000 

_ $688.80 

’ Coal 1 24 1-2 tons at 8.00) 196.00 
\ Material and Supplies and 

, Minor Repairs- 200 00 

i Insurance- 39.20 

‘ Food_ 130 00 

(] TOTAL $1,254.00 

‘ e Less: Income 

... 70 persons per day @ $3.00 

per person _ 1.470.00 

NET $ 216.00 


In lliy ^Inched summary of j Estimated Basic Investment Coat Of Railroad at Caw 

operating Tricorne and costs for £ osl 0 ( railroad and necessary rolling stock, including 

» i™ Ur—«tr • — « 4fW 

of 70 persons per day. This motives and 8 Itet-cars (plus stock and parts)-$100,000.00 

average was based on the re- Cost of 8 miles of right-of-way and approximately 

corded numbers of persons who 200 acres of land on Bald Knob- 25,000.00 

visited the Astronomy Center improvements of railroad and rolling stock- 80,000.00 VI 

at Green Bank in the months 1 Bald _ 25,000.00 P j 

jOlher Improve™,,, «ZZ ■ 

" improvements? *. | 

include groups who made ar- , {The improvements' enumerated above should employ 
range'ments for tours in ad- I 65-70 men for a full 52 weeks). 

vance, but are merely people ( _ _ jjmrr .... 

who passed through the area .. J ' . 

and decided to stop. Further,' llon to the state, thereby requir- - average of 70 passengers per 

SAP. 43ASST.S Ear* ISSWM 

s nrSf! 

ume of visitors coming into the j ^equate c ^ opera- probable costs of repairs if the 

area if a promotional effort m s PP *u; s : s no t as railroad is initially put in good 

relation^o the railroad ^ at- | may se^m as tSe .working ^ndition «owever^^ve 

tract the tourist was under- importan . k would 1 believe the estimate of 70 pass 

take®? 1 We believe the answer ^^i^first^class^operation lengers pet day is^ltw^and^any 
“SVeSng cos,, for -^ ese tte ^.ev e.ue 

saw s t^r lera for 'W % clear 
kps a s.pSLa rsrss 

ment. These costs have been P Qn per engine mile, proponents of thi^ P) , T 

i converted to_ a 7-day work week ^ P. g pro b a bly. high but an not advocate it P worlh . 

> (56 hours) “, d “”, a ,5u»ertence tatlng' wUl have to the,'»P'm« »| »‘“f * 


• present owners. The value to 
t the owners, howev.er, is not 
s directly in proportion to the 
c value the railroad would be to 
I. the state and its development! 
k program, and we believe the j 
d altached summary of initial I 
ie costs would certainly give the 
owners a fair return on their 
• investment, apd Its value to the 
rliite, at these suggested costs, 
ub- cannot be measured in cold 
is dollars and cents only, 
r ” But what should also be con- 


ii-sa. 

























a iwt 00 | t quite obvlnu*. 

- <ml | ,„• opvrttiiiift com-. 
200 00 drat summer of ope 
30 20 outlined c»U» for ten 
130 00 personnel at the K n 
<1 2M 00 rates for this type " 
ment These costs li 
v . $:» 00 converted to a V clay ' 

1470 00 v 56 hours! and bast 
$ 216.00 initial summer's oper, 
weeks (April through 
^ however, a ski slot 
he value to t ^ e winter months v, 
ver is not , additional revenues 
•t,on to the responding additiona 
would be to Each engine trip » 
development Bald Knob requires 
believe the 0 f c oal at an estir 
v oi initial purchase price ot 


action is taken, and tasen 
' quickly the state will no longer 
have such an attraction avail¬ 
able to it, whereas other na¬ 
tural attractions can be deferred 
without a loss in either direct 
value or potential. 


The income is 


JACQUELINE 

The Morning 






JACQUELINE REED 

Zhe Morning Side 
':m, of the 


***' '"f . . rv S’jtr o' Wort Virginia 

■in to a at ttr disposal In the area { 

of the Cats railroad the herit- 
! T, V * ‘ v which have been the trade- j 

. . , 4r < —i: West Virginia in the, 

and also those that are | 

Z* _ paving aa important part in 

V , . .* xe future of the state. The 
, r, ■ *:.-. ;•_-*—art liW 

' . ' ■ ' .i - ft! steam locomotive lum- 

' ’ J. r.i; up the tide of-a*' moun- 

^ ; u a peak k unequalled in 
b\ any railroad in the 

L. r J.-1&I2 .L'-ited.SufeE^nd just 

-• fl’. e miles* -"From the 
*■ / , ... starting point of the railroad is 

_ '■ our heritage of the future— 

\ -he National Radio Astronomy 

* 1/ Observatory at Green Bank, and 

. .j onlv forty-five miles away the 
r * Naval Research Observatory at 

.. . . Sugar Grove. Both these in- 
\ stitutions are so aware of the 
t or responsibilities they have to the 
visitor that each is planning 
. . . . . reception centers to accommo- 

■ but you don't mein in an elevator and the 
a h:,- ; l.ke Jack other for Pontiacs where the 
that cheap stuff two power shovels have a dis- 
puii ut of the cussion of the car’s fine points, 
gut- v arrive. Most TV commercials are dull 

• . and insane, apparently aimed 

Commercials at a three-year-old mind, judg- 

ndier’s nomination ing from tfce reaction of our 
erest of the 'new Betsy. But the two we have 
rnmercials goes to mentioned might even sell chow 
Chung King chow mein and Pontiacs. 


Only 140 Books Left 
y Bookshop, Richwood, W. Va. 







i Tourist's Prevue of a Cass Railroad Ride 

- 6 L U _Rv Ivan N. Hunler 


By Ivan N. Hunler prime in the early day 

.. i the present century. 

Last ^mmer after we hiked u haver l re 

up Hills Creek near Hillsboro Wesl Virginia HiUbill 

in Pocahontas County and took, not w thal , 

iome fine shots of the Fall*. , Baum a rail {an {rorn P 
we thought that we had seen van j a came d own to in 
the ultimate point of interest in Ca rtol and ta i ke d to t 
that section of West Virginia. makers during the spe* 
But, how wrong we were. sion w jth such convincii 

Just this past weekend, we manship lhat lhe men 
returned to Pocahontas Count} taB ^ n g p 0 Rtics long ei 
and found another amazing set up a S p ec i a \ subc 
facet of interest in this unique lQ investigate the pros 
county. of his idea of buying 

The day that we found an- road {or a l0U rist attr 
other exciting chapter J&J£^+ 0 f the last steam i 
story of' Pocahontas County was Ea$l q{ the Rockies. 

—• s> 

hm” d to <1 p"'ch on The s „bcomrm«« 

Let! Train from C... 

\ r a%Se"« lt ^rls5 e « 

; he ta L a r ide on a mountain a rail buffs 

ssSSSSiSs? 


o* A* 




U» CK««l — Wtif Virginia'* Mo%» T*IW*d About Troin 


Baum Writes Again about Cass Train 


It CM 

MCN 




so tint a 
Ltfu4 aaljf 
rent bank’ 

Uj 


r»cW«-<! ar* a group of picture* 1 took 
|rtp Sjtnrdiy aboard the • Legislature 
v 4 }•:<*** return then* with the rest 

Hjy? u**d them 
t( proposal with the 1 
ifciQMftl the wrot« on Sunday, October 
** ,T m ;nA> t>c interested In 
■mt* mlocmattr^ of this sort of thing to use 
is i^ur o**^paper promotion. 

If to. my offer still stands of taking 
wm afffWH* the two tourist railroads in Penn* 
one the East Broad Top. which 
■MUd up this August, was in constant com- 
mu&rfat.on ar.d madr i;.m> ’i.:* ' ' rwe ^* 
,* .... North C»r dina And the operator of the 
VKX delved into all the facets of the Tueetsie 

Mm -»f ' "" rA "t ebt 

tnmmjUUu with Mr. Wilburn of the EBT 


that 1 found out my info on the Twee 

l was probably instrumental h*re 
several years ago in helping to get the 
started.<Vith subsequent trips with the 
from the Tweetsie 
from the EBT at cost. I think the idea • 
blossomed and then trips and discussions v 
the Tweetsie man finalized the deci>-^- 
Mr Wilburn to convince the owners 
railroad, Kovalchick Salvage concern • 
Pittsburgh, to follow through with ^ 

Mr Wilburn was up until the line was offi. 

abandoned (track was never torn up than 
and still is the Operating Vice-Presiaen 
should go on a Sat. or Sun. and next wees 
first weekend in November) to th.> en^or 
vear. You can also compare the mult._.^ 
vantages the Cass outfit has over the EBT .. 

(Turn to Page 8) 









The WEST VIRGINIA 
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W«*» Virgin!*** Motl Talked About Train 


fy aft 

MU* 

dim< r 

h*' I 

I only 
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Baum Writes Again about Cass Train 


a nr j group of pictures I took 
m n* wvp S»t»r4>t aboard the "Legislature 
• i fr* return there with the rest 

If !!* propoMl with the legislature 

Mb through <be wrote on Sunday. October 
Jt> tod a y you may be interested in getting 
■nr* sformaLon of Hus sort of thing to use 

i* ywof nennfuper promotion. 

If to my offer still stands of taking 

poo areo^S fbe two tourist railroads in Penn- 
ty.rxr * One. the East Broad Top, which 
ppgacd up this August, was in constant com- 
muL/i!. j%, and made many trips to the Tweet- 
:>r w North Carolina And the operator of the 
UfT delved into all the facets of the Tweetsie 
i.r i : t vurtir.g hi* own operation. And it is 
txmk n.) Liki Mr. Wilburn of the EBT 


that I found out my info on the Tweetsie. 

I was probably instrumental here 
several years ago in helping to get the idea 
started.<Vith subsequent trips with the maa 
from the Tweetsie to purchase equiph. 
from the EBT at cost, I think the idea fins', 
blossomed and then trips and discussions wi - 
the Tweetsie man finalized the decision o: 
Mr. Wilburn to convince the owners of t 
railroad, Kovalchick Salvage concern ne 
Pittsburgh, to follow through with the id". 
Mr. Wilburn was up until the line was officially 
abandoned (track was never torn up thorn: 
and vStill is the Operating Vice-President. ' — 
should go on a Sat. or Sun..and next week the 
first weekend in November) is the end for t.».e 
year. You can also compare the multitude ad¬ 
vantages the Cassoutfit has over the EBT and 
(Turn to Page 8) 







Let's Save the Railroad! 


RUSSELL BAUM MAKES PLEA 
FOR "EASTERN" PRESERVATION 


NOVEMBER U, 


Tfce railroaders call IhU 
lag- and the old coal-b n 
«re rla.m* tip Cheat. 


Old No. 4 grU shitted. This is up 
n the mountains six miles above 


From Page 1 

the Strasburg. There is not even a close com¬ 
parison on this score. Tne negative point, of 
course, is location. But I'd like Mr Wilburn 
to tell you about the amount or lack of I 
should say, local trade. It's mostly long dis¬ 
tance traffic. The EBT is located at Orbison- 
ia. Pa., and the Strasburg at Strasburg. If you 
fly I’d be willing to meet you at Harrisburg 
and if you drive, either in Sunbury or Orbis- 
uuia. 

I think one of the grea^ appeals in any 
newspaper drive is partly sentimental 1 talk¬ 
ed about it on our trip. I avoided it during 
the legislature talk on purpose. But to reiter¬ 
ate the appeal to me is this. Whereas we ve 
set aside Mountain tops, forests galore, 
streams and valleys, rocks and monuments 
as national and state parks - very little has 
been done to preserve the most cherished her¬ 
itage of all — our human heritage. 

And where is the preponderance of hu¬ 
man heritage? It’s in the East. The Pennsy- 
vania Grand Canyon tries to emulate the 
Grand Canyon of the Colorado. The Great 
Smokies and the Hills of West Virginia ^ry 
to be eastern pretenders to the Rockies. Bu 
no matter how hard we try the Monongahela 
National Forest will never compare with the 
forest of Sequoia National Park with its tow¬ 
ering 300 foot giants up to 40 feet in diam¬ 
eter. 

Want to Be Something Else 

There is no tree in the Allegheny for¬ 
est that would give 700.000 board feet of 
lumber. There is no canyon in the East jurt 
like Y osemite—Tallulah Gorge * ?«orgta 
comes closest. 3000 miles behind And l ^re 
ls no all around park like Yellowstone And 
there is no grandeur in the world quite like 
looking at Mount McKinley (called Mt. Denali 


the cost of salvage rail at about $1.50 to $2.00 
per foot. And the more «©f these places we 
add. the more attractive a travel package the 
East will be — or for that matter keeping a 
perpetual West bound tourist East (like me). 

Let's Preserve the East 
As an aside — if at this time 1 could 
land an attractive job in the West I’d do so. 

1 love to travel — and that is becoming the 
American pastime-and will continue to do so 
And with places like the proposed Cass layout 
I’ll have no need to be out West to be steeped 
in the beauty of America. I’ll be able to do it 
at home. And yes, we do have some of these 
things here, such as Williamsburg. Hopewell 
Furnace (an iron furnace Natl Park in Pa.) 
along with scores of military parks like Get- 
tysburg, which memorialize and perpetuate 
wounds of the past with hunks of stone strewn 
over the landscape. 

Let’s face it: We’ve come short of pre¬ 
serving the glory of our East At Cass we can 
combine the serene beauty of the East in to 
finest with the transportation mode-that made 
America — the Railroad. 

And showing steam in its finest hou [’ 
a symbol of a passing century of tradition, is 
a nostalgic item that will live in the hearts 
of men for time to come: the personal and 
romantic throbbing of a steam engine along 
with its plaintive wail! 

What American father will not fail to 
rationalize some reason to take his son for a 
[a* look and a return look for ^ ^ 
You talked on th€ Paui Buny.n 
lixing on the Cowboy.^ ^ no , col¬ 

and the Lumberjacks. We * ^ , And who 
orful? Who d ^ n t ,^ ”Trugged !um- 
doesn’t thrill to the thou** « • *~ rtson . 

ant tones — Tinmen 


These picture* were made by 
„r and Mrs. Wm. E- 
,,f Arlln*t»n. 

lover* who come, or did c "f’ lh( . 

West Virginia to 

altar of the great got Steam. 

Is No. 4 Shay at a Cheat 




__ “Tinmen ; How 
tVirmish an honest to goodness saw 







hu- 

, I,., , n ,!„. Kast. The Ponnsyt- 
m * n t'raml Canyon trlon lo cinulato the 
(Jrand Canyon of the Colorado. The Grcnl 
Smokie* and the Hills of West Virginia ry 
bo eastern pretenders lo the Rockies. But 
no matter how hard we try the MonongaheU. 
\atlonal Forest will never compare with the 
^t of Sequoia National Park with its low- 
ermg 300 foot giants up to 40 feet in diam¬ 
eter. 

Want to Bo Something Else 

There is no tree in the Allegheny for¬ 
est that would give 700.000 board feet of 
lumber. There is no canyon in the East quite 
like Yosemite—Tallulah Gorge in Georgia 
comes closest. 3000 miles behind. And there 

riet from base level and 20.300 feet from sea 
level. Watching it as I did, from Where I work¬ 
ed 150 air miles away at dusk was an awe 
inspiring sight I can never forget And with 
the help o£ two large photo murals I took, 
never shall. ‘ 

■ Can the East top that? Yes, K can. Not 
bv trying to match that which makes the 
West great, not by matching mountain peak 
for mountain peak; but by preserving that 
which made America great, by preserving 
that which the East in our history books is 
noted for—its human heritage. 

True we have beautiful forests and hills 
in the East with a certain unusual sylvan beau¬ 
ty to set them apart from those of the West but 
it’s not a dynamic beauty as with the Wes . 
And it’s not going to draw people from the 
Midwest East when it’s just about as easy 
for them to travel West. But Its a combina¬ 
tion of our pastoral beauty combined with the 
dynamism of our rich human heritage that 

will draw people to the East. Why d p P 

totidrr. children. WUI p K_ licten tO peo- 

now. Bui there go to Europe? Certainly not to listen v 

d»y whm won't. * k a language they can’t understand 

- W ” 1 - VU “" U ' scener/w/can surpass several1 

over in our own backyard. Nor for the p- 
portunity of spending the s ^°° r ““ n ' E „ rop e 
plane fare. It’s the human heritage 
—the museums colosseums, pyramids 1 
neonle there. One note-a local friend of mine 


nerving live glory of our Knot. At Cass we can 
combine the serene beauty of the East in Its 
finest with the transportation mode-that made 
America — the Railroad. 

And showing steam in its finest hour, 
a symbol of a passing century of tradition, is 
a nostalgic item that will live In the hearts 


n nostalgic Item that Will live in tne nearis These pictures were made, by 
a nostalgic I nersonal and Mr. and Mr*. Wm. E. Barrett. Jr. 

of men for time to come, the personal anu of ArUn|(Mm virgin!*, two tram 


of men lor um* to - 

romantic throbbing of a steam engine along 
with its plaintive wail! 

What American father will not fail to 
rationalize some reason to take his son for a 
last look and a return look for that matter? 

You talked on the trip about the West capita¬ 
lizing on the Cowboy. How about Paui Bunyan 
and the Lumberjacks? Were they not as col¬ 
orful’ Who doesn't use lumber? And who 
doesn’t thrill to the thought of a rugged lum¬ 
berjack deep in the woods calling out in reson¬ 
ant* tones L • Tlmberr'"’ How many people 

have gone through an honest to goodness saw 

ml Last year in Longview, Washington, 1 
went through the Weyerhauser Mill. There 
were 25 in our party. Tours were hourly every 
,day of the week. Absurd? No! In a large cen- 


lovers who come, or did come, < 
West Virginia to worship at the 
altar of the great god Steam. This 
is No. 4 Shay at a Cheat water 
stop. 


Thb mill was built in 1921. re- 
ciicrr-g oat that burned. Hillbilly 
that f **u o 1 Ci mill shoutdn t 
( e that down the years It will 
pay the state a pretty penny as a 
Kiirr.ir of the past. A logger’s 
museum could be garnered here. 


,day of the week. Absurd: in<k BT “ v ~“ Last empties come from the 

ter of population-no. Just a pure genuine in- Cheat woods . if. the last a-- - * 
ter oi p f , Inmhpr nB. And sixty year span. West 


And sixty year" span^'west Virginia 
terest in our human heritage ‘ . add 16« to its unemployed, 

remember, this is just to see a mill operate. 

There’s no ride involved. No scenery to see- 

It’s not next to anything else of inten 
There’s no timbering to watch. Its just 
look at a saw mill. 

We Have So Much . . • 

My father-in-law travels East and hauls 
me around on jaunts for guess what - just 
to see the remains of old iron 
there are crowds at the developed places bk 
H»P*w*U Why- Y.» *»<•» * MI 

we have added at Cass p t0 ^ forgotten 
a cave; and of course t* Nall0 nal Radio 

heritage of our future-^ Na„ ^ 

^ r e O r^ere b r7G0?d Mine in Them Thar 
Hills and U’s not u» ^ roe , or 

And you can contln , wan , 

any possible ^ !he feeling that 

nothing more out of __ • an d the 


Clyde «*««"» 

,),« hill*. This <» 
at West Virgin* 








a log loader, children, 
know nw. But there 
a dar when too won’t. 
* ftate of West Virginia, 
ion amen, have the wis- 
'eaerre this rich heritage. 



level Watching It a* I did. from Wlicro 1 work¬ 
ed I Ml air mile* away at duak w«* an awn 
inspiring light I ran never forget. And with 
ihc help two large photo mural* 1 took, 1 

never ahall 

Can the East top that? Yes, It can. Not 
hv trying to match that which makes the 
West great, not by matching mountain peak 
for mountain peak; but by preserving that 
which made America great, by preserving 
that which the East in our history books is 
noted for—its human heritage. 

True we have beautiful forests and hills 
in the East with a certain unusual sylvan beau¬ 
ty to set them apart from those of the West, but 
it's not a dynamic beauty as with the West’. 
And it’s not going to draw people from the 
Midwest East when it’s just about as easy 
for them to travel West. But it’s a combina¬ 
tion of our pastoral beauty combined with the 
dynamism of our rich human heritage that 
will draw people to the East. Why do people 
go to Europe? Certainly not to listen to peo¬ 
ple speak a language they can’t understand 
or to see scenery we can surpass several times 
over in our own backyard. Nor for the op¬ 
portunity bf spending the $500 round-trip air¬ 
plane fare. It’s the human heritage in Europe • 
—the museums colosseums, pyramids, that take 
people there. One note—a local friend of mine 
in the junk business advises me that the max¬ 
imum the line should be worth is $7500 a 
mile delivered in Pittsburgh if the rail is re¬ 
saleable and $5000 if of only scrap value. Also 
he says that to lay track new would cost—la¬ 
bor $10 per foot and $2,000 for switches plus 


went through the Weyerhamer Mill. Therc 
were 25 In our party. Tours were hourly every 
day of the week. Absurd? No! In a large cen¬ 
ter of population—no. Just a pure genuine in¬ 
terest in our human heritage—lumbering. And 
remember, this is just to see a mill operate. 

There’s no ride involved. No scenery to see. 

It’s not next to anything else of interest. 

There’s no timbering to watch. It’s just to 
look at a saw mill. 

We Have So Much .. . 

My father-in-law travels East and hauls 
me around on jaunts for guess what — just 
to see the remains of old iron furnaces. And 
there are crowds at the developed places like 
Hopewell. Why? You know why. And yet 
there’s nothing operating at these places. All 
there is are guides, pamphlets and restored 
and reconstructed remains. So, plus these 
three vitally interesting facets of our heritage fromthe 
we have added at Cass a perennial favorite— •' « of West Virginia’* giorioa* 

a cave; and of course the not to be forgotten p “ !l, ‘ 
heritage of our future—the National Radio 
Astronomy Observatory at Green Bank. Be¬ 
lieve me there’s a Gold Mine in Them Thar 
Hills and it’s not in California. 

And you can continue to ask me for 
any possible further help I may give. I want 
nothing more out of it than the feeling that 
I’ve done something for a good cause* and the 
self-satisfaction that that gives and the know¬ 
ledge that future generations and myself will 
have places to go in the East in quest for rich 
vacation spots. 

Russ Baum 



Thr old choo-cboo comes to-* bit 
of land on the Jerri between the 
two ruitch-backs on the side of 
Old Cheat. 


People, who are deeply interested in thfe fate of the Cass railroad have been 
asking me if it is maybe possible to have a mass meeting somewhere in 
in the state. Any suggestions along this line from readers? 
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wiTh the old diamond 
slack steam locomotive capai 
of laboring up the scenic co 

plus Cass Cavern, ai 
tourist attractions. 


The underground water! 
said to be about iOO feet hi 
is within the cavern near 
railroad. 


THEY BEEN WORKIN' ON DE RAILROAD 
If West Virginia buys the railroad at Cass, and thus fills its coffers with to “ rl * 
dollars these men who met on the inspection trip two weeks ago. They are: (si ingl e 
right) J. C. Cruickshank, Jim Comstock, and Harry Pauley. Standing: Don n P* 

Riffe, Carl Frasure, Dick Bowman, P. F. Long, Robert Jacobson, A. . ee ' ;-I lUP - 

C. H. Koontz, Don Mower, Ward M. Dawson, Sr., Mr. Yoke, T. G. Matney, an 

bach. _1- 


Cass Train Report 

(From Paae 1) 

er,” is interested in buying the 
railroad if the state decides a- 
gainst making the P ur< **f®; 
His reported offer is about 
$75,009. 


\ ONLY RAILROAD 

NOT merging I 

Bet-'-e:' s' 5 - s ot ' * 

l«oi,U*}ve } 

W iestir.g senator* and * 


EE**? rj \ 

■ . P«ndl«an Courav 

highest point in the state. 
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DECEMBER 3, 1960 


tohr'j Speech 


C$ (hr anil enlerioa in deter 
nr.ng m hrttier no need more 
, aw n rT or not We shall talk 
atwnt the twproe—ttnl of ed 
, mtWMl qualitv. instead, or at 
T least in addition We shall try 
• „ week out »avs of identify 
_ , r .t and rewarding talent as 
i distinguished from mere time- 
L serving It's talent that we 
f want to get and don't want to 
f iow—let s put our money there 
. _»r ran always get warm bod- 
► ies to stand up in a classroom 
t and call the roll We shall vis- 
j it each others campuses and 
. -earn about each other’s prob- 
f Jems and strengths first hand 
| 1 get tired of hotels—but never 
; of campuses. We shall help each 
. other First we must sell, even 
. more than we have, the values 
of higher education to the peo¬ 
ple and their leaders—make 
, absolutely clear its indispensa- 
’ bility to the State, to the Na¬ 
tion and to youth in the second 
j half of the’ 20th century. We 
shall join in encouraging in- 
, creased corporate giving to 


The Latest Word on Cass £hoo Choo 


By Ivan N. Hunter of the Cass line but told the 

Just about everybody in West i committee that his department 
Virginia, and several other j would be glad to operate the 

states too, with a few' notable | scenic line if the legislature 

exceptions, has fallen in love followed the committee's ap- 

with the Cass Railroad. This j proval and “give us enough 

fact was brought out at the money to run it on". 

Legislative committee meeting Listing some of his object- 
held in Charleston Sunday, No- > lions to the project the Conser- 
vember 20. | ration Commissioner noted that 

A petition bearing the names the town of Cass was almost 
of 1500 Marshall College stu- inaccessable to concentrated l 
dents, along with numerous let- | tourist traffic. He also stated 


ters and wires, was read to the 
six man group before they unan¬ 
imously voted on co-chairman 
Harry Pauley's motion to recom¬ 
mend the purchase. 

The motion instructed Con¬ 
servation Director Warden M. 
Lane, to get in touch with the 
owmers of the railroad and roll- 


that the cost of acquiring and 
onerating the scenic shay line 
might prove prohibitive. 

Ted Rife, an employee of the 
radio-astronomy center 


be in business, at a fraction of 
the cost estimated by Director 
Lane. 

Even the amount of coal re¬ 
quired to climb Bald Knob fig¬ 
ured in the discussion. Warden 
Lane had earlier told the leg¬ 
islators that his department es¬ 
timated that it would, take ten 
tons of coal to make the steep 
ascent. 

Railfan Rife challenged thef 
tonnage figure and told the i’ 
members that it would only y 
take four tons to climb t h e 
mountain and “a half a ton to 
come down". 

We propose to hold a .pub- 


g to bring every 
graduate m Wesi 
organ town That' 


ges in this State— 
of the State— 
in draw on them 
dent* in our grad- 
'essional schools— 
all want better 
which to draw 


can get together 
v of each of our 

It would 


fact that their own education 
whether public or private, was 
heavily subsidized. Together we 
have avenues of approach to 
foundations, corporations, legis¬ 
latures. churches and individ¬ 
uals and groups of all kinds 
that we may not have sepa¬ 
rately or alone. 

We shall endeavor to explode 
the fallacies in the public mind 
such as that tax-assisted insti 
| lotions don’t need private sup 
port, that voluntary contribu 
tions to public institutions re 
duce contributions to other in 
stitutions, that private institu 
| lions can survive by just keep 
ing on raising tuition, that pri¬ 
vate institutions suffer unfair 


Green Bank, and an ardent I lie meeting somewhefe in the 
spokesman for advocates seek- .state, as suggested by the We3t 
ing to preserve the last steam j Virginia Hillbilly, to plan for 

___ mountain line in operation in i action to present our cause to 

ing stock and attempt to gel 1 the eastern United States, dis -1 the West Virginia Legislature- 

a reasonable price quoted for puted some of the-cost figures when it convenes in January", 

presentation to the full house quoted earlier in the hearing the astronomy center account- 

membership when they convene by Director Lane. ent announced at the meeting. 

;gher education and' in edu-1 in January for the 1961 ses- ' . Bluestnne Gorge and I “ Publ ‘ c noturo ° f the time and 

eating all our alumni to the sion. o™* £s have be'en in P lace be announced. Rife 

. During the Sunday meeting ; S m £ years and concluded._ 

Director Lane revealed some last another million". Rife EGAN WRO te HUMOROUSLY 
of the long range plans for ^ „ But lhe Cass Llne wiu Ep*HE CIVIL WAR 

tourist devdopment in West | be so(d for scrap unless some . ()f Uu , fcw humorous 

&££*£t£dSSVsS; if* artl °" ~°*' Rite »” toe 

cifically mentioned the Seneca Flying Dray a ■ 

Rocks area and the Bluestone Disputing the need of an ex- I written by Michael Egan ot 
Gorge as projects whose de-1 pensive lodge to house and feed Parkers burg in 1888. 
velopment should have higher tourists Rife explained that the PARENTS LIVED 

priority than the Cass scenic, state could purchase several TWAINS^ PAREMTS^iVBB 
Railroad. '' , ' 1 


old Pullman coaches and dining IN MASON COUNTY ' ^ 

Lane expressed only mild en- cars andjet^them^ffon a *d- 0 JeLveT^Mason ' County 


thusiasm for the development ing and the Cass F 


scholarships. We are about to 
set up a joint statistical service j 
and joint efforts in fund-rais¬ 
ing. We hope to work more 
closely together increasingly in 


Person to Person 


i competition from low fees m| close ‘y together increasingly in R. E. Mathews of Weston will at the iBiptot 1 !® ^ to , he 
tax assisted institutions. Ail or j l ^e highly important field of receive HiUbilly for the next area wh y Hillbilly 

sheer nonsense. Lei's ! adul1 education. a2 weeks with the Christmas |Mannauan ^ • - 








who Will bo neccisary to tike car* gr*at mandate and he is serving 

*wr.c of vuitors. by the divine nght of kings But 

buy That somebody Is. first the he didn’t say do it, and it wasn’t 

and Governor of West Virginia. He done. One wonders why the gov- 

, the doesn’t like it because if he did ernor doesn’t like the railroad, 
argo he would have said to the legis- The Senate of West Virginia 
m ng lature, ’Buy that little railroad likes the railroad and put it m 
and let it be the first olive out the budget so it could be bought 
esn’l of the tourist jar. Buy it, boys. But the House didn’t like th< 

oved and let’s give the people back little raiiroad and they said, no 

rung a little something.” The Cover- they wouldn’t itemize it. Th 

ding nor has been made good father House and the Senate have t 



mmmm 


but It Still 
me body In 
e the little 


■Psere somebody who likes 
• r UttJc Caw railroad. This 
• mv Hut this pap- 
r in : any judge because this 
,p-cr ' one man s opinion. So 
be discounted. But 

ere a: 

tie railroad and that is just 
j' everybody in West Virgin- 
except the strong man on the 
idee! cf the state Why they 
r. : Lke it. nobody knows. One 
big men says it will take 
much money and he talked 
toilets on top of the hill 
d about other things. This 
per 'aid back to him. get the 
’road first and then talk a- 
iit those things. Be sensible, 
t the man got ruffled and the 
>er got ruffled and nobody 
anywhere. 

»ow this paper predicts that 
the thing is left up to the 
te, that the railroad will be 
i to those people in Marion, 
ginia. who would like to have 
o attract tourists. But that 
uldn l happen and this paper 
scrap till hell freezes over 


Thi* is ilv. story your trip uf M .t.-a 

ion or: Ih« Worlds ^ ^ H. V*'“ 

ond bu.it by SylveM-r Mmvb of «-• - uV ^v;- 

‘H or: •^■•.y. t ~ 

t.on, wuc-opened o»v Jo»y •> ■ , v ^jr m 

enntinuou-dy -unco ibot nme *: *.<■ P * 

the i world wor oud three «> i»«v to>v 

VfcolhW pcm.a«ng. -rom, -«# »""••»* 

Sialion I'tvefy time .he .:lock ^ vv. 

nine in th* morn in*;} wr.t.l s*x m the even 9 ' 

,o « P. M., D. S. U, When t.arfic s ^ - 

vserior* or,, run on the repolarly 
on<J ihi< «&«. »h., t,ai« <o get of «*«*«• " 
..O.lv June ond Me September row »« 

A M arid 2-.15 P. M. ; o>hecsav traffic d<mw»o<tv 
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iliiiuou\ly tin' 
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n My* it will Mkr 
iw> «nd hr Ulk«*»| 
on Top of the hill 
IhH thing*. ThU 
rk to him. get the 
and then talk a- 
p B> msiblt 
ot ruffled and the 
ffled and nobody 


N’ow thu paper predicts that 
If the thing is left up to the 
slate, that the railroad will be 
•old to those people in Marion, 
V.rr.- i *ho would like to have 
to attract tourists. But that 
ouidr.: happen and this paper 
will scrap till hell freezes over 
m noli] the last spike is taken 
op and sold to the Old Domin¬ 
ion. which apparently has more 
fump’.ion and leadership than 
the New Dominion. 

If enough of you West Vir¬ 
ginian* jr-c- interested in buying 
Stock to make this thing possi- 
t:e now .s the time to say your 
piece Write this paper now as 
It Aha* extent you can or will 
fp Write to us until we get a 
good organization to take over 


eai+y Jom; 
A M <md 4 


West Virginia 


Let’s take what G 
\ us in good scenic 
uiJes and turn them t 
Watch for further w 

possible for 
j do something. But 
thinks the chances 
molecular. This P^er thm 
is a job lor the people, no 
neople who represent 


big to live, 
or ! has given 

eet- gotiabilities 
or. cash. V/stc 
tell ‘ from this paper, 
pan- j However, it is 
jrer state to 
;paper t 


from there, also watch for a big ( 
meeting in the Civic Center or 
somewhere soon. At this meet- ; 
ing we will have experts on | 
hand, we’ll have lawyers to U~ ( 
how to organize stock compan-1 
ies, and we’ll have a treasurei 


for commodities 





r 




/ 


Complete Text 

M» panxm* today U to »ug- 
| f „ „ ^*fcNlity at lb* Mate of Writ 
\.r». a* parchirt rtf and operating a 
*r of ter Mower Lumbar Co. in 
/ C«i Hot Virginia as an operating 
ksvtuk of railroading and lumbering— 
tar* of the century style— for the bene¬ 
fit the people of the state and as a 
-J^r : jurist attraction. And further, to 
ttew that this tourist attraction would 
pty own way from its oun revenue. 

Railroads, and especially logging 
railroads, have for the past 15 years 
beer, my primary hobby. Through busi¬ 
ness the military service, and vacations, 
1 hi\e tarveied and seen most of the 
iateresting railroads in 49 of our 50 
,:/ M Canada, and Mexico from the 
Cookuili and Zocateas to the White Pass 
and Yukon in riding over the Mower 
railroad last October it occurred to me 
that few Railroad and none of the opera 
ting tourist railroads came close to 
matching the Mower in spectacular 
scenery Further the most scenic part of 
the !me is within 8 miles of Cass. 

It was because of this ride that 
the thought kept mulling over in my 
mind that this definitely would be the 
iine to preserve as an operating log¬ 
ging railroad to be promoted as a 
tourist attraction, ft would be a natural 
for the state to include it in its Park 
System This whole concept of a railroad 
park is not new In 1947 the Edarville 
it R. was born in Cape Cod District of 
Mass. with six mile of track around 
a Cranberry Bog. Today it is the most 
successful of the tourists operations. The 
passengers each year are in the hun¬ 
dreds of thousands. 

Another tourist railroad is the 
Tweetsie at Blowing Rock. N. C., near 
the Smf.kiim but In a remote section of 
/V r 1 warn told that last year they 


of Russeli Baum's Cass Railroad Plea 

is the Silvorton Line running from Dur- tenllal to serve as a tourist attraction. 


;::gc to Silverton. Colorado. They are 
booked up in advance for tickets and a 
ride over their 45 miles of track requires 
a four day wait on the average. Today 
Durange is a booming tourist center. 
Hotel rates shot from $2.50 eight years 
ago to $7.00 today for a single, and the 
u.iusuai part is that Durange is 450 miles 
from the nearest city of over 5,000 
population and has to compete with such 
attractions as the Grand Canyon. Rocky 
Mountain National Park, and Yellow¬ 
stone for the long distance tourists. 

Another is the East Broad Top in 
Penna. It started this August with a 
five mile trip through some pleasant 
farm land. It is presently bettering ex¬ 
pectations and Mr. Wilburn, the opera- 
itng Vice President, expects to add to 
the line next year. 

Although these other railroads are 
operating quite successfully, they have 
only one basic attraction, that is a rail¬ 
road with an operating antique steam 
engine hauling poeple for an average o? 
five miles over the track. The Mower 
Lumber Co. Railroad has far more to 
offer. 


The engines themselves ire very 
unique in the annals of Railroading. They 
are Shay geared steam engines complete 
with a real 1890 dimond stack. There 
are two switchbacks on the line. And t 
know of only two others left in the 
U. S. 

There is an added attraction of a 
mammoth cave only about 50 yards from 
the suggested termination of the line oa 
the hill. This cave has received innum¬ 
erable write-uos in certain magazines. 

A cave in itself would attract numerous 
tourists, and the combination would 
make a very strong tourist attraction. 

Then *at Greenbank, five mlies 
away is a large observatory that would 
help attract still more people. 

The Mower operation would re¬ 
quire the operation of only five ri)ile3 
of track and the purchase of six miies. 
This would take the line through Us 
finest scenery, and five miles is the ideal 
length for this sort of thing. 

Because the major investment is 
there, the cost would not be large and 
no more than scrap value for rail and 
engines. 


To start with, it would be the 
operation of a real railroad—most of the 
tourist lines are built for the occasion 
and for the historian type person, there¬ 
fore lack interest. 

The Mower does not merely go 
around in a circle or over an uninter- 
e- 'ing stretch of land. The other lines 
operating in the East can come nowhere 
near matching its scenery. You would 
have the added interest of lumbering- 
turn of the century style—and lumbering 
in itself has a great appeal to many peo¬ 
ple. Today in the United States the only 
railroad logging by the old method o' 
rail to togging point and skidder car 


To summarize—none of the other 
railroads serve any other purpose than 
to memorialize sleam railroads, and none 
have operating geared engines or in¬ 
teresting scenery. W'ith the Mower you 
have in addition the large interest i:t 
legging—-the chance to show old ticu 
logging railroading at its best—and x 
large undeveloped cave. 

However this is the last opportuni¬ 
ty to do somethuig about it Unless it 
is stopped, the salvage company warns 
the tracks ripped up by time u.r. .r 
sets in. Building a new railroad woj.J 


II* M*w*l 

*“* *r *^ 0-1 |— ft »• "Hr 
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, _ , jjlmrfr re«w cle** •• 

i»* M#m< m 

ZZL'* rWMM* Ik* ftMftl *r«nc perl «f 

(%. i. ■_ m (ilk* I WlM ft r>u 

B «M "(*«•« ft thu Md* Ihftt 
|W ,. r ,j*. tfft aeulUhg over in my 
• v > •«. _:•! '•>'• 

to, t» ftT—rT ft* ftft operating log 
f -g mbtftd I* be promoted *» « 
1 wr 1 i f ft would be a natural 

tor mt atate to include it to its Park 
|tol Dm *toe concept of a railroad 
M rr» In IW? the Edarville 

R1 *w born « Cape Cod District of 
Ha** wiib Its mile of track around 
a Cro*berry Bog Today it is the most 
Mccomfol of the tourists operations. The 
pistengen each year are in the hun¬ 
dreds of thousands. 

Another lounst railroad is the 
Tweetue at Blowing Rock. N. C.. near 
▼ «3ri rt s remote section of 

•. «- / ... folrf that last year they 

$1*0 000 net protfl. This year they 
,rr atStiing 930.000 in superfluous addi- 
. h at the purchase of a railroad 
os-ooi otiv* from the White Pass and 
Ttafeoa in Alaska They have a five mile 
..rx.r a track. Another good example 


f*iw< land n K presently bettering >1 
PMiiiMBt Shd Ml Wilburn, the open 
ting Vice President. •aperta to add 10 
I be tin* nest year 

Although these other railroad. are 
operating null* mccesifully, they have 
arty one bade attraction, that is s rail- 
rued with an operating antique ateani 
engine hauling purple for an average of 
fivr mil** over the track. The Mower 
l.mtwr Co. Railroad has far more to 
offer. 

To atari with, it would be the 
operation of a real railroad—most of the 
tourist lines are built for the occasion 
and for the historian type person, there¬ 
fore lack interest 

The Mower does not merely go 
around in a circle or over an uninter- 
e in2 stretch of land. The other lines 
operating in the East can come nowhere 
near matching its scenery. You would 
have the added interest of lumbering- 
turn of the century style—and lumbering 
in itself has a great appeal to many peo¬ 
ple. Today in the United States the only 
railroad loaning by the old method of 
rail to logging point and skidder car 
and cable is the Mower Lumber Co. It 
travels the highest point East of the 
Mississippi River of any railroad. It 
has the best scenery East of the Rockies, 
and is the onty operational Railroad East 
ofNthe Sierras that would have the po- 


* * *1 u • l*(g» observatory that w<nT.d 
I »lp attract «itil more people 

Tha Kmir operation would re¬ 
quire tha operation of only five npri* 
of track and the pure hate of *u mile*. 

Thu would taka tha Un* through .•» 

(meat scenery and five mile* It the id»sl 
length for this sort of thing. 

Because the major Investment is 
there, the coat would not be large ar.4 
no more than scrap value for rail and 
engines. 

To summarize—none of the other 
railroads serve any other purpose than 
to memorialize steam railroads, and none 
have operating geared engines or in¬ 
teresting scenery. With the Mower you 
have in addition the large interest in 
legging—'the chance to show old Una 
logging railroading at its best—and a 
large undeveloped cave. 

However this is the last opportuni¬ 
ty to do something about it. Unless it 
is stopped, the salvage company warns 
the tracks ripped up by time win:or 
sets in. Building a new railroad would 
be prohibitive. 

The highways for enierir.g Cass 
from East. North, and South are vtr/ 
good making it readily accessihie. 

Trainfan Baum. • Pennsylvania 
businessman, made this sp««*h be or* 
me House of Delegate*. Ocl. ^ ^ J. 






To Buy or Not To Buy a Mountain Railroad 


the last of its kind. 

WHO HAVE FOND MEMORIES 


IND A SMOKE-BELCHING LOCOMOTIVE, 
dE RAILROAD AS BAIT FOR TOURISTS, ' 


IASS OF GOODWILL TAKE A 


*, -i: bin ■: an n. ,, , scriber whom I have heard , the Japs, made each man dig i 

r .« pn „ 1 ‘ •• ‘ 1 1 4,1 much about but had never his grave and get down on his 

f "• s P , ‘ rl ! > 4 E P^ 0 -. ,he a f' met ! knees at the edge of it, so that 

. ; ■ Minted place in Marlmton. is, mel ; . the big knife came down i 

- Mr Koont* himself who is, Strangely enough I learned , n " ould b | kic ked in after 

“ anding in front of the place,about Rev. Newell. Presbyter- . severed h ead It's like this 
. ' '' . “ J wondering why it isn’t |an pastor at Grcenbank. when, . steam loco . 

: l M>n tFll* me where Sena- , went to New York .hat time ridSn? It w£ 

’or Car! Gainer is in the motel tc check the Big Cty for its t?aek ami haul it to 

m I : ■ there and after a while poverty and depressed areas of ^ IJniiniri of the hill and 
Senator Arch Reed comes in people following the dressing- 1*® b0 “°”\ o £ is rion^ t too 
r -J-. assoc: and we all go to breakfast, the; down that the Saturday Eve- 'of ' h fJ b SO rl D d Unless ^f 
Mosmtam Rail place now being open and bust- ning Post gave West Virginia. ttlU 8° * or U "*5“* °* 

• was ap- hng A i one booth are Mr and One of the social workers there course - orders a 

emature crave Vrs Koontz and at another i told nte about Greenbank's stay ot execut,on * 

- lone in the Delegate J. C Cruikshanks. , Rev. Newell. And others had 

• m Speaker Pauley comes in. told me about him. how he is Train With Smoke 

" tv “* J done known as the Hotroddlng Cir- . . ., 

Ike and Taxes cult Rider in a Jaguar. He was u w f, P ass , a road . and the 

: ‘ 1 . there and so was his Jaguar, vvhistle toots a warning. A car 

i - imewhat Bill Sperry introduces me to And so were his wife and chi!- stops and dls g° r g es lts passen- 
’ - engineer ■< 'tranger. a fellow by the dren I have never met a more sers because a train with smoke 
•i a bit of name of Gambiil, who is a tax delightful family is southing to see. A little 

jvermg that lawyer, and who slops at Bill’s , , , , ?irl waves and I -remind my- 

edition to a place when passing through A " d there we J e ol ” e , rs ,hcro self to read some of good old 

-Ygatmn of thai part of West Virginia. 1,le s,at J, on - Tom Edgar, for Tom Wolfe and I promise.my- 

• mto the Tell him that story", savs i instance. Tom is running for seIf j wj n Upward we go and 
>r-< this ves- Bill and Gambiil haltingly tells ' Iouse of Delegates (Democrat) it Rets colder and f hear 
• a possbile what he had been telling Bill, "om Pocahontas. He is the, Cruickshanks say that .- Poor 
something about how President ““™ n l £ a ‘ P f ar Buck old Comstock is going to freeze 
Eisenhower evades taxes by L, h U^i ""i °" to death ” and 1 look about me 

rlinton renting his Gettysburg farm to Hillsboro (her birthplace) in an( i see *u a «. il. u avp 
r „ , ,, George Alien and Clint MurchiA "W Many Worlds”. Tom Edgar -f n telbgen ly anticipated th?s 

lay aTV'ss T °f None of il is Z "Tre . tW ° kind ofXther3are dre2 

r lear to mo, or even interesting, le g s ’ ln Europe. There’s a ed in fitUng _ arb Ad Di k 

Ko' f/ „uZ 8 bou| th h fe h? W f ts t0 taikin 8 time 2 ™ W f Weh 1 h 1 “ v ? n .'| Bowman haf evidenUy amicT 

-as was*5? is? m s, rr«“ 

'ir£'“wu.r»r4 KSI “iX cl 3S si as fas-* i“i 

li t One Involved a book and ,e 8 s off clean ab °ve the knees ^ d ’ g 0d ’ 

’ ;'. r '' '■ “ stofy, I think, worlliy of Yes - (here’s a story there be- Joh n Killoran comes up to I 

‘ ,ft e the prinLs. cause the officer completed his me and I say. “Fill me in, 

f",, ‘ ,'' vn At a dinner Fiseni, n u,», ™ i. Plans, gave some orders in con- "John” and John fUls me in 
,.of a poem that he nection wi,h them ' and called a a, 'd good. "This is one of the 
, in years hu Vouki eivtl f?™ driver and had hlmself loaded steep railroads ' Railroad grades 

, . ' —or maybe T into a jee P and taken «way to I are told in percentages. A rise 

»« d Flopped here and in Borgia for If anybody could I he i 11 85 * hos P i,al Tom Edgar!of one inch per hundred feet 


Her father-in-law, Tom's fa¬ 
ther, of course, owns the old 
Pearl Sydenstricker Buck home 
at Hillsboro. Pearl Buck comes 
often to visit the place and 
in this way has become some¬ 
thing of a member of the 
Edgar family and they love 
her. Or Mrs. Tom Edgar does. 
“She is the most gracious 
woman I ever knew", she told 
me. “She is kind and consider¬ 
ate, and devoid of all pretence. 
You would think she would 
have the right to ‘put on’ just 
a little, but she doesn’t. And 
she has no use for people 
who pretend to be something 
that they aren't". 


Character of Pearl Buck 
I had heard that Tom took 
offense at Pearl Buck's re¬ 
ferring to him as “half man" 

In her book. “Nothing to it at 

all. Tom knows what she meant. 
He knows what happened to 
him. He isn’t a baby As a 
matter of fact he is all man. 
He understands more than peo- 
| pie think and he bears no 
grudges. I think he is pretty 
great", 

I A nil T think elm il urettV 


V* dowly 

Vain and 

™*uty lot 






brought along 

'uko mu 


j suffice to soy the 
officer and he sat 
I in Germany (?) r 
I for an attack when 


flit and he atari* I ■ 
mt ihta fellow who! 
to the White House 


I had heard that Tom took 
offense at Pearl Bucks re- 
ifcrring to him as "half man” 

1 In her book. "Nothing to It at 


; which he gives 
h shrouds me Ilk 
bandage and I m 


and good. "This is one of the matter of fart he is all man. 
steep railroads. Railroad grades He understands more than pen- 
arc told in percentages. A rise pie think and he bears no 
of one inch per hundred feet grudges. 1 think he is pretty 
is one percent, for instance, great". 

Now most Main Line roads are And I think she is pretty 
from one and a half to two great too. 
percent. Some few roads, but We have chugged up grades 
not Main Liners, arc five or six an d through autumnal foliage 
percent. But never more. This that looks like polychromatic 
one is nine percent. Just think needle point work at times, and 
of that, nine percent”. colorful and downy gossamer 

I don’t notice the climb up- at others, depending upon how 
ward because it is gradual. I the s* 11 * shines or how . , 
do notice that the autumn shadows fall. We come to a 
splendor is to be seen on all farm where cattle and sheep 
sides and back behind us is a graze and 1 am told that there 
valley with a backdrop of hills, is a cave near here, a cave 
Now we come to a switch-back, with a subterranean waterfall 
and Russell Baum, who started higher than the mighty Nia- 
the whole thing, as you will gara. Will we see it? I ask 
remember if you have read the and am told that it will have 
past two papers, rushes up to to wait another time. We turn 
feU me something. ^V^lan^tad 


id called 
iclf loade 


in years, but would give a farm into a jeep and taken away to 
—or maybe a golf course — t| ie base hospital. Tom Edgar 
in Georgia (or if anybody could , s indeed a man. 
locate It. He said the poem was 

a wealthy man. but And 1 met Dave Bond, the 
wanted desperately to tv-man, and Larry Fellure 
k to the simple ways (spelling, ugh!) who is a Uni- 
'The President could versity of Virginia student and 
lines from the railfan. I met Robert Jacobson, 

" *■' '- who is running for Prosecuting 

Attorney, and who became a 

__ say a subscriber. And I met Dr. Carl 

dinner was Frazier of WVU. 

The train is ready to go into 
the mountains and give the 
legislators and all others who 
wish to take the trip a prevue 
_? Yr.l :' -’ J - : tourist 

can be taken, if it isn’t too 
crass to speak of taking tourists 
for a ride. There is a caboose, 
or personnel car for the weak, 
-~d an open-air, side-railinged 
; car for the sturdy. Wo all 
■j;go open-air for the first shank 

have'with'me of ,hc * >urney ’ „ 

• 1 From the very start the ride 
skyward. In a minute or so 
e are past the old Mower 
lill that has sawed its last log 




enough to turn the | 

~ yb L a ,lw 1 C 2*f‘ S quote but _ 

type of mtng "fat P° em - Th » Vs he k , new ' 

»n the bright and This fellow who was tying 

, ind oranges and 1 wake Eisenhower didr. 

the leaves, not to | «ord. Soon --- 

the undertones of over - he got-to a phone and 
.. and green of still started calling book stores in 
es. and created with- New York. He recited the 

.mage of bespangled quotation to each of them and ... 

- .lanring in an au- °f fered • ridiculous price to f what kind of ride 

dwg light*. What a ">e man who could find it I . 

wonderland this all nrst. One was found after a 

•ive in the autumn short time and the man Char¬ 
on tered a private plane to fly 

the book to Washington and r _ .• 

"-V of It parades and i within a short time after the jP™ 
down the couniour j dlnncr was a ble to say to the ‘"f 

11 and hills to the president, "Oh, by ” - . ,,K 

I below, where the just happen to have «»«.»* . 

1 cor ?° 50 c arly, and ] the book that has that poem 
- n clings for a few | jt that you wanted . . 
ious minutes before ! 

. fataI , "fume Last Train from Cass 

hough colorful and I ..._ ... r _ . 

1 the danse macabre There’s no sense in taking road skiader that h. — - 

the last fling before i all the cars, so we double up | yanked its last log from the and a 

4 Winter bolds all and it isn’t long until we are hills beyond, but that is nniso mi 
have become potetlc, at Cass. There is a crowd about doubt good because there was smokt 
’ jerks me back. I the old steam locomotive which no greater rape of the woods like d 
•n hard upon the is belching out smhke in then that committed by this head . 
I iwerie dangerously proper salutation. I sec fami-! Frankenstein of the forest I, hood, 

"mg young hull liar faces in the crowd and new I think to myself how that old . 

‘•rayed from a field ones loo. There is, first as at- mill could be kepi os a souvenir ml 
a fence and stands ways when a steam engine is .nf a now dead way of provonr. r.-rv . 
1 His head is thrust puffing. John Ktlloran, t h c 1 the world with lumber and iv at 
n-eequivenng, as his WSAZ-TV man; who has been how there could be a wo diueks in: t< 
ate in and out like going to bat for the train's museum assembled and kept backd 
giving me no glance preservation over his tv ,sia-« Uterd,-, more 


old Bto 
la thrall 
hut real 


_ 
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To Buy or Not To Buy a 

CERTAIN WEST VIRGINIANS OF GOODWILL TAKE A RIDE BEHIND A SMOKE 
TO LOOK INTO THE FEASIBILITY OF THE STATE'S BUYING THE RAILROAC 


One barometer of aging I 
think !> a propensity to associate 
a contemporary act with a half 
rememhrrod tune or the half 
for.Mt*en words of an old song 
Las' Saturday there kept com 
ir.g :>) my mind s ear bits of an 
cd hymn that I used to listen 
to. but was never brave enough 
to participate in. about life 
feeing ’-k" a “mountain rail- 
ineer that was 
brave and admonished me and 
the rest of the congregation to 
• f he run successful from 

the cradle to the grave”. 

The “contemporary” associ- 
a\ >r.: was a real Mountain Rail¬ 
road one which I felt was ap¬ 
proaching a premature grave 
a« t*« •* rk being done in the 
■Mdfc of Cheat above Cass in 


but concentrating quite lecher-1 tion. And there a 
ously upon a herd of young | Bowman, whom 1 
heifers in a field, who exaspera- Frank Callendar 
tingly pay him no mind at all Bank observato 
bill graze on with the hard-to- Phillip Newell", 
get nonochalance of the gender, and 1 shake hai 


The first man I meet at 
Bill Sperry’s El Poco, the ap- 


I scriber whom 
much about 1 


>unty 


was done 
locomotive, 
crap I had 
somewhat 
if engineer 
a bit of 
ring that 
latum to a 


.pointed place'in Marlinton, is 1 met - 
Mr. Koontz himself who is | Strangely en 
1 standing in front of the place I about Rev. N< 
and wondering why it isn’t i ian pastor at ( 
open. He tells me where Sena- i went to Nev 
tor Carl Gainer is in the motel, to check the 
I go there and after a while poverty and d 
Senator Arch Reed comes in people follow 
and we all go to breakfast, the 1 down that tl 
place now being open and bust- ning Post ga 
ling. At one booth are Mr. and One of the sc 
Mrs Koontz and at another told nle ai 
;s Delegate J. C. Cruikshanks. Rev. Newell 
Speaker Pauley comes in. told me abo 

known as tl 
cuit Rider i) 
there and s 
Bill Sperry introduces me to And so wer 
a stranger, a fellow by the dren I hav' 
name of Gambill. who is a tax delightful i 
lawyer, and who stops at BilVs ^ n< j 
place when passing through 
that part of West Virginia 
Tell him that story', says 
(till and Gambill haltingly tells 
what he had been telling Bill, 
romethmg about how President 
Kttenhower evades taxes by 
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"makf the run successful from 
the cradle* 10 the grave ”. 

The ‘'contemporary" associ¬ 
ation U'.i> .1 real Mountain Rail- 
ro.ol one which I felt was ap¬ 
proaching a premature grave 
its work being done in the 
heal above ( 1 r . in 
Pocahontas < 'ounty was done 
and d. track and locomotive. 

being sold for scrap. I had 
fortunately. and somewhat 
miraculously, been the engineer 
that was brave In a bit of 
legislative maneuvering that 
brought the depredation to a 
standstill until a delegation of 
legislators could look into the 
matter of preserving this ves¬ 
tige of steam for a possbile 
tourist attraction. 


I go there and after a while poverty and r 
Senator Arch Reed comes in p eop \ fi follov 
land we all go to breakfast, the! down that t 
1 place now being open and bust-1 n ing Post gj 
ling. At one booth are Mr. and^One of the si 
Mrs. Koontz and at another 1 told, nte a 
is Delegate J, C. Cruikshanks. Rev. Newel’ 
Speaker Pauley comes in. told me ab« 
' known as t 
' cuit Rider 


Meet In Marlinton 


The day of looking into the 
matter was Saturday at Cass 
and I was invited by Legislative 
Auditor Clarence H. Koontz to 
be at the point of assemble 
at Marluiton at nine o'clock. 
I left Richwood early so that I 
coaid drive slowly over Kenni- 
n mountain and absorb the 

h this 

drive is famous There are 
drhjjwniore beautiful in the 
tppose. but I have 
ihem The day was 
ai to weather and 
A! 7 5 
’ocahont 


Ike and Taxes 

there and 

Bill Sperry introduces me to .\nd so we 
a stranger, a fellow by the dren. I ha^ 
name of Gambill, who is a tax delightful 
i lawyer, and who stops at Bill’s ° . , 
place when passing through 
that part of West Virginia. th ® f 
‘Tell him that story”, says “J siance - 
Bill and Gambill haltingly tells hi0Use ot 
what he had been telling Bill, 
something about how President 
Eisenhower evades taxes by 
renting his Gettysburg farm to 
George Allen and Clint Murchi-\| 
son or somebody. None of it is 
i clear to me, or even interesting, - . 

but the fellow gets to talking Sl ° ry 
about how big shots play up to ... . 

the President and he starts ~ . 
talking about this fellow who 
gets invited to the White House \ n “2 
and how he works the deals 
that keeps him on the invite 
list. One involved a book, and g 


from Po 
‘‘half m< 
describes 
Hillsboro 
“My Man 
left his 
legs, in 


is a story. I think, worthy of 


Yes, th« 


cause tt 
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■the prints. 

K plans, g 

At a dinner Eisenhower spoke nection 
of a poem that he hadn’t read driver s 
in years, but would give a farm in t 0 a j 
—or maybe a golf course — the bas 
in Georgia for if anybody could IS index 
locate it. He said the poem was 
about a boy on the farm, who 
bated it. and then grew up to 
become a wealthy man. but 
now he wanted desperately to 
get back to the simple ways 
again The President could versity 
<|uote but two lines from the railfan 
poem That'* all he knew. who is 
Thu fellow who was trying to Attorne 
h’ake K.tenhower didn’t sav a subscrib 
word Soon as the dinner was Frasier 
o%er he got to a phone and The ti 
Parted calling book stores ui , ^ nuM 
Nr* YuMr lie recited the 
to each of them and 


And 

spellini 






Kennifon and stopped nerr anu 
I hero Just to look at it all 
Early morning vapor was rising 
from the prone theatre wings 
of the hills and the sun was 
coming through strong enough, 
and «arlv enough, to turn the 
<1ru or maybe the crystals 
i sequin 

spangled type of thing that 
sparkled on the bright and 
' • ■ .md 

vrlln*' of the leaves, not to 
speak of the undertones of 
ln*rn limbs and green of still 
greer. and created with¬ 

in me the image of bespangled 
gypsy girls dancing in an au¬ 
rora of Kloig lights What a 
vondc'fj! wonderland this all 
*< 4hn Irive in the autumn 
©ter Krnmson. 

Th ■ b • .’ v of it parades and 
rxUrds or. tosn the countour 
of the hi!l and hills to the 
green level below, whore the 
t: n't come so early, and 
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locate It. He said the poem was 
about a boy on the farm, who 
hated it, and then grew up to 
become a wealthy man. but 
now he wanted desperately to 
get back to the simple ways 
again. "The President could 
quote but two lines from the 
poem. That’s all he knew. 

This fellow who was trying to 
make Kisenhower didn’t say a 
word. Soon as the dinner was 
over, he got. to a phone and 
started calling book stores in 
New York. He recited the 
quotation to each of them and 
offered a ridiculous price to 
the man who could find it 
first. One was found after a 
short time and the man char¬ 
tered a private plane to fly 
the book to Washington and 
within a short time after the 
dinner was able to say to the 
President, "Oh, by the way, I 
just happen to have with me 
the book that has that poem in 
it that you wanted . . 

Last Train from Cass 

There’s no sense in taking 
all the cars, so we double up 
and it isn’t long until we are 
at Cass. There is a crowd about 
the old steam locomotive which 
belching out smfeke in 
proper salutation l <ce fami- 
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E BELCHING LOCOMOTIVE, THE LAST OF ITS KIND, 

> AS BAIT FOR TOURISTS. WHO HAVE FOND MEMORIES OF STEAM. 


p , k We soo loads of steel along 
i i am jolted Into 

;rr<-n tho thoughts of how this train 
Pr and its track will be like cer* 
natives of Guam 
v..t» whom the Japanese slew. They, 
frrard the Japs, made each man dig 
sever his grave and get down on his 
knees at the edge of it, so that 


i. t ‘ whe*i the big knife came down 

P L he could be kicked in after 


h:> severed head. It’s like this 
for the kind old steam loco- 
m ’»ve we are riding. It will 
pull up its track and haul it to 
bottom of the hill and 
when the job is done it too 
will go for scrap. Unless, of 
course, the State orders a 
stjjr of execution. 


Train With Smoke 


a road and the 
i a warning A car 
\ gorges Its passen- 
a train with smoke 
g to see. A little 
and I remind my 
«ome of good old 
and I promiae. my- 
pwafd we go and 
i4*r and I hear 
i wt that Poor 
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ferent shades of blue in each 
receding peak. 

I talk with Tom Edgar’s wife, 
a charming and devoted wife. I 
ask her how he will negotiate 
the problems of the legislature 
if he is elected. She tells me 
that there have been many 
problems but all have been 
solved and taken care of, and 
this one will. Mrs. Edgar is a 
learned and well-read woman 
and her knowledge of things 
in general is rather tremen¬ 
dous and her interest in pro¬ 
moting tourism for West Vir¬ 
ginia in general and her own 
Pocahontas in particular is al¬ 
most a passion with her. And 
Peral Buck is indeed a pas¬ 
sion. 

Her father-in-law, Tom’s fa¬ 
ther, of course, owns the old 
Pearl Sydenstricker Buck home 
at Hillsboro. Pearl Buck comes 
often to visit the place and 
in this way has become some¬ 
thing of a member of the 
Edgar family and they love 
her. Or Mrs. Tom Edgar does. 
She la the most gracious 
woman 1 ever knew**, she told 
me '’She la kind and consider¬ 
ate. and devoid of aU pretence. 
You would think *he would 
have the right to put on’ just 
4 UUle. but the doeenT. And 
»fc* ha* no two foe people 
who pretend to be something 

Ihg they AfeA'l *• 


OufMft' e# Boeh 
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course. the State orders a 
rr stay of execution. 

Train With Smoke 

r We pass a road and the 
: warning A car 
u e* It ■ pa en 
k ’«>r.s because a train with smoke 
: % something to see. A little 
,• :! w.tvos and I remind my- 
, • , ! in.- i * I gOOd "Id 

Turn Wolfe and I promise.my¬ 
self I will Upward we go and 
:: k ;ets colder and I hear 
Uruickshank* say that “Poor 
old Comstock is going to freeze 
• o death" and I look about me 
..nd see that all the rest have 
'intelligently anticipated this 
kind of weather and are dress¬ 
ed in fitting garb. And Dick 
Bowman has evidently antici¬ 
pated my dumbness and has 
brought along an extra parka- 
like U h he gives me 

and which shrouds me like a 
mummy’s bandage and I never 
V»<t ft good. 

John Kiiioran comes up to 
rrr and 1 say, “Fill me in, 
J •. and John fills me in 
and good. This is one of the 
iwp railroads. Railroad grades 
are told in percentages. A rise 
cs* or.* inch per hundred feet 
.* one percent, for instance 
BMvot Main tune roads arc 
frcxtfi one and a half (o two 
■WfPML Som few roads, but 
tIi*.n Line n are five or tlx 
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most a passion with her. And 
Peral Buck is indeed a pas¬ 
sion. 

Her father-in-law, Tom’s fa¬ 
ther, of course, owns the old 
Pearl Sydenstricker Buck home 
at Hillsboro. Pearl Buck comes 
often to visit the place and 
In this way has become some¬ 
thing of a member of the 
Edgar family and they love 
her. Or Mrs. Tom Edgar does. 
“She is the most gracious 
woman I ever knew”, she told 
me. “She is kind and consider¬ 
ate, and devoid of all pretence. 
You would think she would 
have the right to ‘put on’ just 
a little, but she doesn’t. And 
she has no use for people 
who pretend to be something 
that they aren’t”. 

Character of Pearl Buck ^ 

I had heard that Tom took 
offense at Pearl Buck’s re¬ 
ferring to him as “half man” 

■in her book. “Nothing to it at 
l all. Tom knows what she meant. 
He knows what happened to 
,him. He isn’t a baby. As a 
matter of fact he is all man. 
He understands more than peo¬ 
ple think and he bears no 
grudges. 1 think he is pretty 
great". 

And I think she is pretty 
great too. 

We have chugged up grades 
and through autumnal foliig® 
that looks Uke polychromatic 
needle point work at times, and 
colorful and downy gomamer 
at others, depending upon how 
•he sun shine* or hour the 
ahadourt fill We come to a 
farm where tattle ggd 
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m Uner*. are five or six I, 
Bui never more. This i 
nine perron! Just think 
m nc percent . 

,, nolle* the climb up- 
.,n U .r It I* gr«du»l. I 
that the xutumn 
•;* to be *fen on »ll 
•d tack behind Ui 

* backdrop of hills 
ir cr>mc to a switch-bark 
iu*cU lUum. *ho ^artej 
sr> thins. »* you wtl 
abcT vou have read th< 
«c* papm* rushes up t< 
M pomethtng. 


< needle point work at times, and 
I colorful and downy gossamer 
I it others, depending upon how 
, the sun shines or how the 
1 shadows fall. We come to a 
farm where cattle and sheep 
u n I graze and I am told that there 
lS .. n l?, r4 a cave near here, a cave 
with a subterranean waterfall 
higher than the mighty Nia- 
eara ‘‘Will we sec it? I ask 
and am told that it will have 
\o wait another time We turn 
a bend on the level, make a 
rurvo on the slant, then head 
for higher ground. Another stop 
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lion And there arc others Dick 
Ho* man. whom I know and Dr, 
Prank Callendar of the Green 
Hank observatory Meet Dr 
Phillip Newell", somebody says 
and 1 shake hands with a sub 
acriber whom I have heard 
much about but had never 
met 

Strangely enough I learned 
about Rev. Newell. Presbyter¬ 
ian pastor at Greenbank. when 
I went to New York that time 
to check the Big City for its 
po%*erty and depressed areas of 
people following the dressing- 
down that the Saturday Eve¬ 
ning Port gave West Virginia. 
One of the social workers there 
told nfe about Greenbank’s 
Rev Nowell And others had 
told me about him. how he is 
known as the Hot rod ding Cir- 
out Rider in a Jaguar He was 
the re and so was hts Jaguar 
And *o were bis wife and chil- 
dnm | have never met a more 
d»i*g*f'ul family 
A fed thrfe weftr others there 
it «>* »<v. 0*1 Tom r. 4 g*r for 
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We see loads of steel 
the track and I am joltec 
the thoughts of how this 
and its track will be lik 
tain of the natives of 
whom the Japanese slew, 
the Japs, made each m; 
his grave and get down 
knees at the edge of it. s 
when the big knife came 
he could be kicked in 
his severed head. It’s lil 
for the kind old stean 
motive we are riding, 
pull up its track and ha 
the bottom of the h; 
when the job is done 
will go for scrap. Uri 
course, the State oi 
stay of execution. 

Train With 5mo 

We pass a road i 
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ii something to see 
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cuil Rider in a Jaguar He was 
it, t~i T».e* thrrr am | so was his Jaguar. 

nteodures me to And so were his wife and chil- 
v 'l y » hr <he dren t have never met a more 

r <.,nX.'l «h»i« * U* delightful family, 
stirt *h« ="<’* *’ ****** And there were others there 
vo p»*»m£ through i( )hr ,| W t|on Tom Edgar, for 
,1 Of West Virginia IM(Anr c Tom I* running for 
EL tfwt W- **?* House of Delegate* (Democrat), 
Comtu:) hsihiifh «***» (mm Pocahontas He I* the 
*.*,•» r, £ **tll. , h# |j ma n" that I’earl Buck 

g atwst tuna I'rrsideul rt<>M . rt iie» In her chapter on 
-.xxc-. by jniijboro (her birthplacei in 
i>vtv»t--'£ f* r:r \j v M.inv Worlds Tom Kd.’ar 

am mi Cbat MufdiW| # j, hl , : othcr half, his two 
,s. \<m Ot W " le ge in Europe There's a 

Ig, (Mid lattlUtlttl | glory there, which I haven t : 
, » to utking ume or room (or now Let it 

* ■:.£ p ay Up to )u(( , cc to say that he was an 

ttm officer and he sat in a church 

sSiet tin *lto ^ Germany (?) making plans 

IgA It Ifc* WW* "«**• (or 4 n attack when a bomb came 
** ta th* de««|, VrrtW? t, th« m«f and took his 
^WWWwW» | W ,?<f clean above the kneea 

, a bw-a and yM , hcrc , a »lor>' there be 

V I t a«w * awtiiy of | came the officer completed his 

14 plana, gave some orders in con- 

Mgr BmIww spoke Inaction with them, and called a 
h*A Se hir«wd dnswr and had himself loaded 
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And I met Dave Bond, the not Ma,n J[ j " e ' 
tv man. and ljrr>‘ Fellure >"'•'•'* 
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«Jr**tv of Virginia Kudent and «< >hat - nme I 
rallfan I root Rob** Jacobin i don't not* 
«tio u running for Proeecutmg ward because 
Mtomev. and who became a do notice Ui 
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Chickened Out 


PAGE FOURTEEN 

To Buy Or No! To Buy a Railroad 


t tends along this 
will find enclosed a 
Bison. S. D. foiling 
d Thought perhaps 
per This man leff 
h many of the old 


(From Page 10) ollu 

This red is (he berries of moun- gods 


OCTOBER 29, 

Pocahontas was to hav. 
and arrived at a feast for the ' Pa^y“Jid‘ho!l%Sd S* 

at»ard S and n ?h D ' Ck br ‘ nRS *}! tri 5 k to ° with "lashe^potatoes the^foUowing 3 Sun£y ( 
abtiard and the women squeal and gravy and coffee, which is 30) the group would 
for some to take home as it served in enormous tin cups. Charleston for a deci 
slays red in the winter and the It is food that calls for the whether or not the 
berries don’t drop. Dick is the purest of devotion and I give would be recommended 
all I’ve got. And my dinner chase by the state 
companions aren’t slouches ei- ’ 

ther at putting the stuff away. |, bout ^at a doiSifc 

TOP Of Old Baldy * 


life of the party now. 

I move from place to place 
on the train and I meet more 
people. Meet Walter Good, I 
he visited recently 301 ,old - Walter Good has run a 
o —r state West Vir- locomotive on this railroad for 
res with his brother 32 y ears " I retired last year”. 


Outside there Is talk of this , t aka ^ e white bobl 
and that until' the return of . er 5, tad - Car ^ Gain 


five financial aid Jj e said. And I am told to meet those who went to Bald . K nob. his Cadillac and 


The tmo men have Sa ™ Silyeretein. I had heard j meet Mr and Mrs. Ted Riffe, fascinated as this wi 


i." million dol- of him, He had bought the road , and yj E Blackhurst, author i took the pasture i 
iritsoa Medical scrap. I expected an old j n f “RiHorc nf Dip rinAft" tv<o I _:_ 


scrap. I expected 


old 


, _ . of “Riders of the Flood”, the stick strides coins 

Four* he the man wltb beard - put h ®. 1S book about this very place, and and round about i 
Dorset: and agreeable looking. 1 his wife . l talk to the variously ™ Ut ’ 3 

legislators about the possible i had b f n , t d 
purchase. Senator Reed thinks S ood show for tben 
the idea is good and Herb ! He too, 1 think, 
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Ghost Town of Spruce 


Robert Jacobson points and . x . , , _ , 

< ie > a asks me if I see. What I am to Schupbach »s earned away with purchase of that 
- Da- ^ tt . ac nnrp th0 tftwn * n f I it all. Bowman was sold, I it cou i d dive rt a 

think, before the 


see was once the town of 
Spruce, a town with 1500 souls, 
who logged and made paper 


thought of. Harry Pauley said 


it could divert a 
trip was tion ^. om 


for West Virginia Pulp, and he felt , that tbe u s l ate ? h ™! d 
who repaired the cars and own n 2 bt to the top of Bald 


♦ ng;nes of Western Maryland. Knob. Bald Knob, by the way 
In the winter of 18 the tern- i? only a few feet under Spruce 


raturc at Spruce was 45 be- Knob highest ground in the 
1 “t a, r' ?f™“ , now state. I don't remember what 

it f Kaf/.v \ol hinn I itn 


What i» there* Nothing. I am 

Nothing, but a building each one said ' 


but I think 

two AnoThcr ghost in the every member of the investi- 
i gating group saw immense 

he top of the hill possibiliteis for the railroad as 
tourist attraction. 
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End of the Line 


The trip back to Cass was 
uneventful The legislators got 
their head* together in the 
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End of the Line 

The trip back to Cass was 
uneventful. The legislators got 
their heads together in the 
closed car with the cheerfully 
burning stove, and decided to 
accept Dr. Calendars invita¬ 
tion to come to the club room 
at the observatory for a little 
confab over sandwiches. 

That club room is as snazzy 
'as all get out. Ted Kiffe made 
a little talk about bow glad 


betimes yearn to 
mountain man’s bli: 
tude. close to nature' 
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Pocahontas was to have this 
delegation in its midst. Harry 
Pauley told how glad they were 
to be there and said that on 
the following Sunday (October 
30) the group would meet in 
Charleston for a decision on 
whether or not the railroad 
would be recommended for pur¬ 
chase by the state. 

The nde back to El Poco was 
about what a doctor of tourism 
would prescribe Ahead of us 
in a field we saw the unmis¬ 
takable white bobbing of a 
deer s tail Carl Gainer stopped 
hit Cadillac and we watched 
fascinated as this wild creature 
took the pasture in his pogo- 
stsck ftridev going in and out, 
and round about just as if he 
fe*l boon told to put on a 
|pof sbov for them legislators . 
Ha too, I thin*, favored the 
porrtu«« of that train, maybe 
- A *-rt * bit of alien- 
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Now in its seventh year, the Town Walk's popularity 
continues to grow This season's guide. Phil Bagdon. 
was Wten by the Cass history bug back in 1965 on 
hts second visit to the CSRR; his grasp of the 'true his¬ 
tory is insightful and entertaining The 1996 lour Is 
based on personal research, without reference to 
previous town wolk presentations. 


Cass: A Work-in-progress 



Above Mam Street 1974; walkways gone, tences going. 
Below: Back Rows In 1968 with boardwalks still Intact. 



When the mill closed in 1960, the town property - 
as well as the plant itself - fell Into the hands of an 
off-shoot organization. Don Mower Lumber Co., 
which continued to rent company houses until 
1977. It has taken years to reach the current level of 
renovation . . and certainly, much work still 
rema ins. The first five houses to be rented as cab¬ 
ins were opened in 1984. sidewalks and fences 
were rebuilt during 1986-87. 

All photos except front cover by Philip Bagdon 


References 

A large 1917 Cirkut photograph, found in the rear ol the 
Cass Country Store, is the best on-site visual refer¬ 
ence. Further study of Cass, and lumber mill towns in 
general, is available via the following publications (han¬ 
dled In stores adjacent to the depot): 

On Beyond Leatherbarfc The Cass Saga. 

Roy B. Clarkson, McClain Publishing Co.. 
Parsons; 2nd printing. 1994 
Cass: A Brief History And Guide To A Lumber 
Company Town: George Deike. Cass; 1989 
Tumult On The Mountains: Lumbering in West 
Virginia. 1770-1920 . Roy B Clarkson. McClain 
Publishing Co., Parsons; 9th printing, 1992 
Sawdust In Yours Eyes: W.E. Blackhurst (a novel). 
McClain Publishing Co.. Parsons; 5th pnntong. 1993 


Cass Town Walk 



The town in its prime (1920) the bustling hub of a 
massive pulpwood and lumbering operation 


In 1981. 96 structures here were placed on the 
National Register of Historical Ploces For 58 years, 
ending In 1960, Cass was a company town whose 
residents woke to o steam whistle The sound ol 
saws and fragrance of freshly-cut saw logs were 
almost ever-present aspects ol life to the town’s 
population (which during the peak yeors ol lum¬ 
bering, 1908-1920, wos almost 1,800) 

The Cass soga began in April 1899 when John G 
Luke, a principal of The West Virginia Pulp & Paper 
Co., bought 136 acres of bottom land from local 
farmer Jacob Gum Two years loter. this properly 
was conveyed to a start-up venture - The West 
Virginia Spruce Lumber Co. - for the site ol its mill, 
town and operating base Nine years hence. 
WVSLbrCo was absorbed by 'Pulp & Paper' In 
1942. the Charleston-bosed Mower Lumber Co. 
acquired the town as part of a lock, stock and bar¬ 
rel deal for the mill, rallrood and land holdings. 
Originally known as Leotherbark Ford, during the 
period just prior to the coming ot timbering there 
were three small farms localed where Cass and 
East Cass (first called Brooklyn! would arise The 
town's name wos given sometime during or before 
May 1900 in honor of a Pennsylvanian. Joseph K 
Coss who sold his paper mill to the Luke organi¬ 
zation in 1899 Cass (1868-19381 went on to serve 
for many years os vice-president of WVP&PCo 


Cass Scenic Railroad State Park 

Cass. West Virginia 






old lumber mill town built between 1901 and 1908 


Cass Scenic Railroad Park programs for a different kind of West Virginia state park 


Town Walk Highlight! 

1 Pocahontas Supply Company 
2. S.B. Nethkm Co Meal Market 
(now Post OK ice) 

3. Original company oHice building site 
4. Cass Hotel / Mountain Inn / Town Shop 
5. Front Row (no street until 1925-26) 

6. First church (now Community Center) 

7. Masonic Building 
8. Latter-era company garage 

9. City Council Chamber & Mayor s Office 
(top door); overnight lockup (basement) 

10. Lower Alley (missing many structures) 

11. The Pen ('milking cow jaiT) 

12. Company garage site 

13. 'Uptown Cass' - Luke Street to south 
end ol Company Property (just right of #15 

on map); 'labor force' family residences 

14. Site of first schoolhouse (1901-1908) 

15. Odd Fellow’s Lodge Hall and '5410' 
Kanes Grocery Store / now storage 

16. Emory Street; Named for Emory P. 
Shaffer, the Big Boss 1900-1933 
17. Methodist Episcopal South Church (1927) 
18. Spruce Street - 'The 'Back Rows’ 

19. Site of second schoolhouse (1908-1915) 

20. General Manager's residence, 1933-1960 

21. Ascent of Big Bug Hill 
22. Dr. Uriah Hannah’s office, 1913-1943 
23. Doctor's home, 1902-1943 
24. Pocahontas Hospital / first E.P. Shatter 
residence / Boarding House 
25. Luke House / second E.P. Shaffer 
residence / 'Clubhouse' (1933-1960) 

26. Horse barn stone foundation 
27. 'Aerial walkway' inexact replica 

28. Site of S.B. Nethkin 4 Co. ice plant 

29. Company hay and grain barn (1919) 
30. Company Store retail coal bins 

31. Retail coal scale shed_ 


Note Landmark numbers 
correspond to the order ot 
the Town Walk presentation. 


CSRITs parking lot wos 
formerly-for 58 years - 
the lumber yard (docks) 
for the Cass mill; three 
siding tracks ran from 
the C&O mainline into 
this vast air-drying and 
loading facility, where 
boards were slacked 
up to 45 feet high. 


Greenbrier River 


The Big Store' plus specialty shops, 
‘Museum Row' and more . .. 

A Former Company Store Complex 
Cass County Store (State Park Gift Shop), 
"'he Last Run Restaurant. Pocahontas County 
Tounsm Commission Into Stand, Cass Wildlife 
Museum, Cass Historical Museum 
B. Cass Showcase 
C. Country Cratt Junction 
D. Lefty's Barber Shop 
E. Something Special, Ltd. 

F Bear Essentials Tea & Spice Shoppe 
G Westvaco Forestry House Exhibit 
H. Shay Inn Bed 4 Breakfast 


State Park Lodging 

There are currently 13 houses - 12 in Uptown and one in the old 
company’s management section - rented as park cottages tor 
overnight and extended stays. (Numbered boxes) 

Unrestored Dwellings 

Slated for eventual renovation are 20 company houses; these are 
scattered about town and were in the worst shape when the State 
commenced renovation of the town. Rotted porches have been 
removed and roofs stabilized. (Clear boxes) 

Private Residences, Misc. 

There are 11 houses occupied by state park employees and a few 
old-time residents. (Dark-shaded boxes) Additionally, there is a 
house used by Park Housekeeping, one that accommodates vol¬ 
unteers of Mountain State Railroading 4 Logging Association, and 
one privately-owned. (Light-shaded boxes) 


I East Cass logger's entertainment zone' 
(a.k.a. Brooklyn. Hell's Acre) 

II. 'Big School House’ (built 1915-16) 

III. Slab Town company section - dwellings tor 
subsidiary's extract plant. 1914-1925 
IV. Bohunk Hill - once an enclave of Italian, 
Hungarian and Russian families; ol about 
17 privately-owned houses, one survives 
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Wot I corrugated sheet melol from ForT Meade, 
Wknytond used lex the 1920 mill boiler house as well os 
the hoy/grom storoge tocMty (today's Coss Showcase) 


; and regulations are the only sources ot resirfcti 
tor facility use or program parlkipctlon 
The West Virginia Division ot Noturol Resources 
Is an equol opportunity employer 





The lira shop, boil in 1901. wos single-track and capa 
tie of servicing two locomotives simultaneously It wos 
repfoced in eoriy 1923 by o significantly larger grouping 
of connected structores To CSRR-era railfons, overhead 
beit-dnven machinery ond four decodes of clutter made 
Shop No 2 akin to a beloved old friend 
The motor factor in replacing the 1901 shop was West 
•Vgma Puip & Paper Co's ordering of No. 12. a monster 
Class C Shcy 1154 tons as built by lima locomotive 
/forks! Apparently clearance prohibited access; it wos 
too b«j to tt nside 

The 1922 blaze which leveled the band saw and planing 
mfc significantly delayed completion of the new shop 
and toundry/pattem house complex. By the time work 
hod resumed, the fast of numerous lower skidders hod 
been ocqurred. thus, os completed, the north bay's 
itoper end sported a pair of 25-loot doors to accommo¬ 
date these steam-powered high-lead logging devices 
The '50 year shop' was buil of the same surplus World 
/far i corrugated sheet metal from Fort Meade 
Maryland used for the 1920 mill boiler house as well os 
*te hoy/gram storage facility Itodoy's Cass Showcosel 
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Ruins of the big Cass Mill 



This 1971 view shows the south and ol the huge mill 
complex with C80 tracks in left toreground. The floor¬ 
ing storage building's surviving brick fire wall is visible 
on the right side of the structure closest to the tracks. 
First ot the complex to go was the end of the planing 
mill (at right), which collapsed in 1974. 



Both pholos by Philip Bagdon 


Shown above is the ‘short side' ol the double bandsaw 
mill as it appeared 24 years ago. The carriage ran 
back and forth on its 'shotgun teed' (left foreground) 
with the band saw itself formerly situated in middle 
frame. Fire leveled the bandsaw mill in 1982; tour 
years earlier the planing mill and flooring storage build¬ 
ings went up in smoke. 

Phil Bagdon, CSRR State Park’s Seasonal Historian 
and 32-year veteran of the Cass Experience, had big 
fun while exploring and photographing the mill com¬ 
plex between 1974 and 1976. Looking back somewhat 
in horror, he is thankful not have 'bought the farm' by 
falling through a soft, rotted lloor. 

Statement of Policy Regarding The Equal Opportunity 
To Use Facilities and Participate In Programs 
It Is the policy ol the West Virginia Division of Natural 
Resources to provide Its facilities, accommodations 
services and programs to alt persons without regard lo 
sex, race, color, oge. religion, national origin, or disability 
Proper licenses, registration ond compliance wllh official 
rules ond regulations are the only sources ot restrictions 
lor facility use or program partldpatton 
the West Virginia Division at Natural Resources 
is an equal opportunity employe'' 


Cass Shop & More 

Top Of The Morning Tour 
Behind-the-scenes Shop Tour P.Nl 

Locomotive repair and maintenance require¬ 
ments ol a steam railroad coll for not only a 
well-equipped facility but also an experienced 
shop staff The Cass Scenic Railroad is blessed 
with both. Throughout the year there is activity 
here: during the 'off season.' road crew per¬ 
sonnel - conductors, engineers and firemen - 
join the regular shop employees to comprise a 
14-man work force. 

With former Western Maryland No 6 (the Iasi 
Shay built and second largest out-shopped by 
lima locomotive Works), finally oul after over 
30 months of heavy repair, work has just start¬ 
ed on a replacement flue sheet for the oldest 
Cass Shay, No 5 (built in 1905) Upcoming pro¬ 
jects include a new boiler for Heisler No 6. and 
'from ground up' renovation of Climax No 9 
Today's shop was placed into service during 
1976, four years after fire destroyed the 1923 
complex. The adjacent car shop wos erected 
in 1973 to meet the Interim repair needs. 
There's more to the Top Of The Morning Tour 
and Behind-the-scenes Shop Tour. P M than 
just an interpretation of the shop; the saga of 
locomotive repair is part of a walking tour 
which includes a look at the mill ruins and on 
array of motive power on the yard's deod line 
Please refer fo This Week At Cass - available 
in brochure form at fhe depot ticket office - for 
the park's schedule All supplementary pro¬ 
grams are offered free of charge 


Cass Scenic Railroad Slate Park 

Cass, West Virginia 
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Camp Shanty Display 


Aerial Loa Skiddina Coss Whae H&torv Comes 

M 

Cass Scen»c Railroad Park programs for a different kind of West Virginia state park 


A grond h«rl»ag« In a modern wrapper: The Cass Shops 


a procScad NK* *xj ora asked lo watch your step and keep tabs on all small children) 
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Shay No. 5 

|| Shop Track No. 2 
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Active Power 

**wy Ho. 2 tfn 3320.1928) Pacific Coast Model - 96 tons’; 
*upa m » M « d, (he only PC built as a wood-burner; logic influ¬ 
enced m eonvarwon to oil before operation in British 
Coksrtae ae Mayo Lbr Co. No. 4; then Lake Logging Co.. 
Lift No 5. Western Forest Industries No. 5. and Railway 
toptances Research (Vancouver Wharfs Ltd.) No.114; came 
to Ceaa m 1970 and made its debut during Railfan Weekend 
•72; gratae converted for coal burning in 1985. 

®**ey Ho. 4 !c/n 3189,1922). 70-tons’; originally Birch Valley 
Lumber Co.. Tioga (Nicholas County). No. 5; involved in a 
rMsey wrack whch scalded four men to death in 1941; 
rate*, then acquired two years later by Mower Lumber Co.; 
l! wee not only the last logging Shay here, but also the first 
road enjjne ol the Cass Scenic R.R.; in 1993 a thorough 
ehcsipmg was completed; with the reopening of track to Bald 
•Owto. No 4 will likely serve as the pusher (helper) engine. 
Shay No. 6 (c/n 3364. 1945). Lima class 150-3, superheat¬ 
ed, the lest and second largest Shay built; plans ot 'Cass No. 
t? - in He original. 154-ton’ 3-truck form - were used as 
the Western Maryland's 


Chaffee Branch for only a few years; displayed in Baltimore 
at the B&O Railroad Museum for over 25 years before com¬ 
ing here in 1980 (in a long-term trade for Shay No.1 and 
Porter 0-4-0T No. 714); in 1981, operated for the first time in 
28 years; used sparingly until service on the Cass-Duibin 
Run (1984-85); extensive shopping removed it from the ros¬ 
ter for two full operating seasons; reassembled, Big 6 spent 
part of August on the upper shop track for final painting, then 
returned to the main repair facility for lettering, and thus fired 
up fortesting, then put back into service; it will run this fall, at 
least periodically, on the Cass-to-Whittaker turnarounds. 

Shopped Power 

Shay No. 5 (c/n 1503,1905). 80 tons’; came to Cass new 
for the Greenbrier & Elk River, West Virginia Spruce Lumber 
Co.'s railroad out of Cass - the oldest and longest operating 
Shay here; its cylinders were cracked in 1958 while serving 
the mill's dry kiln plant as a steam source, thus was inopera¬ 
ble when the State acquired the railroad In 1962; after repair, 
It was put into service three years later No. 5 is out of ser¬ 
vice this year for a flue sheet replacement; it will be back in 
service for the May Railfan Weekend. 


* Factory designation. Engine weighed more in operating condition (coal, water, toots, etc.). 
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The Deadline 

Today* dead tin* track cam* keo axttanc* in 
1973 with extension ol tha coaling idm Th* 
upper and ol tha oritfnai yard track (now U i*d 
lor parking axcuraion train*) wit Mow* 
Lumbar’* daad Una - whara No. 12 (tha largest 
Shay avar to oparata upon conversion wifi 
addad truck and lander langto). an) No. 13 tax- 
C&O 150-lon tour-trucker) sat for about 15 year* 
prior to scrapping. 

In order from the lower end ol the siding ere: 
Hauler No. S (c/n 1591.1929). 90 ton*’, on* of 
the largest units out-shopped by Haislar o» Erie. 
Pa.; originally served Boetonia Coal and Ctay 
Products ot New Bethlehem, Pa., than spent 
over 26 years in Greenbrier County as Meadow 
River Lumbar No. 6; came here on Its own 
power In 1966 and went into service during Bek) 
Knob Inaugural Weekend (May 1968); out-ot- 
service since June 1995; needs a new boiler. 
Shay No. 36. (c/n 2804,1916). 70 tons’; built 
an Alabama logging enterprise; spent about two 
decades in West Virginia - first with Ralaigh 
Lumber Co. (Glen Morgan), then W.M. Ritter 
Lumber Co. (Oxley and Maben); in 1942. moved 
by Ritter to New River, Tennessee where it later 
hauled coal as Brimstone R.R. No. 36; came 
here nine years ago; because ol size and age, 
likely to remain on the deed One for some time. 
Climax No. 9 (s/n 1551.1919). 70 tons’; bu«t by 
Climax Locomotive Works, Cony, Pa., for the 
Moore-Keppel Co. (Randolph County) and las' 
used to pull coal on the Middle Folk R.R.. 
arrived here (1970) In ragged shape; a new boil¬ 
er found In Canada combines with the shop 
force's long-running Interest in tackling this pro¬ 
ject to make the future brighter than might be 
expected from Its derelict appearance; If every¬ 
thing goes well, It may be on the road In 1998. 
Shay No. 7 (c/n 3131,1920). 70 Ion*’; first used 
by Rains Lumber Co. at Cloverilck (Pocahontas 
County); in 1930, moved to be Ralne family e 
Greenbrier County job - Meadow River Lumber 
Co.; came here on lie own power In 1964 end 
entered service the next year; because of a boil¬ 
er problem, hasn't run since 1970. 

Baldwin Rod Loco No. 612 (c/n69858, 1943). 
Built for the U.S.Army Transports^ CorparK) 
operated at Fort Eustis. Va. as the Johnny D. 
Burrues' until 1971; this 2-8-0 C^^'daHon has 
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Dinner at a 'portable' Mower Lumber Company camp 
Despite losing operation on the upper half of the Cass Hill 
to January's flood, a memorable ride awaits you on the 
CSRR - to Whittaker Station, site of the new Whittaker 
Comp No 1 display. Rail equipment and structures repre¬ 
senting various focets of West Virginia togging can now be 
inspected during the 20-minule stop. An interpretive tour 
is offered of camp cars and shanties, diesel loader, four- 
wheel log train caboose and portable high-spar steam 
skidder. Whittaker Camp No. 1 is an on-going project 
which has involved thousands of volunteer hours by the 
members of Mountain State Railroad & Logging Historical 
Association, a non-profit organization based in Cass. 


•»:» ' -i ~>e Cass Town Walk’s pop- 

jtarr r ■■jrzm "h -s season s guide, Philip 

mm &»?•*• 5y me Cass history bug back in 
''x m second v»r to the CSRR and has been 
3-y -or- rearey ever since, his grasp 
at m# v* tmevy « both insightful and entertain- 
nj "he vxr % based or personal research, with¬ 
out ••'•'ente to prr/mus town walk presentations. 


Diesel log loader at 
woik near Anjean, 
Greenbrier County, 
in 1955 (or the 
Meadow River 
Lumber Co. 

Photo by Bernard Kern 
Courtesy Eric Mundy, 
trom the MSRLHA 
1093 Calendar 


Wo i mw i u' PtAKTf Regarding the Equal Opportunity 
Te llee Peciirsaa end Participate In Programs 

r n irjrr, rj /e--j rrgno Division of Nolurol 
kevxra t to prows* it brants occommodcllons. services 
9K programs to * pervy* without regard to sex. race, 
"*» og» ’rtrjrr n&rjn* oncfn, or drsab*ty Proper 
tnanan ragnaonr ond compSonce with ottlclol rules 
one regdsMans are the o rtf sources at restrictions tor 
use or program participation 
Th« mil vegrac DMw at Natural Resources Is an 
equal opportune ^emptcr/cf 


Free Supplementary Programs 
Cass Scenic Railroad State Park 

September 23-29,1996 










Cass Scenic Railroad . Park programs for a different kind of West Virginia state park 


O 0 t behind th« »c»rra with ifom _ Explore an old lumber mill town 



Cass Town Wa I k C”” 

11:15 - Saturday i* 

1:15’- Fri, Sun • 2:15’ - Sun 

Meet on the Cass Country 
Store steps fora 45-minute. 
hall-mile swing through the /H 

Cass was the headquarters 
and focus of one of the largest 

state. Learn about this isolat¬ 
ed industrial town's history, view its prominent struc¬ 
tures, and hear about what life was like here 80+ 
years ago during the boom period. 

* These lours coincide with the Cass Showcase pro¬ 
gram's conclusion and are thus subject to a 5-10 
minute delay whenever a train returns late; kindly 
wait for your guide on the Cass Country Store porch. 

Log Trains, Woodhlcks & More 

6:50 - Saturday (Dinner Train at Whittaker Station) 
On regular runs, there's a lot to be said about the log¬ 
gers' lifestyle and timbering practices that can't be 
squeezed into the short presentation at the new rail¬ 
logging display at Whittaker Station. To close out the 
Dinner Train season - and celebrate the rousing suc¬ 
cess of Whittaker Camp No.l (see back panel) - Philip 
Bagdon presents an overview of logging railroads. 
Ihen turns the program over to Keith Norman for a 
leisurely, full-length interpretive walk. Before boarding 
the train, there will be a question and answer period. 


Top Of The Morning Tour 

$ CO- Fn. Sal. Sun 

atmlallha ifrrrrfftrr'" imile walking 

, v that hx/ don’t mind getting wet 

* Attwugh tfw hfoh*gh» elements of this walk are the 

■eexwdvK' ondsroam locomotives being prepared 
vr-wr we begin by taking a look at the lumber 

- i jn nfegro non of the brgger picture - once one 

- •*>* cvjv s most productive double bandsaw and 
-. .nrx) rr*tl kx (ties as second bool' to the logging 
oce^pon* primary Charge of furnishing pulpwood 
i-v -*ve kcvd I’setf- using the ready track's in-steam 
.-vwer as examples - we pause to discuss Ephraim 
Snov s break-through design for logging locomotives 
Atovkng vtfo the dead line, we look at a Heisler and 
o ; max then compare these geared designs with 
two Shays and a Baldwin rod engine. 

After peefcng insxje the car shop, we enter a world of 
gecneod delight No two days are the same in our 
•"o-i repair facility, where attention has turned to 
"sta ng a fiue sheet in Shay 5. After watching 
some repairs, we inspect the machining bay. 

Behind-the-scenes Shop Tour, P.M. 

1:50 - Saturday 

Veer at the depot for this 55-minute, 1-mile walking 
tour, which is simlior to the morning program (see 
apovei. except we watch the 1:00 train pass on its 
return to Cass, then park. The program concludes 
wo ample time for those riding the 3:00 train to 
board The tour is limited to 20 park visitors, so 
please sign up at the depot ticket office. 


South end of Uptown Main Street. 1903 


Greenbrier Siding Deadline Stroll 

2:50 - Saturday 

Meet at the water tower, located up the tracks 
from the parking lot, for this 30-minute, 1-mile 
walk - a continuation of the Behind-the-scenes 
Locomotive Shop Tour, P.M. program. 

We walk up the former Chesapeake & Ohio Ry 
Greenbrier Subdivision for a look at an array of 
non-logging rail equipment (including four first- 
generation diesel locomolives and a sleam wreck 
crane) that has sat on the old interchange/station 
siding for a decade. Along with some nice river- 
bank scenery are reminders of the Greenbrier's 
floodstage fury. 


There will be no programs on 
days the train does not operate 


Cass Interpretive Programming 

West Virginia State Parks have traditionally offered 
exceptional programs by seosonal naturalists The 
Cass Scenic Railrood ond the old mill town - histone 
subjects that they are - call for a different spin Philip 
Bagdon Is CSRR Stale Park's Seasonal Historian A 
devotee of Cass history lor over 30 years. Phil has con¬ 
tributed his extensive research to several publications 
ond archives In 1976. while Interviewing otd-nmers 
assodat ed with the bygone roll-logging era. he resided 
In Cass and served as a train commentator 


At the time of this 'company photo' 
m 1923, the second Ireplacemenll 
l umbe r mill complex had just been 
completed ond wos runnning two 
eleven-hour shifts six days a week 
Bo»h photos on iNs page from 
logging South Cheat The History ol 
" c - Snowshoe lands by Georqe Lteike 
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New at Whittaker Station 


Above: Winter Cheat Mountain log 
Below: Dinner at a Mower Lumber 


Company camp. 


par* program ottering is the Top Ot The 
■g 'cw After visiting the repair shops, visitors 
’*» scponunriy to watch trains being pre¬ 
sses ’963. this time ol day has been a 
■ a mong radians Representative ol tlie 
termer Meadow Rrver Lumber Heisler No. 6 
i - ana smokes - it up back in 1971. 


Despite losing operation on the upper half ot the Cass Hill 
to January's flood (resumption of service to Bald Knob is 
expected in October), there is still a memorable ride 
awaiting you on the CSRR - to Whittoker Station, site of 
the new Whittaker Camp No.t display. Rail equipment and 
structures representing various facets of West Virginia tag¬ 
ging can now be inspected during the 20-minute slop. An 
interpreter leads tours Monday through Friday of the 
camp cars and shanties, diesel loader. 4-wheel caboose 
and steam-powered Lidgerwood tower skidder. Whittaker 
Camp No. 1 is on on-going project which has involved 
thousands of volunteer hours by members of the 
Mountain State Railroad & Logging Historical Association, 
a non-profit organization based in Cass. 


V a i its seventh year, the Cass Town Walk's pop- 
Jarty continues to grow.This season's guide, Philip 
Eagdon. was bitten by the Cass history bug back in 
•965 or. hts second visit to the CSRR and has been 
deciphering myth from reality ever since; his grasp 
re true history' is both insightful and entertain- 
The tour is based on personal research, with- 
reference to previous town walk presentations. 


Statement ol Policy Regarding the Equal Opportunity 
To Use Facilities and Participate In Programs 

ti the poker ot the West Virginia Division of Nolurol 
Resources to provide Its tadklies. occommodollons. services 
one) progroms to OH persons wilhoul regard to sex race 
«*»• age. rekgion. national origin, or disabthly Proper' 
txenv!< registration and compfiance with official rules 
and regimens are the only sources of restrictions lor 
taaWy use or program participation 
the West Virginia Division ol Natural Resources Is an 
equal opportunity employer * 


Diesel log loader at 
work near Anjean. 
Greenbrier County, 
in 1955 lor the 
Meadow River 
Lumber Co. 

Photo by Bernard Kern 
Courtesy Eric Mundy, 


Free Supplementary Programs 
of Cass Scenic Railroad State Park 

July 29 - August 4,1996 
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to Coss Scenic Railroad . Park programs fora different kind of West Virginia stale park 
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i Street. 1908 


Top Of Th« Morning Tour 

,Tuts. Wed 
t ^ &tt*s Tfrmnuto. i-nvte Miking 

>xr ittw tnat w dkvj'f minrf getting wet 
i t ^ v / yy dbf 

lryn me <~rm ttenbar mill, once one ol the 
• -jv S m «♦ pr«* double bandsaw and planing 

r-." tootles os second boot’ to the logging opera- 
vn , prrKTY iterge of famishing spruce pulpwood. 

ntrxtrr) v *te vu-d. we watch Shays being pre- 
-.-.vj rvt dscuss the.r fascinating design. Moving 
cvi -c the dead Sne. we took at a Heisler and Climax 
amorne ’hen compare these geared engines 
••two Shays and a rod engine. 

■i-e- se-oong Tside the car shop, we enter a world of 
geryieod deign' No two days are the same inside 
ocr man repair faciify 

Presenty. 162-ton monster Shay. 'Big 6' lex-Western 
Maryland is undergoing final assembly after heavy 
stepping Besides pausing to watch the work on No. 
6. we Tspect original Cass Shay, No. 5, and the 
step's machining bay. 

. ew-vg me day's octive CSRR power come lo life and 
switch the yard rounds out the lour 

Behind-the-scenes Shop Tour, P.M. 

1:45 - Mon, Thurs 

Fc y 'nose unable to 'early-bird-it' Isee above I, this 
55-minute walk is a repeat program, except there 
ore no s'earnin'. smokin'Shays. The tour is limited to 
15 park visitors, so please sign up at the ticket office. 


At the time of this 'company 
photo' in 1923. the second Coss 
lumber mill (decidedly high- 
tech for its eral hod just been 
'omplered ond was operating 
it hr»jri daiy except Sunday 

This photo and top right trom 
logging Smith Cheal 
The I tuny cl the Snowshoe 
Londi by George De*e 


Cass Town Walk 

1:10'- Sun, Fri, Sal 
3:10" - Saturday 
5:05’ - Sun, Mon, Thurs, Fri 
Meet on the Cass Country Store steps for this enter¬ 
taining 30-minute, hall-mile swing through the old 
company town - built between 1902 and 1908. 

Cass was the headquarters and focus of one of the 
largest lumbering operations in the state. Learn about 
this isolated industrial town's history, view its promi¬ 
nent structures, and hear about what life was like here 
80+ years ago. A tour brochure is provided for supple¬ 
mentary information about Old Cass and the park's 
on-going rennovation of the former company town. 

* These tours coincide with the Cass Showcase pro¬ 
gram's conclusion and are thus subject to a 5-10 
minute delay whenever a train returns late; kindly 
wait for your guide on the Cass Country Store porch. 

Log Trains, Woodhlcks & More 

7:00 p.m. - Fr iday 

Meet on porch of the Cass Country Store for this 
45-minute presentation concluding with a question- 
and-answer time. Featured guest is Keith Norman, 
Whittaker Camp No. 1 's interpreter. Philip Bagdon 
opens the program with an overview of the once- 
immense Cass rail-logging operation. 

There's a lot to be said about the loggers' lifestyle and 
timbering practices that can't be squeezed into the 
short walk-through presentation at the new Whittaker 
Camp No.l display, so join us for the rest of the story. 


Senior Citizens and Disabled Persons' 
Van Tour 

3:45" - Sunday and Saturday 
For those unable to endure a half-mile walk, this 20- 
minute motoring version of the town tour is limited to 
14 visitors. Reservations must be placed at the depot 
ticket office by 3:30. Departure is from the foot of the 
Cass Country Store steps. 

* Please note that the CSRR State Park vehicle is not 
equipped with a handicap lift. 


There will be no programs on 
Tuesday and Wednesday, July 30-31 


Cass Interpretive Programming 

West Virginia Parks hove traditionally offered 
exceptional progroms by seasonal naturalists. 
The Coss Scenic Railroad ond the old mill town - 
historic subjects (hot they are - call for a different 
spin Philip Bagdon is CSRR Stale Park's Seasonal 
Historian. A devotee of Cass history for over 30 
years, Phil hos contributed his extensive 
research lo several publications and archives In 
1976, while interviewing old-timers associated 
with the logging and railroad era. he resided in 
Cass and served as a CSRR train commentator 









Cass: Where History Comes Mwe\ 

Whittaker Camp No.1 


Aerial Log Skidding 


Camp Shanty Display 


tnding 96 feet above its base, Meadow 
; the largest ‘portable high steel spar skid- 
- •*-- >-“t Here, it is working a set north- 
1956. To the rear is a ‘lowside 
esel log loader (now also at 
which is spotted for resupply, 
lohnson, MSR&LHA 1993 Calendar 


With tower star 
River No.1 was 
der 1 to operate ii 

east of Anjean ...- 

coal tender and the die 
Whittaker Camp No. 1) - 
Photo by Wally J< 

Introduced on the Cass logging job by West Virginia 
Pulp and Paper Co., 'portable high steel spar (tower) 
skidders initially reached timber that was inaccessible 
to horse teams due to terrain and/or distance. Five 
second-hand steam skidders were acquired between 
1922 and 1928. Skidding became the primary means 
of moving logs to rail loading sites after Mower 
Lumber acquired the operation in 1942. The final skid- 
der set’ was located at Old Spruce, after depleting tim¬ 
ber atop Bald Knob in June 1960. 

Tower skidders were used by several of the larger 
West Virginia rail-logging enterprises. Although aH 
remaining 'Cass skidders' were scrapped in late 1960 
and early 1961, the State Park is blessed with a truly 
beefy example - built by Meadow River Lumber from 
‘stock parts' in 1944 and donated by that company s 
successor, Georgia-Pacific Corporation, in 1972. 


TL camp No i s reproductions of skilled 

crowd e a glimpse into a bygone 
;.r£eT£LTof eight original and long-gone 
Kibe adfacen, to a camp tram (top 
- iQ46 on the head of Shavers Fork. 

West V.iama and Regional History Collection 
West Virginia University Library 

Structures utilized during both eras of Cass- 
refated logging camps (stationary and move- 
able) woods camp shanties served a variety 
of uses. Originally. 2-story structures housed 
the wood crews, while small shanties - like 
those above - housed skilled workers. 
Introduction of camp trains ended the use of 
bunk houses, but the use of small shanties to 
house skilled workers - such as the filer (who 
kept the saws and axes sharp) - continued 
until the mill's closure in June 1960. 


Greenbri 


After serving tor 32 years in the woods - 

County, this Meadow River Lumber Co. diesel log 
loader - shown here with the job’s Shay No. 5 near 
Anjean, c. 1955 - is now one of six pieces of rail-log¬ 
ging equipment at CSRR's Whittaker Camp No.1 

Photo by Bernard J.Kern, MSRLHA t993 Calendar 

Whittaker Camp No.1, new for 1996, compli¬ 
ments your memorable steam-powered ride 
over a former logging railroad with a glimpse 
into the heart of the matter - the high-volume 
timbering which spawned Ihe Immense rail 
operation (at its peak more than 130 miles of 
mainline and woods spur track). 

This display offers not only a look at rail-log¬ 
ging equipment, but also relates Ihe routine 
workaday lives of those stalwart men who 
labored in the woods and thus made West 
Virginia's tumultuous lumbering era possible 
An interpretive commentary is offered five 
days a week; at other times, CSRR passen¬ 
gers are invited to explore Camp No. 1 inde¬ 
pendently via interpretive signs which offer an 
overview of life in the woods and techniques 
for bringing in saw logs. 


References 

Further investigation of Cass rail-logging and West 
Virgnia lumbering in general is available via the fol¬ 
lowing publications on sale at outlets adjacent to the 
CSRR depot: 

On Beyond Leatherbark: The Cass Saga 
by Roy B. Clarkson; McClain Publishing Co., 
Parsons; 2nd printing, 1994 
Logging South Cheat: The History of the Snowshoe 
Lands by George Deike. Cass; 2nd printing, 1993 
West Virginia Logging Railroads by Bill Warden; 

TLC Publishing Co.. Lynchburg. Va„ 1993 
Tumult On The Mountains: Lumbering in West 
Virginia, 1770-1920 by Roy B. Clarkson; McClain 
Publishing Co.. Parsons; 9th printing, 1992 
The Log Train. Mountain State Railroad & Logging 
Historical Association's quarterly journal has pub¬ 
lished a vast array of material for over 12 years. 
Back issues are handled by Country Craft Junction. 
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Multiple logs attached 
to choker chains 


Skidder ot log landing 


In a Cass-related skidder diagram, a 'trip of logs' 


In a Cass-related skidder diagram, a 'trip of logs’ is en 
route to the railroad landing from the tail tree. Meadow 
River No.l, the display's skidder. was capable of bringng 
in logs at a minimum of 50 feet off the ground from up to 
3.000 feet away. 

From Logging South Cheat The History 
of the Snowshoe Lands by George Deike 


Cass, West Virginia 


issue.. 






In brief: The Whittaker Camp No. 1 Display 


grating the 59-year lumbering heritage of the Cass Scenic Railroad, 1901-1960 


Whiltaksf Comp Mo 1 is an 
on-going p»o|ed which - [ 

besides grows and generous 
private financial support - 
has involved thousands of 
volunteer hours by members 

of the Cass-based Mountain 
State Roilroad & logging 
Historical Association 
Interpretive services are 
provided in affiliation with 
the West Virginia University 
Deportment of History's Public 
History Program 

For information about 
Mountain Slate Railroad & 
logging Historical Assoc. 
please write P 0 Box 89. 
Cass. WV 24927 


1. Representative Shanty 
2. Filer's Shanty 
3. Surveyor/Cruiser's Shanty 
4. Kitchen/Dining Car 
5 Lobby/Bunk Car 
6. Diesel Log Loader and 
Skeleton Steel Log Car 
7. Standard Steel Log Flatcar 

8. Four-wheel Logging 

Caboose 

9. Lidgerwood Skidder 

10. Future Coal Tender 


ty »U» CXM4 Sec-V* D**o Collection 

r -\pr» than 40 years of occupying two- 

scr * .vw.v guar»e•*. -jgged Vroodhick s' work- 
3 j ob found 'hemseives adopting to a 
tr— y a .--/—oOcrorts Soon after Mower 
„r-cw Jcv-cxsn> bought out the Cass operation, 
iVeoer - ***« new general manoger - instituted 
oortp Torts *3 cut expenses Weber came from 
•AkxSow "he- ^moer Company, based in Rainelle. 
Ow n cre r County, where this housing practice had 
ns"jfeci n the early 1930s 
The Cass vtoc commenced work on the camp sets in 
•re i-u a 'o'a of 17 cars were constructed from 
oggrg hat:Mower camp trains consisted of 3- 
»4 :xr« cars, a obby car. dining car and kitchen car. 

'945 and 1956. there were two comps in 
3oe*Tj«on men. for the last two years of rail-logging, 
'here renamed one moveable grouping 

Th* <k* cr gna comp cor. No. 419, now a combined 
eaoff&x* rendering, ts oined by a facsimile created 
f ’960 *sp«jyed os a combined kitchen/dining car. 


Parked scenic 
railroad train 


Rail Equipment Roster 

Kitchen/Dining Car (4). Built from one of the remaining Four-wheel Caboose (8). This "bobber' rode the rear of 
Cass logging flatcars, this is on adaptation of the kitchen log trains out of Swandale (Clay Counlyl, where its last 
and dining cars of Mower Lumber Co. camp trains. owner, Georgia-Pacific Corp, was preceded by W.M 

SS S r fi 65315 W ?tS »£ » 

S 0hi ° ances l-V' l * wos donated In .964, 

pari of the last camp train in 1960. Its side door was Lidgerwood Skidder [ 9). Home-built by the Rainelle shop 
added in 1969 while serving os CSRR's 'sand house.' f rom Lidgerwood parts in 1944, Meadow River Lumber Co 
Diesel Log Loader (6a). Built in 1939 by Meadow River No.J's service ended when it failed boiler inspection in 
Lumber Co.'s shop in Rainelle. this large, powerful Tong '* to Cass six years later Doubte-heacBng 

free' device wos active unlit 1970; it come toCoss In 197^. Sn"1he"“' 

Skeleton Steel Log Car (6b) One of 24 such cars donated 

to CSRR in 1972, Meadow River Lumber 'B-12’ now carries Skidder Tender (10). A representative cool-supply car for 
the log loader. Many of the current excursion cars were the skidder is slated to be installed here in the near future 
built from these MRLbrCo steel skeleton log cars Wood Logging f/o/cor j^ (e were over 200 ol these 40- 

Standard Steel Logging Flatcar (7). this 40-toot flat, used foot flats used at Cass by West Virginia Pulp APaper dur- 
by Elk River Coal & Lumber and its successors, wos one ol ing the lumbering heydoy Part of jhe original CSRR excur- 
several cars donated by Georgia-Pacific Corp. in 1967. For sion train and the only extanl 'native' log car. ■> 
about two decades it served as a Bald Knob all-weather ly spotted on the old company store siding lead In ca 
car before being retired due to o bad axle. awaiting restoration by MSR&LHA volunteers 


Phil Bogdon Collection 




The late , great old shop 


r -e *rsf shop - built in 1901 - was single-track and 
"izxiz e of servicing two locomotives simultaneously. 
• was replaced in early 1923 by a significanlly-larger 
set of connected structures. To CSRR-era railfans, 
Snap No 2 was akin to a time machine in terms of its 
ovemeod belt-driven machinery. 

A moor factor in replacing the 1901 shop was West 
/rginia Pulp & Papers Co.'s ordering of a monster 
C ass C Shay 1154 tons as built by Lima Locomotive 
Works - rostered as No. 121; apparently clearance 
restnctions prohibited access. It was too big to fit. 

1 is certain that the 1922 blaze, which leveled the 
band saw and planing mills, significantly delayed 
competion of the new shop and foundry/pattern 
house complex By the time work resumed, the first of 
numerous tower skidders had been acquired; thus, 
as completed, the north bay's upper end sported a 
pair of huge doors to accommodate these tall steam- 
powered logging devices. 

The 50-year shop' was built of the same surplus 
World War l corrugated sheet metal from Fort Meade, 
Md used for the 1921 mill boiler house and a new 
hay/grain storoge facility (today's Cass Showcase) 


Ruins of the big Cass Mill 



This 1971 view shows the south end ot the huge mill 
complex with C&O tracks in left foreground. The floor¬ 
ing storage building's surviving brick fire wall is visible 
on the right side of the structure closest to the tracks. 
First of the complex to go was the end of the planing 
mill (at right), which collapsed in 1974. 



Both photos on this page Philip Bagdon 


Shown above is the ‘long side' of the double bandsaw 
mill as it appeared 24 years ago. The carriage ran 
back and forth on its 'shotgun feed' (left foreground), 
with the band saw itself formerly situated in middle 
frame. Fire leveled the bandsaw mill in 1982; four 
years earlier the planing mill and flooring storage build¬ 
ings went up in smoke. 


Phil Bagdon, CSRR State Park’s Seasonal Historian 
and 32-year veteran of the Cass Experience, had big 
fun while exploring and photographing the mill com¬ 
plex between 1974 and 1976. Looking back somewha^ 
in horror, he is thankful not have ‘bought the farm’ by 
falling through a soft, rotted floor. 


Statement of Policy Regarding The Equal Opportunity 
To Use Facilities and Participate In Programs 

It Is the policy of the West Virginia Division of Nalural 
Resources to provide its facilities, accommodations, 
services and programs to all persons without regard to 
sex. race, color, age. religion, national origin, or disability 
Proper licenses, registration and compliance with official 
rules and regulations ore the only sources of restrictions 
for facility use or program participation. 

The West Virginia Division of Natural Resources 
is an equal opportunity employer' 


Cass Shop 

Top 01 The Morning Tour 
Behind-the-scenes Shop Tour P.M. 

Locomotive repair and maintenance requirements 
for a steam railroad cait for not only a well- 
equipped facility but also an experienced shop 
staff. The Cass Scenic Railroad is blessed with both 
Throughout the year there is activity here-, during 
the off season, road crew personnei - conductors, 
engineers and firemen - join the regular shop 
employees to comprise a 14-man work force 

Presently, former Western Maryland No. 6 ICSRR's 
Big Six), the last Shay built and second largest out- 
shopped by Lima Locomotive Works of Lima, Ohio, 
ts undergoing final reassembly. 

Upcoming projects include-, a replacement Hue 
sheet for original Cass Shay No 5 (built in 1905 and 
currently on Shop Track No. 2); oil-lo-coal grate 
conversion of ex-Feather River Shay No. 3 (pur¬ 
chase agreement was recently announced, ship¬ 
ment from California pending), o new boiler lot 
Heisler No. 6; and top-to-botlom renovation of ex- 
Moore Keppel Lumber Co. Climax No. 6. 

Today's shop was placed into service during 1976. 
four years after fire destroyed the 1923 complex 
The adjacent car shop was erected In 1973 to meet 
the interim repair needs. 

There's more to the Top of the Morning Tour and 
Behind-the-scenes Shop Tour. PM than an inter¬ 
pretation of the shop, the saga of locomotive repair 
is pari of o walking tour which includes a took at 
the mill ruins and an array of motive power and 
rolling stock on the yard's dead line. 

Please refer to This Week At Cass (available in 
brochure form at the depot ticket office) for the five- 
day-a-week schedule All supplementary pro¬ 
grams are offered free of charge. 


Cass Scenic Railroad State Park 

Cass, West Virginia 


Cass Scenic 


Railroad Park programs for a different kind of West Virginia state park 


> You are asked lo walch your step and keep tabs on all small children! 


xm 


Machining Bay: 

Lathes, wheel lathe, drill presses, 
shaper, radial arm drill, hacksaw, 
milling machine, etc. 


What's 

in 

the 

Shop 


Shay No. 2 (c/n 3320. 1928). Lima Pacific Coast model - 96 
’ins’ superheated: the only PC built as a wood-burner; logic 
«ti u o^ed its conversion to oil before operation in British 
Cc'^~t'-a as Mayo Lbr. Co. No. 4; then Lake Logging Co., 
Ltd No 5. Western Forest Industries No. 5, and Railway 
Appi a-ices Research (Vancouver Wharfs Ltd.) No.114; came 
to Cass m ’970 and made its operational debut at Railfan 
Weekend 1972; grates converted for coal in 1985. 


Shay No. 4 (c/n 3189,1922). 70-tons'; originally Birch Valley ; 
Lbr. Co., Tioga (Nicholas County), No. 5; involved in a run- j 
away which killed four; came to Cass in 1943 as Mower Lbr. 
Co. No. 4 and was not only the last logging Shay but also the 
first road engine of the Cass Scenic R.R.; in 1993 a thorough 
shopping was completed; with the track to Bald Knob 
expected to reopened in October, No. 4 will serve as the 
pusher (helper) engine. 


Shopped Power 

Shay No. 6 (c/n 3354, 1945). Lima class 150-3, superheat- roster for two full operating seasons; due back on the road, 
ed. the Iasi and second largest Shay built; plans of 'Cass No. working the Cass-Whittaker turnarounds, in September. 

12' - m its original. 154-ton' 3-truck form - were used as Shay No. 5 (c/n 1503, 1905). 80 tons'; came to Cass new 
foundational design; pulled coal on the Western Maryland’s for the Greenbrier & Elk River R.R., W.Va. Spruce Lbr. Co.’s 
Chaffee Branch for only a few years; displayed in Baltimore railroad out of Cass - the oldest and longest operating Shay 
at the BSO Railroad Museum for over 25 years before com- here; its cylinders were cracked in 1958 while serving the 
ing here in 1980 (in a long-term trade for Shay No.1 and Cass mill’s dry kiln plant as a steam source, thus was inop- 
Porter 0-4-0T No. 714); in 1981, operated for the first time in erable when the State acquired the railroad in 1962; after 
28 years, used sparingly until service on the Cass-Durbin repair, it was placed in service during 1965; flue sheets are 
Run (1984-85); extensive shopping has removed it from the due for replacement during the upcoming off-season. 


The Dead Une 

Today’s dead line track came into existence 
in 1973 when the coaling siding was extend¬ 
ed. The upper end ot the track now used tor 
parking excursion trains was Mower Lumber 
Co.'s dead line, where prior to scrapping. No 
I 12, the largest Shay ever to operate (in 1933 
converted to a four-truck - 'Class D' - model 
: weighing 197 tons), and No. 13 (an ex-C&O 
; 150-ton tour-trucker) sat lor about 15 years. 

; In order from the lower end of the siding are: 
Helsler No. 6 (c/n 1591,1929). 90 tons', one ot 
the largest units out-shopped by Heisler ot Erie, 

: Pa.; originally served Hog Hollow Tile Co. ol 
; New Bethlehem, Pa., then spent over 25 years 
; in Greenbrier County working as Meadow River 
| Lbr. Co. No. 6; came to Cass under Its own 
power in 1966 and debuted on the CSRR in May 
1968; a boiler that failed inspection places It out- 
: of-service until 1998. 

Shay No. 36. (c/n 2804,1916). 70 tons'; lirst 
operated by an Alabama logger, then spent 
many years In West Virginia - first with Raleigh 
Lbr. Co. (Glen Morgan), then W.M. Ritter Lbr. 
Co. (Oxley and Maben); in 1942, moved by 
Ritter to Tennessee where it later hauled coal as 
Brimstone R.R. No. 36; came In poor condition 
lo Cass nine years ago; because ot Its size and 

I age, likely to remain on the dead line for years. 
Climax No. 9 (s/n 1551,1919). 70 tons'; built by 
Climax Locomotive Works of Corry, Pa. lor 
Randolph County’s Moore Keppel Lumber Co. 
as its No. 6 and last used to move coal on the 
Middle Fork Railroad; came to Cass (1970) in 
ragged shape and subsequently caught In the 
shop fire; a boiler found in Canada combines 
with the shop force’s long-running Interest In 
tackling this project combine to makes Its future 
brighter than might be expected; if all goes well, 
It is expected to be on the road by 1998. 

Shay No. 7 (c/n 3131,1920). 70 tons'; first used 
by Raine Lbr. Co. at Cloverlick (Pocahontas 
County), then during an extended period oper¬ 
ated by Meadow River Lbr. Co.; came to Cass 
on its own power in 1964 and entered service 
the next year; hasn't run since 1972. 

Baldwin 2-8-0 Rod Loco No. 612 (c/n 69858. 
1943). Built for the U.S. Army Transportation 
Corp and operated at Fort Eus'is. Virginia untij 
\ 1971. when it came to Cass; this Consolidation 

has never run here (until the 1985 
ended Cass-Durbin Runs, was considered ideal 
as the water level route’s future power). 


* Factory designation. Engine weighed more in operating condition (coal, water, tools, etc.). 

Celebrating the 59-year lumbering heritage ot thecass^^ 
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Camp Shanty Display 


High-line Aerial Skidding 


Wwiiip 


k * 


«r» of *vn*d 


SXT 



With towor standing 96 feet above its base. Meadow 
River No. t was the largest 'portable high steel spar skid- 
der‘ to operate in the East. Here, It is working a set north¬ 
east ol Anjean In June 1956. To the rear is a Mowside' 
coal tender and the company's diesel log loader - which 
is spotted lor luel resupply. 

Photo by Wally Johnson, MSR&LHA 1993 Calendar 




jctawt uNUvd dwng both eras of Cass- 
camps 'Stationary and move- 
P camp s/ianties served a variety 

m CragraVy 2-story structures housed 
■ood c r ews, wbde sma* shanties - like 
* jtove - noosed skilled workers. 

dueler o# camp tracts ended the use of 
i houses but the use of small shanties to 
e stut&i wooers - such as the filer (who 
the saws and axes sharp) - continued 
the mfl $ closure in June 1960. 



References 

Fw«wr wu tytan of Cass rail-logging and West 
I'rj-j c-ter'5 -i general is available via the fol- 
Mra pifikeabons on safe at outlets adjacent to the 

Or. Beye^-d Leatherbark The Cass Saga 
tp R-.-ir 8 Cartoon. McClain Publishing Co., 
Parsons: 2nd printing, 1994 
• l W'» Soi/b Cheat The History of the Snowshoe 
Le'.to c» George Oeike. Cass; 2nd printing, 1993 
iWjr Logpng Railroads by Bill Warden; 

1LC Pubkshng Co , Lynchburg, Va„ 1993 
fumxj/r On The Mountains Lumbering in West 
V.r 9 n:t 1770 t920 by Roy B. Clarkson; McClain 
Pubkshv»g Co.. Parsons; 91h printing. 1992 
T n« i og Tram Mountain State Railroad & Logging 
Historical Association's quarterly journal has pub- 
t*heo a vast array ol material lor over 12 years. 
Back issues are handled by Country Cralt Junction. 


Introduced on the Cass logging job by West Virginia 
Pulp and Paper Co., 'portable high steel spar’ (tower) 
skidders initially reached timber that was inaccessible 
to horse teams (due to terrain and/or distance). Five 
second-hand steam skidders were acquired by 
WVP&PCo between 1922 and 1928. Skidding became 
the primary means ol moving logs to rail loading sites 
after Mower Lumber acquired the operation in 1942. 
The (inal 'set' was located at Old Spruce, after deplet¬ 
ing timber atop Bald Knob in June 1960. 

Tower skidders were used by several of the larger 
West Virginia rail-logging enterprises. Although all 
remaining 'Cass skidders' were scrapped in late 1960 
and early 1961, the State Park is blessed with a truly 
beefy example - built by Meadow River Lumber from 
'stock parts' in 1944 and donated by that company's 
successor, Georgia-Pacific Corporation, in 1972. 



In a Cass-related skidder diagram, a 'trip of logs' is en 
route to the railroad landing from the tail tree. Meadow 
River No. 1, the display's skidder. was capable o< bringing 
in logs at a minimum of 50 feet off the ground from up to 
3,000 feet away. 

From Logging South Cheat: The History 
of the Snowshoe Lands by George Deike 


Cass. Where History Comes Alive'. 

Whittaker Camp No.l 



After serving for 32 years in the woods ot Greenbror 
County, this Meadow River Lumber Co. diesel log 
loader - shown here with the job's Shay No. 5 near 
Anjean, c. 1955 - is now one oi six pieces ot rail-log¬ 
ging equipment at CSRR's Whittaker Camp No.i 

Photo by Bernard J.Kem, MSRLHA1993 Calendar 

Whittaker Camp No.i, new for 1996, compli¬ 
ments your memorable steam-powered ride 
over a former logging railroad wilh a glimpse 
into the heart of the matter - the high-volume 
timbering which spawned the once-immense 
rail operation (at its peak more than 130 miles 
of mainline and woods spur track). 

This display offers not only a look at rail-log¬ 
ging equipment, but also relates the routine 
workaday lives of those stalwart men who 
labored in the woods and thus made West 
Virginia's lumultuous lumbering era possible. 
An interpretive commentary is offered five 
days a week; at other times, CSRR passen¬ 
gers are invited to explore Camp No. 1 inde¬ 
pendently via interpretive signs which offer an 
overview of life in the woods and techniques 
for bringing in saw logs. 


Cass Scenic Railroad State Park 

Cass, West Virginia 


Park programs for a different kind of West Virginia state park 



The Dead Line 


Celebrating the 59 year lumbering heritage of the Cass Scenic Railroad. 1901-1960 


ass 



In brief: The Whittaker Camp No. 1 Display 


Whittaker Camp No 1 is on 
on-going proiect which - 
besides grants and generous 
privote financial support - 
has involved thousands of 
volunteer hours by members 
of the Cass-based Mountain 
State Railroad & Logging 
Historical Association. 
Interpretive services are 
provided'm of filiation with 
the West Virginia University 
Department of History's Public 
History Program 

For Information about 
5 Mountain Stole Railroad & 
logging Historical Assoc, 
please write P.O. Box 89. 

I Cass. WV 24927. 


I. Representative Shanty 
2 Filer's Shanty 
3. Surveyor/Cruiser's Shanty 
4. Kitchen/Dining Car 
5. Lobby/Bunk Car 
6. Diesel Log Loader and 
Skeleton Steel Log Car 
7. Standard Steel Log Flatcar 

8. Four-wheel Logging 

Caboose 

9. Lidgerwood Skidder 
to. Future Coal Tender 


r»vv b-jc» Crcttnl Georgs Deike Collection 

ft tMi dV marc Than 40 years of occupying Iwo- 
,,v., quarto's, ragged woodhick s' work- 

. ass rot) found themselves adapting to a 
y accommodations. Soon after Mower 
Cy~ 2 <T -.y bought out the Cass operation, 
: iScoer - the new general manager - instituted 

,amc *3«s tc cut expenses Weber came from 
Msatowr Sbve' .umber Company, based in Rainelle, 
C-nenC'e' County. where this housing practice had 
X**- ns* \<ed n the early 1930s. 
r ne Cass shoo commenced work on the camp sets in 
re a '-c'a of !7 cars were constructed from for¬ 
mer bogkig flatcars Mower camp trains consisted of 
:• 'o-4 dun* ca's a ooby car, dining car and kitchen 
car Between 1945 and !95fl, there were two camps 
n operation, ’n^-, for the last two years of rail-log- 
gng. 'ne'e remained one moveable grouping. 

The ast ty ginat camp car. No 419, now a combined 
ooby/txrrk ’endeong. joins a facsimile created in 
' 980 yvd displayed as a combined kitchen/dining car. 


Parked scenic 
railroad train 


Rail Equipment Roster 

Kitchen/Dining Car (4). Built from one of the remaining Four-wheel Caboose (B). This 'bobber' rode the rear of 
Cass logging flatcars, this is an adaptation of the kitchen log trains out of Swandale IClay County), where its losl I 
and dining cars of Mower Lumber Co. camp trains. owner, Georgia-Pacific Corp, wos preceded by W M 

C„ mp car No. £ ,51. A , = Wes, WJ 

part of the last camp train in 1960. Its side door was Lidgerwood Skidder (9) Home-built by the Roinelle shop 
added in 1969 while serving os CSRR's 'sand house.' f tom Lidgerwood parts in 1944, Meadow River lumber Co 
Diesel Log Loader (6a) Built in 1939 by Meadow River NalI's service ended when it failed boiler inspection In 
Lumber Co.'s shop in Rainelle, this large, powerful 'long ^6; it came to Cass six years later. Double-heading 
tree' device was active until 1970; it came to Cass in 1972 Shays brought the Udgerwoodto WWlItjer" WW ; con ‘ 

siderable work remains, including raising the tower 

Skeleton Steel Log Car (6b) One of 24 such cars donated 

to CSRR in 1972, Meadow River Lumber 'B-12' now carries Skidder Tender (10) A representative coal-supply car for 
the log loader. Many of the current excursion cars were the skidder is slated to be installed here in the near future 
built from these MRLbrCo steel skeleton log cars. ^ood Logg Flatcar ^ were over 200 of these 40- 

Slandard Steel Logging Flatcar (7). This 40-foot flat, used foot flats used at Cass by West Virginia Pulp & Pap« f dur- 

by Elk River Coal & Lumber and its successors, was one of ing the lumbering heyday Pari of the original CSRR excur- 
several cars donated by Georgia-Pacific Corp. in 1967 For sion train and the only extant 'native' log car it is curreni- 

aboul two decades it served as a Bald Knob all-weather ly spotted on the old company store siding lead in Cass 

car before being retired due to a bad axle. awaiting restoration by MSR&IHA volunteers. 


lime ci a Mower camp, c 1948 


Phil Bagdon Colledlon 


Sofefy First is pracliced here: You 


are asked to watch your step and keep tabs on all small children! 
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New of Whittaker Station 






!’ M . 

^•11 

'll 


> - -*- 









































; 


Coss Scenic Railroad Park programs for a different kind of West Virginia state park 


0 *r behind the scenes with ifam Explore an old lumber mill town 





Cass Town Walk 

1:10’- Sun. Frl, Sal 
3:10’ - Saturday 
5:05 ’ - Mon, Thurs, Fri, Sun 
Meet on the Cass Country 
Store steps 30-minute, hall- 
mile swing through the old 
company town built between 
1902 and 1908. 

Cass was the headquarters 
and focus of one of the largest 
lumbering operations in the 
stale. Learn about this isolated 
industrial town's history, view its prominent structures, 
and hear about what Irf e was like here 80+ years ago. 
A tour brochure is provided for supplementary infor¬ 
mation about Old Coss and the park's on-going ren- 
novation of the former company town, placed in 1981 
on the National Registry of Historical Places. 

* These lours coincide with the Coss Showcase pro¬ 
gram's conclusion and are thus subject to a 5-10 
minute delay whenever a train returns late; kindly 
wail for your guide on the Cass Country Store porch. 


Every-other Saturday 
this season, long out 
of service Shay No. 7 is 
back in steam - at 
least on screen in the 
Cass Scenic Railroad 
Early Years slide show 
IP Bagdon photo, 19681 


Top Of The Morning Tour 

, 

v juv* W mo 'V-mKKrte. i-mtie walking 
t*wd n’t* don't mmd getting net 


- it™-* the rn« lumber me. once one of the 

t ondpfan ng 

-J as second boar to the logging opero- 

i,-,- 4 ;w-T. emerge at furnishing spruce pctlpwood 
Ccrewog to the *o-d we watch Shays being pre- 
.-vr» J jvt dsc.iss "te r lose:noting design Moving 
ai to the dead ine. we look at a Heisler and Climax 
**>en compare these geared engines 
•*“i *wo Shays and a rod engine 
A-v' oeoung aside the car shop, we enter o world 
y g eameod deSgh’ No two days are the same 
our man repair facSity. 

>esen'x 162-ton monster Shay. "Big 6" (ex-Weslern 
Varyand is undergoing final assembly after heavy 
shocong Besides pausing to watch the work on No. 
t we r-tsxct cvgln o' 1905 Cass Shay. No 5, and the 
shop's mochning bay 

Viewing the day's active power come to life and 
swton the yard rounds out the tour 

Behind-the-scenes Shop Tour, P.M. 

1:45-Mon, Thurs 

'nose unable to 'eariy-bird-it' Isee above I, this 
5S-mmu»e walk is a repeat program, except there 
vena steamin', smokin' Shays. The tour is limited to 
'5 pert visitors, so please sign up at the ticket office. 


At *he time oI this 'company 
photo in 1923. the second Coss 
'•.mb er mill (decidedly high- 
tech for t s erol hod just been 
"jmpleted ond was operating 
; ' hours dairy except Sunday. 

this photo and lop nghl from 
logging South Cheat 
the If story nr the Snows hoe 
lands by George Pe*e 


Cass Interpretive Programming 

West Virginia Porks have traditionally ottered 
exceptional programs by seasonal naturalists The 
Cass Scenic Railroad and the old mill town - his¬ 
toric subjects thot they are - call for a different 
spin Philip Bagdon is CSRR Stale Pork's Seasonal 
Historian A devotee ot Coss history for over 30 
years, Phil has contributed his extensive research 
to several publications and archives In 1976. while 
interviewing old-timers associated with the log¬ 
ging and railroad era, he resided in Cass and 
served as a CSRR train commentator 


South end of Uptown Main Street. 1908 

Cass Scenic Railroad Early Years 

7:30 p.m. -Saturday 

Meet in the Cass Community Center (Front 
Street) for this 60-minute slideshow featuring 
1964-69 period images by the late Vincent 
Bagdon: other views, narration by Phil Bagdon 
Celebrating long-gone views which made the CSRR 
so special during its first decade, this program 
investigates a rather unsung aspect of rail-related 
history. Journey back to the 1964-75 period and see 
the original equipment, old shop, intact mill, Shay 
No.7, Mower Lumber camp train cars, and more. 


There will be no programs on 
Tuesday and Wednesday, August 6-7 


Cere 


Cass Scenic Railroad 


CE 1 


. parK programs 101 < 

“ rimt k nracttced here You are asked to watch your step and keep tabs on all small 


A» grand heritage In a modern wrapper: The Cass Shops 


The Dead Line 








severf yea* the Cass Town Walk's pop- 
to grow Tha season's guide, Philip 
Segyr « *•. t ’•*' tiy The Cass history bug back in 
'Vbi v tcccnd v i# to the CSRR and has been 
•3*0c*e***; myt* trom *ea,«fy ever since; his grasp 
d the *r*e ►atvy a both insightful and entertain- 
r.- ***; tour i cased on personal research, with¬ 
out f e‘e*ence to previous town walk presentations. 


i the Tcv Of The 
w shops, visitors 
i being prepared 
been a favorite 
w action, former 
ie* No 6 steams 


L 


of Ro4«ry Regarding the Equal Opportunity 
To Uea Facibtiea and Participate In Programa 

« <1 the i/Mi of the Wmj /vgcwj DMston of Natural 
rw/iri to pvwM itt to'*'«*.. ocwnmodaltons. services 
and program*, to ol persons without regard to sex. race. 

• do« og* wfcjrn nov>ml origin, or disaMHy Proper 
krensei regretraion ond compfionce wHh official rules 
ona r&pJotrsr. ore the only sources of restrictions for 
locdity use or program parllcipalion 
The vrgwa Dm son of Natural Resources Is an 
equal opportunity employer 


Whittaker Camp No.l 


Cass: Where History Comes Alive! 



Now at Whlttakar Station 


Despite losing operation on the upper half of Ihe Cass Hill 
to January's flood (resumption of service to Bald Knob is 
expected in October), a memorable ride owaits you on the 
CSRR - to Whittaker Station, site of the new Whittaker 
Comp No. 1 display. Rail equipment and structures repre¬ 
senting various facets of West Virginia logging can now be 
inspected during the 20-minute stop. Monday through 
Fridoy, an interpretive tour is offered of camp cars and 
shanties, diesel loader, 4-wheel log train caboose and 
portable high-spar steam skidder. Whittaker Comp No.l is 
an on-going project which has involved thousands of 
volunteer hours by the members of Mountain State 
Railroad & logging Historical Association, a non-profit 
organization based in Cass. 


Diesel log loader al 
work near Anjean, 
Greenbrier County, 
in 1955 tor the 
Meadow River 
Lumber Co. 

Photo by Bernard Kern 
Courtesy Eric Mundy, 
from the MSRLHA 
1993 Calendar 




This Week At Cass 


Free Supplementary Programs 
3ass Scenic Railroad State Park 
Anniict IQ-96 1996 
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^Qss Scenic Railroad . . . Park oroarams fora different kind of West Virainio state park 





Railroad Park programs for a different kind of West Virginia state park 




mcrnnm* with •♦•am 


Explore an old lumber mill town 



Cass Town Walk 


Of TN> Morning Tour 


5:10 * - Mon, Wed, Thurs, Sun Yjr 

Meet on the Cass Country -kJLi? [ 

Store steps tor a 40-minute, | r ' ' 

halt-mile swing through the _ 

Cass was the headquarters 
and focus of one of the largest 

lumbering operations in the ,A., 

state. Learn about this isolat¬ 
ed industrial town's history, 
view its prominent structures, and hear about what life 
was like here 80+ years ago during the boom period. 

* These tours coincide with the Cass Showcase pro¬ 
gram's conclusion and are thus subject to a 5-10 
minute delay whenever a train returns late; kindly 
wail for your guide on the Cass Country Store porch. 


, - iune«r m*. once one of the 

do.** bandsaw and ptan.ng 
as \e<ond boo r to the logging opera- 
"" c-*ra* o# V'-»s**ng spruce pulpwood 

r- m - ux u to ihm *vd wo watch Shays being pre- 
rrxt ice the r *osc noting design Moving 
— Vm* cjrod '»ne we ook of a Heisier and Climax 
ocomcv^* men compare these geared engines 
-wc Stxovs Old a 2-8-0 rod engine 
at&ng nsxte 'he car shop, we enter a world 
^ fl tr hr"* ilnigtr No two days are the same 
rofe our man reoar fociify 
- JJX -u f - 6 2-on monster Shay. 'Big 6' lex-Western 
Vovcnd s undergoing final assembly after a Iwo- 
—w-tong heavy shopping Besides pausing to watch 
*t*t *r?r* <yi So 6. we inspect original 1905 Cass Shay, 
So 5 jyxJ ft* rather fascinating machining bay 
v>wng me day's octive power come to life and 
swicn the yard rounds out the tour. 

Behind-the-scenes Shop Tour, P.M. 

150 - Monday and Saturday 
•o' *-.ose j noble to 'earty-bird-it' (see above), this 
55 - -j*e war 'S a repeat program, except there 
re no Seamin', smokin' Shays. The tour is limited to 
'5 pair vigors, so please sign up at Ihe ticket office. 


South end of Uptown-. Main Street, f908 

Cass Scenic Railroad Early Years 

7:00 -Saturday 

Meet in the Cass Community Center (on Front 
Street) for this 60-minute slide presentation fea¬ 
turing images by the late Vincent Bagdon; other 
views and narration by Phil Bagdon. 

Celebrating long-gone views which made the CSRR 
so special during its first decade, this program 
investigates a rather unsung aspecl of rail-related 
history. Journey back to the 1964-75 period and see 
the original equipment, old shop, intact mill, Shay 
No. 7, Mower Lumber camp train cars, and more. 


About the cover... 

This gorgeous piece of art appeared 
for four years as the cover of the 
park's brochure, beginning in 1964. 
Technically accurate to the point of 
Intriguing hardcore 'gearheads,' it 
depicts the front end business side of 
Shay No. 5, one of the three surviving 
original locomotives to work here - 
and the oldest Ibuilt for West Virginia 
Spruce Lumber Co.'s Greenbrier 8. Elk 
Railroad In 1905). 


There will be no programs on 
Tuesday and Wednesday, August 20-21 


Cass Interpretive Programming 

t Virginia State Parks have traditionally ottered 
optional programs by seasonal naturalists. The 
s Scenic Railroad and Ihe old mill town - his- 
subjects that they ore - call for a different 
Philip Bagdon is CSRR Stale Pork's Seasonal 
orian A devotee of Cass history for over 30 
rs. Phil has conlribuled his extensive research 
everal publications and archives. m W^. while 
irviewing old-timers associated with Ihe tog 
3 and railroad era. he resided tn Cass and 
red as a CSRR train commentator 


‘ime of f tvs 1923 'compo- 
*o the second lumber 
mpfejr tdecriedly high- 
r its eat hod |ust been 
•fed ond was operating 
t doily ewepf Sunday 


phoK ond lop nabt from 
Loggma South Cheat 
utotor/cfthrSfiowshoe 
I andi by George Pefce 


nxc 


_. unrf of West Virginia 


state park 







Till h - SM Log Car Or* of 24 such cars donated 
■ CSRR m *972. Unrt:n fiver Lumber 'B-12' now 
and He 3 m« c«; oeow at Whittaker Camp No. 1 
reboot SM flatcar aeccneciy acquired c. 1957 by 
A Gave* R fl. from Cherry River Boom 
I . j-ce>- maa or* or several cars donated by Pittston 
Ooar Cc r r^ almost 20 years it served as a 
rre; excursion car Mora being retired 

naaead of conversion of wheels to refer bearing. 



Cars Dismantled or Destroyed 
(continued from inside) 

Mowor Lumber log flats (2). No. 127 and another car (num¬ 
ber unknown) were dismantled In 1970. 

Wood Combine. Bullalo Creek & Gauley X-15 (kitchen and 
dining car for worktrains); donated by Pittston Coal Co. In 
1967; elegant 1880s-era car which lost its roof and rotted 
down; remains of the car (partially burned) sit on the upper 
end of the Greenbrier dead line. 

Steel Combine. Buffalo Creek & Gauley X-16;formerly 
Pennsylvania & Reading Seashore Lines; porthole windows 
and open vestibule; acquired 1970; scrapped 1973. 

Steel Baggage Car. Buffalo Creek & Gauley X-17; same ori¬ 
gins/style as X-16; acquired 1970, scrapped 1973. 

50-ton A.A.R. Steel Hopper. Buffalo Creek & Gauley; 
acquired 1970, scrapped 1972. 

Work train water car. BAO X-1023, a steam tender mounted 
on a 40-foot steel flat; arrived 1966, scrapped 1972. 


■. Buff m the 1880s and believed 
c c* or Co at i Cora or Baltimore A Ohio ancestry, this 
'xcoar noa ra rear of tog trains out of Swandale 
Qey Gxrry; tor E* River Coal A Lumber and suces- 
•on - W V -cat Lumber and Georgia-Pacific Corp, 
>-raaac r ’>64 by G-P Used on railfan charters for 
•ever* r*n oopnaty rostered as No. 8. 

Oteeei Log Loader. Built by Meadow River Lumber 
r ' * •rwe c 1939 This beefy Tong tree' device was 
" “• 1970: « came to Cass in 1972. 

i Skidder Homebuiit from Lidgerwood 
ttby Meadow Rr tar Lumber Co. in 1944. Its service 
•rnati *r*n if faked bofer inspection in 1966; it came 
to Cae* ser years later Double-heading Shays brought 
frw Udgenwood to Whitaker n 1993 


L. 


Sources other than personal research: 

Arte Barkley George Defte, Danny Sekfomridge. 

Bud Cossef. John Cassell. Red McMillion 
Darrin SeMomndge. Woyne Cassef. Rex Cassell, 
•Ward Sparks, John IQIoran, George Fizer 


Cars Disposed To Other Railroads 
Steel combine. Baltimore A Ohio branchline model; last 
used in worktraln service as car X-4072; acquired in 1967 
(brought back from Strawberry Festival in Buckhannon); con¬ 
veyed to the Hocking Valley Scenic R.R. In 1972. 

Hospital Cars. An undetermined number of these U.S. 
Army cars (127), previously used on the Greenbrier River 
excursions from Cass to Ronceverte, were brought in by the 
local freight in 1976 and stored on the CAO siding above the 
water tower (today's Greenbrier deadline spur); removed 
prior to the CAO's closure in 1978. 

Mystery CAO Coaches. (3) Donated possibly as early as 
1962 for use on the excursion railroad (they would not take 
the curves but they were (reel); branchline-style coaches, 
not heavy weight; disposed during 1965. 


Cass Scenic Railroad . 


Cass Scenic Railroad 

Equipment Roster 

(All-time) 

by Philip Bagdon 
Seasonal Historian, 1996 
Cass Scenic Railroad State Park 



All photos by Philip V Bagdon 


Open Platform No. 5 was one of eight firsf-generatron excur¬ 
sion cars built from Mower Lumber flats: here in August 1968. 
it’s part ot the Bald Knob consist 

Excursion Car Fleet 

(There are 15 available excursion cars in 1996) 

No. 1. Standard Closed Platform. Converted Irom one ol 
the four Swandale logging flats In 1970 Into Bald Knob 
'cinder car (originally No. 12); received a root In 1993. 
Nos. 2-4. Bald Knob All-weather. Built Irom ex-Elk River 
Coal A Lumber steel logging Mats in 1967 as Nos. 13-15; 
renumbered in 1988. 

Nos. 5-8,11-13,15. 'Second-generation' Closed Platform. 
Former Meadow River Lumber B-series skeleton log cars. 
Nos. 9,14. End Units. BAO cabooses - 30-loot wood, 
steel frame, acquired by Buffalo Creek A Gauley (C-111 
and C-119). Donated by Pittston Coal In 1970. Lettering as 
they came to CSRR; C-111 for BCAG, C-119 for BAO). 
Retained original numbers until 1988. 

No. 10. Open Platform. Former Meadow River B-series 
skeleton log car. The last ot the "cinder cars." 

Cabooses 

Chesapeake A Ohio 90788. Standard wood model 
(reportedly 1926-type) donated In 1966. 

Meadow River Lumber 3. Standard CAO wood (1924): 
Meadow River Lumber Co., Rainelle (served one the last 
log train in W.Va.; donated by Georgia-Pacific In 1972; 
received top-to-bottom repair in 1996. 
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Park programs fora different kind of West Virginia state park: 













MtVtlll too la |ia>ka<1 al Wrxltnkai Camp No 1 lot atotnga 
Navy rtalr.ara (.1) Two lltesa 40 loot ataal ti»tit>«llm»' ("OB' 
and 'On are active In wotklraln alluaUona (cribbing during 
May ivoe. ah: ) It, ay ala alto oceationaRy mntquainrjn on 
kwng Halt (luting talllan chatlart. Car *O0* tits on tha 
Catt yard daod Una with totted dock. 

Passenger Cars 

Dining Car. Chotnpaaka A Ohio *Frauncas Tavern'; bought 
by Jack Kano in 1904 and Installed on the old CftO house 
track tor operation as the Shay Inn; after the last-food 
restaurant closed, became Ihe Park Superintendent's office. 
Dining Car. Chesapeake ft Ohio 'Stuart House'; brought in 
by Jock Kane as addition to his Shay Inn around 1967; used 
as pari ol consist of Cass-Durbin excursions; since 1985 has 
served as storage space. 

Commuter Car*. (3) No. 960, No. [?]. and No. 81 "Romney"; 
all reportedy lormer Central ol New Jersey R.R. No. 960 and 
No. [7] came to Cass from the South Branch Valley R.R. in 
1982 (picked up from Durbin the same time as the BL-2). No. 
81 'Romney' ("yellow car*) was part ol the October 1985 
equipment shipment off the SBVRR. All used in 1984 and 
1985 on the Cass-to-Durbln excursions. No. 960 was modi¬ 
fied for excursion service sans windows, with a single two- 
sided bench extending the length of its Interior. 

Baggage Car. Norfolk ft Western Ry. Baggage and Railway 
Express; acquired by South Branch Valley (No. 6 ‘Fredon’); 
came to Cass in the equipment shipment of October 1985. 

Other Railroad Equipment 
American Log Loader. Originally steam-powered, built 
by the American Hoist Co. of St. Paul, Minn., for Elk River 
Coal & Lumber Co., Swandale, Clay County. Converted to 
diesel, date unknown. Later served ERCftLCo’s successors, 
W.M. Ritter Lumber Co. and Georgia-Pacific Corp. Donated 
in 1967 by G-P; trucked to Cass and placed on the ex- 
ERC&L flat which would become CSRR Open Platform No. 
1 in 1970 (see above); for years loader sat atop ex-Mower 
fiat car No. 110 before being moved to its present host car, 
ex-Meadow River skeleton B-10. Still used in work train situ¬ 
ations (May 1996 cribbing and September 1996 tree-fall). 
75-ton Steam Wrecking Crane. Industrial Brownhoist 75- 
ton, self-propelled model built for foreign military sen/ice; 
Government surplus, never operated except for boiler test; 
acquired Spring 1979; Heisler No. 6 ran to Durbin over the 
closed CftO Greenbrier line to pick it up at Durbin. 

CAO Kitchen Car No. X-999678. Work train cook car with 
sleeping quarters at one end. Acquired by South Branch 
Valley R.R.; later shipped to Cass In October 1985. Rusted 
and in bad condition on the Greenbrier dead line. 


River Boom ft Lumber In the late 1950s Donated by 
Pittston Coal Co. in 1970. For almost two decades they 
served as excursion cars before being retired instead ol 
conversion of trucks to roller bearing 
CSRR Closed Platform No. 110. One of two ex 
Chesapeake ft Ohio gondolas donated by Pittston Coal 
Co. in 1970 (operated by Buffalo Creek ft Gauley in CftO 
lettering); car frame was rusted. 

Canadian National Caboose. Wooden with end cupo¬ 
la. Known to be formerly owned by a rallfan; shipped 
from the South Branch Valley In October 1985. 

Cars Dismantled or Destroyed 
Original excursion cars. In 1974 there were three of 
eight original CSRR cars still available for service: 
Closed Platforms Nos. 3 and 22 (originally No. 2), and 
Open Platform No. 10. That year, retired cars were; Open 
Platforms No. 1 (railings and bench still on car), No. 5 
(railings and platforms removed, parts stored on deck). 
No. 6 (formerly operated with tool box and no benches, 
railings intact; shop equipment stored on deck; by 1976, 
railings had been removed), No. 7 (railings removed, 
parts stored on deck); Closed Platform No. 4 (sides, top 
and platform removed in 1972; destroyed by 1976). 
Today, all but two of the surviving cars are are unrecov¬ 
erable (numbers are unidentifiable) on the Greenbrier 
dead line spur. Open Platform No. 10 (which served 
between 1944 and 1960 as a Mower bunk car, converted 
lor excursion service In 1965; still available as a standby 
car in 1976) has rotted to the ground on the upper end of 
the Cass Yard car siding. 

Mower Lumber Bunk Car No. 418. Restored by 1967 
and operated on rallfan charters; neglect eventually rot¬ 
ted the car beyond recovery; destroyed around 1977. 
Mower Lumber Kitchen Car No. 417. Never operated 
on CSRR but In good condition into the 1970s. Like No. 
418, rotted away and was finally destroyed around 1977. 

Continued on back panel 


£ -senes r; Thee* skeleton-style adapta- 
tera f V E E - tegnr sendee al Meadow River 
00 ■* *»-C*0 «etoars used as spacer cars 
'*+'*•■* Vang tree oadout). Research shows 
•• «**-• tv*# E-senes cars at MRLbrCo. 
'*• ;<er --ar-a r re '972 group from Georgia-Pacific (see 
*■' •* stored at the Frank tannery and have 

P**- * »*n.»ee her*. or Greenbrier dead line. 

Fmght Cars 

fence* dome oe tar* cars 2 CSRX 219 and 220; donat- 
rJ h* o< • waV'jr y, tg 72 , used off-road until 

S ’* Rwr>S Sr,ef% 2 and 3, placed out-of-service 

f® 1 <h# arc c/ So Ts operation her* m 1993. 
an** dome cftemfcaf car. WVAX316. acquired as U.S. 

suT** th Srj-jr Bear'- Valley, used for diesel fuel 
f*»g* #Mpped to Cess n 10-86. may be cleaned out and 
>*d as a *«y water supply car 

■try Boxcars *, Venderd 40-loot steel cars, all former- 
>nisd States Nevy Bureau of Ordinance (St Julians 
**• NAD/ boxcars Two cam* via the South Branch 
ii>e f R R v, I®;# lour additional cars were shipped In the 
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Disposed To Other Railroads and Sites 

(continued from inside) 

Porter 0-4-0T No. 714. H.K. Porter Co., 1950 (c/n 8234); 
built for the U.S. Federal Security Agency for operation at St. 
Elizabeth's Hospital, Washington, D.C. (No. 4); in 1958 
transferred to inventory of Department of Health, Education 
and Welfare, then (sometime between 1965 and 1967) 
moved from St. Elizabeth's to the U.S. Army Transportation 
Corps at Ft. Eustis, Va. (No. 714); came to Cass as govern¬ 
ment surplus in 10-1972; never in steam here; shipped in 
1981 to Baltimore & Ohio Railroad Museum as pari of the 
trade for Shay No. 6; reportedly being repaired for sen/ice 
around the museum yard in Baltimore. 

GM-EMD BL-2 No. 7172. Diesel-electric road switcher built 
for the Western Maryland in 1948. Donated to CSRR in 
1982; used on raillan charters on the Greenbrier in the early 
1980s; shipped to South Branch Valley R.R. via the CSX 
connection at Spruce in 1991; plans call for the unit to be 
restored and operated. 

Locomotive Scrapped 

Shay No. 6 (c/n 1907, 1907). 65-tons‘; built for Lewisburg 4 
Ronceverte R.R.; acquired by Greenbrier, Cheat 4 Elk 
(Cass) in 1913, rostered as No. 6 (2nd); sold by Mower 
Lumber Co. in 1946 to Borgman Brothers for their Premar 
Coal Co.; originally used at No. 6. Monitor No. 1 Mine, West 
End (Tunnelton), then moved to Monitor No. 4 at Austen. 
After mine's closure, the enginehouse fell in on No. 6; 
severely damage. With sale price of $1,000, examined by 
CSRR and Bear Creek Junction R.R., but passed by due to 
location and engine condition, it was reported to be 
scrapped at the mine site in the summer of 1969, with parts 
to be sold to the Graham Couunty R.R.-Bear Creek Junction 
R.R. at Robbinsville, N.C. Eventually acquired by Dave 
Corbert and moved to a loading point along the old Baltimore 
4 Ohio at Tunnelton; a coal train derailment all but destroyed 
it; finally acquired by CSRR and shipped In gondolas, arriv¬ 
ing In 1978 (last incoming equipment brought in by the C40 
before closure. Scrapped in 1980; cylinders and trucks sit on 
cars up the Greenbrier deadline spur. 


Today At Cass 

3 Active Shays 
3 Inactive Shays 
t Inactive Heisler 
I Inactive Climax 
6 Inactive Diesels 


Sources other than personal research: 
Arne Barkley. George Deike. Danny Seldomridge. 
Bud Cassell. Darren Seldomridge. John Cassell. 
Wayne Cassell. Rex Cassell, Richard Sparks, 
John KiBoron. George Fizer 


Cass Scenic 

locomoYwe Roslei 

by Philip Bagdon 

Seasonal Historian. 1996 
Cass Scenic Railroad State Park 



All photos by Philip V. Bagdon 


Active and Shopped Power 

Shay No. 2 (c/n 3320, 1928). Pacllic Coast Model - 96 
tons'; superheated; the only PC built as a wood-burner; 
logic Influenced Its conversion lo oil before operation In 
British Columbia as Mayo Lumber Co. No. 4; then Lake 
Logging Co.. Ltd. No. 5, Western Forest Industries No. 5, 
and Railway Appliance Research (Vancouver Wharfs 
Limited) No. 114; acquired In 1970; made its debul In May 
1972; grates converted for coal burning In 1984. 

Shay No. 4 (c/n 3189, 1922). 70-tons'; originally Birch 
Valley Lumber Co. No. 5, Tioga (Nicholas County); 
involved in a runaway wreck which scalded four men to 
death in 1941; rebuilt at Cherry River Boom 4 Lumber Co. 
shops in Richwood; acquired In 1943 by Mower Lumber 
Co.; It was not only the last logging Shay here but also 
the first road engine of the Cass Scenic R.R.; in 1993 a 
thorough shopping was completed. 

Continued inside 


' Factory designations. Engine weigh more in 
operating condition (coal, water, toote. etc ). 


Vision 20 -September 1994 









Climu No 0 (ton ISM, 1010) 70 tons', built by Climax 
locomotor* Works. Corry, Pa. lot th» Moore-Keppel Co 
(P*n<lo^)h County) and lost us«d to pull cool on the Middo 
Folk Railroad, nmvod here (1070) in ragged shape; a now 
bo>ter found In Canada combine* with the shop lorco's long- 
running merest in tackling this project to make the future 
bnghter than might be oxpected from Its derelict appearance; 
•t everything goes well. It may be on the road In 1990. 

Shey No. 36 (c/n 2804, 1916). 70 tons'; built (or an Alabama 
logging enterprise; spent about two decades In West Virginia 
- first with Raleigh Lumber Co. (Glen Morgan), then W.M. 
Ritter Lumber Co. (Oxley and Maben); In 1942, moved by 
Ritter to New River, Tennessee where It later hauled coal as 
Brimstone Railroad No. 36 (predecessor In 1965 was 
Bnmstone 6 New River); to Tennessee Valley Railroad 
Museum In 1967. then acquired by railfan George Kadelek, 
who arranged its move here in 1987; purchased In 1994; it 
has a good boiler but because ol size and age, likely to 
remain on the dead line for some time. 

Baldwin Rod Loco No. 612 (c/n 69858, 1943). Built for the 
U.S. Army Transportation Corp and operated at Fort Eustis. 
Va. as the ‘Johnny D. Burruss' until 1971; this 2-8-0 
'Consolidation' has never run here - until the 1985 flood 
which ended Durbin Runs, It was Ideal candidate as the 
water level route's future power. 


Disposed To Other Railroads and Sites 

Shay No. 1. (c/n 1519. 1905) 65 tons; bun tor GW 
Huntley Lumber Co.. Ronceverte. the same year soto to 
Flint. Ervmg and Stoner Lumber Co.. Thomwood. then to 
North Fork Lumber Co.. Nottingham, acquired by the 
Greenbrier. Cheat & Elk in 1915 in a deal involving tie 
trade of original Cass Shay No. 1 (42-ton. two-truck 'Old 
Barney"); distinctive in its 1957 paint job (Chinese Red 
cab and tender, dark green boiler jacket); on standby at 
the time of the 1960 closure; worn wheel-flanges kept it 
out of service after use as pusher engine in 1963; con¬ 
veyed in 1980 to Baltimore & Ohio Railroad Museum as 
part of the trade for WMRy No. 6; on static cSsplay. 

Shay No. 3. 80 tons, c/n 3233, built Lima 9-26-23 for 
Hofius Steel & Equipment Co. (Lima's dealer in Seattle; 
sold to Independence Logging Co.. Independence. 
Wash., then Mount Emily Lumber Co. (No. 1). LaGrange, 
Ore.; donated to Oregon Historical Society; in 1970 
leased to CSRR for 20 years; returned in 1993; In oper¬ 
ation on the City of Prinevllle Railroad, Prineviile. Ore. 


r shopping removed It 

sow ter tor Ut ce*<aGrg seasons, reassembled, 
r tort a 1 Ksfjtt cn to* upper shop track for final 
•: X «rd tossed on 9-21 end 9-24 (first run up 

relvtoWs toast pervxkcaKy 

ft* ct Service Steam Power 
* >929 VJ tons'; one of the largest 

yw *l sy “»«*tof ot Erie. Pa .; originally served 
cto srd Owy Products o i New Bethlehem, Pa., 
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Diesel-electric Units 

No. 20. General Electric 45-ton switcher built In 1941 for the 
U.S. Navy; acquired as surplus in 1978; first ‘shop goat’; out 
of service since 1986. 

No. 34. G.E. 65-ton switcher. U.S. Navy; acquired as gov¬ 
ernment surplus, shipped from South Branch Valley R.R. in 
10-85; used for a few years as a ‘shop goat'; out of service 
since 1995. 

Nos. 16 and 17. Alco S4. Built for Baltimore & Ohio; 
acquired by South Branch Valley R.R.; shipped to Cass in 
10-85; never operated. 

Nos. 26 and 27. GM-EMD MRS-1 foreign service road 
switchers; U.S. Army Transportation Corp., Fort Eustis, Va.; 
delivered to CSRR in July 1976 with hospital cars (were 
/here three?), subsequently moved to South Branch Valley 
R.R. before the CSO closure In 1978; returned to Cass in the 
movement from SBVRR originating of 10-85. 


Locomotive (ex-U.S. Army), March 1975. 


Porter 0-4-0 


-42), SBVR 229. 
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(ASS MOM ROOMING IWh 
11tli Annual 


The community of Cass wlcomes you ho 
our I I fh annual homecoming celebration 
People of all ages have Joined in Ihe fun in fhe 
pasf years, and we have worked hard to con- 
hnue rhis fradlhon. 

This 'down home" good rime is sup¬ 
ported entirely by donations and the effort of all 
volunteer commiffe. Your suggestions and ocn- 
tibutitons are greatly apprecitated. 

THANKS 

We would like to thank all of the business and 
individuals for their contributions and support. 


CONTACTS & COMMENTS 
Any suggestions and ocmments can be re¬ 
ferred to any member of our ocmmittee: 
Darrell Turner - President 
Katrina Deflbaugh - Treasure 
Cathy Ribble - Secretary 
Terry Ribble Lefty Meeks 

□an Deflbaugh Wanda Halterman 


Stan Beafore 
Usa Hubbert 
Joe Warder 
Brenda Thomas 


Dave McMillion 
Gail Vanderander 
Tonya Warder 
Mary Perkins 



Printed By 

POCAHONTAS COUNTY 
TOURISM COMMISSION 
I -800-336-7009 




I lTIl ANNUAL 
CAMS HOMECOMING I IK* 


* Pagenl for Prince A rrl B ,„ 7:00n m 

Cass Fire Hall (age's 5-*) 

Prize Games Free for all ages 7:J0pm 

Community Center (Donations ezceptedj 

5 The Great Cake Walk 7:30pm 

Community Center Parking Lot or Fire House in case of n 

i Registration 

10:00am -3pm Fire House 


Start the day of fun for the young and the young at heart 
Located at the Fire Douse 

Pet Show 10:00am 

With small household deomestic pets 

Games 10:00am 

Dunking Booth, Fish Pond, Egg Toss, Egg & Spoon Relay, Water Balloons 
Shoe Race, Water melon Ealin Contest, Watermelon Seed Spitting Contest 

Bazaar 10:00am 

Fire House (set up 8:00am) 

Antique Car Show and 

Fire Truck Display 11:00am 

Fire House 

The Second Annual Cass Parade 1:00pm 

Magic Show 2:00pm 

Puppet Show (following the Magic Show) 
Community Center 

Registration Table will Continue 4:00pm-0:20pm 

Community Center 

Crowing Ceremonies of the Queen and King 5:00pm 

Community Center 

Dance Live -Music 7:00pm 

Bigger and Better 

June 28 Church with Gospel Sing 10:00am 

Cass Methodis Church 

Final Registration 11:00-12 noon 

Community Center 

Buifet Dinner 

■ Don't forger to bring your dinner ticket or you wdl be charged $5.00 
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a* today * untn I urrlxr the rad rued track*. at they Clarksburg. Richwood! number 

CT* ‘ h , e " «* r|/, ‘T nd ^ Holly Juncton <>r Wrbwer Che.t Mount.i* A 

l ounty lh.-WV Midland home, and • *uprr whittle Spring*. Seventy-five year* standttd gauge railroad tt> 

Railroad out <il Wcbtter as they patted tgnndma’s or ago, thit ten of scene was Uathrrback Cn-eW 


Railroad out of Wcbtter a* they patted Rrnndi 
Spring* with George grandpo * houte. 
>ttli*on a* depot agrnt. The (team locot 


*uprr whittle Spring*. Seventy-five y< 
igmidma’ti re ago. thia »crt of scene 
use. commonplace, »t< 


standard gauge railroad to 
Leatherback Creek, usd 
over Oscat Mountain to 


J*Fk*an a* depot agrnt. The *te*m locomotive. engine* were everywhere. Shavers Fork, complete 
Wamck Gum as engineer the high wheel, nigh speed passenger trams log trams. with the present two 


and Porter Cochran aa steam passenger___ . ___ 

conductor on the daily always spun their wheels schedule, ;arryeig Kansas 1.6C0 feet elevanno *nn. a 

passenger train out of when pulling out of the wheat, coal, lumber and rail connection between 

Webster Springs meeting station in Cowen. Rich- excursions to hall games. Dr. Coffer’s town of old 

the passenger train out of wood, and Camden, as world fair*. inaugurations sprutr and new spruce, and 

Richwood on its way to Bloomer Green said all of presidents, governors. Cm. 

Clarksburg; the people aboard and the black state and other events. So, Spruce, the coldest and 
gathered at the depots at smoke billows 100 feet Cass Scenic Railroad sdli the highest town (3,853 
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schedule, ;arry*ig Kansas 


Holly Juncrion, Cowen. into the air, it puff* and came* sounds, scents and feetl in the eai 
r p l ... gr* ♦ • sight* of steam powered 19C9.36millii 
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r, j| J n ,| I super highways Cass a no 40 railr 

Midland rvailroad revives memories of steam peeled pulpw, 

railroad transportation. for the pa 

May 6, 1965 pulls out of die yard at The hstory of the Cass Covington. 

For those who love Palmer (now Sutton Dam) Railroad is tightly the F^P** 
trains such a. the old Shay headed for Webster entwined, with local paper eastern U.S 


and Climax and those who Spring*. WV 
knew the West Virginia Continuei 
Midland in its heyday of _ 

busy passenger and freight W A \ 
traffic, it’s still easy to walk O V7 Is 
abng the old right of way 
up and down Holly River f I i 

on a misty night and JL U \ 

imagine hearing an engine 
whistle or a signal echoing b? Stu-riff Gi 
down from the years that Going n« 
arc long gone. As the vear* south on Int 

go on, fact and" fiction g« to Casa, y 

blend into one indispen- alternate. ex 
sible mass of pleasant an d 19 north 
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engines, neatly kopt Convention 
passenger cars, the familiar Lloyd’* Res 
"all ' aboard" by Porter Motel Wh 
Cochran as the rrsm fw~ ally interstate 75 


and lumber industries. A 


As the timber supply 
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86 Miles From Flatwoods 
To Cass Scenic Railroad 


by Sheriff Giten 
Going notch, going 
south on Interstate 79 to 
get to Casa, you get off the 
mterstate. exit 67. take 4 
and 19 north Si mile to Bill 
Squires Mountain Lanes 
Convention Hall, and 
Lloyd’s Restaurant and 
Motel When leaving 
interstate 79. you turn 


south on 4 and 19, 
McDonalds and Dairy 
Queen, and the screaming 
eagles and Braxton County 
High School, pass Laurel 
Court Motel. Marlowe's 
Rnputanf. to the Go-Mart 
and country convenience 
store Buy, or they will give 
you a Sheriff Given Cas* 
Scenic Railn-aJ Special 


'Newspaper. Take State 
Route *15, Ik mile to 
Cork's Restaurant, whrrc 
you can get something to 
cat at a reasonable price. If 
you have ever been 
connected wtd» the legging 
or timbering industry, you 
should fed at home. You 
may think they are talking 
l ontinucd On P*^ If 


















The Cass (West Virginia) Scenic Railroad 
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buy If i»n |«-t trip with a 

;ne.< tintnin, «imdkKnx, ami 
and K»ul hnLrnirn ode tin 
ter ever* thire car* Ilhashcen 
.«.l ukl that No. 12 rouMhiiic 
handled more car* but 1 1 
w» (he hmit through the 
nnikhk.ii. inu of" which 
are in operation today on 
the (ju Scenic Railroad. 
uviK|>eateJ in rhree of thone engines are 
iormied a city mil 


i— en # r r train and 
ninpani boat Jui g 


_ No* 1, 4. 5. and recent.v 

Caaa with 60 home*. cry watrr. purchased No 7 from 
and although owned and Meadow River Lumber 
arum uprrifrJ by Wear Virginia Company at Rainellc 
taxi Pidp and Riper Company Although the Cast 
own Wipi were seventeen Scenic Railroad i» onh 
bam cents far an eleven-hour four miles long, the steel 
the dnraad fifty cents aday for remains intact to Bald 
hcardand room. There was Knob and Spruce The last 
ad psegdr at Caaa no checkoff from your engine to Bald Knob was in 

rear !«'2 Wear wages such as social 1961 and a motor car 

a *Wp and IVpar security, income tax. an din mikes it yet today. The 

jwt vuartrr c< a fact, the men who worfcrd West Virginia Department 

wnrs of nrgm at the campa usually didn’t of Natural Resources is in 
md hqpei xnmedi draw rhrir pay only every the process of rebuilding 

r ° .T om . cto .* n M * months Company the track to Spruce and 

osAfoor splendor hcauet n Caaa were renting Bald Knob, along with a 

f * rt “T 1 partjpir for J10 per month with no lodge and possibly wall to 

’** fbe charge for water or electric, wall carpets and modern 

1-rJwr f.w die all was considered a part of lodge facilities far flung 
“ °* * d* rent During peak from graybacks. bedbugs. 

.I* r»oducnan. it Doit twelve long tables. 5:00 am . 
■T“*t| NC y 1 Tn a *f v cn » lfte » to lo* the breakfasts, waiting for 
r™** 4 J PI noe to* 11 - the run from Spruce daylight in the winter 
.T” to Caaa wai approximately before going to work 

_ >Utan * ^ miles on 11-per cent harvesting the tall virgin 

P* 9 ’ j *1“ * T *o c run daily by Shay spruce, 
t kodeaa*; consider- Why not restore the 

- nan.. _1 ™ ?* bhj, V original lo«tng camp to 

- " 1 ’ t~. ..mp. ami call them 


Camp No. 5 or No. 29; 
build them Jenny Lynn 
type, stripped with 
creosote (coal tar process) 
to preserve the wood and 
dilutr live bedbugs and 
graybacks, use roll roofing 
with a 6 or 12 roof slope, 
steel wall pipe for s 
chimney, a couple of pot 
barrel Stovai, a cod fired 
cook stove about .2 feet 
long, iron skillets. Ngthfck 
cups for coffee that holds a 
half pint, thick plate*. ■ 30- 
foot-Iong table with gallon 
buckets of molasses, 
honey, jellies, real 
buckwheat from Fteston 
County, about three kinds 
of meat and biscuits. 
Benches for chairs, a 
regular eating time or you 
wait for the nest meal, 
build the bunks against the 
wall, one over top of the 
other and make everything 
original as far as possible 
Have a bam with two pairs 
of horses about 2,000 
pounds each. Proper 
harness hoods over hames 
(Webster shows rvc such 
word, but that is what 
everybody calls them), 
grabs, grab maul cm lett 
hame, good long check 
lines, J-grabs, log hicks 
with real caulked shoes, 
stsggcd pants, lohn Ritchie 
green and Hack or red and 
black checkered shirts. 

»u*ppf>drr>. m lump 


with rod hat* abewit one- toll in in today 
half mile from camp ckwe The cnW virgin 
to the railroad You must /nan th» * 

have a aiding with the 110 acres known at ii» 
original log cars—aoroe Hamilton Wedge i, 
loaded—•■me half loaded, dispute for year*. fiioaJ, 
to make it look real as the sealed, and is now a p*r-, „ 
tram pulls up to Camp No. the Na?*o-»l Forest 
5 o» 29. Havr the wood just c*» State Route 2SC 
hicks and horaesln the real near Gavinect fire town 
act.il might be well to have and is held in reserve t .. 
the hick* star around at people to view nature at its 
night to tell tall tales about best. | 

logging train wrecks, how Cass, hkc Tioga. Dima, 
to file a saw. champion Bergoo. Holly Junction, 
hicks, and lobby log Jerryville. Three Forks, and 
stories. You could let the Cherry RWcr, yielded t ( , 

Id da ride the og horses if automat on or lack ji 
they weren't too nred from amber. The West Vtrginu 
putting on i 15-minutr Legislature, under the 
audition each day guidance of W.W. Barton, 

The year 1940 jaw West and now Governor Smith 
Virginia Pulpand Paper sell is trying to give the Tow n 
the assets of Casa to Mower of Cass new Ufc with an old 
Lumber Company, but time scenic railroad. Lau 
only a part of the quarter of year 33,000 people plus 
a million acres In the the politicians, took the 
original tract. In fact. 65 four-mile trip through the 
thousand acres on the swntchbacks,getting hot 
upper end of Cheat River cinders in their hair The 
(river on top of a rush, the Shay engines, new 
mountain), the remainder faces have given hope to a 
of the quarter million acres dying town The Cass 
was acquired by the Scenic Railroad fully 
government md is now developed to the original 
port of the National Forest style 0 f Ligging such as 
West Virgin a Pulp and existed at Camp No 5 or 
Phper also wU to the 29, ecu Id be the biggest 
Western Maryland Rail- tourist attraction West 
rood, 93 miles of track Virginia has ever known k 
intact from Spruce to Slate must be original and 
Fork down tik to Bcrjroo something worthy to 
.... 
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Pocahontas County and 
it’s Maim Attractions... 
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Cass Scenic Railroad Memory 


t .«INIU«J >0*11 l*»«r i 

.Vlivttni m> Jki «hr M«im 
ndM«J kf mfinn tnd 
mu. uJ rvmtualK «Kr 


old bi 


Vriimo to Mow 
LimKti LiunptnYW 
TV ■■null worked on 
dun pet dn through the 
1940. and SO. and 
evenruaIN iyimiJ opera 
non. at I960 The town ot 
Cam and the .team logging 
railroad town .eemed 
doomed The railroad and 
machine »hop was sold to 
Midwest junk Yard located 
Between Bell and Mont* 
fernery for about $50,000 
and Cam shops, engines, 
were being dismantled for 
pink aid the town suffered 
massive unemployment. 

Mr. Jim Comstock, 
HtlJbdly" of Richwood, 
along with two pals, J.C. 
Cruikshanks, an Ivydale 
merchant, turned politic* 
tan, along with the help of 
the WV Legislature, 
bought out the Midwest 
Junk Yard, Cass Railroad 
assets for $125,000 on a 
$75,000 margin of profit. I 
was a member of the 
legislature at the rime and 
they threatened to ride me 
out of Webster Springs on 
a rail fur voting to buy the 
old Mower Lumber 
Company assets and the 
leftover %icam railroad 
• 01. 9. 7. 


ever made I pcrwmally. 
and the public must thank 
"Hilltxllv" Jim Comstock 
and Mr J .C. trulk.har.k. 
and Dr. Bernard Poindext¬ 
er. s member ol the 
legislature from Cabell 
County, and a local 
Huntington dentist. The 
people who did the job to 
save the great WV tourist 
sttracnon, the Cass Scenic 
Railroad, were these men. 

By 1963, the railroad 
purchase was completed 
ard accepted into the WV 
State Park system and 
tourist trains were running 
halfway up Cheat Moun¬ 
tain to Whittaker Station. 
Five years later with 14 
million dollars of railroad 
contracts by Mountainer 
Construction Company of 
Charleston and Given 
Construction Company of 
Upper Glade, Webster 
County, (D.P. Sheriff 
Given, Hercy F. Given, and 
Ralph K. Given, dbaGiven 
Construction Company), 
the railroad was rebuilt and 
tourists were riding and 
enjoying the scenery from 
Cass, 12kS miles up Cheat 
Mountain, to Bald Knob. 


The last ride on the old 
Mower Lumber Company 
abandoned railroad tracks 
was with the 90 ton <fl 
engine in 1961, with "Pop 
Good" lit the throttle. 


tain haw from Midwest 
junk Yard. ThcA'1 Mower 
Lumber Company railroad 
engine was lain painted, 
.tripped and releitcrcd and 
traded to the Wcatern- 
Marylnnd Railroad Mu¬ 
seum in Baltimore for the 
biggest Shay in the world; 
the t>6 190 ton Western- 
Maryland Shay used to 
haul logs from the 
headwaters of Elk and 
Bcrgoo Creek to Old 
Spruce and pulpwood that 
went to Spruce transferred 
to Mower Lumber Com¬ 
pany Railroad down Cheat 
Mountain, through both 
switchbacks and transfer¬ 
red to the mainline railroad 
from Durbin to Ronce- 
verte, and re-routed to 
Covington, VA, which was 
used in the pulp and paper 
mills in Covington. The 
famous #6 Shay was used 
for two years as an 
excursion run horn Cass to 
Durbin. The #6 was tried 
on Cheat Mountain but it 
was too big and couldn’t 
work properly on the steep 
curves and was continually 
causing track problems. A 
fellow by the name of 
Sommervilie, the railroad 
track foreman for Mower 
Lumber Company for 
years, had informed the 
shop people, Pop Good, 
Leonard Long, and all of 


between Cm* and CXirtnn. 
The amateur politician, of 
WV let the railroad from 
Durbin to Cheat Junction 
vanish as well as the 
Western-Mar yland rail¬ 
road from Elkins to 


about 11 mph, are «anda>d for r 
a|Lipped with drive shaft. A trip <m tfr 

and rsductna Krar* m«<ad Railroad. . 
of side rod* Every wheel rraweum. thr 
*» the engine and tender is the radrrwd 
a drive wheel, giv.r* the cinders, thr 
Shay tremendous traction on top of Q 
The Shey* climb an IT! the sweater 
grade. 11 (ret for each 10C will be a gr 
feet—a grade of 2% is the future 


roaa irom toons to ^ # 

'-ass Scenic Rai 

WV never did have any 


w V never did have any ♦ »-p * ^ 

Lhnner Tram S 

potential scenic railroad Cass Scenic Railroad h* outings 
announced the schedule and $11 
for its 1969 series of teservai 
popular dinner train ndes ^ 
to Whittaker Station. 

These special runs will be 
made on Saturday evenings 
at 6 p.m beginning June 
10, and will be offered June 
17. July 1. 13 and 29, 

August 5 and 19, and 
September 2. 

After an exhilarating ride 
to Whittaker Station. 


attractions. The railroad in 
my town of Webster 
Springs to Bcrgoo and Slaty 
Fork Would be an excellent 
scenic railroad for WV, 
and a business boom ot re¬ 
birth of business for 
Webster County 

The West Virginia 
Department of Natural 
Resources has purchased 
the town of Cass and are 
rebuilding wooden side¬ 
walks and company 
houses. Cass is a real 
tourist attraction with 
houses to rent. It is no 
longer merely a fast 
railroad ride. It is a 
complete stopover. A 
wildlife museum, nine 
modernised company 
houses for rent furnished 
with everything but food, 
and can accommodate 
eight people. 

The Cass Showcase, i 
10x40 scale model of the 
town (complete with scale 
»*. it ‘ 


of the 
lumb. 
early 

haul 

haul 


ridg 


passengers will be treated ^ 
to an old-fashioned West 


Virginia barbeque with live 
entertainment from 
various performers. 
Entertainers will offer a 
variety of programs 
including old-time rail¬ 
roading songs, folic, 
country and traditional 
music. Prices for these 


hoc 


Whittaker Station . 
Bald Knob. 



i, farmers could be 


Whittaker Ration . 

Bald Knob. 

No group t*w* 


A1U1 




specials.* 
night TR-4 












nory 

wrm v *%» anti IXirbin^ 
r amateur pollttvwn* of 
y 1« the twItxWKl from 
rhn to idieai Junction 
i*h *% " '*** 

•nem-Maryland rail- 
J from Elkin* to 
Thomas and 
t» The nolmoana ot 
nr>er did have *nv 
rangr planning AUthc 
oad. tn WV arc 
Una! «m k railroad 
^ooo* The railroad in 
of Webater 
to Rrf^*' and Skh 
wvxdd tv an excellent 
c raatrand foe WV, 
► v i n c w Kown or it- 
pi buunti* for 
mrr Cotiio 
, Wear Viffinta 
iiwcnt of Natural 

am baa r *" c *‘» r ' 1 
m of Gaaa and arc 
jp^ •ooim aadr* 

« and cow panv 
• Cow A a rest 
ii gtn ottioo aith 
a to wot b » w> 
r» oeirh • taat 
«j nb It ft* a 
aoao tr f A 


a bout II mph. arc 
equipped with drive shall* 
and reducing gears, inatcad 
,klc rod*. Every wheel 
»»n the engine and tender la 
.1 drive wheel, giving the 
Shay tremendous traction, 
rhe Shays climb nn 11% 
grade. 11 feet for each 100 
fleet —a grade of 2% is 


standard for rod engines 
A trip on the Cass Scenic 
Railroad, a visit to the 
museum, the memory of 
the railroad buff, the hot 
cinders, the shrill whistle 
on top of Cheat Mountain, 
the sweater you forgot—it 
will be a great memory for 
rhe future. 


Cass Scenic Railroad 
Dinner Train Set 


Cass Scenic Railroad has 
announced the schedule 
for its 1989 scries of 
popular dinner train rides 
to Whittaker Station. 
These special runs will be 
nude on Saturday evenings 
at 6 p-m. beginning June 
10. and will be offered June 
17. July 1. 15 and 29, 

A ■ y *t 5 and 19, and 

September 2. 

After an exhilarating ride 
to Whittaker Station, 
passen@rrs will be treated 
to an old-fashioned West 
Virginia barbeque with live 
entertainment from 
various performers. 
Entertainers will offer a 
variety of programs 
including old-time rail¬ 
roading songs, folk, 
<«>i*»rry and traditional 
mir ^ prur« for these 


outings are $22 for adults 
and $15 for children, and 
reservations are required. 

Cass, West Virginia, site 
of the scenic railroad, was a 
lumber boon? town of the 
early 1900s, and the 
original Shay steam 
locomotives, which now 
haul passengers, once 
hauled lumber from the 
surrounding mountain 
ridges. Lodging is now 
available from any of the 
12 restored "company 
houses" in the town. These 
vacation cabins offer 
everything needed for 
housekeeping except for 
food and personal items. 

To make reservations or 
for additional information, 
call toll tree 1-800- 
CALL—WVA 




Adult $ncv>. cm*** 00 









4 b wo. • **wi JC i ruddtonk. awl * (1«.SZttn the! 


Tkf Wm Virfinu 
M.Jknd R* i In >«d wen: 
into opmiion for 
P»«*<n*rr service in 1908: 
the fine rvpot Agent in 
WebtOrr Spring* was our 
rrrtmr Circuit Clcrfc. Mr. 


_ w _ numhet of legists’or*, 

■* r»t Virgoti* about • week More the 


Midland Railroad 


bunts left our town of 
Addison ■( 7:20 ajn. for 
the 1 1 mile journey and 
connected with the B&O 
steamer out of Richwood 
at Holly Junction at 9:30 
a m. The passenger train 
consisted ofa narrow gauge 
(36 in.) Shay or CLmax 
Engine with three passen¬ 
ger cars that would sett 35 
people to the car anc for 
years they stood in the 
aisles. From the start the 
train nosed Its way around 
curves up and down .tills 
over the trestles, the 
Clifton trestle was 87 feet 
high, built out of chestnut 
poles in a 45 degree angle 
atid as you crossed the 
trestle you could look 
down and see the fire in 
Mike Hincr’s chimney If 
the train was overloadccon 
the return trip in the 
evening they would stick 
on the trestle and the 
passengers had to get off 
and walk across, so mv 
good friend Mr Ernie 
Bogson tells me, and a story 
that has to be true because 
it was the day before Jack 
Dempsey became world 
champion by knocking out 
“Jess" Willard in the 



a 1908. 

mtA 1915 when he was 
arpomted postmaster at 
Webster Springs. WV 

The West Virginia 
Midland was owned and 
operated by John I. 
McGra* who also owned 
and operated the Webster 
Springs Hoed, a three- 
story all wood, 265 
bedroom hotel with one of 
the first elevators in West 

Virginia with excellent 
iuung service and porters 
and huopes (hone drawn 
buggies) coming and going 
ilkr a working bee hive—a 
big ballroom with all the up 
to date dance bands 
ntghdv The days were 
spent taking hot aalt 
sulphur baths and traveling 
over our then famous 
boardwalks known at 
lover's lane 

Die famed (am chug 


The floods of 1905 

destroyed the railroad 


fourth round of their 
championship fight at 
Toledo, Ohic. July 4. 
1919, and all this 
information was furnished 
to Mr. Gibson, the Sutton 
baseball team and band at 
Holly Junction 5y radio on 
Jul 5, 1919 on their return 
to Sutton. 

Mr. Jackson, the Depot 
Agent who go: $100 per 
month for his services sid 
Warrick Gumm could 
blow a mean whistle when 
he had customers lined up 
buying tickets of any man 
he ever seen. For that 62- 
milc round trip, Mr 
Gumm got the full amount 
of $2.25. 

Yes. the West Virginia 
Midland Railroad and the 
Wchstcr Springs Howl, 
promoted by Senator 
Johnson N. Camden and 
Col. John 1. McGraw, who 
believed in advertising and 
placed pictures of the 
famous hotel and railroad 
scenes in all subways in 
New York City; a self 
promoer with imagination 
who promoted his dreams 
into reality and carved a 
railroad through moun¬ 
tains and scenic beauty 
which showed a panorama 
of rural life at its best, as 
cattle, sheep and horses 
could be seen prang in the 
fields and according to the 


the 

Shay engines, and the #5 

Hytler, cruising speed 

season, firmer* could be 
seen plowing, planting or 
harvesting from spring 
until the first snowfall. 

On Juac 20. 1925. with 
many guests there with the 
famed hotel open for 
summer, a fire originated in 
the south wing, quickly 
reduced the fimed hotel to 
ashes. The roaring, 
crackling flames leaped 
high into the heavens, 
lighting up Webster 
Springs to a brightness 
equal to that of noonday 
sun. Huge sparks and ashes 
floated a distance of a mile 
and a half. The light 
reflecting against a starless 
sky and the mountain sides 
looked weird and awe¬ 
some, and the fanfare of a 
big city hotel among the 
hills disappeared and the 
tourist trade and strangers 
disappeared from our 
town. Tie little chug buggy 
continued with passenger 
service until 1928. In 1929 
the railroad was sold, John 
A. Ford gening the section 
from Diana to Holly 
Junction for logging 
purposes and the remain¬ 
der going to Pardee Curtin 
Lumber Company The 
railroad served as a legend 
in its heyday and would be 
worth » fortune intact 
today a* the acenic 


Whmaker Station.Adult $7 00; Child S3 SO 

Bald Knob . Adult $10.00, Child $4 50 , 

No group rates on weekends 

SPECIAL SATURDAY 
NIGHT TRAIN RIDES 

Includes 

West Virginia Barbecue 
Live Entertainment 
Train Ride 

June 10 and 17 
tuly l. 15 and 29 
August 5 and 19 
Sept e mber 2 

**BY RESERVATIONS ONLY** 

Adult.$22.00 

Child..$15.00 

SPECIAL TRAINS 

SENIOR TRAIN -September 9 .$11.00 

HALLOWEEN TRAIN - October 28 
Adults $10. Children $>.00 
















Vi i llrl Cherry River Boom And Lumber Company 

1 he UlU 7 . _l__ were hring InWlftOw^IWt 


• Jew If IwwJ I hr tdJ 
, rv«i* wJ M <** 


EH 


K.hI * n#nc* were 
•hill »hr V*rd «“* make the 
a«<h run from RfcrhwooJ 
to Gauley Milk t»> uirrW * 
tknihie hand mill with 75- 
M board feet ihitv All the 
n^na mentions! ibtnr 
Karuhrd gauge—the 
railroad grading M 



liar from IW6 
itmi am m 1954 

When Mr Ountn 
^ wartrd wurking for Cherry 
_ . " Rivet l cmbrt Conwim, 
rbe ,4 Jine 1. IW6. on the &MJth 
„ „ fuck of Cherr* under the 
-JU .4 (utditv hand of Captain 
wu, Charfev Armwrong. the 
K Jn rmtirumi consul eJ of 150 
•irh mile* ot track with Shay 
k«r enme.No 1.2.4.6.7.8. 
vm 10. II. and 12 fco#r about 
^ j4.c\V each), and all uard 
rrJ to gather and haul Jog* 
Srr loaded with Barnhart 
it Sfoam Loader*. considered 
i. top* at that time Miry had 
re in uae ar that time 
* approximately 200 rattler 
r log car*. W pulp and 
ranlwri rati tart—they 
(raveled over .South Fork 
«d Cherry. North Bend. 
Ltttle Laurel, up Hills 
t.reek to Krniton Moun¬ 
tain, to C ran hrrry Bottoms 
and Degway Dogway at 
one time had a church, 
tchool, big wore and 75 
houaea We mu« mention 
Rr*d Engine No. 3, 5. 19 
•nd 11 which »cit mia.h 
-. '.— ' IV - 


load of steel and tlw empnr 
_ lnc flew up with wheels 
.lire sprinting forward.went 

£*«*= SEsSegi gfc£asa 

sod 10 men who carved out him. Another wreck on 
. nalr of railroad grade Barna.hee Run on 
with good luck in five Cranberry I® 

Mirluu week*- shay with sta bads, si* 

The different forks of emprt». a Barnhart Loader 
Cherrv. Cranberry and on eight percent grade. Tin 
Dogway covered with >* mile, wrecked and killed 
vtrgia timber was really on Frachier Adams, engineer 
the move from 1906 to 
|014 and at one time had 
khu camps with at least 
100 men each with plenty 
of work, cKccllcnr food and 
plenty of bedbugs. The 
shrl/l whistle of the steam 
engine, the chuQttng of the 
Barnhart loader, the visit of 
rlw supply rrain which 
visited each camp once a 
week with supplies, feed 
and hay for the horses as 
well as clothing, tobacco 
and fcod for the men. 

Wood hicks hove been 
known to stay in one camp 
as long as six months 
before going to town. 

Many, after working six 
months have gone to town 
and blown six months 
wages in one weekend. 


__ways were hrlng 

developed and the stmm 

rnovvr, »« m*k'£ Z^^JStTfL JIr ' 

Little Laurel and waa gong 'Stt+i ?£ 7* 

up.s.eepjpadew.thone ^.ng (no , e| CKi . 


survive _ 

wrecks are still vivid Ekle 
Bailey wrecked the No 2 
shay. 65 ton engine on 
Little Laurel ad waa gong 


Joe Taylor, conductor. 
Russell Berry, brakeman. 

One would have to 
rein ember the Comp my 
Doctor. Jim Mr Clung, who 
rode engines, motor cirs, 
horseback, and helped md 
aided the sick, ns the quest 
or virgin timber made 
Rlchwood the hardwood 
capital of the nation. 

During the 20's Rich- 
wood was really on the 
move with the largest 
tannery in the world, and a 
clothes pin factory 
consuming 24-M feet of 
bgs daily and the virgin 
amber of all forks of 
Cherry gone and the old 
Shays and Rods on the 
mow to a new field and a 
rew territory of Willums 


tale* of teams of horses and Gauley Rivers. During 


hand would ww dkafv 
pxwr New name*—Jim 
Sarrani. Lew Lombard and 
Dick Palmer—had appear- 
ed on the scene a» railrmd 
grading contractor*. The 
first Thew *team shrrvri 
had rail* but no pad*, they 
had four mats to move on 
made out of 6x6 wood— 
the two surplus mats were 
moved as the shovel 
advanced The snivel had 
it* own water pump and 
pumped water to makc 
su-am from a nearby river 
or creek and on occasions, 
water wav hauled in a tank 
on a »led pulled by horses 
The coal (usually about 
four ton* dally I wn 
wagoned from (he closest 
available supply 

The • y*.ir .921 saw 
Cherry River Boom &i 
Lumber Company reach 
Three Forks of Williams 
River and the hub of town 
and the railroadshops were 
built and the work of 
Sarrani. Lombard and 
Palmbcr had seen progress 
move on. Appearing on the 
scene were new names— 
Billy Hawks, trainmaster: 
Joe Urccr. assistant; Webb 

kWjifkf 


-ley 

Hanrahan i scaler) n*H to 
*ak me, "Did you dio- 
him today? 

Cherry River, during the 
20*» and XT* had two 
trains a day. ax days a 
to Richwcod. They had 
acquired new Rod Engnes 
Nos. 15. 13. and 26 which 

were used to make the runs 

from Three Forks to 
Rich wood Their usual run 
consisted af about 50 cars 
of logs. They alwavs 
dropped off about 1C or 12 
cars at Gauley Mills, 
although George Gumm, 
on one occasion pulled (• 3 
from Three Forks 11 
Gauley Mills. During d 
30's Three Forks had 
grown to quite a town, a 
threc-toom school, 
church, hig store andabou: 
75 houses, hoarding house, 
a dentist, Dr. George Dyer 
(now at Bcckley). ■ daily 
railroad bus that carried 
the mail and passengers 
The virgin loresi of 
Williams' lasted approxi¬ 
mately 16 years and the 
year 1963 saw Three Forks 
become a t^tost town The 
for hardwood was 


quest I 


Vear ’Round Enjoyment 



Skiing < 
Fishing* I 



The Pardee And Curtin Lumber Company Railroad 


Cktllgan, *lxi tliiiinl k«i 
down Ilk Riser hi llm 
• < S»rIni!Milk nil* 

nhrr vxncnr k*J thr pck k«n 
> >k> thr virgin hit cm, rut nolv 
thr the linen u*t wuoJ, mid 
kin* pud thr owner* 25 cent* 


prr t< 


irral Curtin alun 


uprt«tlon« in 
Wrtarr Cnur.tv ■! an curly 
•lair The Pardee Culm 
Company CM thousand* id 
acre* i <t heck folk. Grows 
Creek, Holts ami Laurel 
Thl* limber WM floated 
down Elk to Sutton during 
Curtin'* f r.t ra»|i>r 


operattoin from |h«M to 
approximately 190C. 

It |> not clear which of 
the ma|or companies «» 
the first to establish a mill 
In Webster County, 
however, the one at Gauley 
Mill* wa* rxnlt 85 year* ago 
by the Camden Inletevt* m 


Cherry River Boom And Lumber Company 



rhe year 1943. during 
jrld Vl ar II saw Charley 
igrrr (O the wav we shall 
it the end of our allotted 
e Thr B6 lO Railroad 


thru railrtwd in order to 
near rhe ccwl from this 
accncn The ahop* were 
hutir at Cow-en. and the 


bu»t The oldCherry River 
line from Donaldson to 
Gauley Mill* by way of 
Gudcr River wa* dtkeon- 
nourd JrrryviUe. by 1950 
araa a hrxxninf commun- 
trr mtthrmjgU m»r of the 


rim her wa* pone. the 
charier to coal had hem 
made at that time. Jerry\i!lc 
had a four-room school, 
church, railroad yard. 100 
houses, store, hoard ins 
house and a new mining 
town in Straight Creek. 

Although lhe great Fkulgrtt 
wa* gone, hi* shoes were 
ably filled by Carl 
Lmhargrr A new name 
had appeared on the 
scene—Rav Maust. and at 
the present time or i* one 
of the biggest operators of 
coal in the United State* oi 
America He is a stripper 
gutter and a man who really 
knows how to get the ctal 
The old Cherry River 
Boom &e Lumber Com¬ 
pany was purchased by a -_ 

wildcatter by the name of Jerryvillc and Straight 
Rudolph, who later sold Creek to Cowen 


and Barnhart loader* 
cither sold or yielded to the 
scrap pile. 

George Gumm. in 1948, 
moved the big Shay . 100 
ton*. No. 17 from 
Richwoud to Tusculusa. 

Alabama, where it was sold w ...... 

to Levin Mining Company w (n CVtobCT 

Mr. Gumm was with the ^V-.SUI rx,nv wrr 
bug engine 22 days on tne 
railroad to see that it wa* 
properly greased and 
stayed two works alter 
arrival to make sure old 
No 17 was in good 
working order 

When Nas. 3 and 26 
yielded to tie scrap of sale, 
they purchased a steam 
Malley. No. 482 for 
haulage of coal from 


the mill to Ritter Lumber 
Company, and was further 
transferred ro rhe present 
owner. Georgia Pacific. 
Mow of the railroad is 
gone The old Shay engine* 


The last man to yield to 
death on the old Cherry 
River line was Grover 


Ene, Vi yards shovel or 
ditcher built cm a log car It 
upset and scalded him to 
death. One c ould go on an d 
one about Ray Maust. the 
blowing of a bridge at Slaty 
Fork, the strike al 
JerryvtlL-. and the Gauley 
River dynaminng of No 
482 in October 1944. Talk 
about many wreck* such as 
rod engine No. 18 out rt 
Straight Creek. In fact, a 
book could be compiled 
worthy of anyone's time If 
you arc really Interested, 
here ar: five men still iivmg 
who smarted with the old 
Cherry River Line In 1906 
1 am *ure anyone of the 
following. Earl Webster 
Richwood, retired shop 
man; Ray Bryon. engineer. 
Richwood; Walter Snat 
on somewhere in the west; 
Arttrtcr Ramsey.engineer, 
Richwood; and Geor* 
Gumm of Webstc 


connection with the West 
Vltginu-Pltubiirah Rail¬ 
road In I9C7 this 
operation was taken over 
b» the Cherts River Boom 
and Lumber Company 
The mill wa* operated by 
that concern until 1931 
The roll, at Its peak, cut 
125.030 feet pet day. Log* 
were hauled from WlUiwmt 
and Gauley Rivers, ovet it* 
own private railroad, with 
terminals at Three Forks 
and errystllc. WV 
Another mill oi 
.* built 


Htne*. all « 

expect ii. J _ _ _ _ 

story on the Diana 
npenaon and old mane 
No 33 and the wrack at 
Charley Malta mb't card 
cut The engine with 
Me-chir Htne*. engineer. 


,rco£a55 


Stock Hdl. conductor , and 
Dick Soemore. brakeman. 
hi: a cow and the mere 
ard live load* of log* 
boded in Holly River Te». 
there 1* * lot to thr Dam 
story but vt‘» to 

thread the needle and 
years ago. which cut mote uaemrne 
than lsO million feet of Sky lev near the Braxton- 
hitrber during its i 
flow. Thl* mill wa* « 
and operated by the capacity 
Hcward Lumber Com- daily i 
pan*. At its peak they railroad 
employed 150 to 200 nam 
unJ their capacity was 
35.000 feet per day. Their 
timber stood pruveip ally on 
Giukry River ard was 
hided from Bobir over a 
narrow gauge railroad. (See 
Charley Sandy, Bo lair, for 
tafontut'.an pertaining to 
railroad engine* and 


3 narrow SSuyt 

Bko"»d old FittsKirgh 
Railroad at Erbacco. Tu* 
wa* known as the D»*to- 
Eakm Lumbet Comp my 
Mill 

is the sierof 


Wainvtlle w-|- 

the Webttet Lumbet 
Company Mill To thtmd 
the needle her* U 
impossible It chmgrd 
»•) hands frequently—from 

HB Nichols. White* Brook* to Harmowt. to 

tsaztsz "Bsz&s. 


.as Grover Guram ol Wenstei ” r.oodtldge ’Wi.lBam. the ioitwt 

Harmltnri on the South County could give vou ° sTcbX v«dfatbei d 

Fkirk of Cherry, September hours and hour* c* detailed White, n n -_ -- 

4. 1954- It was a *t*sm information- 
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(First Restaurant on Rt. 15) 
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pferdee And Curtin 
Lumber Railroad 


uni lhr .i-uiip r. Shny 
afr'V, •»>! 



nr It nvmiil 


in 1871. Taylor County . 
Grafton. WV. the ftrdee 
Cams ConpK« started a 
•■ait »j»iai II which 
mfxnj into one at the 
leading lumbering and 
aar.| comparue* in the 
■Me at WcM Virginia The 
Cumn uku moved from 
Taylor County to Sutton. 
Bra«on County at 1886 
with portable culls About 
100 " ‘ 


lte««v ihr, a Honed 

rtrtra It they kttded 24 
arv brfrxe noon thev ««U 
sot a dar The loader nun 
ay $3 a day. conductor 
|i V. tone hooker $L2S. 
tireman $175 Each man 
rated from 45 cent* to 50 
cmrs i Jjv (or board and 
nxxn Hot* ever, the train 
crew* could atop and eat at 
any log camp with no 
charge All log camp* had 
the finest of food. Ion* 
tables with two or three 
Linds of meat, jellies 
honey, molasses, or jusi 
about anything you 
wanted Sleeping condi¬ 
tion* were always poor. 
3edbugs and gtaybacks 
made the using of lamp oil 
to spray your hed necessary 
for a good night’s sleep 
The long winter evenings 
were spent spinning tall 
rales of every description 
Lee Gadd and others usrd 
ro make the rounds to the 
camps selling clothing, 
watches, etc. Some have 
hcen known to peddle 
"George" (a high powered 
anuff) that make the hicks' 
imagination wander to 
dreamland, known as they 
U-Pine-Inn in Rich wood, 
the Greasy Front in 
Webster Springs, or Hell's 
Half Acre and the saloon in 


..nhuti Inn Smith, one at 
thr linesl In Ki* gaugr 
railroad Innldmg. gathered 
the engine* atul (oadcn-pln 
one *lay and t hipped '* m 
tuck to the Curtin shop, 
where thev were «T«nrd 
and put tuck In operation. 

The No 4 engine, run by 
Tllden Brown, fireman, 
Walt Good, conductor. 
Bob Mullins failed to take 
sand on the head of Angler* 
Creek and the engine and 
12 loads left the track and 
upset All men jumped 
from the train to safety 

The No. 5 engine, ninby 


(ear of iogt There log* were 

caught in Sr. Albans, 

Kanawha County, and 
acrid Tire aaaru were used 
lo help buy and I natal! a 
band mdl at Sutton.Curtin 
had thru lir at hand mill Ut 
Braxton liotaity about 
IflWO 

The year 1900 vaw 
Curtin move to Nicholas 
County with three hand 
•adk, located at Horn my 
Wla. Coal Siding, and 
Coran. Thk operation m 


I railroad bits made dally 
tors, from Curtin to 
Brock's bridge and back, 
hauling the public, log 
hicks, and mall to and from 
the camp* The main line 
engtnrs tan from the three 
mills to the railroad 
junction*. The old Shay 
went up the steep hollow* 
and gathered the logs for 
(he mills. At Curtin. 
Hominy Fall, and Coal 
Siding, the band mills were 
curtimi awav daily, each 


Von Clark and fire-nan 
John Petit snd No. 7, run 
F by Lee Cole snd Roy 
Sparks and Bob Warbut 
ton and Joe Roberts, loader 
men, and Flem Wilson, 
conductor, had a run away I 
in the hollow above 
Lei v.isy on M eadow Creek 
Von Clark jumped from 
the No. 5 engine, hit a tree I 
anJ killed himsell. The I 
others made it to safety. 

The Curtin opcratioi in 
Nicholas was big. employ¬ 
ment good, wages cheap, 
living conditions also 
cheap Old General Cirtin 
was considered in 
honorable man. He 
cancelled many store 
accounts at the end of each 
year. He also paid hospital 
bills for many of his 
employees. How well he 
got along with Thornt 
Hennings, John Cochran, 

^^Prnnwn Bur. the image i 
of a staunch gentleman, 
General Curtin, remains in 
the minds of many yet 

The year 1928 saw the 
hardwoods and virgin 
timber disappear and the 
three mills of Hominy 
Falls. Coal Siding, and 
Curtin came to an end. 
Flem Wilson got the nod to 
pull stakes and embatk to 
her goo, Webster County; a 
task that required many 

kmir* nf nlanninu and 


ul,I make iheu 
Manner **> Bentoo and ihnr 
new w.l Un Nine Hr the 
mil of 1929 all live Cutrin 
engine. lu»J made II » 
Kergon and the We*t 
Virginia Mldlan.l was 
owning to an end. 

The law part of 1929 and 
early K>'s saw Flem Wilson 
a nd Ed Cochrsd lent to 
Duma with the No I 
engine snd Bill Skidmore, 
engineer lo pull lie steel of 

the West Virginia Midland 

to Webster Springs- A Mr 
Coalshaw. who hid the 
original steel for the West 
Virginia Midland Railtcnd. 
was there on that gloomy 
morning and shed a few 
tears as the history of a 
narrow gauge pissenger 
railroad was coming to an 


criu 

The Pardee Curtin 
Lumber Company bought 
the orgmal passenjet train 
and coaches and tt was used 
for several years as a work 
train from Webster 
Springs to Bergoo 

The mill at Bctgoo was 
built by a milln^t, from 
Louisiana, by the name of 
Harry Mitchell. He was in 
Bcrgoo less than two years 
The mill was in full 
operation by April 1929. 
"Mitchell." who was 
considered one of the best 
at that time, made but one 
mistake. He hid been 
building mills in the 
western states for hemlock 
and spruce and he failed to 
b utld his conveyor* tor 


t„ nrrt the chalmgt and .oal produtii.m TV. 

.•Wxas zATJzzs. 

Srmal’cut the first d*v and «tll alive U»u., 

,n k« than 120 day*. both former football coach | 

.Idea were running *®V ‘"‘PPr'- from 

The mill ran from 1942 Picken* How much 
ro 1945. mainlv from prod\*tion he get* , 

the bwk Fork of unknown to this wn«- 
Ok and Pointa Mountain but l wculd «attra*re 
The mill finally dewed in approximately 700 ton, 
1945 and the mill avsea f* f d* v N 
sold to Harrison Lumber Bctroo No y. bon, 
Company of Arkansas. 1955 to 1959.was xmh CT 
The okl engines were sold good mine with a ltfcume 
to Midwest Steel and Junk production of 6.498.534 
of Charleston, WV The tons. It was a tWir 4 
engines were cut up and mining town with 7C 

loaded at old Red Oak houses, company store. 

Mine It was indeed a mJ school, churcn. and unxm 
day in the history of hall. The taxis out ol 
narrow gauge railroads Webster Springs kept ik- 

when Ross Rcy ran old No road hot bringing the 
12. with the smokestack miners to town and bock to 
and other parts gone, from spend tbeir money 
Red Oat down through TheNo 5mmcv.us.in., 
Bcrgoo, acruss the river to in operation from 1945 to 
the Did mill ate. where the 1950. with a productioni • 


501,780 rim,. 

Bruton No. 1 from 1941 
to 1943 never amnuntedui 
a whole lot, 10,178 tons. 

Britton No. 1. from 
1943 to 1959. produced 


pofts wejc iaier wild to Ely 
Thomas Lumber Company 
of Fenwick, Nicholas 
County 

The No. 9 engine is all 
that remains ftum a legend ivij to i . , 
of narrow gauge engines It 3,664.585 tons, and 
is snll in operation and great service to the 
being used as a tourist 
attraction in the state of 
Maryland 

The Curtin story could 
oc written in book form 
and would be worthy of 
sale in any book store in the 

l tuted States My main 


people The waste or c 
coal rejected by the washet 
and dryer was used by 

about all the people in 
Webster County, at one 
nme or another Large piles 
of bone coal remain today. 
It was used for fills, roads. 


However, this was soon 
altered and the mill at 
Bergoo was on its 
destination to a lifetime 
cutting of over 190 million 
board feet. 

The first lag camp, tun 
by Bill McCourt, was on 
Mill Run and the second 
one by Ira McClung. near 
Parcoal. From there, 
Curtin moved ti Leather- 
wood and in ’33 and ‘34 
crossed Leathcrwood onto 


continw wivii 
comment about the coal| 
interest and production. 

The Golden Ridge or 
Bethlehem Steel Mine, 
located opposite Parcoal 
was the first major coal 
operation within Webster 
County They had their 
own power plant, motors, 
and Goodwin cutting 
machines Its operation ran 
tor some 15 years, yet. little 
history of this mine is 
known to this writer. 


the old original neon m 

produced from 1945 1 
1947.205.534 urns 
The Curtin sory ***“’ 
not be cample* without 
mentioning t l * company . 
vturc. Someone wiou s 
song ibout loading lb ton* 
of cosl and betng one day 

oldand deeper in debt.and 

zfsv?* 
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Pardee And Curtin 
Lumber Railroad 

Cbnrinucd From Page 5 hours. If they were out 1 3 
Waggy. now living in hours they were allowed 
Charleston, WV. The elder eleven. If they loaded 24 
Waggy logged 10 Thousand are before noon they still 
icres on Missouri Run. got a day. The loader man 

The Birch Valley got $3 a day, conductor Tilden 

.umber Company was a $2.50, tong hooker $2.25, Good 

* operation at T.oga for fireman $175. Each man Bob Mullins'f.lkdTo'VaW Zin 

TV"”' l - . . , F>V«* fr°n> 45 cents to 50 sand on the head of Anglers this 

I bring you this brief cents a day for board and -L. i , /-infers me v 

itroduction of Webster room. However, the train \2 loads left the re2k and 
ouncy’s lumbering crews could stop and eat at ,,12 ah th * . “j ■■ 
dusrry so you might fully any log camp with no (F r h . men jumped ongi 
,Ptecare the Pardee charge°AU log*camps had fro iP^ ^ to safety. Virg 
-tin history making the finest of food long Vo^ OaA mo 

>ry. This information tables with two or three .u P- it f “ eman mor 
mid have been imposs- kinds of m^at, jellie? No- 7 run tear 

e without the help and honey, molasses or iust f^ e 9°if > c° V 

operation of Webster about "n^g y^u A 

unry’s senior citizens. wanted. Sleeping condi- V^A tu **“t 

ese people are deeply dons were always mor J ° d PT W,lson ' , T 

treated in restoring the Bedbugs and graybTcks ctor - a run away Lur 

linons and legeni of made tke using of lamp S 5*, w l °7 **■ 

Ring, Shay engines, to spray your bed necessary < nC 

?' Ufc '-ng ^ or a good night's sleep" *2“ ** 

irtions in the rugged The long winter evening ^Np-, 5 engine, hit a tree trs 

of early sawmTll were s^nTspLZ ' ^ ^iUed himadf The Sp 

•ooru tales o fever y desermtion ° lt 10 “*«V 

1873. Taylor County, Lee Gadd and otherfused Jpumn operation in bu 

on. WV. the Pardee to make the rounds to the N,cholas *? s bl S’ employ- U 

n Company Parted a camps selling clothing 7*™ ROO ' i * , WlgCS chea P- H 

I sawmill which watches, etc Some have !i Vmg c ° ndl!lons also B< 

rd ini., one of the been known to peddle chca P ° ld On oral Curun Tl 

->« lumbering and "George" (a high mwered u* S co « s » dc red in <* 

g ^m^rur* in the %nuff) that make the hurks* hono r ab ^ «*■"• He 

4 M r%t V Ifg.nu The imagination wander to many store cc 

‘ rUri. drr »"^nJ. know n un they • vCOU {V* *} thc CT f j .° fcacb al 

J &**«>. U hne-lnn in RkhwJ^S ^ ^ ^T 1 !" 

* *r» IWV, ,he Greatv H>r n ™V ol ha hi 

AK>ul Wrtwirr Srwu * ii i!” ^ploycei How well he w 


nu*n realised the dangci, 
jumped to safety, and were 
unhurt. Jim Smith, one of 
the finest in 36“ gauge 
railroad building, gathered 
the engines and loadcrupin 
one day and shipped them 
back to the Curtin shop, 
where they were repaired 
and put back in operation. 

The No. 4 engine, run by 
Tilden Brown, fireman, 
conductor, 




interim! in restoring thr 

rr »«lin**n.' *nd leirrndj* "» 

I^S'nK. "h.,v Win*.. 

Il-SUl Ilf* -nd living 

0 ,rHllrU»n» in the 

d»v» *d emrlv •«wmlll 

In 187^. Taylor County. 
Grsfron. WV. the Pardee 
C'urrin Company started n 
small sawmill which 
erupted into one of the 
leading lumbering and 
mining companies in the 
»tatr of West Virginia. The 
Curtin avsets moved from 
Taylor County to Sutton, 
Braxton County in 1886 
with portable mills. About 
ltNU a Hood erupted in 
Sutton, brckaing^a log dam 


an Elk River. The Curtin 


1>V llu v iDgswrrc 

caught in St. Albans. 
Kanawha County, and 
sold The assets were used 
to help buy and install a 
band mill at Sutton. Curtin 
had their first band mill in 
Braxton County about 
1890 

The year 1900 saw 
Curtin move to Nicholas 
County with three band 
milk, located at Hominy 
Falla, Coal Siding, and 
Curtin Thu operation was 
id last 28 years Thu was a 
new era m narrow gauge 
railroad transportation. 
With the new oprraoont 
cm* 12 railroad engines 
and tesetal miles of track 
and Mortcs that seem 
■Mvakaru tixfcy 


FWm Wilactti. a ill living 
I IWtf.i mi rm|4*vevl 
* Camera! Coffin at 


IlcUt-HIRM uni! K rny 
i,Hide the uj»inn of lump oil 
to upmy your bed nc«_c*»ury 
for >i Rood niuht’» sleep. 
TH«* Ioiik wlnrpr cveninipi 
wrrr .itxrni •.pinning tall 
tales of every description. 
Lee Gadd anil others used 
to make the rounds to the 
camps selling clothing, 
watches, etc. Some have 
been known to peddle 
M George” (a high powered 
snuff) that make the hicks’ 
imagination wander to 
dreamland, known as they 
U-Pinc-Inn in Richwood, 
the Greasy Front in 
Webster Springs, or Hell’s 
Half Acre and the saloon in 
Camden on Gaulev. 

Curtin was the hub for 

railroad bus made daily 

runs, from Curtin to 
Brock’s bridge and back, 
hustling the public, log 
hicks, and mail to and from 
the camps. The main line 
engines ran from the three 
mills to the railroad 
junenons. The old Shay 
went up the steep hollow's 
and gathered the logs for 
the mills. At Curtin. 
Hominy Fall, and Coal 
Siding, the band milk were 
cutting away daily, each 
trying to outdo the other. 
The average cut for a 10- 
hour day was 40.000 feet 
The Hewn in y Mill holds all 
records. A fellow by the 
name of Albert 
decided to set a 
yarded back hi 
l«ftt for a few days, and «<nc 
diy the Ikwntnv Falls Mill 
cut 78,000 fnrt tn 10 
Thu rritwd stands. 


tours 


aa a kwmdid ha 


in the hollow 
Lcivasy on Meadow 
Von Clark jump* 
the No. 5 engine. I 
and killed tilin'* 
others made it to 
The Curtin ope 
Nicholas was big, 
ment good, wag 
living conditic 
cheap. Old Gene 
was consult 
honorable n 
cancelled ma 
accounts at the t 
year. He also pa 
bills for man 
employees. Ho 
got along wit 
Hennings, John 
Lee 


Lynch 

record, 

Ubloot 


of a staunch i 
General Curtin, 
the minds of 
today. 

The year 19 
hardwoods a 

timber disappe 
three mills o 
Falls. Coal S 
Curtin came t 
Flem Wilson go 
pull stakes and 
Rergoo. Webste 
task that requ 
hours of plar 
approximate! v 
to do. The steel 
and the 10 Sha 
8. Hetsler, and 
Climax were bn 
Curtm Mill sit 
ready their f 
Bergivi 

A special 86*. 
car built wii 
pigr track an* 


* thr 


engines were f 
fVS.0 car for si 
Palmer, in 
County. The |« 
Palmer, to 
Spring, to Bm 
• 




ulr 



mill*, locutcd at Mommy 
Fall*. < 4«I Siding, and 
Curtin Thu operation was 
tr» l*»f 28 years Thin wan a 
nr u rf« In narrow gauKr 
rallroAii rransfmrt at Ion. 
With the new oiirrationa 
come 12 rillruJ engine* 
anti wxrfdl miles o ( truck 
inJ xorlci that term 
unrealistic today 

Hem Wilson, still living 
At Hrrp*>, vc",n employed 
by General Curtin at 
Anglers Creek tnd he 
P**ved ah tmportan roll 
down through Curtin 
hutory The Nicholas 
Operation ran with 10 Shay 
c*«tne» *nd No 8 a Hetsler, 
hk> 6. a Climax The No. 1 
•"wit Shay (25 tons) was 
for Isying or takingup 
•tnrl This made narrow 
t** rati read history that 
•wdd be hard to expul 
ani^W ehe in West 
Virprws 

hnr ksnJmg crews, with 
** Amrrman log U^Scr 
** K * Tfr r ^|Utfrd to kwj 
4 5** *09 a day's work 

€m consisted of 
P" \JOOO ten 


Mominy Pall, and Cool 
Siding, the band mills were 
cutting away daily, each 
trying to outdo the other. 
The average cut for a 10- 
hour day was 40,000 feet. 
The Hominy Mill holds all 
records. A fellow by the 
name of Albert Lynch 
decided to set a record, 
yarded back his 16-foot 
logs for a few days, and one 
day the Hominy Falls Mill 
cut 78,000 feet m 10 
hours. This record stands, 
as a legend of history, as the 
most cut in any one day 
during the Curtin opera¬ 
tion in Nicholas County 
The railroad, in Deep 
Well, near Summersvilie. 
**as a busy place with 
Shany engines, black 
'moke, and shrill whistles. 
Shay engines No 3 and No 
9 were trying to put an 
American steam loader up 
a steep track in Deep Well 
Hollow Engine No 3. run 
b > Jim Johrwon and No 9. 
am by Harry Butcher. Jack 

Zoo hurt, conductor Lewu 

up *tch full If mm Ahead 
snd c amr hack «low* <M ctf 
me ht«lk«w, uiwet K*h 

coernn and thr Ludrr All 
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in 


hMHi rmli.'ni thr ilanurr, 
jiin>(V\i (O wtcty, *nd were 
unhurt Jim Smith, one of 
the fmr*t in V»" gauge 
railroifci building, gathered 
the rnipno and loodcrupin 
•nr .%* I * v *>e ,li\ and shipped them 
rrr • ‘•wrd hs*k to the Curttn shop, 
» 4 »hcre they were repaired 
n thr> x*U »nd put hade in operation. 
**** —» The No -4 engine, run by 

Tikien Brown, fireman, 
S. . >AAit Good, conductor. 
Bob Mulims failed to take 
*** unj on the head of Anglers 

* vj Creek and the engine and 
ev tra»r. |2 IoaJs It ft the track and 
* «P«et All men jumped 
•''«* my from the tram to *fety 
***** The No 5 engine, run by 

Voa Clark and fireman 
* ?**" M* Art n and No 7. run 
***** Pf Lee Coir and Roy 
m ** 1 Spwhs and Bob War but* 
andfor Roberts, loader 

J, _ mrm Hem Wilton, 

umkabt. had a fun away 

a *L. i^ii_ . 

T fl# mouam above 
, 1 M . 4-1 **"**«" Crrefc 

, aaar* ^ 0-1 * lumped fntn 

mm *•, s i u * t*** • wnr 

. mil a-lad Lff,» a tv . 

H u»i " ,nr 
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Shays could make their 
Journey to Rcrgoo and their 
new nnd last home. By the 
end of 1929 all the Curtin 
engines had made it to 
Bergoo and the West 
Virginia Midland was 
coming to an end. 

The last part of 1929 and 
early 30’s saw Flem Wilson 
and Ed Cochrad sent to 
Diana with the No. 1 
engine and Bill Skidmore, 
engineer to pull the steel of 
the West Virginia Midland 
to Webster Springs. A Mr. 
Coalshaw, who laid the 
original steel for the West 
Virginia Midland Railroad, 
was there on that gloomy 
morning and shed a few 
tears as the history of a 
narrow* gauge passenger 
railroad was coming to an 
end 

The Pardee Curtin 
Lumber Company bought 
the orgtnal passenger train 
and coaches and it was used 
for several years as a work 
train from Webster 
V ,w '# to Rrrynu 
The null at Bn 
Kak h 



to meet the challer 
rebuild the mill. T 
was so well as« 
under the guideline 
Corkin, that they 
normal cut the first 
in less than 120 da 
sides were running 
The mill ran frt 
to 1945, mainl 
timber on the Bad 
Elk and Pointa h 
The mill finally 
1945 and the rr 

sold to Harrison 
Company of / 
The old engines 
to Midwest Steel 
of Charleston, 1 
engines were ct 
loaded at old 
Mine It was me 
Jay m the h 
narrow* gauge 
when Ross Roy r 
12 with the v 
and other parts \ 
Red CXfek do w 
Rerjfrvv. across i 
the old null site 
psfts were later 
Thomas Lumbe 
of Fenwick. 
County 

IV No 9 ci 
that remains tvs: 
4 narrow guu* 
Is »All m opr 
Knag uwrd m 
srtrs4.ru4(i in d 
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S,>rtrk« «n.i »"«’ ”r"T-.r 

n^n. an.) IVm Wll~m. 
£3***, h*l « run away 

,„ <h« Ullow •**”' 

| «*n Mr*l»'w( rr ** k 

Von TUrk Jumped from 
ih« No * engine. hit a tree 
Amt killed himself. Inc 
others m»dr if lo safety 
The Curtin opirition in 
Nicholas w»* blu. employ* 

**xl. W.lv 

tivin| condition* jUo 
thnp 1 Hd Ciencral Curtin 
»ii considered in 
honorable man. He 
cancelled many store 
accounts at the end of each 
tear Hr also paid hospital 
hdb for many of hts 
employer* How vie 11 he 
x suing kith Thornt 
•n«» v . n bran. 


tears as tne iiiamji y •• iv»»»*« . •« 

narrow gauge passenger day in 

railroad was coming to an narrow 
mJ. when Rn 

The Pardee 12, wit* 

Lumber Company bought and (rt ^ 

the orgtnal |>asscnger train R c d Qy 
and coaches and It was used Bctkio, 

for several years as a work the old 
train from Webster pafts w 

Springs to Bergen*. Thom a 

The mill at Bergoo was Q f p c 
built by a millnght, from Counr 
Louisiana, by the name of The 
Harry Miuhell. He was in that re 
Bergoo levs than two years. of nan 
Ihc mill was in full j$ s ^| 
operation by April 1929. being 
"Mitchell," who was attract 
considered one of the best Marvl 
at that time, made but one Th< 
mistake. He had been ^ W1 
building mills in the aru j % 
western states for hemlock sa ^ ir 
and spruce and he failed to Lnne 
b mid hu conveyors fur mmctc 
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h^dwtoda and virgin 
timber dltapf™ *** <hc 
three mill* Hominy 
hlk Coal Sdlng. «nd 
Curtin came to an end 
Firm WtlaonfOtthcnodto 
pill •rdkn ami embark to 
|Wr»v. Webater County; a 
ta«k that required many 
femn of planmng. and 
^V*vxum*trK there vein 
%> So The urd was pulled 
and the 10 Shaya. the No. 
* Mrtalrf. and the No 6 
Omni were brought to the 
Cwtai MJ anr to make 
nmdt thru journey to 


A MaO Railroad 

am •••*. hawk with a narrow 
•mar v«i and the Shay 
» g nw wtf run on thr 
hbO <ar lot ahinmmt to 
Nlntt. in Bratton 
C rfta tg i The journey hum 
T> «m#f # c 9 Wfb«i«r 
V’na ta Bnwnt» (art 
*- h . Wl RW*M»J Mi 
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altered and tbr mill at 
Hr rgoo wi« on Its 
drMtnation to a lifetime 
cutting of over 190 million 
Kurd feet. 

The firat lug camp, run 
by Bill McCourt, was on 
Mill Run and the second 
one by Ira McOung. near 
Parcoal. From there, 
Curtin moved to Leather* 
wood and in *33 and *34 
created Leather wood onto 
Gauley as far down as 
Jerryville, and in *41 
crusted f\*nt Mountain to 
Back Fork The same shay 
engines and loaders used tn 
Nicholas mere used in this 
operation 

Soa Rilcv was the mill 
boat with Windy Roar on 
one aide and Harry 
(hackworth on the other 
Thr lumberyard wwa to full 
you could hardly tevJ 
room for a lumber stack A 
major portion of the 
h»mbft to npetrvl to 
trydand mi France. «uh 
k*An T Aiici d Nrw 
T«wi «ntg at hu krt and 
featuring aijr poplar 
hank awdial igkaJad 
hmr *• patrlag 

that mall burned ac 
•kfhol m Affti 1941 
I a4a at Jbvl h 1942 
the rtfum >i 
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H. Me.drt. and the No 6 
( ]im«i •<tr brought to fhr 
Curt* Mill •Mr to make 
rvmJr thru hnirnry to 


A g*\ial H*l > Railnwd 
<m • • • built with a narrow 
fftv«r track and the Shay 
mpin »rtr run uO thr 
a£0 4 «r fir shipment to 
rilntr. in Bruton 
1 iwmry Thr jtmrncv from 
»•« t.. Wtbtttf 

to Bctwuo. over 
thr \&\U< RaiTnwd. w*» 
mrtKf^ to hr talked 
thoo Sntnr of thr engines 
entd so Palmer o long o 

t*» om The fill of 

Mr* Rem WtlteKi and 

trwrgr Lirg journo to 
to «prl (hr Nu I 
thr fine to ortrr in 
•'hot This 
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Jerryvillc, and in ’41 
crmvil l\>int Mountain to 
Hoi'll Fork Thr name •hay 
engine* and loader* used in 
Nicholas were uacd in this 
operate >n 

Sox Riley was thr mill 
boat with Windy Roar on 
one aide and Harry 
Duckworth on thr ocher 
The lumberyard was an full 
you could hardly find 
room for a lumber stack A 
major portion of the 
lumber was exported to 
England and France, with 
bln T Alcock of New 
York serving as broker and 
learuring wide poplar 
boards used in England and 
France as paneling 

The* mill burned at 
divbreak in April 1941 
(unknown day) By 1942. 
through thr efforts of 
A W Cor km. with the 
help of Shorty Reese 
drafting, thr mill was 
»(hah Mr ttvkag who 
ww» harmerh with Ab 
1‘halfwerv m Jh. tnwn 
waai 1 alifornta. and 
Mffnl whm hr was % alfcrd 
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,nJJ m*kc iheir 
to Band their 
]«« home B' the 
ON all rhe Curtin 
h*J m*Jc »t to 

»nj the West 
Midland wu 
j an end 

t part itf ION and 
13 Firm Whon 
fcvhfjJ rent to 
ith rhe No- 1 

i M! Skidmore. 

> pufi rhr k'crl of 
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to meet the challenge and 
relniiUI the null, rhe mill 

ua> - urll •s^rnWed 

under the guidelines of Mr. 
Corkm. that they had a 
normal cut the first day and 
m k*vs than 120 days, both 
sides were running. 

rhe null ran from 1942 
to 1945. mainly from 
nmber tin the Back Fork of 
Elk and Pointa Mountain. 
The mill finally closed in 
h*45 and the mill assets 
sold to Harrison Lumber 
Company of Arkansas. 
The old engines were sold 
to Midwest Steel and Junk 
of Charleston. WV. The 
engines were cut up and 
loaded ar old Red Oak 
Mine It was indeed a sad 
Jbv in the history of 
narrow gauge railroads 
»Kcn R. Roy ran old No. 

1 2 with the smokestack 


■i a 
Ik «u 
t«r 


» run| i\uy r«iii inunu. 

»*. with the smokestack 
and other parts gone, from 
Red 1 Xu down through 
hrrpmj. acruaa the river to 
the old mill site, whrfe l hr 
PjA* anr later «dd to Ely 
Hmu*! Lumhrt (iumpany 
Fenwick, Nicholas 


County 
■ TWl 
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coal production. The 
population has dropped 

from a high of approxima¬ 
tely 1,800 to about 250 
people. Coal production is 
still alive with Ike Lewis, a 
former football coach and 
coal stripper, from 
Pickens. How much 
production he gets is 
unknown to this writer, 
but I would estimate 
approximately 700 tons 
per day. 

Bergoo No. 4, from 
1935 to 1959, was a rather 
good mine with a lifetime 
production of 6,498,554 
tons. It was a thriving 
mining town with 70 
houses, company store, 
school, church, and union 
hall. The taxis out of 
Webster Springs kept the 
road hot bringing the 
miners to town and back to 
spend their money. 

The No. 5 mine was only 
in operation from 1945 to 
1950, with a production of 
501,780 tons 

Britton No 1 from 1943 
to 194) never amounted to 
a w hole lot. 10,178 tons 

Britton No 1, from 
194) to 1959. produced 
1.664.585 torn, and w»»a 
great urrvtor to (hr i\h* 
jroplc lhf ww*ir or none 
coal fronted by the taaahct 
and dryer uatvl by 

•Kmii all rhe people in 
Wrbnn County, t one 
oauuiMlici Umrpik* 
td buar ual icnwia today 


It* 
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Rr j Oak down through 
Brrfiw, mr>>» the rlvvr *" 
ihr..M mill Mio. whrrr the 
«rrc later sold to bly 
Thomas Lumber Company 
of Fenwick. Nicholas 
County 

The No 9 engine i* all 
that remains from a legend 
,e narrow- gauge engine* It 
i« %ftll in operation and 
Vtng used as a tourist 
attraction in the state of 
Maryland 

The Curtin story could 
Or written in book form 
and would be worthy of 
»ak in a rrv book store in t he 

Lotted States My main 


production or o,rytt,554 
tons. It was a thrivm K 
mining town with 7o 
houses, company atort*, 
school, church, and union 
|ml I The taxis out of 
Webster Springs Wept the 
road hot bringing the 
miners to town and hack to 
spend their money. 

The No 5 mine wav«> n |y 
in operation from 1945 to 
1950, with a production of 
501,780 tons. 

Britton No. 1 from 1943 
to 1943 never amounted to 
a whole lot, 10.178 tons. 

Britton No. 1, from 
1943 to 1959, produced 
3.664.585 tons, and was a 
great service to the poor 
people. The waste or bone 
coal rejected by the washer 
and dryer was used by 
about all the people in 
Webster County, at one 
time or another. Large piles 
of bone coal remain today. 
It was used for fills, roads. 


iixwnmt about the coal 
truer ru and production. 
TV LioUm Ridge or 

BrthMirm Steel Mine, 
loumi orpuaitr forcoat 
m-m the nnC major iial 
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(Thry had thru 
ass |wii plan, imNit*. 
Md bouJsin cutting 
Its «**«»<*>* «»n 
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produced from 1945 ^ 

1947 . 205.534 tons 
The Curtin story *oul 
not be complete without 
mentioning the company! 
store Someone w-rotc a 
xmg aKnit loading lb tons 
uf *.oal and being one is' 

uUanddert>rfin debt and 

wound up by saving 
oared his aole w 
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thr firm major cool 
mn Ofetltion within \Vi Ut«-r 
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mtn «vj ton pxmer plant, motors, 
■ ami liooJwin * tit t in« 
there machines Its operation nn 
Irweh rt kx *ene 15 years, yet. little 
•raj M hatforv of this mine is 
isl«xto known to this writer, 
. «•- m hrvauir they were an out of 
m 41 aitr curporation. 
rKMtm to Parcitil. or Bergoo No 
mt »%r» 1 , m oprratrd by Curtin 

mm4m from 1929 to 19*6. 
f js i*w* produced a lifetime 
production of 995.404 
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1910 to 1954. 
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mentioning thr company 
store. Someone wrote a 
song about loading 16 tons 
of coal and being one day 
old and deeper in debt, and 
wound up by saying he 
owed his sole to the 
company store; a true 
story. Some people worked 
every day in the mines and 
got more out of the store 
than they earned 

The old scrip story (buy 
cigarettes for $2 00 per 
carton and sell them for 
$1 50) applies to many 
other items, and the 
sharpies down town took 
advantage of the opportun¬ 
ity. About everybody in 
town took scrip, it they 
could get « cheap mxgh 
It went right back to thr 
company store and they 
hugh meats, pixrtm 
furniture. anj g» It was a 
way ha the nan era to grt 
ankthr Or any other 
worth? pyrpar They ward 
to |4n |%4rf «t ftrtgoo and 
IW?« arwi aty parrni thr 
mpm m »aik It Mtvni a 
iujiuw on kJk River m 
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of 7.900.576 tons 

fKr mining «n»n» from 
l#!0 to 1^54 ha* made a 
complete change. J^ c 
Par Jrr Curtin home off ice 
n row located there u well 
m an *11 eWvtru sawmill A 
mt^e jetton of the coal 
Company hi hi tew are owned 
h mJatndoiU and a large 
pr nm tapr of the popub- 
Ooa fk^a week for private 
mJuacrt or survive on 


ftrt#oo No 3 or 
U»thya<«Hi which is 
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every nay in the mines and 
Hot more out of the store 
than they earned 

The old scrip story (buy 
cigarette* for $2.00 per 
carton and sell them for 
$1 50) appllca to many 
other item#, and the 
sharpie* down town took 
advantage of the opportun¬ 
ity. About everybody in 
town took scrip, if they 
could get it cheap enough 
It went right back to the 
company store and they 
bought meats, groceries, 
furniture, and gas It was a 
way for the miners to get 
medicine or any other 
worthy purpose. They used 
to play poker at Bergoo and 
Barton and scrip played the 
same as cash It served a 
purpose on Elk River as 
legal tender 

Mr Orkney, from our 
town of Webster Spring*, 
bis worked a lifetime lor 
Curtin-first as a lumber 
talesman In 1927 hr carat 
to WVhatcr County ** store 

manager, buying and 
runn*~g the Curtin wore 
until retirement They had 

CoattiuMil On Page 1l 
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Paul G. Thayer 


t (vail fhr throttle and 
No» (he abtvtlc for the 
5&.0 Railroad He went to 
work u j fireman in 1944 


hit engineer 


10*7 He 


(Inn, v Ikl &> for started running the 1212 
farrert to freight engine, later the 
igcelw 1314 In December 1949 
ir rmiirvad he bumped into the 
K around patsenjrr run from Pickens 
aruiro^ to Buckhannon. steam 
engine »3113. His first 
three days in Pickens is 
Hit 


d hard * He Kart ed from Buckhan- 
k of the non to Pickens in a 1941 
Ford ar 7:30 ar night and 



armed In IVkens the nett 
nomlng. at 7:10 and thirty 
minutes hue for the daiiy 
run to Buckhannon. They 
got the train on the move to 
Alexandra and the 
conductor came up to M-. 
Thayer in the cab of the 
engine (3113) and said to 
Mr. Thayer. "You are not 
running n tr right train, we 
are thirty minutes late." 
Mr. Thayer said to the 
fireman, "We will pull into 
Buckhannon on time." He 
pulled down the track at 
about 40 miles per hour for 
a mile and a sign said 'Track 
warning. 10 miles pe- 
hour ' 

He never touched the 
throttle. He said at times he 
thought the engine and 
passenger cars were all 
going into the river. He 
pulled into Adrian and the 
conductor gave him 
another visit and informed 
him to slow it down, we 
were ahead of time. 

Mr. Thayer ran the 
PSckcns to Buckhannon 
run for six months and the 
conductor never talked to 
him again about his 
schedule. The second night 
in Pickens. Mr. Thayer 
went to bed at the Pickens 
Hotd as soon as supper was 
over. He woke up about 
12:00 o'clock to go to die 
Johnny house. The fire lad 
gone out in the pot belly 
Move. He reached lor his 

Trsrr 

boost was on the back 


porch of fhr second floor 
ill tlie hotel. Mr Tliaycr 
finally made it lurk to the 
bed and the Hostler foe 
3113 informed him and the 
fireman (hat the engine and 
water lines to the passenger 
coaches were freezing up. 
Mr Thayer, the f.reman 
and Hostler had the engine 
thawed out. heat in the 
passenger coaches and 
3113 and crew was cn their 

way at 7:30 a.m. for 
Buckhannon. 

Mr. Thayer served as 
engineer on the 5005 
passenger train engirc from 
Rich wood to Clarksburg. 
He also blowed the whisdc 
and pulled the throttle on 
7608. one of the biggest 
steam engines ever in 
service except the 614, that 
runs continuously on 
excursion runs yet today 
and yearly from Cincinnati 
to Hinton. The 7608 was 
192 feet long from cow 
catcher to the coupling at 
the end of the water tank 
with a 235 lb. steam 
pressure, held 25 tons of 
coal and 22,000 gallons of 
water and was used to haul 
troop trains all over the 
United States during 
World War □. 

Mr. Thayer has trained a 
number of young engineers 
on diesel. Tommy Bragg, 
Don Snyder and many 
many others. He has runon 
about all the trackage from 

WHWHBiP 

Gauley Rivers, Grafton 


and Cumbcrlind. Mary¬ 
land; there i» I .trie trackage 
in die scope of the BficO 
Grafton yank that Mr. 

Thayer has nut covered. 

Mr. Thayer was the 

original objector to the - --.- 

conditions at the old down to the water . The day 
Beanery arCowen. He filed of the wreck the — 


fire and the recent vrrrcV 
Central ta Tunnel ^ 
you come out erf the 400 
feet tunnel it » only si* -. 
40 feet to the 600 feet 
bridge with guerden ever, 
100 feet and over 200 feet 


_ report on several 
occasions about living 
conditions, screen doors, 
beds and general condi¬ 
tions. A new air condition¬ 
ed Beanery was built and 
this writer and his brothers 
were the prime contract¬ 
ors. We also started the 
Cass Scenic Railroad the 
same year. 

Mr. Thayer WTecked at 
Orlando n Braxton 
County in 1958. The first 
car behind three engineers 
kicked a rail and 31 coal 
cars loaded jumped the 
crack and pied up 6 deep. 
We were clocked at 39 
miles per hour when we 
wrecked. 

Mr. Thayer wrecked two 
miles east of Cowen on 
Laurel Creek's steepest 
grade. Wc had a loose 
wheel that wouldn't slow 
down in a curve and turned 
sideways and derailed 37 
coal cars. There is probably 
coal on Laurel Creek 
today. It went all over the 
hillside. 1 once wrecked 
one, the big Ditch, coming 
from Camden-on-Gauic-y 
Wc came upon a br 

hoppers ol coal E\ 


was through the tunnel *n<i 
on the burning bridge and 
engines passed over the 
bridge an the steel guerders 
and clearing the burning 
ties and hot steel as they 
slid across the guerders the 
fueloil tanks were split and 
when die fuel oil hit the hot 
steel i’ made a tremendous 
fire. Somehow the 
engineers and train crews 
managed to put out the fire 
and save the engines. Mr 
Thayer was one of the 
engineers who helped 
rebuild the bridge and 
restore railroad traffic. 

Mr. Thayer married a 
railroad woman. His 
Charlotte Thayer, was a 
clerk and telegraph 
operator in Grafton before 
they moved to Cowen 
Mr. Thayer was bom to 
be a railroad engineer. He 
has many good pictures of 
engines and wrecks and can 
talk for hours about hii 
lifetime railroad «rper: 
ence. He is a living, walk in, 
legend on B6cO 
history. A membe 
Cowen Railroad 
fame, Mr. Thayer u __ 
that a// Webster Count! 
and West Virginians’ 


body remembers the bridge should be proud of. 
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PH*** « ___ _- 

fpaul G. Thayer 


Paul G. Thayer, a 90 lb. 
railroad engineer, who was 
not supposed to make it 
because of his size, his 
engineer leather gloves 
come almost to his 
elbows, he had to look for 
small women’s garters to 
hold the sleeves up on his 
shirt and his blue railroad 
handkerchief went around 
his neck twice, his railroad 
cap npped his eyebrows. 
He looked like a midget 
with a circus. His 
determination and hard 
work made him one of the 
best railroad engineers to 


ever pull the throttle and 
blow the whistle for the 
B6tO Railroad. He went to 
work as a fireman in 1944 
and was running as an 
engineer in 1947. He 
started running the 1212 
freight engine, later the 
1314. In December 1949 
he bumped into the 
passenger run from Pickens 
to Buck han non, steam 
engine #3113. His first 
three days in Pickens is 
something to remember. 

' He started from Buckhan- 
non to Pickens in a 1941 
Ford at 7:30 at night and 


arrived in Pickens the 
morning, at 7:30 and tl 
minutes late for the i 
run to Buckhannon. * 
got the train on the mo 
Alexandra and 
conductor came up tc 
Thayer in the cab o 
engine (3113) and sa 
Mr. Thayer, ’’You ar 
running a freight tral 
are thirty minutes 
Mr. Thayer said tt 
fireman, "We will pu 
Buckhannon on time 
pulled down the tra 
about 40 miles per ho 
a mile and a sign said * 
warning, 10 miles 
hour.' 

He never touche 
throttle. He said at di 
thought the engin 
passenger cars we 
going into the riv' 
pulled into Adrian t 
conductor gave 
another visit and mi 
him to slow it do* 
were ahead of time 
Mr Thayer n 
Pickens to Buck 
run for sax months 
conductor never ta 
him again aboi 
schedule. The see or 
in Pickens, Mr 
went to bed at the 
Hotel as soon at sup 
om He woke up 
1240 o'clock to go 
juhnnv house The f 
gone out m the pu 
Move Hr rewthed I 









thr • fmtk for the 
taikiwd He went to 

» • fireman in 1*M4 
m running u an 
pt in 1047 He 
runnsvC the 1212 

n^rv. Later the 
a December 1949 


arrived in Taken* the next 
morning, at 7.30 and thirty 
minute* late for the daily 
run to Buc khan non. They 
got the nratnonthe move to 
Alexandra and the 
conductor came up to Mr. 
Thayer in the cab of the 
rnpnr (3113) and said to 
Mr Thayer. "You are not 
running a freight train, wc 
are thirty minutes late." 
Mr Thayer said to the 
fireman, "We will pull into 
Buckhannun on time." He 


taped into the pulled down the track at 
t run from Pickens about 40 miles per hour for 
khan non steam a mile and a sign said'Track 
• 3113 Ho first warning. 10 miles per 
ns in fVken* is hour ' 


g to r eme m ber He never touched the 
d from Buckhan throttle. He said at times he 


Vim a a 1941 

’ JC at rught and 



thought the engine and 
passenger cars were all 
going into the river. He 
pulled into Adrian and rhe 
conductor gave him 
another visit and informed 
him to slow it down, wc 
were ahead of time. 

Mr Thayer ran the 
fVkcns to Ruck Hannon 
foe «* months and the 
conductor never talked to 
Kim again about hit 
•cheduir The second night 
m PWkrna. Mr Thayer 
•«* to bed at tlr fVkrm 
• snnai as tupprr w as 
f 7» lb* •>*«■ »Unji 
1200 o cfocb to go to the 
K^nyhuuar The fire M 


porch of the second floor 
of the hotel. Mr Thayer 
finally made it back to the 
bed and the Hostler for 
3113 informed him and the 
fireman that the engine and 
water lines to 11 a* passenger 
conches were freezing up. 
Mr Thayer, the fireman 
and Hostler had the engine 
thawed out, heat in the 
passenger coaches and 
3113 and crew was on their 
way at 7:30 a.m. for 
Buckhannon. 

Mr. Thayer served as 
engineer on the 5005 
passenger train engine from 
Richwood to Clarksburg. 
He also blowed rhe whistle 
and pulled rhe throttle on 
7608, one of the biggest 
steam engines ever in 
service except the 614, that 
runs continuously on 
excursion runs yet today 
and yearly from Cincinnati 
to Hinton. The 7608 was 
192 feet long from cow 
catcher to the coupling at 
the end of the water tank 
with a 235 lb. steam 
pressure, held 25 tons of 
coal and 22,000 gallons of 
water and was used to haul 
troop trains all over the 
United States during 
World War U. 

Mr Thayer ha* trained a 
number <4 young engineers 
on dirarl Tummy Hr«g(. 
(Xm Snyder and many 


and Clumber land. Mar 
land; there is little tracks 
in the scope of the B6* 
Grafton yards that K 
Thayer ha* not covered 
Mr. Thayer was i 
original objector to 
condition* at the « 
Beanery at Gowen. He fi 
a report on seve 
occasions about liv 
conditions, screen do 
beds and general cui 
dons. A new air condic 
ed Beanery was built 
this writer and his brot 
were the prime contt 
ors. We also started 
Cass Scenic Railroad 
same year. 

Mr. Thayer wrecke 
Orlando in Bra* 
County in 1958. The 
car behind three engu 
kicked a rail and 31 
cars loaded, jumped 
track and piled up 6 • 
Wc were clocked a 
miles per hour whe 
wrecked 

Mr. Thayer wrccke 
miles east of Cose 
Laurel l >erk *s «e 
grade We had a 
wheel that wouldn't 
down in a curve and n 
sideways and dcraile 
coal cars There is pru 
coal on Laurel C 
n*la> It went all ove 







) of thr foa* 

* hotel Mr Thayer 
i m»ic It lw» k l»' ^ 
anJ rhr M*«mIt» f»w 
mKxmrvi him and the 
in (Sal the <tvpnr and 
knr* «D (Sr pawengrr 
% were franing up 
Imtr (Sr Mrrtnan 
nrirr Sad (Sr mipnc 
[ out. Kent m the 
|rr cokKo and 
i%iitr« »*aon their 
t 7.V am for 


hr»e* •cord *» 

on (Sr W05 
rfruen 


o c larksburg 
«d (Sr nSaacic 
hr (Srvctlr on 
# dir h ^apr ai 


r 614. (Km 


tt 


fh-taa ad 


■ * ' * I 


and l umherUnd, Mary 
land, there la little trackage 
in (Ik* n.'opc of (Sr B&O 
Oraftiw yartS (ha( Mr 
IKavrr ha* no( covered. 

Mr lhaycr was (Sc 
original objector to the 
condition* at the old 
lira nr ry at txiwen. He filed 
a report on several 
occasions about living 
conditions, screen doors, 
beds and general condi¬ 
tions A new air condition¬ 
ed Be an ery was built and 
this writer and his brothers 
were the prime contract¬ 
or* We also started the 
Casa Scenic Railroad die 
same year. 

Mr Thayer wrecked at 
Orlando in Braxton 
County in 1958. The first 
car behind three engineers 
kicked a rail and 31 coal 
cars Umied. jumped the 
track and piled up 6 Jeep 
Wr were clucked at 39 
"•dr* pit hour when we 
Treked 

Mr They er wrecked two 
erf limtn on 

kmartl t r or k *i *f repeat 

«rwV We had § Ujow 
• Ml «Kai wouldn't iU 
*• • curve and turnrd 

•**'•*•• and dreaded 17 

******* TWee m nttrfwbi* 


fire and thr recent wreck at 
(Vmralin Tunnel. When 
you come out of the 400 
feet tunnel it i» only a l*>,„ 
40 feet to the 600 feet Ion' 
bridKc with guerders every 
100 feet and over 200 fce t 
down to the water. The day 
of the wreck the engineer 
was through the tunnel and 
on the burning bridge and 
engines passed over the 
bridge on the steel guerders 
and clearing the burning 
ties and hot steel as they 
slid across the guerders the 
fuel oil tanks were split and 
when the fuel oil hit the hot 
steel it made a tremendous 
fire. Somehow the 
engineers and train crews 
managed to put out the fire 
and save the engines. Mr. 
Thayer was one of the 
engineers who helped 
rebuild the bridge and 
restore railroad traffic. 

Mr. Thayer married a 
railroad woman. His 
Charloexe Thayer, was a 
clerk and telegraph 
iterator in Grafton before 
they moved to Cowen 

Mr Thayer was bom to 
be a railroad engineer He 
ha* many good picture* of 
engines and wrec k * m 


As 


by Sheri 

My p 
been fil 
blunder; 
So me or 
the non 
the elec 
the poi 
two-tin 
had a si 
at the 
here 
Virgirv 
recove 
man tl 
the el 
1972 
rccou: 
Cour 
opcn< 
voant 
of ha 
no 1 
exccf 
Larr> 
hallo 
and 


siom 

elect 

mo\i 


elect 








I 



Asking 




«r .bsW (V 


Politicians To Consider Youth And C.C.C.’ 


*.4 !VWa«% 
rirvtv'n I »•» 


hut nt JnlMrd 
hroiac I wtuld 
afhtkvi* that 




1972 b • 

kmm Mi » fUrvio^h 

CM*lt (Elkiltsl, »t 

««l the HvJr IVk 
NHFmu »«h Scuw 
tt ha£oo and 790 voter*. 


rmxf* R-hsr J Neely and 
Larrtr Ba*lo had ttoirr the 
faaftoo Ijnrtg noon mru 
and thr County Commts- 


on cotnnuMtoncrt. 
d dot they accept the 
a* ntabliahrd by the 
*■ (dltctaU on the 
Irva-I and Dick 


In lOWunderPreudmc 
Eamkowtt, WV (vtmacnv 
was flat uMfnphmitni In 
wthrm WVwasatanali- 
ormr h«h Unemployment 
funds were pmc, relief and 
food order* were almoat 
im 30**lhie. Red Croaa. 
churches and charity 
. vgantunons were broke 
TV vnichern counties of 
McDowell. Mingo. Lipr 
and Mercer were at a 
standstill 

Aa an elected member of 
the WV Legislature, we 
organised a committee for 
distressed area of WV. I 
was appointed chairman of 
the 2 5-member committee 
I see poverty at the worst 
with ugly conditions, 
outside toilets with their 
sticky smells, a dinging 
odor long after you left the 
vcerir, thuearrinp dangling 
ft urn ovrraiicd hard-u* 
mining boots, caps and 
soris pulled down over 
thick, dark, dirty hair. 


checkerboard John Rnthir 
shirta. etc eke of thu 10 
day. JVmctabn corrmii 




Scale Tcmrcieary kuiuh .. 
program (STEPI SI.CD an 
hour Mate park work's 
program, the welfare seed 
and piiioi program, and 
the first S30.00C for food 
stamps in McDowell' 
County alone, later Mingo, 
Logan. Clay and Webster 
and then statewide and 
now nationwide 

Last year 1985.1 hod TV 
in Charleston, five sights 
weekly that covered 
Kanawha, Putnam, parts of 
Clay, Fayette and Boone l 
havr a TV library. VHS 
and Beta, thirty-si* 30- 
minute TV shows with 
various legislators, State 
Senators and Board of 
Public Works all on file at 
my home at 216 River 
Drive, Webster Springs. 
WV. They have run as re¬ 
runs in Webster Springs, 
Ruck harm on and are now 
running in Morgantown 
and will run in Elkins 
immediately after Christ¬ 
mas. I hope the TV cable 
subscribers of Webster TV 
Cable Service demand they 
run the TV Sheriff Given 
show in Webstrr Springs, 
during the January- 
February legislative 


• implr am] n at tonal kihkhm arcurtr 
iltMOuiaigrinrnt I have tyunw ta nut able n. l.bof 
been in the political provide auch (ab. The Comp 

barnyard ol discarded Reagan adiraantrattan » and trvteg twr J 

Democrat politicians lor running wild with space second claw c«xtw out of 

yearv The WV family age. star narc.and nuWv our cmaeas They have and 

politician says we don't and detenu contract*. so amen to Rawpn’soar wars, 
sore for Sheriff Given. He many and au big that congresumat benefits, 
can’t win. he won t pay on conrtob have been laa tutkro aid continue to 
the precinct level He’s s while taapayrrs ate buying sole for l trillion deigns 
loser, be doesn’t npee We ash trays far S100 each and that tnr children and 
don’t need Kira on the boll*, nuts, washers and grandchildren can 
team Election after screwdrivers for M0 each. pay. 

election the people help me Congress has been The gnat 100-v <_ 

knock on doo-s — the brainwashed Into approv- of November 4 and 5. la 
team gets out their cash in* safety fur thia nation to history, and 
political funds, and pay on the tune of a 2 trillion debt and gcvemi 
the precinct level — and if at 8% interest while at die 
necessary re-finance same time reducing the 
election day about noon, standard of living of the 
and start giving and buying, middle and working class 
l always make t.ncm spend, by tightening of black lung, 
hustle, pull their halt,fight food tramps, social 
among themselves and 
promisr one anothet and 


ate at the mercy 
politicians, both state and 
nanonal. Think of all die 
laid-off coal miners. If the 
government and politicians 
Continued On Page 12 


Ward healer* political 
dreams of elepriant she. 

Jobs are the main issue in 
WV and the nation. 
Serious questions should 
be raised by the WV 
legislature and our 
Congresstona delegation 
in Washingttai, DC about 
any government or any 
economic system that can 
provide Jobs to all who 
need them and are able to 

work. It is crystal dear with 
unemployment at about 
155b in WV and 44% for 
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Mike Ross Gas and Oil Coalton 


II vou are interested in Gas and Oil and need 1,000 acres 
blocked up Mike Ross can help you. If you are from any 
of the 18 Latin American Countries and have gas and oil 


acreage for sale, Mike Ross will buy, sell or 

help you block up acreage for drilling or 

selling. Mike Ross 

Buckhannon, WV 26201 ■ 
(304) 472-1110 







Mike Ross Gas and Oil Coalton 


If you are interested in Gas and Oil and need 1,000 acres 


blocked up Mike Ross can help you. If you are from any 
of the 18 Latin American Countries and have gas and oil 
acreage for sale, Mike Ross will buy, sell or 
help you block up acreage for drilling or 
selling. Mike Ross 
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A Trip To Bald Knob 


Coldest And Highest 
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Coldest And Highest 


U„v<n»J spent pert of the 
r ( tvv ,, months in ('ass, 
P,y rt rtJ on occasions 

\ ,,n ' c lHJt ,r ° m W .° rk 
* „ on «he front porch of 

V tl kl Company Store, 
Thuh at one rime was one 
j the highest in the state 
‘ | kept about anythin* 
von wanted, one hears the 
Thotlc of old No. 4 Shay 
rn^inc purchased from 
o.rch Valley Lumber 
Company, Tioga, WV and 
used at Cass as a 
remembrance of old 

tapn* days and as an 
excursion train for people 
fnvn *11 over the U.S. and 
fprrtgn countries At the 
Indent time, old No. 4 
rrr>ts a* a training engine, 
traowng some voung men 
at future engineers for the 
Caaa Scenic Railroad when 
m w completed to Bald 
Kt*<6 The No. 7 Shay 

metftr which recently 
man] fhr Mountain State 
Forest Festival, was 
run hoard by the Natural 
IU*< *c»rcrt Department 
from Meadow River 
i <«**.*>• RainrUr. WV 

Nu S ard No 1 arr 


many thousand feet of 
lumber was sawed in 24 
hours (242 M feet). They 
nil remember certain 
railroad wrecks and snow 
storms' and 'about all ot 
them have been in the town 
of Spruce in its heyday, 
propulate 500 in 1914, 
boarding house, post 
office, school and Dr. 
Coffer and his pill bag and 
motor car. 

Mr. Walter Good, 
railroad engineer on the 
Spruce line from 1927 
until 1960, can give you as 
much or more information 
as anyone in Cass. In fact, 
he was the engineer for No. 

1 to Bald Knob when the 
politicians and Mr. Rerron 
took the last ride. He 
recalls a wreck on the run 
around in Spruce with a 
700 Malley belonging to 
the Western Maryland He 
was running Shay No. 12, 
reversing the har. The 700 
hit him again Shay No 12 
wan never run anymore He 
said it was really sad to see 
such a good engine be cut 
up for junk, as the Mower 
Lumber Company Engines 

N»* 2. 1. 8,9. 10.11.xnd 

M p* the same treatment 
katrr can tie Mied lo me 
(Hal he had a Shay engine 
trff thr ttai aa many ax 12 


Sh«V engines No. 12.m 
(150 ton) were v 
exclusively on the , 
mile being rebuilt m; 
two and sometimes 
trips in 24 hours. 
C6cO from Ronccrv 
Durbin took 100 cj 
lumber, pulp and t 
bark, from Cass i 
every day to Covi 
Virginia and Luke 


Maryland. Mr. Gog 
was one of the engir 
this run for 
remembers the old 
car and tried tokee 
him as much as | 
There were so mar 
trying to trav. 
Sp r uce to Cass 
dangerous riding 
cars. Thirteen we 
could haul and g< 
the switch back* 
used a brakemax 
two cars. He 
supply car arw 
were overloaded 
pickers in the sc 
an awful kx < 
during the fall a 

Mr Good’s 
living m Cass, i 
hoarding house 
or Cheat Jurx 
1941-1*46. an 
the last ot the I 


>pcuvc 


ailroau 





spruce line from 1927 
until i960, can give you as 
much or more information 
anyone in Cass. In fact, 
lu* was the engineer for No 
1 to Bald Knob when the 
politicians and Mr Barron 
took the last ride. He 
recalls a wreck on the run 
around in Spruce with a 
700 Mallcy belonging to 
the Western Maryland! He 
was running Shay No. 12, 
reversing the bar. The 700 
hit him again. Shay No. 12 
was never run anymore. He 
said it was really sad to see 
such a good engine be cut 
up for junk, as the Mower 
Lumber Company Engines 
Nos. 2, 3, 8, 9, 10, 11, and 
1 3 got the same treatment 
later on. He stated to me 
that he had a Shay engine 
off the track as many as 12 
times in one day. 

As you know, Mower 
Lumber Company had 
their own <hop (srill in 
operation) and made all 


Spruce to < 
dangerous ric 
cars. Thirtce 
could haul a 
the switch 1 
used a brak 
two cars, 
supply car 
were overlo 
pickers in t 
an awful 
during the 


Kni'b I he No. / Mnny 
engine, which recently 
Muted the Mountain State 
Forest Festival, was 
pirchasrd by the Natural 
Resources Department 
from Meadow River 
t'txapanv. R.uncllc, WV. 
Shiv No S and No. 1 air 
f tin- i»riginal engines 
left from the Mower 
Lumber Company. Num¬ 
ber 5 i* in opr ration and 
No 1 is being completely 
overhauled and will he 
ready for service by June of 
1967 Shay No. 1 was the 
kau engine to Bald Knob in 
1961 vf?h Wsllv Barron 

*.-J ixhrf »Uir official* 


Mr. Go 
living in C 
boarding 1 
or Cheat 
1941-1941 
the last of 
SDruce. Cl 
the raili 
between 


Railroad 
water, co 
w as an a 
railroad 

and asv 
rtiXrosd 


burning 

area. Mn 
storv o4 
which » 

hoc dem 
storm 
Wchater 
*m n peo 
were wr 
dectnot' 
pevH'ir I 
and och 
country 
Wr hater 


there w-as no one like John 
Lowery. He would whittle 

a pottrm for the piece out 

,*r wood. then go to the 
shop and with the help and 
advice of others, would 
cast the piece out of steel 
The present railroad 
known as the lass Scenic 
Railroad, was a really hav 
t4a*r from 1906 tvs NH 


on the store 
ir hears wiki tales 
« Henning* and 
Cochran, as well 
other* Somehow 
tnhrf more iKhiI 


Pardee-Curtin Lumber 




Sitting on the store 0 f wocxl, then go to the 
porch, one hear* wiki talca shop and with the help and 
of Thornf Hennings and advice of others, would 
fltg |ohn Cm bran, as well cast the piece out of steel. 

A » many others. Somehow The present railroad 
ihey remember more about known as the Cass Scenic 
fame*, flat lights, murders, Railroad, was a really busy 
and Mil* than about how place from 1906 to 1913. 

Pardee-Curtin Lumber 


Ctsitinual From Page 6 
»hout anything that you 
could ask for. The 
Htrchousc in Her goo was 
equal to a latyc wholesale 
hou*r I\*atocs and many 
fvxxl items were bought in 
carload lots 

The ftudee Curtin Store 
hod many good store 
managers under Mr. 
Orkney Doy Brannon, 
Parcoal; Brack Davis, 
Parcoal; LB. Robinson, 
Bcrg^*», George Barnett of 
Camden on Gauley, 
» The Curtin stores 
mrrr ciausdered among the 
brv of company stores in 
thr statr of West Virginia 
k u this writer’s opinion 
•hat Curtin was an 
escriimt company. It is 
*has stfct’i opinion 
fb»t every tun of coal and 
Kkoid at lumhrf that 
hi* Wfbun County 
base (mi laard by 



Virginia for employment. 
We are thankful for all the 
■ood football players 
Burnished to Webster 
Springs High School: Jack 
Nutter, Jim Lough, Grant 
Lough, Jim Arbogast, 
Ricky and Larry Cutlip, Joe 
and Phil Harris, Brack 
Davis, Ed Fincham, Duck 
Lipscomb, Clyde and 
Durward Lcuikart, Dick 
and Argel Smith, Walt 
Hclmick, and Frank Darko 
from Jerryvillc. 

We are proud Curtin 
sent us Grant Winkler, 
who works for the State 
Road. George Cnslip. our 
banker, his wife, a teacher 
in the local high school, 
and many others in all 
walks of life 1 wish for the 
hirdee Curtin Lumber 
rmHovers of bvib*ne y ears, 
anil present day employees, 
many years of ibwxl health 
and wuns 

P S rut a copy of «h» 

saury m the octh or unJet 
thr hrd. and Kwgn all thr 
nsr.kr* I write once a 
•«ri mJ prrtrstton Is a 
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Shay (.ngtncft No 12undM 
(1^0 ton) were used 
exclusively on the eight 
mile being rebuilt making 
two and sometimes three 
trip* in 24 hours. The 
C2kO from Roncervcrt to 
l^urbin took 100 cars of 
lumber, pulp and tanned 
bark, from Cass almost 
every day to Cxivington, 
Virginia and Luke Lake, 

Maryland Mr. Good, who 
was one of the engineers on 
this run for years 
reman hers the old supply 
car and tned to keep it with 
him as much as possible. 
There were so many people 
trying to travel from 
Spruce co Cass, it was 
dangrr«>u* riding on the k>g 
cars Thirteen were all they 
could haul and get through 
the switch bucks and they 
uvnj a brakeman for every 
two cars Hr said the 
supply car and log cars 
•ere overloaded with berry 


Mr Cxni'k wife scili 


days a u| 

windows on ih< 
fh»or of the 


> to 0* 
i* second 
boarding 


A Trip ’ 


lioiise. Mr Good told me 
that ihey put two and three | 
railroad engines together to 
plow the snow off the 
tracks. Mr. Good ran the 
lead engine and the snow 
came in the window of the 
engine so badly they had to 
stop and shovel the snow 
out of the cab. Mrs. Good 
said that during the snow 
storm they always had 
telephone connections 
with Elkins. The did run 
out of a lot of items to eat 
and had to bake biscuits 
three times a day. It was an 
experience of a lifetime. 
She only had bed room for 
14. and was stuck with 20, 
men and 2 women, and had 
to scratch the bottom of 
the barrel tor food. It lasted 
for a full w eek and they all 
made it out in fine shape 
From the talk on the front 
porch of the old Company 
Store of the Mower 


Lumber Company comes 
many a good story How 
well they are appreciated 
by the y»winger generation 
arvi the public is unknown 
One thing for sure comes 
to nail mind when you 


Some two week; 
grabbed my hat ai 
and headed down 
Randolph, Pen 
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and Jefferson c 
toward Baltimore 
with a Mr. Lili 
prudent of the 

Maryland Rail 
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Webster Spr 
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could haul and get through 
the «u itch backs and they 
used a hrakeman for every 
two car* Me said the 
supply car and log i:ar * 
were overloaded with berry 
pt* kers In the summer and 
an awful lot of hunters 
during the fall and winter. 


Mr Oood't wife, still 
living in (.'ass. ran the last 
hoarding house at Spruce 
or (heat Junction from 

1941 l and entt was 
the last of the building* at 
Spruce C'hcat junction was 
the railroad junction 
hr tween Slaty Fork and 
Flktns The steam Malley 
erf the Western Maryland 


Railroad stopped for 
water, coal and orders. It 
»a% an enjoyable place for 
railroad workers to relax 

•rwf assemble history of 

.» rr, L %. • now* 

Cmnn« and fishing tn that 

am Mrs Good tells a true 
taory of a snow storm 
wrhsch is hard to believe, 
but dements of the same 
storm were here in 
Vrtstrr Spring* Our very 
own proolr of this town 
we re without water and 
tin Hum for oar week and 
pwufrfv from l pprrglwde 
aawf other parts of the 
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<h#«^| that |ia%dp sw4 
d Is y wm list .a i kin 
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tn scratch the bottom of 
the barrel for ft*>d It lasted 
for a full week and they all 
made it out in fine shape. 
From the talk on {he front 
porch of the old (x>mpany 
Store of the Mower 
Lumber Company comes 
many a gotd story. How 
well they are appreciated 
by the younger generation 
and the public is unknown. 
One thing for sure comes 
to your mind when you 
mention Spruce, it surely is 
the coldest and highest 
place in West Virginia. 
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.o.l hUt»«rv .if 

g»M, ana uu i*k* ua 
hunting and fnhlng in that 
•rrt Mr* Good tell* i true 
Mixv ot • mow storm 
whkh *% hard to believe, 
but dement* of the »«mr 
•form *rtr here In 
WeKtrr Spring Our verv 
iMrn ivot'lr of thi* ttmn 
•ere without water and 
electricity for one week and 
rev>f4c from Upperglade 
and t*her part* of the 
counfry *trr ude lined in 
Wrfoccr Sfxtrvtfi from 2 to 

5 dam The tune wa» 
Pccembcr 7. 1944 

4 I was in Germany 

at chat time. I recall talking 
to nuftr of our cm arm 
about their conditions 
during that particular week 
of K gpnc history Mrs 
Good laid It started 
laaaiat it 6 am 

rWamtvr 7. 1944 and 

to*~«U totocbtobt 11 JO 

mm If here on mowing for 
a aari gal they kept 
l»n^4 fanned* In three 
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A Trip To 

Some two weeks ngo, I 
grahhtxl my hat and coat 
and headed down through 
Randolph, Pendleton, 
Grant, Hurdy, Hampshire, 
and Jefferson counties 
toward Baltimore to talk 
with a Mr. Liliae, vice 
pe*'**‘dent of the Western 

Maryland Railroad in 
reference to a possible 
tourist train out of 
Webster Springs to 
Spruce, to Elkins, and 
possible connections with 
the Cass Scenic Railroad. 
The 1.2 mile linking tract 
would connect the Cass 
Scenic Railroad, the 
Western Maryland, and 
the C&lO and make service 
avaiUMr to tourists that is 
unbelievable If this should 
hri4«nc a reality instead of 
a dream. West Virginia 
could be the greatest 
«jurnf attraction of all the 
•cares in the nation 

l talked with Mr LiUac. 
who fa«e me only little 
mcuuraartnrni. however. 


hr dsdTwtrn to mv story. 


km to take 
<ad rtvt*f 

14. W70 

Swines to 


Page 11 

Bald Knob 

Spruce, through the scenic 
wonderland from Bergoo 
to Slaty Fork, to Spruce. 

We were honored to have 
Mr. Utterback, trainmaster 
of the Elkins branch, as one 
of our drivers. We were 
accompanied by State 
Senator Mr. Carl Gainer, 
who is also Senate 
Chairman of the Natural 
Resources Committee, and 
Mr. Bob Phillips, his 
Republican opponent for 
the upcoming election on 

November 3, 1970. The 
young, energetic teacher 
from the local Webster 
Springs High School, Mr. 
.Leroy Crislip, was with us 
as photographer, and he is a 
real good one. His pictures, 
on this trip, will be a credit 
to Webster County citiiens 
for the next generation. We 
were fortunate in the 
services ol Mr Phillip 
Bagdon of Alexandria, 
Virginia, an employee of 
Jim Comstock's and the 
''Hillbilly". This young 
man is just starting in 
i (tHimalism and. his first 
voir a* a waiter, photo* 
; graphrr. and newspaper 
y man He was highly 
, Continued On l v *gr 8 







K the V'*in|prr generation 
•nJ the t% unknown. 

Or»r thing for sure come* 
m rnur mind » Im ii yuu 
mrnnon Spruce, It surely l* 
rhr coIJtmi in*l highest 
plkv w VH rU Virginia 


who gave me ci 
encouragement, 
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lillbllly This young 

m is j us t starring j n 
urnalism aiul. hi* f,r St 
ar as a writer, photo- 
apher, and newspaper 
an. He was highly 
Continued On Page 8 


l»>o* Iiim IuiiuI We were 
granted 1*1 mission to take 
a couple of railroad motor 
**us on A must 14, 1970 
from Wehater Springs to 
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iiicooum Drancn vaiiey wr wesi vugmw 

Aufusi 14 , 1 963 Virginia tags and they were less a homecoming among Valley is one ot the great 

Ounng tF»r pr<x.ct* of Mate cars—probably some the friendly people who farming ^ 

■undung and running a politic •»! parasite sponging migrated to the South Virginia. 
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A Trip To Bald Knob 


Continued From Page 7 This tourist attraction a 
recommended by Mr scenic train always loaded 
Comstock, and hr is. in my with people from through- 
opinion, one of the most out the United States, is a 
ciavucal writers on railroad spectacular of wonder As 
hi*torv to come down the tnc #7* a Shay relic of 
pike His writing, on this logging years, almost stalls 

trip, win be appearing in as t h cy approach the 

newspapers throughout steepest grade in the Cass 

West Virginia, and in due Scenic Railroad Tour, all 
time, throughout the aboard experiences a thrill; 
nation- providing he a thrill which the engineer 
doesn't become a second gives his customers and 

“Sheriff” Given and let his photographers every day. 

hat go to a sia* number 8 shrill whistle, a snow, a 
and want to run for r i n g G f smoke, a few hot 

Congress or move in on the cinders, all add up to a 
New York Times for his lasting memory to al 
first full time job. aboard. 

Mr ELO Parker, a good 

Poking, young track We all have certain da< 
uirerviaor was the driver *** ^ill always remember 
r the ocher motor car He Ma V** « was a churcl 
o a talented. slow, easy a foolb ? 11 

.peaking, conscientious, ^ Oo “ ^V. a keture i 

1 1 road mam. who high school or colfegc, a h 

v-6evr.i m tarrying out his contract, or a fist fight wit 

- ler* nmr Wc were lhc Honorable C urt Trcn 
w*y taking pictures, or a bad story you gave to 

■ .is* u*i looking for newspaper, or a good <m 

that this fine you failed to get pnntc 

gmtirman will nrvrr but Aiatust 14. 1970 w 

***h*t M assignment always be a day of lastu 


COCAHC* 


M| ■ ** 

Tke flrmtuarni of 

'••vt aJ Xniait(fs an 

*?***# ** j"** • 

* k m j IW <f thru 
lM«»«aikawl bawl vf 
*kt m I saJ «as wf 

kabfiuwmn I 2 

*Ua win ik« old 

•Wimm -tifr mi a tj* 


C wirier. Mr C'rtalip. and 
the fine Young wntrr. Mr 
rhUip ha^lnn As we 
Ngnsg' the srutik, write 
the story. pound the 
tYprwfitrt Jig tkiimak 
|«pm. nnm. and the 
dRMUfy. make innumrr 
«klr aUffwiM call «aad 
ban the mabiigfii ud. wc 


August 14. 19 

L\mng 
launching 


tVAnacQAi 

C d of 
the 


Mil ft* 



«'&TopS«,.r»a 

*.*.»«• »•-"« "« k r 

wm ihf drivrr 

,,i rhr <>«•»•' mot.w »« r 

„ „ ..lrnrr. 1 . .U~-. ««v 

ztxa T.rx 

br?rr, v '«^ 

•“ -r!*gL£r chiT thj* fine 
timing tf«*n»Tcm«n w»H never 
^cepf another assiignmcnc 
fi*r * group of •W haPPV 
courista ♦celling photo- 

r>ep*rfment of 
Varural Rr»ourcrs was 
courteous enough to lend a 
helping hand One of their 
cid. Intemanonal. beat up 
trucks racked us up at 
Spruce me the foumey, 1.2 
miles over the old 
disbanded railroad of the 
Mowers Lumber Com¬ 
pany to old bctucc, and the 
4 miles throuah the 
swwa4sde mu) iwiwtm 
paradise ro Bel J Knob 

The tram loaded with 
t unati. belching smoke 
tru,m^ 0 x the tail srrucr. 
•msd a Mack uf clicking 


’he locuae trees some 
feet an the air (put 
’hrte ire Saturday cvenlna 

hf (rtvctn and 

h«*le*. I K C*4ven and 
fW Ihtckl This enframe 
ta (a» and Raid Knob was 
a dm si id hrsufy h wane 
n*-*l diktat r tnp kty e d 
^Undgdlkih lissM 
ea*«aiai «d *t«rf in 


We all have certain day 
»wv will always remember 
Mavis- l f was a church 
nervier. a football aame. 
election .lay. a lecture in 
hiuh school or college, a big 
contract, or* f»** *mht with 
ihr Honorable Curt Trent. 
or a bad »«*»rv V‘» u *» v ? to a 
nr wspaper, or a good one 
you failed to get printed, 
but August 14. 1970 will 
always be a dav of lasting 
memory with Mr. lytter- 
back. Mr. Parker. Mr 
Gainer, Mr Crtslip, and 
the fine young writer. Mr 
Philip Bagdon. As we 
regroup the words, write 
the story, pound the 
typewriter, dig through 
papers, notes, and the 
dictionary, make innumer¬ 
able telephone calls, and 
burn the midnight oil. we 
receive no pay and little or 
no local help. 


Too can do If trie or 

nothing by yourself 1 ask 

the people of Randolph. 

Pocahontas, and Wehster 
to help themselves and help 

sell the idea of a tourist 

train from Webster 
Springs to Bald Knob and 
from Elkin* to fkdd Knob 
We have to do something 

KvdffSSrS 

and down Elk River, the 
Salt Sulphur Wclb anJ 
Baths restored and a daily 
tourist train from Webster 

S*mgs to Bald Knob No 
iww man can oo amimog 
without the help (hr 
propkr I ask your help’ 
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brother. R K Given and 
Pit Muck) Thu entrance 
to C am and Raid Knob was 
a dream of brauty by %omc 
young architect, empkiycd 
Nr i »nrf and l>allv l« wa% a 
rm>numrni of grief in 
con«m*t»on. a paramount 
beauty for the tourlat. 


Salt Sulphur Well* ’ and 
Rarha reatored and a daily 
touriac rrain from Webster 

Sprinm to Bald Knob. Nri 
one man can oo any (mug 
without the help of the 
people I aak your help! 

.Sincerely, 

D.P "Sheriff" Given 


Asking Politicians To 
Consider Youth-CCC’s 


Cononunl From Page 9 

•nr human and logical, it 
wuld appropriate money 
and pH all these unem 
finnl people to work, 
Mbilkkni the flood to wt a 
of WV However. it m not 
(cWit that the federal 
gmrwnmt ta not gan| to 
fveauah the ipprtpniti- 
Sr Ip Much ku provide 
•4a am tkr mau vale aa 
iht ^TA.fCX^MmlNYA 
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T\ W HW h«» MVft 

ia««<i at te nding 

Cll ttwaa, tiiAung 

V ' WH g hat tl% 
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youths It has been a new 
style of writing, like steak 
sauce poured over my 
fountain pen; like ketchup, 
mustard or lettuce on the 
burger It isn’t so. writtng 
style ts a dish by itself. (Jim 
C4*nstock — WV HiUbtlh) 

A good cook knows how to 
cotntunr cooking elements 
in the right amount at the 
right time with the r«ht 
utnisrirurr. so this writer 
and itt cm has gmtxl to 
nush aot%lm>Jitfitmo 

to put thr pditkliA Vi the 
m>ed In o«*Kk» 
tUn* .«i 111% 

and IN 
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The South Branch Valley Of West Virginia 


rr$m muh imaginary 

>op«» that he can 


Webber 
i Kaub vnI 

midK*ak> 


road up 
i Rim. the 
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I andatkriy 
rum Wrbatrr 
id Knob No 
ou aayinmg 
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bnng at Jm* county. statr 
amt nance that could be 
moeded m the history 
hooka for the next 

fenerapon 

Aa Gnren Construction 
Company approaches the 
end of another contract 
(Umar Counry Memor¬ 
ial Hospital). 1 was 
requested to recruit some 
plasterers from the South 
Branch Valley of West 
Virprua. which is truly one 
of nature’s outdoor 
*>trndorv So with the help 
of my little yellow truck 
which has the windows 
broken. I was furnished 
with a brerar that told me I 
had been misting some¬ 
thing in all the years 1 had 
he*n traveling through 


Virginia tags and they were 
state cars—probably some 
ixtlmcal parasite sponging 
a night’* lodging. 

At 11:30 p m . I found 
myself on a moonlit 
night dnving down the 
Canaan Valley on State 
Route No. 32 to Harman. 
There was no traffic and 
my memory drifted back to 
r^cnr new* releases of 
millions of dollars for the 
development of a tourist 
mccca for that particular 
area. 1 remember a few 
years back when we were 
building the school at the 
mouth of Seneca—I rook 
the same ride in December 
during deer season and 
there seemed to be a tent 
pitched in every bend of 
the road with native 
citizens in quest of a deer. I 
drove real slow down the 
Allegheny Mountain to be 
sure of identification of a 
spot where a tractor trailer 
had wrecked and disposed 
of a trailer load of 
Campbell's Soup and well 
remembered a few voung 
boys seven or eight years 
old talking about the 


less a homecoming among 
the fnendly people who 
migrated to the South 
Branch Valley. 

Yesterday’s sounds and 
today’s in the unique South 
Branch of West Virginia, 
the sportsman’s paradise, is 
100 miles from city living. 
Yesterday's sounds were 
those of rhe fire cracking 
with smoke signals from 
the Senecas or Cherokees. 
and the Indian "wa” cry, 
along with the yelps of the 
dying wildcat just pieroed 
from the flint of the stone 
carved from the rock 
formations you now see as 
you roll merrily through 
the historic valley with a 
high powered engine at 
your fingertips listening to 
the commentators’ talk 
about the destruction of 
the world. 

Today the South Branch 


Valley ts one of the great 
farming region* of West 
Virginia The poultry 
convention (Chicken 
Pluckers) held yearly at 
Moo refield gives you a new 
look at industry. Poultry in 
the South Branch is big 
business and the Poultry 


festival in Ak* 
wav of ref ii 

Virginia their 


their customs and 


traditions. 


The Valle> remembers 
the McNeill Rangers; 
shares its oid style homes; 

displays its primitive 
anriq ues and civil war relics 
in the Petersburg Museum. 
Beauty is in the South 
Branch Valley; unique 
Smoke Hole and Seneca 
Caverns, and Lost Rivet 
State Park. It is a great place 
for sight-seeing and city 
sick vacation seekers. 
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What A Ride! 

• • • ' - ■*- e*- ►<-Airv three miles to Sari *°V 




Rji'r.in.t with a setlout 
crowd in wreck* in 

_ advwioi A (toairtc short 

{ rwru .'f the \t rbmtcr ndr on Friday. April 30. by 
F |Uahi.i4'F Scciwc Railroad 27CO achool children and 
I Wt *r rv • .vt rfw return (etcher*, the black billow* 

# *.;• from SImv Fork by w*v of smoke the whistle. the 
I ,v Cheat jutKtion to Sell—a recreation of the 
■ fWtw n at*i themtrrchanrr 19th century transports- 

* *- the OxMpeakr and non system 

I Ctiw? Raafroa/ and our The town was spruced. 
I naa. detonation—Cat*. The local people had spent 

I etth thetr tsmout twitch- much time and many hours 
I bds m*J 12^ mile* of and w*» well orpsiaed for 
a tvtf P»ki md urrquakd the big day when we could 
tool sranraetnme weather, ray. "welcome aboard the 
.-a>e« and outstanding -Sait Sulphur Special'." 



What A Ride! 



tar newly painted, cletn. 

distinctive open car loud* 
train headed by the world’* 
largest 100 ton Heislcr 
steam engine—people 
clamoring for teats, mtny 
taking their very fir* ride 
behind steam, a mixed 
variation of passengers, 
newsmen, radio and 
televiaion people, a 
sprinkle of real railroad 
buffs I approximately 40), 
civic clubbers, nature 
bvers, railroad executives. 
legislators, and state 
senators, all determined to 
yaw a real good time It 
tad been a big weekend for 
Webster County. The local 
people really had the "red 
carpet" out with local cvic 
organisation* presenting 
Webster County's state¬ 
wide nature tours, with 
lectures, bam dances, ramp 
feeds, and a foil three days 
of recreation foe ora ora of 
county and out of satr 
visitors. They had all 
enjoyed the train ride in 
many pictures and 
recordings of sounds of 
steam all along Elk Rivet 
from Webster Spring* to 
Slaty Fork. They iad 
listened to the "be« must*, 
in the world," the brass bell 
tinging, the whistle sounds 
of a ' whipporwill". the dry 
river, an echo as you pass 
through a gorge or deep 
cut. The foil steam ah«J. 
the photo rounds, a wfoHmg 
cloud of smoke and store, 
cameras clicking awa> 4 
rewarding justification for 
X'ebstrr County and n 



local gas station) amid 
congratulation* and tome 
serious doubts about 
future runa. The fog was so 
thick from Cherry foil* to 
Bergtx) you could cut it 
with a knife. At the 
creating one mile below 
Bet goo a few wkte faced 
c attle were grating 
gracefully. Only three 
short days ago their lives 
rails and heads were high in 
the air on the verge of 
stampede from the effect* 
of the steam, black billow* 
of smoke, and the shrill 
whistle of Hosier *6, for 
the crossing. I stopped it 
Horton's Store for a few fat 
Blue Ribbon cigars. He had 
sold cranpletely out to the 
tourists on Saturday and 
Sunday. 

By the time I passed thr 
°4 mine, the fog had 
cleared and there were 
many campers and 
fishermen all along the 
river l noticed one 
gendeman drinking water 
from a creek on the left- 
hand side of the rood. You 
could now see (he snow 
line* about half-wav up the 
mountains I passed a small 
cemetery below the road, a 
big brak deer was eating 


hardwood amber at 
white tail vanish 
continued up Elk 
the Pocahontas G 
late and head. 1 .win 


der the Western 
Maryland Railroad bridge, 
there is shout one inch of 
the slickest ice I ever 
encoraitrred on a highway 
Two house trailer* on this 
tide of tht bridge and a 
McCleen tractor jack¬ 
knifed an the other side 
The toad had been 
completely blocked; a state 
road grader, and a load of 
salt cleared the toad and 1 
journeyed on to the Slarv 
Fork Railroad yard "Doc" 
Carlaon had old Heisler ft 6. 
snorting, smoking, and 
stemming. They are shifting 
to the main tracks, getting 


"Cheat junction-andtmp 

at thr end of the hoardng 
house for water. On top of 
the water tank Uthnurfour 
tons of coal besides what is 
in the regular bin in 
preparation for our long 
journey to Casa. 

We leave Slaty Fork at 
9:35 a.m. with 200 lbs •of 
steam with whittles 
blowing everything, d full 
capacity. Some are in 
doubt whether we can 
make it up Mt. Airy with 
seven empty cars, a 
caboose and 13 people 
Stewart Swink. a r»« 
bralceman, loses his eg* 
draing the fir* 1,000 Set 




r»W*od. *h, i«, wloin ^ 

► 9'«*U •' 4 h, J\ wHfc i«tioni wp 10X 


Smi making train rkfc 
«wT» HfrtfZ WrMfT ws 

cn^w k^rmixd from rhr 

NMtfd Krvufvn rVp«rt- 
■am* and (hr Gass Scenic 
RaaArvwd on our maiden 
rvM ol (he Wfhiiff- 
Rank dr h Scenic Ratlrtad 
I> are now on (hr return 
rr hu m Sknr Foci by way 
of Cheat junction to 
fVrha ami (hr interchange 
to (hr Owiyrakr and 
i>mo RatlruaJ and our 
?4ai infmihoA-Cni, 
hnr famous midi- 
toil and 12M Min a/ 
tony grwdt* and uamjualrd 

BM» ad outstanding 


completed on ->aturday and 
Sunday, May 1 and 2. the 
maiden runt of (he 

Wehatrr-Randolph Scenic 

Railroad with a veil-out 
crowd fix weeks in 
advance. A fantastic short 
ride on Friday. April 30, by 
2700 school children and 
teachers, the black billows 
of smoke, the whistle, the 
bell—a recreation of the 
19th century transporta¬ 
tion system 

The town w as spruced 
The local people had spent 
much ome and many hours 
and was wrll orfmurd for 
(hr bat day when we could 
aay. “Welcome dxiar d (hr 
'Salt Sulphur Special* M 


out ran 
car nei 

distinct 
train he 
brgest 

steam 

caking i 
behind 

newsn 

televi 






What A Ride! 


cir newly painted, clean, I stop at Jimmy's Easo (a Airy, where 2 
distinctive open car tourist local gas station) amid under the W 

train headed by the world’s congratulations and some Maryland Railroat 

largest 100 ton Heisler serious doubts about there is about one 

steam engine — people future runs. The fog was so the slickest ice 

clamoring tor seats, many thick from Cherry Falls to encountered on a 1 

taking their very first ride Bergoo you could cut it Two house trailer 

hehind steam, a mixed with a knife. At the side of the bruit 

variarion of passengers, crossing one mile below McClecn tract* 

newsmen, radio and Bergoo, a few white faced knifed on the oi 

television people, a cattle were grazing The road hi 

sprinkle ot real railroad gracefully. Only three completely block 

buffs (approximately 40), short days ago their lives road grader, and 

civic clubbers, nature tails and heads were high in salt cleared the i 

lovers, railroad executives, the air on the verge of journeyed on tc 

legislators, and state stampede from the effects Fork Railroad ya 

senators, all determined to of the steam, black billows Carlson had old 

have a real good time. It of smoke, and the shrill snorting, smol 

had been a big weekend for whistle of Heisler #6, for steaming. They ; 

Webster County. The local the crossing. I stopped at to the main tnu 

people really had the "red Horton’s Store for a few fat 
carpet" out with local civic Blue Ribbon cigars. He had |: ~ ^ 

organirations presenting sold completely out to the I * 

Webster County’s state- tourists on Saturday and 
wide nature tours, with Sunday. 

n dances, ramp By the time l passed the 
feeds, and a full three days #4 mine, the fog had 
of recreation for our out of cleared and there w^re 
county and out of state many campers and Ir 

visitors They had all fishermen all along the » 

enjoyed the train ride in river. 1 noticed one 

many pictures and gentleman drinking water 

recordings of sounds of from a creek on the left- | 

•cram all along Flk River hand side of the road. You I 

from We barer Springs to couid now see the snow I 

''•an Fork Thc\ had lines about halt -wav up the L • ^C J 

Uftnnrd in the ’’br%i music mountains l passed a small w 


town was spruced, 
cal people had spent 
line and many hours 
a well iVfpnued tor 
dav when we could 
beicomr aboard the 
Sulphur Special’ ’* 









of 


.V <%»« m(lM St«fV 

bw> |OM 

| antd un Jrr thr Wntrtn 
J MM KUryWvi Railroad Srulgr. 
•Hoot thrrr to ■Knit oot Inch of 
thr *l*kr*f uf I 
Kill lt> rrvv'onrrrrvi on • highway 
I * Two houar trailer* on this 
\i thr taJr of (hr bridge ami a 
Sr*— McOecn tractor jack' 
n aKid kmfed on thr other *«dr 
• tmg Thr road had been 
Linyktih blocked. a state 
if mm rood gmirr. and a load of 
^n «nJi cleared the rood and I 
ir < « xTwnfti on to the SUry 

Rndroad yard "Doe" 
^ ^ Car non hod old Header #6. 

+* *1 l aamag smoking, and 
* *r «'*-«** They are shifting 
F*- m id fh main track*. grttmg 


• lor • *%•*■ Iw mwwMil 

"Cheat Junction" and atop 

at the end of the boarding 
house for water. On top of 
the water tank is about four 
tons of coal besides what is 
in the regular bin in 
preparation for our long 
journey to Casa. 

NXV leave Slaty Fork at 
9:35 a m. with 200 lbs.*of 
steam with whittles 
blowing everything, g> full 
capacity. Some are in 
doubt whether we can 
make it up Mt. Airy with 
seven empty cars, a 
caboose and 13 people 
Stewart Swink. a Cass 
brakcvmn. loses his pipe 
during thr first 1.000 feet 
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—Only 86 Miles From Flatwoods To Cass— 



I •»***>’ *l 7 pan ffum ft** s'* ymriv lumio omeig A’ 
w .• i min m W\ I p«hu« rfir tippet end «»« tl» 
j Lr»*. IWs*f>v> Gitmrt. «nx*t. >.«i akr ihr Dyet 
■i atkl tt'rhwer llUthrMK'al Hill Road fo Braxton 
J n*« if the wrrk. anj Counts'* humitul mar 
» rwntvxS K*»agoodtimr ion, «hrU-pink r«d bfick 
i Par. «rfl buy an J rraJc health center. Next you 
The* h*»* hern at if *o long pa» the Momson United 
the* are no longer Methodist Church, block 

amateur* The* are all t«p instance, brick patio 

h*an» arid competition with four picnic table* with 
«i .*» another A ale. a hcnchei. a beautiful well ... ... 

•octal neat, a WV kepr cemetery amid an oak buildi 

hwoncai event by ihc real grove. a great setting for i 

naounainem of \HV country church. You 

You paa* Holly Gray journey 

ISrk. Braxton Counts '* 4- New* tile 

H Cub ground* and Tom Gi 

Braxton County's airport 
*»d heme of Sutton Lions 
Club and Braxton Count' 


R6cO Railroad pacarnger you are a hoat trader You the W 
train, from Clarksburg to po»* Thnmpaoa'i, HoUy Scrvio 
Richwood Next you pasa Hole compute. Thompson. «r«rt 
she High Knob Metb.Jiw a coal strippet and builder Store 
Church and cemetery built of Harrison County'* super Garag 
in 1890 and rebuilt in Bridgeport mall. I* a former Mud': 

1950-home church of Webster County native nght 

Braxton County'* honored You pas* the New Hope Hamr 
citiien Wilkie Dennison of Church of Diana, a Serva 
Co wen. farmer, cotr.mun- people'* church paid for buck 
ity newspaper reporter, and erected by the cmxns State 
of Diana When you stop at on \ 
Although a stone's throw Bruffy's Store foe gas and Head 
from the Mount Hebron oil. you turn the comer and Web 

United Methodist Church you are onStaw Routes 15 bank 

on the Corlcy-Caress and 20, and the Webster Rod 

Road, he hitch-hikes or Springs Turnpike, and see a 

_ . walks the I Vi miles an the Cool's Country Store and teas. 

the WV oId Braxton Turnpike to the Diana Post Office. Mini 

d narrow B* s home church a- High opposite Baul Cutlip'* the 

Knob You post Andcr- hometown park Mr wea 
_*° n ’* Taxidermy Mr Cutlip takes great pride in inch 
| Anderson is really a his job as park supenn- sc he 

I carpenter. I don’t know tendent You are now 26 all 


go downhill to get into past the Go-Man \*h 
Webster Springs and uphill serves delicious sandwi 

to get out. c*. Charlie Skidraui 

You arc r*jw 35 miles on Servce Station. FoodL 

vour 86 mifcs to Cats. You and Jimmy's Exxon 1 
arc in Webster County, pass the entrance 
Webster Springs, county Parcoal. Barton. Pardee 

seat; 559 square miles. Curtin Lumber Comf 
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—Only 86 Miles I 


Continued From 1*»H C 1 
Ukr Ripley’* Believe It or 
Noe U«iaP"*. trucking and 
milling U the chief 
ujhtevt h t» the MKial 
fathering place tor farmers 
«riung timber Sometimes 
tho go back to the horse 
wvj buggy days. cross cut 
tin. horse* instead bull 
Jeerrv and trains instead 
of trucks arui tractor 
trader* Copr* Restaurant 
» fufi of hardworking. 

pmfic and a food 
riser to stop fee a country 
mni at roastmahir prices 
W you are tni crested in 

itiyw, saop at Tommy 
(mni Auction Houar 
TVn m*h*t rwry Sscunky 


maht at 7 p m. from five V’» Y«rl V W- 
countie* in WV: Upshur, the upper 
Lewis, Braxton, Gilmer, airport, yoi 
and Webster. It is the social Hill Roac 
event of the week, and County* 
every body has a good time. °° n <*hell- 

Thev sell, buy and trade. health cer 
They have been at it so long *• 

they are no longer Methodist 
amateurs. They are all top entrai 
business and competition with tour \ 
to one another. A sale, a benches, a 
social event, a WV kept ceme 
historical event by the real fFciv** a g 
mountaineers of WV country 

You puss Holly Gray journey 
hirk. Braxton County's 4- NcwvilW 
H Club grounds and Tom G 

Braxton County's airport togging v 

and home of Son on Lions great tft 

Club and Braxton Count- Midland 





6 Miles From Flatwoods To < 


pm fn>m fivr v*» yearly homecoming. Ar 
t U \ ('|'%huf, the upprr cml of rhe 

•kt.vi i '• timer, import, you rukr the Dyer 

, - . • . v. - mI J Ml Road t.> Braxton 

rhr *T«-i and County 1 * beautiful mar 

iron. «hr!l pink ml brick 
Kit and trade health center. Next you 
rrrihtv'ltyy pw the Mormon United 

no lonfcr Methodist Church, black 

TSr« arr ill tup entrance, brick patio 
i ». w;trtirx'n with tour picnic tables with 

Vr A v».e a benches, a beautiful well- 
t vi \ kept cemetery amid an ook 
“nr svr rra: grove. a great setting for a 
•a try .. hurt h You 
>iv, Gray journey on past the 
l Cnon'» 4- Nkwefl* Road, home of 
• ’ v ‘* * n ^ Tom Gillespie, farmer, 

srs i aiiTvrt logging contractor and a 
R—— t«na great step on the WV 
wr 4 ,x -' f MdlinJ Railroad narrow 



gauge passenger train, also 
B&O Railroad passenger 
train, from Clarksburg to 
Rich wood. Next you pass 
the High Knob Methodist 
Church and cemetery built 
in IH90 and rebuilt in 
1950"home church of 
Braxton County's honored 
citizen Wilkie Dennison of 
Co wen, farmer, commun* 
ity newspaper reporter, 
builder of fiddles. 
Although a stone’s throw 
from the Mount Hebron 
United Methodist Church 
on the Corley-Caress 
Road, he hitch-hikes or 
walks the 1 Vi miles on the 
old Braxton Turnpike to 
his home church at High 
Knob. You pass Ander¬ 
son’s Taxidermy. Mr. 
Anderson is really a 
carpenter. I don’t know 
how he ever wound up 
being a saviour for big game 
hunters. You approach 
Holly Junction headwaters 
of the Sutton Dam. where 
both forks of Holly tome 
together Six years ago. a 
railroad huh and busy 
Jrr** when the narrow 
gugr passenger train out of 
Wcmter Springs made 
connection with the BCaO 
(WMengrr tram* out of 
Rich wood to l krkshurg 
ll la now underwater and 

kaa«*k. a... i—i — 



to spend the afternoon if 
you are a boat trader. You 
pass Thompson’s, Holly 
Hole campsite. Thompson, 
a coal stripper and builder 
of Harrison County’s super 
Bridgeport mall, is a forme- 
Webster County native 
You pass the New Hop 
Church of Diana, 
people’s church paid fc 
and erected by the ctOzer 
of Diana. When you stop i 
Bruffy’s Store for gas ar 
oil, you turn the comer ar 
you are on State Routes 1 
and 20, and the Webst 
Springs Turnpike, ar 
Cool’s Country Store, ar 
the Diana Post Offic 
opposite Basil Cutlij 
hometown park. V 
Cutlip takes great pride 
his job as park super 
tendbnt. You are now 
miles on your way to 
^6-mile trip to visit 
Cass Scenic Railroad, an 
miles out of Web« 
Springs, sometimes ca 
Punic Hole because 
Webster’s three 
mountains: Miller, ft 
and McGiare. You hav 
go downhill to get 
Wehurr Springs and uf 
to get out 

You are now H rruir 

yi*ir V* milr* to Cm* 


are in Wcfwtrr Com 
U rtwtrf Scvim. COU 



<W Mayor 


t woods To Cass 

W w ~ Ml.Inc 


r cratn. •!*»’ 
I pff iy 1 
,rl*N*ry *«* 
t n*u p*** 

l KmN 


irbtfk Mi 
► h,w*»rrd 

n nm«i4 


iTiT 

r^i 

Hrfuon 
i M 

san «M 


miNrr 

ttlr 4 
Mfc I 


ft! ,!«*• «h» *"T"y.,u 

VOW •** * rt . 1 -lolly 

Il.*-!.n.,-..c rhomnon. 

t ,,mI *tr»i*f' rr and builder 
FbrrtaonCounty'••uper 
IVnknT 0 ** mall. I* * former 
UrUter County native. 

jvo* the New Hof^e 
Church of Puna. • 
profile *S church paid tor 
Mvi erected by the cirtjrn* 
c^r^ru NX hen you slop at 
fVuftv's Score foe gas and 
tdL you turn the comer and 
* cu are on Srate Routes 15 
kvJ *0. and the Webster 
Sp<m<* Turnpike, and 
QroTs Country Score, and 
thr Ptan* fV« Office, 
offuutr Basil Cut lip’s 
hometown park Mr 
Oilp cakes great pride in 
haa fob m park aupertn- 
amdrnt You are now 26 
mIo am your way to the 
V> matt mp to visit the 
(aa Vma Radroad. and 9 
— k rt out oi Webster 
V»#» a sa rnmn called 
Hukr hrxauar of 
irkriffr’i three big 
m Mdktv. fNant 

MKaor You hut* to 



,he (lack Fork Rid*'. *>." 
,!«• left i» IV.. Skidmore • 
Sffvkt- Station, across the 
street the WV Liquor 
Store and Chevrolet 
l Mirage At the stop light is 
Murl’s Restaurant Turn 
right on 15 South is 
Hamrick’s Restaurant and 
Service Station. You come 
hack to the stop light, take 
State Route 20 and you are 
on your way to Valley 
Head. You pass the old 
Webster Springs Hotel, the 
honk, turn right at the Sears 
Roebuck Store, and you 
see an excellent motel with 
reasonable prices, the 
Mineral Springs Motel. On 
the left is City Hall, a 
wealth of information 
including a full list of high 
school graduate pictures of 
jII Wutar Springs High 
School, before consolida¬ 
tion You rum around, 
come back to Sears 
Roebuck and stop, enter 
the Court House lawn, and 
hrlp yourself to natural salt 
sulphur water, which tome 
say taaics like rotten eggs 
You conttnur south on aO 
just thr lao-Mart which 
trim delicious sandwich 
rs, Charlie Skidmore's 
Voir Stamm, hsxflmd 
and )mim, V k cun You 
pass the entrance to 
hnual. iWr.ei iWiiw As 


OnVy 

Continued From Pa 

Randolph County, p 
tion 28, 734 and 

miles 1,046.34. he 
Guy Kump, great gr 
of 1935 and Wally 
1960. How man- 
historical points is 
nationally for thi 
state Forest Festi 
yearly, the first 
October when Ja 
has turned the 1 
brown, auburn r 
you know winter 
way. 

You come t« 
Head, you turn 
219 and Scenic 
#55. one-halt i 
pass the Vail 







tr *\ lv • K A, y tHI arr now 2e* 
kmnr rrnc*rnl » tKr 

nvimi up mile* *'* ri V®" V » 

i — S mt. IUilr<wl. ... I« 

nd>«m mile* ••«« ■ >• 

mmrtttnn * 


•ppr.w« h ('•••Nf 
f*Jw*«rr* mile* « 
m. » hrrr N'ongr* 


rr» mrwrrr . 

«, ruatc Ho*. 

v | MVhiirr t l nn*r I'lK 

J Km MMNM®* Millet. l.-mt 
iw*e.— and MrC iairr You have to 
RKMiitf p Jirnnhill to get into 
m*Jr \l rKwr Springs and uphill 
r WbO Id get .nit 
■ut o# Vow arc mm 15 miles on 
t^ mile* to C-**a You 
rt *J orr »n Webster County. 
rm o 'Acfsurr Spring*. county 
wK. wj uarc nulo , 

t\»r-^n«on leu than 

9J^. Moot ( i»>«nJri 
X *» • (^o». • small town with 

*■*!** down id earth people A* 

Ifim roumart the or. j- 




r r . 


V 

: .rt 


unulunte pictures of 
mII Weshter Spring High 
School, before con soli da- 
tlon. You turn around, 
come back to Scars 
fWbuck and atop, enter 
the Court House lawn, and 
Mp yourself to natural salt 
sulphur water, which some 
' rt V ta*tcs like rotten egg* 
You continue south on 20 
ju\t the Cjo-M art which 
Mrrven delicious sandwich- 
c», Charlie Skidmore's 
Service Station, Foodiand 
and jimmy's Exxon. You 
pass the entrance to 
Pbrcosl, Barton. Pardee 6c 
Ourun Lumber Comp any 

bradauirtm, then Hinpm 

a weft known fumhrr and 

coal town. You continue 

across Point Mountain. 

always fresh air, fog and 
cool nights through June. 
July, August and Septem¬ 
ber. You stop at the 

country store and post 
office at Montervillc. 
Gatrway to Pickens, and 
Helvetia, where Dr 
Cunnmgham. treated a lost 
cause kn leprosy, and The 
Kmi Place, i new skt tsethrs 
for Webster l^ounry 
You art now in 
Can*m*a iV. P^r IS 




Only 86 Miles To Cass 


M 26 7M mJ **ju»rr 
|.0«6 y* Home at 
Cm Kmr. prt( 
a 1915 m*i Walls Ebm'n. 
jfleO Ho» wm great 
^rtrual pons is know n 
(■(axial-' tor fhr yearly 
gate Forest Festival held 
tear , the tint week in 
October when Jack Frost 
ha* tuned the leaves to 
brown, auburn reds, and 
puu know winter is on to 
my 

You come to Valley 
Head, you turn south on 
219 and Scenic Highway 
*55, ooe-hal/ nule, you 
pass the Valley Head 


Restaurant, and Mingo 
named after the Indian 
tribe A number of Indian 
statues are scattered 
throughout this area and 
they hold a yearly Wool 
Festival. You cross the 
famous Cheat Mountain, 
11 miles to a sign pointing 
to Snow shoe. You stop at 
the Big Spring Restaurant 
and Store, and Ski Bam, 
Gateway to Snow shoe and 
Silver Creek ski ranges and 
the Cass Scenic Railroad. 
You take secondary route 
9, : .4 mile passing the Big 
Spring Presbyterian 
Church. You will sec about 
10-12 horses in a field 
which belongs to the 152- 


room motel located at the 
Gateway to Snowsboe and 
Silver Creek ski ranges. A 
sign says Whistlepunk Inn. 

6 miles, you continueonto 
thorny Flat Road, 
secondary rock base, 1/3 
crossing Cheat Mountain, 

7 miles to Buck Mt. Road, 
secondary 1V£ miles to 
Cass You have now 
completed the 86 miles 
from 1-79 Flatwoods in 
Braxton County, to 
Pocahontas County, and 
Cass. You arc ready tc nde 
the Cass Scenic Railroad, 
which schedules, price of 
tickets, and other 
Information appears in this 
paper. 




The Country Store 
And Loafers Gawk! 


December 29. 1965 
Jan-iary 1966 has rolled 
around and one should be 
writing about thrhutorf « 
1965. but somehow l 
wander to Camp Camar 
where farmers gather to 
butcher I haven’t been 
over this faU. therefore l 
have no fresh sausage at 
baccn and the liver we used 
to throw awTiy 
the last a me 1 helped 
butcher, someone sakr-. 
a t W*«t m« essence 


years later. I would he s 
member of the West 
Virginia Legislature, 

writing ncwHi4>^ i 

appearing on TV and 
radio—much less running 
for Congress 

Par be it from me to tty 
and turn back die da*. 
Civilised men mane 
We nevet stand 
Travel by TM 
Bc«emg }<* Iwm N«* Y « k 

a,London*eight wutvl 

„.vrWd this ye* 







Only 86 Miles To Cass 


Restaurant, arui Mingo room motel located m 6* ' 

named after the Indian Gateway to Snowshne mj 
tribe A number of Indian Stiver Creek ski rangr* A 
statues are scattered sign says Whtatlepunk Inn. 
throughout this area and 6 miles, you continue on to 
they hold a yearly Wool thorny Flat Road. 
Festival You cross the secondary rock base. 1/3 
famous Cheat Mountain, crossing Cheat Mountain. 

11 miles to a sign pointing 7 miles to Buck Mt Road, 
to Snowshoe. You stop at secondary 1V$ miles to 
the Big Spring Restaurant Cass. You have now 
and Store, and Ski Barn, completed the 86 miles 
Gateway to Snowshoe and from 1-79 Harwoods in 
Silver Creek ski ranges and Braxton County, to 
the Cass Scenic Railroad. Pocahontas County, and 
You take secondary route Cass. You are ready to nde 
9, W mile passing the Big the Cass Scenic Railroad. 
Spring Presbyterian which schedules, price o! 
Cnurch. You will see about tickets, and othei 
10-12 horses in a field information appears in this 
which belongs to the 152- paper. 


.'A. 734 «vj 

pun 34 home ol 

On kwmp C*r** governor 
cl |9H WaHv Rsrrun. 

Fi*w many great 
|itmai pomes u knimn 
< for thr vearlv 
ov Fomr Festival held 
for if thr first week in 
Otobrr when Jack Frost 
toa tumrd the leases to 
boss, auburn reds, and 
fca know winter is on its 


You come to Valley 
Head. you turn south on 
219 and Scenic Highway 
*55. one-half mile, you 
pas* the Valley Head 






I The Country Store 
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The Country Store 
And Loafers Gawk! 


fVsvmhrr 2V. IV*>5 

Iwuih has rolled 

»r\« mvI and onr should he 
«tmn| about the history of 
|%5. but tom chow l 
»«nJrr to Camp Cac*ar 
«hrre farmers gather to 
htdirt I haven't hern 
(Met this fall, therefore I 
Si.e no fresh sausage or 
hanm and the liver we uard 
Ip th r o w tsav I remember 
tW last tt me I helped 
b^duv, kVMonr askrd 
par 4 f haJ aov csacme 

that made 

(•an) Mt from my father's 
gMwrai mate We bod 

•Jh r^ r Mfihm tou aalrd 
hat fman hoaacafasm to salt 
injk ami fresh «famtU I 
Nah is n«sJ thr farmers 
I |tinr nhath <sw oar«i 
Lim. Hal bou^h 

pma i Uak am m» 


years later, I would be a 
member of the Weit 
Virginia Legislature, 
writing for newspapers, 
appearing on TV and 
radio—much less running 
for (Congress. 

Far be it from me to try 
and turn back the clock. 
Civilized men make 
progresa. We never stand 
still—we travel by 707 
Rneaig Jet from New York 
to London in eight hours l 
traveled this year from 

Oregon in ft* hours. This 
country »» on the move and 
(hat** as g should be 

The modern atore 
today—you stand r> Ime. 
grab a cart, whitbant 
around in a maze of 
grurrrsrv fitting your cart 
as you go—everything » 
alivaJy paskaged You 
** as <iet k ami you samJ 
m Ime ggatn a» V *» 

The nniag ** 

•skeg the 

Mm t^amlr-eydthan 





•M* ttrrn rrr+n «fwrmrw i 

trmlh tnicfftd fhr hfmm 
I knf« »hHf» onr u«rd 
invft^ut. Mmi HHKh (N 
fr win'< Mule muI men 
•■««nan who used • miff mJ 
hm» they trusted me with 
ihrst ami ft They 

ki»f* I •ouMn'i fell 
r4ar law rmn h they 
«SMal at what kmd 

fc **a fdr aaa n t to srtvr 
tbt tarmrr —to take hts 
'«* ***wng. Mat apple - 
a vw hsnramcd and bartered 
«rJ thr farmer got what he 
•snted in the exact 
Winking in the 
during hsgh school on 
Na*-.rdav» ww» a pleasure 
TVr» *1 war* asked me 
«b«Nl kwtfcall and whs I 
pWr«d iMch a %*1 K game 
tVr aoniffl came by 
korerh^i with a udevsd 
Mr t always put the 
p tartars un the ttdr&addlc 
Ml hai fx r d the w.erven get 
kn .ai. uiualv (aiatnt the 
haw • tail lo make sure 
•'*< • 0* i p*d start. never 
Jt ww u wg that tamnkv 


wmxqary 

around in a maze 
groceries, filling your cart 
•• you go —everything is 
already packaged. You 
•er ve as clerk and you stand 
m line again tn pay. 

Thf young Kir I* arc 
walking the streets with 
Nile, P*nk, and purple hair. 
My. how times h avc 
changed I think HI get a 
*ig -my hald head grtr 
cold during winter. 

Women wear starp~ 
pointed high-heeled shoes 
which arc certainly not 
built for comfort—looks 
like some women need to 
use a pencil sharpener in 
order to get their toes in the 
shoes. 

They’ve moved the 
hemline on women's 
dressed up a notch and it's 
the style to show the 
kneecap This doesn't 
make the women more 
attractive—it amply makes 
the street corner loafer 
gawk! 
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Another Railroad 
Paper Has 
Come And Gone 


Arvuthrt all time rail- phone number is b47- 
tvnd «ouwnter ol class 5841. 
destitution has been For years I have adopted 
pnnfnl and in circulation the philosophy of fun, 
tVn» time has come and endeavoring to work at and 
*>nr »fui i% said is said, riving to show others the 
s«d what is done tads aw In funny side of life, because 
tfcai the closing of a there ts so much sadness, so 
hw tnu< radmsd lumber many heartaches and so 
wampum »• drd*catrd to many other duties that take 
•airuafti buffs and West up your time. I have used 
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No* r its sevemh yea'. the T owr WoVs popu only 
cooTwestogrow This seasons^JKle. Phi Bogdon. 
was &«en by the Cass history bug back m 1965 on 
his second visit to ’he CSRR; his grasp of the true his¬ 
tory" « maghttul ond enterla ning The 1996 tour is 
based on personal research, wt hout reference to 
previous town wok prescnfcrcns 


Cass: A Work-in-progress 



When the mi l closed n 960. the tow property - 
os wen as ’he plant hself- fe I nto the bonds of an 
off-shool organization, Don Mower Lumber Co 
which continued to rent company houses until 
1977 It has token years to roach the current level o" 
renavafon end certainly. much work sill 
remains The first fhre horses to be rented os cob 
Ins were opened in 19£4. sidewalks and fences 
were rebuilt during 1986-87 

AM photos except frorf cover by Philp bogdon 


Refeences 


A large 1817 Orient pholosrapn. found in lha rear or the 
Casa Country Store. Is the Beat ©n-aite visual refer¬ 
ence Further aludy ol Caaa, ertd luntoer mi* towns n 
general is ava «bia va tha tollowtng publietotone (han¬ 
ded <r stores adjacent to the depot) 


On Beyond LeXherbeik The Casa Saga 
Roy 8 Darkson. McClain Pubtaheg Co.. 
Paraons: 2 rdpnn»rg. 1994 
Cass: A Brief Htslory And Guide To A Lumber 
Company Town; Gaorga Delfca. Casa, 1989 
Tumult On The Afourtataa Lumbering r West 
Vuorie. 1770-1320; Roy B Clarkson, McC a n 
Publishing Co. Parsers 9th porting, 1992 
Se*du*l In Yours Eyes. W E Blackhurat [a novel* 
McCla.n Publishing Co. Parsons. 5th printing. 1993 



Cass Town Walk 


In 1981, 96 strumites horn were o'oeed on the 
Knhonal Rcg.tferof Hfc»or.cd Places For 58 Vila's 
ending In 1960 Cass was a company town vrfwse 
•esdents woke to o steam whide The sound of 
sows and '•og'cnce ol treeMy-cut sow eg? were 
almost ever-present ospec-s ol Me to the towns 
population ,which during Iho peak years cl lum¬ 
bering. 1906-1920. was almost 1,600V 
The Cass saga began In Aodl 1899 when .ohn G 
lufce. a prndod al The Wust Vug.no Pulp 6 Paper 
Co. bought 13* acres of bottom and bon toed 
former Jacob Gum Two yecn later, this property 
wos conveyed to o start-up venture - Tim West 
Virginia Spruce tumber Co. - for ’he site ol its mill, 
town and operating base Mne ynom hence. 
WVSLbcCo was obsortood by Pup 8 Paper" In 
1942. the Chcflestan-bosed Mow*' lumber Co. 
acquired ihe town as part ol a lock, slock and bar¬ 
rel deal lor the mill, railroad and lond hoi lings 
Ongraky known as leal her bark Ford, dinng 'he 
period just prior to the coming of tmtoerng there 
were fee* small farms totaled when# ..ass and 
East Cass Hirst called Brooklyn! would unse The 
lawn's name wos given sometime during or before 
May '900 in hono' of a Pennsylvanian fo saph * 
Cass, who scid Ns paper md to the Luka orgom- 
njrion n 1699 Cass (1868 19381 wenl on to seme 


Cass Scenic Railroad Star* Park 

Coss. West Virginia 












Cass Scenic Railroad Park programs for a different kind of West Virginia state park 
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Explore an old lumbar mill town built between 1901 and 1908 



pa* til ; 


r»f/gi ■ 


Th* ‘Big Store' plus specialty shops, 
‘Museum Row’ and more . .. 

A former Company Store Complex 
Ceu County Store (Stale Park Gill Shop), 
The Lest Run Restaurant, Pocahontas County 
Tourvn Commission Into Stand, Cass Wildlife 
Museum. Cass Historical Museum 
B Cass Showcase 
C Country Crelt Junction 
D. left/ s Barber Shop 
E. Something Special. Ltd, 
c Bear Essentials Tea & Spice Shoppe 
G Westvaco forestry house Exhibit 
H Shay Inn Bed & Breakfast 


War t terrugated sheer metal Irom Fori Meade, 
Marytondused for the 1920 m* bofer house as well os 
•he hoy/grain ttxoge tarUrty Hodov's Cass Showcase) 


State Park Lodging 

There are currently 13 houses - 12 in Uptown and one in the old 
company's management section - rented as park cottages for 
overnight and extended stays. (Numbered boxes) 

Unrsetored Dwellings 

Slated for eventual renovation are 20 company houses; these are 
scattered about town anc were in the worst shape when the Stale 
commenced renovalon of the town. Rotted porches have been 
removed and roofs stabilzed. (Clear boxes) 

Private Residences, Misc. 

There are 11 houses occupied by state park employees and a lew 
old-time residents (Dark-shaded boxes) Additionally, there is a 
house used by Park Housekeeping, one that accommodates vol¬ 
unteers ol Mountain Stale Railroading & Logging Association, and 
one privaloly-owned (Light-shaded boxes) 


>d re S Actions ant the only sources of restrictions 
tor locW/uso or prop ran portIcipot 
s West Virginia DtJson ol Natural Re- 


Town Walk Highlight* 

1 Pocahontas Supply Company 
2. S B. Nethk.n Co Meat Mvica* 

• now Post Otic*| 

3. Original comoany ©Ilea buMmg ve 
4. Csss Hotel I Mountain Inn I Twm Shop 
5. Front Row (no street unlit 1925-26) 

6. First church (now Community Cartier) 

7. Mason c Building 
8. Latter-era company gasge 
9 City Council Chamber & Mayor s Office 
(tep door); overnight lockup (basement) 

10. Lower Alley (missing many structures) 

11. The Pen Cmitking cow lari’) 

12. Company garage site 
13 'Uptown Cass' - Luke Street to south 
enc ol Company Properly (just right ct »t5 
on map); 'labor lotce' (ami/ residences 
ic Site of first schoolhouse [1901-1908) 

15. Odd Fellow’s Lodge Hall and '5&10' 
Kanes Grocery Store I now storage 
16. Emory Street; Named for Emoty P. 
Shatter, the Big Boss 1900-1933 
17. Methodist Ep scopal SouthChuxh (1927) 
18. Spruce Street - The Back Rows’ 

19. Site of second schoolhouse (1906-1915) 

20. General Manager's residence, 1933-1960 

21 Ascent of Big Bug Hill 
22. Dr. Uriah Hannah’s cilice, 1913-1943 
23. Doctor’s home. 1902-1943 
24 Pocahontas Hospital / first E.P. Shafler 
residence / Boarding House 
25, Luke House / second E.P Shafler 
residence t ’Clubhouse’ (1933-1960) 

26. Horse bam stone foundation 
27 Aerial walkway’ inexact replica 
28. Site ol S.B. Nelrikin & Co. ice plant 
29 Company hay and grab barn (1919) 
30. Company Store rata I coat bins 
31 R etail coal scale shed 

I Easl Cass logger's entertainment zone’ 

(a k a Brooklyn. Hell’s Acre) 

IL ’Big School House' (twit 1915-16) 

III. Slab Town company section - dwe^nga for 
subsidiary's extract plant. 1914 1925 
IV Boh Link HI - once an ancbve of tetea 
Hungary and Russian lamiles. or about 
17 prlvataiy-ownad nouses, cne survives 


Coss, West Virginia 
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TV fere jhop butt in 1901 was single-Ucck ond capo 
4 bteafMrwang two tocor-otoes imuiljneous/y il w« 
- -o< r*pk>:e<l m eorty 1923 by c sgrthconlly lorger group- ng 
^connected structures To CSRflera roltons. ovfiheod 
'Oil ( W^dr*wn nochncrv cndtour encodes ofduttermcde 

,w.- ShopNo 2 afan too beloved old fnend 


lafe. great shop 0923-72) 


sst 


Vy/gr* 


■V r-oar factor »i lepfaong The 190) shop was West 
•Vjm: fJc & Paper Co J ordering of Mo 12. a monster 
Ooss C 5hoy 1154 km :s boil) by lino locomotive 
Wy»s. Appcrertly dearcnce prohibited access ilwis 
tootagtoierade 

TV 1922 btaze which leveled the bond sow and plcnng 
"* srjnrfxortly detoyec completion ol the new shop 
and toundry/pctftam house compter By the time work 
Vd returned, the (as) ot numerous tower s ladders hod 
Ver ocquaed. thus, os completed, the north bo» s 
'**** sported cpaaoi 2$ tool doors to occomrao- 
oole these steam powered high-toad logging devices 
TV •«> year shop was bolt ol the some surpkn Wcrid 
»Jor J corrugates she* metal from fort Meode. 

'T' *” ** "* **** h<**e o* well os 

N Vy/grom storage tor lit, liodoys Coss Showcase) 


Ruins of the big Cass Mill 



The 1071 v«en er.owe the south ora ot the -ago rr.II 
complex with CAO tracks lit letl lorogtcund The Hoot¬ 
ing storage buWnas aurvwtrg bock lira wall is vis b e 
or the ngfrt s bo at the structure closest to the backs 
First ot me complex to go was the end ol the planing 
m l {at right;, witch collapsed in 1974 



Ml pnctn b» *><4p 809Sen 
Shown above is the 'short side ol the doubli bandsaw 
rs as It asoeered 24 years ago. The carriage ran 
back and lorth on (9 shotgun 'serf ('eft bteg-ouno) 
with the band saw itself formerly e tualeo in middle 
heme Fire levied the ben da aw mil’ in 19B2. lour 
years earfcer me pianrg mil: ard flooring storage build 
mgs went up m smoke 

Phi Bagdon. CSHR Stale Parka Seasonal Historian 
and 32-year veteran ol the Case Experience had org 
tun while exploring and photographing the mil com 
pie* between 1P74 and 1976 Looking back somewhat 
in horror he -s bankful not nave bought tna farm' by 
la'ling through a soft, rotted I oor. 


Statemani o I C:«r* RaganCrtg The Equal Cppertunty 
To Use FadUliee and P»t>opats In Picgraraa 

bit the pofcyctltw West Vrgnta Oukllon ct Natural 
Bssourteib prcMde hlodan. cccorirxxal-ars 

mx. roce rotor ege reiglcn. nc!ar-loOgn. odEsary 
Proper Icensoi logWrolion ond tompl^vyo wlh atlkJol 
a*» one regsisiians or* the orV> roues* at raimlors 
tor to:*** u» or program perXripo-oi 
the WniWglno OWtoion of No-urol Bcioxcat 


Cqss Shop & Wore 

Top Of The Morning Tout 
Behind-the-scenes Shop Tour P M 

loco motive repoit and maintenance require- 
menls ol o steam rairood cal for not or*/ a 
weli-equ^tped facilty but also an exper«nc»a 
shop staff The Coss Scenic Roiroaa is blessed 
with tolh Throughout the year there « ocftvity 
here dumg the off season, rood crew per¬ 
sonnel - conductors, engineers and txerren - 
join the tegular shop employees to comprise a 
14-mxi workforce 

With former Western fAarytard No 6 IIhe last 
Shaybuih and second larges' cut-shopped by 
Lima locomotive Wotksf. Hndly oul atler over 
30 months of heavy repair, work has just start 
ed cn a replacement flue sheet toe the oldest 
Coss Shay, No. 5 Ibuilt In 190SI Upcoming pro¬ 
jects include a new boiler lor Heisler No 6. ond 
■from ground up' renovation of Ckmax No 9 
Today’s shop was placed into service during 
976. four years alter fire destroyed IV 1923 
complex The ad|acent cor shop was erected 
in 1973 lo meet the interim repair needs 
There's more io the Top Of The Morning Tour 
and Behind-the-scenes Shop Tow. PM than 
tusl an interpretation of the shop: the saga of 
locomotive repair is part M a walking tour 
wftch includes a look ol the mil ruins and an 
array ol motive power on I he yard's dead Ine 
Pie use refer to This Week fit Cass ~ available 
in brochure term at the depot Wtet ortce - lor 
the pork's schedule All sipplemenlary pro¬ 
gram are offered free of charge 


Cass Scenic Railroad State Park 

Cass, West Virginia 
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Comp Shanty Display 


Aerial loa Skiddina 


Coss- Where History Games 


Coss Scenic Railroad . Park programs for a different kind of West Virginia state park 


A grand haritoga in a modern wrapper: The Coss Shops 


s *nf a pnxved Iwe vtxi ore osked to watch your step ard keep labs on all small children! 
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presses. shaper. threodtog motfJre. 
rood a in drill bond hockscw. 
•erica I rrvllrg mochine. ek 
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Shoy No. 5 
£hop Track No 2 


What's 

in 

the 

Shop 


^tO-*on overheod cron* 


Active Power 

«wy Ho 3 an 3320.1926) Pacific Coast Model - 96 tons': 

the only PC built as a wood-burner, logic influ- 
srweracn to el before operation in British 
Mayo Lb'. Co No. 4; then Lake Logging Co.. 
LMt Ho 5. Weeiam Forest Industries No. 5. and Railway 
topisnca* Research (Vancouver Wharfs Ltd.) No.1l4;came 
to Case in 1970 wd made hs debut during Rai fan Weekend 
S72. gratae convened for coal burning in 1985 
they Ho. 4 (c/n 3189.19221 70-tons'; originally Birch Valley 
carter Co . Toga (Hcholas County). No. 5: involved in a 
runaway wrecx which seabed tour men to death in 1941; 

then secured two years Later by Mower Lumber Co.; 
t was not only the last logging Shay hers, but also tha first 
•oad trgns of the Case Scenic R.R.. in 1993 a ihorough 
•hoppng was completed, with the reopening of track to Bald 
knob. No 4 wdl lately servo as the pusher (helper) engine. 
Shay No. 6 (c/n 3364. 1945). Lima class 150-3. superheat¬ 
ed, tie last and second largest Shay built, plans of ‘Cass No. 
17 - in hi ongaial. 154-ton' 3-truck form - were used as 
gn; pulled coal on die Western Maryland's 


Chaffee Branch tor only a few years; displayed in Baltimore 
at the B&O Railroad Museum lor over 25 years belore com¬ 
ing here in I960 (in a tong-term trade lor Shay No.1 and 
Porter 0-4-0T No.714); in 1961. operated for the first time in 
28 years; used sparingly untl service on the Cass-Durbin 
Run (l 984-85); extensive shopping removed It Irom the ros¬ 
ter for two lull operating seasons; reassembled, 3ig 6 spent 
part of August on Ihe upper shop track for firal painting, then 
returned to the main repair facility for lettering, and thus fired 
up lor teslng, then put back into service; it Ml run this fall, at 
least periodicaly. on Ihe Cass-to-Whittaker :urnarounds. 

Shopped Power 

Shay No. 5 (c/n 1503.1905). 80 Ions'; came to Cass new 
lor the Greenbrier & Elk River, West Virginia Spruce Lumber 
Co.'s railroad out of Casa - the oldest and longest operating 
Shay here; 'Is cylinders were cracked In 1958 white serving 
the mill's dry loin plant as a steam source, thus was inopera¬ 
ble when the Stats acquired the railroad In 1962; ailer repair, 
it was put Into service three years taler No 5 is out of sar 
vice this year for a flue sheet replacement; t *■ 

service for the May Railfan Weekend. 


ill be back in 


* Factory designation. Engine weighed more in operating condition (coal, water, tools, etc.). 
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..toe ongnal yard track (row usad 1 
for pertdng excursion trains) was Mower I 
Lumber's dsad kne - Msere No. IS (the large* 1 
ite upon conversion Mto 1 

- - ertengrij.artNo I3(«x- 1 

C40160-ton tour-trucker) sal for aooul 15 yean 1 
prior to scrapping. 

In order from Ihe tower and of die siding m 
Hal tier No. « (e/n 1591.1929). 90 tons*; one of 1 
the largest units out-shopped by Hauler of Erie. I 
Pa ; originally served Boston* Coal and Clay I 
Products at New Bethlehem. Ps., Then spent I 
over 25 years in Greenbrier County as Meadow I 
River Lumber No. 6; came here on Its own I 
power In 1966 and went Into service during Baki I 
Kncb Inaugural Weekend [May 1963); out-oF 1 
service since June 1995; needs s new boiler. 

Shay No. 36. (c/n 2B04.1916). 73 tons’; Dull tot I 
an Alabama logging enterprise; ipent about two I 
decadas in West Virginia - f nt with Raleigh I 
Lumber Co. (Glen Morgan), ben W.M. Ritter I 
Lumber Co. (Oxley and Maben) In1942. moved I 
by Ritter to New River. Tennessse where It later I 
nauled coal as Brimstone RJR No. 36. came I 
hen nine years ago; because <4 s<ze and age. r 
likely to remain on the dead line tor tome ome 
Climax No. 9 (s/n 1651,1919). T 0 tons'. Dull by 
Climax Locomotive Works, Cony, Pa., lor the 
Mcore-Keppel Co. (Randolph County) and last 
used to pull coot on the Middle Fork R.R.; 
armed here (1870) In ragged shape: a new boil¬ 
er tound In Canada combines with the shoo 
torce'e tong-running Interest in tackling this pro¬ 
ject to make the lulure brighter than might be 
expected Irom Its derelict appearance; if every¬ 
thing goes wall, it may be on the road in 1998. 
Shey No. 7(c/n3131.1920). 70 tons', first used 
by Raine Lumber Co. at Ckwerlfck (Pocahontas 
County): In 1930, moved to toe Raine fam»y* 
Greenbner County M> - Meadow fl 

here on ite own power in 1964 end 


er problem, haen'l run since 1970. 

Baldwin Rod Loco No. 612 fc> 096 56. ' 1 ^ I 

BulMor the U.S.A-my Transport^ Oorpaw I 

operated al Fort Eustls. Va. at ° I 

Buaues'until971;tNe2-jFOTtonsojl^9orihas I 

never run here - unW I 

enced Ourbln Runs, it wee idea cav*ft. “ ' 
the water leva route's future poser. 
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Mower Lumber Company camp 


Despite losing operation on the upper holl ol the Coss Hill 
to January's Hood, a memorable ride awaits you on the 
CSRR - to Whittaker Station, site of the new Whittaker 
Camp No. I display. Roil equipment and structures repre¬ 
senting various facets ol West Virginia logging con now be 
inspected during the 20-minute stop. An interpretive lour 
is offered of comp cars and shanties, diesel loader, four- 
whee log train ccboose and portable high-spor steam 
skidder. Whittaker Comp No. 1 is on on-going project 
which has involved thousands at volunteer hours by the 
members ol Mountain Slate Rai road & logging Historical 
Association, a non-prolit organicolion based in Coss. 


■ - -i if.»f )«< rh« Cess Town Walk’s pop- 
-r, •- yaw T>» season's gutae. Philip 

was or>- oy the Cess history bug back in 
£ -v nw aeccrd rti to the CSRR and has been 
Vom reai«y ever since, his grasp 
fj* herery « bean risrghdul and ertertain- 
» Based on personal research with- 
■errrer to previous town walk presentations. 


Casa log loader at 
work near Anjean, 
Greatibiia- County, 
ir 1955 lor the 
Meadow River 
Lumber Co. 

Pinto ty Barnard Kmn 
Ccurttfy Eric Uundy. 
from the MSPIHA 
1993 Calendar 


•ru or Porter Aegartfevg the Equal Opportunity 
Uoe Sa e Wo n end Participate in Program* 

fvw-, •,< it* rW-J y »yrtc DMsicn otfioTural 
*i ti frcMOr »t Vxarwt orcommoiotonv v!r«r:S 
to ■* p^rvrrt wtticM regrjra V> Mo race, 
ogs v* y> wr/u wan. or ttaobilty Roper 
an r^MSOMcnorvStoncAanrc watt otVta rules 
r*gi«o«ero a* tn* oWy sources erf residelic/w lor 
k*A*r tea or ptojran poritopawn 
*«m> Wgnc DMttm ol Resources on 

aaud opponurw y employer' 


Free Supplementary Programs 
Cass Scenic Railroad State Park 

September 23-29,1996 


| N«w at WhlttokT Station | 
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Coss Scenic Railroad Park programs for a different kind of West Virginia state park 



Cass Town Walk C'"' 

11 15 - Saturday t *v 

! 15'- Fri, Sun • 2:15 * - Sun —■ » . 

5 10* - Friday 

Moat on the Cass Country ,L-U ^ 

Store steps fora 45-minute. 
half-mile swing through the S5-*'r 55l_ 
oidcompany town f | ■ ~ |M 

Coss was the headquarters 

and locus ol one of the largest HLpP^^’Ljgjgpi 
lumbering operations in Ihe ^BOiZ . 
stale Learn about this isolat¬ 
ed industrial town's history, view its prominent struc¬ 
tures. and hear about what life was like here 80+ 
yeors ago djring the boom period. 

* These tours coincide with Ihe Coss Showcase pro¬ 
gram's conclusion and ore thus subject to a 5-10 
minute delay whenever a troin returns late, kindly 
wait for your guide on the Cass Country Store parch 

Log Trains, Woodhlcks & More 

6:50 - Saturday (Dinner Train at- V/hlitaker Station) 
On regular runs there's a lot to be soid about the log¬ 
gers' lilesl/e and timbering practices that can't be 
squeezed into lie short presentation al Ihe new rail¬ 
logging display at Whittaker Station To close out the 
Dinner Troin season - ond celebrate tha rousing suc¬ 
cess of Whittaker Comp No 1 (see back panel) - Philip 
Bagdon presents an overview of logging railroads, 
then turns the arogram aver to Keith Norman for a 
leisurely, full-length interpretive walk Before boarding 
the train, there will be a question and answer period 


Top Of The Morning Tour 

fiCV - Ftt Sat Sun 

MMV ar+* dtfx* tor 75-rnrx;fc* tnvJo walking 

*xx rtM' .I'M 1 >ou dbn t mnd getting wot 
nnminh Vw NoNtaN el e me n ts of this walk are the 
tccx Tvc end steam .icomoiwes being prepared 
• v «w> by tau-ig o took ol the lumber 

-,i cn n-evyo oV of ’he bigger p-cture - once one 
■ -vr vov s most productive double bandsaw and 
- jnna rrU \x Ihes x second boot’ la the tagging 
.c^ryoi s V' -'ury chorge of furnishing pulpwood 
-*0 "V ,-ord i'se-’‘- using 'he reody track's in-sleom 
XWV x exomotos - we pause to discuss Ephrain 
Svr* s oreak-‘trough design for togging locomotives 
Movrg onto the dead line. we look at a Heis’er and 
o : .—c« men compare these geared designs with 
•wo Shays and a Baldwin rod engine. 

A*-e - oeeong i nstae the car shop, we enter a world cf 
geyneod deighr No two days O'e the same in our 
-"on •eoo't facility, where attention has lamed to 
nstorvng o flue sheet n Shay 5 Ahet watching 
some repairs, we inspect the mochining boy. 

Behind-the-scenes Shop Tour, P.M. 

1:50 - Saturday 

West at the depot for this 55-m nute. 1-mile walking 
tour. Mich is s-mSar to the morning program bee 
cocve.. except we walch the 100 train pass on its 
return to Cass, men pork. The program concludes 
wr ompfe time for those riding the 3 00 train to 
ooqrd The tour is limited to 20 pork visitors, sc 
please sign up at the depot icket office 


South end o' Uptown Mein S'teet 190? 


Greenbrier Siding Deadline Slroll 

2:50 - Saturday 

Meet at the water tower, located up the tracks 
from the parking lot, for this 30-minute. 1-mite 
walk - a continuation of the Behind-the-scenes 
Locomotive Shop Tour, P.M program 
Vie walk up the former Chesapeake & Ohio Ry 
Greenbrier Subdivision lor a look at an array o! 
ron-logging rail equipment (including lour first- 
generation diesel locomotives and a steam wreck 
crane) that has sat on the old interchange/station 
siding for a decade. Along with some nice river- 
bank scenery are reminders of the Greenbrier's 
floodstage fury. 


There will be ro programs on 
days Ihe train does not operate 


Cass Interpretive Programming 

West Virginia Stale Porks hove traditionally altered 
exceptional programs by seosonol naturalists The 
Cass Scenic Railroad and the old mil lawn - histone 
subjects that they ore - coll tor a different spin Pt»*p 
Bogdon Is CSRR Slate Park's Seasonal Historian ft 
devotee of Coss history lot over 30 years. Phil has con¬ 
tributed Ns extensive research to several put+caions 
and archives In 1976. wkde interviewing old I nets 
associated wilh the bygone rail-logging era he resided 
in Coss and served as a train commentator 


At the time of fhrs company photo' 
«■' »23. the second ireptocenenll 
icr^ber mill complex had just been 
- omelet ed ond was runnning two 
eievervhour shrfts six days a week 
Both pbcMos on this page from 
'orpng South Cheat TbeMstotyoi 
ihe Inawthoe lands by George Ueike 











New at Whittaker Station 


Above W 'Ilor Cheat Mconlam log comp scene. c 1950 
Below Dinner al a Mower Lumbar Company camp. 


t pari prey a m offering is the Top Of The 
9 t m.- After v*«ng the repair shops, visitors 
*w ccc'?'*-jr'»v to natch trains being pro- 
Save 1963. lh«s tens of day has been a 
i among raiffans Representative of the 
*o—ie' Ueaoow River Lumber Heislcr No. 6 
- and smokes - it up back in 1971 


Despite losing operation on the upper holf of the Cass Hill 
to January's flood (resumption of service lo Bald Knob is 
expected in Octoberl. there is slill a memorable ride 
awaiting you on 1 he CSRR - lo Whiltoker Station, sie ol 
the new Whitaker Camp No l disploy. Rail equipment and 
structures representing various facets of West Virginia log¬ 
ging con now be inspected during the 20-minjle stop An 
interpreter leads tours Monday through Friday of Ihe 
comp cars and shorties, diesel loader, i-whed caboose 
and steam-powered Lidgerwood lower skidder Whiltoker 
Comp No. 1 is on on-gomg project which has involved 
thousands ol volurleet hours by members of the 
Mountain Stale Railroad & togging Historical Association, 
a non-profit organization based in Cass. 


n ts seventh year, the Cass Town Wale's pop- 
i*artv cent,r>u« to grow.This season's guide. Philip 
Bagcfon. was bitten by the Cass history bug back in 
'955 on h« second visit to the CSRR and has been 
deepnenng myth (tom real ty erer since; his grasp 
■-» the 'true history’ is both instehllul and entertain- 
^3 The tour is cased on personal research, with¬ 
er reference to previous town walk presentations. 


SlMvnwtl of Policy Regarding the Equal Opportunity 
T* Use Factlitiea and Participate In Programs 

n rhe ptfvy ol the Matt Virgnw Oriskfl of Noturol 
fevA«»*. *3 provide Ns looMe? ocommodoltonv services 
one proqioms to of persons without regard to sec roro 
cator. oge. lekgton. nnBtool origin, or dbabffly proper 
toenvts legea/jionend comptairce with oIIkioI rules 
and ragvtotiorv. ore the only sourtes ol rwtricllors t« 
toewry use or progrom porllclpolton 
be Vfesf Vryrw, Division al Notircl »«aureos Is on 
eoool opportunity employer' 


Ciasei log loader at 
worit near Anjaan, 
Greenbrier County, 
in 1955 for the 
Meadow River 


Free Supplementary Programs 
of Cass Scenic Railroad Stale Park 

July 29 -August 4,1996 


_ 













Cass Scenic Roilrood . Park programs for a different kind of West Virginia state park 



Explore an old lumber mill town 


Cass Town Walk 


Top Of Tho looming Tour 

Turn s. rtw 

v ftVmnul*. Mlite hyi'Aic*/ 

,, ti.\j don't nimd getting wet 


/O'- Sun. fn Saf 
3/0' - Sn/urcfay 
5. 05’ - Sun, Aton. Thurs, Fn 
Meet on the Cass Country Store steps for this enter¬ 
taining 30-minute. half-mite swing through the old 
company town - built between 1902 and 1908 
Cass was Ihe headquarters and focus ol one of the 
largest lumbering operations in the state Learn about 
this isolated Industrial 'own's history, view its promi¬ 
nent structures, and hear about whot life was like here 
80+ years ago. A tour brochure is provided lor supple¬ 
mentary inlormoion oboul Old Cass and the park’s 
on-going rennovafion of the former compony town 

* These tours coincide with the Cass Showcase pro¬ 
gram's conclusion and are thus subject to a 5-10 
minute delay whenever a Iroin returns late; kindly 
wait for your guide on the Cass Country Store porch. 

Log Trains, Woodhlcks & Wore 

7:00 pm.- Friday 

Meet on porch of the Cass Country Store for this 
45-minute presentation concluding with a question- 
and-answer time. Featured guest is Keith Norman. 
Whittaker Camp No 1's interpreter. Philip Bagdon 
opens the program with an overview of the once- 
immense Cass rail-togging operation. 

There's a lot to be said about the loggers lifestyle and 
timbering practices that can’t be squeezed into the 
short walk-through presentation at the new Whittaker 
Camp No.1 display, so join us for the resl of the story. 


atw/ the Cass krnber mil. once one of tt» 
double bandsaw and planing 
*X 3S MS.-+d Coot' to the logging opera- 
1 fy —xr> < -vr>- o' U nothing spruce pulpwooc. 
ctrsnurq «> rt* yard, w* watch Shays being pro- 
.jrrj a-rf dscuss their tascinatmg design. Moving 
- to rh* dead -ne. w took at a Hester and Climox 
ocamorv* ’non compore 'hese geared engines 
wn rwo Shays and a rod engine 
After packing inside the car shop, we enter o world of 
jor-vod aeigh* No 'wo days are the some inside 
ocr man repo* tocirfy 

Present* '62-ton rronste’ shay. '8ig 6' |ex-Westerr 
Vcrrand; s undergoing final assembly after heavy 
s*ooo*ng Bes-des pausing to watch the work on No 
s we spec' original Cass Shay, No. 5. and the 
snap s machining bay 

. ew-ng the day's octive CSRR power come to life and 
wo me yard rounds out Ihe lour 

Behfnd-the-scenes Shop Tour, P.M. 

1:45 - Mon , Thurs 

try 'nose u-noble to 'eorly-bird-ir (see above), this 
55-" note wa'k is a repeo program, except there 
o'e -k- s«ea-nm'. smokin' Shoys. The lour is limited to 
15 pork vs tors, so please sign up at the ticket office. 


South end of Uptown Main Street. 1908 


Senior Citizens and Disabled Persons’ 
Van Tour 

3:45 * - Sunday and Saturday 
For hose unable to endure a half-mile walk, this 20- 
minule motoring version olthe town tour is limited to 
14 visitors. Reservations mustbe placed ol l he depot 
ticket office by 3 30 Departure is from the loot of the 
Cass Country Slore steps 

* Pease note that the CSRR State Pork vehicle is not 
equipped with a handicap Nt. 


There will be no programs on 
Tuesday and Wednesday, July 30-31 


Cass Interpretive Programming 

Afesl Virginia Parks have trodrtionally offered 
exceptional programs by seasonal naturalists 
Ihe Cass Scenic Railrood end Ihe old mill town - 
historic subjects that Ihey are - call far a different 
spin, Philip Bogdon is CSRR Slate Parks Seasonoi 
Historian A devotee ol Cass history for over 30 
years, Phil has contributed his extensive 
research lo severol publications ond archives In 
1976. whie interviewing old-timers associated 
with Ihe logging and roilrood ero. he resided in 
Coss ond served as a CSRR train commentator 


A* he -tme o I the. company 
photo' in 1923. the second Coss 
'-mber mill [decidedly higb- 
•erh for is erol hod just been 
'orpleed ond was operating 
It hours doily except Sundoy 

lh*s photo ond top right from 
logging S'xjlh Cheat 
the IHVry of Ihe Irowihot 
lands by George De*e 









Cass-. Where History Coroes Nwe\ 

Whittaker Camp No.1 


Aerial Log Skidding 


Comp Shanty Display 


With tower standing 96 test above its base, kteabow 
River No.1 was the largest portable high steel sp* r sjad 
per' to operate in the East. Here. I ts working a sol north¬ 
east ofAnjean in Jane 1956. To the rear tsa lowside 
coal tender and the diesel log leader (now also at 
Whittaker Camp No. 1) - which is spotted lor resjppty 
Photo by Wally Johnson, MSRSLHA 1993 Calendar 

Introduced on the Cass logging job by West Virginia 
Pulp and Paper Co., portable high steel spar (tower) 
skidders initially reached limber lhal was inaccessible 
to horse learns due to terrain and/or distance F ve 
second-hand steam skidders were acquired between 
1922 and 1928. Skidd ng became the primary means 
of moving logs to rail loading sites after Mower 
Lumber acquired the operation in 1942 The final skid- 
der set' was located al Old Spruce, alter depleting Um¬ 
ber atop Bald Knob in June i960. 

Tower skidders were used by several of the larger 
West Virginia rail-logging enterprises Although aH 
remaining 'Cass skideers’ were scrapped in late 1960 
and early 1961. the Slate PBrk is blessed with a truly 
beefy example - built by Meadow River Lumber ‘rom 
•stock parts in 1944 end donated by that company s 
successor, Georgia-Pacific Corporation, in 1972 


—*■ camp No. is reprobations 0, . sk, "*“ 

^£JT[l»3e» provide a g vnpso into a bygone 
a croup of eight anginal and long-gone 
s" ScSde accent to a camp train (lop 
VI T946 on the head of Shavers Folk 

,V»,< v loom and Reg-onel Hislory Collet ran 
^ We*i V^glriu University Library 

Structures utilized during both eras of Cass- 
refated logging camps (stationary and move- 
able) woods camp shanties served a variety 
of uses. Originally. 2-story structures housed 
the woed crews, while small shanties like 
tnose above - housed skilled workers. 

Introduction of camp trains ended the use of 
~->e f*> bunk houses, but the use of small shanlies fo 
cooobi house skilled workers - such as the filer (who 
‘ «s' kept the saws and axes sharp) - continued 

of uri tii the mill's closure in June I960. 


Aher serving tor 32 years in the woods ot Greenbi er 
County, this Meadow River Lumber Co. d esel tog 
loader - shown he r e with the jeb's Shay No. 5 near 
Anjean. c 1955 - is now one of six pieces ot raU-tog- 
ging equipment at CSRFt's Whittaker Camp No 1 

Photo by Bemmd J.Kern. MSRLHA1993 Catorrlw 

Whittaker Camp No.l. new lor 1996. compli- 
menls your memorable steam-powered ride 
over a lotmer logging railroad with a glimpse 
into the heart oi Ihe matlei - the high-volume 
timbering which spawned the immense rail 
ope ation (at its peak mote than 130 miles of 
mainline and woods spur trackl 
This display offers not only a look at rail-log¬ 
ging equipment, but also relates the rouline 
workaday lives of those slalwarl men who 
labored in Ihe woods and Ihus made West 
Virginia's tumultuous lumbering era possible 
An interpretive commentary is offered live 
days a week, al other limes, CSRR passen¬ 
gers are invited to explore Camp No. 1 Inde¬ 
pendently via interpretive signs which otter an 
overview of life in ihe woods and techniques 
for bringing in saw logs 


References 

Further irvestigalion of Cass raiMoggmg and West 
Virginia luirbenng in general is available via the fol¬ 
lowing publications on sale at outlets adjacent to Ihe 
CSRR depot: 

On Eeyond Leatherbark. The Cass Saga 
by Roy 8. Clarkson; McClain Publishing Co., 
Parsons; 2nd printing. 1994 
Logging South Cheat The History of the Snowshoe 
Lands by George Deike. Cass; 2nd printing. 1993 
West Virginia Logging RaHroads by Bill Warden. 

TLC Publishing Co.. Lynchburg, Va.. 1993 
Tumult On The Mountains. Lumbering in West 
Virginia, 1770-1920 by Roy B Claikson; McCtam 
PublshingCo.. Parsons; 9th printing, 1992 
The Log Tram Mountain State Railroad & Logging 
Historical Association's quarter y journal has pub- 
ished a vast array of materia: for over 12 years. 
Back issues are handled by Country Craft Junction 


Rigging to bring In logs 


In a Cass-relaied skidder diagram, a trip of logs s en 
route to ine railroad landing from the tan tree Meadow 
Rr/er No. i. the display's skidder. was capable it b"ngng 
in logs at a minimum of 50 feet off the ground from up to 
3.000 leet away. 

From Loggmg South Cheat The H,story 
of the Snowsnoe Land* by George De*e 


Cass Scenic Railroad State Park 


Coss, West Virginia 


of Ihe Sntmrsme tanasor < 






c«r Camp No. 1 Display 


Celebrating the 59 year lumbering heritage of the Cass Scenic Railroad, ^901 -I960 


VA*tk*er Comp Ho I H or 
on-going po*c; which - 
besides grcrn and genavn 
pt Wot* lircaccl support - 

hosirwhedthouMrdsal 1 
volunteer hours by members 
ol the Cass bcved Mourno in 
Stole Rolttoad & Logging 
Historteci Association 
Interpretive services ore 
prcrrided in affiliation wnh 
the West Virginia University 
Deportment cS History's Public 
History Program 

For into’mation obout 
Mountoin State Rolrood & 
logging Historical Assoc. 
please virile PO Box 89. 
Cos*. WV 24927 


I. Representative Shanty 
2. Ft tor's Shanty 
3 Swveyor/Crutset's Shanty 
4 Kitchen/Dtnlng Cor 
5 Lobby/Bunk Car 
6. Diesel Log Loader ana 
Skeleton Steel log Car 
7. Standord Steel Log Flatcar 

8 Four-wheel Logging 

Caboose 

9 lidgerwood Skidder 
JO Future Cod Tender 


■* *%■» Crows* Oevp* Collection 

r *MS «*m nxxe than 40 yeors of occupying fwo- 
*»-, ji» quarerv -.gged Woodhrcks' work- 

rqa\*w Cass ct> Wx) memseires odapBng to a 
-<• fcr— ck xccr-TxxJa^oas Soon after Mower 
,.«-cw Crx~pcrr» txxjgw ou» the Cass operation, 
Hoc Arc*' - r*w new general manoger - instituted 
:or-c vans *o c_* expenses Weber came from 
Meadow fcr Utmber Company, based n Baneile, 
Crmrty*' Cou n% where *h s housing practice hod 
aeon nstiuwd n the earfy 1930s. 

The Cass shop commenced work on the camp sets in 
cf :« o total of 17 cars were constructed from 
oggng fia*o*s Mower camp trains consisted of 3- 
*0-4 bunk cars, a lobby cor. (fining car and kitchen car. 
5e*we c n '945 and '956. there were two camps in 
wstan then, Vr the last two years of rail-logging, 
•here ren-oned one moveable grouping 

The off cr goo comp cor. No 419. now o combined 
«*> *rgr* render ng, s loaned by o facsimile created 
n ’98G rksetoyed as a combined kitchen/dining car 


Parked scenic 
railroad train 


Rail Equipment Roster 

Kitchen/Dinng Cor (4). Built from one of Ihe remoinlng Four-wheel Caboose |8| This "bobbe'' rode the rear ol 
Cass logging flatcars, this is an adaptation of the kilchen log Irains oul of Swandale IClay Courtly), where Its lest 
and dining cars ol Mower Lumber Co camp trains owner. Georgia-Pacific Corp. was preceded by W M 

s, c c r &s s &•==r its ssw SRfsssa 

port of the lost ccmp train in 1960 Its side door was udgerwood Skidder[9] Home-bull by Ihe Roinelle shop 
added in 1969 wtile serving os CSRiCs ’sand house.' from Lidgerwood parts in 1944. Meadow River LumberCo 

Diesel Log Loader |6a|. Built in 1939 by Meadow River Na Vs service ended when il foiled boiler inspectionjn 
Lumber Co.'s shop in Roinelle. this large powerful long '*6- »“"» to Cass six years totoDouble-headtag 
free' device wos oclive until 1970; ilcahU ibCass in 1972 Shays brought theUdgerwood to MMterhim C °"‘ 

siderable wo k remains, including raising the tower 

Skeleton Steel Log Cor |6b| One ol 24 such cars donated 

to CSRR in 1972. Meadow River Lumber 'B-12' now corries Skidder Tender (10). A representative cool-supply car lor 
Ihe log loader. Mony of the current excursion cars were Ihe skidder is dated lobe instated here in Ihe neor future 
built from these MRlbrCo steel skeleton log cars ^ f hlca , There were over 200 of these 4a 

Standard Steel Logging flatcar (7) This 40-foot flat, used fool (lots used ol Coss by West Virginia Ptip & Pope* dur 
by 0k River Coal & Lumber and ils successors, wos one of ing the lumbering heydoy Port of the original CSRR excur- 
several cars donated byGeorgio-Pocific Corn in 1967 For sion train ond Ihe only extant 'native' log cor H is cunenr- 
about two decades it served as o Bold Knob all-weather ly spoiled on the old compony store siding lead m Coss 
cor before being retired due to a bed axle owoiling restoration by MSR&IHA voMtleers 


comp, c 




The late , great old shop 



**«. «-on<i Cass shop m 1966 at age 43 



The ‘rs* shop - boi!t in 1901 - was single-track and 
rqpaste of sen-king two locomotives simultaneously. 
• was replaced in early 1923 by a signifcantly-lorger 
•set ' of connected structures. To CSRR-ero railfans. 
Sncp **o 2 was akin to a lime machine in terms of its 
overhead belt-driven machinery. 

4 mojor ‘odor ir replacing the 1901 shop was West 
Virginia &jo & Paper's Co's ordering of a monster 
Cass C Shay 1154 tons os built by Lime Locomotive 
Works . rostered os No. 121, apporenty clearance 
resthciions prohibited occess It wos too big to fit. 

’ e certain that the 1922 baze. which leveled the 
bond saw and planing mills, significantly delayed 
comp-eton of the new shop ond loundty/pattern 
'•ouse complex Eythe timework resumed, the lirst ol 
n/me’ous ’owe^ sbdders had been acquired; thus, 
os completed. the north bay's upper end sported a 
pair of huge doors to occommodote Ihes a tall steam- 
powered logging devices 

was built of Ihe some surplus 
World War corrugated sheet metal from Fort Meade. 
Ad used for the 1921 mill boiler house and a new 
'•ay/gratn sioroge facility today's Cass Showcase] 


Ruins of the big Cass Mill 



fins 1971 view shows Ihe south end ol the hupo mi l 
complex with C&O tracks in left foreground. The loot¬ 
ing slorage building’s suivrving brick lire wall is vsible 
on (he right side of the slructure closest to the tracks. 
First ol the complex to go was the end ol the planing 
mill (at right), which collapsed in 1974. 



Both photos or this pege Philp Eogdon 


Shown above is the ‘long side' ol the double bandsaw 
mill as it appeared 24 years ago. The carriage ran 
back and forth on its 'shotgun teed' (left foreground), 
with the band saw itself formerly situated in middle 
frame. Fire leveled the bandsaw mill in 1982. four 
years earlier the planing mill and flooring storage build¬ 
ings went up in smoke. 

Phil Bagdon. CSRR State Park's Seasonal Historian 
and 32-year veteran cf the Cass Experience, had big 
lun while exploring and photographing the mil com¬ 
plex between 1974 and 1976. Looking back somewha^ 
ir horror, he is thankful not have bought the farm’ by 
falling through a soft, rotted floor. 


Statement of Policy Regarding The Equal Opportunity 
To Use Facilities and Participate In Programs 

It is the policy ol the West Virginia DMston ol Natural 
Resources to provide its tacHtes. occonmodallora. 
services ond programs to all persons without regad lo 
sex. race, color, oge, religion, net anal origin, or cisaMIty 
Proper licenses registration ond compltcnce with oiidol 
rules and regulations are the only sources ol restricSons 
lor facility use or program parkipabon 
TheWestVirginidDivtsionoINcihjrel Resources 
Is on egucl opportunity employer" 


Cass Shop Site 

Top Of The Nloininq lour 
Behind-the-scenes Shop Tour P.fA. 

locomotive repair and maintenance requirement 
for a steam railroad call lor not only a well- 
equipped faciSty but also an experienced shop 
stall Ti e Cass Scenic Railroad is blessed wilhbolh 

Throughout Ihe year there is activity here: during 
Ihe off season, rood crew personnel - conductors, 
engineers and firemen - fan the tegulor shop 
employees lo comprise a 14-man work force 

Presently, lomner Western Maryland No 6 ICSRR's 
Big Six). Ihe last Shay built and second largest out- 
stropped by Lima Locomotive Works of Uma. Ohio, 
is undergoing final reassembly 
Upcoming projects include, a replacement Hue 
street for original Cass Shay Ho 5 Ibui't in 1905 anti 
currently on Shop Track Na. 2). oil-to-coat grale 
conversion ol ex-Feather Rver Shay No 3 [pur¬ 
chase agreement was recently onnourreed. ship¬ 
ment from Catifomla pending), a new bailer lor 
Heisler No 6. and lap-lo-bctlom renovation of ex- 
Moote Keppel Lumber Co. Climax No. 6 

Today's shop was placed into service during 1976, 
four years afler fire destroyed Ihe 1923 complex. 
The adjacenl car shop was erected in 1973 to meet 
Ihe interim repair needs. 

There's more to the Top of Ihe Morning Tour and 
Betwd-lhe-scenes Shop Tour, PM than an inter¬ 
pretation ol Ihe shop; lire sogo of locomotive repd 
is port of a walking four which includes o ! ook at 
ihe mill rums and on array of motive power and 
rolling slock on Ihe yard's dead line 
Piecse refer to This Ween Al Cass lovailabe n 
brochure form at the depot ticket office! for the I ve- 
day-o-week schedule All supplementary pro¬ 
grams are offered free of charge. 


Cass Scenic Railroad State Park 

Cass, West Virginia 




Coss Scenic Railroad Hark programs fora ditterent kind ot West Virginia state park 


A grand h«HtoB« In a mod.rn wrapper: The Cos. Shops 


tv.xl hem Ybu ore asked to wakh your step and keep tabs on all small children! 

-- < GtRMortne 


■rm 


50 Inn owrheod cron* 


Machining Bay 

Lathav wheel lathe drill presses, 
shopes redial arm drill hacksaw. 
m4lng machine, eic. 

Shoy "Big 6" 


1 * * Shay No 5 

3Z3 "1= 

1 

- n —1 H £ 

Shop frock No 2 

-;—Lf—-—- , 

O-ton over heod crone 


What's 

in 

the 

Shop 


Shay No. 2 ,tfr 3320.1928) Lima Paci'ic Coast model - 96 
tors* superheated, the only PC built as a wood-burner; logic 
»*cenced its conversion to oil belore operation in British 
Coiumtxa as Miyo Lbr. Co. No 4; then Lake Logging Co.. 
Ltd No 5 Western Forest Industres Vo 5. and Railway 
Acc-Lancej Research (Vancouver Wharfs Lid.) No.114; came 
*0 Cass m 197C and made its operational debut al Railfan 
Weekend 1972. grates converted for coal In 1985. 


Shay No. 4 (c/n 3189.1922). 70-tons* originally Birch Valley 
Lbr. Co.. Tioga (Nicholas County). No. 5; involved in a run 
eway which kilted lour; came to Cass in 1943 as Mower Lbr 
Co No. 4 and was not orly the last togging Shay but also the 
lirsl road engine of the Cass Scenic R R„ in 1993 a thorough 
shopping was completed, with the track to Bald Knob 
expected to reopened in October, No. 4 wiH serve as the 
pusher (helper) engine. 


Shopped Power 


Shay No. 6 c/n 3354 1945). Lima class 150-3. superheat¬ 
ed. the lasi and second largest Shay burl plans ol 'Cass No. 
'Z - n is ongmai. 154-ton* 3-truck lom - were used as 
‘oundatrona des.gn; pulled coal on the Western Maryland’s 
CnaHee B # aneh or only a lew years displayed in Baltimore 
* lhe BSO Raikoad Museum for over 25 years before com¬ 
ing her# m 198C («i a long term trade lor Shay No.1 and 
Porter 0-4-0T Nc 714); in 1981. operated lor the lirsl time in 
28 years, used sparingly until service on the Cass-Durbin 
(1984 65) extensive shopping has removed 4 from Ihe 


rosier lor two full operating seasons; due back on the road, 
working the Cass-Whittaker turnarounds, in September. 
Shay No. 5 (c/n 1503. 1905). 80 tons*; came to Cass new 
for the Greenbr er & Elk River R.R.. W Va. Spruce Lbr Co s 
railroad out ol Cass - the oldest and longest operating Shay 
here; its cylinders were cracked in 1958 while serving the 
Cass mill's dry kiln planl as a steam source, thus was »>op- 
erabie when the State acquired the rairoad in 1962; alter 
repair, rt was placed m service during 1965; lice sheets are 
cue lor replacement durng the upcoming oft-season 


The Dead line 

trirlay'r. do.*-1 '.mo Iraok came into existence 
in 19/3 wlion die cosing s-tuny was wiwl 
ed Ihn u|jpor end ol the track new used to- 
parking excursion trains was Me wet Lumber 
Co.'* d»nd line, where prior lo sc-appng. Ho 
12. the Urge* Shay ever to ooerale '.in 1933 
convened 10 a touMruck - 'CteM D' - model 
weighing 197 tons) and No 13 (an ex-C&O 
150-Ion 1 our-1 fucker) sat tor abojt 15 years 
<n order from l/ie lower end of 16e siding are 
Heleler No S (cto 1591.1929). 90 Ions*, one ol 
me largest urvls out-shopped try -tester at Erie. 

Pa., ori^nah served Nog Hc4ow Tie Co ol 
New BaWahem, Pa. then spec' over 25 y*a-s 
n Greenbrtar County working as Meadow Rftet 
lbr. Co. No 6; came to Cass under its own 
powe in 1966 and debuted on 9-eCSRR In May 
1968. a bo«#i diet la-tod nspecton places it out- 
ot sew ce until 1996 

Shay No 36. (c*n 2804. 1916 70 tons', t rsl 
opatated by an Alabama logger, then spent 
many years in West Virginia - Hist with Raleigh 
Lbr. Co. (Glen Morgan). then W M Rider Um. 
Co. i.Oxley and Maben); in 1942. mowed by 
Rider lo Tennessee where it later hauled coal as 
Brimstone R.R No. 36 came m poor conrttfon 
lo Cass nine years ago; becw.se ot Its sire and 
age, likely to remain on the dead line for years. 
CUmaa No. 9 (sto 1551.1919) 70 tone*, built by 
Cllrrru Locomotive Works el Cony. Pa lor 
Randolph County's Moore Keppel Lumber Co 
os Us No. 6 and lost used to move coal on the 
Mkidle Fork Rollroad; came to Cass (1970) In 
ragged shape and subsequently cnughl in the 
shoo lire; o boiler lound In Canada combines 
with Ihe shop force'* long-tunning Interest In 
tackling this pro)ect oombine w makes its future 
brl(Tiler than might be expeced. It all goes well. 
II is expected to be on the road by 1998. 

Shay No. 7 (c/n 3131.1920) 70 tons'; last used 
by Ratoe Lbr Co nt Ckwerlck (Pocahontas 
County). Ihen during an extended period oper¬ 
ated by Meadow River Lbr Oo.; came to Caas 
on its own power in 1964 aid entared service 
the rtexl year, hasn't run since 1972 
Baldwin 2-8-0 Rod Loco No 612 (cto 69866. 
1943). Bull tor the US Army Transportaton 
Co-p and operated al Fori fcistis^ V-rghf unti l 
1971. whan it came lo Cess; W **"«*»** 
has never run here (unto Ih. I******** 
ended CevsDurtxn Runs, was considered rdera 
M ihe water lev* route's future power) 


* Factory designation Engine weighed more in operating condtoon (coal, water, tools, ale.). 


Celebrating Ihe 59-year lumbering heritage ot the 


t brief: The Whittaker Comp 



nmws Bme> 




Camp Shanty Display 

r “ WSFiUlp) 



jtmjad dung both eras of Cass- 
1 logons camps (stationary and move- 
■oodi camp shanties served a variety 
i O OpnaSy. 2-story structures housed 
od ants. wfWe small shanties - like 
rev* - housed skilled workers 

ctcn o t camp trams ended the use of 
xivrs hut the use of small shanties to 
Juio-3 markers - such as the tiler (who 
? satis and axes sharp) - continued 
* m* s closure in June 1960. 


-r*t 'Vor y Cass raii-'ogging and West 
u-o*-*-*; in general * available via the fol- 
•r.jfrjttcj'C'-.j on tale at outlets acjacent to the 

On Smotio caafriedwtr Trie Cass Saga 
by Roy B Cartoon. McClain Publishing Co.. 

Panons. 2nd printing 1994 
Wng Sourn Cheat fha History o( the Snowshoe 
*"Ot bf George De*e. Casa: 2nd printing. 1993 
IVesr Voyr.s oggrg Reloads by Bril Warden; 

TLC PjoW»r«ng Co,. Lynchburg. Va., 1993 
Tumitr On The Mountains Lumbering in West 
f rgr.a 17T0 '920 by Roy B Clarkson McClain 

Put**nmgCo Parsons. 9th priming 1992 
e tog Tran Mountain Stale Railroad S Logging 
iioncat Assooauons Quarterly journal has pub- 
|«»wd a vast array of material for over 12 years 
Bac. are handled by Country Cratt Junction 


High-line Aerial Skidding 



With ta»var standing 36 f?et above its base. Meadcw 
River No 1 was the largest •portable high sleel spar stud 
der' to operate In the East. Her©, it Is working a set north¬ 
east ot Anjoan In June 1956. To the rear is a Mowside' 
coal tender and the company's diesel log loader - which 
is spoltod lor fuel resupply. 

Photo by Wnlly Jomson, MSR&LHA 1993 CnUndar 

Introduced on the Cass togging job by West Virginia 
Pulp and Paper Co., portable high steel spar’ (lower) 
skidders initially reached limber that was inaccessible 
to horse teams (due to terrain and/or d stance). Five 
second-hand steam skidders were acquired by 
WVP&PCo between 1922 and 1928. Skidding became 
the primary means ot moving logs to rail loading sites 
alter Mower Lumber acquired the operation in '942. 
The final 'set' was located at Old Spruce, after deplet¬ 
ing limber atop Bald Knoj in June 1960. 

Tcwer skidders were usad by several of the larger 
West Virginia rail-logging enterprises. Although all 
remaining Cass skidders' were scrapped in late 1960 
and earty 1961. the State Park is blessed with a truly 
beely example - built by Meadow River Lumber from 
stock parts' in 1944 and donated by that company’s 
successor. Georgia-Pacific Corporation, in 1972. 



In a Cass-related skiddar diagram, a 'trip of logs is en 
route to the rairoad lantfing from the tall tree Meadow 
River No. 1. the display's skidder, was capable ot bringing 
in logs at a minimum ol 5C feel off the ground from up to 
3,COO feel away. 

From Logging South Cheat The History 
ot the Snowshoe Lands by George De ke 


Cass: ’Where History Comes Wive'. 

Whittaker Camp No t 



After serving for 32 years in the woods of Greenbr ©r 
County, this Meadow Rivet Lumber Co. Ciesel loa 
loader - shown here with the jobs Shay No. 5 near 
Anjean. c. 1955 - is now cne of si< pieces of ra.I-loc- 
ging equipment at CSRFTs Wh ttaker Camp No.1 

Fhoto by Bernard J.Ke»n. MSBLHA1993 Calendar 

Whittaker Camp No.1. new tor 1996. compli¬ 
ments your memorable steom-powered ride 
over a former togging railroed with a glimpse 
into the heart of Ihe matter - the high-volume 
timbering which spawned ihe once-immense 
rail operation (at its peak more than 130 miles 
of mainline and woods spur track). 

This d splay offers not only a look at rail-log¬ 
ging equipment, but also relales the routine 
workeday lives ol those stalwart men who 
labored in Ihe woods and thus made West 
Virginia's tumultuous lumbering era possible 
An interpretive commentary Is ottered five 
days 3 week, at other limes. CSRR passen¬ 
gers are invited lo explore Comp No 1 inde¬ 
pendently via interpretive signs which otter an 
overview of life in Ihe woods and techniques 
for bringing in saw logs. 


Cass Scenic Railroad State Park 

Cass, West Virginia 


kind of West Virginia state park 


Tha Dead Una 



Celebrating the 59-year lumbering heritage of the Cass Scenic Railroad, 1901-1960 


QSS 



In brief: The Whittaker Camp No. 1 Display 


Stater Comp No 
on-goirg p»o'r J 


oo-goir^ pro eel - 
besides groms and generous 
privatefinontial support - 
has involved thousands a* 
volunteer hours by members 
of the Coss-bosed Mountain 
Stole Railroad & logging 
Historical Association. 
Interpretive services ate 
provided in aftlliotlon with 
the West Virginia University 
: Oepartmen ol History's Public 
History Program 

For information obout 
Mountain Slate Railroad & 
logging H storical Assoc . 
please write P.O, Box 89 
Cass. WV 24927 


I. Representative Shanty 
2 frier's Shanty 
3. Surveyor/Cmiser’s Shanty 
A. Kitchen/Dining Car 
5 Lobby/Bunk Car 
6. Diesel Log Loader and 
Skeleton Steel log Car 
7. Standard Steel log flatcar 

8. Four-wheel logging 

Caboose 

9. Udgerwood Sktdder 
10 Future Coal Tender 


rvc tv Bruce Cnctonl <3#oip» D#*» Collection 

«t ’MJ. oV mar* than 40 years of occupying two- 
*\>jv quarters, rugged "woodhicfcs" work- 
m gft the Cats tab found themselves odopting to a 
-<•» bn -• occcv^modarions Soon offer Mower 
.«—Comcony oougnt out the Cass operat on, 
•'-r»d Aecer - the new generaI manager - insfifuted 
j-z tans ’o cut expenses Weber come from 
Weodcw Rw' .umber Company; besed in Rainelle, 
>ieibe' County. where this housing proefice had 
seen ns’ *jted n the early 1930s. 

T *«e Cass shoo commenced work on fine comp sets in 
r '.44 o •-•a of 17 cars were consfrucfed from for¬ 
mer foggfog fafcars Mower camp trains consisted of 
5 4 txr* cars o lobby cor, dining car and kitchen 

y Se'weeo :945 and '958. there were two camps 
tn coe'o'on 'hen. ‘or ’he lost ’wo years of rail-log- 
yog. there remained one meveob/e grouping. 

os* origaof comp car. No 419. now a combined 
oooy/’bun* rendering, joins o facsimile created in 
‘930 end ctsptayed as o combined kite Ten/dSning car. 


Parked scenic 
railroad train 


Rail Equipment Roster 


Kitchen/Dining Car (4) Gull from one of the remaining 
Coss logging flatcars, this is an adaptation ol Ihe kitchen 
ond dining cars ol Mowet Lumber Co camp trains. 

Comp Car No. 419 (5). A former West Virginia Pulp & 
Paper Co. logging llal fabricated into a bunk car by 
Mower lumber Co.’s Cass shop in eorly 1945, No 419 was 
pari of the last camp train in 1960 Its side dcor wos 
edded in 1969 while serviig os CSRR's ‘sand house' 
Diesel Log loader (6a] kiilt in 1939 by Meadow River 
lumber Co.’s shop in Rahelle. this large, powerful ’long 
tree' device was active until 1970; il came to Coss in 1972. 
Skeleton Steel Log Cor |6b) One of 24 such cors doncled 
to C5RR in 1972. Meadow River Lumber B-12’ now carries 
the log loader. Many ol Ihe current excursion cars were 
bull! from Ihese MRlbrCo steel skeleton log cars 

Standard Steel Logging Fhlcar |7). This 40-loot fl Dt. used 
by Elk River Coal & lumber and its successors, wos one of 
several cars donated by Georgio-Padfic Corp. in 1967. For 
about two decodes it served os o Bald Knob all-weother 
ex before being retired due to a bad axle. 


Four-wheel Caboose (8). This "bobber rode the rear ol 
log trains out of Swandole (Clay County], where its Icsf I 
owner. Georgia-Pacific Corp, was preceded by WM 
Ritter lumber ond Elk River Cool & lumber companies 
Built in the 1830s and believed fo be ol Cool & Coke or 
Baltimore 8. Ohio oncestry, il wos donated in 1964 

Udgerwood Sadder (9| Home-bulll by the Rainelle shop 
from Udgerwood ports In 1944, Meadow River lumber Co 
No. 1's service ended when it foiled boiler inspection In 
1966, il came to Cass six years loter Double-heading 
Shays brought the Udgerwood lo Whitaker in 1993, con¬ 
siderable work remains, Including raising Ihe tower 

Shdder Tender (101 A representative coal-supply car for 
Ihe skiddet is slated to be instoled here in Ihe neor future 

Wood Logging Flatcar. There were over 200 of ihese 40- 
foot flats used al Coss by Wesl Virginia Pulp & Paper dur 
ing Ihe lumbering heydey Part of the original CSRR excur¬ 
sion tram and Ihe only extant ‘native’ log car, il is current¬ 
ly spoiled on the old company store riding leod In Coss 
awaiting restoration by MSR&LHA votonleets 


tfowe r 


Phil togdon Coteclloa 



. Procured here You ore asked to watch your slep and keep labs on all small children' 
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| Now at Whittaker Station 
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Cass Scenic Railroad Park programs for a different kind of West Virginia state park 


0«f behind rhe scene* with »fom Explore an old lumber mill town 



Cass Town Walk H”" 

110'- Sun. Ft). Sat ^ 

3 10' - Satunhy WK\ 

5 05 * - Mon, Thurs, Fri. Sun 

Meet on the Cass Country -ii. » , 

Store steps 30-mmvte. halt- - 

mk> saving through the oki . ■ 

company town built between Lr > ^^riHhxri*rrl 
1902 and 1900 t& ~Z* 

Cass was the neodquarlers 
and locus ol one of the largest ^MMlCyr^; 
lumbering operation; In Ihe 
slate. Leom abou' this Isotoled 
industrial town's histo'y. vfew its prominent structures, 
and hear about whal if e was like here 80* years ago 
A lour brochure is provided for supplementary infor¬ 
mation oboul Old Cass and the park's on-going rerv 
novoSon of the former company 'own. ploced in 1981 
on Ihe National Registry of Historical Places 
• These tours coincide with the Cass Showcase pro¬ 
gram's conclusion and ore thus subject to a 5-10 
minute de/ay whenever a tram returns late, kindly 
wait for your guide on the Cass Country Store porch. 


Top Of Tho Morning Tour 


nuft*. t-mde walking 
t rimd getting wit 


.«rn * ts« r*** fcmber mfl. one* one of the 
|m , -K»r crvduc** double bandsaw and planing 
-+ i, . ♦* as second boor to the togg itg ope-o 
4v , ;y-r-xri t narji> d K‘"*s.\ng spruce puipwood 
( ju g to nw yard, we watch Shays being pre- 
peye i <xxj Os. rss me.- tose nahng design Moving 
m> to • -« deod e*e we look at o Meisler and Climax 
acandvt “>*n compos these geared engines 
w-n -wo S*wys and o rod engine 
After pecKng nvde the cor shop we enter o world 
d g eorheod de*gh» No two days are Ihe some 
mdt a v mao repair foetty. 

>esen*r 162-vo monster Shay. *Big 6* |ex-Wesfern 
Vkrvoxf a undergoing final assembly oiler heavy 
sncco ~r; Bes des pousng to wa*di the work on No 
i w« ^spec’ original 1905 Cass Shay. No 5. and the 
shops mochnng bay. 

/ew-ng •-* dor s octive power come to life and 
swten *ne yard rounds out the four 

Behind-the-scenes Shop Tour, P.M. 

145-Mon Thurs 

; o* ”ose unable to 'early-tnd-ir (see above I. this 
5S-mnute wak is o repeal pcogtam. except there 
rre steamn', smokin' Shays The lour is limiled’o 
: 5 pone visitors, so pieose sgn up of the ticket office 


South end ol Up'own Mnkn Street. t90ft 

Cass Scenic Railroad Early Years 

7:30 p.m. -Saturday 

Meet in the Cass Community Center (Front 
Streett lor this 60-mnulo sideshow ieatumg 
1964-59 period images by the iate V/ncenf 
Bagdon, other views, narration by Phil Bagdon 
Celeb to ling long-gone vews which mode the CSftR 
so special during its first decade, this program 
investigates a rather unsung aspect of rail-relaled 
history Journey back to Ihe 1964-75 perod and see 
the o gnol equipment. o*d shop. intact mill. Shay 
No. 7. Mower Lumber camp tain cots, and more 


Every-other Saturday 
this season, long out 
ol service Shay No 7 is 
bock in s'ecm - ol 
leas! on screen n Ihe 
Coss Scene Railroad 
forty Years slide show 
IP Bogdan photo. I?66) 


There will be no programs on 
Tuesday and Wednesday. August 6-7 


Cass Interpretive Programming 

West Virginia Porks have tradUlonoly ottered 
exceptional progroms by seusond noturoSsts The 
Cass Scenic Railroad and the old ml town - his¬ 
tone sub|ecls that they ore - call lor a ditlererl 
spin Philip bagdon is CSRIt State Porks Seasonal 
Historian. A devotee of Coss history tor aver 30 
years. Phil has contributed his extensive research 
to several publcottons ond orchlves In 1976 wtule 
Interviewing old-timers associated with the log¬ 
ging ond railroad era. Ire resided m Cass and 
served as 0 CSRR tram commentator 


it -he hr* d the company 
dido ip t9J3. the second Cass 
wnber md (decidedly high 
• s eroi had fust been 
ropier! ond was operating 
' hexes doty except Sunday 

** Shote end top n*i trom 
loggr* VxxACAeer 
riir > runty >/tV Viowshoe 
land* by Oorge be*i» 


Cass Scenu 


‘ programs .o. - ■ 


jcJUcad here: You ore asked to watch your step 


watch your step and keep tabs on all small chiid 








rm repot The 

w shops visitors 
peavg prepared 
t favorite 


Lurrber Ccmpany comp 


Despite losing operolon on the upper half of the Cass Hll 
to January's flood (resumption of service lo Bald Knob is 
expected in October], a memorable ride awaits you on the 
CSRR - to Whittaker Station, site of the new Whittaker 
Como Ko 1 display Roil equipment and structures tepre- 
sentng various facets ol West Virginia logging con now be 
inspected during the 20-minute stop Monday through 
Fridcy. an interpretive tour is offered of camp cars and 
shanties, diesel loader. 4-wheel log train coboose and 
portable high-spar steam skidder. Whittaker Comp No I is 
on on going project which has involved thousands of 
volunteer hours by the members of Mountain Stale 
Railroad & Logging Historical Association, o non-profit 
organization bosed in Cass. 


m • -s sever;* -f-e Cass Town Walk's pop- 

■' grow This season s gu-ds. Philip 
<jrxr sk crften by The Cass history bug back in 
16 on h» second nU to the CSRR and has been 
Otamg myth from reaMy ever since; his grasp 
*« , yy a bach insightful and entertam- 
*ow t i tesed on personal researcn. with- 
'e’erence to cwwi town watk presentations. 


Dies*! log loeoer at 
work near Anjeon. 
Greenbrier County, 
in 1965 for the 
Meadow River 
Lumber Co. 


SOI*'*ol Policy RegartSng the Equal Opportunity 
To Uae FeoMiet and Participate In Programa 

t'l"' p rMi of • ta Hr} Vrgno Division ol Ncturol 
,f v>."»ir. i•: h'taev, ocoomnsodarions services 
ond programs to ol persons without regard *o sex, race, 
'<*» 09a ***snr. nohow* oryn. or ddobAty Proper 
krentes ragBiroiion and eompnnce with official aikrs 
wvc i*?>ncrr. or* f he uniy sources of reside (tons lor 
toctay ust or program porlicjpclion 
l>» WesJ vrgrws QMsion of Nat urcl Resources is an 
equal apportunrr y employer 


Free Supplementary Programs 
Cass Scenic Railroad Stale Park 

August 19-25,1996 


Photo by Barnard Kern 
CxmresyErtc Uumly. 
Horn Iff USPLHA 
1991 CMcnder 


^Qss Scenic Railroad . Park oroarams for a different kind of I /Vest Virainia state park 


1 Now at Whittaker Station 













Park programs for a different kind of West Virginia state park 


Railroad 


Scenic 


Cass Town Walk 


Of Tho Morning Tour 


1 »5* hVed. Ttxur Fri. Sun * 

4 10 Saturday 
10 * - Mon Wad. Thus. Sun 
Mont on Uw Cass Country -LLp i 
Store steps for a 40mmute 

hall-mile swing through the . • W - 

ck) company town. 

Cass was the headquarters 
and tocus ot one ol the orgesl 
umbering operations H the 
state Leam about this isotot- 
ed industrial towns history: 

view its prominent structures, and hear oOout what We 
was ke here 80+ years ago during the boom period 
. These tours coincide with the Cass Showcase pro- 
gram's conclusion and ore thus subject to o 5 JO 
minute delay whenever a train returns late, kindly 
wait hr your guide on the Cass Country Store porch. 


** v * ' tvrvnaw and ptan ng 

boor to *w toggng opero- 

' -u-jc ot V'nWVtp'vrr puipwood 

. w ^ ltr a wm wa*h Shays be-tig pre- 

** / j-j hv ~>crng drvgn Vrising 

* m* took ot a Meaner and Clma* 

, ntn compare 5 »«Mred engines 

vc Shays and o 7-8-0 rod engxie 
A«er secwng nude me cor shop, we enter o worid 
y so two days ore the some 

radl our non + 5 or teeth 
-i -i 62-em morale Shay. *Big 6* (ex-Westem 
Verity *J s .mdergong finoi assembly after o two- 
•w-a-vjneavyshopoing Besides pausing to watch 
•s# <wn oi so 6. we .aspect original 1905 Cass Shay. 
V: < ■-*> 'trher lose noting machining bay 

me dai s oc»ve power come to ife and 
sw«ch the yard rounds out the tour 

Behind-the-scenes Shop Tour, P.M. 

f 50 - Monday and Saturday 
t<r those unable to eariy-bird-it' (see obovel, this 
SS-minute wok is o repeal progrom, except there 
ore no steamin', smofc.n - Shays. The tour Is limited to 
'5 pan v4*«. so piease sign up ol the ticket office 


Sou’h erd ol Uptoum Wxn Sltee*. 


Cass Scenic Railroad Early Years 

700 -Saturday 

Meet m the Cass Community Center {on Front 
Street . tor thts 60-minute side presentation fea¬ 
turing 'mages by the late Vincent Bagdon. other 
views andnarration by PhH Bagdon. 

Celebrating long-gone vews which made the CSRR 
so special doting Us first decade, this program 
investigates a rather unsung aspect ot roiWretated 
history. Journey back to the T9h4-7S period and see 
the original equipment, o’d shop, intact mi 1 1, Shay 
No 7, Mower Lumber camp train cars, and more 


About the cover... 

This gorgeous p ece ol orl opoeared 
lor four yea's os the cover of the 
park's brochure, beginning in iW 
Techn colly accurate to the point of 
intriguing hardcore 'gearheods, It 
depicts the front end business side ol 
Shay No 5. one ot Ihe three surviving 
original locomotives to work here - 
and the oldest (built far Wesl Virginia 
Spruce Lumber Co’s Greenbrier & Elk 
Rdlroad in 1905) 


There will be no programs on 
Tuesday and Wednesday. August 20-21 


Cass Interpretive Programming 

West Virginia Stole Potks hone trodihonolly oMered 
exceptional programs by seasonal notoralfcls The 
Coss 5cenk Rolrood and the old mill town - *** 
tori: subtects that they ore - ccfl two 
spb Phllp Bagdon Is CSRP State Parks Seosonc* 
HHorion A devotee ol Cass hrstory for aver 30 
years, Phil has contributed -*s «lensi-re research 
to several publications 0 nd archives. In Vm ** 
interviewing old timers ^'-ocicled wlh the bg- 
ana aid rrtltood era. he resided In Cass and 


•h# Tim* d thrs 1933 ‘compa- 
fhe*c 'he second lumber 
* rempfe. o+rriedly h^h- 
h tor its «ra hod just been 
npMed an) was operatng 
xxrt dc#> except Sunday 






Mr SM .eg Car Ow c* 24 such can donated 
e rSRP r •>*: ll«»« umber ‘B-12‘ now 
:»-*• r» >m« eg oeder « WhrtakerCamp No. 1 
aeutaor SM Flatcar Reporter^ acquired c. 1957 by 
rLW.»c Craet t Gauey R R tram Cherry River Boom 
I _ j- cw aaa one o' wvra oars donatsd by Pi:t5tor 
Coal Co r *970 For Mmosi 20 yaars it sarvad as a 
Mad oaeam ito-Kr ear before betng retired 


r a u r w W esf C abooaa. E-ft in toe 1800s and believed 
Stas' Coat I Cota or Barsr-xxe 0 Ohio incestry, (Ms 
boeear toOa r« -*er o' og trains out ol Sward^a 
Q»l Ccur> *cr Eh Rw Coal A Lumbar and sucts- 
•VS - a w fetter Liynoar and Georgia-Pacific Corp 
>rrnm3 r 1964 By G-R Jsad on ra ttan charters for 
aa*as* yaws, onpnaAy rostered as No. 8. 

ptaaal Log Loader Burt oy Meadow Rver Lumber 
Co s sncc «- t»39 *>x» b«e*y tong tree" device was 
acM irm 1870: ( came to Cass In 1972. 


Udgerwood SUdder. Homebuilt from Udgerwood 
sell by Meadow Rver Lumber Co. in I9*c. Its service 
•road r f*ed borer inspection in 1966; it came 
to Ceae sat year, later DoutXe heading Sheys brought 
toe Urigerwoodto Whmafcer n 1993 


Sources other than personal research 


Arta Bortoty. George De*a. Danny Sefcknvidge. 
Bud CauR, John Ccssal. Red McMMon 

Owran Saidornrtdga. WoyneCassel. R« Cassell 
"tehord Sport s. >jhn Wteran. George Fber 



Cars Dismantled or Destroyed 
(continued from inside] 

Mower Lumber log flail (2). No. 127 and another car (num- 
be unknown) wore dismantled in 1970. 

Wood Combine. Buffalo Creel! A Gauley X-t6 (Kitchen and 
dining car for worktmins). donated by P.ttston Coal Co. in 
1967; elegant 18B0s-era cor which tost Us root and rotted 
down; remains ot the car (partially burned) sit on the upper 
end ol the Greenbrier dead line. 

Steel Combine. Buffalo Creek A Gauley X-16; loimerty 
Pennsylvania A Reading Seashore Lines; porthole windows 
and open vestibule; acquired 1370; scrapped 1973. 

Steil Baggage Car. Bullets Creek A Gauley X-17; same ori- 
g ns/style as X-16; acquired 1970, scrapped 1973. 

50-ton A.A.R. Steel Hopper. Buffalo Creek A Gauley: 
acquired 1970, scrapped 1972. 

Worklraln water car. BAO X-1023, a steam tender mounted 
on a 40-loot steel flat; arrived 1966, scrapped 1972. 

Steel Gondola. Chesapeake A Ohio No 29264 (ex-Hocfclng 
Valley): acquired in 1970, scrapped In 1972. 

Cars Disposed To Other Railroads 
Steel combine. Baltimore A Ohio branchline model, last 
usee in worktnun service as car X-4072. acaulred in 1967 
(brought back from Strawberry Festival in BocShannon); con¬ 
veyed lo the Hocking Valley Scsnlc R.R. In 1972. 

Hospital Cara. An undetermined number ol Ihese U.S. 
Army cars {12?), previously used on the Greenbrier Rver 
excursions Irom Cass to Roncererte. were brought in by the 
local freight in 1976 and stored on Ine CAO siding above the 
water tower {today's Greenbritr deadline spur); removed 
prior lo the CAO s closure in 1978. 

Mystery CAO Coaches. (3) Donated possibly as early as 
1962 for use on the excursion rail toad (they would not take 
the curves but they were tree!); branchRne-styte coaches, 
not heavy wei^il; disposed during 1965. 



c °ss Scenic Railroad 


Cass Scenic Railroad 

Equipment Roster 

(All-time) 

by Philip Bagdon 
Seasonal Historian. 1996 
Cass Scenic Railroad Siale Park. 



All photo* try Fhrfip v Begdor 


Open Platform No 5 was one of tight flrst-gen era Son arcor 
non cars built Irom Mower Lumber Hats; here m August 1968. 
it's part of the Bald Knob consist 

Excursion Car Fleet 

(There are 15 available excursion cars in 1996) 
No. 1. Standard Closed Platform. Converted Irom one of 
Ihe lour Swandale logging Rats in 1970 mlo Bald Knob 
‘cinder car (originally No 12); received a root in 1993. 
Noe. 2-4. Baid Knob All-wealher, 8u.ll Irom ex-Elk River 
Coal A Lumber steel logging Rats in 1967 as Nos. 13-15; 
renumbered n 1988. 

Noe. 5-8,11-13,15. ‘Second-generation Closed Platform. 
Former Meadow River Lumber B-series skeleton log can. 
Noe. 9,14. End Units BAO cabooses - 30 loot wood, 
steel frame, acquired by Buffalo Creek A Gauley (C-111 
and C-119). Donated by PtttslonCoelln 1970 Lettering as 
they came to CSRR: C-111 tor BCAG, C-119 for BAO) 
Retained original numbers until 1988 
No. 10. Open Platform. Former Meadow Rver B-senes 
skeleton log car. The last of Ihe "cinder cars." 

Cabooses 

Chesapeake A Ohio 90788. Standard wood model 
(reportedly 1928-type) donated In 1966 
Meadow River Lumber 3. Standard CAO wood (1924). 
Meadow FRver Lumber Co.. RaineRs (served one the last 
log train In W.Va.. donated by Georgra-Padflc in 1972; 
received top to-bottom repair in 1996. 
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r»b>no 'k»ng 


Mato C«*e* 4 Gaul* y eo-k dmg oe, Me * is *47 * 

Cara With Questionable Futures 
CSRR Ctasod Platform No* 10* and 107 R»t»n.rs« 
■C7or*4 Oy &.«*> Creek 4 Gwi*y RR Inn Cherry 
River Boom « Lumber In fr*t lale 1950i Donated by 
PltNtor Coal Co In 1970. For almost two decade* they 
tarved es excurwon car* bekr* bemg raved r«-*d * 
convervton ol Buck* to loiter bearing. 


lining Car Che*ap*ak* 4 Ohio Trounce* Tavern* bought 
hv Joe* Kan* <n igb4 and mUid on to* oid C40 house 
lee * lor operation a* to* Shay Bm. oiler th* Iasi tood 
restaurant due ad. became th* Park Superintendent * office 
Lining Car Chesapeake 4 >uo "Stuart Houm' brought In 
by Jock Kane as nddbo'i to hit Stay Inn around •907. used 
a* port ot consist of Cosa-Ourbtn excursions. tinea 1066 ho* 


hr array of roffing stock on toe 


S ira* toadoul) Research shorn 
' nree E-sene* cars at MRLbrCo. 
72 group from Georgia-Paci'ic [see 
t if tie Frank tannery and have 
ire. on Greenbrier dead line 
aght Cars 

r* <7\. CSRX 219 and 220; donai- 
teWon m 1972; uied oil-rood unlil 
if* 3 and 3. placed out-of-service 
iperafton her* m 1993 . 


L- 


•rracai cor AVAJOlB acquired at U S 
5c*^ Branch M*ey. used lor dtotet fuel 
D c *“* •" *0-45, may be cleaned out and 
«er suet* car 

Sundard4Gteen etaaicars dllormar 
Wy Bureau of Ordnance (St. Julians 
** Tec came «*a ita South Branch 
'- tew addoonaf cars were shipped In the 


served as etorage space. 

Commuter Cara. P) No. 960, No (7). and No. 81 "Romney*, 
all reported/ former Central ol New Jersey R.R, No. 960 and 
ho (7] came to Cass Iron tie South Branch Valle/ RR In 
1982 [picked up Iran Durbin the *ame t-ne at the BL-2). No 
81 ’Romney* ryeilow ear*) was part of th* October 1986 
eqUpmert shipment of the SBVRR All used in ’98* and 
1986 on toe Cass-to-Durbin eacurs ons. No 960 was etod - 
B*d lor excursion service sans windows, with a sfngfa two- 
sded bench extending the Iwglh ol Ita Interior 
Eaggage Car. Norfolk 4 Western Ry Sejgage and Ratway 
Express; acquired by South Brarch Valley 1 N 0 . 6 Tredon*; 
cam* to Cats In lit* equipment shipment ol October 1986 

Other Railroad Equipment 
American Log Loader Originally steam-powered bulU 
by the American Hoist Co. ol SL Pau . MBm.. lor Elk Rjvei 
Coal & Lumber Co.. Swandale, Clay Courtly Converted to 
date. date unknown Later een/ed ERC&LCo’s successors. 
W M R lter Lumber Co. and Geo'glo-Pa=lc Corp Donated 
Bi 1967 by G-P. trucked to Cass and placed or toe ex- 
ERC4L Bo! which would become CSRR Open Plallorm No. 
1 *1 1970 (see above); to' years loader sal atop ex Mower 
(to! car No 110 bolora bamg moved to Us present best car. 
ex-Meadow River skeleton B-10. Still used In work Iran situ¬ 
ations (May 1996 citobing and September 1996 tree-OH). 
75-Ion Steam Wrecking Crane, industrial Brownhcisl 75- 
Ion. sell-propelled model built tor foreign military seivlce, 
Government surplus, nevsr opemted except to* bo ler lest; 
acquBed Sprng 1979; Henler No 6 ran to Durbin over toe 
dosed CSO Greenbrier line to pick It up al Durbin 
CAO Kitchen Car No. X-999676. Work tram cook car with 
sleeping quarters at one end. Acquired by Souto Branch 
Villey R.R; later sh pped 10 Cess In Octobsr 1985. Rusted 
end in bad condtion on toe Greenbner deed line 


4 10 - Saturday 

• -Men. Wad. Ttujra, Sun 
t on lira Cess CoJnHy 
n slops for « XO-mtouf*. 
rri'hi swing rfirotign the 


CSRR Closed Platform No. lift On* ol two ex- 
CheeapeaKe 4 Ohio gondolas donated By Prsstoo Coat 
Co. In 1970 (operated by Buffalo Creek 4 Gauley Bi C4Q 
lettering); car tiame waa rutted 
Canadian Nitional Caboose Wood*r wid- and cupo¬ 
la Known to be ‘omnarfy owned by a ra.Ban ahlppec 
Irom the South Branch Va'ley In October 1985. 

Cars Dismantled or Destroyed 
Original excursion car*. In 1974 toer* ware three ol 
wgbi origmai CSRR cars si a avatsbie tor *erV=e 
Cosed ptattorms Noe 3 and 22 (od^neiy No ?. and 
Open Plallorm No. 10 Thai year, rehrec cars ware: Open 
Platforms No. 1 (raiings and bench tnl on car). No 5 
[ratings and platforms removed, pens stored on deck;. 
No. 6 (lormarty operated with tool box and no benches, 
ral ng» Bttacl; Shop equipment atored an deck, by 1976, 
ra mg* had been removed!. No 7 fratrgs ramoved, 
parts stored on deck). Ctdseo Plattorm No 4 (side*, top 
and pattern removed In 1972; detlroyed by 1976) 
Today, ail but two of toe survtvrg cart are are irrecov¬ 
erable (number* are unidentilecie) on toe Greenbner 
dead Bne spur Open Platform No 10 Milch served 
between 1944 and 1960 as a Mower tun* cor. convened 
tor excursion setvice Bt 1965. tl'i avatabi# as a standby 
car in ’976) has rotted to the ground on the upper end ot 
the Coes v ard car sidtog 

Mower Lumber Bunk Car No 418 Restored by 1967 
and operaled on rail an charier*; neglect ever tunny rot¬ 
ted the car beyond recovery; dee troy ed around 1977 
Mower Lumber Kitchen Car No. 417. Never operated 
cn CSRR but to good oonddlon Into the 1970* Like No 
418. rolled away and was finatoy destroyed around 1977 

Continued on back panel 











Disposed To Other Railroads and Sites 

(continued from inside) 

Porter O-4-OT No. 714. H.K. Porter Co., 1650 (cm 622<); 
buNt lor <t>« U.S. Federal Securty Agency lor ope ration al SI 
Ei-zabeth’s Hospital. Washington. D.C. (Mo. 4). In 1958 
Iramterred to Inventory ol Department of Health. Education 
and V/elare. then (sometime between 1965 and 19€7) 
moved from St. Elizabeth’s to 'he U.S. Army Transportation 
Corps at Ft. Eustis, Va. (No. 7*4); came lo Cass as goverrv 
mert surplus in 10-1972; never in steam here; shipped in 
1961 to Baltimore A Ohio Ralroad Museum as part ot the 
trade lor Shay No. 6; reportedly being repaired lor service 
around (he museum yard In Baltimore. 

GM-EMD BL-2 No. 7172. Diesel-electric road swUcher bu II 
lor :ho Western Maryland in 1948. Donated to CSRR In 
1962; used on raillan charters or the Greenbrier in the ecriv 
196vs shipped to South Branch Valley R.R. via the CSX 
connection al Spruce in 1991. plans cal for Ihe unit to be 
restored and operated. 

Locomotive Scrapped 

Shay No. 6 (c/n 1907. 1907). 65-tons’; bu»H for Levnsburg A 
Rorceverte R.R; acquired by Greenbrier, Cheat A Elk 
(Cass) In 1913. rostered as No. 6 (2nd); sold by Mower 
Lumber Co. in 1946 to Borgman Brothers lor thair Prernar 
Cost Co., originally used at Nc. 6. Monitor No. t Mine, West 
Enc (Turmelton), then moved to Monitor No 4 at Austin 
After nine's closure, the enginehouse led in on Mo 6; 
severely damage With sale pnce ol $\000. examined by 
CSRR and Bear Creek Junction R.R., bul passed by due to 
location and engine condition it was reported to be 
swapped at the mine site in the summer of 1969. with parts 
to be sold to the Graham Couunty R.R -Bear Creek Junclon 
R.R. al Rohblnsviie. N.C. Eventually acquired by Dave 
Coibert and moved to a loading point along the old Baltimore 
A Chio at Tunnel ton; a coai train derailment al but destroyed 
it; finally acquired by CSRR aid shipped In gondolas, arriv¬ 
ing in 1978 (last incoming equipment brought n by the CiO 
be-ore closure Scrapped in 1980. cylinders and bucks siton 
cars up Ihe Greenbne' deadline spur. 


Today AI Cass 

3 Active Shays 
3 tractive Shays 
1 mocttve Heisler 
1 inocflve Cli max 
6 Inactive Diesels 


Sources other than personal research. 
Art* Barkley. George Office. Danny Sekomridge. 
Bud Ok Mi Dor ran Seldomridge. JohnCassel. 
Wayne Cass** Rex Cassell. Richard Sparks, 
John Wloran. George Fiber 



Cass Seme 

LocomoVvge Ros\et 

W-\\mz\ 

by Philip Bagdon 
Seasonal Historian, 1996 
Coss Scenic Railroad State Pork 


All photos by Philip V. Bagbon 


Active and Shopped Power 


Shay No. 2 (c/h 3320. 1928) PacHlc Coasl Model - 96 
tons’, superheated; the only PC built bs b wood-burner, 
logic influenced Is conversion to oil before operation in 
British Columbia as Mayo Lumber Co No 4 lhan LsKe 
Logging Co., Lid No. 5, Western Forest industries No. 5. 
and Railway Appearce Research (Vancouver Wharf* 
Limited) No. 114; acquired in 1970; made Its debut In May 
1972; grates converted torcoel burning In I9B4 


Shey No. 4 (c/n 3189. 1922). 70-Ions'; ortgjnoiy Birch 
Valley Lumte' Co. No 6. Tioga (Ncholas County), 
involved in a runaway wreck which scalded four men to 
(teeth In 194’ rebuilt al Cherry River Boom A Lumber Co 
shops in Riehwood; acquired In 1943 by Mow.' Lumber 
Co., it was not only the last logging Shay here, bi* also 


Continued inside 


’ Factory designations. Engine wagh mora n 
ope'atng condkion (coal, water, tools, ele 
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CHinai No « wn 1561. to 10) TO loo.-. t««lt by Climax 
looc*n<*rve W. rk», Carry. Pa . lor the Moore Ksppel Co 
( Rervk*rf> County) and last uud to pull cool on »• Midtie 
i\->* Railroad. xntved li.ra (1970) in ragged shape, a new 
bo*er found in Canada :ombma. with lha shop tone's i©ng- 
rurvung merest .n tadding IMa project to make »ia luture 
bngriar man might pa aipactad from its dereket appearance; 
il avaryffdag goaa we*. it may bo on lha road In 1996. 

Shay No 36 Ion 2604,1916) 70 ton*-. built lor an Alabama 
toggng enterprise. sport about two decades in Wait Virginia 
- Aral with Raleigh Lumbar Co. (Qian Morgan), than W.M 
Rmer Lumbar Co. (Oxley and Maben); In 1042, moved by 
Rider to New River. Tennessee where It later hauled ccaJ as 
Bnmstone Railroad Ns. 36 (predecessor In 1965 was 
Bn ms tone 6 New River); to Tennessee Valley Rairoad 
Museum In 1967. then acquired by mllfan George Kadelek, 
who arranged its move here in 1687; purchased in 1994; it 
has a good boiler but because of size and age. likely lo 
remain on the dead line for some time. 

Baldwin Rod Loco No. 612 (dn 69858. 1943). Built tor the 
U S Army Transportation Corp and operated at Fort Eustta. 
Va. as the Johnny D. Burruss until 1971; his 2-8-0 
ConsoWatlon' has never run here - until the 1385 ‘tood 
which ended Durbin Runs, it was idsal candWale as the 
water level route's fulure power. 


Continued on back panel 


Diesel-electric Units 

No. 20. General Electric 4&-lon switcher built In 1941 for the 
U.S. Navy, acquired as surplus in 1978; first 'shop goaf; out 
of service since 19e8. 

No. 34. G.E 65-ton swlchsr. U.S. Navy; acquired as gov¬ 
ernment surplus, shipped from South Branch Valley R.R. in 
10-85; used tor a lew years as a shop goat'; out of service 
since 1995. 

Noe. 16 and 17. Alco S4 Built lor Baltimore 4 Ohio; 
acquired by South Branch Valey R.R; shipped to Cass in 
10-85; never operated. 

Noe. 26 and 27. GM-EMD MRS-1 foreign service road 
switchers; U.S. Army Transportation Corp.. Fort Eustls, Va.; 
delivered lo CSRR in July 1976 with hospital cars (were 
f here throe?), subsequently moved to South Branch Valley 
R R. belore the C40 cloture in 1978; returned to Ciss in Ihe 
movement from SBVRR originating ol 10-85. 
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THE STATE CAN BUY A RAILROAD 
AND OTHER STATES PROVE IT FEASIBLE 


West Virginia has something that a lot of other 
states would give a purty for and that's a bit of sure 
tourist bait in the form of a mountain and a railroad that 
chugs up it. 

The state of West Virginia can have this railroad 
if the owners don't want to get too rich on it, and if the 
ttato's representatives are convinced of its worth as a 
tourist attraction. 

There is every kind of interest in the idea. This 
paper has heard from everybody and his brother end all 
divinely hope that the road and its steam locomotive will 
not be relegated to the limbo of the scrap heap. ‘ • 

Hillbilly tells the story up to now this week. It 
grras you a news account of the Sunday meeting of the 
H>mm Senate group It gives you pictures that a Virginia 
'•■I'eed fan took It gives you a pep talk letter from 
*•'•**»Ivanlen Russell Baum who started Hillbilly out on 
*be guest to save the railroad. 

Veep this issue as either a souvenir of West Virgin- 
*• s backwardness or its forwardness. Remember - Hillbilly 
•t esk ng the state or privet# ontorpriso to do only what 
»*e*es have done tg their profit, glory and pride 


legislative Report 

n Th« Charleston Gat 







!*•» Moll T«lk*d About Train 


Baum Writes Again about Cass Train 


that l found out my Info on the Tvectv.e 
1 was probably instrumental h<*r*» 
several years ago in helping to get th- 
started <Vith subsequent trips with the 
from the Tweetsie to purchase cq.i:: 
from the EBT at cost. 1 think the idea 
blossomed and then trips and discusser.* 
the Tweetsie man finalized the decisio: 
Mr Wilburn to convince the owners > 
railroad. Kovalchick Salvage concern 
Pittsburgh, to follow through with tn? 

Mr Wilburn was up until the line was oft:.- 
abandoned (track was never torn «P ' 
and still is the Operating Vice-Pres:oe 
should go on a Sat. or Sun. and next »ee^ 
first weekend in November! tsthe eno... 
year. You can also compare the mol' — 

* r> nc -c runt fit has over the EB 


if pictures 1 took 
the • Legislature 
e with the rest 


w proposal with the legislature 

rfe ihe wrote on Sunday October 
rou mav be interested in get*mg 
iu!.on of this sort of thing to use 

rspaper promotion. 

my offer still stands of taking 
the two tourist railroads in Penn* 
me the East Broad Top. which 
this Augu*!. was in constant com* 
and made many trips to the Tweet- 
, Carolina And the operator ol the 
I into all the facets of the Tweetsie 
ling hi own operation. And it is 
, 1 k, *.th Mr. Wilburn of the EBl 






p.,,r. h« n#»ro ""fl rnt brother and all 

dlvlnaly hop# that tha road and !»• tlcam locomotiva will 
pot b# ralegatad to tha limbo of the scrap heap. 

Hillbilly tails tha story up to now this weak It 
glvr. V- • n * w » •CCOUMI Of tha Sunday meeting of tha 
Sonata group It give* you picture* t h«t Viroinia 

railtoad *•" took It giv-, you . pop j",™!"' 

Ponnsylvanlan Russell Baum who started Hillbilly 
th# quest to save the railroad. 

Keep this issue as either a souvenir of West Virgin¬ 
ia's backwardness or its forwardness. Remember; Hillbilly 
is asking the state or private enterprise to do only what 
Other states have done to their profit, glory and pride. 



There she stand*. Idle, ready 
for the blow tnrrh. ready for the 
scrap heap. Anyway you look at 
it. it is sad throwing away a past 
that can be rc-rrcalcd to the 
sibilant sounds of a symphonic 
cash register. 



7H# lit il# train fetched In this 
t#f far III# Mat* defunct bujl ehaln 
ef Mara## TV# Ullt# train ran pm- 
a<Wr btlh| la (renter waaltli than 
•Via 


Legislative Report 

(From The Charleston Gazette) 

Members of a legislative com 
mlttco took a preliminary step 
here Sunday toward possible 
purchabo of a lofty little rail¬ 
road with its side attraction of 
an underground waterfall said 
to be higher than Niagara Falls. 

The railroad step was taken 
by four members of the Joint 
Cnmmiitee on Government and 
Finance They authorized Leg¬ 
islative Auditor C. H. Koontz 
to check with the Conservation 
Commission on Ihe wisdom of 
purchasing the Mower Lumber 
Co. railroad at Cass. Pocahon¬ 
tas County. 

The commission would have 
charge of the railroad as a 
unique scenic attraction for 
tourists in the event of pur¬ 
chase by the state. 

Tentative offers totaling a 
maximum of $284,110 were 
quoted lo the committee by 
Koontz. The sum represents the 
purchase price for 13 miles of 
railroad, an extensive land area, 
an old diamond stack locomo¬ 
tive and certain additional 
equipment, including flat cars. 

The offers were made by 
representatives of at least three 
principal owners who would be 
involved in the deal. They are 
Midwest Steel Corp., Mower 
Lumber Co. and Don Mower 
Lumber Co. 

It was learned also that a 
private Investor, identified only 
at a friendly “southern bank- 

(Turn to Paga 14) 
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sie in North Carolina At 
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before starting his own 
from my talks with Mr. 









Save The Train*. 

TMt STATE CAN BUY A RAILROAD 

ANO other states prove it feasible. 
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my out on 


fVnniylv.inUn RUM«U t»um wno nmrina nun 
»|,r quail to mvo th* railroad. 

K«i>p this luua i»* olthor * mouvwnir of West Virgin¬ 
ia*, bockwardnan or its forwardnoss. Remember: Hillbilly 
ii ««l<ing the ateti* or private onterpriae to do only what 
other states have done to their profit, glory and pride. 
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Legislative Report 


(From The Charleston Gazette) 

Members of a legislative com¬ 
mittee took a preliminary step 
here Sunday toward possible 
purchase of a lofty little rail¬ 
road with its side attraction of 
an underground waterfall said 
to be higher than Niagara Falls. 

The railroad step was taken 
by four members of the Joint 
Committee on Government and 
Finance. They authorized Leg¬ 
islative Auditor C. H. Koontz 
to check with the Conservation 
n*» Man*. Mte. r~ar Commission on the wisdom of 

for the blow torch, ready for the purchasing the Mower Lumber 
**»up hr.ip Anyway you look at £ 0 railroad at Cass, Pocahon- 
it. it is *ad |b rowing away a pa-st ^ ag c oun ty. 

SLTJZ n^"'o7" , 'Vmph.nic The commission would have 


rash iT*i*trr. 


charge of the railroad as a 
uniqife scenic attraction for 
tourists in the event of pur¬ 
chase by the state. 

Tentative offers totaling a 
maximum of $284,110 were 
quoted to the committee by 
Koontz. The sum represents the 
purchase price for 13 miles of 
railroad, an extensive land area, 
an old diamond stack locomo¬ 
tive 3 nd certain additional 
equipment, including flat cars. 

The offers were made by 
representatives of at least three 
principal owners who would be 
involved in the deal They are 
Midwot Steel Corp. Mq**r 
Lumber and Don Mower 

Lumber C«. 

It wa, learned also that a 
* invertor, identified only 
'friendly -southern bank- 
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Baum Writes Again about Cass Train 


Kter$<««4 arr a group of pictures I took 
4 M> n« tf^p S*s*ni»y aboard the Legislature 
v 7 ./. ; 4 }'<*« return there with the rest 

II tltt proposal with the legislature 
fjQi b# wrote on Sunday, October 

M todai jog may be interested in getting 
•Mrt .*formation of this sort of thing to use 

m >>-: newspaper promotion. 

If so my offer still stands of taking 

you a.* and th«* two tourist railroads in Penn- 
♦ v..*.vj One. the East Broad Top, which 
ope.*.< i bp tlui August, was in constant com- 
* aixl made many trips to the Tweet - 
eae in North Carolina. And the operator of the 
)J'7 >..*d .nv* all the facets of the Tweetsie 
before gtAtwift h» • own operation. And it is 
iron. ;l> LUu with Mr. Wilburn oX the EBT 


that 1 found out my info on the Tweetsie. 

I was probably instrumental here ■’*> 
several years ago in helping to get the idei 
started.*With subsequent trips with the man 
from the Tweetsie to purchase equipu. 
from the EBT at cost. I think the idea finz 
blossomed and then trips and discussions v: 
the Tweetsie man finalized the decision o; 
Mr. Wilburn to convince the owners of 
railroad, Kovalchick Salvage concern r.e _ r 
Pittsburgh, to follow through with the id- 
Mr. Wilburn was up until the line was officially 
abandoned (track was never torn up thoui; 
and .still is the Operating Vice-President. V j 
should go on a Sat. or Sun..and next week (the 
first weekend in November) is the end for 
year. You can also compare the multitude sa¬ 
vant ages the Cass', out fit has oyer the EBT and 
(Turn to Page 8} 



PACE EIGHT 






f Let's 


Save the Railroad! 


TW nilreMm fill Ifcl 
tag’ and Lb* old roal-ti 
■are flawing up Cheat. 


the Strusburg There u net even a close com¬ 
parison on this score The negative point, o' 
course, U location But I d like Mr Wilbur* 
to tell you about the amount or lack of I 
should say, local trad;. It’s mostly long dis¬ 
tance traffic. The EBT Is located at Orbisor- 
fa. Pa., and the Strasborg at Slrasburg. If yoi 
By I'd be willing to meet you at Harrisburg 
and if you drive, either in Sunbury or Orbit- 

Mill. 

1 think one of the grea* appeals in any 
newspaper drive is partly sentimental I talk¬ 
ed about it on our tnp. I avoided it during 
the legislature talk on purpose But to reiter¬ 
ate the appeal to me is this Whereas we’ve 
set aside Mountain tops, forests galore, 
streams and valleys, rocks and monuments 
as national and state parks — very little has 
teen done to preserve the most cherished her- 
i age of all — our human heritage. 

And where is the preponderance of hu¬ 
man heritage? It's in the East The Pennsyl¬ 
vania Grand Canyon tries to emulate he 
Grand Canyon of the Colorado The Great 
Smokies and the Hills of West Virginia ry 
la be eastern pretenders to the Rockies. But 
no matter how hard we try the Monongahela 
National Forest will never compare with the 
forest of Sequoia National Park with its tow¬ 
ering 300 foot giants up to 40 feet in diam¬ 
eter 

Want to Ba Somethin® Else 

There is no tree in the Allegheny for¬ 
est that would give 700.000 board fee: of 
lumber There is no canyon in the East quite 
like Yosemite—Tallulah Gorge in Gecrgia 
comes closest. 3000 miles behind And there 
Is no all around park like Yellowstone Ar.d 
there Is no grandeur In the world quite like 
looking at Mount McKinley icalled Mt Denali 


the cost of salvage rail at about $1.50 to $200 
par foot. And the more -of these place. 
add, the more attractive a travel package the 
East will be — or for that matter keeping a 
perpetual West boir.d tourist East 'like met. 

Let's Preserve the East 
As an aside — if at this time 1 could 
land an attractive job in the West Vd do so «« 
1 love to travel — and that is becomin? the 
American pastime—and will continue to do so. 

And with places like the proposed Cass layout 
I’ll have no need to be out West to be » eeped 
in the beauty of America I'll be able te do it 
at home, And yes, we do have some ol these 
things here, such as Williamsburg Hopewell 
Furnace tan iron furnace Natl Park in Pa l 
along with scores of military parks like Get¬ 
tysburg. which memorialise and pe*petuate 
wounds of the pist with hunks of stone strewn 
over the landscape. 

Let’s face it: We’ve come short of pre¬ 
serving the glory of our East At Cass we can 
combine the serene beauty of the East In lU 
finest with the transportation mode-that made 
America — the Railroad. 

And showing steam in its firest hour, 
a symbol of a passing century of tradition, Is 
a nostalgic item that will live In the hearts 
of men for time to come, the personal and 
romantic throbbing of a steam engine along 
with its plaintive wail' 

What American lather will sot fail to 
rationalize some reason to take his aon for s 
Isst look and a return look for that matter? 
You talked on the trip about the Wwt capita¬ 
lizing on the Cowboy How about Pa u 
and the Uumberjaefc*'* Were they JL, 

orfui’ Who doesn't use lumber, am 
doesn't thrill to the thought of s rugged lum 
benack deep ia the woods calling o 
ant tone. - ' Timber r " Ho-* **]?«*» 
have gone through an honest to goodness saw 


These jdetures were mild* by 
Ylr Wf» W« »- »U/r*U. Jr. 

nt Ariingvaa. Virginia. Iwe * 


Weil Virginia <• »« 

• Itar of IS* great *<xt St*** 
1. Na. I Ska/ *» « C «m* 
•Up. 








that dam 
pay the lUlr 


krriui 


lUKT «l all . , . 

. , tt nr |itr|»om»'>i»i>ct< ot mi 

hrrtUfif' I' * ln ,hr Kn ’' 1 Tho re,,,u/l ' 

I"*" <Jr * n ,t Canyon trlrs to rmuUlo tho 
c-r.Bil rtmon of the Colorado The Greet 

-,,i c rn pretenders to the flocluea. l 
M matter how hard wc try iho Monongnhela 
National Forest will never compare with the 
for«tof Sequoia National Park with Us ti¬ 
ering 300 foot giants up to 40 feet in dism 
eter. 

Want to Be Something Else 

The-c is no tree in the Allegheny for¬ 
est that would give 700.000 board :eet of 
lumber There is no canyon in the East quite 
like Yosemite—Tallulah Gorge in Georgia 
comes closest. 3000 miles behind. And there 
is no all around park like Yellowstone. And 
there is no grandeur In the world qaile * ,|{c 
looking at Mount McKinley •called Ml HcnM. 
bv natives and the Indians, towering loOOO 
feel from base level and 20.300 feet from sea 
level. Watching it as 1 did. from w<hcre I work¬ 
ed, 150 air miles away at dusk was an aw 
.aspiring sight 1 can never forget And wilh 
the help ot two large photo murals 1 took. I 
never shall. * 

Can the East top that’ Yes. it can. Not 
bv trying to match that which makes the 
West great, not by matching mountain peak 
•or mountain peak: but by preserving that 
which made America great, by 
that which the East in our history books is 
noted for—its human heritage 

True we have beautiful forests and hills 
in the East with a certain unusual sylvan beau¬ 
ty to set them apart from those of 
it’s not a dynamic beauty as with the • 

And it’s not going to draw people ^ the 
Midwest East when it’s just about as easy 
for them lo travel West But U s > combina¬ 
tion of our pastoral beauty combined with the 
dynamism of our rich human heriUgeth* 

.... will draw people to the East. Why do people 
Certeiuly not .o •*•«•“• 

,h«n y.u wn’i \ . i a n C uafie they can’t understand 

over m our own backyard Nor for the op- 

**-■*« ■*•*>■« 

plane fare. It’S the human henU ** . " ta ie 
-the museums coio^eums pyram d ^ h. i nothing more 

«.<-od1c there. One note—■ local fnena - -- 


n»**e ptetnres were made hr 
Mr. and Mr*. Wra. f Barrett. Jr. 
ol Arlington, Virginia. two train 
lorors who com*, or did come, to 
West Virginia to worship at the 
altar of the treat *®d Steam. This 
is No. 4 Shay at a Chest water 


as boill In 1911. re* 
lul homed. Hillbilly 
. ole mill shouldn't 
a the years It will 
a pretty penny as a 
he past. A logger's 
| be garnered here. 


serving Iho glory of our Kast At Cass we can 
combine the sisrcno beauty of thu East, in It* 
finest with the transportation mode-that made 
America — the Railroad. 

And showing steam In its finest hour, 
a symbol of a passing century of tradition. Is 
a nostalgic item that will live in the hearts 
of men for time lo come; the personal and 
romantic throbbing of a steam engine along 
with its plaintive wail! 

What American father will not fail to 
rationalize some reason to take his son for a 
last look and a return look for that matter? 

You talked on the trip about the West capita¬ 
lizing on the Ccwboy. How about Paul Bunyan 
and the Lumberjacks? Were they not as col¬ 
orful? Who doesn't use lumber” And who 
doesn’t thrill to the thought of a rugged lum- 

borj..ck deep in the woods calting out Vn re*on- 
t tones — Tlmberr"? How. many l«<*pW 
have gone through an honest to goedness saw 

Last vear In Longview, Washington. - 
went through the Weyorliauser Mill. There 
were 25 in our party Tours were hourly every 
.day of the week. Absurd? No! In a large cen¬ 
ter of population-no. Just a pure genuine: in¬ 
terest in our human heritage-lumbenn^ And 

remember, this is Just to see a mill operate. 
There’s no r.de involved. No scenery to^e- 
It’s not ner. to anything else 
There’s no Umbering to watch Us Just lo 
look at a saw mill. 

We Have So Much .. • 

My fother-tn-Uw OTvdU But •«* 
me around on jaunts for guess what j 

“ ^1*. wmalw ot oil I™ 

there are crowds » >l>e developed pUces lilt 
Hopewell. Why- Vdo*.^^ jj 

we have added at cass v forgotten 

a cave; and of ££■» ***> 

heriUge of our Ban* Be- 

Astronomy^ Obeerv* ^^ ^ tn Them Thar 

U * V * w «‘s in California. 

Hills and it & not in ^ ^ roe for 

And you can co , 

any poesible further b ipj* ^ {e<Un| , ^ 


LmI empties come h 
Cheat woods. lf» the last 
sixty year span. We« 
add tea to IU unemployed. 




er, children 
. But there 
l d»» »hea too »on'U 
■ the cute of West Virginia, 
or lt» Mannun. hare the «h- 
4tm U pnun t thb rich heritage. 



itching " *• • did fr«wn where I »««• 
Mr mils* away «t duM was an awo 
_ atght I ran never forget. And with 

" Uvr help ,4 i«o Urge photo murals 1 took, t 

**■ -r shall 

Can the EjuI lop that' Yes. it can Not 
hr trying to match that which makes the 
West great, not by matching mountain psak 
far mountain peak; but by preserving that 
which made Amertci great, by preserving 
:sat which the East in our history books is 
noted for—.is human heritage. 

True we have beautiful forests and hills 
in the East with a Certain unusual sylvan beau¬ 
ty to set them apart from those of the West, but 
its not a dynamic beauty as with the West. 
And it's not going to draw people from the 
Midwest East when it s just about as easy 
for them to travel West But it's a combina¬ 
tion of our pastoral beauty combined with the 
dynamism of our rich human heritage that 
will draw- people to the East. Why do people 
go to Europe’ Certaiuly not to listen to peo- 
p e speak a language they can't understand 
or to see scenery we can surpass several times 
over in our own backyard. Nor for the op¬ 
portunity of spending the $500 round-trip air¬ 
plane fare. It's the human heritage in Europe 
—the museums colosseums. pyramids, that take 
people there. One note—a local friend of mine 
in the junk business advises me that the max¬ 
imum the line should be worth is $7500 a 
mile delivered in Pittsburgh if the rail is re¬ 
saleable and $5000 if of only scrap value. Also 
he says that to lay track new would cost—la¬ 
bor $10 per foot and $2,000 for switches plus 


went through tlw W«»ortwui*r Min.Thur* 
were 25 In our party. Toum wore hourly every 
tiny of the week. Absurd’ No! In a large cen¬ 
ter of population—no. Just a pure gsnutne in¬ 
terest in our human heritage—lumbering And 
remember, this la Just to see a mill operate 
There’s no ride involved. No ace eery to set. 
It's not next to anything else of interest. 
There's no timbering to watch. It's Just to 
look at a saw milL 

We Have So Much . . . 

My father-m-law travels East and hauls 
me around on Jaunts for guess what — just 
to see the remains of old iron furnaces. And 
there are crowds at the developed places Like 
Hopewell. Why? You know why. And yet 
there’s nothing operating at these places. All 
there is are guides, pamphlets and restored 
and reconstructed remains. So. plus these 
three vitally interesting facets of our heritage 
we have added at Cass a perennial favorite— 
a cave; and cf course the not to be forgotten 
heritage of jur future—the National Radio 
Astronomy Observatory at Green Bank. Be¬ 
lieve mo there’s a Gold Mine in Them Thar 
Hills and it’s not in California. 

And you can continue to ask me for 
any possible further help 1 may give, t want 
nothing more out of it than the feeling that 
I've done something for a good caustf and the 
self-satisfaction that that gives aad the know¬ 
ledge that future generations and myself will 
have places to go in the East in quest for rich 
vacation spots. 

Russ Baum 



Clyde G Alford brln*. Id 
from llir hill. Thu 1. truly a 
I- re ul Knl VircinU'* ck 


TV old choe-cfcoo romeu lo t bit 
ef land on the fevH betwreii the 
T»« ewlteli-backs oo the side of 
Oil Cheat. ' 


People, who are deeply interested in tfife fate of the Cass railroad have been 
asking me if it is maybe possible fo have a mass meeting somewhere in 
in fhe sfafe. Any suggestions along this line from readers? 







THEY BEEN WORKIN' ON DE RAILROAD 
If Wesf Virginia buys the railroad at Cass, and thus fills its coffers with tourist 
dollars these men who met on the inspection trip two weeks ago. They are: (sitting left to 
right) J. C. Cruickshank, Jim Comstock, and Harry Pauley. Standing: Don Crislip. Ted 
Riffe, Carl Frasure, Dick Bowman, P. F. Long, Robert Jacobson, A. L. Reed, Carl Gainer, 
C. H. Koontz, Don Mower, Ward M. Dawson, Sr., Mr. Yoke, T. G. Matney, and Herb Tchup- 
bach. 


Cass Train Report 

(From Paoe 1) 

er." is interested in buying the 
I railroad if the state decides a- 
I gainst making the purchase: 
i His reported offer is about 
$75,009 Ij 


| ONLY RAILROAD J 

f NOT MERGING J 

< *~*sof two ! 

} f*oi«Utive c'inuv Son- * 

I ■ -• . [**»irp ton ttor* and » 

♦ tjoloqafcs ditcut**d tho i 

$ pott ibi lity of Issuing pof . 
t e* on tho acanfc Mow*#- . 


The underground watert 
said to be about JX) ieet h 
is within the cavern near 
railroad. 
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THEY ntCN WORKIN- ON OE RAILROAD 
If WmI Virginia buy* th* railroad at Cat*, and thu* (ill* it* coffers with tourt«t 
oflar* Ihrtf man who mat on tha impaction trip two wank* ago. Thay arr. (»itting loft to 
j c Crvtckshank, Jim Com*tnrk, and Harry Paulay. Standing: Don Crislip. Tad 
Carl Fratura. Dick Bowman. P. F. Long. Robert Jacob«on, A. L. Read. Carl G.-inar, 
Koonti Don Mowar. Ward M. Dawton, Sr., Mr. Yok'a, T. G. Matney, and Hark :!. u p- 


Cass Train Report 

(From Pane 1) 

! er." is interested In buying the 
railroad if the state decides a- 
gainst making the purchase: 
His reported offer is about 
S75.00P 

Co-Chairman Hiitv R Paul- 

lay m Mchow/!' p.tftv* • Vi 1 
that tha Oovrrnmi'"' m • !• . 

! nnneo Commlttoo I .aterd n 

quorum to take formrl action 
Sunday. The total of four mein j 
ln»rs present was two short of 
the quorum required for the 10- j 
member committee to do bust- 1 
ness. 

Paulev said he was reason¬ 
ably certain, however, that the 
full committee would approve 
the decision to talk about the 
matter further with the Con¬ 
servation Commission. The 
other three members present 
were Sen. A L. Reed (R-Pres- 
tom. Del. Herbert Schupbach 
iD-Wetzel) and Del. Ward M. 
Dawson (R-Morgan). 

Will Meet Nov. 13 

The committee set Nov. 13 
for Its next meeting. More posi¬ 
tive action 1 is expected at that 
time. 

A note of urgency was In¬ 
jected in the meeting by a let- 


\ ONLY RAILROAD t 

j NOT MERGING 
l en of two ; 

1 l»ei»U*!va c'm ni-ttes Sun- J 
J’’’ • jesting iomtor* and * 

; uelegafes discuued the * 

1 possibility of issuing pass- J 
1 es on the scenic Mower 1 
J lumber Co. railroad. 1 

; Houw Spnalmr Horry R \ 

X Pauley (D - McDowalll com- 1 
i merited: 

1 "Thi* Is the only rail \ 
road I kotow ot that 1 . 
doesn't want to m • r g e t 
4 with another ono." \ • 

ter from Midwest Steel Corp.. 
which has indicated that it 
wants to remove the railroad 
i before the weather gets cold if 
I no sale is made. 

Committee members decided 
they don’t have the authority 
to take a proposed $5,000 option 
Ion the steel and rolling stock 
,cf the railroad. 

| Pauley said the powers of the 
committee could scarcely ex¬ 
tend beyond making a favorable 
recommendation to the next 
Legislature, which convenes in 
January. Meanwhile, he said 
he thought the Conservation 
Commission should look at the 
matter in relation to its total 
program and make a report to 
| the committee at its earliest 
opportunity. 

A long- petition signed by 
West Virginia University stu 
dents in support of the pro- 
posal was brought to the at ten- 
tlon of the committee. 

Story of fho Road 

Committee mom her* too**" 
inspection lour on the rsihwj 
Oct 22 Their power to »»udy 
the fpMtWlUy of «»**»"* 
purchase w»* granted St a re¬ 
cent * pedal *e»MJn. 

Tim railroad atari* at the 
town of Caa. and wind. 
Uatherbafk »" h u »» 1 h "‘ l 



tvfer's Speech 


■iwrrwly u I vee 
wty .self wadi 
to in tint State— 
o ( the State— 
■ dra» on them 
IcnU ir. our grad 


L Knur |t's talent that we | 
/ ssnt to |et and don't want • i 
r tone—lef t put our money there 

i _we can i)*in get warm Vv) 

k te* to stand up In a classroom 
1 and call the roll We shall vis 
I it each otter's campuses and 
t Scare about each other s prob- 
r tents tnd strengths first hind 
x I get taed of hotels—but never 
i of campuses We shall help each 

- other First we must sell, even 

■ more than we have, the values 
of higher education to the peo¬ 
ple and their leaders—make 

. absolutely clear iU indispcnsa 
’ sitity to the State, to the Ni- 
i lion and to youth In the second 
■ t half of the 20th century W* 
shall join in encouraging in j 
, creased corporate giving to 
higher education and in ndu- 1 
eating all our alumni to the 1 
fa< i that their own education 
j whether public or private, was 
, heavily subsidized Together wc 
have avenues of approach to 
foundittons corporations, Isgis- 
, latures, churches and individ 
| ualt and groups of all kinds 
. that wc may not have tepa-' 
. rately or alone 

i We shall endeavor to explode 

• the fallacies in the public mind 

- such as that tax-assisted insti- 
i tutions don't need private sup- 

■ port, that voluntary conlribu- 

• no«u to public institution? re- 
r dute contributions to other in- 
r iiilulions. that private inslilu- 

l lions can survive by just keep 
mg oe rawing tuition, that pri¬ 
vate institutions suffer unfair 
r competition from low fees in 
r tax assisted institution? All of 
a these are sheer nonsense Let's 
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The Latest Word on Cass £hoo Choo 

By I v»n N Hunter of the Cass line but told the tie in busmrss, at a friction Of 

Just about everybody in West committee that his department , U»c cost estimated b> Director 
i Virginia, and several other would be glad to operate the Lane. 

I states too. with a few notable scenic line if the legislature | Kven thr amoint ol coal re¬ 

exceptions. has fallen in love followed the committee s ap- q hi red to climb Bald Knob fig. 
wish thr Cass Railroad. This 1 proval and “give u- enough ured in the discussion Warden 

fact was brought out at the monev to run it or. ' Lane had earlier told the leg- 

largislative committee meeting Listing some of his object- | I'lators that his department «*• 
held in Charleston Sunday. No- tions lo the project the Censer limited that it would take ten 

vrmber 20 ’-alios Commissioner noted that tons of coal to make thr steep 

A petition bearing the names the town of Cass was almost ascent 
of 1500 Marshall College stu- maccessable to concenrated Railfan Rile challenged thg 
dents, along with numerous let tourist traffic He also stated tonnage figure and told iho , 
ters and wires was read to the that the cost of acquiring and members that it would only, 
six man group before they unan merating the scenic shay line take four tors lo climb l h e 

imouslv voted on co-chairman might prove prohibitive mountain and ’a half a ton to 

Harry Pauley's motion to recom Tel Rife, an employee of the ome down' 
mend the purchise radio-astronomy center at "We immese to Hold a pub- 

The motion instructed Con Green Bank and an ardent lie meeting somewhere m the 
servation Director Warden M poktsman for advocates seek- slate, as suggested by the West 
Lane, lo get in touch with the!,,. ? 0 preserve the last st^am ; Virginia Hillbilly to plan for 
owners of the railroad and roll mountain line in operation in action to present our reuse to 
mg stock and attempt to gel the eastern United State?. du*- the West Virginia Legislature 
a reasonable price quoted for puled some of the cost figures when it convenes in January'*,- 
; presentation to the full house nuoted earlier in the hearing the astronomy center .icenunlr 
membership when they convene by Director Lane nnt announced at the meeting. 

lit*-* forlhe 1961 ses - 

During the Sunday meeting ; ^ yean, and included_ 

D ^ another n,ill,rm U il egan"wrote humorously* 

of the long range plans for' B||t lhe fa , s Unc *,|l of THE nvil WAR 

tourist development i be sold for scrap unless some ( , , r humorous 

STS ^ n > — ”»»"• £•****?*£? 

cificallv mentioned the Seneca H>mg Gray Ilairv 

Rocks area and the Bluestone Deputing the need of uer written by Michael Egan of 
Gorge as projects whose de pensive lodge to house and feed Parke rsburg m HMM 
velopment should have higher tounsts Rife explained that the _ PARENTS LIVED 

priority than the Cass scenic state could purchase several TWAIN 5 PARENTS LIVED 
Railroad. old Pullman coaches and dining IN MASON COUNTY 

Lane expressed onlv mild en- cars and set them off on a tief The County 

; thusiasm for the development ing and the Cass Railroad would once lived m 


srir^'susj^ Person to Person 

and joint efforts in fund-rais- iCI JWlI H * 

ing. Wc hope to work more 

closely together increasingly in R.E Mathews of Weston will at the in vita 
the highly important field of receive Hillbilly for the next tv and radio 
adult education. 52 weeks wath the Christmas Manhattan^ 
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Time to Start Workin' on 


• ho will bo aecttstry to take care 





__j r> Trwif S u ao of vulton 

mfj *0 |Mit vast to bay That aotnobody is. first the 
gp 0gfc Qm jjQrmd and Governor of West Virginia He 
gim ■? to the doesn't like it because if he did 

0 of OM |^|jr «g| a cargo be would have said to the legis- 
f fuo-kmng lature. "Buy that little railroad 

I ; and let it be the first olive out 

ytKfv i tmmch - that doesn't of the tourist jar. Buv it. boys. 
01 H eg the ■a—filnri l .>nd let s give the people back 
el Cam to wort running a little something." The Cover* 
m lf ta d . to building nor has been made good father 
Urm ucamps that of the West* Virginians by a 


great mandate and he a serving 1 
by the divine nght of kings But \ 
he didn t say do it. and it wasn't , 
done One wonders why the gov- * 
ernor doesn't like the railroad, i 

The Senate of West Virginia i 
likes the railroad and put it in 
the budget so it could be bought. 
But the House didn't like the 
little raiiroad and they said, no, 
they wouldn't itemize it. The 
House and the Senate have to 
agree or the budget can't be sub¬ 
mitted and the legislature can’t 
adjourn until they get togeth¬ 
er. So there was a kind of com¬ 
prise. 

♦•Let’s put in enough money 

and if ihe Conservation Com¬ 
mission wants to buy it later, 
then they can buy it." That was 
nice on the surface, but it still 
means that there's somebody in 
power who doesn’t like the little 
railroad and that the state will 
never buy it. Or so this paper 
thinks. 

There is somebody who likes 
the little Cass railroad. This 






wmmm 


• who doesn't like thr little 
Irued and that the state will 
er hu y it Or so tAis paper 

>.<rr is >.«mebody who likes 
iiv.Ie Cass railroad. This 
<r for instance But this pap- 
'r : any judge because this 
er .* one man s opinion. So 
be discounted. But 
-v are others who like the 
r ra.iroad and that is just 
everybody in West Virgin- 
icept the strong man on the 
£<*: f the state Why they 
: like it. nobody knows. One 
it big n. will take 

much money and he talked 
it toilets on top of the hill 
about other things. This 
r back to him. get the 
oad first and then talk a- 
those things. Be sensible, 
he man got ruffled and the 
r got ruffled and nobody 
nywhere. 

w this paper predicts that 
e thing is left up to the 
that the railroad will be 
to those people in Marion, 
ma. who would like to have 
attract tourists. But that 
dn t happen and this paper 
crap till hell freezes over 


ih., «.tw 1 

ion or, iho Worldv H»W »4. H. ’-•* 

ond btnll hy S/lveV? -« **"<'«'' ‘ <*!«.»« u< ' 

.oiUoy. «*-*"*' 

t»o»i, wo-.* opened on Jory >• , in 

continuously since tl»ot nnie ' 

the *ir. i world wpr m*d three «» lhv 

Weather permitting. trehw •*>» *•«••’** ^ 
Station .-.very time «lw -Jock strike rt '*’' 0 £ £ M . 
nine in ihft morning sir.t.l six in the evs ! ^ 

in o f. M., D. S. f.l. When tratfic rlemnnr...* 
snutons ore for, on rhe <eflu)«.ly sei.«."doled rr^ 
nnd this <a»«n. th., vain, to got oh scncrMt- n 
eo.ly June on* We September Ham* net <* 

A M orid 2-.15 P. M. ; o>he«,av tropic <Kmo<xiv 


happen in our West Virginia hills? 



Kin on de Kanrudu 


id he n serving 
fit of kings But 
t. and it wasn't 
r* why the gov- 
* the railroad. 
West Virginia 
and put it in 
uld be bought 
idn't like the 
they said. no. 
■mire it The 
mate have to 
t can't bo sub- 
jislatur* can't 


Tf!£ 

MT. WASHINGTON. N.H. 

3T+ M/I.ES EMM TOP TO BOTTOM/ 



;et togcth- 
3d of com- 


71 money 

ton Com- 
it later. 
That was 
it It still 


:iv: •■h ry • f /our trip up Mou.i'f Wotvlvncj- 
\VorMv H".t "C'*i Pallwoy, irrv.-TiU-<i 
y *>j,lve«.t.-r <S litilMon. H. H T*« u 

mo y. tjlu.i »1hiVi lon<J y«YU'v «‘»f 
ported on July 3, HK*V oml luw ojvmoK-U 
y |IkiI lime ':*cvpl fo» •’/MO y'BJf in 

4 lfJ wnr oik! thrw mi lln* loti 


Nnlhi tkinomH. 






HE 




«)*»M hi* it. (voKxt) kn««t Onr 
•*! hif MfA un it will t.iVi- 
•m an«ch w a nt ) and he talked 
•kwrt lairti on top of thr hilt 
Mrf about other thing*. Thin 
j irer Mid hack to him. get the 
ra.Imad f.*r»s asd then talk a- 
l< ut thing* Be sensible 

Ityt th< nan got ruffled and the 
paper got ruffled and nobody 
got anywhere 

Kom this paper predicts that 
if tbr thing is left up to the 
state tlwr the railroad will be 
« Id • those people in Marion, 
> . a w»x> would like to have 

.: to a: , ract tourists. But that 
>iouldr. : happen and this paper 
will scrap till hell freezes over 
or until the last spike is taken 
op and sold to the Old Domin¬ 
ion. which apparently has more 
■n and leadership than 
the New Dominion. 

If enough of you West Vir- 
gnuans ure interested in buying 
flock to make this thing possi- 
b.e row ,s :he ume to say your 
p:ece Write this paper now as 
tc what extent you can or will 
go Write to us until we get a 
A organization to take over 


j. MoO#«» 

M • • 

1 ' ' 

wov <*ts Jo »y ,. p | ( n i '/»*» Y 

o-.olliutwidy tlKit ,t K . lo%i 

»«r. i world wrjr oi»<< 

W«,,,llv., pomdllirw.. '‘the hour 

!itriii«>n livery tiro,! • r |, c '"V & A , 

nine-n ilv. mornli’l ur.i'l ,unv:»n<K *** ' 

* P. M v O. t>. r.». When tr^fU. W .p» 

virion* ore run on *he ,e ^'* rc heduVe- rs 

ond ‘1,1, <au--.es. lb, «*« 11 

iZ'wZZ «*<* 


.from there, also watch for a big 
I meeting in the Civic Center or 
(somewhere soon. At this meet¬ 
ing we will have experts or. 
hand, we’ll have lawyers to tell 
how to organize stock compan¬ 
ies, and we’ll have a treasurer 
on hands to take money. 

Let’s prove to the world that 
West Virginia doesn’t have to 
go prowlng around Washington 
for commodities for its people 


I h°as^givenous 'in'good ^nic M- 


cash. Watch for further 

i from this paper. 

However, ft is P» ss;ble for ** 
state to do something. But .ms 
.paper thinks the chances ore 
molecular This PPP" lh '" kS lh * 
is a job 1'or the people, not the 
people who represent the 
people. 


to The Irish Is on Page 14, Bgoral 






Couldn't tomtlhing like this 


Hillbilly' 


Salute to The Irish Is 


If enough of you West ' 
gtnians are interested in buy 
stock to make this thing pn 
ble. now is the time to say y 
piece Write this paper now 
tc what extent you can or 
go Write to us until we g« 
good organization to take < 


I ’urlats. nnd let it be the firn olive on* the h,w^»-. ^aUro *' , anfJ Mil in 

niece's somebody that doesn't of the tourist jar Ruv it boy* n,„ .k L*° W couW bouaht 
.-.nt to put the unemployed and let's give the people back i Iittl-? ldnl l »ke the 

■•nple of Cass to work running a Little something." The Uov.-r iiJv « ^? d . * nd ' hc V “id. no 

| .at little raUroad, to building nor h« been made good father hIL^S ‘ x Th« 

ie large tourist camps that of the West. Virgimans bv a asreVJi^ u J ScrMtc «•* 

«»* a 8rcc or the budget can t be suh. 

U)yi» until the; g« togcui- 
cr So there was a kind of com¬ 
prise 

7*!’* put hi enotieh mrmev 

<i»-u if the Conservation Com¬ 
mission wants to buy tt later 
then thev can buy tt.” That was 
nice on the surface, but it still 
means that there’s somebody in 
power who doesn't like the little 
railroad and that the state will 
never buy it Or so this paper 
thinks 

There is somebody who likes 
the little Cass railroad This 
paper, for instance But this pap¬ 
er isn't any judge because this 
paper is one man s opinion So 
that can be discounted. But 
there are others who like the 
little railroad and that is just 
about everybody in West Virgin¬ 
ia except the strong man on thr 
budget of the state. Why thet 
don’t like it, nobody knows. On» 
ol the big men says it will tak* 
too much money and he talk* 
about toilets on top of the hi! 
and about other things. Thl 
paper said back to him, get th 
railroad first and then talk . 
bout those things. Be sensibl 
But the man got ruffled and ti 
paper got ruffled and notxx 
got anywhere. 

Now this paper predicts th 
if the thing is left up to ti 
state, that the railroad will 
sold to those people in Mane 
Virginia, who would like to ha 
it to attract tourists Rut th 
shouldn't happen and this pap 
will scrap till hell freezes o\ 
or until the last spike is tak 
up and sold to the Old Dorn 
ion, which apparently has m< 
gumption and leadership tl 
the New Dominion. 





Complete Text 

*, ^ **rr imUy la to iu t 
r . Ik# hmtbMf at the *t*S« of Weal 
% i mu-in -| owl » 

u pr' «r n« M»<r Lumbar Co. tr. 
c«t Dnt VkfWt »« on operating 
jynf- «* roiJToidinx and tumbennf— 
tan of the century rfyte— for the bane 
nt at the people oi the date and a* a 
wafer iournt attraction. And further, tc 
f w— that tlua tounat attraction would 
^4, fit <ywr> way from its own revenue 
Railroad* and especially logging 
raUraad*. hate far the past IS year* 
beer my primary hobby Through bust 
... . the military serv.ee. and vacation*. 
I Have urreied and seen moat of tbe 
MUrnting railroads in 49 of our 5C 
tutn Canada, and Mexico from the 
CockitiU and Zoca.eas to tbe White Pasi 
and Yukon. In nirng over the Mower 
railroad last October it occurred to me 
that fe« Railroad and none of the opera 
tmf touriat railroads came close to 
matching the Mower In spectacular 
Kf.wr/ Further the most scenic part of 
'hr lire ii within 6 miles of Cass 

It was because of this ride that 
the thought kept mulling over in my 
▼..id ‘hat this definitely would be the 
line to preserve as an operating leg¬ 
ging railroad to be promoted as a 
tourist attraction. R would be a natural 
for the State to include it id its Park 
System Thu whole concept of a railroad 
park t> not r.cu In I IK 7 the Kdarville 


of Russeli Baum's Cass 

i< the Silwrton Line running from Dur¬ 
ango to Slhreiton. Colorado. “Hiey are 
basked up In advance for ticket* and a 
ride over their 45 miles of track requires 
a four day wait oa the average. Today 
Durango i« a hocming tourist center 
Motel rates shot fr>m $2 50 eight years 
ago to $7 0© today for a single, and the 
u.iusual part is Mat Durange la 450 miles 
from the nearest city of over 5 000 
population and has to compete with such 
attractions as the Grand Canyon, Rocky 
Mountain National Park, and Yellow 
Hone for the long distance touriua. 

Another is tbe East Broad Top in 
Penna It started this August with a 
five mile trip through some pleasant 
farm land. It is presently bettering ex 
pectations and Mr. Wilburn, the opera- 
itng Vice President, expects to add to 
the line next year. 

Although these other railroads are 
operating quite successfully, they haw 
enly one basic attraction, that is a rail¬ 
road with an operating antique steam 
engine hauling poeple for an average of 
five miles over the track. The Mower 
l.<<mber Co Railrsad has far more to 
offer. 

To start w.th. it would bf the 
operation of a real railroad—most of the 
tourist lines are nuBt for the occasion 
and for the historian type person, there¬ 
fore lack interest. 

The Mower does not merely ga 


Railroad Plea 

tvmial to serve aa * tourist attrapuoa. 

The engines tfemselve* are very 
unique in the annals of Railroading Tn«y 
ate Shay geared *vean engine* comp In- 
with a real tB90 dimond stack There 
are two switchbacks on the line And l 
know of only two others left in the 
U. S. 

There is an added attraction of a 
mammoth cave only about 50 yards from 
the suggested termination of the line on 
the hill This cave has received innum¬ 
erable write-uns in certain magazines 
A cave in itself would attract numerous 
tourists, and the combination would 
make a very strong tourist attraction. 

Then ‘at Grcenhank. five mlies 
away is a large observatory that would 
help attract still mare people 

The Mower operation would re¬ 
quire the operation of only five 
of track and the purchase of sue miles. 
This would take he line through its 
finest scenery, and five miles is the ideal 
length for this sort of thing. 

Because the major investment it 
there, the cost wculd not be large and 
no more than scrip value for rail and 
engines. 

To summarize—none of the other 
railroads serve aqy other purpose than 
to memorialize s eam railroads, and non* 
have operating geared engines os in¬ 
teresting scenery With the Mower you 
have in addit on the large interot u 


K.R was born in Cape Cod District of 
Mas* with six mile of track around 
a Cranberry Bog. Today it is the moat 
successful of the tourists operation*. The 
passengers each year are in the hun¬ 
dreds of thousand*. 

Another toarist railroad It the 
Tweet we at Blowing Rock, N. C. near 
rijr C/nofcfeV hut fa a remote aoctlon of 
Af C / w» told that 1*M year they 


around u: a circle or over an unifitcr- 
c mr stretch of land. The other lines 
operating in the East can come nowhere 
near matching its scenery. You would 
hove the added interest of lumbering- 
turn of the century style —and lumbermj 
in itself has a grert appeal to many peo¬ 
ple Today In the United States the only 
railroad lo-gtn* by «» method o' 
rail to logging point and skidder car 


legging—the enzree to show old turn 
logging railroadirg at its best anJ t 
large undeveloped cave. 

However this is the last opportune 
ty to do something about it Units* it 
is stopped, the salvage company wan:* 
the tracks ripped up by time J 

sets in Building a new railroad woj.J 


roiumuve < 

The highways T'* Vz« 




"" • r*m~ t* 

*•«•* “ •** r, ‘* uU ' 
, f^f-KT. tie Ml kmk part ®< 
Hj. nw ai of Cm* 

» vai Kfim w Uu« rid* ih»t 
w (■, ( ^ MttUinc nrer m my 
Ml IlM MWtil} would be the 
Ibv m > i»wni m an operating log 
{l4 n xv4 l» be promoted »' a 
u ,—- utmUM It would bo a natural 
in it* Park 
r>. J •bale concept of a railroad 
part la Ml nr* In ISMT the Edarvillc 
»JL «• bora m Cape Cod District of 
• ah ui mile of track around 
a Cranberry Bog Today it is the most 
Mcmifal of the tourists operations. The 
p am mm each year are in the hun 
tSrrdi of thousands 

Another tourist railroad is the 
Tweotue a* Blowing Rock. N. C.. near 

^ e-r.-ifJT slTr- * remr+e wrtlon nr 

% < c »j> fold Ihat 1**« y»Jr t»>e> 

*130 000 net proift. This year they 
irr i M:njr $30 OOO In superfluous addi- 
.j-f. the purchase of a railroad 
^onxXitv from the White Pass and 
Vukon m Alaska They have a five mile 
..rr-e of trues. Another good example 


run land h H preMMIy believing •* 
IlMUm mu! Mr Wilburn ih« opata 
an* Vw* ProMdent, Mpevt* to add i<» 
ilw line *"«• year 

Although ll>M* other railroad* »r» 
operating quite IMVMtfully, they h*v» 
•nty one tunic attraction, that U a rail 
road with an operating antique (team 
crginv hauling poaple for an average of 
five mile* over the track The Mower 
t.-mber Co. Railroad ha* far more t> 
offer. 

To start with, it would be ‘he 
operation of a real railroad—most of the 
tourist line* arc built for the occasion 
and for the historian type person, there¬ 
fore lack interest. 

T.ie Mower docs not merely go 
around in a circle or over an ur.mter- 
e ir.s stretch of land. The other lines 
operating in the East can come nowhere 
near matching il» scenery. You would 
hove the added interest of lumbering- 
turn of the century style—and lumbering 
in itself has a great appeal to many peo¬ 
ple. Today in the United States the only 
roi’roart logins by the oM method o f 
mil to logging point and skidder car 
and cable is the Mower Lumber Co. It 
travels the highest point East of the 
Mississippi River of any railroad It 
has the best scenery East of the Rockiss. 
and is the only operational Railroad Em 
of\the Sierras that would have the ?o- 


**•* I* « i»r*» otMrvatory (hat v*«i4 
► •Ip *ttr»*-« »*iU wore people 

The Mower operation would re- 
noire the operation of only five nj,. M 
of track and the purchase of tu mile*. 

Thit would take the line through . * 
flne*t teencry and five mile* it the ideal 
length for thl* tort of thing. 

Because tne major investment i 
there, the cost would not be Urge and 
no more than scrap value for rail and 
engine*. 

To summarize—none of the oth:r 
railroads serve any other purpose thin 
to memorialize steam railroads, and naze 
have operating geared engines or a- 
ter.-s ir.a scenery With the Mower you 
have In addition the Urge interest in 
legging—the chcnce to show old time 
logging railroading at its best—and i 
large undeveloped cave. 

However this is the last opportuni¬ 
ty to do something about iL Unless it 
is stopped, the salvage company warns 
the tracks ripped up by time wider 
sets in. Building a new railroad would 
be prohibitive. 

The highways tor entering Cos* 
from East. North, and South are • f 
good making it readily accessible 

Trainfan B»um. » Pannsytvima 
businessman, made fW* sp ,ec ^ or * 
►Vie House of Deleq****- ° c ' - -- J 


(>k 


( cj (<fG 


Complete Text 


P Mv Diirposc here tod*)’ u 10 * u *‘ 

f , h e rea.sjhil.ly of the *t«tc «f Wert 

Virtinu* purchasing *nd operating « 
W( .„,rr.l of the Mower Lumbar Co In 
Cas* West Virginia a* an operating 
museum of railroading and lumb^ing - 
turn of the century atyle-for ih. bene¬ 
fit Of the people of the state and as a 
m.ilor tounst attraction And further, to 
show that this tourist attraction would 
pav its own way from its own revenue 
Hailroads, and especially logging 
railroads, have for the past 13 years 
been my primary hobby Through busi¬ 
ness. the military service, and vacations. 
I have larveled and seen most of the 
interesting railroads in 49 of our 50 
states. Canada, and Mexico from the 
Cookuila and Zocateas to the White Pass 
and Yukon. In riding over the Mower 
railroad last October tt occurred to me 


that few Railroad and none of the opera 
ting tourist railroads came close to 
matching the Mower in spectacular 
scenery. Further the most scenic part of 
the line is within 6 miles of Cass. 

It was because of this ride that 
the thought kept mulling over in my 
miml that this definitely would be the 
line to preserve as an operating log¬ 
ging railroad to be promoted as a 
tourist attraction. It would be a natural 
for the state to include it it) its Park 
System This whole concept of a railroad 
park is not new In 1947 the Edarville 
R.R. was bom in Cape Cod District of 
Maw. with six mile of track around 
a Cranberry Bog. Today it is the most 
lucreixful of the tourists operations The 
passenger* each year arc In the hun¬ 
dreds of thousand*. 

Another tourist railroad is the 
Twe«rtvi« at Blowing ltock, N. C.. near 
fne WfrtftiTM TrtJf !n a remote section of 
N C l was told that last year they 
made 1150 000 net proift. This year they 
ir* adding 930.000 in superfluous addi- 
tp>n« torh aa the purchase of a railroad 
locomotive from the White Pms and 
Yukon in Alaska They have a five mile 
ciftie of track Another good example 


of Russell Baum's Cass Rail, oa , 

booked up in advance for tlrv-t, , nil » Th * en 

ride over their 45 miles of u-.ck require* “"'"S *“ 
a four day wait on the average. Today ! y **" 
Durange .5 a booming tourist center 
Hotel rates shot from $2 50 eight y„ r * k no w V*'’ 
ago to $7 00 today for a single, and the it s ' >a 
u.iusual pari is that Durange Is 450 miles 
from the nearest city of over 5 000 Ther * 

population and has to compete with such *? srnmolh « 
attractions as the Grand Canyon. Itocky ^“.**** l< 
Mountain National Park, and Yellow- * ^ TV 
stone for the long distance tourists. erabl * wri- 

Another is the East Broad Top in founds \ 
Penna It started this August with a make 
five mile trip through some pleasant * ' 

farm land. It is presently bettering ex- . Th * 
pectations and Mr. Wilburn, the opera iS a 

itng Vice President, expects to add to * P atlr; 
the line next year. Th 

quire th< 

Although these othar railroads are 0 f t , acSc 
operating quite successfully, they have This ‘ w0 , 
er.ly one basic attraction, that is a rail- fmest sct 
road with an operating antique steam lenglh ft 
engine hauling poeple for an average of 
five miles over the track. The Mower , ' 

lumber Co. Railroad has far more to l ,ere - 1 
offer. no mor< 


To start with, it would be the 
operation of a real railroad—most of the 
tourist lines are built for the occasion 
and for the historian type person, there¬ 
fore lack interest. 

The Mower does not merely go 
around in a circle or over an unimer- 
e 'mg stretch of land The other lines 
operating in the East can come nowhere 
near matching its scenery. You would 
have the added interest of lumbering— 
turn of the century style — and lumbering 
in Itself has :• greet appeal to many peo¬ 
ple. Today In the United state's the only 
railroad logging hr the method o' 

rail to logging point and sktdder car 
and cable is the Mower Lumber Co. U 
travels the highest point East of the 
Mississippi River of any railroad It 
has the best scenery East of thb Rockies, 
and is the only operational Railroad East 
ofSthe Sierras that wvuld have the ?«»- 


be prohibit! 

The 
from East, 
good maki 

Trai 


busioessm* 
me House 


l 


of Russeli Baum's Cass 

, t f,r Silvvrton Line running Prom Dur 
Silvenon. Colorado. They are 
*, tirti up m advance for tick.** and a 
f V«e >>»rr their 45 mile* or track requires 
j four da\ wait on the average. Today 
P,rjn^ is a dooming tourwt center 
r ,Toi .hot from *2 50 eight years 
4 fo to *7.00 today for a single, and the 
u ius uai p-ri tt t.iat Durango is 450 miles 
ttom the nearest city of over 5.000 
population and has to compete with such 
f-tr.ittoJU a> the Grand Canyon. Itorky 
a»d Yellow- 

tor.e for the long distance tourists 

Another i* the East Broad Top in 
V-.-i It started this August with a 
t»e mile trip through some pleasant 
*rm land. It is presently bettering ex¬ 
ecrations and Mr. Wilburn, the opera 
n N ice President, expects to add to 
t« ,;r.e next year. 

Although these other railroads are 
wrat.ng quite successfully, they have 
•;> one basic attraction, that is a rail- 
ad with an operating antique steam 
gut* hau'-ng pocple for an 
. r- ov^r the track. The Mower 

■ m Vr Co Railroad has far more to 


To start with, it would be the 
rri’.^n of a real railroad—most of the 
emt ’are* are built for the occasion 
.d for the historian type person, there- 
r» tack interest 

Tae Mwer does not merely go 
mirji sa a cirtie or over an uiunier- 

tg % :t\cr% of land The other lines 

p«nte| m the Rest can come nowhere 
*4 us scenery You would 
•dded interest of lumbering — 
_century style—and lumbering 

m — Wes * «*••» • ypaol Vo many poo- 
m I I |T tf| united Matat Um only 

^■nil *"•!*** W IV WM maltwt «' 

rgti 10 legfinf point and ikidder car 
itg caMe is U* Mower Lumber Co It 
the hi^fest point Baet of the 
MueissspfM R.**r of any railroad It 
h«t the heal acewrry Real ed the Rockiei. 

a the sol; <#rr**aA*i tU.lf wd Raft 
ei - f K » sw/Tit that evuld have the J>> 


Railroad Plea 

tenllnl to serve us a tourist attraction. 

The engines themselves are very 
unique in the annaU of Railroading They 
arc Shay geared steam engines complete 
with a real 1890 dimond stack. There 
are two switchbacks on the line And t 
know of only two others left in the 
U. S. 


There Is an added attraction of a 
mammoth cave only about 50 yards from 
the suggested termination of the line on 
the hill. This cave has received innum¬ 
erable \vrlte-UDS_ in certain magazines 
A crave in itself would attract numerous 
tourtrtc, and the combination would 
make a very strong tourist attraction. 

Then ‘at Grcenbank. five miles 
away is a large observatory that would 
help attract stlU more people. 

The Mower operation would re¬ 
quire the operation of only five mile* 
of track and the purchase of six miles. 
This would take l he line through :U 
finest scenery, and five miles Is the ideal 
length for this sort of thing. 

Because the major investment is 
there, the cost would not be large and 
no more than scrap value for rail and 


engines. 

To summarize—none of the other 
railroads serve any other purpose than 
to memorialize sleain railroads, and none 
have eperating geared engines or in¬ 
teresting scenery. With the Mower you 
have in addition the largo interest i:i 
legging—the chance to show old tint* 
logging railroading at its best— and a 


large undeveloped cave. 

However this is the last opportuni¬ 
ty to do something about it. Unless it 
tv Stopped. the salvage company wants 
truck, r.pp.-i ..p bv tune 
Htt m. Building « »-* reilro.«l w. • 

The highways for enterim- Caa 
from East. North, and South are very 
good making It readily accessible 

Tr.inlan Baum. . P.nntylv.nia 
b^nnimm. mad* »P*~h 

tna House •» Dele**'"- Oct. 4. ^ A 
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To Buy or Not To Buy a Mountain Railroad 

__ . ■■■ ruiMA infOMOTlVE. TM* LAfT OF tT* KINO. 


E BEHIND A SMOKE BELCHINO LOCOMOTIVE. THE LAST OF ITS KINO. 
r«s BUYING THE RAILROAO AS BAIT FOR TOURISTS. WHO HAVE FONO MEMORIES OF STEAM 


i And there si 
• nvaa mw I 


kl 


Dirk Wi «*« load* of •<«•! along Iterant ibades of Moe 1 a each 

'' “» "AS,KivTU w 

. • i it,.* on.»nii,« *!«.*/ Or *nd It track will be Uk* cer- t chsrtntng aisd C*\<r.e4 wife. I 

s.rara PkJlip Neavli’ wurr!**' a>» u.n »l Ibe .«• <*“■» V* ^ th^lMriSstarl 

, f.-eder -rd I i.ljk* bandt with a «ut> whom «h* JapiM-e ».*» Tkey. 'h* problem* of the.^ma.ar* 
. !«cn!«cr wium 1 lute keanl the lap*. r»-»d* well ov * r '**“ '* • 11 * ' " 1 m * 

/reach about but bad caver i bit pra*e and get d®»n o 


dig if he U elected. She 

... ... „8ML ha that there have been mati7 

at the edge of It to that problem* but all tire beea 


** **?« if,** , . , , , j when lhabsg knife came down solved and taken care of. an-i 

Mr K.'tij hunx-.f who u Strangely enough I learned u ^ IB after ithlt one win. Mrs. Edgar is a 

landiag j B^ froet of tka ptora | abasrt Rev. Newell. Presby i e r- [ h|< ^ (rrd h , J(1 n -, ltke tMa | learned and welkresd woman 


an t tax, p^iar at Greennonk when „ j. rd 0 ; d rteara too. 
• her.. Sena | went , 0 V-a York that time ,,- rtir.e II 

check the Big C ity for its |Hll] up ju tracic #nd haul it to 
bottom of the hill aid 

.1 go to breakfad. the down that 


if alter a while Ipoverty and depressed ..... . 

Reel coT.ei in people following the dressing-: , “.. -- v.. 

o breakfast, the down that the Saturday Eve- S 

open «n<f bust- nmi? Post civ* West Virginia k ° *°* Un «*. or 

(m* At one booth ire Mr. and jone of the fecial workers there cnarae the Stato order* a 

Vr- K.xintr and »■ i not her, t aid ifle about GrecitborJc’s ‘ tj y of 
• lie.egaia J. C. Cruikshanks. Rev Newell And oilier* had 
Speaker Pauley cone* in. told me abort him. how he Is 
known as I he Hotroddinjj Cir¬ 
cuit Rider In a Jaguar. He 
I there and so was his J»S 
'° And so were his wife and chil- 
™t]dren i have never met a more 


Ik* and Taict 

whal Bill Sperry introduce* n 

seer j stranger, a folios by ... -wii 

i of T..tnr »f Gamblll. wlo is a tax jdciighifuf VaiiiTly' 
ih^t lawytr, and who stops ■' BBt'« I 


Train With Smoko 
road and 


. RRHH „ c w „ We pa-i 
wa* 6 "his JogiTn’r «>'•»**« t»ot» a warning A car 
■ • ■ slop* and disgorgii Its paasen- 
gers because a train with smoko 
i» somolhinR in sec. A little 
girl waves and l remind my 


> . place when pas-i.v through A ” d ,hc, ' e ,vf J^ n, ^ r ‘ ,tl ' rr sell o read some ol good old 

' 'i' 1 ',, *“ rt "l Wes! Virginia J 01, Tom Wolfe and I promise.my 


self 1 will Upward we go and 
it gets colder and I hear 
Cruiduhanks *ay that "Poor 
old Comstock H going lo freere 
to death" and 1 look about me 
-nd -co that all the ro»t have 
.ntelllgctitly anticipated tab 
kind of weather and are dress¬ 
ed la fitting garb And Dxk 
Bowman has evidently antici¬ 
pated my dumbness and has 

■ church 

L JjJlJjJ* ar.d which shroud* me liko a 


and her knowledge of things 
in general is rather tremen¬ 
dous and her interest in pro- 
re oUng tourism for West Vir¬ 
ginia in general and her own 
Pocahontas in particular is al¬ 
most a passion with her. And 
Peral Buck is indeed a pas¬ 
sion. 

Her falhcr-ln-law. Tom’s fa¬ 
ther. ol course, owns the old 
Pearl Sydcnstricker 3uck home 
al Hillsboro. Pearl Puck comes 
often to visit the place and 
in thl* way haa become some¬ 
thing of a member of the 
Edgar family and they lava 
hor. Or Mrs Tom Edgar does. 
"She is the mast gracious 
woman 1 ever knew", she told 
me. "She ia kind and consider¬ 
ate, and devoid of all pretence. 
You would think she would 
have the nghl to pot on’ just 
a little, but site doeanl. And 
the has no use for people 
who pretend to be something 
that they aren’t '. 


. .... T.-II him that jlcry ' “savs I imUnce Tom ,s run ' :i ni! f°' 
ce,. Bill and Gjinbil) haltingly tells I Housc of Delegates Democrat) 
util* whal hr had been tclllr.g Bill, j from Powhcr.tas. He :s Ihr 
tomething about how Pres idem ‘i haIf Tar -' lhal Ptarl 
Eisenhower evades laces by I dcscril,cs her chapter on 
renting hit Cellvsburg farm | 0 Hillsboro iher birthplace) m 
George Alltr. and Oirt Mjrchi-'J ’" M - v V “ ,n >' World s Tom Edgar 
'»• son or somebody More ol il ii| Iett his ‘other half h;i two 
f '*»* rlear to me. or oven it tores’.ng llo8 s - Europe. There s a 
dire bul the fellow gc<t o talking ' I ‘- or T there, which I haven’t 
f to snout bow big shots plav up lo Uro »•* «»“• for now. Ul it „ itpd dlimh . 

lh* Prrudenl and tie’ starU i* u,,tce t0 M > ltal he w *s ar. bra UE hl lion* an «-*ira nark. 

a- su: aSfKfKT 

rW*- S 5 iPMmrs; "Sgagsrj-, 'X; ascgzjsig 

1 ' One icve.vr.1 a kook and ,e » off «'«n above the kne-s f * fWNr In h*r Iwlc. fo It t» 

,V r 1 J <I>A I il-inl wanly o»| Vc * there’s a story there be J o‘n Kulorar. comes up to »l- Torrr. ktows what she m.exnt. 
* pixn. ' cause the officer completes! hu fve ““l 1 »y. ’TUI me m.jH« know* whal hippeaed to 

a dinner ^ plan*, gave »ne orders jr con “J»hR“ and John IUU me in bun. He isn’t a b*by. As a 

__w_n»«nkower spoke rfrtl(iB l:ein and c< , ;le g , and go««l This is ace of the mailer of fact he Is all man. 

oads Railroad grace* He understand* more than peo- 
n percenuge*. A r*e pie think and he bear* no 

. • . • j lhwk b u pretty 


Character of Paorl Buck 


re ih* Z. Tjr., T^'iMetion with tiem and e-lled a iad f»*«l This l* oi 
hat would ttv-1 in ' 1 n>:1 hims,if »*>»<*•«« ’'"P :*i roads Railrc 

yU a *al**rauM mU> a Jeep and ,ak^,, a * a,f ,0 Jr * ,,M W P W * OU * L - --- 

a for if sav h?t u *-M 1 ,)><? ***• hospital. Tom. Edgar >'■ «»«* bsch per hundred feet grudge*. 1 l 
lle u.d *» raleed a min. » ore percent, for Instanre igreal". 

, UI J l »e p>*!tl was I Vow rr—— u-i- iu. . -. A , it 







the undertone* of 
and green of (till 
«. and created with- 
image of bespangled 
i dancing in an au- 
!etg I ghts What a 
a underlain! this all 
ive m th: autumn 


eve! below, vhore the 
'ft come so early, and 
Creon ding* for a few 
recious m rules before 


row he wanted desperately lo 
get back lo the simple ways 
again. “The President could 
quote but two lines from Ihe 
poem. That's all he knew. 

This fellow who was trying lo 
make Eisenhower didn’t say a 
word Soon as the dinner was 
over, he got.lo a phone and 
started calling book stores In 
New York. He recited the 
quotation to each of them and 
offered a ridiculous price to 
Ihe man who could find it 
first One was found after a 
short time anc the man char¬ 
tered a private plane to fly 
the bock to Washington and 
w.thin a short time after the 
dinner was able to say lo the 
President. “Oh by the way. I 
just happen to have with me 
the book that has that Foern In 
it that you waited .. ." 


tv-man, and Larry Fellurc 
(spelling ugh!) who Is a Uni¬ 
versity ♦( Virginia student and 
railfan I met Robert Jacobson, 
who is running for Prosecuting 
Attorney, ar.d who became a 
subscriber. And I met Dr. Carl 
Frazier si WVU. 

The train is ready to go into 
the mountains and give Ihe 
legislators and all others who 
wish to take the trip a prevuc 
of what kind of ride a tourist i 
ean be taken If it isn't too 
crass to speak of taking toorisls 
for a ride There is a caboose, 
or personnel car for the weak 
and an open-air. side-ratilngod 
log car for the sturdy We alt 
go open-air for the first shank 


roads are 
and a half to two 
few roads, but 
Liners, are five or six 


oie Is nine percent Just think 
o' that, nine percent". 

I don't notice the climb up¬ 
ward because it is gradual. I 
do notice that the autumn 
splendor is to be sgen on all 
sides and back behind us Is a 
vsllcy with a backdrop of hills. 
Now we come to a switch-back 
and Russell Baum, who started 
the whole thing, as you -will 
remember if you have read the 
past two papers, rushes 01 U> 
till me something. 


is pretty 

Amt I think she is pretty 
great too. 

We have chugged up grades 
and through autumnal foliage 
that looks like polychromatic 
needle paint work at times, and 
colorful and downy gossamer 
at others, depending upon how 
the sun shines or how the 
shadows fall. Wo ome to a 
farm where cattle ind sheep 
graie and t am told that there 
is a cavo near her;, a cave 
with a subterranean waterfall 
higher than Ihe mghty Nia¬ 
gara. ’ Will we sec it” I ask 


From the very start the ride 
is skyward. In a minute or so 
we are past the old Mower 
mill that has sawed its hit lop 
and we pass up the old rail¬ 
road bidder that has also 
yanked its last log from the 
hills beyond, but that is no 
doubt good because there was 
no greater rape of the woods 


‘There is only one other 
switch-back in the United 
Slates, This has to switch to 
c'Jmb the hill”. What he means 
is being demonstrated. The en¬ 
gine pull ahead and stops, the 
track is switched, and now it 
i< nulling instead of pushing 
And this Isn’t so good at all 
because ihe wind is against us 
and all the minute, and not 
si minute cinders from the 
smokesurk descend upon us 
like dirty snow an*! we all ieek 
b-ad coverage, using ray pirka 
hood, and others using handker¬ 
chiefs or whatever they can 
fnd. The upward go U now 
wry distinctly up and the beats- 
lv at Me -ides it almost pain- 
u to look at. Behind us Use 
tuckdrop of the mountains is 
a are distinct and I notice dii- 


gara. ’ Will we see it” I ask 
ar.d am told that It will have 
to wait another lime We turn 
« bend on the level, make a 
curve on the slant, (hen head 
for higher ground Another stop 
and a start and the second of 
the two switch-backs has been 
met and takon. It is colder and 
the air is stronger, like a wine, 
and I wish there were more 
along to drink it al in with 
me, and share It. asd to toss 
the dregs of contentment hack 
to grow and muliply for 
others I now see what it wouUl 


up the -idc of a Wert Virginia 
mountain, by foot or rail anu 
I think how lucky tie state * 
that Russell Baum came to u» 
before the tracks *ere taken 
up and alerted us sleepy people 
There u more beauty DMat) 
of white Jutting rocki :rom the 


a deep red here. D.tk 
. brings It at a 

urn to Fag* H> 
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To Buy or Not To Buy a 


CERTAIN WEST VIRGINIANS OF GOODWILL TAKE A RIDE BEHIND A SMOKE 
TO LOOK INTO THE FEASIBILITY OF THE STATE'S BUYING THE RAILROAC 


One barometer of aging I 
thank i> a propensity to associate 
a contemporary act with a half- 
rememN r»*«1 *une or the half 
forgotten words of an old song. 
La>* S. *anlav there kept com- 
ir. - to my mind s ear bits of an 
mo that 1 used to listen 
t \ but was never brave enough 
to participate in. about life 
be:ng like a "mountain rail- 
rad with an engineer that was 
brave" and admonished me and 
t*.* rest of the congregation to 
•‘make the run successful from 
the cradle to the grave”. 


rnr.temporary associ- 
a real Mountain Rail- 
which I felt was ap- 
a premature grave 
rk being done in the 
Cheat above Ca$s in 
it County was done 
rji k and locomotive. 


I had 
lewhat 
iginocr 
bit of 


but concentrating quite lecher- ition. And there a 
ously upon a herd of young | Bowman, whom 1 
heifers in a field, who exaspera- Frank Callendar 
tingly pay him no mind at all Bank observato 
but graze on with the hard-to- Phillip Newell", 
get nonochalance of the gender, and l shake hai 

The first man I meet a t scnber *’ hom v 
Bill Sperry’s El Poco. the ap- much aboul ' 
pointed place in Marlinton, is met * 

Mr. Koontz himself who is Strangely er 
standing in front of the place about Rev. 
and wondering why it isn’t' ian pastor at C 
open. He tells me where Sena- \ went to Nev 
tor Carl Gainer is in the motel, to check the 
I go there and after a while poverty and d 
Senator Arch Reed comes in people follow 
and we all go to breakfast, the down that tl 
place now being open and bust- ning Post ga 
ling. At one booth are Mr. and One of the sc 
Mrs. Koontz and at another totd nle a 1 
•s Delegate J. C. Cruikshanks. Rev Newell 
Speaker Pauley comes in. told me abo 

known as tl 
cuit Rider x 
there and ! 

Bill Sperry introduces me to And so wei 
a stranger, a fellow by the dren l hav 
name of GambiU. who is a tax delightful 
lawyer, and who stops at Bills ^ n( j 
place when passing through * w sUl 
part of West Virginia ^ - 
him that story . says 
id GambiU haltingly tells 
he had been telling Bill, 


Ike and Taxes 
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“make the run successful from 
the cradle to the grave”. 

The "contemporary" associ¬ 
ation was a real Mountain Rail¬ 
road. one which I felt was ap¬ 
proaching a premature grave 
i,s its work being done In the 
woods of ('boat above t’aSs in 
j\., ahonta 1 otinly " as done 
Hid | track and locomotive 
was being sold for scrap. I had 
fortunately. and somewhat 
miraculously, been the engineer 
that was brave in a bit of 
legislative maneuvering that 
brought the depredation to a 
standstill until a delegation of 
legislators could look into the 
matter of preserving this ves¬ 
tige of steam for a possbile 
tourist attraction. 

Meet In Marlinton 

The day of looking into the 
matter was Saturday at Cass 
and I was invited by Legislative 
Auditor Clarence H. Koontz to 
be at the point of assemble 
at Marlinton at nine o’clock. 
I left Richuood early so that I 
c >uld drive slowly over Kenni- 
*on mountain and absorb the 
autumn beauty for which this 
drive is famous There are 
drive* more beautiful in the 
w ir.'d, I oppose, hut I have 
frver seen them The day was 
eaart.’y r.ght as to weather and 
tempe ra* urc At 7 55 1 started 
the Pocahontas side of 
*rr*r,uon and stopped here and 
to look at it all 
Cany morning vapor was rising 
thr.tre wings 
* **• lull! and the sun was 
through strong enough 
**fty enough to turn the 
M tr.sjbe the crystals 
ilMo t sr<|u.u 
ivpo of th«r« that 
,k# bright and 
rfwtw and 
IW not to 

* ‘be ssarflooM of 
froon «f *ui 



1 go thorp and after a while poverty and < 
Senator Arch Reed comes in people follov 
and wc all go to breakfast, the 1 down that t 
place now being open and bust- rung Rost gj 
ling. At one booth are Mr and One of the s* 
Mrs Koontz and at another 1 told, nte a 
is Delegate J. C. Crutkshanks. Rev. Newel 
Speaker Paulfey comes in. I told me ab- 
1 known as \ 

Ike and Taxes ' cult Rider 

there and 

Bill Sperry introduces me to And so we 
a stranger, a fellow by the ci re n. I ha> 
name of Gambill, who is a tax delightful 
| lawyer, and who stops at Bill’s . . . 

place when passing through 
I that part of West Virginia. £ ™ 

Tell him that story”, says i 
I Bill and Gambill haltingly tells 
what he had been telling Bill, f r0T Jl 
something about how President .. ‘ 

Eisenhower evades taxes by . 

renting his Gettysburg farm to , M 
George Allen and Clint Murchi-\ . y * 
son or somebody. None of it is 
clear to me, or even interesting, 
but the fellow gets to talking * l ° ry 
about how big shots play up to 
the President and he starts * 
talking about this fellow who 0 
gets invited to the White House 
and how he works the deals 
that keeps him on the invite fjl 

list. One involved a book, and 
is a story, I think, worthy of 

the prints. , 

K plans, g 

At a dinner Eisenhower spoke nection 
of a poem that he hadn’t read driver s 
in years, but would give a farm into a ] 
—or maybe a golf course — the bas 
in Georgia for if anybody could 1S in de* 
locate it. He said the poem was 
about a boy on the farm, who , 

become a wealthy man. but And 
now he wanted desperately to tv-man, 
get back to the simple ways ,$pellm| 
again. ‘The President could versity 
quote but two line* from the railfan. 
po«m That’* all he knew. who is 
This fellow who was trying to Attorne 
n *kr P;w*nho*er didn’t say a suhscrib 
•ord Soon as the dinner was Frasier 
over he got to a phone and u 

tarttfd catling book stores in 
New York He recited the L rfla i,t 0( 






Krnnison and stopped nrrr nna 
Ihrn* just to look at it all 
Karlv morning vapor was rising 
froni the prone theatre wings 
of the hills and the sun was 
coming through strong enough. 

■ turn tin* 

dru or maybe the crystals, 
of the frost, into a sequin 
spangled type of thing that 
spark>d on the bright and 
reds and oranges and 
yellow v of the leaves, not to 
gpMlr of the undertones of 
brown limbs and green of still 
green lev • es. and created with¬ 
in me the image of bespangled 
gypsy £ir> dancing in an au¬ 
rora Kloig lights What a 
wonderland this all 
ft* th 4 •? ve in the autumn 

ci*r Kcnntson. 

Th*. b . r.y of it parades and 
extends on down the countour 
cf the hill and hills to the 
green level below, whore the 
OMI hasn’t come so early, and 1 
where green dings for a few 
•ore precious minutes before 
the fatal costume, 
at*hough colorful and 
gay b ftiU the danse macabre 
<ti fttSure tha last fling before 
•fid r iA Winter holds all 
IP tkfi I fc>w become potetic. 

Mhjjt mlny jtrtn me back. I 

? and aw n e dangerously 

IT !• MWld ktMUM a totimr but! 


locate it. He said the poem was 
about a boy on the farm, who j 
hated it, and then grew up to Won< 

become a wealthy man. but And 1 r 
now he wanted desperately to tv-man. a? 
get back to the simple ways (spelling, i 
again. "The President could j versity of 
quote but two lines from the | railfan. I i 
poem. That’s all he knew. Swho is rur 

This fellow who was trying to j Attorney, 
make Eisenhower didn’t say a 1 subscriber, 
word. Soon as the dinner was Frazier of 
over, he got. to a phone and T be ^ ra j 
started calling book stores in 
New York. He recited the legislators 
quotation to each of them and wish t0 ta 
offered a ridiculous price to * h t k 
the man who could find it : can be u 
first. One was found after a crass tQ 
short time and the man char- ioT a ride 
tered a private plane to fly or per50m 
the book to Washington and 
within a short time after the 
dinner was able to say to the 
President, "Oh, by the way, I 
just happen to have with me 
the book that has that poem in 
it that you wanted . . 

Last Train from Cass 

There’s no sense in taking 
all the cars, so we double up 
and it isn’t long until we are 
at Cass. There is a crowd about 
the old steam locomotive which 
is belching out smfeke in 
proper salutation I <ec famt- 


log car fo 
go open-ai 
of the joi 

From th 
is skywarc 
we are p 
mill that 1 
and we p 
road ski. 
. yanked it 
hills bevc 
doubt gooi 
Jno greatci 
♦hen that 



>ne* too There I*. first al- m 11 could 
► avs when a steam engine is of a now d 
. h*»d u thmat puffing John KtlbWAn. t h e the world 

* **nng »« h«» Usv/ lA man. who ha* brwn row 

e -• « * i J «» t'ojog la bat for the tram » museum a 

f ittg mm Urn (Uses lion o%«r lui U * • 




i mountasn Railroad 


i belching locomotive, the last of its kind, 

) AS BAIT FOR TOURISTS, WHO HAVE FOND MEMORIES OF STEAM 

t 


oo loads of stool along 
and Pr the trai k and l am Jolted into 
• of how this train 
k \frrt Dr and its track will be like cer- 
vos of Cuam 

It j '..t> whom the Japanese slew. They, 

y.t\r the Japs, made each man dig 

: had never h:$ grave and get down on his 

knees at the edge of it, so that 
~ t uknife came down 
f I*. tie could be kicked in after 

u *. ‘ his severed head It*s like this 

r for the kind old steam loco- 

numve we arc riding. It will 
l t ' , pull up its track and haul it to 

ihr imiiinr the bottom of the hill and 

when the job is done it too 
w \ r j 4 • 8° * or scrap. Unless, of 

course, the State orders a 
stay of execution. 

Train With Smoke 

^ W# pa<i s road and the 

.*. . .. • tit toots b *iratag A u 

, t l and dtigorges its passen-! 

a breau** a train with smoke 

If something to ice. A little 

Ctrl tttti and ! remind my- 1 
***** nr if to read acme of good old 

r T«m Wolfe and I promise . my-1 
•** nrd | util Upward we go and 
m rnu colder and 1 hear 

SwlVrt aey that Poor 

“• |t dMdr and I loot about me 

IP®? * Mrf am iig| all the reel bare 
our Umr**2f aeSHipefted tbu 
ami of a«iSWt and tee disaa 
o« t (sib Aad Dki 

b*>e w«m Ui nilsetlf auSfart 
)«ial n« Oummnm aad boa 
*jim ao ratr a paste 
LA# Oaa ti«rt ha g^«e» me 



ferent shades of blue in each 
receding peak. 

1 talk with Tom Edgar's wife, 
r. charming and devoted wife. [ 
ask her how he will negotiate 
the problems of the legislature 
if he is elected. She tells me 
that there have been many 
problems but all have been 
solved and taken care of, and 
this one will. Mrs. Edgar is a 
learned and well-read woman 
and her knowledge of things 
in general is rather tremen¬ 
dous and her interest in pro¬ 
moting tourism for West Vir¬ 
ginia in general and her own 
Pocahontas in particular is al¬ 
most a passion with her. And 
Peral Buck is indeed a pas¬ 
sion. 

Her father-in-law. Tom’s fa¬ 
ther, of course, owns the old 
Pearl Sydenstricker Buck home 
at Hillsboro. Pearl Buck comes 
often to visit the place and 
in this way has become some¬ 
thing of a member of the 
Edgar family and they love 
her. Or Mrs. Tom Edgar does. 

She is the most gracious 
a oman 1 ever knew *, she told 
me “She Is kind and consider¬ 
ate. and devoid of all pretence. 
You would think she would 
tu%* the right to put on ‘ Just 
a little but she doesn't. And 
•be hat no use for people 
wbo pretend to be something 
Ibel they aren't • 

Clmeeete# el boeb 

I kNi< rt* To* u*k 







there 

■ had 


iiiurso. the State 
slay of execution. 


orders a 


Train With Smok# 

pass a road and the 


>*ht>tio toots a warning. A car 
tops and disgorges Its passon- 


: , l>< > .III .1 1 1 .nil \\ nil smoke 
u something to sec. A little 
irI waves and I remind my- 
, if to road some of good old 
rom Wolfe and I promise, my- 
x. if I will Upward we go and 
• get* colder and I hear 
Cruukshanks say that “Poor 
old t'om stock is going to freeze 
to death” and 1 look about me 
..ml see that all the rest have 
intelligently anticipated this 
^ md of w eather and are dress* 
ed in fitting garb. And Dick 
Bowman has evidently antici¬ 
pated my dumbness and has 
brought along an extra parka* 
like thing which he gives me 
and w'hich shrouds me like a 
mummy’s bandage and I never 
Nad ft *o good. 

Jvt.n KiJJoran comes up to 
rre and 1 say. “Fill me in. 
J hr. ar.d John fills me in 
and good. “This is one of the 
rrrp railroads Railroad grades 
are told in percentages. A rise 
at or.* inch per hundred feet 
.t or# percent, for instance. 

in Une roads are 
1 a half to two 


Ma 


ads. but 


Ju» 


■ r * t’ 
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most a passion with her. And 
Peral Buck Is indeed a pas¬ 
sion. 

Her father-in-law, Tom’s fa¬ 
ther, of course, owns the old 
Pearl Sydcnstrickcr Buck home 
at Hillsboro. Pearl Buck comes 
often to visit the place and 
in this way has become some¬ 
thing of a member of the 
Edgar family and they love 
her. Or Mrs. Tom Edgar does. 
“She is the most gracious 

woman 1 ever knew”, she told 
me. “She is kind and consider¬ 
ate, and devoid of all pretence. 
You would think she would 
have the right to ‘put on' just 
a little, but she doesn’t. And 
she has no use for people 
who pretend to be something 
that they aren’t”. 


Character of Pearl Buck 


I had heard that Tom took 
offense at Pearl Buck’s re¬ 
ferring to him as “half man” 

I in her book. “Nothing to it at 
i all. Tom knows what she meant. 
He knows what happened to 
i him. He isn’t a baby. As a 
matter of fact he is all man. 
He understands more than peo¬ 
ple think and he bears no 
grudges. I think he is pretty 
great”. 

And I think she is pretty 


pat too. 

We have chugged up grades 
d through autumnal foliage 
it look* like polychromatic 
cdlc point work at times, and 
lorfut* and downy gomamcr 
others, depending upon how 
9 cun chines or how the 
A dow« fait W# come to a 
rtn where cattle and cbeeP 
M e and I am told that there 
. MV* 

ik * HibuiwMO 

fkrt «*• tW ma fff . *j|J 

_ —terill m >m It * 



*<* V»in Unera. are five or nix 
«ercwnt Bui never more. Thin 
trt ii n»ne percrnt Just think 
if that, nine percent'*. 

f don't notice the climb up- 

■a m i% inM i 
do notice that the autumn 
ir>rxtor it to be xpen on all 
» and back behind ua U a 
«* ry wtth a backdrop of hills. 
Ne« u come to a switch-back. 
**d Rowell Baum, who started 
the %V'!e thing. as you will 
nr-r<tr.her if you have read the 
pal two papers, rushes up to 
tell m something. 

Switch Becks 

Therw la only one other 
•rtchbuck m the United 
tons Tbw hat to switch to 
t.r%b :Sr hill" What he means 
is kna| demonstrated The en- 
pan poll ahead and stops, the 
todk Is switched, and now it 
n jolting Instead of pushing 
! Rod ties bn! so food at all ] 
* . * *sr w.od is against us 

«l 4 *a the minute, and not 
m sks«‘< Cx'vder* from th«* 
truiA * d—ernd upon us 
44 4 *ljr an ew sad we all seek 
'hand coaorsgs. using my parka 

MMh or whwoeur they can • 

- ,t.g tiif upward gw is now 

»tif c wp and the beau- 


IS- iv »*v4 «rt lu 1 tat m the 

tMtatogtwj d taw wssaiaiai is 
****** ta. ^ .-n r i and * ados dif- 


n.. _ _ 

and through autumnal foliage 
that looks like polychromatic 
needle point work at times, and 
colorful and downy gossamer 
at others, depending upon how 
the sun shines or how the 
shadows fall. We come to a 
farm where cattle and sheep 
graze and I am told that there 
Is a cave near here, a cave 
with a subterranean waterfall 
higher than the mighty Nia¬ 
gara. “Will we see It?’* I ask 
and am told that it will have 
to wait another time. We turn 
a bend on the level, make a 
curve on the slant, then head 
for higher ground. Another stop 
and a start and the second of 
the two switch-backs has been 
met and taken. It is colder and 
the air is stronger, like a wine, 
and I wish there were more 
along to drink it all in with 
me. and share it and to toss 
the dregs of contentment back 
to grow and multiply for 
.others I now see what it would 
mean, this railroad, to hundreds 
of people who have never gone 
up the side of a West Virginia 
mountain, by foot or rail, and 
I think how lucky the state is 
that Russell Baum came to us 
before the tricks were taken 
up and ilerted us sleepy people 
There u more beauty, beauty 
of white jutting rocks from the 
■ode. tree* of all colors. Ami 
there's a deep red here. P^k 
Hu* man brings it at a step. 
iTwirt It Page 141 


IL TAKE A RIDE BEHIND A SMOKE BELCHING LOCOMOTIVE, THE LAST 
E STATE S BUYING THE RAILROAD AS BAIT FOR TOURISTS, WHO HAVE » 


r*! rc qudr lecher- t»on And there arc others. Dick 
• h<rd f »! \.tuntf Bowman, whom I know and Dr 
* «hofUk|»fn Ftank Callendar of the Green 
•j.xr no mind all Hank observatory "Meet Dr. 
r «uih ihe hard -to* Phillip Newell”, somebody says 
Loner of the fender and I shake l 
mb I mtcl at • cri ^ r " horn 1 have heard 
k f the aj* much about but had never 

v in Mar Litton, is mr! 

:f who is Strangely enough I learned 
front of the place about Rev Newell Presbyter¬ 
ian pastor at Greenbank. when 
-<■ •j wr nt to New York that time 
r s "+ ~ to check the Big City for its 
l*d after a while poverty and depressed areas of 
l /«»e* in people following the dressing¬ 

s'***-*** the down that the Saturday Eve- 
BfRpBB «wd hw«f ttthf Pott gave West Virginia 
> *•* v- jsid One of the social workers there 
:t*4 *| S' *her told nfe about Greenback's 
| C Cfd tah—ha Rn Newell And others had 
f ' sb told me about him, how he is 


known at the Hot rod ding Cir- 
».< •**«« • R der in a Jaguar He was 

^ 'thoro and to was hts Jaguar 

®®5®**** And to wore hit wife and chit- 


* v v» ff *rti | hate nr ter met a more 
* * u "lMUfrlf*l family 

ir -rrm Aj* »Wt* «*r» thm 

W,. . »< ** !«.#< »• Ton I 4{»f for 

• «• • rt " fjrt ** !*• " »»■•*•< •* 

M MMk k*» - MWM 

hmi i ,i,j t. H* s 
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We see loads of steel 
the track and I am joltec 
the thoughts of how this 
and its track will be lik 
tain of the natives of 
whom the Japanese slew, 
the Japs, made each m; 
his grave and get down 
knees at the edge of it, i 
when the big knife came 
he could be kicked in 
his severed head. It’s li] 
for the kind old stean 
motive we are riding, 
pull up its track and ha 
the bottom of the b 
when the job is done 
will go for scrap. Un 
course, the State 01 
stay of execution. 

Train With Smo 

We pass a road i 
whistle toots a warrui* 
tops and dt gorges iU 
gets because a train wii 
it something to see 
girl wises and 1 ren 
self to read some of 
Tom Wolfe and I pro 
Iffir | wttt. Upward "< 
it get* colder and 
t Cr^ kthiskt *ey th 
old Csattwl is going 

\o ' *tui I *«** 

M« (MI ail (Jw 






i nil Rulor In a d.i ,u *'" J* 1 ' whistle toots a w»i 

there and m> was ht • H stops and disgorge* 
\nd so were h.s wife and chllI- KeI Vbecau.e a trail 
dten I have never met a mon * 50(nething l0 

delightful family. girl waves and I 

\n«l there were others then- to read some 

Vthr station Tom Edgar, for jom Wolfe and I 
m«tance Tom is running for * € h \ will. Upwai 
House of Delegate* (Democrat) lt gets colder 
trom Pocahontas He i* the j Cruickshanks sa: 
half man" that Pearl Buck Q \& Comstock is | 
describes In her chapter on l0 death" and I 
Hillsboro (her birthplace! in aIK j sec that all 
Mv Many World*". Tom Edgar 'intelligently ar 
left hi* "other half", his two j^nd 0 f weather 
legs in Europe There’s a e< | \ n fitting gJ 
ctnrv there, which I haven’t Bowman has e 
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B in , e »vp .omr order* in con • , '’ hn 
^lion »»lh them and ratted » a " tl *°°f 
^vpf .nd h-d him«**U loaded " 7 *; « n ""jv 

Vr .* 1 ™ m - "• ^sus 

u indeed * m*n Now mo * Mail 

from one and 

Wonderful People percent Some 

\rd I met Dive Bond the n ° f Mam Unet 
,ir man and Urry Fellur. ^cent But . 
. ugh) who I* a t ru- “ m "*J" 

, cf«:!r Of Virginia atudent and ®* ‘k* 1 - nm * I 
ratlfan I met Robert Jacobin. i don't noth 
wbo t* running for Proeecutmg ward because 
Mtonwy. and who became a do nonce \h 
*ubi< fiber And I met Dr. C art sp.endor u tc 
jYaa*r of WVU. aides and bad 

n. ,„i. u "-h '««» ij“ 

• r mountain* and g.'e the Ru*kU B 

>gt*Uton and all other* who wj*>!e th 

•»* *• ■**• ** * JJJ3 remember if } 

J .Mt hind 0< ride a tourut ^ ^ 

ra® be lake®. If M i*®^ , t « m jomet 

(t«w io apeak ®f taking towtott 
•* a ride There »• a cab®**®. s„,kj 

u pel—l ear foe the weak 
,_t u, aide-raUmged TV re I* 
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• gow - ten oe •• •• "" * . 

» ..nd af.«f » „**. to .peak of taking tourists 

i4 ih» »«» * h * ? for a ride Ther* »* a caboose, 
pieoe I* At uf personnel far for th** weak 
•«* and an opon air. aido-raiiingcd 
ii • - « ,k< -.or car for lb» sturdy "« »•■ 

Mr a Ml I* l«f ih« Aral ihank 

IlH d* *■&•* lof tko Journoy. 

» r-.m tho very s«,:t - ' ' 

£■" U rfi>-.anl In a minute or so 
W»** • • • ^ the old Mower| 

mill that ha* sawed dJ la* l'’? 
>o»l oc paaa up the oA rat.- 
^4 bidder that has 

_ _ op naked it* l**' ln s Jro °* !l * 

,,J ... 4 ve are hill* berood-but 

rape o v;;- 

: #:• » -fn 1 * * 

I ••■' r?:'W-d»»a •! • ' •. ; 

n, ,-..v : • -Vi - **>» ■ 

M, „ • ik • 

a **,,* ' » • - > 

. — •• ■ -V. 

«M t1i> U-: *'< 

.. . »■-• a*MMbi., - * • 

. ««ui ... 


the whole t 
remember If 
past two pai 
tell me som 


Swi 


i m* w 

»« M 


"There It 
switch-back 
Stater. Thu 
climb the h 
la being dei 
Cine pull a! 
track is s* 
1 u pulling 
And this I 
because th< 
and all th 
so minute, 
smokestack 
lAe dirty i 
head cover 
hood, and < 
chjeto or 
find. The 
i»it dona 

ty at the 
,tu to loo 

backdrop 

MM 





PAGE FOUKTEEN 


Chickened Out 

t *#nd» along Ihil 
will find enclosed a 
Biaon, S. O. tolling 
d Thought ptrhtpt 
par Thu man loft 
h many of tho old 


T To Buy Or Not To Buy a Railroad poeahonus was u> tuv 

' ' m ns midst. 

(From Pago 10) and arrived at a feast for the I’auley told how glad the 

* This rod is the berries of moun gods • and me They have a to he there and said i 
lam ash and Dick brings it trick too with mashed potatoes the following Sunday (. 
aboard and the women squeal and gravy and coffee, which Is 30) the group would i 
for some to take homo as it served in enormous tin cups. Charleston for a deci 
stays red in Ihe winter and the j 11 is food that calls for the whether or not the 
berries don’t drop. Dick is the purest of devotion and 1 give would be recommended 

life of the party now. all I've got. And my dinner chase by the state. 

I move from t.lace to Diace companions aren't slouches el The ride back El 

onT t e ra[rTnd P I meet E” ther al P utt “* th * 8lUff *** about what a doctor c 

people. Meet Walter Gt>od. 1 . would prescribe. Ah- 

, .ini told. Walter Good has run a To P of ° ,d Ba,d Y m a field we saw t 


nsiled recently 
late. West Vir- 
th hi* brother 
re financial aid 
two men have 
ilf Bullion do! 
rkson Medical 
Pborche. the 
f the Dorset! 
fed at Spear- 
pies Home at 
Beonett-Clark- 


v am told. Walter Good has ™ i Top of Old Ba.dy * a field we saw t 

locomotive on this railroad for Outside there Is talk of this 
r 32 years ”1 retired last year " and thal un til the return of ^fcaddlac and w 
* he said And I am told to meet lhosc who wen t to Bald Knob. hls Cadl “ ac 
, Sam Silverstein. I had heard j mee j Mr. and Mrs Ted Riffe. fascinated as this w 
of him He had bought the road and w e. Blackhurst. author took the pasture i 

■ for scrap. 1 expected an old of -R ldc rs of the Flood”, the £ tick strides going 

, man with beard But he is book a b 0 ut this very place, and ?nd r0U nd about, j 

>oung and agreeable looking. his wife . i la ik to the various had been told l0 

legislators about the possible | 

Ghost Town of Spruce purchase. Senator Reed thinks & . 

, the idea is good and Herb He too, 1 think, 

Robert Jacobson points and Schupbac h j s carried away with purchase of that 

.isks me if I see ''bat I am to .. aU B owma i> W as sold. 1 r could divert a 
,ee * as once J c l own of ih ink, before the trip "as lion irom him. 
Spruce, a town with 1500 souls. th ht of Harry Pauley said 

’■‘bo :o?ced and made paper ^at the state should . 

■ - W,-,t Virginia Pulp and right ,„e top of Bald 

Maryland^ Knob Ba.d Knob by ,h« way. «| 

ir only a few feet under Spruce l 


ami ogwaa Herbert 

perature 

at Spruce was 45 be- 

•r# f*an ago at a 

low* 1 a 

i\k about Spruce now 


What t« 

there’ Nothing. 1 am 


told No 

thing, but a building 


or two 

Another ghost in the 

****** tiw Wart 

Wo roi 

»ch the top of the hill 

| tHn tm. 

• M] Kop 

A coal car and some 1 

p„ 1. > |f 1 ^ |f% 


can aro near There 

feaNTwO) tB w a 


ril of food from one of 

itnaa. io| Mnganal 

tho hot 

con and 1 follow my 

0*4 (wiUUM (U) 

MM (ill 


a4 tmC r» n«w4 1*^ 

o*. battli 

n of boko boant pana 


guai to 

> IU14 Kfu»b which la 

M 0*4 «* w *0 * *oc 

woof ofl 

Ml iwlnf down upon 

1 OartMa tea ig« 

1|M hw * 

Oaotaa awld of t*reei» 



each one said, but I think 
every member of the investi¬ 
gating group saw immense 
possibiliteis for the railroad as 
a tourist attraction. 

End of tho Lino 


The trip 
uneventful 
Iholr head 
rioted car 
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MO M M tl 
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. I . 1 ^ lie *«id And I am told t., 

r to Rivr financial ant Sflm sil V <*»-?fte*ln 1 had heard 
nd The two men have I f Mm Hc hnd bought the road 
nr a half million doi ^ scrap. I expected an old , 
the Clark«on Medical mJ|n wKh beard But he U | 
■t Belle Fourche the , , grera bl« looking 

wing of the Domett ■ ' * 

H.2TS oh -' t ~" •' s ”'" £ * 

» the Bennett-t'lark Robert Jacobson points and 
a! in Rapid City, a \, sks mc jf i see What I am to 
Fund to South Da was once the town of 

>:tege at Brookings, spruce, a town with 1500 souls. 
11 » Teachers Col who Jogged and made paper 

•arfj»h In appreci.1 r or west Virginia Pulp, and 
s intrre't in educa w j, 0 repairo.! the cars and 
irrcus coninhutions. rnK | ncs of Western Maryland. 

Humanities degree "jp the winter of ’ 1B the tern- 
•tv.: upon Herbert p^rature at Spruce was 45 be* 


those who went to Bald Knob, his Cadillac and w< 
I meet Mr and Mrs. Ted llirfe. fascinated as the w r 
and W E. Blaekhural. author took the pasture it 
of "Riders of the Flood", the Utick strides, xoinu 
book about thin very place, and 1 and . . * 

his wife. I talk to the various 1 * . . , 1 

legislators about the possible had bc<sn loW '° 

purchase. Senator Heed thinks 8° od »how lor then 

the idea is good and Herb He too. 1 think, 
Schupbach is carried away with purchase ot that 

| it all. Bowman was sold. I j t cou i<i divert a 
I think, before the trip was lintl , .. 

thought of. Harry Pauley said 
! he felt that the state should 
own it right to the top of Bald X 


I r» m-j-' ago at j j ow ” i as k about Spruce now. 
pe commencement what is there 9 Nothing. 1 am 
told. Nothing, but a building 
honor* hat* come ( W0 . Another ghost in the 
recent years. but hill$ 

L>untless We reach the top of the hill 

•*>« in <h* a " d ^°P A coal car A"*™™ 

riark. oW box cars arc near rherc 

• rinrmiitr m nr<v ^ the smeil of food from one of 

ir.d m J?cal tht bo , x cars - and ' f 0 ‘i°l.T 
-a rw«itfi»« that nose Inside are pans of chick- 

faJ «n iv«f fo kcUles d( bakc beans ' panS 

• ,n - ,or of hoi rolls. Them is talk of 

going to Bald Knob, which is 
t and world wide near, and looking down upon 
Clarfciea has \mt the Pocahontas world of C,roen 
wrxa Europe the bank and beyond, but a colored 
arui Vct.ro twice boy tells me it is time to eat 
a cow&anal memory and I turn down this trip to 
w.*a Mr Clark ton pay my stricter devotion to the 
latr of aMMatn 1 eulmery efforts of Mr SiTvor- 
ilfmi cook s 1 'it down with 
•r m !A* iobby ot Tom Edgar and his wife, and 
•so;#. uatefciAf thr Arch Reed and Carl Gainer and 
» W i-kj and Bob Jacobson and Rev. Newell, 
aait about Whoever the cook is. hc knows 
bow to take a dead chicken 


i Knob. Bald Knob, by the way, , 

1 is only a few feet under Spruce ! 
j Knob, highest ground in the 
J state. I don’t remember what | 
each one said, but I think j 
every member of the Investi¬ 
gating group saw immense 
possibiliteis for the railroad as 
la tourist attraction. 


End of the Line 


The trip back to Cass was 
uneventful. The legislators got 
their heads together in the 
closed car with the cheerfully ! 
burning stove, and decided to 
accept Dr. Calendar's invita¬ 
tion to come to the club room 
at the observatory for a little 
confab over sandwiches. 


That club room is as snazzy 

3 S all get nut. Ted Riffe made 

a Utile talk about how glad 


betimes yearn to share the 
mountain man’s blissful soli¬ 
tude, dose to nature? 


s With Judge On Hillbilly Decision 
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1 4mm. vkl drag racm and j 
IdnafeM dfttwra, and with tin- » 

itbt»Mftd«Ad-0*« other ant. 
\mtm W urban and •uburban j 
ptm mUk Judge Ruark j 

Or hQlbdJy It la I 


533 


GAUIEY 

Louitt McNaill 

S4.00 

Hillbilly Bookshop 

RICNWOOO 



Sanitar 


Ice (ri 



GREENBI 








Railroad 

d at a for the 

ind mr Thfjr have a 
:th mashed potatoes 
>rvd toffee, vtuch Is 
r%n»ou* tin cups, 
till calls for the 
Irvoooa and I five 
t And my dinner 
sna^ slouches et- 
m* tke stuff away 


w* OM Bakfy 

(>re» u talk of Iho 
54. rttorc of 
Mtf Us Bskl Knob 
Wm Ted HJtt 
BUsIkant MtbN 
. Ike 

v.: »<fv ptLare and 
; i fl| 11* rarvoos 
.Inn-' ».S^ 

Band tiaak* 
£m*£ sad flesb 
<»fra4 teey **k 

*** *** I 

't >« t.f, • 


U» id kftil 
tt* **♦ 


OCTOBER 29, 1960 

Pocahontas was to have this 
delation in its midst. Harry 
Pauley told how glad they were 
to be there and said that on 
the following Sunday (October 
30 1 the group would meet in 
Charleston for a decision on 
whether or not the railroad 
would be recommended for pur¬ 
chase by the state. 

The ride back to El Poco wag 
about what a doctor of tourism 
would prescribe. Ahead of us 
m a field we saw the unmis¬ 
takable white bobbing of a 
deer s tail Carl Gainer stopped 
hii Cadillac and we watched 
IfcfdMted as this wild creature 
look the pasture in his pogo- 
itick strides going in and out, 
and round about just as if he 
had been told to “put on a 
food aboor for them legislators ’, 
lie too. I think, favored the 
pefthoa* of that train, maybe 
- divert a bit of alien- 
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WHAT’S HEW AT CASS? 


State’s largest tourist s|x>t 
finally getting some necessary 
improvements and there are mare 


Exterior of Com Country Store. Charleilon entrepreneurs ore behind this facility. 


BY WILLIAM C. BLIZZARD 


is available. 


Oo Jest IS, WT tourist* traveling 
the Cbm Scenic Roll road on it* find. 
putV ran disraMrwl a pleasant fuel: 
Aa utrartted. the Shag locomotive 
(•.lilac th* ran «u a genuine antique. 

HU Cm r-w alas ebcowrrd an unpleas- 
ms fact Tartt •*eeecuM»U!»na at Cm* 
nn ya a aa saL*jt* as the ;M>rnoH Shay 
TU otj, •«, you could get a hot meal was to 
U AS >« «wn (cod and rosst U m the loeo- 

Local dart* women helped out might- 
By win pun cakes, aad sandwicher, but de¬ 
mand Ulra outstripped supply and tbo unhap¬ 
py burn aaa Hi with nothing man nourish- 







*bat is now a major West Virginia tourist .1- 

^rvurstlaff a railroad on a shoestring led 10 
snm^naddeninj incaknls J^vr^ 

nearly catastrophe*. For inrtanc^ a «_»-> 
ington, D. C.. newspaper sent ) n a * ri " 
who gave ample and av ^ W ° 
r,,, ana ins sjory prompted many wastung 

Wei* Virginia. This wan weiland gwd. ££ 
a locomotive ncle broke al the tune o* »eir 

The accident injured no one. but il dkl pul 
the railroad out o ( business uuUl a ow sale 
was located, which look no short se«<*J• 
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j\» «ovarlu«o> uie aimy locomotive 
|H,llinK the cars was n genuine antique. 

Bu t Caa® visitors also discovert un unpleas¬ 
ant fact: Tourist accommodations at Caw 
were Just as antique ns the IWiO-model Shay. 
The only way you could gel a hot meal wns to 
brin*T your own food and roost it in the loco¬ 
motive firebox. 

Lucid church women helped out might¬ 
ily with pies, cakes, and sandwiches, but de¬ 
mand often outstripped supply and the unhap¬ 
py tourist was left with nothing more nourish¬ 
ing than food for thought. 

In Cass, toilet facilities of the man made va¬ 
riety were limited to those at Uie end of the 
un and in the old CAO depot 
If vou wished to wash away the soot and 
len« accumulated during the two hour train 
ride, there was plenty of running water —no 
washrooms, just running water. You had a 
choice of Leatherbark Creek or the Greenbrier 
River. . , 

The nearest motel or hotel accommodations 
were 10 miles away at the hamlet of Boyer 

(pronounced "Bowyer”) 1.origin# eoulrt he 
bad there at Van’s Motel, but the eight rooms 
at Van’s were likely to be filled, and the little 
motel boasted no dining room or lunch coun¬ 
ter. The nearest place where you could buy 
* a hot meal, in fact, was at Marlinton, about 
40 miles away. 

The net result of those several inconveni¬ 
ences was that visitors motoring home after a 
long, hot day at Cass were nearly always sun¬ 
burned, sooty, cinder covered, hungry, irrita¬ 
ble. thirsty and dog-tired. 

The fact that 5,354 paying customers never- 
thfb-s* rode the Cass Scenic Railroad during 
the first five weeks of operation in 1963 is a 
flowing tribute to the hardihood of the Amer¬ 
ican tourist and the fanaticism of the railroad 
buff 

There has been a steady advance in rail- 
rood patronage, by the way. since the Shays 
began puffing in their new role at Cass. Paid 
fare* for 1965 show more than 18 per cent in- 
crra.v over a comparable period in 1964. 

Karly adverse conditions at Com wore in 
pert due to the deaire of Pocnhontas-Counly 
ntiima and the Department of Natural Rc- 
aMjrrae < ahirti own* the railroad, effects n.v 
wrvated with tt. and contiguous land) to get 
^ * «®Mro®d aUrted dunn,; the West 

f *t>MilaJ year That goal was ac- 
u *~ d In the siring of 

‘ combed. It* shoelace* 
^ Wttnilut suoty ahiittall 

Ceae vw* Ultimately aaon 
rfrusda. all hough 

Ik* Ifcva/tmeol at 

slowed pt ** 


rr° -«•*«r -- 

iiiKton, D. n th. rmilr 

wmmm 

. . . . present, alt 

the rnPro-ln^ 00 onc ’ but & did put Whittaker, 
out of business until a new axle die run nov 
w,i8 located, which took no short search (a The *ccti 
lucky find made Uie search shorter). Prob- bt! 'mprove 
ably more important Uinn the temporary halt Cas6 Wl11 » 
!" H opcratlon s was the adverse- impression tor l,vur1 ^ 
made upon the long-suffering visitors from complete t 
the nation’s capital. tive repair 

It appears that at long last the lean days pa ^U lar 
a , t .^ as f i about over, and residents of the die ei 

old mill town doubtless feel that it’s none t*> bra,ls wrtl 
5 00 "-. diree years from Uie time the ?i >^UC . < L ^0, 

Scene Railroad idea was hatched by the Cass St £* C u W !’ 
Planning Committee until the first passengers J?** 1 
were hauled. Anri, before track gets laid and n as 

earth gets moved, it will have taken more 
than two years for federal Area Redevelopment _.? U 
Administration funds to be put to work at At pELer 

Two years ago, the ARA was thinking of pStm 
granting the Cass Scenic Railroad over half- right^f-v. 
a-million dollars to extend the rails to the top will be t 
of Bald Knob (elevation, 4,852 feet), and ira- Bald Km 
prove existing facilities. But the grant was de- Ultima 
layed by protests from the National Radio As- lodge sk 
tronomy Observatory at nearby Green Bank, mit of B 
The scientists with the big metal ears had availabli 
built a listening post to the universe\at Green that. 
Bank because the area was as quiet as a Down 
moon crater at midnight. there ha 

"No indeed,” said they, “ we don’t want noisy since th 
trains and noisy people with their noisy aii- owned 
mobiles. It’ll ruin our reception.” sprung 

The observatory officials said it might be of rafln 
all right to keep the Cass Scenic Railroad, but You r 
the access road would have to be relocated, hot me. 
The access road happens to be W. Va. 28, a has ren 
primary highway. it the 

The State Road Commission screamed tractive 
about that. "Can't do it!” said Burl Sawyers, ample 
"It would cost millions!” which! 

There was a deadlock which was finally You : 
broken by Sawyer’s suggestion that part of Cass l 
W. Va. 7, not \V. Va 2S. be relocated. W. Va. of the 
7 is a secondary road that connects W. \*3. lumber 
2* with Cass, about six ratios distant. The sug- houses 
grstion was accepted by federal authorities, rest ro 
and the intersection of W. Va 7 ami 2S is _*"* ’ 
being moved about a ntfle south of it* present 1 

hwflw. c .iter ui 

This utvolvrs building one and threMenths roaaj 
mile* of new highway, and the job should be decorat 
done by thia fall U u to bo hoped that the * 



lh<> railroad work will ho received Au- 
exist 17. It hi probable, however, that no ma- 
" j" v * to jor work will bo done until next spring. 

*5* , v '^ tnv . What will bo done with the ARA grant? 

First, the Cass SceJiic Railroad will be extend- 
I ,.vvt nniil Oil four miles, to Iho top of Rnld Knob, a nenrly 
-/• so. This will make the ride twice as long as at 

present, although there will still be a stop at 
. . .. , , Whittaker, the place on the mountain where 

but It did pUt ^ now emls 

xl a I J ow h ftv!o The section of railroad that now exists will 
art xwcoti bo improved. Railroad shops on Uie line near 
lortrr). 1’rvb- Caga wiu ^ rcnova ted and probably opened 
•mpxan mm f or tourist inspection. These shops, which have 
c impre ssion complete tools and facilities for steam-loco- 
1 ,M ’ N ri>m live repair, arc curiosities in themselves, with 
L , , particular appeal to railroad enthusiasts, 

be lean days \ t the end of the line atop Bald Knob, hiking 
jxhT.ts of the trails will be prepared through a beautiful 

'• 5 rH ' r>0 spruce forest, and an overlook will be con- 

the time the structed. The panorama from this overlook, 

by the x ass which 1 have seen, is destined to become 

C passengers known as a beauty spot of the East, 
lets laxi and At the present terminus, a plateau on the 
Jr!? side of the mountain, about 40 acres of land 

development will be acquired by the state, if all goes well, 
to work at At present, riders of the Cass Scenic Railroad. 

disembark and may, if they wish, frolic or 
•htnkmc of picnic on and around part of a 12-mile, 60-foot 
1 o%*t b^lf- right-of-way now owned by the state. There 
is io the top will be toilets and picnic areas at the top of 
< ■ *ad lm- Bald Knob and also at the lower stop, 
arc was de- Ultimately, Cass enthusiasts dream of a 


be lean days 
Mfants of the 


by the Cass 
( passengers 
lets laid and 
tabs more 
development 
to work at 

tuakmg of 
i over half- 
15 to the top 
ft), and im- 
ant was de- 


4 Radio As- lodge, ski trails and.other frills near the sum- 
i«eo Bark nut of Bald Knob, but the half million dollars 
kl ears had available from ARA at this time won’t cover 
M* at Green that. 

a Down in the valley at the present time, 
there have been many pleasant improvements 
w*.-: at*.. -Mice the summer of 1963. Several privately 
’ ar.*ijr aa owned and operated establishments have 
■prufi* up to cater to the more obvious needs 
■l^l be of railroad patrons. 
tArwwd bat You no longer have to travel 40 miles for a 
rHarated hot meal. J. M. Kane Jr., a Cass merchant, 

Ya a a hat renovated a C4C dining car and named 
.t the Shay Inn Air-conditioned and at- 
amMMd Ir a ctive ly furnished. the Shay Inn is an cx- 

I of creative thinking, an operation 
»■ h fits in perfectly with its setting. 

m fs-i •« Yew rr.a> alio get something to cat at tlic 

I I pill of 

aft V \* if the i mm Country Store, a huge, restyled 

ft* lk V* * 'itnymny Mora building which also 

L TWr Mg haiai a tods fountain, benches for the weary, 
m* rni icM&t and many souvenir stands 
soft M m IU < **s Country Mors complex is. like the 
ft* F'xft '*-*r Ian a privately owned devtftonment 
. to |MkctM at |)m> state owned rail- 

kwindu ivsd It is UsuugMfuOy and tastefully painted, 
ahmftft far ftKwroMd. Uftpftsd and arrsnfted 
d Mua Um ft IL ftkoriWst * ftddUI. Mu^mn. MM «f 


uu>pxxuuu. 

A Civil-War Museum, opened last year by 
Mr. and Mrs. Kyle Neighbor, is near the 
Blackhurst taxidermy exhibit. It features 
“pcnwrilten'’ records, letters and grants a 
century old, including Civil-War payrolls. 

There are many weapons of the Lincoln era, 
and other bric-a-brac not closely connected 
with the Civil War, such as a genuine West 
Virginia moonshine still. 

There arc no overnight accommodations in 
Cass, and Van's Motel, about 10 miles distant 
yet affords die nearest lodging. But six miles 
north of Boyer is a new motel, The Hermitage 
at Bartow. Opened only this April, The Hermit¬ 
age (not to be confused with another inn of 
the same name at Petersburg, in Grant Coun¬ 
ty) offers eight single rooms and 12 doubles 
and the only modern restaurant in the area. 

Around Marlinton, about 40 miles away, 
are several new, modern, motels. Or, those 
who plan to visit Cass might consider stay¬ 
ing overnight in or near Elkins, which has 
many motels and hotels to fit all budgeLs. 1 
have found the trip from Elkins to Bartow, and 
thence to Cass, a fast, pleasant, scenic drive, 
leaving U. S. 219 at Huttonsville and taking 
U. S. 250 through the hills until it intersects 
W. Va. 28 between Thom wood and Boyer. 

Suicide Cave, or Cass Cave, a spectacular 
cavern with an internal waterfall 100 feet high, 
has not yet been opened to the public. No 
work, in fact, appears to have been done on 
this natural tourist attraction, although private 
capital is said to be interested. One of the 
landowners, according to rumors around Cass, 
is being difficult. 

On the railroad itself, there are now three 
Shay engines in operating condition. And the 
bullhorn that train guide W. E. Blackhurst 
formerly used has been replaced by a more 
efficient loudspeaker system. It would be a 
good idea for arrangements to be made to 
protect train passengers from sudden sum¬ 
mer showers. You might carry a raincoat, 
just in case. 

And bring along a sweater or light coat 
Ihc summer sun is hot at Cass, but the air 
can get cool during mornings and evenings. 

A free word of advice to the Department 
of Natural Resources, or anyone else at Cass: 
I*ut up highway signs giving the location of 
the Cass Scenic Railroad, and how to get 
there Make these signs big. make them ex¬ 
plicit, and place them on all major highway 
approaches. 

If you are running a business that depends 
uikmi highway trade, it is wise to assume that 
all tourist* have poor eyesight, no memories, 
and don't read English wdL You'll be wrong, 
of course, but It’s better to be theoretically 
pour and practically right than the * b 

■round. 
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Soda fountain in country store. Rest rooms are at extreme right. 
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Soda fountain in country store. Rest rooms are at extreme right. 
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THE WONDERFUL 
IRON HORSE SHAY 

Built for mountain climbing, it's slou>, 
might} slew on the oi-erland nips. 

BY WILLIAM C. BLIZZARD 


TH- sear I hr Elkina F..rr.« F«lUA *£*■' 
planned b> twin anil ili'-inal nr ft her. 1 ‘ “ R w v—J Dp.a'mdi •. 

■ • gg»JE ” *** 

l>y <»ir the powerful ht'lr U'lUjni: ^ , rar . urmK «. ha.' t«- —a d hr r 

locomol .-ulmim all the « under- | n . onr oj the Caw Shay, le Fifties (or in 

fill Iroivll.v.. Slta>. Forest Festival, wbrt tee pubiie stwia b. 

I hi. it e the it 1W v.a> F -d.val m (Co* pas- treated to short rhiMtor >n ,.i iir-T* <Vi 

arng.rs. despite * old and peta'M.rt rain. era* a happy ««e: TbeSNe. - a ««> » 

r aid no rn le lake >1 mi rale* behind the ao drreTa Who became the hr! . ..< the ball 
ft »a> l.x.i tuiutr or Mtll<|tti .H »■ V .U* I« „ 

er.li.ard>.: «. .-a B.,H Kiel, .r a. Cm* Seen- ar.etor the U*5 Ukma Fo- 
ic Rail, tab Although the rone.ufcle aealher lit* Department at Natural 
may have halved the number <d pay ag «- c« '» *uT, 

^ ^ "• o ^,ir U ,« 

It »** d ffkidl not to notice the hxemotive, a* the Shay o “dOM. 

(or Its ihrill ami penetrating Hcam whistle <>■>’ w,i *f»- ^ >>0, ! t .. l * 0 ..t > ”a 
herd more eardrums and cleared mote sinus- Ret.- acco rapend ed ShsyHo Jj ~ 

« m three day. than could be inspected by JVs^^tSgrfOeT 

a dm. n otolaryngologist* .a a year of pr-r- b-ill ss» jhovd 
tlee. How do you isoore a (estival attraction The / ,d ^ 

with a sort <4 built-in calliope which . an be Mops tor the l«cmotn.^ n«t thc p-£♦«»* 
hear.! I.r live mile*? You don't, rapcvhlly >1 atm * n “^"Jd Ta» ^oitTsO 
Dm call tip.- ha* only cnc rote. or. .,1. mod tar 'orger .n-vnanbed^rd I »a* rtewt ^ 
There urere thooe who. i. seil-driwue. haa’ed getting e 

out mid-winter ear muds; otV - n-.rei, n-it- ***» •'»'L rau,n '- d ' 

ted lien teeth in silent pretest a-ain't the tn t.- h4d .. artrf the tr„ 


, . hr,,) at the Bit in.. IlnWt 1 me dwrdW . 

somethin'* ten. th*. tail thrt«■£*•« 
those who stayed all the wa, with »• 


the pnearnce Z a. «y time of Wr« “ 

the year Informed source* num-tr that not ed tor oThHUt i ampin * nugaito. 

■i*rc tuar <0 ol Ihr o’.d stc*« locomoUvrS ex- k«. W • r«irirj!«*r -!w d 
ist m tie Vo,led States tela;, and f.w uMheae ^LlrtmeSnrol TYrSns Magaime 
are am knger able to shake rail!., and roll maiuitini^editor ol irem , k ^ , 

HwTd such a rare anlwue happer. to be haul- abiitMt^boo. ■ rt may lav 

in* p»j-serge! • In whmadu, rp *e Foievt Fes- j££ , rf 0, * a| Ur sb^ ., ,|w lartejjj; 

" d'happvmvd partly Uvav. -unew belen*- 1* "’““'J *^JJ S ,'od^° *t'» “mu..-' 
in, to the llr. ¥ .b l «>:-■ -i Vl. t.nn »* F W „ U) yj ornl lour aW 

MarvUnd Ksilroa-J* eust ' *“ , n West Virginia, '-xir iwousa reh. 

Elhins Four S»ta> entjmc* at . <.«*. >>«; d« £ a» a <««- 

m 6 the summer mooUw they .the — thm one » ^ caZZTTB ** 
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THE WONDERFUL 
IRON HORSE SHAY 

Built for mountain climbing, it’s slou 1 , 
mighty slou> on the overland trips. 

BY WILLIAM C. BLIZZARD 


This year the Elkins Forest Festival, operate - * snort ar,d pulf on Uie Cass Scenic Bah 
plagued bv riin ami dismal weather, r°«d, *•»*■ *»*>» J'* ul j n * 38 J 67 toyu>» « 
wJ! pulled out of the slough of despond * BlM Knok tw ,our « 

l,y one of tile powerful little logStihg so**™ h ad the Idea ot bring 

locomotives admirers call the Wonder- one - c ,| u* Casa Shays to Elkins lor it* 
ful Iron-Hosw Shay. Forest Festival, vrber> the public would la 

During the three-day Festival over 4,00a pas- treated to short rides lor a small lee. The Wee 
aencers, despite a cold and persistent ram, was a happy one: The Shay was a sooty Cin 
paid money to lake short rides behind the 80- dereUa who became the belle ot Ibe halt 
ton Shay locomotive, an antique vehicle which It was deeded to repeal the Shay pern, 
ordinarily chugs up Bald Knob on the Cass Seen- ance for the 19S5 Elkins Forest Festival, «m 
ic Railroad Although the miserable weather the Deportment of Na tural 
may have halved the number ot paying ms- owns lhe Shays, tavtmTi 

I.™,,. Ib> Ikfc aw ra»b»d »SK»« »■ "* £££“£ 

u was tJJlicUi not to notiw Ibe lottoootite. oo (lie Shov sbimni 

ssSSswms&iS s 

ted their teeth in silent protect, gam* to ^ ^ start ctl Ibe trip 0* 

dawn-to-dark steam-siren symphony. But most mfe* (Viidi line, dwindled U 

people accepted the locomotive whtstleasa Camtod, « W « ^ ^ 

£ad nuisance indicative of ■ strong benetit, JgLdS the way with the Shay, 

and were glad the Shay was us town. th«* “•'TV, ^ Mrs. Violet 

Few towns in the United States can beast of to* cf HUni; Mrs. Mafcd Fretw.ll ot 
,u,-. nrevence of a Shay engine at any time ol Snedvgar or , |r e v«uHcn 0 f Milwau 

the year. Informed sources estimate that not ^Better Camping magarno 

mme than 40 of the old steam locomouves e^ kee £££«. .!» of Milwaukee 

ist in the Uai'od States today, and few oftos* and iwse ry M.gaiine. 

“ta«« «We •• ^ke. ratUe ; to »mlie trip from ; 

sdSbrassscMK aaatfsawsjvj. 

“u'Lppem-l parily because^atl£*• 

- » ussy Srssff <“ 

Four Shav engine* are at Cass. 


Elkins. Four Shay en R“ u * * re ..v. lhrw . 
ing the summer months they (to three 


tn Wc« v£ta£ NartliCnroltaa ^ 
SUNDAY GAZETTE-MAj 




2m 























rovft “waved like crosy" when frain passed. 


After long (timewise) haul, Shay pulU 


into Elkins at dgik. 


were the fteiatw and the Climax 
The lest Hefeler. a locomotive invented l>y a 
Corne'.l engineer named Charles Heisler, w..s 
manufactured In l!Hl and Climax went out 

of business in 1929 

The Shay and its unlit,lurs differed frori con 
ventkmal .‘team locomotives in thru they were 
designed to haul heir.; loads on steep grades 
Called "geared" engines, as opposed to gen¬ 
eral-purpose, main-line locomotives which 
used connecting rods Iroin drive wheels to 
pistons, llie Shay had a number of small 
wheels which afforded great tracticn because 
lMMCeu- each w » s * living wheel, 
who sought bet- On main-line engines, the number ol drive 
. .. wheels vried. but they were relatively large 

in diameter, heavy, and demanded smooth 
,. , track which in turn required constant mamte- 

_operations nonce. Acditional small wheels on the big 

patents to the l.ima steamers held up weight and servid as rail 


himself an authority in such matters (and who 
furnished the technical data for this article 
the last three geared locomotives ever h,nlt 
spent their enure work careers ia West v, 
giaia. and all three still exist. 


were named for Ephriam 


of the woods, 
rventcd and butlt the loeo- 
bu name His crude pro- 


.Machtne Works of Lima 
ijr to make such loco- 
in the timbering 


i taxomotive Works, 


quit 
concen- 
iny changed 


___ _ otherwise were furctionless. 

No: so on tlie Shay. The wheel acts (called 
‘‘trucks ’) under both locomotive and tender 
are connected to steam cylinders tiansmittiug 
power through a crankshaft and flexible coup¬ 
lings. Ever.’ wheel does work 

The Shay is easy to get around curves, is 
easy on track, and can adapt to rough ioad- 
beds that would stall or wreck convtni on;., lo¬ 
comotives The Shay is slow, but it could PJ'I 
tons of logs up a grade three times as steep as 
a rod-engine locorootiv e i odd ascem.l aial sa «* 
ly get the same tonnage down tfie steep g 
on Ihe otiivi side of the MU 

With the demise d tne i S loggi ie'na'istO 


no niche they • 

i-i 

According u* I 
portment if Natur 


Tfiey arc not now, however in the Mountain 
Slate. One, a Sliay that was operated liy tne 
Western Maryland on a sleep coai-hi.il in 
Tucker County is now displayed at the Balti¬ 
more and Oh o Railroad's Transportation Mu¬ 
seum in Baltimore. Md 

Tho last Climax to be manufactured now 
hauls passengers on the Carroll Park and 
Western tourist railroad at Bloomsburg Pa It 
was an iron-horse work horse for the Elk 
Hiver Coal and Lumber Co. out of Swandaie, 
Clay County 

The last Heisler locomotive ever bull i* 
now on display in the public park of Washing¬ 
ton, N. C , Charles Hosier's hometown but It 
spent its working career as No. ( of the Mid¬ 
dle Fork Railroad at Ellamyre. in Randolph 
Connly. 

Of the four Shays at Cass, numlie5 .md 
1 were built in 1906, No. 7 was bu l- ia 1M» 
and No. t in 1S23. The Lima lax.;omotive 
Works, merged with the huge Baldwin t-o* o- 
motive Works ol Philadelphia in l'«M ml only 
lias quit maxing Shays, but no longer bui ds 

locomotives >f any kind 

Lima now builds power Shovel--, o xiju 
inent to market conditions which are a ‘ 
lion ol the :hnnged marn-ei m at" i 
men wrest a livelihood from ihet- etiviroo- 
ment _ .. t 

The few operatmg Shay s wim t. . 

Cass and elsewhere carry not ot-> ■ ■ 
passengers For old loggers asid ‘ 
they also carry endless vivtd menw » 
vanished pa>L 
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railroad 


Folks along route "waved like crazy" when train passed 


!>Aot.» Pennsylvania. New Hampshire. 
«i*j puwblv elsewhere. Shays and similar, 
letrtd t>|«e ’locomotives built to compete with 
:fv,. sh ix operate on tourist railroads Shay 
pi'idinNKNi in 1879. ceased in 1945 

The {*.• nh ^ at \ it tue> of :l:r Shay in its hey- 
Uv :• traction and power, its safety, 

and *+ economy Autliorities in the field agree 
that Lhr Sha> would haul greater tonnage at 
• titiilk operating expense, with less origi- 
Mi power, timn any other 

locomotive ever built. 

The little m named for Ephrla m 

Sh*) of Haring Mich. Shay was a 19th-Cen¬ 
tury Michigan lumtH*rman who sought bet¬ 
ter way* of getting timber out of the woods. 
In hut vrk.ng he invented and built the loco- 
aatite that bears his name. His crude pro¬ 
totype worked w> well at his own operations 
dm w took M patents to the Lima 

ipr—ounred bsne-uh) Machine Works of Lima, 
<Ms» jt* nn ’hat company to make such loco- 
Mtn« inr wtdf-vpcead use in the timbering 
hMMO 

■u) » %kMt vaa fortunate for the Lima Ma¬ 
rta* - •> made the fn >t 

UUf a 1*7* for the J Alley Co of Michigan 
7W KAry nariiat *m narrow-gauge, but as 
danuad for the flbaya increased. Lima maile 
Oban >kiic an.) hrttrr By 1900, Lima had quit 
pnatI asnrhine pr >di«tinn and was concern 
W «oq «n nranp|n<-< The company changed 
- wo In Urn* laounvjtive Work* Inc 


were the* Heisler and the Climax 

The last Heisler. a locomotive invented by a 
Cornell engineer named Oiarle*. H.-isi*, 
manufactured in 1941. and Climax went out 
of business in 1929 

The Shay and its imitator differed from con 
ventional steam locomoti . m thai they were 
designed to haul heav. ■»«*•! - i>n su*ep grad**- 
Called geared" engines. as opposed to gen¬ 
eral-purpose mainline locomotives which 
used connecting rods from drive wheels to 
pistons, the Sha> had a number of small 
wheels which afforded great traction because 
each was a driving wheel. 

On main-line engines, the number of drive 
wheels varied, but they were relatively large 
in diameter, heavy, and demanded smooth 
track which in turn required constant mainte¬ 
nance. Additional small wheels on the big 
steamers held up weight and served as rail 
guides, but otherwise were functionless. 

Not so on the Sha> The wheel sets (called 
“trucks") under both locomotive and tender 
are connected to steam cylinders transmitting 
power through a crankshaft and flexible coup¬ 
lings. Every wheel does work. 

The Shay is easy to get around curves is 
easy on track and can adapt to rough road¬ 
beds that would -iall or wreck convention*' o- 
comotives The Sh;n v slow\ but it could »>u 
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rr Mt now however , n the Mountain 
*MJ 5 [ ** •« operated b> the 
Mip uad ou a Meep cool-haul in 
mmtj m mem displayed at the Balti- 
l %Mm Railroad s Transportation Mu- 
Iduam Md 

* Clttuot «o be monufactured now 
memerrv mm the Corrall Park and 
tara rabaad at Bloomsburg. Pa It 
aroohew work horse for the Elk 
d a«i lanbrr Co out of Swandule, 


»m b r koromotive ever built is 
P*oj • the prtblir pork oi Washing- 
t-kue *•* Hnthr i hometown ho! it 
«C career M No ft of the Mid 
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O Shay Can You See 


Scenic Railroad is rolling again. 

by william c. blizzard 


ter a successful first season, 
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**? uw kotxr BBfin. '.rtualb the 

mmt uur KWO * economic nour- 

Cw««utt~ pointed oul 
- • - - - r aar»ad. with it* old Shay 

r _^ 1^, mwc h of a lour.., potential 
kWw«d and .crapp'd ^ twparlmerU 

•a Njfi«ai Jtwao^ce* «i not impressed, at 
fcMI M u 0w extent d jeopard:img other 
xroscarta m artVr U pour money into Caw 
M «c f«»t lor the oid railroad became 
a (w caftSre with several newspaper* •*“ 
WMUlan and tivo •» ‘later boosted l« »!* • 
Ml *M appropriated by U- legislature to 


jM(h work was door *o that tkr Casa 
Ha hood opened lor bonne** under 
atatr r-ipaoi or. Juoe IJ, Ml. Ihirmr 1«J, 
M radrmad. wbk an I t-mile round trip, bad 
».» I !>>!*( ratio auri durir.| 73 dJ)‘» <J 


eel Oil that il wai wr.cre n »-» «• 

avoid noise, and a raUroad clattering all 

over the place “as undesirable. 

But Gbscrvalor* officials were ulumitciy 
placated, and the ARA grant approved. 
f Kermit McKeevr. head cl the ® 

Parks and Recreation ol the 
cl Natural Bssoeirces ha* indicated that an 
erg nevr has been hired and work on the Cass 
project will shortly be contracted lor 
1 Most ol the accessary improvameats wM 
have been made by fall, so that tourists w^ 
afforded a longer ami more scenjc J w »ey 
ill the* wish lo take it• when the Cass Sc** 1 '- 
Railroad begins jpcral.ons in the spring cl 

Jjaatwr^SS 

Irrira funds procured as he 


so termed. Is not. end Is not meant to he. 
entirely a slate project T «pafW-“ 

State and others, have contributed to the rail¬ 
road. which is supposed lo attract customers, 
which is in turn supposed to attract private 

"'private'business, obviously, is not going to 
hunt in an area unless it can smell a proft. 
there and profit polen ta! has, in the cam 
ol Cass, been slocked through the investment 
3 slate and federal tafc Mite ■»«««* 
and private business con wo:* lc «'^ 
cienlly possibilities of fr.ct.cn are obvious 
Kor instance, the biggest *■£»■«** 

the need lor <ftaiag a .cirmodatioos is most 

rwtr»i££ 

™ not do it this summer oo s seven-day 

badly handicapped. Aid »«uwt Iho^b^ 
ihV oeed for the restaurant and moW **- 

^ 3*. With such a. Inter dependence <rf 


the wtng, i 
road patro 

Meanwhile, your best bet w to psdt a lunch 
It might be a good idea to make your trip 
JS S40€ as possible, lo#. while Ihs tra.n rid# 
ia vH enlire’.y a weekend attar. U las* 
crowded, and It isn’t bet. Yournewest moteis 
are it Boyer. Buckeye and Marl^ 

IVe huge cave near the railroad, which Mae 
tabu a 100-loot waterlaB, may k W 
sex! summer. Ine owners of Smoke Uol» 
Petersburg, hive expressed 
lirtereit in making a ^ ”\VCs!s 

powerful little railroad wrorthwh^e, 
lo appeal lo lhts ‘ c *“‘ 

slogan lo Cass, tree of charge 

w^fv.^ter'S'"Shay it •» «■*»" 

I Well, it S t*|“ r ““ * \ to protect youi- 
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'After a successful first seas, 


On Saturday, May 1C, the Casa 
5 o>nu* Railroad began its second year 
v ( operation. As a special feature of its 
opening, a delegation of antique-car 
owner.- vhugged into the C &0 station 
• t and temporarily abandoned 

their ancient gas-driven vehicles for 
equally ancient steam-powered loco¬ 
motion. 

Id ISM. prospects of success and growth 
•re excellent for the state-run Pocahontas 
County project it was not always so. 

There would have been no such Pocohonluh 
teuri.it railway had it not been for a local 
comm itce which conceived the idea and 
fought for it. Headed by Theodore Itiffe, a 
C*v> resident who was chief accountant for 
the rn-:^hboring National Radio Astronomy 
ttwerxatory. the Cass Planning Committee 
• *i formed in 1960 after the closing of the 
local Mower Lumber Co. operation in July of 
Utt* year 

Without the lumber company, virtually the 
*ue lource of employment in the area. Cass 
•jo doo m ed to wither and die Unless, of 
•om. tome other source of OCOftOWllc nour- 
tehwaewt could be located. 

The < in Planning Committee pointed out 
the toggmg railroad, with Its old Shay 
owgaee had too much of a tourist potential 
It h* tgnarod and scrapped The Oepar tm< nt 
u * Mural Resources was not Impressed, at 
hau tot to the ntent of )eopaidi/ing other 
P*W*' 1 * *(irr to pour money into Cau 
iNsihe fight for the old railroad became 
f ***** l < ^ t sesrral new i|>a|ier * and 

^ later booMixl to tIK 

r toted to the legislature to 


i nese customers spent over $40,000 in fares 
and on snacks served in the C«cO station by 
he church women of Cass. In addition, the 
- ? Are ? , Redevelopment Administration 
made available $576,000 in federal funds for 
the development and extension of the oner 
stive railroad. 


These funds were for the rebuilding of 
three Shay engines and 14 logging cars; re¬ 
pairs to the railway shops where engines and 
equipment are maintained; the purchase and 
improvement of four acres for a visitor's 
parking lot; development of a picnic area (in¬ 
cluding the improvement of a beautiful spruce 
forest) near the top of Bald Knob; and the 
extension of the tourist railroad trip to with¬ 
in 1,000 feet of Bald Knob, which has an ele¬ 
vation of more than 4,800 feet. 

Matters seemed to be going well. But for 
a time the National Radio Astronomy Ob¬ 
servatory at nearby C.reen Bank threatened 
to hold up AKA funds. The Observatory point¬ 
ed out that it was where it wts in order to 
avoid noise, and a railroad clattering all 
over the place was undesirable. 

But Observatory officials were ultimately 
placated, and the ARA grant approved. 

Kermit McKeever, head of the Division of 
Parks and Recreation of the Department 
of Natural Resources, has indicated that an 
engineer has been hired and work on the Cass 
project will shortly be contracted for. 

Most of the necessary improvements will 
have been made by fall, so that tourists will be 
afforded a longer and more scenic journey 
uf they wish to take it) when the Cass Scenic 
Railroad begins operations in the spring of 
IMS 

Ax parks chief. McKeever is charged with 
thr administration of the Cjxs railroad But 
the ARA didn't walk up to him with IS76.000 
in a big bag tor “poke ' which is perfectly 
g.od Weal Virginian\ and say. “Dost *f*»d 
•t all in one place * He muxl work with in 
In Ifii funds procured as he may procure them 
k~4 guaranteed t>« the federal grant 

Can* was visited recently by a Washington 
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i Shay Can You See? 


il first season, the Cass Scenic Railroad is rolling again. 


BY WILLIAM C. BLIZZARD 


l.»rrv 

• hv 
. the 



■ fa* 
n*r* 


if * 

* It 


R <r* -man who wrote a story asserting, in es¬ 
sence. that the scenic railroad will be delayed 
beiau'c of ■•bureaucracy'’ and modern con¬ 
struction techniques, anil that much ARA 
mores earmarked for Cass will go to out- 
saders 

la fairne.w to the Department of Natural 
K< vun < » there is no evidence of boondog- 
fl.ru: or undue waste in the Cass affair, and 
moWn construction techniques will hasten, 
wet del^' . railroad improvement 

It is true that “outsiders ' may, by eom- 
*<*« t ve bidding, secure Cass work contracts. 
Hu: competitive bidding is designed to save 
•wonev not waste it. and is open, of course, 
to local residents. 


Actually. it appear* dial the Call S< CfltC 
Ha.lrcad »:1I ultimately become West Virgin- 
* • be** known tourist attraction, if the po¬ 
tential of the Pocahontas area is developed. 

M ;revert the Cass complex, if it may be 
t« rr-r^j .1 not and is not meant to be. 
•brdy a state project. Taxpayers, of this 
- *ad others, have contributed to the rail- 
food • * h is supposed to attract customers, 
•* * * -» u» turn supposed to attract private 

Pr.• **.e but .new obviously, is not going to 
m an area unless it can smell a profit 
aeki profit potential has. in the case 
of < at* been stocked through the investment 
ef tfsto md federal funds While government 
•*< p '*•* h.uoeu ran work together effi 
' ‘ • M n a Ailiiien of friction are obvious 

for hH a te e the kiggMt louriat need at 
< om a a h*'• lo mi and a place to stay 
wonraqRa a lead m* of each Al mmt, 
*»« sm<4 tor tong art cm mod a liens is most 
•pM Tto sum of Com hate in the past 
*in a a*>t tor ‘ In tto < in station, hut 


ttou a n> « e by teUau sal and motel u 
am >i pstewsu tot Cant kmc Railroad Is 
totot i imd n sho 4 Aid Htod tto railroad 
tto MM to tto tOtttOlM Md a n d to* 
tm o*>* »«a ms aa sum in cod—re «f 


need, it might be better for both railroad 

bc d pi?h U r n8 nr nd | S,eep . mB accornrn °dations to 
be either entirely under .state supervision or 
entirely in private hands 


Without common management, the need for 
cooperation between state and private busi¬ 
ness is essential, or debilitating dogfights are 
sure to occur. 


Private negotiations are now supposed to 
be under way to turn the former lumber-com- 
puny store, now vacant, into a restaurant, hut 
Cass residents are getting nervous. Summer 
is nearly here, the facility is badly needed, 
yet nothing had been done at the time of mv 
visit. 


Representatives of the restaurant negoti¬ 
ators say they are waiting for a daily scenic- 
railroad schedule to go into effect on June 
lb. Until llial date, the Shay-drivcn train is 
operative only on Saturdays and Sundays. Cass 
residents retort that the bird of time is on 
the wing, and they would like to guarantee rail¬ 
road patrons chicken on the table. 

Meanwhile, your best bet is to pack a lunch. 
It might be a good idea to make your trip 
as soon as possible, too, while the train ride 
is yet entirely a weekend affair. It isn t 
crowded, and it isn’t hot. Your nearest motels 
are at Bover, Buckeye, and Marlinton 
The huge cave near the railroad, which con¬ 
tains a 100-foot waterfall, may be opened by 
next summer. The owners of Smoke Hole 
Cavern, near Petersburg, have expressed 
interest in making a new cave opening which 
would be easily accessible to tourists 
The future of Cass looks bright, despite pre¬ 
dictable headaches Kvrn wUdflower enthusi¬ 
asts. I am told, have found the ride on the 
l*>werful little railroad worthwhile 
To appeal to tins group. 1 contribute this 
slogan to Cass free of charge 
’Ska) it with flowers"' 

Wed, U » totter thaa "Shay M With cinder* * 
Yew won t need a Cans mask In protect yeur- 
mtf from the ski cool burner, hut a toad cov¬ 
es log toon help 

SUNDAY GAIETT A Si AIL 
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PAGE FOUR 


JANUAVf U, VH 

committee’* cost estimates »r 


The Complete Truth Back of the Proposal to Buy the Cass Railroad development possibles. Tt- 


wpart am! Present were' tHe business. 

feasibUin professional and political lead- 
ettinj mto er* of the area. 

The important thing in a 
nutshell was a report given by 
Ted Riffo It appears herewith: 
-h was at- At the tittle of closing of the 
r tl,,s only industry in Cass approxi- 
i planning mately 165 men were affected. 


i Marlinton 


offered soon. (These men were 1 Lumber Co. Railroad, its roll- Government'and 
Eligible for unemployment bene- ing stock, and other necessary' ^ lhl , ; r2nk T‘l> r 
fits from July I960 to January equ.pment.to develop this most mendanon * 

1961 at which lime these bene- unique and rare railroad as an The commine* has mart- 
fits expired.) operating tourist attraction for atterapt t0 projecl ^ nu , 

ihe J U n C 0i n eS ‘ Vl ^‘ ma - ,. of people that would be 
Proposal to State The Cass Planning Committee ^£<1 ind : rec;ly M a 

. wholeheartedly supports the - ■ th hecr.m. 

It is therefore, with the above > resolu . iOR by tbe joint Com- atStion 

situation in mind that the com- , m iuee on Government and Fi- 


Some of these men were mobile mitlee ofre rs a definite and ! nancc as an instrument which Sgg* cStawSh th? dS 

r- « f enough to find employment in sound proposal to the State of could al ieviate the unemploy- ^oymlu'J to rJ p7ov de< 

\j'i >nal other communities and other West Virginia to alleviate this menl situali on in the area, and ' onneb 

<eri ivrv states. The. majority, however, situation. emphasizes the soundness of There currently seerr 

In November 1960 the Joint jh« Investment In such a vcn * some con ius.on as to 

Government and ture 10 and relative men* of 

Present Owners 


were not blessed with the nec- 
Treasurer. essary skills and trades to find 


other employment, and today Committee on ------. 

“ of these men. repre- Finance, by resolution, recom- 


C* 


Mayor of the some 

I senting approximately 240 de- 


mended to the full member-j \ 


posed purchase of th 


Lumber Company ra 


Cass, W. Va., as a p 


Ar bog a ft Assistant pendents, (wives and children) ship of the 1&61 c^,- V *' f ' Raleigh ' Steel Company of , raf . 1inn fnT tourists 

dent of Pocahontas face utter destitution unless latiire. that the ® ate of charllston. West Virginia. traction for touusts. 

some form of employment is I Virginia purchase the Mower unane q{ ra * rQad in . 

_______I volved is approximately 8 miles. | 

hanged five of his hillbilly cap-' which runs from a JPoint^about ln tbe first 


Wrong Rope 


If We Don't Wa/ch They'll Steal Our Centennial 


rates fro 


knew 


lives in the village square at 1-2 mile from Cass at a crossing prices heretofore 

| in our State (second in «■*- ?!fiVS FeSS 

spectable. ^ ( t ( y of Bald Knob, but these rails {&rma \ discussion 

- . . . have been sold as scrap. The c . resen t owners of 

One advantage ot studyJ g road bed however, is still in- and right-of-way. ' 

history at tVest Virginia Lniter- ^ and new rails cou id be nient ccsts are m 

sity in our day was that we were ^ |n order l0 gel the full menl (lgur e whid 

/iihh;...- >.. t ...*-, . subjected to all shades of Civil effect of lhe engine traveling fldent would be 

ecession. with That belied the old Southern War viewpoints. One of the |q thc top of Bald Knob Bald deve lop the rail: 

v.v * of the view that Confederates were su- finest Southern gentlemen and Knob is lbe second highest outs tanding attrac 

scholars we ever knew was tnc jn . n West Virginia i4.8o_ ists Any impro* 
late Dr. Oliver P. Chitwood, who j- t , and thc railroad is higher h0 wever are sub* 

Thc first land battle of the was an unreconstructed Rebel of t , un anv other railroad east of aI judgment depe 

nlire Civil War was fought at | the old school. ^ ^ ^ (he Rockies). ca^The developn 

Chitwood scorned use of what »o Buy l If. * or ins, “f e oii 


(From Page 3) 

r, n her But one import- only to Virginia). In most of 
v- WOtT.D NOT join the I these the Federals were victor- 
in t movement — and ious. Sometimes tas in the Bat- 
i the Commonwealth of tie of Droop Mountain and the 
i she had had too strong Battle of Sinking Creek, near 
i.n the creation of this Lowisburg), far inferior Feder- 
at on to want to destroy | al forces, numerically, defeated 
the Virginia Assem- the Confederates ingloriously. 


West Virgin* perior people, man for man. 
ig the line 


Dr. 


would 

turrets 


i had already Philippi, and this writer will bet 

their cause lO-lo-l that the State gels euch-, »>.. -- .. 

stand a rhance of rcd oul ° r its r ‘8 hlful publicity ■ the term ‘Civil War al^all. He 
Thev again on this score. I That belies insisted it was the War B 
y the Southern view that “onlv I tween the States." l 


lib out Virginia ... 
HAD to have Virginia. So they 


minor border skirmishes sis being an 


, the one at Bi<* 

- I • • insisted it 

irUS" o*f tyje locomotives, both of which wOU j d bt muekj. 


° 1880 models- One^ w*s P^ ( jf 0W ev W, wj 



hoo»»r»c-« - . ' r<*»d did actually go to the top 

•tlblf. „f M.ild Knob, but these rails 

, klll ivinc Have ‘»o« n so,d " s Hcr, 'P Thft 
•rf'antair.; of >Judyink ^ ^ hmvcvpr ls 8tm j n - 

ry *1 W OM V <r«ini« t lncf nn d new rails could I* 

n our day «.»• tba in order to got the full 

ded to all shades 01 i cffct ., 0 f the engine traveling 
Mt' °» u ; 1 ' to fhc top of Bald Knob, Bald 

Southern gentlemen < Kno}) ^ t ), e secon( i highest 
r» we ever knew was the . ... . Vir0fn i n (4 or., 


• P Chitwood, who 
nstructed Rebel of 


point in West Virginia (4,852 
Ft.) and the railroad is higher 
than any other railroad cast of 
the Rockies). 


,h Dr Chitwood scorned use of .... . . _ 

.15 thr term C.v.l War a. all Me Wh,t "> Bu ' r 

te* insisted it was the “War Be- Also, owned by The Midwest 

til> tween the States. ’ the entpha- Raleigh Steel Co., are two Shay 
bet ms being on State’s rights’* of type locomotives, both of which 
i’ course. The war. he contented, are 1880 models. One was put 

• as wras not fought upon the issue into operation in 1901 by the 

of slavery, but upon the issue West Virginia Pulp and Paper 

*rn of State's rights. He never did Company: the other began op- 

t * mention, of course, that the only ‘'ration in 1921, also by the 
*** tw^ "StateN right*" involved in West Virginia Pulp and Paper 
tlw •truaslr were rl> the right r " • when that company’s main I 
of thr Stjte to permit one hu- bolding? wore at Cass, 
man Nunc to hold another in Although the engines and the 
titter} , and < 2 ■ the right of a raiI road would require some rc- 
m- Sim* to break away from ,nd improvements to con¬ 

s'' natioc it it want«-.f t.. and to vort ,l from a Egging railroad 
>y *rt up another nation. t0 a louris t carrying line, the 

• .’ costs would not be prohibitive. 

► la tetfnl ,See attached estimate of in- 

y d u demons vestment and operating costs). 

Dr h Through informal discussions 

9ohl Lnilwootl the p has been ascertained that the 

• katwMoi Sj. _T° n v ‘ c,or,es aforementioned properties 

Wild be secured for appro.vi* 
g, mm P f 1 ** <**” «w mately $90 000-$i 00.000. 

9 . f* 7 ™ and t**llmg The right-of-way and land on 

2JJV U* *ord*. Bald Knob is owned by the 

• »ap #M«tao Mowei Lumber Company and 

* *** ***** *• *° *tn can be secured at the follow- 


1: • »■! , 

* *jfw Util lKi3 

* «» tv** hM a 
? mt tw UmMy t 

* Wr td mmri 



»» w 4 . I: ^ht of Way $100 per acre 
«d Dr Wi lled Area $100-5150 per acre 
. «>,at f ‘ut <»vi«r" Area $55 per acre 

*>' It t* estimated that the sum 

» mm °f $25 000 roulij secure the 
1 * " 1 *ury land to tcvelop the 

submit In the attached 
t Mf»nmar> of “Ttnirfft Po<ttbtli , 

f» of the Mower Lumber .C*o 
it, ikr R*ilro*«l at Cast. \V Va , the 

" * n< ? two findtitmlri In propoc 

to |>o(MtUtHMi that ton «>ai 
***** Mtmmi a» rnutk at any other 
****' Mou rotiu Furthermore. 

twU Wom Vtrgisju pvt groot Wad 

* *** •« In bath iOm 


I format discussions with th- 
present owners of the rallroa. 
and right-of-way. The improve 
ment costs arc merely a Jud" 
inent figure which wc are con 
fident would be sufficient V 
develop the railroad into ai 
, outstanding attraction for tour 
; ists. Any improvement cos! 

. however, are subject to person 
( al judgment, depending on hov 
far one would initially want u 
| carry the development program 
!lf. for instance, a lodge similai 
to the one at Blackwater Fall, 
or those at other Stale Parks 
was to be erected, the cost* 

' would be much higher. 

However, we believe the bas¬ 
ic, initial investment should be 
concerned with the presena 
tion of the railroad, and it 
in the future the demand for 
I lodge facilities would be great 
| enough, then, and only then, 
should such an undertaking be 
] considered. The idea of a lodge, 
however, is not remote, and the 
basic -attractions, i. e.: the rail- 

1 road, cavern, hunting, fishing, 
and serene natural beauty oi 
the mountains is such that a 
lodge could be constructed from 
future profits that would be 
derived from the railroad and 
other attractions. 

The idea for a ski slope am 
the improvement and operation 
of the cave should be enco-.ir 
aged as a private program. Wc 
believe that if private and pub 
(Turn To Page 10) 

2 a BLESSINGS M aso n :: e 
Plaques house, kitchen, and 
anniversary. Gold scrolled $1 
Personalized, 505 Fifth Ave.. 
.New York. NW York. 

NOTICE 

Several ye-sr* ago we »• 
greed »ha» abowld we ever 
become teperared. you would 
uae the magic code »ymbol 
"NX and I the le»t«r O'j 
end through the*# we would 
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I »>»r r >t;>• • >•< • , nn ,| improvcmrnlR In con- 1 however. Is not remote, anti the 

, »'• j»' ""' ,,.,t ti from .» logging railroad .' ,a *‘C nUraclionR, l. o.: the rad* 

K ft i tourist • the w *®» cavern, hunting fishing. 

nation ro «u wm ,id not be prohibitive. ant » serene natural beauty ol 

* * “ * See attachcil estimate of in- lh ® mountains is such that a 

•rr»l national rle tions vestment anti operating costs). could be constructed from 

. the \tp. the Through Informal discussions ( f uturc profits that would be 

aid Pr <'hi»« >»f the .t has been ascertained that the drived from the railroad and 

an Paris «or- \ ctonrs .* • -re mentioned properties °^ cr attractions, 

the candidate oa\»*d , ould be secured for approxi- The idea for a ski slope and 
4v flat i\\« >ee m.»Mv $00,000-$ 100.000. thc improvement and operation 

_ r s , n .t tejliin’ The right-of-way and land on °* l t hc cave s hould be encour- 

SL.7 I- ■ M k p.il.i Knob is owned by thc aged as a private program. Wc 
K . in ‘ y ,p Mower Lumber Company and believe that if private and pub- 

... w ,n .,n he eci.rcd the follow. (Turn To Page 10) 
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ing prices; 

Right-of-Way $100 per acre 
Wooded Area $100-$150 per acre 
•Cut-over’* Area $35 per acre 
It i< estimated that the sum 
: 525.000 could secure the 

. ^arv land to ievclop the 
area. 

We submit, in the attached 
summary of “Tourist Possibili- 
. > of he Mower Luniber..Co. 
Kvlroad at Cass. W. Va.’\ the 


2a BLESSINGS Masonite 
Plaques house, kitchen, and 
anniversary. Gold scrolled $1.00. 
Personalized, 303 Fifth Ave., 
New York. New York. 


Several yeors ago we a- 
greed that should we ever 
become separated, you would 
use the magic code symbol 
"'NX" and I the letter "G", 
and through these we would 
be reunited. I have now 
found a wonderful home and 
a beautiful life and want you 
to rejoin me. If you see this 
ad in any of the many papers 
in which it will appear, an¬ 
swer in that paper. 

All my love, 


0 Confederate). In propor- 
to population that too was 
nt as much as any other 
. contributed. Furthermore. 
>t Virginia gave great lead- 
to both sides. 


we feel that we 
have been hanged 
Brown than to 
■nma State which 
its existence; one 
honor. loyalty nor 
which teaches its 
ashamed of It and 
» them to leave It 
• • • • 

, will continue to 
rtfinia's M until 
n we achieve aome 
iv Uriah* a»d self* 


Srrvfre dwt 

XlfWM ot a r 

Mmm III -3-iH* 

AUf—n. W. V*- 
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„ J _I develop n,,nt i, ,irrT**.^'i 11 3 ^ 

Railroad . 

U -fi •• ~ ,! Gov<-n>moB« «^ Ji 7 n ro con 1 
.-*srt ^paring this ong ^ 

%t , c°omm.u r h.. -Jjyj , 

•-• ■-•*• f«* .ttempt to pro)«‘ •*? I 

.. \ -r-au ol people th»t would 1>® 

• - L ployed indirectly a* a resu 

j the of railroad becoming 

• Com 8ouml attraction (souvem 

• i-j f |fc0 p, C tc \ but has concernc 

* ' tA w*i <b only with the direct en 

***? : *T ptopnent to be provided, (op* 

Ik **** **4 rating personnel). 

"fV-VYHcY There currently seems to b 
hmj« confusion as to the coi 
and relative men! of the prt 
•• ^ci'i ft 0 * * d purchase of the Most 
l« Umber Company railroad a 

t f ^ Cmk W Va a* a possible at 
U tounsta. 


S« Witnar |,vvl>r7 1 ompany rauruau a 
#m ^ M ,, a* Cane. W Va . as a possible at 
t/artias lor tourist*. 

♦ *. a* 

1 4 # #1 «; W#OMf IrPOHi 

p.mrt #*Mtf A w lauance «► 

* ***** lueteMofe t 

. Y ♦**♦#**»*» M** be^e- Urf> 

" . “ t.K' .t» C *..• It* S*: 

f ”*_ !“* *ua *oi A.. 

t.i 'In in, - ‘ .,_. „ 


.1 |ri 

sw*. eiooia ere 


I M » 









,, f fyf " - - _ . i v jfPnis ' ' 

... ..„„n,fn—« "» Thrrr c , to th« c° f 

•««"• r«ofu»lon M to 

-- o rr ..... purch»« of »n« ■ 


r „,^* cv»^ r » . ,.,ur.i purcn»«« a 

df •"* rM "ff Himlwr Company railroad a1 

m- *** Mr*-*.! f . #M< w V<1 ** * poaalblc a 1 

!»«•! r<*p*"’ r ™ ir.rimn lor lo«rl»U. 

M. !*»»••»• 

„ frrrm • f - - ? | n firftt in%tanrr lh- 

*rrt+ * *** * • tt*+***t pr».c« here! of of© quotrd I 
«theca o^ 1 50 * n«rwt|Mprm have bfrn total! 

I 1,0 inaccurate a» lh« attached b*M. 

Ml Kw*fc The rail* mreairoent detail will show 
’?»* :« e* *» ,fcr Th«**c coata are baaed on In 

M formal ducutttom with th* 

^ ipfuotnl owner* of the railroa* 

{** and rightof-way The improve 

7 co * u ir€ merr, y a J ud * 

^ ” J” Mai figure which we are con 

, ♦ttf.w hdent would be lufficient t« 

* ** V*~, derelop the railroad into ai 

***i»vr GuUUndm* attraction for tour 

* wgM ^ Any improvement cur 


f <*t? £>*•? tmtJ:n| 
f IU. it Ka«* hold 
f annwM MM 
nr: %-**-*..* 4IU 


if. \r I'll* H i?***?. 
I (a ore Vena Ifeer 




~ ^ however. are subject to penon 

:i: ' *| judgment, depending on h « 

far one would initially want t« 

carry the development program 
If for tnafance a lodge umtUt 

LaCo* >i 14 *** olkr at HLack water Fall 
I/ g^V or tboae at other State Park* 

• it b h erected, the coeti 

•tilt he much higher 
Ihw f iif we belie re the ku 
iatetlawal ahould hr 
with the pcwaecr* 




§Vf 

H TV Midwetl 
j c#.. are two Shay 
fljrrt. berth of which 

Ms Out m put 

to 1901 hr IV 

Pulp and Paper 
the rihet Von op 

1*?1 also hr the 

h* ttoIHw 

* 

«*** m r**« 

I Mr eogNMMI IMi tile 
WHiiff fr 

MIMMNi • ••• 

r f ■.-*,£ “ c r»}troid 
r attytaig tor the 
nii! iv ptouhtitv 
*tf r ■ : * <4 in 

\i r 7 ir-* j £ (Mtl 

• •— i /':::-: 

KMiaaMMl ito* tbi 
to pt+p*f. in 

wto tar tofto 

imm 

to tod m 

itod Ipji tto 
tod 


t u *«*« 

t Ui- 4 *»: *t ; f 

4n# |M ps* •urJt 
tto t vrti 

4H4U *t~ to ito 

Mil i. » « •'/ 

I » tto «U«gto*A 

"f’mdTBI thv>sJV * 
f* 

r*w U Vs v tto 


• any inr uririupmfm program 

If. for instance, a lodge similar 
to the one at Blackwater Fall* 
or those at other State Parks 
wan to he erected, the costs 
would be much higher. 

However, we believe the bas¬ 
ic. initial investment should be 
concerned with the preserva 
lion of the railroad, and if 
In the future the demand for 
lodge would he great 

-;h. then, and only tl 

• Mould »uch an undertaking he 
| considered The Idea of a lodge, 

however. U not remote, and the 
basic attractions, I. e the r 
road, cavern, hunting, fishing, 
and serene natural beauty of 
the mountains is such that a 
lodge could be constructed from 
future profits that would be 
derived from the railroad and 
other attractions 

The idea for a ski slope and 
the improvement and operation 
of the cave should be eneour- 
aged as a private program. We 
V.*vc that if private and pub- 
(Turn To P*o# 10 ! 

?.* ftLONNOS V a sonne 
f*aqor* house kitchen, and 
toitvfviir Cold or rolled II 00* 
fVnxMulito. 90) fifth Ate, 
u« Vdi Vew York 

NOTICE 

i n w « l !«•« •••«•► 
■M !>**« •• •’?' 
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JANUARY W. 
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flic Complete Truth Back of the Proposal to Buy the Cass Railroad 

;s, offered soon. (These men were Lumber Co. Railroad. , ’ ovcrr ”^ h ngin al recom- 

d- eligible for unemployment bon?- ,ng slock, and other a*®® 8 *®** preparing this 2 

fits from July i960 to January equipment-to developlthj* ™os; mendatiox ^ made n° 

1961 at which time these bene unique and rare ra,lroad as a The co* nn j|t number 

«•- -xmred) operating tourist attraction for aUetlipl t 0 project the n 

* the Slate of West Virginia. o{ pe0 pie that would 

Prooosal to State The Cass Planning Committee - loyw , indirectly as 

Proposal to State wh olehcarUdly supports the ^ lhe railroad 

,ove resolution by the Joint Com- t lour \st attract 


mo*: compact aid Present were the business, 
' ' t feasibility professional and political lead¬ 
ening into ers of the area. 


Tl»e important thing ... _ 
• nutshell was a report given by 
Ted Riffe. It appears herewith: 


ieo mite, it appears nerewtin: 

i nrru^. . was at- At the time of closing of the 

I by th' editor of :h s on jy industry in Cass approxi- 
•at called by a planning niately 165 men were affected, 
•ire including Some of these men were mobile 

Fhffe. Chairman Chief enough to find employment in 
’tant of the National other communities and other 
uVronotrv Observatory’ \ states. The majority, however, 
■ahank: " were not blessed with the nec- 

j Jr Treasurer, lessary skills and trades to find 

erthant: other employment and today 

L eg. Mavor of the some 80 of these men. repre¬ 
senting approximately 240 de 


tlroad as an 

n«r e ^d.). ' operating tourist attmcUon for , attempt to be em- 

a* a result 

wholehcartcaiy suppoi» i ot tne nuu U «- J^MUveTur 

It is therefore, with the above resolution by the Joint Com- u>ur \st attraction * 

situation in mind that the com- mine* on Government and Tl- shops, ric.i but ha* cotwe 

mittee offers a definite and naI , ce as a n Instrument which, llsolt on \y with the direct c 

sound proposal to the State of C0llld alleviate the unetnploy- pl<jyme nt to be provided, V°?«- 

West Virginia to alleviate this inent situation in the area, and ra n n g personnel! 

situation. emphasr/.es the soundness of > -pjic-e currently seems to t> 

r v 1060 -he Joint ‘he investment In such a vcn ’| some confusion ns to the cost. 

In November I960 ‘be 'mni state. , and Native merit ol the pm- 

Commi.tee on Government and Prel , nt Owners I 1*".“ ol the Mower 


t\ 


i Cass: 


uoniim.i^ «•• ..nentand Present Owners nosed purchase of thr Mower 

Finance, by resolution. The railroad and rolling stork Company railroad at 

mended to the memigr-1 J owned by the Midwest V a., as a possibie at- 

ship ol the 1961 W. Va‘ ^gis h Steel Company ot i lrac Uon for tourists, 

lature, that the State on *. west Virginia 


sennng approximately itv ur 

Arboeast. Assistant pendents, (wives and children) [ o... r - ---- . <.. , f west ttaieign - 

? o: Pocahontas face utter destitution unless lature, that ^ h Mower Charleston. West Virginia 

some form of employment is Virginia purchase the M<*er ^ amQum of railroad hi 



jf We Don't Watch They’ll Steal Our Centennial 


The amount ui , 

i volved is approximately B miles i 
. .. n nntnt about 


Wrong Reports 

In the first instance the 


(From Page 3) in our State (second in number 

...r, ; r her But one import- only to Virginia). In most ot 
ant State WOULD NOT join the these the Federals were victor- 
i-nmcr - movement — and' ious. Sometimes (as in fheBat- 
ih». wai the Commonwealth of tie of Droop Mountain and the 
Viren i She had had too strong; Battle of Sinking Creek, near 
* hand ,n the creation of this Lewis burg', far inferior Fedor 
treat nation to want to destroy al forces, numerically, defeated 
t TWirE -he Virginia Assent- the Confederates ingloriously. 

Sion, with That belied the old Sou hem 
r.e delegates from West of the view that Confederates were su- 
iHeghenir* 'row West Virgin- perior people, man for man. 

firmly holding the line a-i .... 

1 The first land battle of the 
entire Civil War was fought at 
Philippi, and this writer will bet 
kn-u iheir cause IMo-l that the State gets euch- 

,nih^nrenf red out of its rightful publicity 
agam on this score. (That belies 
ui howl \irginia [hey ^ Southern view that ‘ only 


which had already 


inV k‘ h#U i^i r| ^ aU L\ull the * * Southern” view that “only 
AM t.. hive Virginia. So they # few minor border skirmishes 
w d 0 L cm °* fanatic* U) Rich- . , West V »rc 


of fanatics to Rich . . j n Wcsl Virginia.") 

T> ' V b ^ll l bo, ' , ‘ rc * an, | The Baltic of Philippi was 
arsi>v They threaU-neri d the Firsl 

rt,.-i.dateii V.iv’iii. i t !.-l. li'u^ hu, Southern 


to „ SP d live of hmwiiyc«J. ^'X“?rU , C«.T“S 8 

Quantrell appears 0I> >«'“'*><“ f , Knob, 'the rad- .nvesimrr.t .Irlall »« *™- 

he becomes a little mon re wp » aclu . Uy ft0 . 0 -.he top Tfees e tests arc based on •> 
spcctable. o( B ald Knob, but these rails , (rma , discussiona wUh 'he 

. . . have been sold as scrap. The r rescn t owners of the rauroaa 

One advantage of studying d be(J however, is still io- and right-of-way Thu ,rap T!!V. 
history at West Virginia Umver- ^ and new ra .ls could be ment r osts aremerely 
sity ir. our day was that we were la jd . Q orde: l0 get the full n( . r - figure which we a re 

subjected to aU shades of Civil o{ the cn gme traveling|hdenl would besuff‘^nt ^ 

War viewpoints. One of t..e to )he top 0 f Bald Knob^ Bald ( .jevelop the [ dllro i , . our . 

finest Southern gentlemen and K , -h,. second highest ^„iK( ar ,rling a.tractior. ■ 

li'choim we ever kno.v wa, lhe “ w«t V.rg.ma l«M Any 

i late Dr. Oliver P. Chit wool who ^ , and the railroad is higher however, are subject ^ ^ 

was an unreconstructed Rebel ot , har any oth er railroad east ot at )udpn «" h 1 » 

the old school. the Rockies), far o d lopm eBt program. 

• • ♦ • • carr> wc r , similar 

Dr. Chitwood scorned use of What to Buy If. for ‘^'‘^B^Kvaier 

the term Civil War' at all He bv The Midwest * , h0J€ al other S:ale P*fW, 

insisted it was the War Be- A: o_ owned^bj ^ shjy or^those^ d ,h. costs 

tween the States' the emp..a_ both of wh:cn w0uld be much hl « hc ". ^ 

sis being on “States righ * ■■ models One was pu ^ oweV tr. we be ^?'j 10U j ( j tw 

course. The war. he contented. ^ ‘ operanon 190 , by the ^ jn)[;aI mv«|n.ent 
was not fought upon the i.*j . Virginia F^ulp » ,,, f ' concerned witft , " <n< f t( 

tavery. b». PPjn , p,, u.ber IJT .r " 


of State’s rights. Hr 
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/ M illi ng 


: The Complete Truth Back of the Proposal to Buy the Cass* Railroad 


. ..Ku.,1 j„ In Illy MU'hed summary of Estimated Baiic lnv.vlm.nt Co»t Of Railroad at Cast 

J , ' , / , " r V i "* 1 " COme ' r ‘ d c0 " s for ’ Cost of railroad and necesiary rolling stock, including 

thrn not the first rommer of operation ...... , ' . , i«,«* i,vo 

t»u«*t stand to wr have used a volume average' »PProxlm»t«b a miles ot track 2 Shay type laco 

.tr iiu'ai e„v..rn. of 70 persons per das This j motives and 8 Oefcars tp.us stock and pans: -5100.000.00 

average was based on the re- Cost of 8 miles of right-of-way and approximately 

corded numbers of persons who 1 200 acres of land on Bald Knob - 25,000.00 

visited the Astronomy Center improvements of railroad and rolling stock- 80,000.00 

at Green BaRk in the months p ^ grea Qn Bgld Knoh _ 25,000.00 

iAZ!£fUSLA •SSJtSff&srm 

> proimnrnl m tf» minds ttot this l«r.s« of vlsilors .1 lease .mprovemenls? Ski slope. Hunter, c.ta-1. elm 
s.- directly or indirectly the Astronomy Center does not TO , ' 

,-ed r. this project is the include groups who made ar- y Xhe improvements enumerated above should employ 
of the railroad lo the range'ments for tours in ad ] 6 5-70 men for a full 52 weeks). 

•vance. but are merely people , . 

I Who passed thrOUgh the are - ,„ w „„, w eeeeeeee--e„~-eee . " 

and decided to stop. Further ton t0 the $ Ute. thereby requir average of 70 passengers ipe. 
due lo the lack of facilities in ' sl96 Ci0 oi coal for a weeks day. Jhe post to eachpassen^r 

I960 for accommodating the would oe SS.OO and this would 


attached summary of , 
Income and costs for ' c , 


how concerned 
financially and 
action that gen- 
10s this type of 

estioR which seems to 


COST OF FIRST 
SUMMER 

Personnel 
Per Week 

i !—Engineer-$ 84 00 

72,80 


1960 for accommodating the would be S3 00 and this would 

j^ ^F SaSTyi^iiL ssrt g «jSffgjg. 

tour the Observatory proper- , "SS t 


i —Fireman ZZT 72 80 ' ^our the Observatory proper , to“‘biSd u? an Thfese estimates.are based up, 

1—Flrakeman - 67^0 what then, would be ^equate stock of parts and on the lccal ofreolirslf 

ronductor _ 6720 ume of vsitors-coining into the auequ , opera- probable cost* oi repair* it .ae 

‘• ^borers 257.60 area if a promotional effort in “»«» “J no t a5 railroad Is initially put in good 

4-Laborers ... - _ tM areia.U V ^ , ailroad t0 at- j'™ may seem as the working 

1—Supervisor - -- 100.00 j tract the tourist was under- rad - oad and rolling stock would believe the estimate of • P 

lo _ ----- $688.80 [taken’ We believe the answer « a -°« i J n ^ rsl operation engers per day 

Coal i24 1-2 tons at 8 00) 196.00 is quite obvious. through the initial investment increase m MVenuJ 

Material and Supplies and The operating costs nor tne * maintenance should ' would increase 

Repair,- far 2?SSlS ■>'»“«”' '« l” ^SSSAS 

' TOTAL $1,2&4.00 I rates for tills Ope of employ. ™ Qn lhc ba5ls ol .0 12c that th* “ Jt do 

Less Income ,ment. These costs have been PW?“ per engine mile. ,pr°P onenls ° { uj p J rc baK at 

70 persons per day @ $3.001 converted to a 7-day work.week ^ P pro bably high but an not advocate tovutau 
Der oercon 1.470.00 (5 6 hours) and based on an * ting wiU haV e to the expense o other wo 

- If. however, a slope wadded T he cost of food is based up- action is taken. 

present owners. The value to i r i,„ months will provide The cost oi nuieklv 


Id be 

few 


• the fire* 
the point 


:oal to sup- 
>t the least 
t come with 
the terrific 
: other day. 

were sick 
weather and 
rant to the 


rnl owners. The value .0 i&I prmnd. [ 

.rr l JS K A -SS. «~js 


the owners, however, is not i additional revenues wun Cl «-j on Ute present c^o ^ have such 311 •;“"'' other na - 

directry in proportion to the ] respon dmg additional costs. i* ," hl shed by the experience able to lt - ^deferred 

value the railroad would be to E P ach engine trip from Cass to ; «^ s n ^ en 7, e S n g ^ration tural aftracUoM »n bedeie^ 

the state and its development Bald Knob requires 3 1-2 i ^ irtn^Hne for 60 120 persons, without a loS5 
program, and we believe the of c0a l at an estimated bulk * n ^»*ed upon an value or potential 

Attached summary of initial 1 purch asc price of $6.00 per The income is 


il vpring. 

tftdt Ttw 


Ult*n 

of every puh- 


leu aumiiuiij ] 

would certainly give the i 
ownera a fair return on their] 

1 lrvestment, and il* value to the , 
-lull-, at thesb suggested costs. | 
cannot b'- measured In cold' 

■ only. 

1 But what should also be con- j 


W inner «f to’Seventeenth Sammer 
fc.. . nr , — 




















•Ur* w»d T»w operating co** 1 ' i" r tht 
„s>0 00 | ir ,t summer of operation •' 

39 20 outlined call* for ton i.peratlur 
twoo nonumiwl at the B<»'i>i 1< ? CB| I 
<1 ?m 00 rat." for ihl» type ft employ 
men; Thwe costs have boon 
. |;,00 SUlMrtdlU! . 7-Uy «»rk wrtk 
1.470.00 ,56 hours) and base.. » n 

5 216 °° ! £ “AS OctoberV 


i.i li,»ud amt loltlUR stock would believe '.).< nllmirt* <il 70 pan 
in- pul In first class operation cnRcr* per day \i tow and any 
'through the tnktlal Investment tncruase In piuw.nR*r traffic 
,,i,l iicawy maintenance should would increase the revenue 
no' be a significant problem for without a corrcsiionding in- 
three or four years , crease in operating cost. 

The insurance TiM tieen com- It should t*e made very clear 
puled on Ihe baiis ot .0 l-2c ,that this committee or other 
' r person per engine mile, proponents of this project do 

e&jris&tt ss? it stza 
iSTSSEw. a. - ISSLMSM sk 


K however, a ski slope is am-- 
' The value to { h ’e winter months wtll provide 

xr> howvvcr is net additional revenues with cor 

' a proportion to the resp0 ndmg additional cossts. 

,N V mSroad would t>e to Each engine trip from Cass to 

summary of initial pun 

f. would certainly give the ,_ 

-s a fair return on their I 


r f-ass.- isgysrastf «= 

I The cos. of food I.'b^I up- b f*g wi C ^ST, 

established bv toe «£«"•»£ S 1 , U,ic,i»s can be deferred 
Of the presenti^'^J^ons w »thoui a loss in cither direct 

IS2.* 23 5T- ° r p ° tenlial 


f* • ?nJf^ment and its value to the . 

• MS 4e.:“.K' lC m'»'<>! 

. . ■ " 

' nC a value would be the 
' ' " : • dumber of persons to be cm- 

' H proved, and the aid to small 

" ' , businessmen suc.i^as hotel 

‘owners, service stations rest- 
*• r - * aurar.rs. stores and the like. Oi 

' ' ' course any aid to. business such 

2 M these have a direct relation- , 

* r ch*p to the economy of the | 

■*» ”_ P ? ; .. .. which would be derived, 

' I. m the form of Consumers’ Tax. . 

Business and Occupation Tax, j 
gasoline tax. hunting and fish- 
» an > 0 ins! fees and the like. ... 

«’ ' —‘ The state or West Virginia 

* r *- al * ha« s t its disposal in the area 
if friends, is <t f* ass ra ji ro ad the hent-1 

1?v ages which have beer the trade-, 
*k» especially k of West Virginia in the | 

ich side '•ooked ‘ and a j s0 those that are, 

, playing tut important P art 
the future of the state. The 1 
hertage of the past—an 1B«0 , 

**•» I'^Te^un- i 


ven tender' 


thi* 1 


and 


frill u 


ive dehctpiu 




ui a 


ir our 


height bv 


JACQUELINE RttD 



v»', . „ lVJ M (M- derived 
* tK , fwta ox; ('.vuuram' Tax. 
Put rwn aad cwujuUon Tax. 
CvwC.ac lav hunting and fish- 

T>c Stair of West Virginia ' 
hat at u» disposal in the area ' 
<V :h# Cass railroad the hent- ! 
tfti »hirh have beer the trade- , 
mark of West Virginia in the 
past and also those that are | 
pU\-i g an important part in ; 
:tt future of the state The , 
hertage of the past—an 1A80 
-rv'del sttam Ibcomoiive lum-! 
tvr.r.ir'up the side cPVTmoun-l 
•i.r. :« e peak unequalled in 
z-'9jA bv any railroad in the 
„ . 1 -. L’n.'tvd -States.. Ami just 

- ' from 'the 

starting point of the railroad is 
our heritage of the future— 
the National Radio Astronomy 
Observatory at Green Bank, and 
onlv forty-five miles away the 
Naval Research Observatory at 
Sugar Grove. Both these in¬ 
sulations are so aware of the 
. responsibilities they have to the 
-,.snor that each is planning | 
r reception centers to accommo- 

t mein in an elevator and the j 
< ither for Pontiacs where the j 
t ;wo power shovels have a dis- 
e cussion of the car’s fine points. 
Most TV commercials are dull 
2 nd insane, apparently aimed 
at a three-year-old mind, judg- 
xandlei nomination mg from tfce reaction of our 
Merest Of the new Betsy. But the two we have 
commercials goes to mentioned might even sell chow 
Chucf King chow mein and Pontiacs. 


Commercial* 


Only 140 Books Left 
Hillbilly Bookshop. Richwood, W. Va. 






4 Tourist's Prevue 


of a Cass Railroad Rids 


By Ivan N. Hunlar prime in the "early day 

, ... the present century. 

Last summer, after we liked ^ .. 

up H. ls CreeW_ near Hillsboro We5 . Virginia Hiiibill 
m Pocahontas County and took aot k „ w thi . * 

,omp fine shots of the Fa\U Baum a ^ !ac , rotr> P , 
we thougnt that we had , vania , came io , n to lh 
the ultimate point of interest: n c>p|tol and , aU:ed t0 , 
that section of West Virginia makers dunIi g the spe< 
But. how wrong we were 


sion with such convince 


Just this pasl weekend, we manship thal the men 
returned to Pocahontas County taV<;n§ p^cs ton? ei 
and found another ^mating ^ up a special subc 
facet of interest in this unique , o mvesVi g a t e the pros 
county. . of his idea of buying 

The day that we found an- road (or a :ouns - aU r 
other exciting chagttrjA J- hc ' 0 f lhe last stein* 
itorv of Pocahontas County was £ast of ^ Rockies, 
last Saturday and the place "J* 

Cass, a small mountain village jo Decide S«. 

crowded by the Allegheny foot- 
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Railroad Ride 


Bv Iv.n N. Hunter ' prime i„ , he Mrly dlys of 
summer, after we hiked I tfle P resen * century. 

‘•P Hills Creek near Hillsboro , ^ y° u haven’t been reading 

in Pocahontas County and took lhe Wcsl Virginia Hillbilly yoi 
ome fine shots of the Falls. m 'Sht not know that Russe l 
thought that we had seen Baum - a rail fan from Pennsvi. 
■bo ultimate point of interest in j^ ania . came down to the S:.v-> 
that section of West Virginia. Capitol and talked to the law- 
But. how wrong we were. makers during the special 

Jtist this past weekend, we f ' on w jtb such convincing salcj- 
returned to Pocahontas County ma oship that the men paused 
and found another amazing talkin § politics long enough to 
facet of interest in this unique set up a special subcommittee 
county i t0 investigate the pros and con 3 

The day that we found an- °* b' s * dea of buying the rail* 
other exciting chanter in tht*l roat * ^ or a tourist attraction one 
'lory oT Pocahontas County was *be last steam shay lines 
last Saturday and the place was ® ast °* l be Rockies. 
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the ur.equaled scenery or draw vately . lhat th ey will ad\i 3 e 
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that the state purchase the roll¬ 
ing stock of the former Mower 
Lumber Company and turn it 
into a rail buffs paradise. 

The towm of Cass, with its 
the object oPthe af only industry shut down arid 
of Juit about every rail “~ ,J ll 
the eastern part of the 


isold at the auction block. 

HIPL—.... -. sembles one of those frontier 

m MiffiM tauclly on western ghost towns after the 
j *,de track taking on water mother lode played out. 
sif was Number Four" and Narrow* street' of white two 
•t.» >»*n have been kind to the f t or y houses, many Of them 
little gal and her jaunty air now deserted and up for sale, 
4*4 r. t hint that the was a bear witness to the time when 
lady when William Jen lumber was king and over 168 
& Mr? *11 *»» campaigning famlllos lived in the booming 
lw the pretuiency community. 
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and found anot her i*"»«*tt»U , ‘■ l , k, ££ j^lipeclftl 0 subcommittee 
focrl intoreni in lhl» unique , , n the pro* and con* 

counij i,i.. ij.g f ,[ buying ihe ri • 

rite *hiy that wn round an- , rL)ad for a i our j s i „iiraciion on« 
other nxcUInr. ehaflUir tU tlio i enm .hay ltn°» 

«tnr.v or rnn.ttni.io'i rn.fnty wuk y 

Iasi Saturday and the place was I®*** of ,hc K°c»«es. 

<*»xs. a small moiinlaln village 

crowded h.v the Allegheny foot To Decide Sunday 

hills to a precarious perch on The subcommittee meets thu 
the banks of a lurbulent river cot m nR Sunday at the Capitol 
named Greenbrier. in Charleston to decide on just, 

what it will recommend to the 
Last Train From Cass legislature when it convenes 

i voc in Cass not to meet the J""utiry. Most or the committee 

railroad and when we arrived a rai1 Dutr ; s P arad,8e 

in the community at eight in the the town of Cass, with 

morning, the object of the af- only industry shut down and 

fection of just about every rail sold at the auction block, rc- 

m the eastern part of the eembles one of those frontier 

nation was puffing saucily on western ghost towns after tha 

a side track, taking on water, mother lode played out. 

She was ’‘Number Four” and Narrow streets of white two 
the years have been kind to the s tory houses, many 'of them 

little gal and her jaunty air now deserted and up for sale, 

did not hint that she was a b ear witness to the time when 
young lady when William Jen- lumber was king and over 168 

nings Bryan was campaigning families lived in the booming 

for the presidency. community. 

"Number Four" is a rare old-timers bronzed by tho 
bird because, to historians, the j many seasons 0 f logging in the 
railroad, she represents one ot surroun ding mountains sit idly 
the last of the shay engines Qn the porch of the boarded-up 
that laughed at the steep hills company store an d with only 
of West Virginia back when tne the lea8t prompting will teU o'" 
lumber industry was in »t» lhe roarinR days in me past 
history of this lumber town, of 
days when the big double-band, 
mill sawed around the clock and 
when as many as eight of the 
smoke belching shay engines 
went up to the top of the high¬ 
est mountains to bring down 
the logs that the skidders towel 
on sky high cables from riege 
to ridge, of the "skidder boys” 
who tooted the steam whistle 
to signal the hookers on tne 
other side of a deep valley sad 
whose vision was sometimes ob¬ 
scured by low hanging clouds 
i Most of the young folks have 
moved over to nearby Grecn- 
j bank where they have foun t 
i jobs at the Kbdio Astronomy 
I Center In an unheard of project 
'of sorting signals from galaxte* 
In tho outer fringes of span. 
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( ASS HOMMUMINU HH* 
I Itli Annual 


The community of Cass wlcomes you to 
ouf I I Ih annual homecoming celeofanon 
People of all ages have joined m Ihe fun m ihe 
past yeafs. and we have worked hard to con 
Hnue fhis tradition 

This 'down home' good lime is sup¬ 
ported entirely by donations and Ihe effort of all 
volunteer commute Your suggestions and ocn- 
hbuhtons are greatly appredtated. 

THANKS 

We would like to thank all of the business and 
individuals for their contributions and support. 


CONTACTS & COMMENTS 
Any suggestions and ocmments can be re¬ 
ferred to any member of our ocmmittee 
Darrell Turner - Preisident 
Katrina Defibaugh - Treasure 
Cathy Ribble - Secretary 
Terry Ribble Lefty Meeks 

□an Defibaugh Wanda Halterman 

Stan Beafore Dave McMIlllon 

Usa Hubbert Call Vanderander 

Inp Warder Tonya Warder 

Brenda Thomas Mary Perkins 
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June 26 


MTH ANNUAL 
(AHS HOWSOOMINd IOTH 
AGENDA 

Junr 94 • June m 

P«gr»l for Prion A Prlo.n 7:00pm 

Com Fire Moll (age's J-g) 

Prize Gamn Free (ar all agn 7:Mpm 

Community Cento (Dwuiwiu e.repted) 

The Great Coke Walk 


Church with Cospti Slog 
Com Methodii Chutch 
Final Registration 

Conurnmity Center 


10:00am 
11 : 00 -12 noon 


• Don', forger to bring your dmner ueke, or you will bo charged J5 00* 


Community Center Parking Lot or Fire Houk m cot ofmn 

dune 27 Regiitration 

10 00am -Jpm Fire House 
" Pot«««»register to receive a dinner /icier** 

Start tin- day of fun for the young and the young at heart 
Located at tint Pirn House 

P« Show 1 0.00 jiii 

With small household deomestic pet! 


Dunking Booth. Fuh Pond. Egg Toss. Egg & Spoon Relay, Water Balloons 
Shoe Race, Water melon bairn Contest. Watermelon Seed Spitting Contes] 


Fire House (set up 8 00am) 

Antique Car Show and 

Fire Truck Display 11:00am 

Fire House 

The Second Annual Co® Parade 100pn 

Magic Show iOOpm 

Puppet Show (following the Magic Show) 
Community Center 

Registration Table will Cootmae 4:00pm-6 2 

Community Center 

Crowiag Certmoolea or the Qarrn and King *:00pn 

Community Center 

Dance Live -Music 7:00pm 

Rigger ami Better 
















